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INTRODUCTION. 


ARTHUR  YOUNG'S  "  Tour  in  Ireland"  was  first  pub- 
lislied  by  subscription  in  one  quarto  volume  in  the 
year  1780,  and  waa  immediately  reprinted  in  Dubtin  in 
two  volumes  octavo.  A  second  English  edition,  in  similar 
form,  appeared  the  same  year;  but  from  that  day  to  this 
there  has  been  no  reprint  of  the  whole  work.  In  all  these 
three  editions  the  second  part  of  the  "  Tour,"  in  which  is 
contained  much  of  the  most  valuable  matter,  waa  printed 
in  small  type,  as  if  it  were  of  minor  importance.  This 
mistake,  however,  was  noted  in  1800  by  C.  Millon,  the  French 
translator,  who  omitted  the  first  part  altogether,  and  gave 
as  Young's  work  the  first  twenty-four  sections  of  Part  II., 
adding  nearly  three  hundred  pages  of  "Recherches  sur 
rirlande,"  drawn  from  other  sources.  Two  years  before 
this,  in  Mavor's  "British  Tourist's  Pocket  Companion," 
some  fifty  small  pa^ea  were  devoted  to  extracts  from  the  first 
l>art  of  Young's  "Tour,"  while  forty-two  lines  represented  all 
that  the  editor  thought  worth  reproducing  of  Part  II.' 
Similarly,  in  Pinkerton'a  "General  Collection  of  the  Best 
and  Most  Interesting  Voyages  and  Travels  in  all  Parts  of 
the  World,"  was  given,  in  sixty-five  quarto  pages  (of  which 
twelve  were  devoted  to  Part  11.)  an  abstract  of  the  "  Tour," 
from  which  the  agricultural  details  were  omitted,  as  was 
also  much  other  valuable  matter.  Finally,  in  1887,  this 
abridgment  of  the  work  appeared  as  a  volume  in  Cassell's 
"  National  Library." 

The  edition  that  is  now  introduced  to  the  reader  is  thus 
the  first  reprint  of  the  whole  work  that  has  appeared  since 

i  Pocket   Companion"  reitcheil   a. 
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1780 ;  and  it  is  marked  by  certain  special  features  to  which 
attention  may  now  be  briefly  failed. 

Part  I,,  containing  the  minutes  of  the  "  Tour,"  has  been 
broken  up  into  twenty  chapters,  the  headings  to  which, 
repeated  in  the  Table  of  Contents,  will  facilitate  reference 
to  the  author's  journey,  while  the  agricultural  statistics, 
and  other  less  important  matter,  of  interest  only  to  spe- 
cialists, are  printed  in  smaller  type.  On  the  other  hand. 
Part  n,  is  printed  throughout  in  the  larger  type  used  in 
Part  I. ;  and  readers  will  thus  for  the  first  time  be  able  to 
study,  without  discomfort  to  the  eye,  those  admirable  and 
luminous  disquisitions  on  the  political,  social,  economic, 
and  religious  condition  of  Ireland  in  the  years  l?76-79, 
which  still  breathe  so  large  a  spirit  of  sympathy,  toleration, 
and  good  sense.  And  further,  in  an  appendix  to  the  second 
part  will  bo  found  all  that  Young  wrote  on  Ireland  subse- 
qnently  to  the  year  1780;  so  that  in  these  two  volumes  is 
contained,  without  the  abridgment  of  a  single  sentence,  or 
the  omission  of  any  item  of  the  statistics,  everything  that 
this  careful  and  honest  observer  put  on  record  concerning 
the  sister  island.  A  complete  bibliograjihy,  prepared  by 
Mr.  J.  P.  Anderson,  of  the  British  Museum,  who  is  an 
eipert  second  to  none  in  wort  of  this  kind,  and  a  new  and 
fuD  index  to  the  two  volumes,  the  work  of  Miss  N.  Bailey, 
whose  careful  indexes  to  the  later  volumes  of  the  third 
aeries  of  "Hansard's  Debates"  aresuchalioon  topoliticiuiH, 
should  further  serve  to  make  this  edition  of  real  value  to 
Btadents,  whether  of  the  writings  of  Arthur  Young  or  of 
the  progress  of  Ireland. 

That  Arthur  Toung  should  have  been  so  long  neglected 
by  his  own  countrymen  is  a  fact  that  demands  some  expla- 
nation ;  for  he  has  not  been  similarly  neglected  in  France, 
where  an  abridged  edition  of  his  "  Travels  "  has  for  years 
been  used  as  a  school  text-book.  It  is  true  that  since  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  importance  of  his  writings  by  Mill, 
Maine,  Carlyle,  Lecky,  Thorold  Rogers,  and  others,  there 
has  been  no  lack  of  appreciation  of  them  at  home ;  and  the 
admirable  notice  of  him  by  Br.  J.  Kclls  Ingram  in  the  laat 
edition  of  the  "  Encyclopedia  Britannica"  is  sufficient 
eridence  that  his  merits  are  now  fully  recognized.  But, 
«Ten  ao  lately  as  1862,  when  the  eighth  edition  of  the 
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F"  EncyclopKdia"  was  isgaeJ,  he  was  spokeu  of,  almost  con- 
temptuously,  as  "  aji  agricultural  writer  of  some  note  in 
his  day." 

Probably  the  eiplanatioa  is  not  to  be  sought  in  one 
direction  only.  Something  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
fromthedate  that  hebecatne  a  government  official  (Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture),  he  seems  to  have  lost  to  ft 
great  extent  his  touch  with  the  popular  movements  of  his 
^^time,  and  to  have  become  an  unsympathetic  Tory  of  the 
^Eftld  school.  The  excesses  of  the  French  Eevolution  had  no 
^Hittle  share  in  this  transformation  of  so  ardent  a  lover  of 
^Rkben;  and  of  progress  as  Young  had  been  up  to  1792. 
^'Perbapa,  too,  his  lack  of  succeas  as  a  pnit-tical  agriculturist 
led  men  to  distmst  his  too  confidently  expressed  advice; 
while  the  querulousneas  which  marked  his  tone  at  the  time 
th&thewaslongand  vainly  waiting  for  apubhc  appointment, 
and  even  subsequently,  may  have  contributed  to  the  dis- 
like which  was  certainly  at  one  time  entertained  towards 
him  in  sundry  quarters.  But  beyond  this,  the  literary 
defects  of  his  work,  which  are  very  noticeable  in  this  Irish 
Toot,  are  doubtless  partly  responsible  for  the  neglect  that 
his  writings  have  suifered.  On  the  one  hand  Yoimg  is  cer- 
tainly an  author  whom  no  one  can  read  without  acquiring 
a  sense  of  his  great  personal  worth— a  sense  that  can 
hardly  fail  to  develop  into  admiration  and  even  affec- 
tion as  one  proceeds.  His  pen  is  vigorous  as  well  aa 
fluent;  but  his  style  ("lively,  dogmatical,  disorderly,"  as 
described  by  Sir  James  Mackintosh),  is  too  artless  to  allow 
his  works  a  place  in  literature  as  such.  His  phrases 
are  careless  and  inexact,  and  he  is  apt  to  intercalate, 
eren  into  his  most  brilliant  passages,  statistics  relating 
L  to  such  homely  details  as  manures,  and  the  like.  Never- 
IJieless  there  Is  a  certain  distinction  about  his  writings, 
tad  there  are  to  be  detected  flashes  of  humour  and  the 
ETpalsations  of  a.  great  human  heart,  which  serve  to  make 
all  that  be  wrote  extremely  pleasant  and  instructive 
reading.  Young  has  often  been  described  as  a  very  pre- 
judiced man ;  but  surely  his  freedom  from  prejudices  of 
the  ordinary  kind  is  remarkable.  He  was  prejudiced  against 
'1  farms,  against  industrial  villages,  and  against  tea- 
inking;  but  in  his  readiness  to  see  and  describe  things 


eren 

ttosi 
UieL 
■Bd 
pals 


I 


as  they  really  were,  and  not  as  lie  would  have  wished  them 
to  be,  his  freedom  from  prejudice  is  really  remarkable  ;  and 
Miss  Edgeworth  was  doubtless  right  when  she  described 
his  book  on  Ireland  as  "  the  first  faithful  portrait  of  its 
inhabitants,"  Taken  as  a  whole,  and  especially  if  viewed 
as  literature,  Young's  "Tour  in  Ireland  "is  doubtless  in- 
ferior to  his  "  Travels  in  France,"  which  appeared  twelve 
years  later.  McCuUoch  indeed  described  them  as  "  both 
excellent"  and  "  Young's  most  valuable  publications ;"  but 
the  want  of  popular  support  accorded  to  his  "  Irish  Tour" 
induced  him  t^  adopt  a  difEerent  method  of  dealing  with 
the  notes  he  took  in  France,  and  to  throw  the  narrative 
portion,  together  with  his  reflections  thereon,  into  the  first 
volume,  leaving  the  statistics  to  form  a  second  volume, 
which  would  not  indeed  have  been  published  at  all  but  for 
the  immediate  success  obtained  by.tiie  first.  lu  a  prefatory 
note  to  the  French  ••  Travels  "  Young  relates  what  a  friend 
Kaid  to  him  on  the  imjiortant'e  o£  keeping  the  narrative 
portion  o£  his  journal  intact : — 

"  Depend  on  it,  Young,  that  those  notes  you  wrote  at  the 
moment  are  more  likely  to  please  than  what  you  wiU  now 
produce  coolly,  with  the  idea  of  reputation  in  your  head  : 
whatever  j-ou  strike  out  will  be  what  is  most  interesting, 
for  you  will  be  guided  by  the  importance  of  the  subject ; 
and,  believe  me,  it  is  not  this  consideration  that  pleases,  bo 
much  as  a  careless  and  easy  mode  of  thinking  and  writing, 
which  every  man  exercises  most  when  he  does  not  compose 
for  the  press.  That  I  am  right  in  this  opinion  you  your- 
self afford  a  proof.  Your  '  Tour  in  Ireland '  (he  was  pleased 
to  say)  is  one  of  the  best  accounts  of  the  country  I  have 
read ;  yet  it  had  no  great  success.  Why  P  because  the 
chief  part  of  it  is  a  farming  diary,  which,  however  valuable 
it  may  be  to  considt,  nobody  will  rejid.  If,  therefore,  you 
print  your  journal  at  all,  print  it  so  as  to  be  read  ;  or  reject 
the  method  entirely  and  confine  yourself  to  set  dissertations, " 

I  owe  it  to  the  bherality  of  the  publishers  that  I  am  able 
in  this  edition  to  present  Young's  work  on  Ireland  intact. 
It  had  been  their  first  idea — and  to  anyone  who  turns  over 
the  pages  of  Part  I.  the  idea  will  be  intelligible  enough — 
that  the  book  should  be  sternlv  cut  down  and  c 
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pto  a  single  volume.     No  doubt  there  is  matter  in  both 

J  of  the  Tour  that  the  majority  of  readers  will  skip, 

and  that  is  in  fact  of  no  intrinsic  voloe.     But,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  none  that  is  not  of  interest  to  the  dwellers 
on  the  spots  described,  and  none  that  does  not  serve  to 
^^Unstrate  the  zeal  and  patience  of  the  author ;  while,  be- 
^^nmd   this,   we  have   his   own    express    condemnation   of 
^^nridginents.     He  had  been  grumbling  at  the  paucity  of 
^Bfehscribers  to  the  "  Annals  of  Agriculture,"  when  a  friend 
^TUggested  that  at  some  later  time  an  abridgment  of  them 
might  be  put  forth.     His  reply  was  characteristic  and 
^most    Johnsonian    iu    its   vigour :  —  "  No    abridgment 
1  ever  met  with,  if  made  by  any  person  but  the  original 
author,  was  worth  regarding.  ...  I  had  rather  see  the 
'Annals'  annihilated  than  abridged.'"     To  this  it  may 
be  added  that  a  book  which  claims  to  be  a  standard  repro- 
^^duction  of  a  work  that  has  long  been  out  of  print,  and  is 
^^BOw  scarce,  ought  certainly  to  be  a  complete  ^ttou. 
^^m  In  editing  this  work  my  aim  has  been  chiefly  to  secure  a 
^Hbixt  that  shall  1>e  accurate  as  well  as  complete,  such  that 
^^MAolars  may  quote  with  confidence  as  authentic,  and  to 
add  only  such  notes  as  the  subject-matt«r  seemed  really  to 
demand.     In  the  main  I  have  adhered  to  Young's  ortho- 
graphy and  punctuation,  though  I  have  of  course  held 
myself  free  to  correct  obvious  mistakes,  some  of  which 
were  of  such  a  kind  as  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
author  did  not  correct  his  proofs.     Such  spelling  as  is 
merely  archaic  I  have  retained,  and  I  have  extended  this 

Rldulgence  to  Young's  "  cabbins  "  and  "  turneps,"  though 
I  the  latter  case  I  have  had  my  doubts,  as  throughout  the 
ear  1777  he  spelt  the  word  "turnips."  The  names  of 
laces  have  also  sometimes  given  trouble,  and  in  a  few 
cases  I  have  been  unable  to  identify  the  spots.  Travelling 
in  days  when  guide-books  and  directories  were  unknown, 
Young  commonly  entered  in  his  diary  the  name  just  as  it 
sounded  in  his  ears ;  and  he  is  not  even  uniform  Jn  his 
spelling  of  the  same  name.  I  have  usually  given  in  a  foot- 
Dote  the  modem  spelling,  together  with  the  county  j  but 
jot  there  remain  a  few  names  which  probably  eould  only 

"Annals,"  vol.  xv.  p.  185. 
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be  identified  by  the  local  inhabitants;  and  this  applies 
especia.Uy  to  fanuBteadB  dignified  as  "  towns;"  for  what 
waa"Smith8town"  when  Young  visited  it  may  be"Browns- 
towD  "  to-day. 

The  inclusion  in  this  edition  of  all  that  Young  subse- 
quently wrote  on  Ireland  brings  into  prominence  the 
singular  fact  that  after  the  year  1797  he  kept  silence  about 
Ireland  altogether.  The  explanation  of  this  may  perhaps 
be  found  in  the  offence  which  he  took  at  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment  having  profited  by  his  advice  to  put  an  end  to  the 
bounty  on  the  inland  carriage  of  com  without  making  any  , 
return  to  him  for  his  suggestions.  Yet  it  is  not  easy  to 
see  by  what  right  he  could  have  looked  for  any  remunera- 
tion for  advice  which  cost  him  nothing ;  while  his  over- 
frank  criticism  of  certain  acts  of  the  Ihiblin  Society,  which 
he  described  as  "  absurd"  and  "  ridiculous,"  was  bound  to 
cause  offence  on  the  other  side.  That  Young's  silence 
should  have  continued  throughout  the  time  that  the  Union 
was  being  carried  is  certainly  remarkable,  It  was  a  policy 
that  he  himself  had  advocated  nearly  five  and  twenty  years 
earlier ;  yet,  with  the  pages  of  the  "  Annals  of  Agriculture  " 
at  his  service — pages  in  which,  as  the  bibliography  appended 
to  this  edition  shows,  he  wrote  with  frequency  and  with  the 
keenest  interest  on  pohtical  affairs  as  well  as  on  agricultural 
topics — he  bad  nothing  to  say  on  the  subject.  It  may  have 
been  that  he  regarded  with  disfavour  those  corrupt  methods 
by  which  the  tinioD  was  actually  carried ;  or  perhaps  the 
form  that  the  Union  ultimately  took  was  displeasing  to 
him.  We  know  from  his  own  statement'  that  he  had 
looked  for  an  Union  under  which  the  Irish  Parliament 
at  Dublin  would  have  remained  "  for  the  civil  protection  of 
the  kingdom," — a  plan  proposed  by  the  Earl  of  Shelbume, 
who  has  also  put  on  record  the  fact  that  the  elder  Pitt  was 
opposed  to  the  Union  for  the  reason,  of  special  interest  at 
the  date  of  the  publication  of  this  new  edition,  "  that  the 
British  Legislature  should  not  be  deluged  by  an  addition 
of  Irish  peers  and  commoners."  Young's  position,  in  fact, 
as  a  frank  and  unselfish  unionist  before  the  Union,  is  in 
welcome  contrast  with  the  spirit  that  so  largely  prevailed 
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;  the  false  ant]  sordid  temper  of  which  h&s  reeenilv 
a  nnspariugly  unreiled.  He  desired  ih*  Union  in  the 
interests  of  Ireland-  He  was  oonrinc^d  that  the  couQtry 
bad  eTeiythiog  to  gain  and  nothing  of  im[>oi'tanoe  to  loee 
b^  the  proposed  [>olitical  arrangement ;  and.  of  The  advan- 
tages which  Ireland  was  bound  to  secure  \<j  being  freed 
from  the  hostile  tariffs  of  England,  there  could  of  coutm 
be  no  doubt.  It  should  surely  do  something  to  rpmove  the 
bitterness  with  which  so  man;  Irishmen  have  regarded  and 
still  regard  the  policy  of  the  Union,  to  read  in  Toimg's 
[>agea  how  one  typical  Englishman — and  doubtless  there 
were  scores  of  the  same  mind  with  him — desired  it  honestly 
for  the  sake  of  Ireland. 

Ab  a  political  economist  it  must  be  confessed  that  Yoimg 
is  now  very  much  out  of  date.  He  had  definitely  taken  up 
his  position  ou  the  lines  laid  down  by  Sir  Jamea  Steuaii 
before  Adam  Smith's  epoch-making  "  Wealth  of  Nations'" 
had  been  published — it  was  in  fact  published  in  1776.  tlie 
year  that  Young  first  set  foot  in  Ireland — and  many  of  his 
ideas  are  now  obsolete.  Perhaps  he  maybe  beat  described 
as  an  English  phytiocraie.  In  his  judgment  it  was  only  by 
agriculture,  by  mining,  and  to  some  extent  by  fisheries  that 
a  nation  reaped  a  harvest ;  commerce  and  manufactures  as 
sources  of  wealth  seemed  to  him  contemptible;  and  tho 
poaseBsion  of  colonies  only  resulted  in  weakness  to  the 
mother  country.  His  opinion  that,  as  a  rule,  farming  on 
a  large  scale  has  alone  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  can  indeed 
hardly  be  said  to  be  obsolete,  since  it  has  been  recently 
revived  in  our  own  day  under  quite  altered  conditions ; 
while  his  other  (not  quite  consistent)  belief  in  peasant 
proprietorshij) — a  belief  that  was  much  strengthened  V>y 
his  travels  in  Prance,  where  he  saw  the  system  of  small 
freeholds  worked  by  their  owners  widely  established  even 
liefore  the  Revolution — has  also  many  supporters  at  the 
present  time  ;  but  of  course  tho  new  doctrine,  that  the 
State  should  by  rights  be  the  sole  and  universal  landlord, 
had  never  so  much  as  entered  Young's  head. 

And  similarly  his  political  ethics  savour  wholly  of  the 
"  regime.  Most  of  na  have  indeed  something  to  learn 
a  hia  broad  and  kindly  treatment  of  soeial  and  religious 
;  yet  there  is  occasionally  a  touch  of  contempt  in 
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his  grand  teignetir  waj  when  speaking  o£  "  tlie  poor,"  that 
ia  hardly  leaa  than  painful.  Over  and  over  agfain  ii 
course  of  his  tour  he  records  without  comment,  and 
evidently  without  the  sli);;btest  suspicion  of  injustice,  how 
landlords,  whose  title  to  their  eBtat«s  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  rested  ultimately  on  some  arl>itrary  act  of  confiscation 
by  the  Crown,  could  "  improve"  their  lands  by  the  labour 
of  the  native  poor,  whose  remuneration  was  on  the  lowest 
possible  scale,  and  how  that  these  same  uncomplaining 
poor  would  then  "  greedily"  become  tenants  of  these  "  im- 
proved" lands,  at  rents  per  acre  which,  compared  with  all 
other  contemporary  prices,  were  surely  ridiculously  high.' 
Young  was  far  indeed  from  suspecting  how  Lamennais 
would  one  day  interpret  the  text :— "  The  earth  hath  He 
given  to  the  children  of  men." 

But.  while  he  thus  shared  the  ideas  current  in  hia  day,  he  I 
was  as  much  as  any  man  concerned  in  laying  the  founda- 
tion on  which  alone  a  sound  political  economy  can  be  built. 
He  was  the  precursor  of  the  a^e  of  statistics  and  of  blue- 
books  ;  and.  not  cODt«nt  with  lamenting  the  absence  of 
official  and  trustworthy  returns — an  absence  auch  as  left 
him  only  able  to  conjecture  that  the  population  of  Great 
Britain  and  that  of  Ireland  might  be  reckoned  aa  five  and  j 
three  millions  respectively — he  did  more  than  anyone  who  ' 
had  preceded  him,  and  more  thau  most  of  those  who  have 
followed  him,  to  collect  on  the  spot  accurate  information 
of  every  kind  relating  to  national  and  domestic  economy"^ 
and  in  this  way  he  has  made  posterity  eternally  indebted 
to  hira.  Whether  or  not  we  are  prepared  to  date  a  new 
era  from  1  ?89,  we  must  at  any  rate  eonfeaa  thUt  Young  waa 
unconsciously  one  of  those  whose  work  has  made  it  reason- 
able to  maintain  that  with  the  close  of  the  last  century  a 
uew  era  actually  did  dawn  upon  mankind. 

Some  previous  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  Ireland  at 
the  period  is  necessary  for  aa  intelligent  reading  of  Young's 
"  Tour."  When,  for  example,  in  his  first  paragraph  we  are 
told  of  the  prorogation  of  the  Irish  Parliament  by  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  we  are  ready  to  conclude  that  it  was  the 
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close  of  a  smuod  muted  by  bm«G<»Dt  l«f;tsUtH>ii.  In 
|>oint  of  fact  this  PkriJameDt,  such  m  il  was.  had  be«n 
elected  m  the  spring  of  1776;  but  the  proiY^ntivn  in 
question  deferred  its  meeting  until  Octolier,  1777,  Ai»d^> 
in  any  case  it  was  but  the  shadow  of  h  Parliament,  mainly 
controlled  by  the  funds  which  the  Lord-Lieutenant  had  at 
hia  disposal,  incapable  of  serious  legislation,  and  represent- 
ing, if  it  could  be  said  to  be  repreisentattTe  at  all.  only  the 
English  and  Scotch  colonists  in  Ireland.  In  the  tcat  1771 
the  existence  of  the  Irish  Catholics  as  human  beings  and  aa 
subjects  had  so  far  tieen  recognized  that  they  were  "  per- 
mitted to  declare  their  allegiance;"  but  even  Young  did 
not  Tenture  to  suggest  their  being  admitted  tu  the  ver\- 
limited  franchise.  Nevertheless,  between  1775  and  1780 
things  progressed  merrily  towards  the  "  revolution  of  1782." 
when  '■  Ireland,  a  nation,"  stood  up  on  its  feet,  deter- 
mined to  be  DO  longer  crushed  under  the  heel  of  Grwit 
Britain.  The  anxieties  occasioned  by  the  American  wiu* 
induced  the  Farliament  at  Westminster  in  1775  to  piiaa 
certa.iD  Acts  encouraging  Irish  industries;  and  in  1777, 
under  pressure  of  the  French  alliancewith  America,  to  legis- 
late even  more  distinctly  for  the  benefit  of  Irish  commerce. 
But  it  was  not  till  1779,  that  the  rise  of  the  volunteers 
made  Irishmen  sufficiently  conscious  of  their  strengtli  to 
boycott  English  goods,'  and  in  the  person  of  Orattau  to 
face  the  Lord -Lieu  tenant  with  a  categorical  demand  for 
free-trade  with  England.  The  enrolment  of  the  volunteers 
had  been  made  possible  by  the  recall  in  1775  of  4,000 
British  troops  from  Ireland  on  account  of  the  American 
war ;  and  a  proposal  made  by  England  that  they  should  be 
replaced  by  4,000  foreign  Protestant  troops  was  negatived 
by  the  Irish  Parliament.  It  is  a  little  singular  that  Young 
roade  no  reference  to  this  striking  incident,  which  occurred 
only  a  few  months  before  he  landed. 

It  would,  however,  be  beside  the  purpose  of  this  Intro- 
duction to  give  details  concerning  the  period.  Readers  are 
referred  for  an  adequate  sketch  of  it  to  the  chapters  on 
"Ireland  in  the  Eignteenth  Century,"  by  Dr.  Sullivan,  of 
the  Queen's  College,  Cork,  in   Professor   Bryce's   "Two 

*  See  the  details  recordeil  by  Young  in  Part  ii.,  Sectiun  24. 
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Centuries  of  Irish  History."  Hardy's  "Memoirs  of  the 
Earl  of  Charlemont,"  and  Sir  George  Comewall  Lewis' 
work  "  On  Local  Disturbances  in  Ireland,"  are  of  great 
value  to  the  political  student ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  to 
mention  more  than  the  names  of  Leland,  Macgeoghegan, 
and  Plowden  among  the  earlier  historians  of  Ireland,  and 
of  Froude,  Lecky,  and  Walpole  among  the  later.  Those  who 
would  wish  to  follow  up  Young's  description  of  Ireland  in 
1776  with  others  of  a  later  date  may  be  referred  to  Wake- 
field (1812),  Inglis  (1834),  Foster  (1847).  and  Martineau 
(1852),  and  finally  to  the  **  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  Irish  Industries"  (1885).  Ireland  has  indeed  been 
written  about  by  hundreds  of  pens  and  from  every  point 
of  view ;  yet  it  may  be  questioned  whether  any  portrait  has 
been  more  faithful  than  that  drawn  by  "that  wise  and 
honest  traveller"  whose  work  is  here  reproduced. 

Arthur  W.  Hutton. 
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NTJHEROUS  as  the  publications  od  husbandry  liave 
betome  in  almost  every  part  of  Europe,  few  of  them 
let  U8  into  ita  actual  8tat«  in  any  country.  Authors  seem 
to  have  disdained  recording  the  practice,  so  muiih  have 
they  been  employed  in  prescribing  alterations.  Several 
reasons  may  be  assigned  for  this  omission  :  to  describe  the 
agriculture  of  a  province,  it  is  necessary  to  travel  into  it, 
bnd  among  the  writers  who  have  been  most  voluminous 
poD  this  subject,  the  greater  number  have  been  confined 
(  thoir  own  farms,— perhaps  to  their  firesides.  It  was 
npossible  for  them  to  have  given  detailed  descriptions  of 
Aat  they  had  never  seen. 

t  There  is  also  ti  greater  temptation  to  the  production  of 
h  didactic  works  as  are  most  usual  in  agriculture,  thun 

0  the  less  entertaining  miuutie  of  common  man^ement. 

The  man  who  composes  a  piece  for  instructing  others  how 
to  conduct  their  lands,  generally  includes  all  sorts  of  soils, 
situations,  and  circumstances ;  his  views  are  great,  his 
work  comprehensiTe,  round,  aaid  complete,  and  every  reader 
finds  something  that  suits  him.  The  success  which  has  at- 
tended the  eom,plete  bodie»,  general  Irealiseg,  and  dictionariet 
of  the  subject,  though  compiled  by  men  as  much  acquainted 
with  astronomy  as  with  agriculture,  must  have  been  owing 
to  these  circumstances;  as  the  good  reception  of  well 
written,  though  erroneous  theories,  is,  to  the  agreeable  bear- 
ing away  the  palm  due  to  the  luefvl  alone.  But  a  reader  who 
would  wish  to  receive  real  information,  should  readily  give 
op   the  pleasure  of  being  amused  for  the  use  of  being 
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instructed ;  the  number  of  Buch.  however,  will  always  bo 
comparatively  small,  and  the  writer  who  aims  simply  afc 
utility,  must  expect  his  productions  to  give  place  to  thoso 
of  a  more  amusing  turn.  Whea  a  long  course  of  years 
has  proved  the  importance  of  the  facts  he  has  collect-ed, 
his  labours  will  probably  have  their  due  estimation. 

The  details  of  common  management  are  dry  and  ud- 
entertaining ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  render  them  interesting  hj 
ornaments  of  style.  The  tillage  with  which  the  peasant 
prepares  the  ground  ;  the  manure  with  which  he  fertilizes 
it ;  the  quantities  of  the  seed  of  the  several  species  of 
grain  which  he  commits  to  it ;  and  the  products  that  repay 
his  industry,  necessarily  in  the  recital  run  into  chains  of 
repetition,  which  tire  the  ear,  and  fatigue  the  imagination. 
Great  however  is  the  structure  raised  on  this  foundation  : 
it  may  be  dry,  but  it  is  important,  for  these  are  the  circum- 
stances  upon  which  depend  the  wealth,  prosperity,  and 
power  of  nations.  The  minutite  of  the  farmer's  manage- 
ment, low,  and  seemingly  inconsiderable  as  be  is,  are  so 
many  links  of  a  chain  which  connect  him  with  the  Stat«. 
EJngs  ought  not  to  forget  that  the  splendour  of  majesty 
is  derived  from  the  sweat  of  industrious,  and  too  often 
oppressed  peasants.  The  rapacious  conqueror  who  destroys, 
and  the  great  statesman  who  protects  humanity,  ai-e  equally 
indebted  for  their  power  to  the  care  with  which  the  farmer 
cultivates  his  fields.  The  monarch  of  these  realms  must 
know,  that  when  he  is  sitting  on  his  throne  at  Westminster, 
surrounded  by  nothing  but  state  and  magnificence,  that  the 
poorest,  the  most  oppressed,  the  most  unhappy  peasant,  in 
the  remotest  comer  of  Ireland,  contributes  bis  share  to 
the  support  of  the  gaiety  that  enlivens,  and  the  splendour 
that  adorns  the  scene. 

If  such  is  the  importance  of  these  bttle  movements  in 
the  great  machine  of  the  State,  to  know  and  to  understand 
them,  surely  deserves  the  attention  of  men,  who  are  willing 
to  sacrifice  their  amusement  to  their  information.  This  ig 
in  other  words  sajiug.  that  the  state  of  common  husbandry, 
in  all  its  variations  and  connections,  ought  to  be  well  under- 
stood. Of  little  consequence  must  precepts,  maxims,  and 
directions  for  a.  better  conduct  appear,  unless  we  really 
know  the  evils  that  are  to  be  remedied,  and  the  practice* 


that  are  to  be  condemned.  Without  this  necessary  know- 
ledge, the  recommendations  of  the  most  ingenious  specii- 
lative  author,  must  be  abuost  useless  ;  and  the  labours  of 
the  eiperimentabst,  want  much  of  the  applieatiun  which 
is  to  render  hia  facta  important.  The  object  of  every 
writer  in  rural  ceconomiea  is  to  make  husbandry  better. 
But  before  they  attempt  that,  should  they  not  know  what 
it  is?  This  idea  has  oft«n  made  me,  in  reading  books  of 
agriculture,  lament  that  the  first  chapter  of  every  practical 
work,  was  not  a  plain  detailed  account  of  the  common 
management  in  the  parish  or  neighbourliood,  where  the 
author  lived  and  wrot«. 

To  render  this  sort  of  knowledge  general  and  complete, 
it  is  neceaaary  that  every  gentleman  residing  in  the  country. 
and  practising  agriculture,  should  write  and  publish  an 
account  of  so  much  as  falls  within  the  sphere  of  uia 
observation :  The  experience  of  centuries  has  shewn  us 
how  much  this  may  be  expected.  Were  it  done,  such 
joumies  aa  I  faave  regist«red  and  published,  would  have 
been  perfectly  unnecessary,  A  man  who  has  attended 
some  years  to  husbandry  in  one  place,  would  have  it  in  his 
power  to  gain  a  far  better  and  more  particular  aw^ount  of 
every  circumstance  than  it  is  possible  a  traveller  should 
procure.' 

These  accounts  however  hayingnoexiatence,  such  as  I  have 
more  than  once  offered  to  the  public  may  have  their  use : ' 
what  should  chiefly  induce  the  reader  to  think  so.  is  their 
being  taken  on  the  spot,  from  the  mouths  of  gentlemen 
or  farmers  who  reside  in  the  districts,  they  describe— that 
the  accounts  are  however  perfect,  cannot  be  expected — 
they  are  proportionally  so  to  the  sagacity,  information,  and 
experience  of  the  person  who  speaks.  When  my  intelh- 
gence  waa  received  from  a  company  of  gentlemen,  I  always 

'  A*  Secretary  to  ibp  Board  of  Agriculture  Ihe  (.ulhor  hui  Ibe  sstii- 
fJKtion,  ft  few  yean,  U(«r  of  supcrinlending  the  publication  iif  aiith  & 
MO-ierof  Agricullural  SunojsM  he  hero  pniit^innlaleB.  llehimseK 
wrote  Ihe  florvey*  nf  the  countiee  of  Suffolk,  Narfulk,  Essex,  Lincoln, 
OxCnrd  uid  Herts. 

'  The  reference  ia  to  the  "  Tnurs"  in  vsriuus  parts  of  England  which 
^Kpang  published  between  i:6Hand  1771  under  the  pseudunym  of  "The 
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waited  for  their  settling  among  themselves  &uy  difference 
of  opinion  before  I  entered  the  minute ;  and  if  they  did 
not  Eigree,  took  the  avera^  of  the  sums  or  quajititiea  in 
question. 

The  unbounded  hoBpitalitv  of  a  kingdom  in  which  every 
country  gentleman  is  by  necessity  a  farmer,  left  me  under 
very  few  difficulties,  in  gaining  intelligence  : '  but  I  did  not 
trust  entirely  to  this  source,  having  upon  most  occasions 
common  farmers  summoned  to  attsist  at  the  consulations, 
the  design  o£  which  was  my  infonnation.  Nor  did  I 
neglect  opportunities  of  making  inquiries  of  the  cottagers, 
and  of  examining  into  their  situation  and  way  of  living — 
the  iof ormation  I  procured  in  this  Une,  I  apprehend  to  be 
of  consequence :  in  Englajid  we  know  pretty  well  the  state 
of  the  poor,  but  their  circumstances  in  other  countries 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  first  objects  of  a  traveller's  attention, 
since  from  their  eaae  or  oppression,  a  multitude  of  con- 
clusions may  be  drawn  relative  to  government,  wealth,  and 
national  prosperity.' 

That  the  agriculture  of  both  these  islands  is  of  tha 
highest  importance,  no  one  will  deny,  and  perhaps,  when 
the  present  state  of  Europe  is  well  considered,  it  vrill  in  a 
political  light  be  deemed  more  so  than  ever  it  was  at  any 
former  period.  It  is  true  we  are  at  present  in  a  war  witti 
France,  but  I  must  own,  the  period  appears  to  me  fast 
approaching,  when  all  the  western  part  of  Europe  will  find 
an  absolute  necessity  of  uniting  in  the  closest  bands.  If 
the  scene  which  has  annihilated  Dantzick,'  was  now  acting 
at  Hamburgh  and  Amsterdam,  I  do  not  see  where  the 
power  is  to  be  found,  to  prevent  or  revenge  it.  The  con- 
sequence  of    France  has  been  long   declining,  and   the 

I  IrlHh  hnspilality  iaproForbial.  SobertPsTneufs  ("  Briefe  Doscrip- 
lion  of  Ireland  made  in  this  jeere"  I6B9,  p.3)  :  "  Tbeir  nnlcrtaioment  fbr 
your  diet  ihalbe  more  wflcomc  and  pientifull  then  rieanly  and  b«id- 
(iime  ;  for  although  they  did  neuer  see  you  before  they  will  moke  you 
th«  best  chetkre  their  country  yeeldeth  for  two  or  three  daiea,  knd  l>k» 


not  anytbiag  therefore, 

*  Cf.  Dr.  Johnson,  "  A  aeceni  proiision 
of  ciriliMtion."    Boswell's  "life    (ed.  G. 


HknBMtio  Letgns,  it  had  been  nominsily  anbjevt  for  n 
'' WW  tnuuferred  to  Pmuia  ji 


for  the  poor  is  the  true  test 

J.  Bill),  ii.  130. 
lirat  partition  of  Poland  in 
imporlant  member  of  th* 


AUTHOBS   PREFACE.  S 

transfer  of  her  exertions  from  the  land  to  the  sea.  service, 
maj  be  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Europe.  If  ever  the  fatal 
dav  comes,  wheu  that  exertion  is  to  be  made,  all  her  neigh- 
bours would  feel  it  their  common  interest  to  second  and 
support  her.  Much  would  it  then  be  regretted,  that  the 
streiigth  and  resources  of  those  powers  should  have  been 
so  exhausted  bj  wars  among  themselves,  as  to  be  disabled 
in  the  moment  when  most  signally  wanted.  Then  it  would 
appear,  that  France  should  have  directed  all  her  attention  to 
her  arm  J,  and  Britain  to  her  navy,  as  the  best  united  means 
of  resisting  what  Lord  Chesterfield  very  justly  terms, 
"new  devils,"  arising  in  Euroiie.  But  from  whatever 
<|iiarter  danger  may  arise  to  Great  Britain,  it  much  behoves 
her,  while  other  powers  are  rising  so  incredibly  in  force,  to 
take  every  means  that  Providence  permits,  to  strengthen 
herself ;  and  that  the  most  secure  and  solid  way  of  doing 
this,  is  by  carrying  all  the  arts  of  cultivation  in  both 
islands,  to  the  highest  pitch  of  perfection  that  ia  practical, 
nobody  will  I  apprehend  deny. 

That  too  much  national  attention  cannot  be  given  to 
agriculture,  never  appeared  so  strong  as  it  does  in  the 
present  period.  The  legislature  of  this  kingdom  has  for 
a  centuiT  bent  all  its  endeavours  to  promote  the  commercial 
fygtem.  The  statute  book  is  crowded  with  laws  for  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  commerce,  and  colonies, 
and  in  some  instances  at  the  expeoce  of  the  improvement 
of  the  national  soil.  Yet  in  that  period  only  one  great 
agricultural  measure  was  embraced,  the  bounty  on  the 
eiport  of  com,  frittered  down  to  the  present  system,  which 
turns  out  with  or  without,  but  certainly  by  the  connivance 
of  law.  to  be  a  constant  import  scheme,  in  order  to  reduce 
the  prices  of  the  earth's  products,  in  favour  of  those  classes 
whose  monopolizing  spirit  has  had  the  direct  tendency  to 
beggar  and  ruin  the  kingdom.  Whoever  considers  atten- 
tively the  eommereial  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  will  not 
think  there  is  anything  paradoxical  in  this  assertion. 

The  entire  administration  of  the  colonies  has  been  com- 
mercial. It  has  been  made  a  trader's  project,  and  the 
spirit  of  monopoly  pervaded  every  step  of  our  progress  in 
filanting  and  rearing  those  settlements.  They  were  governed 
by  the  narrow  spirit  of  a  counting  house,  which  in  the 
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plantation  of  countries  formed  to  be  the  residence  of  great 
nationa,  neither  saw  nor  permitted  anr  thing  better  than 
a  monopolized  market.  It  was  this  spirit  that  shackled 
those  countries  in  such  commercial  fetters  aa  to  render  them 
incapable  of  contributing  to  the  necessities  of  the  general 
government  of  the  empire  Had  a  more  litieral  policy 
been  embraced,  such  contributione  would  have  been  early- 
introduced,  with  a  capability  (from  a  free  commerce)  ot 
supporting  them,  The  commercial  government  gave  up 
the  advantage  of  all  contribution  for  the  greater  profit  of 
monopoly  :  it  was  evident  that  both  could  not  be  had,  till 
those  countries  became  too  great  and  powerful  to  be  forced 
into  new  and  unjust  habits.  Nothing  therefore  can  be 
more  idle  than  to  say.  that  this  set  of  men,  or  the  other 
administration,  or  that  great  minist^i.  occasioned  the 
American  war.  It  was  not  the  Stamp  Act,  nor  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act  ;  it  was  neither  Lord  Rockingham  nor 
Lord  North,  but  it  was  that  baleful  monopolizing  spirit  of 
commerce  that  wished  to  govern  great  nations,  on  ths 
maxima  of  the  counter.  That  did  govern  them  so  i  and  in 
the  case  of  Ireland  and  the  Indies  does  still  govern  them 
BO.  Had  not  the  trader's  system  been  embraced,  America 
would,  in  consequence  of  taxation,  have  been  long  ago 
united  with  Britain ;  but  our  traders  knew  very  well  that 
a  free  commerce  would  follow  a  union. 

Nor  is  it  only  in  the  loss  of  vast  territories  that  we  feel 
the  direful  effects  of  the  monopolising  spirit.  The  greatest 
part  of  the  national  debt  is  owing  to  the  two  last  wars, 
which  cost  us  one  hundred  milUons  st«rling,  and  arose 
Bolely  from  mercantile  causes :  that  of  1740  was  a  war  for 
the  protection  of  English  smugglers:  and  that  of  1756, 
sprung  fi'om  an  apprehension  that  the  French  would 
divide  the  American  market  with  our  traders :  the  present, 
which  may  be  as  expensive  Iwfore  it  is  finished  aa  either  of 
the  former,  was  owing  to  a  determination  to  secure  the 
market  we  had  gained.  But  all  the  wars  are  for  markets 
or  smuggling,  or  trade  or  manufacture.  That  vast  debt 
which  debilitates  the  kingdom,  those  taxes  we  pay  for 
having  lost  thirteen  j)rovinceB,  and  the  hazard  we  now  run. 
of  losing  or  ruining  Ireland,  are  all  owing  to  the  former 
predilection  of  our  government  for  the  trading  system. 
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;■  I  should  go  much  beyond  the  line  ot  truth  to  declare. 
I"that  trade  and  manufacture  are  necessarily  ruinous.  The 
very  contrary  is  my  opinion ;  extensive  manufactures,  and 
a  flourishing  commerce,  are  the  very  beat  friends  of  agri- 
culture, aa  I  have  endeaToured  to  show  more  at  large  in 
my  Political  Arithmetic'  What  I  would  ui^e  here  is.  that 
tr«de  is  an  admirable  thing;  but  a  trading  government 
a  most  pernicious  one.  Protect  and  encourage  merchants 
and  mantifacturers  in  every  exertion  of  their  industry ;  but 
listen  not  to  them  in  the  legislature.  They  never  yet  were 
the  fathers  of  a  scheme  that  had  not  monopoly  for  its 
principle.  It  has  been  the  fata.lity  of  our  government  to 
attend  to  them  on  every  occasion.  We  are,  at  this  moment,  in 
the  full  maturity  of  the  evils  which  a  legislature,  influenced 
by  traders,  can  bring  upon  a  country.  Nor  can  I  without 
astonishment  view  the  commercial  jealousy  that  has  arisen 
^^B  Europe  in  the  last  50  years.  Other  nations  have  caught 
^^■C  tia  the  commemal  spirit.  They  have  attributed  the 
^^Bfects  of  the  noblest  and  most  perfect  system  of  free- 
^^Bmi  the  world  has  ever  seen,  to  the  trade  of  the  country. 
^T)elnded  mortals!  Give  your  subjects  the  liberty  which 
Englishmen  enjoy,  and  trade  will  spring  up  one  among 
the  many  luxuriant  branches  of  that  wide  extended  tree. 
Liberty,  not  trade,  has  been  the  cause  of  England's  great- 
ness. Commerce  and  all  its  consequences  have  been  the 
effect  not  the  cause  of  our  happiness.  France  has,  with  the 
same  sort  of  folly,  overlooked  the  simple  and  obvious  ad- 
vantage of  improving  her  noble  territory  for  the  more  pre- 
carious profits  of  trade:  and  what  are  the  consequences? 
She  too  has  hazarded  those  wars  for  commerce,  which  have 
exhausted  her  resources,  mortgaged  her  revenues,  and  de- 
bilitat«d  every  principle  of  her  national  strength. 

When  the  present  rage  for  monopoly  (the  true  charac- 
teristic of  the  commercial  syat-em)  has  half  beggared  Europe 
with  the  thirst  of  wealth  ;  and  that  nations  have  grown 
wiser  by  experience,  they  will,  it  is  to  lie  hoped,  found 
their  greatness  in  the  full  cultivation  of  their  territories ; 
the  wealth  resulting  from  that  exertion,  will  remain  at 

ind  part  jn  1779,  after 
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home,  a.ad  be  secure ;  nothia);  in  that  progreBS  will  kindle 
the  jealousy  of  neighbours- — no  vile  monopohes — no  restric- 
tions  —no  regulating  duties  are  wanting :  perpetual  w&ra, 
heavy  debts,  Bjid  minoua  taxes,  will  not  be  necessary  to 
extend  and  promote  agriculture,  inseparable  aa  they  have 
been  from  commerce. 

To  a  philosophical  eye  the  present  conduct  of  commercial 
Europe  ia  an  inexplicable  enigma.  The  mercantile  system 
of  England  having  grasped  at  and  possessed  the  monopoly 
of  the  North  American  market,  France,  in  the  transactions 
which  preceded  the  war  of  1756,  manifested  the  plainest 
jealousy  of  our  power  in  North  America:  the  most  ill- 
founded  jealousy,  aa  experience  has  shewn,  that  could  actuate 
a  nation.  The  two  countries  engaged  in  the  war  upon  & 
subject  merely  commercial ;  and  it  coat,  between  them, 
above  an  hundred  millions  sterling,  the  one  to  be  driven 
out  of  Canada,  and  the  other  to  lose  America  by  rebellion. 
Is  it  possible  that  the  rulers  of  these  two  kingdoms,  if 
they  had  an  inclination  to  amuse  themselves  with  expend* 
ing  such  a  sum,  had  so  poor  a  genius  that  they  could  not 
devise  the  means  of  doing  it  at  home,  in  the  encourage- 
ment of  agriculture  and  arts ;  in  inclosurea,  navigations, 
roads,  harbours,  the  cultivation  of  wastes,  draining  marshes, 
raising  palaces,  &c.  't 

In  the  Duke  de  Choiseul's  ministry  we  were  on  the  point 
of  another  commercial  war,  we  had  a  greater  trade  to  India 
than  France,  and  in  order  to  balance  it,  that  kingdom  was 
ready  to  expend  fifty  millions  more.  Then  Sp^n  takes 
commercial  umbrage,  at  our  settling  with  commercial  views 
on  a  rock,  the  great  products  of  which  are  seals  and  pen- 
guins ;'  the  affair  could  not  cost  less  than  five  millions  j 
but  that  is  a  trifle  in  the  affairs  of  trade — for  see,  we  are 
now  engaged  in  a  freah  career  of  commerce  with  America, 
and  the  whole  house  of  Bourbon.  Upon  a  moderate  com- 
putation, France,  Spain,  and  Britain,  will  each  of  them 

'  The  rcfarenra  is  lo  the  Falklanil  IiUnils,  originaltj  discovered  by 
Daviiiii  1S9S,  occupied  bjr  France  1710-64,  bought  at  that  dftt«  h)'  the 
Spaaikrdl  for  ie3l),000,  »nd  then  claimed  by  England  on  the  ground  uf 

Ertor  discovery.  This  claim  oearty  led  to  twarbeliveeD  the  Iwoconntries; 
ut  in  1771  Spain  mrrendered  the  islands  to  England,  In  that  year 
Dr.  Jobnwin  published  his  "  Thoughts  on  the  late  TroniacllonsreBpet-ling 
l-'alkland's  Islands." 
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md  enough  in  it  to  improTe  three  or  four  provinces  to 

e  highest  pitch  of  cultivation  ;  which  instead  of  Blaughter- 
ing  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  men,  and  leaving  thrice 
that  number  of  widows  and  orphans,  would  render  a  greater 
number  of  families  happy  for  life,  and  leave  a  rich  and  in- 
creasing legacy  of  ease  and  plenty  to  their  posterity :  and 
all  the  slaughter,  ruin,  poverty  and  destruction,  that  is 
thus  brought  on  the  human  species,  is  for  the  sake  of  com- 
merce. 

It  waa  the  commercial  system  that  founded  those  colonies 
— commercial  profits  reared  them — commercial  avarice 
monopolised  them — and  commercial  ignorance  now  wars 
to  recover  the  possession  of  what  is  not  intrinsically  worth 
the  powder  and  ball  that  are  shot  away  in  the  quarrel.  The 
same  baneful  commercial  genius  influences  France  and 
Spain  to  exhaust  their  revenues,  ruin  their  subjecte,  and 
BtAgnate  every  branch  of  domestic  industry,  for  distant, 
ideal,  and  precarious  commercial  advantages. 

But  to  return.  The  manufactures,  commerce,  and  fisheries 
of  Ireland,  are  objects  of  much  importance  to  Great  Britain  ; 
and  as  the  information  I  procured  concerning  them,  was 
chiefly  gained  on  the  spot,  and  given  me  without  those 
intentions  of  deceiving,  which  are  too  common,  wJien  such 
particulars  are  introduced  politically  to  the  world,  I  believe 
the  reader  will  not  be  sorry  at  my  having  given  them  a 
|ilace. 

The  general  view  of  the  kingdom  I  have  given  from  the 
whole  of  the  intelligence,  will,  I  flatter  myself,  throw  Ireland 
into  that  just  light,  in  which  she  has  not  hitherto  appeared. 
The  many  erroneous  ideas  concerning  the  rental,  wealth, 
&nd  consequence  of  that  island,  with  which  every  book  is 
filled  that  treats  of  it,  will  be  here  explained.  The  reader 
will  find  the  progress  of  national  prosperity,  its  present 
state,  and  the  vast  field  of  improvement  which  Irelajid  will 
continue,  until  it  comes  to  be  everything  to  Britain  which 
the  warmest  patriot  could  wish.  For  so  happy  a  state  to 
arrive,  nothing  is  wanting  but  this  country  to  change  her 
policy,  and  cherish  that  industry  she  has  hitherto  seemed 
so  anxious  to  shackle. 

After  having  travelled  through  the  greatest  part  of  the 
kingdom,  I  found,  upon  sitting  down  to  give  an  account 
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ot  those  circumatanceB,  not  immediately  arisiiig  from  the 
buebandry  of  the  country,  that  I  was  iu  want  of  man/ 
public  acco\itit«  uf  tmde,  manufactures,  taiee,  &v.,  not  to 
be  procured  u[>un  a  joumpy.  I  was  for  some  time  in  cor- 
respondence with  Bome  friends  in  Dublin  to  gain  these,  but 
after  passing  near  a  twelvemonth  in  expectation,  I  found 
it  would  be  impossible  to  procure  the  necessary  jiaperB 
without  going  tluther ;  I  accordingly  went  and  resided 
nine  weeks  in  that  city,  very  busily  employed  in  examin- 
ing and  transcribing  public  records  and  accounts,  which 
enabled  me  to  give  such  a  detail  of  those  subjects,  as  has 
not  hitherto  been  laid  before  the  public.  I  may  without 
ex^geration  assert,  that  all  these  objects  for  want  of 
industry  in  those  who  have  written  concerning  Ireland, 
hare  been  treated  in  the  way  of  guess,  conjecture,  and 
declamation,  to  answer  particular  purposes,  instead  of  any 
detail  of  facts.  Part  of  these  en<|uirieB  may  be  uninterest- 
ing to  those  who  do  not  reside  in  the  country,  but  I  am 
nevertheless  so  much  convinced  of  their  importance  to 
England,  as  well  as  to  Ireland,  thnt  I  have  determiued 
to  explain  them  as  fully  as  I  was  able,  tedious  as  they 
may  appear  to  those,  who  read  rather  for  amusement,  than 
information.  Perhaps  there  would  be  no  impropriety  in 
prefixing  to  all  the  productions  I  venture  before  the  public, 
this  caution  :  I  have  been  reproached  for  being  tedious, 
but  I  profess,  to  treat  that  subject  which  I  think  (vainly 
perhaps)  I  understand,  in  so  detailed  a  manner,  that  if  my 
pieces  were  not  unent«rtainiiig.  they  would  very  indifferently 
answer  the  end,  to  accomplish  which,  I  have  travelled,  ptae- 
tiaed  and  written. 

Husbandry  is  an  art  that  has  hitherto  owed  less  to 
reasoning  that  I  believe  any  other.  I  know  not  of  any 
discoveries,  or  a  single  beneficial  practice  that  has  clearly 
flowed  from  this  source.  But  every  one  is  well  acquainted 
with  many  that  have  been  the  result  of  experiment  and 
registered  observation.  There  is  no  people  existing  so 
backward  but  have  some  good  practices  to  copy,  as  well  as 
errors  to  avoid.  To  describe  both  is  to  give  a  chain  of  con- 
nected facta  that  must,  in  the  end,  prove  useful  to  such  as 
will  read  and  digest  them  with  attention  and  reflection : 
but  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  this  is  a  study  very  far  from 
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musing.  The  registera  of  sueh  joumieB,  aa  I  have  em- 
ployed a  great  deal  of  time  and  expence  in  making,  mast 
necessarily  be  exceedingly  dull  to  those  who  read  for 
pleasure:  so  dist^reeable.  tliat  they  will  certainly  throw 
down  the  volume  with  as  much  dis|^st  as  they  would 
tables  of  arithmetic.  The  flattering  circumstance  of  a, 
successful  publication  is  aot  thus  to  be  eijiected.  The 
present  age  is  much  too  idle  to  buy  books  that  will  not 
banish  I'enniiye  from  a  single  hour.  Success  depends  on 
amusement.  The  historical  performances  of  this  &ge  and 
nation,  which  have  proved  so  honourable  to  their  authors, 
would  have  met  with  a  less  brilliant  success,  had  not  the 
charms  of  stile  rendered  them  aa  amusive  as  a  romance. 
Their  extreme  popularity  is  perhaps  built  on  rivalling,  not 
only  the  authors  that  had  before  treated  the  same  subjects, 
but  Sir  Charles  Qrandisou  and  Julia.  That  this  observa- 
tion, however,  when  applied  to  books  of  agriculture  is  just, 
will  appear  from  the  very  ill-succesB  met  with  by  authors 
of  capital  merit,  and  the  great  sales  that  have  attended  the 
most  miserable  performances.  The  merit  of  Mr.  Lisle's 
husbandry  has.  in  manj  years,  carried  it  but  into  the 
second  edition.'  Mr.  Hitt's  treatise  on  husbandry  hoe  not 
been  reprinted,  and  is  very  little  known,  yet  there  are  par- 
ticulars in  it  of  more  merit  than  half  a  score  volumes 
that  have  been  successful.^  Even  the  elegant  essays  ou 
husbandry  of  my  old  and  much  regretted  fnend  Mr.  Harte, 
have  not  been  reprinted,'    Proofs  to  which  many  more 

^^aight  be  added,  that  the  publick  reception  does  not  always 

^BpArk  the  merit  of  a  book. 

^^F*  "ObMrvktions  un  Hiubaadry,"  by  Mward  LiaL',  originnlly  pu!i- 
Mhed  in  one  •nlume  in  1756,  was  ro-issiied  in  two  vdumes  in  1767  and 
KgmiD  in  171)9. 

'  "  ATrealiK  on  Hnsbandrj,"  bj  'I'bomas  Hitt  (1760),  treats  cliiefly 
of  the  eneloenre  of  nasls  lands  uid  tbe  niiaiiiK  of  tiuibpr-treea. 

•  Walter  Kane's  "Fasaya  on  Hugbundry  "  11764'),  were,  hr.wever, 
rpprinled  in  17B(l.  The  book  is  praiwd  by  McCnlloch  *5  well  u  bj 
Dr.  J'lbnton,  The  latter  cajs  of  [he  author,  (who  waa  suoct-uiTely  Vice- 
Prilicii»l  of  SL  Mary  Hall,  Canon  of  Windsor,  anil  Kectnr  of  fit,  Austell 
•oj  81.  Blauy.Cornwall)  that  hewas  "amanof  themoMtcoinpanioaablD 
Ulenu  be  had  erer  known."  Uf  a  "  Hiatory  of  GiiBtatos  Adolphui," 
bj  the  same  author,  he  said,  dtscrlminatingl/,  "  Ita(I>'r<-cU  proreeiled  not 
ttam  Imbecility  bat  from  foppery."  (Boiweira  "Life."!!.,  130,  andiv.,  78,^ 
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Any  real  utility  that  may  result  from  this  work  out  of 
Ireland,  can  only  be  from  those  who  determine  steadily  to 
become  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  they  can  procure,  in 
order  to  compare,  combine,  and  draw  conclusions  from 
them.  To  men  thus  scientific,  too  many  facts  can  never 
be  published ;  and  with  such.  I  Satter  myself,  I  shall  be 
readily  pardoned  for  having  added  so  many  to  the  number. 
Indeed  I  sometimes  smile  in  reading  performances,  the 
authors  of  which  think  me  of  importance  enough  to  do 
me  the  honour  of  abusing  for  whole  pages  together,  at 
the  veiy  time  that  they  make  extremely  free  with  infor- 
mation they  never  might  have  known,  had  my  labours 
been  wrought,  like  their  own,  at  a  fire  side.  But  while  I 
am  happy  in  the  good  opinion,  and  instructed  in  the  cor- 
respondence of  8ome  of  the  first  chai-acters  in  Europe — 
while  my  writings  will  stand  the  test  with  such  men  as 
a  Harte,  a  Haller,  and  an  Arbuthnot,  I  am  perfectly  in- 
different to  the  ideas  of  the  Moores,  Shirleys.  Marshals, 
and  Wimpeys  of  the  age. 

There  is  one  part  of  these  papers  which  particularly 
demands  an  apology.  I  have  ventured  to  recommend  to 
the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  several  courses  of  husbandry, 
as  improvements  upon  what  I  found  them  practicing,  and 
have  given  directions  how  they  should  be  performed.  This 
is  going  a  little  out  of  my  way  ;  for  it  is  that  species  of 
writing  which  I  am  apt  to  condemn.  Instnietiona  in  this 
subject  should,  more  than  in  any  other,  be  gathered  simply 
from  the  register  of  experiments  and  repeated  observa- 
tions :  but  having  been  requested  by  many  gentlemen  on 
the  journey  to  do  it,  I  have  submitted  to  their  opinion, 
rather  in  contradiction  to  my  own,  I  have  reflected  at- 
tentively on  the  circumstances  of  Ireland  before  1  drew  up 
these  recommendations ;  and  I  believe,  that  those  who  are 
best  acquainted  with  the  kingdom  will  not  think  what  I 
have  proposed  entirely  inapplicable. 

Having  given  such  explanations  of  the  design  of  this 
work  as  appeared  necessary,  there  only  remains  to  insert  the 
names  of  those  who  were  pleased  to  favour  me  with  their 
assistance  in  executing  it. 

To  the  following  persons  only  I  was  indebted  for 
recommendations  to  Ireland  : — 


AtrraoR's  pbefack. 

Tlie  EmI  of  Slielboroe. 

The  Donager  Lady  Mlililletoii. 

Mra,  Vesey. 

Edmund  Biirke,  Est). 

Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq. 

John  Arbnthnot,  Efui- 

Governor  Fownal. 

Lord  Keomare. 

John  Bftker  Holntyd,  Esq. 

David  Barclay,  Esq. 

Sucli  w^re  the  small  number  of  persons  in  England,  who, 
Iiefore  I  went,  took  the  trouble  t<)  interest  themselves  in 
the  undertaking.     As   to   the    great   body  of  abaenteea, 
knowing  that  there  was  not  one  but  could  contribute  to 
my  being  well  informed,  by  cards  to  their  agents,  I  took 
the  most  effectual  means  of  letting  them  know  my  inten- 
tion ;  but,  except  the  few  just  named,  the  design  was  not 
happy  enough  to  appear  in  such  a  light,  as  to  induce  them 
to  contribute  to  it.     Indeed  there  are  too  many  poaseBsors 
^^of  great  estates  in  Ireland,  who  wieh  to  know  nothing  more 
^U)f  it  than  the  remittance  of  their  rents. 
^B    The  circumstance  was  rather  discouraging,  and  I  began 
Hno  apprehend  that  I  might  want   information ;    but  the 
^"reception  I  met  at  Dublin  immediately  removed  it ;  and 
the  following  list  of  those  who  were  so  obliging  as  to  take 
erery  means  of  haTing  me  perfectly  well  informed,  will 
show  that  I  was  not  disappointed. 


The   Earl   of  Harconrt,   Lord 

Lieutenant. 
Earl  of  Charlemount,  Dublin. 
Mr.    AlacbphftrUnd,     LultreU 

Ttncn. 
Bight  Hon.  ThomaB  ConoUy. 

Clements,  EiM{.,KiUailooii. 

Colonel  Marley,  Celbridge 
Dnke  of  Leinei«r,  CattUlon 

Jones,  Esq.,  Dolleilon 

)t    Hon.    H,    L.  Rowley, 
r  Rill. 


Earl  of  Moniingtoii. 

Right    Hon.   William    Burton, 

Koine  Ca>tie. 

Jeb,  Esq..  Slaine. 

Mr.  Gerard,  Gibbflovm. 
Eftrl  of  Bective,  Heard/ort. 
Lord  Longford,  Packenham. 
Captain  Johnston. 
Rev,     Dean       Coote,     Shaen 

CaitU. 

Drown,  Esq. 

Mr.  Butler,  near  Carlow. 
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^M           Mercer,  Esq.,  Laughlin 

Robert        Alexander,        Esq., 

■               Bridge. 

Berry. 

^            QervM     Parker    Busli,     Esq., 

Rev,  Mr.  Bernard. 

Kilfamt. 

Rev.  Mr.  Golding,  ClonUigh. 

Colonel  Nun. 

E«rl  of  Courtown. 

Mount  Charlet. 

Thomas  Nesbitt,  Esq. 

Moma  Ktnnedy. 

Sir    James     Caldwell,     Bart.. 

Baron  Hamilton,  Ballybriggen. 

CanUe  Caldwel. 

Lord    Chief    Barou     Forster, 

The  Earl  of  Ross,  BrIUiilt. 

Cullm. 

Lord     ViBCount     Inniakilling, 

Lord  Gosfort,  Market  Hill 

/•fcrence  Cowl. 

His  Grace  the  Lord   Primate. 

Earl  of  Famham,  Famham. 

Armugh. 

W.  G.  Newcomen,  Esq.,  Bally- 

Mr.       William       Macgeough, 

cloagh 

ditto. 

Thomas  Mahon,  Esq.,  Stroket- 

Bishop  of  Clonfert. 

Icwii. 

Maxwell  Close,  Esq. 

The  Bishop  of  Elphin,  Elpkia. 

Kichardaon,  Esq. 

Bishop  of  Kilmore. 

Leslie,  Esq.,  Olanhagh. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Fitimaurice, 

Workman,  Esq.,  Mahon. 

Bight   irou.   William   Brown- 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Joalina  Cooper, 

low,  Lvrgan. 

Mercra. 

Warren,   Warrenttown. 

Lewis  Inine,  Esq,  Tanrego. 

Mr.  Clibbora,  ditto. 

Bi-own,  Eiiq.,  Portland. 

The  Binhop  of  Down,  Liihume, 

Right     Hon.     Thomas     King, 

John  Alexander,  Esq.,  Btlfail. 

Ballj/na 

Portis,  Bsc].,  ditta. 

Bishop  of  KiUalla,  Kitlalla. 

Arthur  Buntiii,  Esq.,  ditto. 

Hutchinson,  Esq.,  ditto. 

Mr.  Holmes,  ditu,. 

The  Earl  of  Altamont,  Weil- 

Dr.  Halliday,  ditto. 

'port. 

Patrick    Sa\-age,    Esq.,    Porta 

Mr.  Lindsay,  milymount. 

Ferry. 

His  Grace   the  Archbishop  of 

Ainaworth,  Esq.,  Strang- 

Tuam,  T<iam. 

ford. 

Robert  French,  Esq.,  Momai. 

John     O'Neal,      Esq..     Shatn 

Mr.    Andrew      Trench,     Oal- 

Caitle. 

way. 

James  Leslie,  Esq.,  LeiUe  HiU. 

Frederick  Trench,  Esq.,  Wood- 

Kev.  Mr.  Leslie. 

lawn. 

^^        Bight  Hon.  Richard  Jsckaon, 

Robert  Gregory,  Esq.,  KiUar- 

^^L           Coleraine. 

tan. 

^^^^^^^^^1  ~^^" 
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Sir     Lucius      O-Brien.     D»rt.. 

EarlofGIandore,  ^rrf/frt. 

Lord  CroBbie,  Hitto. 

Mr.  Robert  Fiugerald. 

Robert        Fitzgerald,        Esq., 

Mr-  Singleton. 

Wood/ord. 

Mr.  Thomaa  Mark?,  l.imeriek. 

Edward  Leslie,  E«q.,  Tarbat 

Richard  Aldworlh.  Esq.,  Ann»- 

Mrs.  Quin,  Adair. 

grove. 

Ri^-ht      H.m.     Silver     Oliver, 

Lord  Donneraile,  Dmntrailt. 

CmlU  Oliver. 

Denham    Jepaon,    Ea(].,   Mal- 

lou,. 

Matarthy,    jun.,    Ebq,, 

Denham    Jepwn,   jun.,    Esq., 

Spring  house. 

Malloic. 

Mr.  Allen. 

Bobert   Gordon,    Es.].,   Neic 

Lord  de  Montalt.  Dwidmm. 

grove. 

Right   Hon.   Sir   William   Os- 

St.     John      Jefferjee,      Esq., 

borne,  Hart.,  JVew/own. 

Blarney  CiuHe. 

Moore,     Eh<].     Marie- 

Dominifk    Trent,    Eeq.,   Dun- 

field. 

kettle. 

Earl     of    Tyrone,      Curragh- 

TUe  Earl  of  Sbannon,   CailU 

Marh/r. 

CorneliuB  Bolton,  Esq.,  Batly- 

Robert  Longficld.  Esc|.,  CaHle 

eavem. 

Mary. 

ComeliuB    Bolton,  jun.,    Esq., 

Earl  of  Inchiqiiin,  Rmtellaii. 

dilln. 

Kev.     the     Dean     of     Curke, 

Richard  Nevill,  Enq.,  Fiirneu. 

Corke. 

John  Lloyd,  Esq.,  Gloifer. 

Rev.  Archdeacon  Oliver. 

Michael  Head,  Eiq  ,  Derri,. 

Herbert.  Esq.,  Mvcrm. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd,  Cullei,. 

Arthur    Blennerhftsset,    E»q., 

Lord   Viscount   Kiiigaborough, 

Arbtlla. 

MiUheUtou^. 

Sueh  are  the  coatributore  to  this  work.     It  is  with  the              | 

utmoHt  pleMure  I  reHcLt  on 

the  liberal,  polite,  and  friendlv              1 

manner  in  which  I  was  received  by  such  a  numlier  of              ■ 

persons,  among  whom  are  many  of  the  most  distingutehed              1 

cbtiracters  in    Ireland — characters   that   would   reflect  a              | 

lustre  upon  any  nation. 

■ 

The  most  careless  eye  will  discern  at  once  the  great              ■ 

^jdTantages.  which  the  uncommon,  bnt  polite  hoepiUUty              | 

^BC  the  nation,  united  with  a 

eagerness  to  do  whatever  had             ■ 
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the  most  distant  appearance  of  being  senriceable  to  their 
country,  gave  me  in  describing  it.  If,  with  all  these 
adyantages,  Ireland  is  not  in  future  much  better  known 
than  ever  she  was  before,  the  fault  is  entirely  mine,  and  I 
have  little  to  plead  in  extenuation  of  it. 


Arrival  in  Dublin.— lD[roi1uc«<l  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, — Lord 
Cbu-letnoni'i  bonse  in  Dublin  and  rills  at  Murino.— Dpscriplion  of 
Dublin.— The  Imh  Parliament.— La  it  rell's  Town.- Lord  Harcourt  at 
St.  Wolalan'a.— Col.  Miirlay  at  Cell  bridge.— TAiiglinslown.—LncaD. 
Jr.  CoQ»ll/s  at  Castletown. 

UNE  19th,  1776.  amved  at  Holyhead,  after  an  instruc- 
tive journey  through  a  part  of  Eagland  and  Wales  I 
aeen  before.  Found  the  packet,  the  Claremont, 
Taylor,  would  sail  very  soon.  After  a  t«dioua 
of  twenty-two  hours,  landed  on  the  20th,  in  the 
iming.  at  Duulary,'  four  miles  from  Ehiblin,  a  city  which 
lOch  exceeded  my  expectation ;  the  public  buildings  are 
ma^ificent,  very  many  of  the  streets  regularly  laid  out,  and 
exceedingly  well  built.  The  front  of  the  Parliament- hotme 
is  grand;  though  not  so  light  as  a  more  open  fiuishing  of 
~  roof  would  have  made  it.'  The  apartments  are  spacious, 
.t,and  convenient,  much  beyond  that  heap  of  confuaioii 
,  BO  inferior  to  the  magnificence  to  be  looked 
the  seat  of  empire.  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  arrive 
juat  in  tiiue  to  see  Lord  Harcourt,  with  the  usnal  cere- 
monies, prorogue  the  Parliament."      Trinity  College  is  a 

*  The  nune  of  Dunteary  was  ohungctl  to  Kingstown  on  the  oooiiaiun 
nf  George  IV.  embarking  here  fur  EnRlsitd  after  his  viait  to  Ireland  in 
IS^l. 

'  A>  is  well  knowni  tbe  Irish  I'arijument  House  has  been  occupieil 
■inM  the  Union  by  Ibe  Bank  of  Irelsod. 

*  "'        ,  Mcond  Viscount  and   lirat  Karl  of  Ilaruourl,   had  been 
ta  George  III.   when   I'rioce   o''  Wales.      He  was   made 

any  of  Ireland  in  1773,  and  was  recnDed  shortly  after  the  e|iJsode 


ugran 
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beautiful  buildiag  and  n,  numeroua  society  ;  the  library  is 
a  Tery  fine  room,  and  well  filled.  The  new  Eichan^je  will 
be  another  edifice  to  do  honour  to  Ireland ;  it  is  elegant, 
coat  .£40,000,  but  deserves  a  better  situation.  From 
everything  I  saw,  I  was  struck  with  all  those  appearances 
of  wealth  which  the  capital  of  a  thriving  community  may 
be  supposed  to  exhibit.  Happy  if  I  find  through  the 
country  in  diffused  prosperity  the  right  source  of  thiB 
splendor!  The  common  computation  of  inhabitants 
200,000.  but,  I  should  suppose,  exaggerated.  Others, 
guessed  the  number  X40.  or  150,000.' 

June  2lHt,  introduced  by  Colonel  Burton  to  the  Lord 
Iiieutenant,  who  was  pleased  to  enter  into  conversation 
with  me  on  my  intended  journey,  made  many  remarks  on 
the  agriculture  of  several  Irish  counties,  and  shewed  him- 
self to  be  an  excellent  farmer,  particularly  in  draining. 
Viewed  the  DuVe  of  Leiuster's  house,  which  is  a  very  large 
stone  edifice,  the  front  simple  but  elegant,  the  pedimeafr 
light,  there  are  several  good  rooms ;  but  a  circumstaiios 
unrivalled  is  the  court,  which  is  spacious  and  magnificent, 
the  opening  behind  the  house  is  also  beautiful.  In  " 
evening  to  the  Botnuda,  a  circular  room,  90  feet  diameter, 
an  imitation  of  Banelagh.  provided  with  a  band  of  musickf 

The  barracks  are  a  vast  building,  raised  in  a  plain  atile, 
of  many  divisions,  the  principal  front  is  of  an  Immenae 
length.     They  contain  every  convenience  for  ten  regiments. 

June  23rd.  Lord  Charlemont's  house  in  Dublin 
equally  eleftant  and  convenient,  the  apartments  larga^ 
handsome,  and  well  disiiosed,  containing  some  good  pio* 
turea,  particularly  one  by  Bembrandt,  of  Judas  throwing^ 
the  money  ou  the  floor,  with  a  strong  expression  of  guilt, 
and  remorse  ;  the  whole  group  fine.  In  the  same  room  ii 
a  portrait  of  Ciesar  Borgia  by  Titian,  The  library  is  a 
most  elegant  apartment,  of  about  40  by  30.  and  of  such  a 
height  as  to  form  a  pleasing  proportion,  the  light  is  well 

liere  recorded  by  Tuung.     Tb«  year  followiug  ho  died  liy  falling  into 
well  St  Munuluiii.      He  is  described  as  "  a  mnn  or  uniable  (.'baracMri, 
ewj  dUposilion,  and  of  no  otber  nmbition  than  tn  tnovp  by  dirrationa.' 
See  the  "  Genlleinsn's  Msgiiine,"  for  1777.  p.  464.     The  title  becami 
cxlincl  on  ibe  dcxb  of  the  [bird  Karl  in  I  rt30. 

■  Tbepapninlionof  l)HbliiiHai64,'i00  in  lfi!?S,  and  167.900  in  1«M, 
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miuiaged,  coming  in  from  the  cove  of  the  ceiling,  and  lias 
an  exceeding  good  effect ;  at  one  end  ia  a  pretty  ante-room, 
with  a  fine  copy  of  the  Venus  de  Medids,  and  at  the  other, 
two  small  rooms,  one  a  cabinet  of  pictures,  and  antiquities, 
the  other  medals.  In  the  collection  also  of  Hubert  Fitz- 
gerald, Esq  ;  in  Merrion  Square,  are  several  pieces  which 
very  well  deserve  a  traveller's  attention. — It  was  the  beat 
I  saw  in  I>ubliu.  Before  I  quit  that  city,  I  observe,  on 
the  houses  in  general,  that  what  they  call  their  two- roomed 
ones,  are  good  and  couvrnient.  Mr.  Latouche's,  in 
Stephen's  Qreen,  I  was  shown  as  a  model  of  this  sort,  and 
I  found  it  well  contrived,  and  finished  elegantly.  Drove 
to  Lord  Charlemont's  villa  at  Marino,  near  the  city,  where 
his  lordship  has  formed  a  pleasing  lawn,  margined  in  the 
higher  part  by  a  well-planted  thriving  shrubbery,  and  on 
a  rising  ground  a  banqueting  room,  which  ranks  vei7 
high  among  the  most  beautiful  edifices  I  have  anywhere 
seeu;  it  has  much  elegance,  lightness,  and  effect,  and 
commands  a  fine  prospect ;  the  rising  ground  on  which  it 
stands  slopes  off  to  an  agreeable  accompanyment  of  wood, 
beyond  which,  on  one  side,  is  Dublin  harbour,  which  here 
hM  the  appearance  of  a  noble  river  crowded  with  ships 
moving  to  and  from  the  capital.  On  the  other  side  is 
a  shore  spotted  with  white  biiildings,  and  beyond  it 
the  hills  of  Wicklow,  presenting  an  onthne  eitremely 
various.  The  other  part  of  the  view  (it  would  be  more 
perfect  if  the  city  was  planted  out)  is  varied ;  in  some 
iMJacea  nothing  but  wood,  in  others,  breaks  of  prospect. 
^KuSifi  lawn,  which  is  extensive,  is  new  grass,  and  appears  to 
^|Ae  excellently  laid  down;  the  herbage  a.  fine  crop  of  white 
^^Bover.  (Iri/olium  repe}i»),  trefoile,  rib-grass,  (planlatje 
^^Umeeolaia),  and  other  good  plants.  Returned  to  Dublin 
and  made  inquiries  into  other  jwinta,  the  prices  of  pro- 
visiuns,  &c.  (for  which  see  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the 
liook).  The  espences  of  a  family  in  proportion  to  those  of 
London  are  as  5  to  8, 

Having  the  year  following  lived  more  than  two  months 

in  Dublin,  I  am  able  to  speak  to  a  few  points,  which,  as  a 

mere  ti-aveller  I  could  not  have  done.     The  information  I 

ybefore  received  of  the  prices  of  living  is  correct.     Fish  and 

ultrv   are   plentiful    and   very  cheap.      Good  lodgings 


20  A   TOLR    IS    IRELAKD.  [jUKE, 

almost  as  dear  as  they  are  iu  London ;  though  we  wers 
well  accommodated  (dirt  excepted)  for  two  guiueas  and  an 
half  a,  week.  All  the  lower  rajiks  in  this  city  have  no  idea 
of  English  uleauliness,  either  in  apartments,  persons,  or 
cookery.  There  is  a  very  good  society  in  Dublin  in  a 
Parliament  winter — a,  great  round  of  dinners,  and  parties  j 
and  balls  and  suppers  every  night  in  the  week,  some  of 
which  are  very  elegant,  but  you  almost  everywhere  meet  a 
company  much  too  numerous  for  the  size  of  the  apart- 
ments. They  have  two  assemblies  on  the  plan  of  those  of 
London,  in  Fish  amble- street,  and  at  the  Rotunda ;  and 
two  gentlemen's  clubs,  Anthry's  and  Daly's,  very  well 
regulated;  I  heard  some  anecdotes  of  deep  play  at  the 
latter,  though  never  to  the  excess  common  at  London. 
An  ill-judged  and  unsuci^essfut  attempt  was  mado  to 
establish  the  Italian  Opera,  which  existed  but  with  scarcely 
any  life  for  this  one  winter ;  of  course  they  could  rise  no 
higher  than  a  comic  one.  La  Buona  Figliuola,  La  FrascO' 
tana,  and  II  Geloao  in  Cimento.  were  repeatedly  performed, 
or  rather  murdered,  except  the  parts  of  Sestini.  The 
house  was  generally  empty  and  miserably  cold. 

So  much  knowledge  of  the  state  of  a  country  is  gained 
by  hearing  the  debates  of  a  Parliament,  that  I  often  fre- 
quented the  gallery  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Since 
Mr.  Flood  has  been  silenced  with  the  Vice-treasurership 
of  Ireland,  Mr.  Daly,  Mr.  6rattan,  Sir  William  Osbom, 
and  the  Prime  Sergeant  Burgh,  are  reckoned  high  among 
the  Irish  orators.'  I  heard  many  very  eloquent  speeches, 
but  I  cannot  say  they  struck  me  like  the  exertion  of  the 
abilities  of  Irishmen  in  the  English  House  of  Commons, 
owing  perhaps  to  the  reflection  both  on  the  speaker  and 
auditor,  that  the  Attorney  General  of  England,  with  a 
dash  of  his  pen,  can  reverse,  alter,  or  entirely  do  away  the 
matured  result  of  all  the  eloquence,  and  all  the  abilities  of 
this  whole  assembly.'     Before  I  conclude  with  Dublin  I 

I  Henry  Flood  wag  gsutted  Vii-e-Treimiirer.  Octiibsr  STth,  1775. 
In  1T9T  tbe  datics  of  the  oHice  were  l  mnsferred  Vi  "  Cotnmiasioiiers  of 
the  TreBsury,"  anii  they  in  tiim  reaied  to  esial  in  1817,  when  lh« 
revenues  of  Great  Britniti  «nd  IreUnd  wore  united. 

•  An  Brticle  of  "  Poyning's  Law,"  or  [be  "  Slaluie  of  Drogheda," 
passed  by  the  Irish  Parliament  in  1-I9'i,  eeciired  an  initiative  of  legis- 
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shall  oul;  remark,  that  walking  in  the  streets  th«re, 
from  the  uiurowneHs  and  popuJoUBneaa  of  the  principal 
thoroughfares,  as  well  as  from  the  dirt  and  wretched- 
ness of  the  canaille,  la  a  most  uneasy  and  disgusting 
exertise. 

June  24th,  left  Dahlin  and  jiassed  through  the  Phoenix 
park,  a  very  pleasing  ground,  at  the  bottom  of  which,  t« 
the  left,  the  Liffy  forms  a  variety  of  landscapes:  this  is 
the  moat  beautiful  environ  of  Dublin.  Talfe  the  road  to 
Luttrell's  Town  through  a  various  aceuery  on  the  banks 
of  the  river.  That  domain  is  a  considerable  one  in  extent, 
being  above  400  acres  within  the  wall,  Irish  measure ;  in 
the  front  of  the  house  is  a  fine  lawn  bounded  by  rich 
woods,  through  which  are  many  ridings,  four  miles  in 
t'xtent.'  Prom  the  road  towards  the  house,  they  lead 
through  a  very  fine  glen,  by  the  side  of  a  stream  falling 
over  a  rocky  bed,  through  the  dark  woods,  with  great 
variety  on  the  sides  of  steep  slopes,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
the  Liffy  is  either  beard  or  seen  indistinctly  ;  these  woods 
are  of  great  extent,  and  so  near  the  <:apital,  for  a  retire- 
ment eseeedingly  beautiful.  Lord  Imham  and  Colonel 
Luttrell  have  brought  iu  the  assistance  of  agriculture  tx> 
add  to  the  l)eauties  of  the  place,  they  have  kept  a  part  of 
the  lands  in  cultivation  in  order  to  lay  them  down  the 
better  to  grass  ;  150  acres  have  been  done,  and  above  200 
acre«  most  effectually  drained  iu  the  covered  manner  filled 
with  stones.  These  works  are  well  executed.  The  drains 
are  also  made  under  the  roads  in  all  wet  places,  with 
sral  short  ones  to  take  off  the  water  instead  of  leaving 
as  is  common,  to  soak  against  the  causeway  ;  which  is 
excellent  method,  Oreat  use  has  been  made  of  lime- 
Stone  grarel  iu  the  improvements,  the  effect  of  which  is  so 
considerable,  that  in  several  spots  where  it  was  laid  on  t*n 
years  ago,  the  supnriority  of  the  grass  is  now  similar  to 
what  one  would  expect  from  a  fresh  dunging. 

ibe  Englifih  Privy  Council,  tUe  Irish  Parliament  thus  leaving 
iWelf  tinlj  Ite  power  to  actepl  or  reject  Imvs  proposed  to  it.  This 
rapealcd  in  1782. 

TtiJs  e*late,  situated  in  tbe  pariflb  of  Clonsillugh,  woi  gritnlei]  to  a 
younger  brunch  of  the  Luttrell  family  early  in  the  lifTi^enth  century. 
Its  name  boA  been  changed  to  Woodlaods. 


IE 
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Mr.  Macfarlan  the  steward  has  at  some  distance  from  the 
grounds  a  farm  which  he  is  bringing  into  lii^h  order.  Hia 
ditches  are  large,  deep,  and  well  cut,  and  bo  has  made  many 
draiiiR.  Lime  he  ha-t  useil  much,  and  experimentallj  against 
spots  unlimed,  and  found  the  benefit  very  great;  the  aoil,  a 
strong,  wet,  stonej  loam  un  lime  stone.  Ho  lays  160  harrela  an 
aere,  at  the  expence  of  seven  pence  a  barrel,  and  finds  that  it  will 
last  BR  long  as  the  grarel.  F<ir  meadow  lands,  he  prefers  it 
mixed  with  earth,  but  on  tillage  gravel.  Sont  he  bnys  at  Dublin 
for  sowing  over  the  wheat  in  April  to  kill  tbe  red  worm,  for 
which  it  answers,  and  also  improves  the  crop.  Another  circum- 
stance in  which  he  differs  from  the  farmers,  is  cutting  straw  into 
chaffy  and  also  in  beginning  to  plough  his  fallows  in  autumn. 
He  much  prefers  ploughing  with  oxen  to  horses.  The  following 
particulars  he  gave  me  of  tbe  general  state  of  husbandry  in  the 
county  of  Dublin ;  farms  about  £100  a  year,  more  above  than 
under,  some  to  £300  a  year.  The  aoil  on  the  surface  a  stoney 
yellow  clay,  18  inches  deep  on  lime-stone  gravel,  with  some 
exceptions  of  slate-stone,  rents  abont  £1  lis.  6d.:  &om  10*.  6rf. 
to  £3  Sa.  courses  moat  general, 

1.  Fallow. 

2.  Wheat.     Sow  1  barrel,  and  get  oa  an  ftvernge  8  barrels. 

3.  Oats.     Sow  2  barrels,  get  Irom  12  to  20. 

Sometimes  I.  Fallow.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Oats.  4.  Clover.  5,  Wheat. 
6.  Oats.  They  plough  four  times  for  wheat,  on  clover  but  once, 
feed  tbeir  clover  the  year  through.      No  sain-foine. 

Many  potatoes  in  the  rtdgeway  7  feet  broad,  and  the  furrows 
3 J.  Cut  generally  18  to  24  inches  deep,  in  onipr  tJ)  throw  up 
some  lime-stone  gravel  :  always  dung  for  them  320  one  borse 
loads  to  an  acre  at  about  5  or  6  to  a  ton,  are  spread  over  the  7 
feet.  Lay  the  sets  upon  the  dung,  dig  a  spit  and  shovel  it ; 
then  dig  another  spit,  and  another  shovelling,  the  setts  12  inches 
Bsnnder;  from  4  to  5  barrels  plant  an  acre.  Weed,  but  no 
hoeing;  take  them  up  with  the  spade,  and  the  crop  from  60  to 
To  barrels  :  all  arc  planted  fur  home-use,  but  they  give  their 
pigs  the  small  ones,  boiled ;  and  they  will  fatten  them  to  be  6ne 
bacon,  but  give  some  buttet^milk,  ami  a  week  or  two  before 
they  are  killed  some  ofial  corn.  For  fowls,  boil  them  to  a 
mash,  and  mix  with  butt«r-milk,  which  fattens  them  exceedingly 
The  price  of  potatoes  on  an  average  20rf.  per  cwt.  the 
t  productive   sorts   are  the   white   kidney,    and   the   white 
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iBler.  Limestone  grnvel  ihe  general  manure  of  tbe  couutry ; 
Uj  3  or  400,  one  horse-cart  londi  per  nete ;  it  will  litet 
from  IS  to  30  yearn,  anJ  in  of  the  greatest  benefit ;  it  appears 
immediately:  the  expence  usiiallj  £1  II  i.  6il.  per  acre.  Spread 
it  oil  the  fallow,  after  tlie  first  plowing.  Tlie;  go  niuvli  to 
Dublin  for  Mlago  of  the  streets  lo  lay  on  tbeir  haj  grouuda. 

Good  grass-laud  letl«  at  40k.  an  sure;  five  miles  round  Dublin 
from  40«.  to  £10,  on  an  arej^c  about  £3  Sn.  Mow  most  of  it 
for  bay  ;  a  good  crop  20  load  at  4  uwt.  ati  acre  round  Dublin : 
lugh  the  eounlrj  12  load  an  acre.  Many  dairies  kept  for  let- 
from  £5  \5t.  to  £6  5i.  per  cow  ;  tbe  dairyman  finds  iabonr. 
It  baa  borsea  enough  kept  him  to  draw  the  niillc  to  Dublin. 
On  an  average  n  cow  will  require,  for  ber  summer  and  winter 
food,  an  aure  and  an  balf,  bnt  nut  of  the  best  grass.  Of  that 
An  iK-re  would  do. — The  brecfl  the  old  Irish ;  tbe  English  cows 
do  not  give  so  much  milk,  from  4  to  61b.  of  butter  a  cow  the 
produce  per  week ;  tbe  butter  milk  sella  from  is.  to  6*.  per 
barrel.  A  good  eow  should  give  8  quarts  a  day,  if  less  tlie 
cowman  rejects  her.  The  winter  fund  hay.  Very  few  swine 
kept,  except  bj  cottagers.  Sheep  tbey  buy  in  June  or  Jtily, 
and  sell  tbem  from  September  and  Mareb  ;  buy  in  wethers  three 
jeais  old,  at  20.».  and  sell  tbem  out  at  £1  111.  Gd.  but  give  tbem 
hay.  Plough  with  oxen  four  in  a  plough  ;  but  in  goriag  or  rriiM- 
ploiemg,  six,  and  do  balf  an  acre  a  day.  To  100  acres  arable, 
there  must  be  six  bullocks  and  eigbt  horses. 

Plough  nine  inches  deep  at  goring ;  price  of  ploughing, 
■owing,  and  harrowing,  16a.  to  20ir.  an  acre.  Lay  their  fields  in 
4  foot  lands.  Keeping  horses  £9  s  year.  No  cutting  of  straw 
into  chaff  among  tbe  common  farmers  :  tbe  plough  oxen  tbey 
work  on  straw.  They  have  more  horses  than  oxeu ;  put  them 
to  work  at  three  years  old,  keep  tbem  at  it  till  nine,  then  fatten 
tbem.  Tbey  break  their  stubbles  in  May  or  June.  In  hireing 
stocking  fanns,  they  will,  with  £80  take  as  many  acres, 
iding  it  tft  follow  on  BO  acrct^. 

f   «.  £  *.    d. 

n  Jlnrses  ut      a    :i 18  IB    o 
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Uruughl  fomard  £4B     2 

2  I'louglin 11 

a  Harrows U  16 

Harnew 4     4 

Sundries b     0 

Furniliire SO 

Hniisekeeping  llic  liralyear 6    0 

I   Mftn  £i  and  1  boy,  £^  wagos      ...  60 

]   Maid 1   10 

Sei'd  13  acres,  wlittat  iO>.  )  ,,„     ^ 

<.»al«  ISiioros    .     .    16).  ( "    ^ 

£101      1 


For  part  of  whiuli  lie  will  ran  in  debt.  Land  sella  in  [jeneral, 
tbrongli  the  county,  at  22  years  purchue.  Till  within  three 
years  it  rose  much,  from  1762  to  1772  ;  since  that  it  has  rather 
fallen.  Tythc9  none  taken  in  kind,  compounded  by  the  acre. 
Wheat  anil  barley  5s.  GJ.  Oats  2j.  9d.  near  Dublin  Ss.  or  St. 
Moat  of  the  people  drink  tea,  and  consume  plenty  of  whiskey 
and  tobafco.  Leases  41  or  61  years;  many  on  lives,  and  also 
renewable  for  ever. 

Rent  of  cottages  26k.  to  30^.  with  a  potaMe  garden.  No 
emigrations.  The  religitm  in  general  Catholic.  Labour  through 
the  year  lOd.  a  day,  about  Dablin  U.  A  ditch  of  6  feet  wide 
S  feet  deep  perpendicular,  and  2|  at  bottom  earth  all  on  one  side 
2s.  6rf.  a  perch.  Threshing  and  cleaning  wheat  9d.  per  barrel ; 
barley  6^./.      Oats  4^ 

rnovjsioKs. 
Bread  10  lb.  of  14oz,  for  12;/. 
Baccm  Sd. 

Butter-milk  i^d.  a  (juart. 

New  milk  2d.  a  quart      Potatues  It.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Candles  S^d.  per  lb.      Soap  6d,      Firing  all  stolen. 

Bciunnc. 
Ii'isli  slate  15;!.  per  1000.     English  •20i. 
Oak  timber  rather  fallen  in  price  in  10  years. 
Ehu   If.  4(f.      Beech   is.     Soft  wood  ad.     Firs  at  60  years 
growth,  1  ton  to  1^  of  timber,  and  worth  £2  2s.     Walling  \t.  a 
per«h,  for  labour  of  7  feet  high  and  18   inch  thick.      Building  a 
age  .£3,  ditto  a  farm-house,  and  all  ollieua  fur  80  acre»,  £20. 
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I  Leaving  Luttrell's  Town,  I  went  to  St.  Wolstan's.'  wlikh 

_  jord  Harcourt  had  beon  so  obliging  as  to  desire  I  would 

make  my  quarters,  from  whence  to  view  to  the  right  or 

left. 

June  25tli,  to  Mr.  Clements,  at  Killadoon,*  who  bos  lately 
built  mi  excellent  house,  and  planted  much  about  it,  with  the 
satisfaction  of  finding  that  all  his  Ireea  tlirivc  well ;  I  remarked 
the  beei.-li  and  larch  seemed  to  get  beyond  the  rest.  lie  is  also 
o  good  farmer.  Cabbages  Le  has  repeatedly  tried,  and  used  them 
generally  for  fattening  abeep,  and  finds  them  mnch  better  for  the 
piirpoac  tlian  tunieps. 

Potatoes  he  cultirntes  largely,  not  only  for  family  ime,  but 
also  for  fattening  awinc;  boils  them,  an<I  they  fat  exceedingly 
well,  without  any  mixture  of  meal,  both  porkers  and  for  bacon, 
^viiix  them  oats  fur  three  weekH  at  last. 

He  has  been  very  attentive  to  bring  his  farm  into  neat  order 
respecting  fences,  throwing  down  and  lOFelling  old  banks,  making 
iiew  ditches,  double  ones  six  feet  wide  and  five  deep,  with  a  liirge 
bank  between  fur  planting,  more  effectually  than  ever  I  saw  in 
Rngland :  aleo  in  hollow  dmiiu  \m  wet  lands. 

Remarking  in  one  of  his  fields  under  oats  in  one  part,  about 
I  acre  incomparably  beyond  the  rest  of  the  field,  I   enqnired 

0  the  cause  of  it,  and  found  it  sown  with  an  English  oat,  iio 
r  difference  in  the  circumstances. 

Uis  Byslera  of  sheep  ia  to  buy  ewes,  In  September,  at  U.v.  6rf, 

1  tu  fittten  both  lamb  and  ewe,  Kelling  the  first  at  9j.  and  the 
t   ISs.     The  wool   is  4«.      They  lamb   the  beginning  of 

Observing  the  legs  being  long,  his  man  assured  me  that 

■e  longer  the  legK,  the  better  the  sheep  sold  in  Smithtield.     A 

Hieulous  prepossession !  not  peculiar  to  Ireland ;  Wiltshire  has  it. 

June   2Glh   breakfasted  with  Colonel  Marlay,  at  Cellhridge,' 

ind  he  had  practised  husbandry  with  much  success,  and  given 

It  attention  to  it  from  the  peace  of  1763,  which  put  a  period 

b  a  gallant  scene  of  service  in  Germany  ; '  walked  through  his 

'  St.  Wnlstan's  is  abiut  1 J  mile  N.G.  of  Oil  bridge,  co.  Kildarc. 
'  In  county  Kiidarc  ;  afterwards  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Leltrim, 
'  Martey   Abb^y,   Cellbrid)^,  is  Hsanciated    with    l)enn    Swin  and 

^Tsiinai4."    It  WBi  here  that  he  threw  on  the  table  before  her  the  letter 

"  Strlla,"  and  departi 


f  The  date  of  the  Peace  of  1' 


iber,  I7G2. 
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g-miiuila,  wUich  I  found  in  general  vcrj  well  ciUtirated ;  bis 
feDces  exceUent,  iiis  ditches  5  bj  6,  and  7  by  6;  the  banks  well 
made,  and  planted  with  ((uicka ;  the  borders  dug  away  covered 
witb  lime,  t^ll  perfet^tl;  slacked,  then  mixed  with  dung,  sud 
carried  into  the  Belds  :  a  practice  which  Mr.  Marlay  has  fonnd 
of  Tety  great  benefit.  He  has  cultivated  the  large  Scotch 
cabbie  for  two  or  three  years,  which  came  to  IG  or  17  lbs.  on 
an  average,  applied  tlicm  to  fattening  oxen  that  hod  been  ted  nu 
grass;  began  to  give  them  in  November;  has  had  'i^  acres: 
they  fattened  the  beasts  very  well,  full  as  well  as  tiimcpa,  but 
did  not  think  they  answered  the  espence,  as  they  require  in 
order  to  have  them  of  a  great  size  an  immense  quantity  of  dung. 


TUEHEPS. 

He  has  eowu  every  year  since  1763,  always  had  from  4  to  17 
acres,  has  usually  drilled  them  in  rows,  the  distances  various  ; 
but  those  which  answereil  best,  were  double  rows  at  12  inches, 
with  intervals  of  three  feet,  horse  hoed,  hand  hoed,  and  weeded 
them.  Prepared  for  them  fay  lime  and  dung ;  the  crops  fine,  up 
to  21  lb.  a  tumep,  but  on  an  average  about  8  lb.  Generally  fed 
beasts  with  them  that  had  had  the  suaiiner's  grasH,  but  with  both 
gai'e  sonie  hay,  and  were  very  fat  in  four  months.  Continued 
them  in  the  same  gmund  fur  six  or  seven  years  together,  mannr- 
iug  for  them  every  second  year.  It  is  rather  to  be  regretted  that 
be  did  not  every  year  change  the  land. 


Plants  them  with  the  plough,  drawing  furrows  five  feet  asunder, 
filled  with  dung,  the  sets  on  the  dung,  and  then  covered  with  the 
plough,  and  horse-hoed  them  backwards  and  forwards,  the  crop 
28  barrels  pet  acre  of  very  large  ones. 

Cm>veh. 
Mr,  Marlay  has  intmduceil  this  ]ilant  so  generally,  that  he 
sows  no  com  without  it.      The  profit  exceedingly  great,  more 
than  that  of  any  other  improvement. 

reword  for  her  support  of  Frederick  against  France,  England  ohinined 
Truro  the  latter  power  Canada  and  No'a  Scotia,  and  the  exclusive  right 

of  military  settlement  in  India. 


i 


Used  mucL,  mixed  nitli  cEirtli,  anil  fuaiii)  greal 
it,  eren  on  the  lime-stone  land.     Burns  at  Id.  a  bniTel ; 
leKVCS  it  on  tlie  dilsh-eBrth  to  slacb,  and  then  niUcs  it 
dang  is  pnt  to  ii. 


Drain 


1^ 


^H  Has  drsiiii:'!  uiucli  in  the  hoUoir  way,  filling  iviili  stones,  and 
^naond  the  benefit  exceedingly  great,  can  cart  i^u  the  wettest 
^^pAnds  at  any  time,  two  years  have  (>aid  the  expunoe, 

V  Pi-ODCHING. 

Instead  of  the  common  draught  of  the  country,  he  luea  often 
only  two  oxen  in  a  plough.  Tor  he  has  many  sorts  of  ploughs 
from  Mr.  Baker  and  frrim  England. 

From  three  Kerry  ctiws,  Iroiii  the  middle  of  May  t^i  the  middle 
September,  he  had  24  lb.  of  butter  a  week. 
The  Colonel  favoured  me  with  the  following  particulars  of  the 
fommon   husbandry    about   Cellbridge.       Farms    generally    100 
■(.'res;   the  medium   of  the   country   from   £20   to   £100.     Soil 
TuiouB ;    stoney   loaniii,  gravels   and  clays,   and   on    lime-stone 
^eiits  about  tl  10b.  on  an  average.      Their  poiu-se, 
I.  Fallow. 

Wheat,  sow  a  barrel  and  get  7, 
Oats,  sow  two  barrels  and  gel  14. 
4.  0*ts. 

A  little  barley  iu  cultivated. 

They  plough  three  or  four  times   for  wheat.     Tumeps  were 

fields  30  years  ago,  but  left  ofi*  on  account  of  the  poor 

ling  them.   Great  qnantities  of  potatoes  planted  in  the  trench - 

way,  the  expence  £3  in  labour  only  to  put  iu  if  done  by  hire, 

40*.  if  for  themselves.     The  cottugcrs  pa;  the  farmers  £S 

aa  acre  for  the  land  ready  dunged,  and  they  require  three  car 

load*  lo  every  square  percli.— This  great  manuring  swallows  up 

uot  ouly  all  tlie  dung  of  the  farm,  but  nine  tenths  of  that  of  the 

kingdom.      They  begin  to  plant  iu  March,  and  continue  it  to  the 

of  Hsj,  most  of  them  weed,  the  crop  upon  an  average  about 

barrels,  at  Si.  each.     They  are  obliged  to  clear  the  land  bj 
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the  first  of  Nuvembcr,  when  the  farmer  ploughs  nnd  so\rs  wheat 
aud  gets  fine  cropa.  The  upple  potatce  is  liked  best,  because 
they  last  till  llie  new  onea  come  in. 

In  respect  to  tniiiiiiriii<;  tbey  line  but  little  lime,  but  depend 
principally  on  litne<Etone  gravel,  300  car  loads  to  nn  acre  ;  if 
taken  out  of  tbeditcb  us  on  tbeapot,  it  eosta  about  IS  or  19(.  an 
acre.     It  will  last  about  fire  or  six  years  good. 

Am  to  laying  lands  to  grass  tbe  tenants  do  it  very  often  ;  but 
tbeir  only  way  is  to  let  it  cover  itself  with  such  vegetables  as  may 
come,  and  njion  some  land  it  forms  very  good  graes. 

But  few  cows  kept.  Thej  apply  tlieir  grass  chiefly  to  fatten- 
ing cows  ;  there  ii  some  good  meadow  on  the  river,  and  in  grazing, 
two  acres  will  fatten  three  cows,  bcsideu  some  sheep  aud  winter 
food.  Flocks  rise  to  3  or  400  hundreil— buy  in  wethers  half  fat, 
which  turn  into  after-grass  till  Christmas,  then  to  hay,  and  sell 
in  February  nnd  March;  buy  at  18  to  20,  sell  at  30  to  3S. 
They  plough  with  both  horses  and  oxen,  the  draft  funr  oxen  or 
et.  To  a  farm  of  117  acres,  ten  horses 
and  two  o 

They  plough  five  inches  deep,  and  do  one  half,  or  three  fourthi, 
I  day.  Lay  ihcir  lands  in  tliree  feet  ridges — No 
eutUug  straw  into  chaff.  The  draft  oxen  have  hay  when 
worked.  Hire  of  a  boy,  a  horse  ond  car,  U.  6rf.  a  day;  two 
6(/.      In  hiring  nnd  stocking  farms— for 


i  Hones,  at  £;!  :^ la  1 

a  Cows,  ai  je;t  a» 9 

2  Young  cattle,  at  lUo II 

2  Pigs,  Sf 0  1 

a  Cara,  4aii 4 

1  Plough 0 

Hnrrows 0 

Sa  barnera 

Sundries I 

Furniture I 

Uomekeening  Is.  4rf.  a  day  for  linlf  a  year  IS 

Uarveal,  labouring,  A:c 10 

Hefi,  ID  acres,  10  Unrri'lHwUesl  £10  0  0 
,  20  itilto  ....       600 

S  Ditto  bci-e,  :>  dilU)      ....       ;i  0  II  19 

fJl    I 
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3  Cows.  5lb.  butter  a.  week,  from  l^t  Miiy 

t  'end  iif  Efepteuiljer  lOOlb..  at  Si^.      .       3     G     M 

Teis  of  wheat 50  «  0 

10  Acres  wheat  straw 10  0  0 

10  oBla,  lOUbarruls     .....  30  0  0 

J -tiere.  13<litto     ......  18  13  0 

£H-i     n     S 

Lubour tJO 

lUul  unil  ix=»  80  '.10     0     I) 

A  farmer  tbat  bus  a  jilougli,  a  liarrow  three  can,  four  liorse;., 

and  six  cows  with  £50  in  bis  pocket,  trill  take  a  fanii  of  100 

acres.      Tythes  for  wheat  7i.,  for  oats  and  here  3a.,  for  moivin<!: 

ground  Sa.     Land  sells  at  2'2  ^ears   pnrchase,  has   fallen  since 

1773  one  or  two  years.     County  ucss  paid  by  tenant  for  roads  I*. 

an  aiTC.      Lcaj^es  usual  three  lives  or  31  years,  Bomc  i-cucwable 

for  ever.     People  rather  increneed.      Rent  of  a  cabbin  and  lialf 

an  acre  of  land,   40*.     All  Catholics.     Building  a  new  cottage 

t:20,  which  with  one  half  an  acre  lets  at  40).  for  a  farm  of  50 

acres  £40   lo   £S0.      Building   a   wall  lO   feet   high,  18  inches 

tliick,  and  21  feet  long,  34(.  with  mortar  clashed  Ss.  less,  elatin>; 

a  giiioea  a  square. 

^L  Walked  tlirough  Lauglinstowu,  the  farm  of  the  \aXe  Mr. 

^Bftlm  Whyn  Baker,  to  whom  the  Dublin  Sotiety,  with  a, 

^Hberality  th&t  does  them  ^eat  honour,  gave  for  several 

^^eara  ^300  annually  in  order  to  make  experiments. 

I  had  had  the  pleasure  of  corresjxmding  with  him  several 
years,  and  melancholy  it  was  to  sec  the  land  of  a  man  of  so 
much  ingenuity  no  longer  his ;  and  more  so.  to  hear  with 
all  his  exertions  he  was  not  able  to  answer  the  eKi)ectations 
raised  of  him.  I  found  what  I  had  suspected  from  reading 
his  experiments,  that  he  wanted  capital ;  without  a  sufficient 
one  it  is  impossible  to  farm  well; — A  man  may  have  all 
the  abilities  in  the  world,  write  like  a  genius,  talk  like  an 
augel,  aud  really  understand  the  business  in  all  its  depths, 
but  unless  he  has  a  proper  capital,  his  farm  will  never  be 
^fit  for  exhibition ; — and  then,  to  condemn  him  for  not 
ing  a  good  farmer  in  practice  as  well  as  theory,  is  just 
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like  abusing  the  iubabitants  of  tlie  Iriali  cabbiiis  for  uot 
becoming  esc«]leat  majiu^erB.  No  idea  coitld  be  more 
useful  than  that  of  encouraging  such  a  man  aa  Mr.  Baker, 
but  a  capital  should  have  beeu  furnished  him  for  bringii^ 
his  farm  into  order ;  and  when  it  was  so,  he  should  have 
beeu  directed  uot  to  try  any  experiments ;  because  those 
trials  were  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  in  disputable 
points,  and  the  Society  wanted  no  such  disquisitions,  but  the 
exhibition  of  a  farm,  cultivated  in  a  manner  which  eipe- 
reuce  has  rendered  indisputable  in  England  or  elsewhere. 

Viewed  Lucau,'  the  seat  of  Agmondisham  Vesey,  Esq. ; 
on  the  banks  of  the  Liffy  ;  the  house  is  rebuilding,  but  the 
wood  on  the  river,  with  walks  through  it,  is  exceedingly 
beautiful.  The  cbamcter  of  the  place  is  that  of  a  seques- 
tered shade.  Distant  views  are  every  where  shut  out,  and 
the  objects  all  correspond  perfectly  with  the  Impression 
they  were  designed  to  raise :  it  is  a  walk  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  chiefly  under  a  variety  of  fine  wood,  which  rises 
on  varied  slopes,  in  some  parts  gentle,  in  others  steep; 
spreading  here  and  there  into  cool  meadows,  on  the  opposite 
snore,  rich  banks  of  wood  or  shrubby  ground.  The  walk 
is  perfectly  sequestered,  and  has  that  melancholy  gloom 
which  should  ever  dwell  in  such  a  place.  The  river  is  of  a 
character  perfectly  suited  to  the  rest  of  the  scenery,  in  some 
places  breaking  over  rocks ;  in  others  silent,  under  the 
thick  shade  of  spreading  wood.  Leaving  Lucan,  the  next 
place  is  Leixlip,"  a  fine  one,  on  the  river,  with  a  fall,  which, 
in  a  wet  season,  is  considerable.  Then  St.  Wolstan's, 
belonging  to  the  dean  of  Derry,  a  beautiful  villa,  which  is 
also  on  the  river;  the  grounds  gay  and  open,  though  uot 
without  the  ad  vanti^  ofmuchwood,diBpoaedwithjudgmeut. 
A  winding  shrubbery  quits  the  river,  and  is  made  to  lead 
through  some  dress^  ground  that  is  pretty  and  uhearful. 

Mr,  Conollt's,'  at  Castle-town,  to  which  all  travellers 


I 


, ,  ,  ,,  „     « the  Qwneii  of  North 

Had  South  Sail  lo  ihc  Inronin  which  the  river  here  divideik  Suuh,  at 
k'ut,  i>  (he  asM-rtion  of  Samuel  Lewis.  Tho  Lnlin  talliu,  meaniiig  a 
wonJland  pusture  or  ■  rsTine,  would  seem  ft  better  derivaiion. 

'  Thomfts  Cunolly,  gn-Bl-iieptieiv  at  VVilliam  Conolly,  Speaker  of  the 
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resort,  is  the  finest  houBe  in  Ireland,  and  not  exceeded  by 
many  in  England ;  it  is  a  lai^e  handsome  edifice,  situated 
iu  the  middle  of  an  eitensive  lawii,  which  ie  quite  sur- 
ruunded  with  fine  plantations  disposed  to  the  best  advan- 
tage to  the  north,  these  iinite  into  very  h»rge  woods, 
through  which  many  winding  walks  lead,  with  fho  con- 
■venience  of  several  omameuted  seats,  nxims,  &c.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  house,  upon  the  river,  is  a  cottage,  with  a 
shrubbery,  prettily  laid  out ;  the  house  commands  an  eiten- 
aive  view,  bounded  by  the  Wicklow  mountains.  It  consists 
of  sevenil  noble  apartments.  On  the  first  floor  is  a  beautiful 
gallery,  80  feet  long,  elegantly  fitt«d  up. 


■  CHAPTER  II, 

The  Duke  of  LeinBter  u  Carlo wn.— May noocb.—K ilcm-k.—Dollei- 
iDWn. — SumiDeriiill. — Tbe  jiettaanTrf.— Loril  Morniuglon  a<  Dangan. 
— Sliirie  CMlle  on  (be  Boyne.-Lord  Conynghnm.— Ruiiia  of  Meiifijiil 
Abb^y. — Mr.  Hutri'yd'B  agrirulturBl  iinpriitemenl«. 

JUNE  27th.  left  Lord  Hareourt's,  and  having  received 
an  invitatiou  from  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  passed 
through  Mr.  Conolly's  grounds  to  his  Grace's  seat  at 
Cartown ; '  the  park  ranks  among  the  finest  in  Ireland.    It 

Iriih  H<iii»ofConiuiOQi(l7l6-29)wMM.r.  for  Malmesbury  (I7J9.GB), 
and  Chichrster  (IT6B.84)  in  Ibe  Brilish  Parliament,  and  tor  h.iniltmd'-ny 
Cuanty  (ITiil-lSOO)  in  Ihe  Irish  pBrllBmenl.  In  i;ss  he  wat  onv  of 
Ibe  leadi^rs  of  the  revolt  of  the  Irith  Ilo'Jse  of  Cotntninis  ngninst  ihe 
English  miniatry,  but  (en  yeara  liter  (his  niece  having  meanwhiJe 
married  Lord  Caatlereagh)  hi>  became  a  lending  adrocale  oJ  a  legiaiatire 
anion  wilb  England.  He  died  in  1803.  He  whs  railier  a  tiportsinan 
than  a  ■Uteaman.  Sir  Jonah  Barringtnn  in  bia"  lligtorii:  Aiiecdolrt  of 
tbe  Union,"  (^-  :265-7)  givei  a  aketuh  of  his  choracler.  'ihb  supposed 
wealth  of  the  ConottyB  is  relerred  to  bv  Swift  in  "  The  Drapii-r's  Letters." 
(Works.  Vol.  X..  p.  39,  London.  1755). 

'  Carton  is  in  tbe  parish  of  Maynooth  (•:•>.  Kildare).  The  lloyal 
College  ol'  St.  Patrivk,  which  baa  made  the  name  of  Maynoolh  famous 
...       .      __    j..__.  ...7..  ..  .1..  .: (■  Young's  yisit.      It  was  first 
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is  a  vast  lawu.  whiuh  waves  over  gentle  hills,  surrounded 
liy  plantations  of  great  extent,  and  whith  break  and  divida 
in  places,  so  as  to  give  much  variety,  A  large  but  gentle 
vale  winds  through  the  whole,  in  the  bottom  of  w^ch  el 
small  stream  has  I)een  enlarged  into  a  fine  river,  which 
throws  a  chearfuluess  through  most  of  the  scenes  :  over  it 
a  handsome  stone  bridge.  There  is  a  great  variety  on  the 
banks  of  this  vale ;  part  of  it  consists  of  mild  and  gentle 
elopes,  part  steep  banks  of  thick  wood  ;  in  another  place 
they  are  formed  into  a  large  shrubbery,  very  elegantly  laid 
out,  and  dressed  in  the  highest  order,  with  a  cottage,  the 
Bcenery  about  which  is  uncommonly  pleaaing ;  and  farther 
on,  this  vale  takes  a  stronger  character,  having  a  rocky 
bank  on  one  side,  and  steep  slopes  scattered  irregularly, 
with  wood  on  the  other.  On  one  of  the  most  rising  grounds 
in  the  park  is  a  tower,  from  the  top  of  which  the  whole 
scenery  is  beheld ;  the  park  spreads  on  every  side  in  fine 
sheets  of  lawn,  kept  in  the  highest  order  by  1,100  sheep, 
scattered  over  with  rich  plantations,  and  bounded  by  & 
large  margin  of  wood,  through  which  is  a  riding. 

"From  this  building  hia  Grm.'e  has  another  sort  of  view, 
not  every  where  to  be  met  with  ;  be  looks  over  a  great  part 
of  60,000  acres,  which  lie  around  him  nearly  contiguous  ; 
and  Ireland  is  obliged  to  bim  for  spending  the  revenue  on 
the  spot  that  produces  it.  A.t  a  small  distance  from  the 
park  is  a  new  town.  Mauooth,  which  the  duke  has  built ; 
it  is  regularly  laid  out,  and  consists  of  good  houses  Hia 
Qraee  gives  encouragement  to  settling  in  it,  consequently 
it  increases,  and  he  meditates  several  improvements. 

Reached  Kilcock.' 

June  28th,  breakfasted  with  Mr.  Jones  of  Dollestown," 
who  was  so  obliging  a«  to  answer  my  enquiries  concerning 
the  husbandry  of  his  neighbourhood.  He  informed  me, 
that  the  town  of  Eilcock  contained  six  great  distilleries  for 
making  whisky,  and  that  all  the  wash  and  grains  wore 
used  in  fattening  either  hogs  or  beasts,  generally  the  latter. 
About  November  they  put  them  to  it,  and  though  quite 
lean,  they  vriU  be  completely  fat  by  Easter:  those  who  are 
e  attentive  than  common,  give  them  also  some  bran  or 
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L  Oata,  1^- 
.  Oats. 

I.  Summer  follow. 

.  When,  Bow|,  get  7. 
1 7.  Oata. 
1  8.  OaM. 

The;  plant  some  potatoes  o 
the  land  must  be  Terj  good,  □ 
^ooft  I  way  as  on  stubble.      The  cottars  give  £.0  Sa.  Ui  £6  s 
!   dunged    for   planting  potalfles,  and    their  expenses  are  ( 


r 
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Uigginjt  and  ]iutting  in   .     . 
to  Inrrels  of  ucd,  at  5r.  ppr  lii 
KUnting  and  spreading  ihe  dm 
Digging  and  gnthering    .     . 


£6  t 


The  cntting  the  sets  and  weeding  done  in  broken  days. 

Bixt;  barreU  at  Si. — £IB.  Consequently  ilie  prime  cunt  lo 
tliem  is  3«.  a  barrel,  or  1*.  Sd.  a  buibel,  English,  which  is  an 
evident  proof  that  this  is  the  worst  mode  of  planting  in  the  world. 
They  have  not  done  taking  them  up  till  Christmax. 

Linextone  grarel  is  the  geocrnt  manure  of  the  country  ;  it 
is  found  at  two  feet  depth,  and  the  worw  tlie  jfronnd  is  the  better 
the  gravel  does  upon  it.  Tbcy  use  it  only  for  ploughed  land. 
A  goiMl  dreRsing  of  it  costs  SOi.  an  acre,  and  it  lasts  seven  yearx. 
But  few  cattle  or   sheep  kept,  for   tillage  bas  increased   within 

Ui^  years  very  much,  owing  lo  the  culture  of  potatoes,  not 
0  the  bounty  on  the  inland  carriage  of  com. 
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Tbey  plough  eutirely  with  harsea,  use  four  in  a  plougli,  and 
do  three-fourths  of  an  aure  a  day.  In  laying  their  wheat  and 
bere  lands,  thej  are  very  attentive  to  do  it  well  ;  if  the  soil  is 
dry  on  broad  lands,  if  wet  on  narrow ;  and  afler  it  ia  tiown  and 
harrowed,  they  go  once  with  the  plough  in  every  furrow,  and 
I  all  the  looBc  moulds  :  a  practice  which  cannot  be 
praised  loo  much.  They  are  so  far  from  cutting  straw  into 
chaff,  that  they  throw  away  that  of  their  crops.  They  are,  upon 
the  whole,  in  much  better  circomatanueB  than  formerly,  have 
fewer  boUdays,  and  more  industry.  Tythes  aro  compounded. 
Meadows  3*.  Wheat  5s.  Bcrc  'i>.  Oato  ^.  Leosen  are 
from  21  to  31  years.  Rent  of  a  cabbin  and  small  garden  40i. 
Building  one  £5.  A  farm-hou^,  and  oflicea  for  SOscrca,  £40. 
I  remarked,  all  the  way  I  came,  great  quantities  of  poultry  in 
the  cabbins  and  farms.  ■' 

Mr.  Jones,  in  an  attentive  practice  of  agriculture,  has  tried 
some  experiments  of  consequence.  Potatoes  he  haa  cultivated 
lor  cattle ;  and  bad,  at  one  time,  twelve  store  buUouks  keeping 
upon  them — they  liked  them  much,  and  eat  three  borrebi  a  day. 
They  weighed  3  cwt.  each ;  and  had  they  been  kept  long  enough 
on  the  potatoes,  would  have  been  fattened.  For  his  horses,  he 
lioiU  the  potatoes,  gives  them,  mixed  with  bran,  and  finds  that 
they  do  very  well  on  them,  without  oat«<. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  of  King's-connty,  had  80  sheep  in  the  snow 
last  wiuler,  which  got  to  his  potatoes,  and  eat  them  freely,  upon 
which  he  picked  40  of  them,  and  pat  them  to  that  food  regularly ; 
they  fiittened  lery  quick,  much  sooner  than  40 others  at  bay.  nnd 
yielded  him  a  great  ])rice  at  Smith&eld. 

Mr.  Jones  has  improved  some  poor  rough  land  that  produced 
nothing,  first  by  hollow  draining  thoroughly,  and  then  manuring 
it  with  limestone  gi'avel.  which  brought  up  a  great  crop  of  whit« 
und  red  clover,  and  trefoile.  lie  also  spreads  this  manure  on 
lays  he  intends  breaking  up;  and  observes  that  the  use  of  it  is 
very  great,  for,  when  dug  out  of  ditches,  you  gain  at  once  manure, 
drains  and  fences.  He  hat  seen  some  of  it  dropt  on  a  bog  in 
<-artiag,  and  where-ever  it  falls,  is  sure  to  bring  up  the  wbite 
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From  lion<»  took  tlit;  roiid  to  Summerhill,'  the  sent  of    . 
fhe  Right  Hon.H.  L.  Howley ;  the  country  is  chearful  and 

ii^i[iienily  the  seal  of  Lord  Langford. 


SUUUERHILL, 

;  aud  if  the  Irish  uabbioH  cuatiuue  like  whttt  X  huve 
litherUi  Been,  I  shall  not  henitutti  to  pronouQce  their  in- 
hahitants  as  well  off  as  most  Eoghsh  cottagers.  They  ivrc 
huilt  of  mud  walls  18  inches  or  two  feet  thick,  and  well 
thatched,  which  are  f&r  warmer  than  the  thin  clay  walls  in 
England.  There  are  few  cottars  without  a  cow,  and  some 
of  them  two,  A  belly  full  invariably  of  potatoes,  and 
generally  turf  for  fuel  from  a  bog.  It  is  true  they  have 
not  always  chimneys  to  their  cabbins,  the  door  serving  for 
that  and  window  too :  if  their  eyei)  are  not  affected  with 
the  smoke,  it  may  be  an  advanta4;e  in -warmth.  Every 
cottage  swarms  with  poultry,  and  moat  of  them  have  pigs. 
It  is  to  the  polite  attention  of  Mr.  Rowley  I  owe  the  fol- 
lowing information.  About  Summerhill  the  soil  is  mostly 
strong  stony  laud,  on  clay,  hut  naturally  fertile.  He  lets 
it  at  about  iQa.  au  acre,  which  is  the  avera^  rent  of  the 
whole  coimty  of  Meath  to  the  occupier ;  but  if  the  tenures 
of  middle-men  are  included,  it  is  not  above  14s.  This 
intermediate  tenant,  between  landlord  and  occupier,  is 
very  common  here.  The  farmers  are  very  much  improved 
in  their  circumstances  since  about  the  year  1752.  At  a 
rack-rent,  the  land  sells  at  21  years'  purchase ;  but  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  to  26  and  27.  Whenever  a  number 
of  years'  purchase  of  land  is  mentioned  in  Ireland,  it  im- 
a  neat  rent,  without  any  deductions  whatever. 

jourse  of  crops  very  common  here  U  trora  tbc  lay. 
1.  Wheat,  the  crop  ti  barrcln. 
Whrtt, 

3.  Oata,  the  crap  10  barrel. 

4.  Oats. 

5.  (Tlovec. 

6.  Clover. 

I'litaloes  ore  much  planted,  the  best  knd  yields  100  lo  120  barrels 
|icr  acre,  but  a  miildling  produce  BO,  at  32  sUine  the  barrel.  The 
poor  pay  £6  or  £6  6i.  an  acre  rent  for  grass  land  lo  plant,  and 
^3  ur  £4  for  a  aecond  crop.  They  arc  everywhere  iixci)  for 
feeding  hogs  and  poultry.  Kir.  Rowley  has  fattened  worke<l 
uien  of  five  years  old  in  eight  weeks  upon  tbeni  parboiled,  with 
bay  besides.  Much  marie  is  used  here  on  Ibe  lighter  lands,  but 
for  the  heavy  aotls  lime-stone  gravel  is  preferred. 
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lu  hiring  farms,  flie  lower  tenants  will  take  thein  of  50 
acroB.  if  they  have  u  few  cows  and  horses,  without  a. 
ahilling  in  their  pockets.  Mr.  Eowley  keeps  a  very  con- 
siderable  donntin  in  his  hunds ;  adjoiuing  to  it  is  a  black 
turf  bog  of  admirable  use  for  firing.  I  viewed  it  atteu~ 
tively.  and  am  clear  that  all  aueh  bogs  as  this,  with  a  &.lt 
from  them  for  draining,  might  very  easily  be  improved  into 
excellent  meadow.  The  surface  is  covered  with  heath 
al>out  a  foot  high,  and  under  that  eight  or  nine  feet  deep 
of  puffy  stuff,  which  when  burnt  yields  no  ashes  j  then 
the  bog  turf  ten  -feet  deej>  cuts  like  butter,  and  under  that 
a  marley  lime-stone  gravel.  They  have  found  at  14  feet 
deep  evident  marks  of  the  plough  in  the  soil  at  Iwttom, 
also  remains  of  cabbins,  cribs  for  cattle,  mooses'  horns, 
oaks,  yews,  and  fir,  being  good  red  deal.  In  working  for 
fuel,  they  dig  out  the  black  bog  and  throw  the  upper 
stratum  in  its  place,  through  which  open  drains  being 
kept,  the  turfs,  as  they  are  dug  are  spread  on  it  for  drying. 
In  many  spots  I  remarked  the  vernal  grass  (anthoxauthvm 
ndoratum),  the  holcua  {lavaiiiit),  narrow-leaved  plantain 
(plantaga  Innceolfitd).  docks  (riinica"),  white  and  red  clover ; 
and  on  the  banks  of  the  master  drains  a  full  crop  of  fern 
{pterin  iiqiiilina.)  Upon  cutting  small  surface  drains  on 
the  bog,  the  heatli  (erica)  doubles  its  growth.  The  CTpence 
of  cutting  drains  in  the  bog  six  feet  wide  at  top,  six  deep, 
and  one  wide  at  bottom,  is  8rf.  or  9rf.  a  perch  of  21  foot. 
The  plantations  and  ornamented  grounds  at  Summerhill 
are  extensive,  and  fovm  a  very  fine  environ,  spreading  over 
the  hills,  and  having  a  noble  appearance  from  the  high 
lands  above  the  bog,  Tlie  house  is  large  and  handsome, 
with  an  elegant  hall,  a  cube  of  30  feet,  and  manv  very 
good  and  convenient  apartments. 

Went  in  the  evening  to  Lord  Momington's  at  Dangan,' 
who  is  making  many  improvements  which  he  shewed  me ; 
his  plantations  are  extensive,  and  he  has  formed  a  large 
water,  having  five  or  six  islands  much  varied,  and  pro- 
montories of  high  land  slioot  so  far  into  it  as  to  form 
almost  distant  lakes,  the  effect  pleasing.  There  are  above 
100  acres  under  water,  and  his  lordship  has  planned  a  con- 
siderable addition  to  it.  Returned  to  Summerhill. 
I  Co,  Mewh. 
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uni;  29th,  left  it,  taking  the  road  to  Slaiue,'  the  oounlry 
y  pleasant  all  tlie  way;  much  of  it  on  the  bankti  of  the 
Boyne,  variegated  with  some  wooda,  jilanted  hedge-rowB, 
and  gentle  hills :  the  cabbina  continue  much  the  same,  the 
same  plenty  of  poultry,  pigs,  and  cowh.  The  cattle  in  the 
road  have  their  fore  legs  all  tied  together  with  straw,  to 
keep  them  from  breaking  into  the  fields ;  even  sheep,  and 
pigs,  and  goats  are  all  in  the  same  bondage.  I  had  tht: 
pleasure  of  meeting  Colonel  Burton  at  the  Castle,  in  whom 
)  fortunate  aa  to  find,  on  repeated  occasions,  the 
most  assiduity  to  procure  me  every  species  of  informa- 
I,  entering  into  the  ai'irit  of  ray  design  with  the  most 
leral  ideas. 

His  partner  iu  Slsiiie  Milla,  Mr.  Jebb,  gave  uie  the  tbllowiuf; 
ieulora  of  the  conimtm  hiishandiy,  which,  upon  reading  ovei' 
severs!  intelligent  farmers,  they  found  very  little  occasion  t<i 
VuTon  ri«e  from  100  to  300  acres,  tbe,aoil,  a  Btoney 
1  a  ruck,  and  lets  on  an  average  a  ~  ~ 
coDntj  throughout  the  sauie.  The  c 
I.  Follow  with  lime,  120   bitrreU  an   ucii 

9.  Wheat,  HOW  a  barrel,  and  <;et  6  to  7,  aomctimeK  1 1 . 

3.  Barley  or  oats,  if  barley,  sow  Ij-.  and  get  13. 

4.  Oata.  sow  two  barrelH,  the  crop  16.      Also, 

1.  Fallow,  2.  wheat,  3.  barley,  4.  oats,  5  clover,  foi' 
Two  yeara  C.  Uarley. 
Another.  1  fallow,  2.  wheat,  3.  spring  corn,  4.  spring  corn,  5. 
faOow,  6.  wheat,  7.  barley,  and  red  or  white  clover  or  trefoilc 
and  bay  flcedg.  Another,  I.  fallow,  1.  wheat,  3.  clover,  2  years. 
4.  barley,  5.  oats.  A  coiiunoii  practice  ia,  fur  the  farmerK  to 
hire  any  kind  ot  rough  wa^U:  land,  at  three  guineas,  or  three 
priund  an  acre  for  three  crops,  engaging  to  lime  it  if  the  lime  is 
found  them  ;  120  barrela  per  acre,  whii;h  comes  to  £3  lOi.  from 
.^9  9«.  Icavee  hIx  fur  three  yeara.  They  cultivate  it  in  thi; 
9e  of  1.  fidlow,  2.  wheat,  3.  barley,  and  4.  oatK. 
'orneps  not  generally  come  in,  but  fanner  Macgnire  haa  20 
to  40  every  year,  but  doca  not  hoe  them,  he  feeda  ahceji 

Slant,  CO.  Mealh.    It  is  characteristic  nf  Toung  Ut  flie  no  thought 

anything  of  antiqaarian  inuresl,eliw  one  might  have  looked  fornimi! 

tbe  tumuli  aud  other  important  remains  in  this  naighbour- 


it  93  ahillinga  and  the 
sea  of  crops, 
it  7(/.  besides 


^^eommou 
^BTomep) 
^Krea  to 
^r  >  Slan 
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oil  the  land  snil  then  bows  barley  and  clover.  Clover  would  be 
mure  general,  wtu  it  not  for  llie  expenoe  of  picking  the  Btones 
for  mowing,  whinh  costs  10*.  or  12«,  ko  acre.  Sopiietimes  mow 
it  once,  and  feed  afterwarris  ;  the  crops  exceedingly  great.  A 
few  tarcK  sown  for  the  horse»<.  On  the  banlts  of  the  Naiiny' 
water,  many  white  ]iease  tiown,  inxieail  of  a  fallow,  and  good 
crojM),  wheat  sown  aiier  them,  Tliey  also  sow  beann  about  Kil- 
bnie.'  Kvery  fanner  has  a  little  flax,  from  a  rood  to  nn  acre, 
and  all  the  cottages  a  spot,  if  they  have  any  land,  Ihey  pi> 
through  the  whole  prouess  iheinnelveB,  and  spin  and  weave  it. 
From  hence  to  Drc^heda,'  there  i'h  a  considerable  nantifacture 
of  coarse  ctoth,  which  is  exported  to  Liverpool,  about  li.  a  yard. 
At  Navan'  there  is  n  fnbrick  of  sacking  for  home  consuniptton  ; 
the  weaverH  earn  1*.  ii  day  at  those  works. 

Potatoes  are  a  great  article  of  culture  ;  the  cottagers  take 
land  of  the  farmers,  giving  them  £4  iOt.  an  acre,  dnnged.  All 
in  the  trenching  way.  the  riilge  six  feet,  the  furrow  two  and  • 
liulf;  always  weed  them,  the  best  season  for  planting  the  middle 
of  April.  The  crop  64  barrels  on  nn  average,  and  the  price 
So.  Sii.  a  barrel.      They  have  got  much  into  the  apple  potatoc. 

£    >.    d. 

Kent  ..4110 

Spreading  dung ...oao 

Seven  bnrrels  uf  areit  :i«,  6(1 14     6 

Culling  and  laying 0     6     8 

IVenching  and  earthing  up 4    0    0 

Taking  up  pickini;  IJ^.  a  barrel,  64     .      .     U     B     O 

£10  13     0 

From  whence  it  appears,  that  the  prime  cost  of  the  potatoes  is 
4if.  a  barrel.  Wheat  in  xown  after  them,  and  unmelimes  barley  ; 
the  wheat  is  generally  a  bad  crop  and  had  grain,  hnt  the  barley 
j;ood.  For  tkt  bogs  they  boil  them,  and  at  last  mix  some  bran 
or  oats ;  a  hog  of  2  cwt.  will  fatten  In  two  monthi.  on  six  barrelit 
and  one  barrel  of  oats.  Much  poultry  is  also  reared  and  fed  in 
all  the  cabbins  by  means  of  potatoes. 

Waste  lands  have  been  brought  in  and  cultivated  at  Grange 
flenth,  the  soil  stony  and  over-nin  with  heath  {erica  vulgan't)  and 


■  Th. 


Nanny,  co.  Mealh,  divides  ihc  baninips  of  Upper  and 
Kilbrew  Hou-e,  co.  M™th.       ^  Ct>.  Loiiih.        •  Co.  Meath. 


whins,  (ultx  europaiu)  let  befiitc  tlic  improvement  at  4«.,  but 
lew  now  lit  aoj.  They  pbughcil  up  the  surface  and  spontaneouii 
growth,  summer  fallowed  and  lined  at  150  barrets  an  acre, 
^we«l  wheat,  and  pursued  (he  course  above  mentioned,  the 
■.Tups  of  dale  exceedingly  ^eal,  20  barrels  bd  acre ;  of  thii) 
land  there  were  2,S0O  acres.  The  great  manure  of  the  country  is 
lime,  which  is  always  laid  on  fallow ;  they  End  the  advantage  of 
it  90  (.-learly  an  to  be  seen  in  the  cRcet  to  an  iiieh  :  but  when 
land  is  got  much  out  of  heart,  then  the  lime  will  not  do  ;  and 
iJiey  lay  it  down  to  clover  for  several  years  till  there  is  some* 
ihing  of  a  turf,  after  which  it  will  answer  well.  Hollow  draining 
is  geuerally  used,  even  by  the  common  farmers,  who  have  Ibunil 
by  experience  that  their  lime  will  do  no  good  till  the  land  is 
drained.  The  fences  about  new  iucloxed  pieces,  and  those  made 
ill  general  by  gentlemen,  are  ditches  »\\  feet  deep,  seven  feet 
wide,  and  fbiirteen  inches  at  bottom,  with  two  rows  of  quick  in 
■he  bank,  furze  sown  on  the  top,  or  a  dead  hedge  of  brush. 
Good  grass  land  for  meadow  lets  for  ^3  or  .t'4  an  acre  ;  mow  it  all 
and  get  three  ton  of  hay  an  acre  or  fifteen  Irish  load.  Many 
dairiu'4  of  cows,  up  to  30  and  GO,  kept  here  for  butter.  Wr. 
Kelly,  near  the  Obelisk,'  Drogheda,  has  200  cows  let  at  .i:^. 
The  breed  i«  half  English  and  half  Irish,  worth  i:5  to  JE7  each ; 
(he  faraicn  let  theirs  to  dairy-men,  who  are  common  labourers, 
at  £4  a  piece,  but  if  they  won't  give  live  or  seven  quarts  at  a 
meal  thcj  may  be  rejected ;  a  good  one  will  give  ten  quarts  of 
milk  per  meal,  ihe  produce  about  .65,  ctmsequenlly  there  is  20*. 
a  head  profit.  As  butter-milk  is  all  the  food  of  the  people,  tlie 
number  of  iwine  kept  is  very  small :  it  is  carried  to  Droghedn, 
and  sold  at  six  quarts  a  penny.  The  cows  are  fed  in  winter  on 
hay  alone;  all  are  kept  abroad  in  the  day,  but  housed  at  night. 
They  rear  almost  all  tlic  calves,  ncaning  them  at  six  weeks  or 
two  months  old  :  at  a  fortnight  they  sell  at .?«.  or  4j.  Some,  but 
not  dairymen,  give  them  in  rearing  hay-tea.  They  fatten  many 
1.-OWS,  having  much  grass ;  an  acre  to  a  cow.  Swine  fatten  from 
one  to  two  cwt.  Many  are  kept  upon  potatoes  alone,  and  fattened 
intirely  upon  that  root,  which  is  thought  to  be  a  very  profitable 
use  ;  the  putatoe  fed  pork  much  firmer  than  that  on  {loUard. 
There  is  a  great  demand  this  year,  many  ship  loads  alive  being 
bought    up   for  England  ;  and   the   price  good,  encourages  the 
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breed  incredibly.  AIrii;  »hecp  ore  kept,  Ixiuglit  in  every  year 
in  autiima,  miutly  ewes,  but  some  wethern,  at  I2i.  to  \Ss.  Sell 
the  lambs  fat  in  May  or  June  at  IOj.  tut  four  or  five  pound  of 
wool,  worth  5s  and  fat  ihc  ewe  to  19.t.  or  30«.  profit  £1  li.  a 
head.  Buy  wctlicrs  at  20s.  tu  25s.  sell  at  30t.  to  i2i.  with  a 
fleece  uf  seven  pound;  inwinterthey  have  liay,  and  some  sheaf 
oats.  No  rot  here.  Plough  nil  with  homes,  six  to  b  plough,  and 
do  an  acre  a  day,  working  often  from  six  in  the  morning  to 
eight  at  night,  and  stiring  eight  or  nine  inches  deep.  Tbey  keep 
10  or  12  hur.'iCEj  to  100  acres  in  tillage,  and  breed  them  all  them- 
selves. The  price  of  ploughing  8*.  nn  acre.  The  whole  prepara- 
tion of  a  fallow  worth  25s.  an  acre;  and  for  barley  I2i.  Tlie 
form  of  lands  narrow  ridges  three  or  four  feel  wide  :  the  year's 
expense  to  a  farmer  £5  each  horse  ;  very  seldom  give  them  any 
oats.  They  cut  no  straw  into  chaS';  and  as  all  their  com  is 
winnowed  in  the  road,  the  chaff  of  it  is  lost.  They  never  break 
their  litiibbles  till  about  Christina.s ;  the  plough  generally  used,  in 
nn  imperfect  swing  one.  In  hiring  and  stocking  farms,  they  wilt 
take  100  acres  or  more  with  scarce  any  money ;  but  then  Ihcy 
must  have  to  the  value  of 

£    i.     d. 

»  Iloniea  at  £6 40    0    0 

4  Cows  £5 .     30     n     0 

2Sow8l(ta i     0    0 

6  Cars  at  £3 IS     0     0 

:!  Ploughs  at  12^ 110 

■i  Harrows 1130 

No  rollers  used 

Harness  at  lOii.  a  liorss 3     0    0 

Sanriries 10    0    0 

lioogebiild  fuTDiture 5     0     0 

1  Sack  of  oat-meal 10    0 

Labnur  supplied  by  letting  land  to  others  for  pota- 
ton  ;  no  seeil,  as  be  pays  thu  precoding  Knant  the 
eighth  sheaf  of  the  wintrr  com,  and  Ihc  fourth  of 

Ibe  spring,  in  lieu  of  Ihc  s«>d  and  sowing.  

£100   17     0 

A  very  intelligent  labourer,  sent  for  by  Mr,  Burton,  gave  me 
the  following  account  for  40  acres,  10  of  tliem  grass, 

£    «.     rf. 
4  Horses 18    4     0 


Carried  fornurd  £.)B 


With    iiun    expenditure    thcj    fare     no     better    than 

do  not  improve  their  circumBtanceB.  Land  Bella 
'  at  rack  rent  22  and  23  j  ears'  purchase,  aa  well  now  m  in  1 768  ; 
Ike  bankruptcica  in  1772  did  nut  affect  tlie  purcfaasc  of  land. 
County  cc«K  Sif.  to  li.  an  acre ;  tithes  for  wheat  7j,,  barley  St., 
tMU,  3  U)  it,,  mciwln^c  ground  3s.  6d.  notbing  for  land  fed,  and 
no  HinaU  tjthea ;  no  ten  drank  among  the  cottagers.  Leases  in 
geaenl  31  years  to  L'atbolics  ;  to  ProtestanU,  three  live*  or  31 
years.  Iteut  of  cabbiiis  40i.  with  a  |iatHt4>c  garden ;  if  a  cow  ia 
kept  40«.  more.  No  emi^' rations.  The  Catholic  religion  general 
g  the  toweT  vUstes. 

DiU^hiug  G  feet  by  fi,  iOd.  a  perch 


Threshing  wheat  It.  a  ban-el 


No  servants  hired  at  all. 

Women  a  day  in  harveel  Btl. 

Rise  in  the  price  of  labour  in  ten  years,  f 

1  lOtL,  but  they  work  harder  and  better. 


I'R    IX    lUELAND. 


PROVI 


Baeun  5<l.,  bi'i'acl  li/.,  potutnci  2ji/.  a  itUini-,  new  milk  id.  a 
quart,  diiclcB  Sd.,  dUHlles  6\il.,  Bonp  6^if.  firing  of  the  poor,  fiirz 
aud  coa]  to  a  trifling  ajnount.  The  farmer!)  bum  tlieir  straw,  yor 
irhirh  they  de/erre  In  be  hanged,' 

Slate,  la«.  per  1000. 
Elm,  £2  lOa.  to  £3  a  ton. 
Fir  £3. 

Pry  walls  ll ashed  2«. 
Building  a  oabbiu  £S. 
Ditto      a  farm-house  su<l  nlKces  for  100  acres,  £C0. 

Hire  of  four  t-ars,  one  inau  and  a  boy,  4*.  a  day ;  23  miles 
frnin  Dublin  it  lakes  the  whole  week  to  go  twice.  The  price  to 
;co  there  1D«.  a  week,  4(.  of  it  e.-ipences  on  the  road.  The  load, 
a  cwt.  each  car.  But  Mr.  Jebb  has  sent  IB  cwt.  to  Dublin 
with  one  hor^e.  and  not  nn  e.^traoriUnarj  one,  IS  or  16  cwt. 
nften. 

In  the  improvementEi  making  about  the  Castle,  it  wan  necessary 
to  more  a  large  hill  of  limestone,  and  as  the  readie!<t  way. 
Colonel  Burton  i<<  burning  it  to  lime.  The  kiln,  like  mo.«t,  I  hare 
seen  in  Ireland,  is  a  very  good  one,  It  is  in  the  shape  of  an 
egg,  19  feet  deep,  and  9  diameter  in  the  swell;  when  new  it 
burnt  400  barrels  in  a  week,  eaeh  3  bushels ;  but  as  the  lining  is 
worn,  it  i.i  now  from  320  to  400.  A  ton  of  cnlm,  which  costs  at 
Drogbeda  I3i.,  and  2j.  freight  from  tiiencc,  bums  50  barrels  of 
lime.  Quarrying  and  burning  the  stone  is  1  ^d.  a  barrel,  expences 
in  all  5|d.,'Bnd  it  sells  at  the  kiln  for  7d.  Tlie  stone  i.i  laid 
in  layers  eight  or  nine  inches  tfaick,  and  ia  always  kept  supplying 
at  top  and  emptying  at  bottom.  The  kiln  costs  £3.;  building, 
and  it  employs  three  hands. 

Lord  Conyugliam's  seat,  Slaine  Caatle.  on  the  Boyne,  is 
one  of  the  moEt  beautiful  pWee  I  have  seen  ;  the  grounds 
ore  very  bold  and  various,  rising;  around  the  castle  in  nohk* 
hills  or  beautiful  inequalities  of  aurfate,  with  an  outline  of 
flouriBhing  plantationB.     "Under  the  castle  flows  the  Boyiie, 
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ki  a  reach  broken  by  islands,  witli  a  very  fine  shore  of  rock 
iD  one  side,  and  wood  on  the  other.  Through  the  lower 
plantationH  arc  ridings,  vhieli  look  upon  seyeral  beautiful 
scenes,  formed  bj  the  river,  and  take  in  the  distant 
country,  exhibiting  the  noblest  views  of  waving  Cultin&ld 
Hills,  with  the  Castle  finely  situated  in  the  midst  of  thi- 
pltiuted  domain,  through  which  the  Boyne  winds  its 
l)eautiful  osurse. 

Under  Mr.  Lambert's  house,  on  the  samt;  river,  is  a  moKt 
romantic  and  lieautiful  spot ;  rouks  on  one  side,  rising 
iu  peculiar  forms  verj-  boldly ;  the  other  steep  wood. 
the  riviT  bending  short  between  them  like  a  land-locked 

^L    Lord  Conyngham's  keeping  up  Slaine  Castle,  and  spend- 

^Kig  greiit   sums,  though    he   rarely  resides   there,  is  au 

^Dutauce  cf  magnificence  not  often  met  with;  while  it  is 

^Bo  common  for  absentees  to  drain  the  kingdom  of  every 

^Hiiilling  thej  can,  so  contrary  a  conduct  ought  to  be  held 

^Bn  the  estimation  which  it  justly  deserves. 

^[    June  30th,  rode  out  to  view  the  country  and  some  im- 

[(rovementfi  in  the  neighlwurhood  ;  the  principal  of  which 

an-  those  of  Lord  Chief  Baron  Foster,  which  I  saw  from 

Olikston    Eill,    iu    the    road    from    Slaine    to    Dundalk. 

Adjoining    to    it   is    an    extensive    improvement   of    Mr. 

Forlescue's ;    ten  years  ago  the  land  was  let  at  Sc  6rf.. 

HOW  it  is  a  guinea,;  which  great  work  was  done  by  the 

tenants,  and  lime  and  fallow  the  meaoB  pursued.     These 

and   other   improvements,  with   the    general    increase  of 

prosperity,  has  had  such  an  effect  in  employing  the  people. 

that   Colonel    Burton    assured    me.  that  20  years  ago. 

if  he  gave   notice  at  the  mass-houses,  that  he   wanted 

M4al}ourcrs.  in  two  days  he  could  have  2  or  300 ;  now  it  i» 

^■kot   so   easy    to   get    20.    from    the   quantity  of    regular 

^Bpiployment    being    so     much     increased.       1    observed 

^pipeaver's  looms  in  most  of  the  cabbins.  went  into  one,  and 

the  man  informed  me  that  he  could  weave  a  web  65  or 

*i6  yards  long,  and  26  inches  wide,  at  8tl.  a  yard  price  in  a 

week.     34  to  36  lb.  of  yam  makes  it,  which  costs  15rf.  per 

lb.,  he  and  his  journeymen  could  earn  7  or  8».  a  week 

it.     He  paid  X4  4s.  for  tho  grazing  of  a  cow,  a  rood  of 

tatae  garden,  and  the  cabbin.    They  were  burning  straw. 
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which,  I  forgot  to  I'emark,  I  have  foiind  very  common  where 
there  is  no  turf:  &  most  pemicioua  cUBtom;  it  is  in  fact 
what  I  have  often  huard  literally  reported,  that  they  bum 
their  dunghilla  in  Ireland. 

Passed  through  Kevcral  farms  much  improved,  and 
found  great  attention  given  to  fences,  the  ditches  very 
large,  and  the  banks  well  planted. 

Lord  Boyno's  estate  appears  to  be  very  rich,  and  the 
tenants  beyond  the  common  run. 

The  country  ia  well  wooded,  and  has  an  appearance  of 
sumo  of  the  beat  parts  of  England. 

Walked  into  Mr.  Maurice's  fields  ;  he  is  a  considerable 
larmer,  buys  his  fattening  cows  in  May  from  £Z  to  ^tl  6»., 
^Us  fat  from  August  to  Christmaa,  with  30«.  profit :  he 
has  laid  down  a  meadow  to  grass  with  so  much  care  that 
the  expense  was  jGIO  an  acre.  In  one  of  his  fields  he 
sowed  red  clover  with  the  third  crop  of  com,  it  failed,  but 
an  amaiing  sheet  of  white  clover  came,  which  I  saw.  and 
was  indeed  surprised  at  auch  a  proof  of  the  excellency  of 
the  soil,  even  under  such  exceeding  bod  management ;  but 
not  a  human  i)eing  that  I  have  met  with  has  any  notion  of 
sowing  clover  with  the  first  crop. 

Beturniug  to  Slaino.  dined  with  Mr.  Jebb,  and  viewed 
the  mill,  which  is  a  very  large  edifice,  excellently  built ; 
it  was  begun  in  1763,  and  finished  in  1766.  The  water 
from  the  Boyne  is  conducted  to  it  by  a  wear  of  650  feet 
long,  24  feet  base,  and  8  feet  high,  of  solid  masonry ;  the 
water  let  into  it  by  very  complete  flood-gates. 

TLe  cwibI  is  80D  feet  long,  all  fuccd  with  stone,  aad  64  feet 
wide ;  on  one  aide  is  a  wharf  L'omplelely  formed  and  wnlled 
agsiost  the  river,  whereon  are  offices  of  several  kinds,  nnd  a  dry 

The   mill   is   138   feet   lonp,   the 

the  cornice  -13,  being  a  very  large 
lo  mill  I  have  feen  in  England  can 
1  upon  being  iinloftded,  U  hoiited 
)  the  upper  iitory  of  the  building, 
by  a  very  simple  contrivance,  being  worked  by  the  wster-wheel, 
mid  discharged  into  spaciouq  granarien  which  hold  d.OOO  barrels. 
From  thence  it  is  conveyed,  during  seven  montha  in  the  year,  to 
the  ltih>  for  drying,  the  mill  containing  two,  which  will  dry  80 


dock   for   building   light* 
breadth  24,  and  the  height  t< 
and  handnomo  edifice,  Eiich  a: 
be  compitTcd  with,     The  co 
ihi'ougli  doors  in  the  floors 
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barrels  in  S4  hoai's.  From  the  kiln  it  is  hoiflted  again  to  the 
upper  story,  from  thence  lo  a  fanning  machine  for  re-dressing, 
to  get  out  dirt,  soil,  etc.  And  from  thence,  hy  a  small  sifting 
machine,  into  the  hoppers,  U>  be  ground,  and  is  ^ain  lioiste<T 
into  iho  bolting  niilU,  to  be  dressed  into  Itoui-,  different  sorts  of 
pollard  and  bran.  In  all  which  progre^is,  the  machinerv  is  cnn- 
trJTcd  to  do  the  business  with  the  least  labour  possible:  it  wilF 
prlnd  with  great  ease  120  barrels,  <il'  20  stone  each,  every  day, 
176.1.  for  a  few  years,  about  13,000  barrels  per  anil, 
'ere  ground,  of  late  years  tip  to  17,000  barrels.  It  may  be 
■vcd,  that  this  mill  is  rcrj  difierrent  from  the  Knglish  ones, 
being  under  the  necessity  of  kiln-drying  or  d  reusing,  The 
ipense  per  barrel  of  the  drying  In  coals  and  lalionr  is  3rf.,  and  the 
wafte  is  ODe-twentieth  In  the  weight :  but  the  eontrivance  I'educes 


^Mrere 
^^pen 


the  expense  of  drcs» 
facturing  the  wheat 

I  the  3d.  drying  make 
ibe  «tnne,  of  whii-h 
vag 


H  trifle.  The  whole  (.■hargo  of  manu- 
o  flour  in  mere  labour  is  9d.  a  barrel,  and 
(.      The  barrel  weighs  20  stone,  14  lbs.  Ii> 


Pollard  i 
l>irl,  waste,  griniiing  nad  {  , 
dmssing      .     .     .     .      \ 


ii'hat  the  farmers 


;  waste  in  re-dressing  the  ■■urn  ( 

onght  to  do)  is  about  S  lbs.  a  barrel. 

The  pullard  Mr.  Jebb  tried,  fur  six  years,  in  giving  lo  pigK. 

Bought  in  ilorrn  in  September,  at  7(.  to  20j.  each,  and  put  them 

^^Jo  pollard  giren  wet,  about  the  thickness  of  gruel ;   it  could  have 

^Hfceea  sold  for  2t.  a  barrel  of  G  stone,  auil  in  feeding  it  did  not 

^^Eroduce  more  than  lOrf.  a  barrel;  pork  from  IBs.  te  20(.  per  cwt. 

^^Pniinks  it  would  not   more  than   pay   the  2s.   a  barrel  if  pork 

^^^ras  40».  per  ewt.      Tried  also  breeding  sows ;    bought  Berkshire 

(uws  fed  upon  the  pollard,  but  it  did  not  answer  better  than  the 

Other  method.     The  pork  fed  upon  it  was  soft,  and  not  near  so 

good  as  potatoe-fed.     Mr.  Jebb  thinks,  however,  that  if  he  had 

■Aad  plenty  of  straw  litter,  as  the  stone-yard  fotiudered  them, 

d  dnrer  for  snramer  food,  that  it  would  hare  paid  the  St.  a 
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barrel,  but  nut  more,  the  dung  bcinj;  then  the  profit.      The  hows 
did  exceeduiglj  well,  and  tlic  piga  alno,  in  rearing. 

The  com  ie  brought  to  the  mill  from  all  the  countrj  rounil  to 
the  diatonue  of  10  miles.  The  fnriners  send  it  io,  and  Icare  the 
price  to  be  fixed.  The  raining  the  mill  and  offices  complete 
cost  £20,000,  and  has  estabhahed,  in  a  fine  eom  countrj,  a  con- 
stSDt  market ;  und  has  prenpnred  the  tillage  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, which  would  have  decUnc<l  from  the  premium  on  distnnt 
earn  ago. 

The  flour  ia  sent  to  Dublin,  and  the  manufacturing;  countrj 
til  the  north  about  Newrj,  &c. 

It  cmplovri  conatanilr  from  10  to  12  handa;  the  commoa 
ones,  Gi.  GJ.  a  week. 

Thej  sow  much  earlier,  and  the  com  ia  drier  of  lat«  jearn 
than  at  first. 

The  carriage  of  all  the  flour  that  i; 
is  bj  one-horse  cars,  which  earrj  6  c 
Dublin. 

The  parish  o£  Monknewton,'  in  the  county  of  Meath 
lying  Ijetween  Drogheda  and  Slaine,  nearly  midway,  for- 
merly belonpug  to  the  rich  abbey  of  Mellifont"  (whosf 
beautiful  ^olbie  ruins  arc  in  the  neigh  ho  tirhood),  consists 
of  Tory  fine  corn  land,  and  mostly  belongs  to  John  Baker 
Holroyd,  Esq..  of  Sheffield  Place,  in  the  county  of  Sussex : 
a  gentleman  who  having  favoured  rae  before  with  eicellent 
intelligence  in  that  country,  took  pleiisure  in  repeating  it 
(m  occasion  of  my  Irish  tour. 

Towards  Mattock  Bridge  the  soil  is  a  light  rich  loam. 
hut  the  north -western  part  is  a  strong  fertile  day.  The 
whole  estate  has  been  let  out  to  two  or  three  considerable 
people  for  61  yc»ars,  and  they  under-let  in  the  usual  style 
of  the  country.  The  leases  expired  in  1762,  when  Mr.  H. 
visited  the  estate,  and  found  it  as  ill  used  as  it  possibly 
could  be.  However,  great  rents  were  offered.  He  declined 
the  proposals  of   several   considerable  men,  to  take  the 

'  Appni-cnlly  the  purish  rerrri-ed  to  is  Ncwlomn  JJonastcrboiif,  ifi. 
Louth. 

"  A  Cutercian  moiiiuter}'.  founileil  in  1 1-12  as  an  dTshoot  of  that  at 
-Olairiauz,  where  St.  Bernard  niia  the  abbot.  It  grew  lobe  an  eatab 
liihmeDt  of  gruat  wealth  and  iin|)ortBnce,  but  was  sm'tilarivd  in  1140. 
iind  liecBmi"  a  niin  about  a  hundred  yeurs  later. 


Aole  to  uiider-let  at  rauk-rcatit  as  iiefore,  kuowiug  ihat 
hhe  same  wretclied  huHbandr;  and  poverty  must  continue, 
'T  he  did,  although  it  would  secure  his  rents  most  effeu- 
lally.  He  was  very  well  satisfied  with  the  rents  offered 
f  {M^fBons  who  would  reside  on  the  estate,  (diTiding  with 
tlie  profits  of  the  middle-man),  and  voluntarily 
engaged  to  pay  for  the  masonry  and  prinLipal  timber  of 
f»rm  houses,  hams,  stables,  &c.  He  made  large  ditches, 
planting  them  with  quick,  round  each  farm.  He  allowed 
half  the  expence  of  inner  fences.  He  provided  an  excellent 
lime-stone  quarry  in  the  neighbourhood,  bexides  lime-kilns 
on  different  farms.  He  buUt  about  the  centre  of  (he 
estate  a  very  large  double  kiln,  calculated  to  bum  1,000 
barrels  per  week.  He  allows  30f .  for  every  acre  on  which 
700  barrels  of  uuslacked  lime  shall  be  laid,  within  a 
<»rtain  number  of  years,  and  on  condition  that  the  land 
hath  a  winter  &ud  summer  fallow  at  the  same  time.  In 
some  instances  he  allows  40s.  per  acre,  which  is  nearly  the 
whole  eipence  of  liming ;  and  in  some  iastaneea,  when 
£100  is  laid  out  on  an  house,  he  allows  £60  or  £60,  but 
as  vet  no  great  advantage  is  taken  of  his  encouragement 
to  "build.  He  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  scatlored  style 
of  building;  to  have  the  bams,  stables,  &x.,  built  round  a 
farm  yard,  and  that  the  house  should  have  a  story  or  fioor 
ii.boTe.  Some  objected,  that  a  floor  raised  an  house  too 
high,  and  exposed  it  too  much  :  the  estat«  is  rather  low  as 
lo  situation,  and  sheltered  by  hills  on  every  side,  but  I 
understand  some  considerable  bouses  are  to  be  built  next 
year.  The  common  fanners,  however,  prefer  living  on  the 
ground,  surrounded  by  mud  walls,  have  no  idea  of  the 
fhearfulness  of  large  windows,  but  let  in  barely  light 
enough  to  do  their  business  through  apertures  not  much 
better  than  loop  holes  ;  neither  has  the  encouragement  to 
lime  been  taken  advantage  of  in  the  degree  it  might  be 
fipected.  Mr.  H.  is  an  hearty  well-wisher  to  Ireland,  and 
ready  to  embrace  any  scheme  of  improvement  for  its 
advantage.  He  wished  to  make  some  return  to  the 
'Country  for  sj>ending  the  income  of  the  estate  out  of  it. 
He  was  ready  to  allow  almost  the  whole  of  every  expense 
jJtet  could  be  kid  out  on  the  lands,  knowing  the  poverty  of 
"  e  common  Irish  residing  tenantry,  and  their  characters 
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to  be  eUfli,  that  they  could  not  improvtj  them  as  they 
should  be;  yvt  I  understand  thoy  are  not  much  better 
Hatisfied  than  other  tenants :  and  the  rent  seems  high. 
The  farms  were  mostly  let  at  a  time  when  the  spirit  of 
taking  laud  waa  greater  than  at  present,  but  it  is  far  from 
au  high  rent  for  land  so  circumstanced  and  situated,  built 
and  improved  at  the  expense  of  the  landlord.  There  is 
much  in  the  neighbourhood,  especially  towards  Drogheda. 
let  at  two  guineas,  and  three  pounds  and  upwards,  por 
acre.  He  is  a  great  friend  to  agriculture,  has  considered 
the  subject  much,  and  was  very  anxious  to  introduce 
something  like  the  best  English  husbandry  on  his  Irish 
estate,  but  that  ia  still  at  a  great  distance.  He  endea- 
voured to  break  through  the  barbarous  custom  of  having 
the  whole  farm  laid  waste  at  the  end  of  a  lease,  and  every 
inch  ploughed  up.  but  could  not  carry  his  point  further, 
than  by  giving  great  present  advantages  t«  the  tonant«,  tv 
induce  them  to  agri*.  that  the  third  part  of  the  farms 
should  not  be  plougheil  the  last  four  or  five  years  of  the 
lease.  The  soil  is  so  good,  that  if  used  ever  so  ill  in  that 
time,  it  will  recover,  and  there  will  be  a  very  good  sward. 
According  to  the  common  method  of  leasing  lands  in  many 
parts  of  Ireland,  the  country  is  nearly  waste  and  unprofit- 
able, to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  public,  during  seven  or 
eight  years  in  every  31  years,  the  usual  leEiae.  For  the 
tenant,  not  restrained  by  proper  clauses,  nor  obliged  to 
any  particular  management,  or  to  manure,  ploughs  up 
every  thing,  and  for  some  time  before  the  eipiration  of  his 
term,  pursues  the  most  ruinous  systeoi  for  the  land,  dis- 
posed even  to  lose  some  advantage  himself,  rather  than 
his  successor  should  have  any  benefit ;  consequently,  the 
three  or  four  last  years  the  crops  hardly  pay  esjiences,  and 
three  or  four  years  more  are  lost  before  it  can  be  brought 
into  any  condition.  Good  and  straight  roads  arc  made 
through  and  across  the  estate,  and  bridges  built  where 
necessary.  Such  a  disposition  la  the  landlord  to  improve, 
must  do  much  for  the  country. 

Notwithstanding  the  attention  that  has  been  paid  tn 
the  estate,  the  young  whitcthoni  hedges,  (of  which  a  great 
quantity  hatl  been  planted,  and  which  grew  most  luxu- 
riantly) serve  as  spring  food  for  sheep  and  other  cattle. 
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e  estate  is  now  divided  into  famiB,  from  70  to  150  acres, 
1  let  in  general  for  31  years,  at  40«.  and  35s.  per  acre. 
e  part  at  SOa.  and  a  Gisall  part  at  26s.  The  lands  are 
e-free,  and  there  are  no  taies  of  any  kind  paid  bv  the 
int8,  except  assesements  for  making  and  rejmiriiiR  the 
'.8  ot  the  barony,  winch  some  years  have  amounted  t« 
,  |«r  aere,  and  is  laid  on  by  the  grB,nd  jiiry  ut  the 


CHAPTER  III. 

Mr.  Gerard  ■[  Gibbs  Town,— Lord  Boolive  at  Heailfnrt.— Loni 
LoDgtbrd  at  rackenbani  Hall.^The  I'enal  Liiwi.— Cflitdirion  of  the 
Lower  Classoi.  —  Pilfering  common.  —  Mullirgmr.  —  Tullamure  — Cajir. 
Jiib niton  at  Iharltnillc. 

JULY  1st,  left  Slaine,  taking  the  road  towards  Kells.' 
Called  at  Gibbs  Town.'  where  Mr.  Gerard  has  one  of 
the  most  considerable  farms  in  the  country.  He  very 
kindly  shewed  me  it,  and  eiplained  the  management. 

His  buUocka  he  buys  in  October  at  £10  each,  and  <iens  tbeiii 
in  summer  with  £*  profit  :  the  cows  in  May,  at  15  10s.  and 
sells  them  before  winter  from  30<.  tii  40.".  profit.  lie  mows 
100  acres  of  hay  for  the  sheep  and  biillockp,  and  keeps  goo<l 
BfteT'groKi  bcBidef.  The  bullocks  in  winter  have  nothing  but, 
hay  )tn<l  grass,  and  iirc  always  in  the  lields.  there  being  no  such 
thing  in  this  country  as  foddering  yard.*  for  winter  teeilinj;. 
Two  bullocks  require  three  acres.  The  fields  being  generally 
large,  a  proportion  of  stock  ia  thrown  to  each,  which  are  left  ti> 
fai ;  but  if  any  do  not  seem  to  thrive  well,  tlicy  are  drawn  froni 
iheni  and  put  into  better  food. 

The  slieep   Mr.   Gerard    buys    in   October,   three    year    old 

wethera,  at  25i. ;   he  begins  to  sell  in  April,  an<l  by  August  they 

t  generally  gone  ut  about  SSn.  on  an  Bvcr»gc.  Fatting,  in 
tier  he  thinks  more  advantageous  than  ewes  and  Iambi, 
(er  sheep  have  bay  in  bad  weaUiev, 
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The  best  isttle  come  from  Galwaj,  Mayo,  and  1! 
Mr.  Gerard  tbiiikx  the  crosn  of  the  Knglish  breetU  iu  Ireland 
baa  done  good,  c,X('<^pt  iu  the  liidcf.  which  arc  much  thinner 
(mm  them.  A  {jood  hide  ia  wortii  £3  or  £4,  bnt  in  common 
iToln  aOa.  to  iO». 

The  soil  of  this  neighbonrhood  is,  much  of  it,  a  thy  stuiic; 
Joam,  which  wanta  on  draining;  and  whenever  red  clover  i* 
aonn  and  left,  the  white  comes  in  perfect  sheets,  but  the  bolEoina 
are  strong  land,  wet  and  bad.  All  the  dry  lands  would  do  per- 
fectly well  for  tiirneps ;  Mr.  Gerard  tried  them,  and  got  line 
crops :  but  the  poor  stole  theni  in  car  load^.  which  made  him 
leave  otTtbe  practice. 

Under  the  boggy  botloiua  there  in  a  very  fine  white  roarle,  of 
a  sort  1  have  not  seen  in  England ;  it  is  under  four  feet  of  black 
bog,  and  lies  in  a  stratum,  14  feet  thick,  on  blue  gravel ;  it  ii 
always  found  under  the  black,  not  the  red  bog  i  it  cuts  with 
turf  spades,  quite  like  white  butter,  but  in  the  air  falls  into  a 
sandy  ]>owder  to  appearance :  it  i»  uncommonly  light  in  the 
hand,  and  has  a  very  great  effervescence  with  acids,  as  I  tried. 
Mr.  G.  has  marled  109  acrcD,  u»d  found  the  benefit  immenite. 
Lays  3  or  300  barrels  an  acre,  and  always  on  tillage. 

Uc  has  made  many  covereit  drains  with  stones,  the  effect  of 
nbich  is  great ;  and  he  has  his  fields  fenced  in  the  most  perfect 
manner  by  deeji  ditches,  high  banks,  and  well-planted  hedges. 

One-third  of  the  county  of  Meath,  he  thinks,  is  let  lo  sub- 
tenants ;  a  farm  itf  1100  acres  near  him  is  so,  and  does  not  i>ro- 
tluce  a  tythe  of  what  it  ought  to  do.  For  stocking,  etc.,  a  gi-azing 
Jarni  of  1,000  acres.  £2.000  dws ;   £3.000  would  do  it  well. 

Cotv-arreg  are  common  here,  which  is  to  let  the  lan<l  fur 
t3  la*,  to  £■!  an  acre  to  the  poor  for  three  or  four  cni|is  ;  who 
generally  sow  oats,  but  sometimes  wheat. 

Reached  Lord  Bective's  in  the  eveaing.  throU(tIi  »  very 
fine  country,  particularly  that  part  of  it  from  which  in  a 
prospect  of  his  extensive  woods.  No  person  could  with 
more  readineaa  give  me  every  sort  of  information  tlian  hiti 


The  improvements  at  Headfort'  must  be  aatonishing  to   I 
those  who  knew  the  place  seventeen  years  ago ;    for  then.  J 


e  from  Kells,  co.  Mealh. 
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a  were  neither  building,  walliug,  nor  pIsatatiotiB :  at 
Bnt  almost  everything  is  created  necessary  to  fomi  a 
considerable  residence.  The  house  and  offices  are  intirety 
new  built ;  it  is  a  large  plain  stone  edifice.  The  body  of 
the  house  145  feet  long,  tuid  the  wings  eauh  180.  The 
hall  is  31^  by  24,  and  17  high.  The  saloon  is  of  the  saue 
dimensions,  on  the  left  of  which  is  a  dining  room,  48  by 
24,  and  24  high  :  on  the  right,  a  drawing  room,  24  square 
by  17  high,  and,  within  that.  Lady  Bective's  dressing-room, 
23  by  18.     There  are  also,  on  this  floor,  a  breakfast -room. 

23  by  18.  and  a  room  for  Lord  B.  of  the  same  size.  The 
first  floor  consists  of  six  apartments,  one  31^  by  24,  two 

24  square ;  a  fourth  23  by  l^  ;  a  fifth  20  by  18 ;  a  sixth 
23  by  19,  all  15  high,  besides  two  dressing-rooms.  From 
the  ttiickness  of  the  walls,  I  suppose  it  is  tlie  custom  to 
build  very  substantially  here.  The  grounds  fall  agreeably 
in  front  of  the  house,  to  a  winding  narrow  vale,  whieh  is 
fiUed  with  wood,  where  also  is  a,  river,  which  Lord  Bective 
intends  to  enlarge;  and,  on  the  other  side,  the  lawn 
spreads  over  a  large  extent,  tuH  is  everywhere  bounded  by 
very  fine  plantations.  To  the  right,  the  town  of  Kells  is 
picturesquely  situated,  among  groups  of  trees,  with  a  fine 
waving  country  and  distant  moimtains  ;  to  the  left,  a  rich 
tract  of  cultivation.  The  plantations  are  very  numerous, 
more  thriving  I  have  no  where  seen;  the  larch,  spruce, 
and  beech,  in  particular,  running  beyond  the  rest,  but  the 
bark  of  all  is  clear,  and  there  cannot  be  a  better  sigu  of  a 
tree's  health  and  vigour. 

His  Lordship  transplants  oaks  20  feet  high  without  any 
danger,  and  they  appear  to  thrive  perfectly  well ;  but  he 
takes  a  largo  ball  of  earth  up  with  the  roots.  He  con- 
firmed what  had  been  mentioned  to  me  before,  that  the 
way  to  moke  our  own  firs  equal  to  foreign,  was  to  cut  them 
in  June,  and  directly  to  lay  them  in  water  for  three  or  four 
months.  This  was  done  by  his  father  35  years  ago,  and 
the  buildings  raised  of  them  are  now  fully  equal  to  those 
built  of  Norway  fir. 

Besides  these  numerous  plantations,  considerable  man- 
sion, and  an  incredible  quan^ty  of  walling,  his  lordship  has 
M»alled  in  2ti  acres  for  a  garden  and  nursery,  and  built  six 
F  seven  very  large  pineries,  90  feet  long  each.     He  has 
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built  also  a  farm-yard  280  feet  square,  totally  aurrounded 
with  offices  of  varioiis  kinds. 

Hia  Lordship's  idea  is  uot  that  of  famiiDg.  but  improving' 
the  landa  about  the  house  for  beauty;  for  if  let,  they 
would  be  deatroyed  aud  ploughed,  and  also  for  preserving 
the  plantations.  Other  lands  he  keeps  only  to  bring  them, 
into  order  for  re-letting.  He  applies  his  grass  beside* 
horses,  to  fatteniug  cows,  which  he  buys  in  in  May,  from. 
£3  lbs.  to  £4,  lOs.  and  in  fire  or  six  months  sells'  them, 
with  35i>.  to  40>r.  profit.  His  mules  are  16  or  17  hands 
high,  and  he  finds  them  of  incomparable  use  :  they  are  in 
their  prime  at  20  years  old,  and  good  even  at  35 ;  be  ha« 
had  them  16  years,  aud  in  that  time,  with  the  work  they 
have  done,  would  have  woru  out  three  seta  of  horses, 
besides  being  kept  upon  less  food.  Of  hay  he  gets  17  or 
18  loads  an  acre  of  4  cwt. 

In  the  breed  of  his  cattle.  Lord  Bective  is  very  atl<.-ntive : 
he  sent  into  Craven  for  a  prime  bull,  and  got  one,  which  cost 
him  36  guineas  at  a  year  old,  and  he  is  indeed  a  very  fine 
beast.  This  is  the  breed,  Mich  from  much  experience  be 
prefers,  as  well  for  milking  as  for  fattening,  The  Holdemess 
he  has  tried,  having  a  very  fine  hull,  but  is  determined  to 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  them  :  the  fiesh  is  black  and 
coarse ;  and  though  they  give  more  milk  than  the  others, 
yet  it  will  not  make  a  quantity  of  butter  proportioned. 
The  common  cow  of  the  country  is  bs  good  as  any  for 
mere  milking. 

All  Lord  Bective's  gates  are  iron,  which  coat  him  £5  Bn. ; 
and  as  wooden  ones  come  to  £3  Sf.  he  finds  them  the 
greateat  improvement,  saving  the  eipenee  very  soon.  In 
his  tillage  he  pursues  the  practice  of  the  country,  which  is, 
1.  Fallow.  2.  Wlieat.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats,  but  does  not 
take  the  last  crop  of  oats.  He  limes  160  barrels  an  a«re 
on  hia  fallow,  but  the  common  quantity  only  80,  by  means 
of  which,  and  better  husbandry,  he  has  10  harrela  an  acre 
of  wheat,  and  20  of  oats ;  while  the  common  crops  are  7  of 
the  one,  and  12  of  the  other.  Marie  he  has  found  an  ex- 
cellent manure  for  dry  soils. 

The  general  rent  of  the  neighbourhood  20«.  Of  th© 
whole  country  18«.  6^.  Laud  sells  at  21  years  purchase  at 
raclc  rent. 
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I  The  cottam  pkiit  great  quantities  of  potatoes,  giving  for 
mt  £A  lOe.,  the  crop  from  70  to  100  barrele.  This  culture 
has  increased  20  fold  within  20  years.  All  the  hogs  in 
the  country  are  fattened  on  them  half  boiled. 

In  July,  August,  and  Sept«mber,  they  have  great  numbers 
of  Connaught  labourers ;  they  are  called  tpalpeetie :  gpat. 
in  Irish,  is  a  scythe,  and  peen  a  penny ;  that  is,  a  mower 
for  a  penny  a  day ;  but  that  was  80  years  ago,' 

Lord  Bectire's  father  was  one  of  the  greatest  improvers 
I  have  heard  of.  He  bought  10,000  acres  of  bog  and 
rt)ugb  laud  in  the  county  of  Cavan,  much  at  the  rent  of 
only  20rf.  an  acre:  he  drained  and  improved  the  liog, 
though  a  red  one,  divided  it,  and  brought  it  to  be  such 
giiod  land,  that  it  is  now  15ft.  an  acre;  part  of  it  was  dry 
rooky  laud,  which  he  divided  by  walls. 

July  3i'd,  took  my  leave  of  Lord  Bective,  and  wept  to 
Dniestown,'  the  seat  of  Barry  Barry,  Esq. ;  but  as  I  was 
uot  fortunate  enough  to  find  him  at  home,  I  could  only 
observe  in  general,  that  he  had  a  large  lawn  very  well  laid 
down  to  grass,  and  had  made  a  very  pretty  lake  with  a 
shrubbery  on  the  banks  of  it. 

About  tliiB  ncighbourliouil  all  tlie  guoil  land  is  upp1ie<l  tit 
grazing,  nnd  lets  from  25ii.  to  3Si.  nn  a^^re,  the  rest  SOk.  But 
towardit  Fore'  I  passed  by  mii(!h  that  was  greatly  inferior,  for 
when  laid  down  (that  ia  left  to  itBcIf),  no  white  clover,  or  very 
little  cntnc.  aiid  it  iieemed  quite  uninclosud  ;  yet  ibU  I  found  was 
at  14x.  or  \5i.  I  observed  here  that  tlie  cottars  were  not  so  well 
eloalljed  an  hitherto. 

Reached    Packenham-liali,'    pleasantly    situated,    with 

much  old  wood  about  it,  where  Lord  Longford  received  me 

the  most  friendly  attention,  and  gave  me  very  valuable 

formation.  For  the  following  particulars  of  the  neigh- 
iring  huslmndry  I  am  obliged  to  him. 

Farm«  rise  from  £20  to  £100  a  year,  in  general  £60  or  .E80 

Sptlpten  (Irish  ipailpia)  is  really  derived  from  ijiai/p,  whi(^ll  nneane 
.  verb,  to  sirut,  or,  an  ■  noun,  a  fop.  It  is  e<|uiTaIent  to  our  loafer. 
Co.  Meath.     Drewi-towD  House. 

Fo*re,  or  Lough  Lane,  a  amall  markpt  town  {™.  Weatmpalh)  ivas, 
rding  to  Crarlilion,  in  anusei>t  limes  a  seat  of  Iparning. 
Pakenhain  Hall,  near  Ca>tlopotlard,  co.  Westmeaih. 
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but  fev  large)'.  The  8f>il  bcnvj,  loam  eight  or  nine  inches  deep 
upon  from  12  to  18  iiichei  of  }'elloir  tilt,  under  whicli  limestone 
gravul,  10  feet  deep  on  rock,  also  dr;  sound  gravel;  lets  from  ISa, 
to  'i(ta.  Average  rent  of  the  countT  of  Weetroeath,  excliiBive  of 
waate.  9^.,  including  it,  7».  The  coiirsea  of  erops  most  eommon : 
1.  Potatoes  1,  Potatoes  ' 

■2.  Bere  2.  Flax 

:l.  Oala  3.  Oats 

4.  Oats  4.   Oats 

5.  OafH  5.   Oats 
and  oats  longer  if  the  land  will  bear  it, 
three  liairels  an  acre,  and  then  leave  it  to  eore 
the  better  farmers : 

1.  Fatlotv  manured  with  limestone  gravel. 

2.  Wheat  or  here. 

3.  OatM. 

4.  Gain. 
Tliej-  sow  one  barrel  of  wheat,  and  get  sev( 

one  and  a  half  of  bere.  and  get  IS  or  16;  of  oat 

the  crop  10  or  II  at  first,  and  decreases  every 

bnt  weeds.     The  eottarx  all  sow  6ax  on  bile  of  land,  and  di'cH 

and  spin  it,  and  it  is  iroren  in  the  countrj  for  their  own  iixe, 

beiides  selling  some  }'am.     The  little  farmers  keep  no  slieep. 

Tlic  chief  improvemcntA  of  wastes  arc  the  bottoms  adjoining 
to  the  bogx,  which  they  drain  and  cover  with  gravel  or  earth, 
that  produce  good  jiotatoeii. 

No  other  way  of  laying  land  to  grass  than  sowing  red  clover, 
or  oftener  notliiug,  and  leaving  it. 

Meadows  for  the  year  let  from  £3  to  £4 
the  hay,  upon  which  tliey  get  10  load  an  aei 
applied  to  fattening  cows,  which  they  buy  in 

sell  in  November  at  £6,  one  ncre  of  good  land  will  do  for  them, 
but  if  not  good,  one  and  a  half 

The  C0W8  give  two  to  tlirce  gallons  of  milk  n  da 
40«.  produce  per  year  by  butter  and  calf.  Feed  tbi 
with  oat-straw  and  Lay.  An  on-hide,  if  it  weighs  100  lb.  three 
pence  per  lb.  if  not  two  [wnce  halfpenny.  A  cow-hide  two 
pence  halfpenny  if  above  60  lb.  if  lens  two  pence.     Dearer  than 

The  tillage  la  all  done  with  hones,  use  four  in  a  plough,  and 
do  better  than  half  an  acre  a  day.     The  price  with  harroi 


n  till  they  do  not  get 
over  itself.     Amon^ 


c  and  a  half, 

r  till  nothing 


I  acre,  merely  for 

QraKs  is  mostly 

I  May  at  £4  and 


,  and  yield 
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sii  ai'i'e.      The  depth  six  inches  I'or  winter  com ;  tkej  lay 

laiirls  in  roiiiKi  riil|;ee  four  or   five  feet  broftd.     Keeping  a 

boree  the  Humnier  at  gra^s  £1  lOf.      No  ciittiog  chalT,  but  throw 

their  own  Bway  in  the  wiiinowiii(r-      Tlie  hire  of  a.  car,  and  horse, 

■nd  driver,  ten  jience  a  da;.      In  liirini;  and  stocking  farmii,  they 

^^irill  take  one  of  HO  aci'ei.  without  any  thing  but  lour  horses  and 

^Bix  cowi.  depending  for  fotxl  upon  wliaC  tliey  bring ;   for  l&boni- 

^^■pon  tlieniselves  and  the  cottars  that  come  witli  tlieni ;   and  make 

^Hnne  or  ecari'e  any  profit. 

^^  I.ancl  selln  al  21  years  [lurcbase  rack  rent;  renti!  hate  fallen 
25  per  cent.  «iuie  1770.  In  1768,  1769.  and  1770,  tliey  were 
ranch  above  their  value.  Tjihe.i  are  compounded  for,  wheat,  here. 
and  barley  7«.,  outs  5i ,  meadow  29.,  sheep  3d.     No  tea  drank. 

Leases  comroon  are,  31  yearH  to  Catholics,  and  thi'ce  litce  to 
I'rotc»tsnts.      Great  part  of  the  country  let  to  middle  men,  who 
re-let  it  to  siib-lenante,  generally  witli  a  profit  greater  than  they 
pay  the  lanitloril.      Carry  their  com  to  the  mill  of  Carrick,  five 
miles  olf.      Rent°  of  eabblnx  20(.  to  25i.  with  a  rood  of  groun<l, 
if  land  with  it,  which  is  generally  the  case,  they  pay  SOi.  an  acre. 
For  gracing  a  cow  25^.,  oiid  for  a  horr>e  30«.      Ni>  emigration  a. 
^—Twenty  to  one  of  the  lower  people  Roman  Catholics. 
^^L.Expence  of  building  a  cabbin  40i.  and  for  a  farm  of  50  acres 
^^H6-      Tbey  wilt  hire  farms  and  take  all  the  buildings  upon  tbcni- 
^|Mve».     Both  cottara  and  little  farmers  are  in  a  worse  aitnation 
^^aiin  they  were  20  years  ago.      All  of  them  have  turf  for  firing, 
■nd  one  week's  labour  in  a  year  wilt  supply  a  cabbin. 
Cutting  turl'3rf.  a  kish  or  cubical  yard. 
A  ditrh  sin  feet  widt  and  five  feet  deep  20rf. 
y  In  burning  lime,  a  kisli  of  turf  bonis  2  barrels  of  linie. 
I  B«lls  at  the  kiln  at  6c/.  a  barrel. 
I.  Among  Lord  Longford's  forma  in  this  country  are  the  following : 

£  Lei  £ 

376  acres  75  rent     I73G  worth  now     260 


190  bog  i 
600  I 

WO  bog  \ 


Carried  for »  aril 


[JULT, 


BrougbC  forwanl  .  t-tfiA 


jar  I8ti  1756  „  400 

£I»2S  £4S0t 

From  wliii'h  table  maj  be  seen  the  com paru  live  value  of  lands  in 
40  yeam  :  it  has  more  tliaii  doubled  in  30. 

Grau  land,  gravelled,  will  let  to  tlie  pour  at  £S  liii'  putatoes. 
Very  goo<l  old  gras^  vrithuut  any  manure,  £4  4i.  and  ai  much 
more  for  the  second  year  for  flax  :   after  that,  would  give  £3  for 
oats,  anil  they  will  give  £5  for  dunged  stubble  for  potaloea. 
The  expeuoea,  per  acre,  of  a  crop : 

£     '.    ■/. 

llput 500 

t  Barrels  of  sewl I      0     0 

I'lanting :t     0    0 

Taking  up        '   'P     0 

in  iu    0 

The  crop  80  barrels.     Prime  coat  '2s.  6rf. 

Lord  Longford  has  some  blaok  bottom  land,  as  it  is  called 
here  ;  that  is,  black  red  bog  partially  drained  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago,  some  of  it  tolerably  dry  :  other  parts  so  wet,  that  a  beast 
can  scarcely  vouture  on  it  with  safety.  One  part  is  a  reddish 
bug,  three  feet  deep,  which  1'2  years  ago,  was  burnt  a  foot  deep  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  open  drains  made  10  feet  wide  at  top,  and 
7  deep,  the  bog  being  formed  by  the  drains  into  beds  40  feet 
wide.  The  apontaneouB  ruhbi-th,  heath  chiefly,  is  now  coming 
fast  again,  but  it  never  has  been  cultivated ;  where  the  fires  were 
made  are  npots  of  fine  white  clover.  This  land,  at  present, 
would  let  fur  nothing,  but  it  is  highly  improveable. 

Ilia  Lordship  haa  had  two  acres  and  an  half  of  turn e| is  on  just 
such,  and  the  crop  was  exceedingly  good :  he  has  always  remarked 
in  burning,  that  wherever  there  were  many  ashes,  there  are  sure 
to  be  good  tnrneps.     The  two  acres  aud  an   half  kept   seven 


1776.]  PACKKSHAU, 


bullocka.  e«ch  6  virt,,  and  sixty  aheep,  three  months.  On  four 
Mrei  of  the  lame  sort,  lie  lias  now  a  cnip  of  turiiepB  aown :  it 
WM  drained  10  yeurs  ago.  This  aummer  he  dag  it  over,  levelled 
it,  and  burnt  the  spit  in  ^eat  heaps :  thin  dig|;ing  cost  £3  10«. 
an  acre.  The  burning  £1.  It  was  harrowed  with  biUlocks, 
which,  with  seed,  &c.,  he  rct^kona  I0(.  in  all  £9  an  acre,  which 
expence  he  knows  b;  experience  Ik  repaid  bj  the  crop  of  tumeps. 
In  huTowine,  if  a  bullock  in  a  soft  place  sinks  in,  they  slip  the 
iiamess  olT  him,  and  set  the  others  to  drag  him  out  by  the  homa, 
fixing  the  rope  round  the  horns  as  in  hoisting  an  ox  into  a  ship. 

I  remarked,  upun  this  baggy  bottom,  a  small  plantation  of 
Scotch  firs,  which  did  very  well,  and  larch  still  better.  Willows 
will  not  thi'i\e.  A  gentleman  inclosed  and  ilrained  fuur  acres, 
which  he  planted  with  them,  and  they  shot  away  for  four  years, 
but  then  all  died.  They  do,  however,  very  well  in  the  turf  itself, 
if  the  npper  snrtitce  of  spunge  is  cleared  away.  In  improving 
any  bug.^.  Lord  liongfui'd  thinks  t^e  tillage  should  be  renewed 
alternately  with  grass  every  six  or  seven  years,  or  it  will  cover 
again  with  heath  {erica) ;  burning  Jt  the  best  way. 

Ilia  Lordship  has  tried  cabbages  several  times,  and  he  tiuds 
that  while  thej  last  thej  are  better  thau  turncps,  but  prefers  tlie 
latter  on  account  of  the  short  duration  of  the  farmer. 

Limestone  gravel  he  has  tried  ou  a  large  scale,  lays  1,000  loads 
an  acre,  at  £1  10*.  expence,  if  it  is  in  the  field.  The  eHect  pro- 
digious wherever  it  is  laid.  On  a  bare  rocky  spot  in  the  front  of 
the  house,  where  the  earth  had  been  cleared  away,  and  there  wa.^ 
no  vegetation  but  of  weeds,  some  gravel  was  spread,  and  it 
brought  up  an  exceeding  thick  coat  of  white  and  red  clover.  It 
is  also  in&llible  in  destroying  moss. 


July  4th,  Lord  Longford  carried  me  to  a.  Mr.  Marly's, 

LQ  improver  in  the  neighbourhood,  wlio  has  done  great 
ihingg,  a,nd  without  the  benefit  of  such  leases  as  Protes- 
■  1  Irel&nd  commonlj  have. 


Hfthing 

Kits 

Hi  II«<  reuU  1,000  acrei;  at  first  it  was  at  iOJ.  an  acre,  in  the 

^^ext  term  Si.  or  £250  a  year,  and  he  now  pays  £850  a  year  for 

it.      Almost  the  whole  farm  is  mountain-laud ;   the  spontaneous 

growth,  heath,  Ac,  he  has  improved  300  acres.     His  method  hoi 

been  tn  grub  up  the  rnbbi&U,  and  then  to  snnmcr- fallow  it,  and 

are  it  with  limestone  gravel,  1,400  load  an  aore,  at  tha 

;   of  £2   2».      Upon  this   he   srjw   wheat  or   bk!re.  geti 
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9  barrels  an  acre  of  wlical,  ami  19  of  berp,  then  oat"  12  to  15 
barrels.  After  which  he  (bIIoivs  again,  ancl  finbhes  the  ttecond  or 
third  course  with  red  clorcr,  howii  with  barlej'  or  oalfl  a^er  wheat. 
If  this  takes  very  well,  he  leaves  it  to  turf  itself.  White  clorer 
coDies  as  fast  as  the  rcil  wears  out ;  fur  the  firnt  fnur  or  five  years 
it  siipportt  only  sheep,  but  as  it  iin|iroTe»,  which  it  does  very  fast, 
he  grases  it  with  black  cattle. 

Lime  he  has  tried  in.<:tcad  i>f  gravel,  160  barrel)*  an  acre  at  If. 
but  it  did  not  better  than  gravel  at  one-fourth  the  evpence.  In 
gravelling,  the  beg;inning  of  the  pit  he  haa  found  good  for  nothing  ; 
and  the  deeper  it  ii  dng,  it  is  so  much  the  better.  It  will  not  do 
twice,  but  will  last  8  crops,  with  2  fallow*. 

Jiiat  such  an  account  would  he  given  to  marie  in  Norfolk,  if 
they  practised  bo  bad  a  course  of  crops.  Any 
powerAil  an  alcaly  as  marie  leaves  ihc  ground,  after 
ing  course  of  eropK,  in  mncb  worse  oiiler  than  it  fiiuni 
but  the  Irish  farmers  pursue  the  Norfolk  ajstcni,  of  i 
two  crops  of  white  corn  come  together,  they  wonki  i 
their  gravel  exhausted  in  8  crops  ;  it  would  probably  last  20,  and 
in  that  management  they  might  gravel  again  and  again. 

He  has  the  white  light  marie  under  boggy  bottoms,  and  has 
used  mnch  of  it,  but  does  not  find  it  answer  so  well  as  gravel. 

He  applies  his  grass  to  fattening  cows,  £c.,  in  the  system  1  have 
mentioned  more  than  once ;  sheep  he  both  buys  in  to  1st,  and 
keeps  his  own  breeding  stuck. 

He  is  very  attentive  in  fattening  his  wethers;  he  buvs  in 
October  at  30ji.  or  S'lx.  each,  begins  at  Christmas  to  feed  them 
with  bran  and  oatJ<,  one  ipiart  of  each  per  diem,  and  continues  it 
for  three  months  :  has  sold  at  £3  5s.  jjut  on  an  average  at  40ji. 
This  be  thinks  better  and  cheaper  than  tumeps,  which  he  has 
tried,  but  fmds  too  dear  in  the  expcnce  of  drawing,  and  if  fed  in 
the  field,  thinks  hslf  of  them  lost ;  the  oats  at  Si.  Gd.  a  barrel,  the 


.    Would 

then  fini' 


It  was  ivith  regret  I  beard  that  the  rent  of  a  man  who 
had  been  so  spirited  an  improver,  should  be  raised  bo  ex- 
ceedingly.    He  merited  for  his  life  the  returns  of  bis  in- 
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[uatry.  But  the  cruel  laws  against  tlie  Roman  Catholics  ot 
'lis  country,  remain  the  marks  of  illiberal  barbarism.' 
Why  should  not  the  industrious  man  have  a  spur  to  his 
industry  whatever  be  his  religion  ;  and  what  industry  is  to 
be  ex|>ected  from  tbem  in  a  country  where  leaseB  for  lives 
^*xe  universal,  if  they  are  sechided  from  terms  common  to 
one  else?  What  mischief  could  flow  from  lettinfr 
!m  have  leases  for  lifey  None;  but  much  good  iu 
limatiug  their  industry.  It  is  impossible  that  the  pros- 
perity of  a  nation  should  have  its  natural  pro)j;ress,  where 
tour  fifths  of  the  people  are  cut  ofE  from  those  advantages 
which  are  heaped  upon  the  domineering  aristocracy  of  the 
small  remainder. 

In  conversation  with  Lord  Longford  I  made  many  en- 
quiries concerning  the  state  of  the  lower  classes,  and  found 
Ihat  in  some  respects  they  were  iu  good  circumstances,  iu 
indifferent ;  they  have,  generally  speaking,  such 
ilenty  of  potatoes,  as  always  to  command  a  bellyful ;  they 
Te  flax  enough  for  all  their  linen,  most  of  them  have  a 
and  some  two,  and  spin  wool  enough  for  their  cloaths; 
ftll  a  pig,  and  numbers  of  poultry,  and  in  general  the  com- 
plete family  of  cows,  calves,  hogs,  poultry,  and  children, 
pig  t(^ether  in  the  cabbin ;  fuel  they  have  in  the  utmost 
plenty;  great  numbers  of  families  are  also  supported  by 
the  neighliouring  lakes ;  which  abound  proiligiously  with 
tish ;  a  child  with  a  packthread  and  a  crooked  pin,  will 
catch  perch  enough  in  an  hour  for  the  family  to  live  on  the 
whole  day,  and  his  Lordship  has  seen  500  children  fishing 
at  the  same  time,  their  being  no  tenacionsness  in  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  lands  about  a  right  to  the  fish  ;  beaides'perch, 
there  is  pike  upwards  of  five  feet  long,  bream,  tench,  trout 
of  10  lb.  and  as  red  as  a  salmon,  and  fine  eels ;  all  these 
•WUK  favourable  circumstances,  and  are  very  conspicuous  iu 
■the  numerous  and  heaJthy  families  among  them. 

Reverse  the  medal:  they  are  ill  cloathed,  and  make  a 
wretched  appearance,  and  what  is  worse,  are  much  op- 
pressed by  many  who  make  them  pay  too  dear  for  keeping 
a  cow,  horse,  Ac.  They  have  a  practice  also  of  keeping 
accounts  with  the  labourers,  contriving  by  that  means,  to 


^— are  ui 


^  othe 
^ulen 
^Bave 
^Peow 


'  Tlie  I'pnal  Laws  are  deall  wilh  m 
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let  the  poor  wretches  have  very  little  cash  for  their  year's 
work.  This  is  a  ^^at  oppreBsion,  farmers  ajid  gentleineti 
keeping  accounts  with  the  poor  is  a  cruel  abuse :  so  many 
days  work  for  a  cabbin— ao  many  for  a  potatoe  garden — so 
many  for  keepiug  a  horse — and  so  many  for  a  cow,  are  clear 
accounts  which  a  poor  man  can  understand  well ;  but 
farther  it  ought  never  to  go  ;  and  when  he  liaa  worked  out 
what  he  has  of  this  sort,  the  rest  of  his  work  ought 
punctually  to  be  paid  him  every  Saturday  night.  Another 
circumstance  mentioned  was  the  excessive  practice  they 
have  in  general  of  pilfering.  They  steal  every  thing  they 
van  lay  their  hands  on — and  I  should  remark,  that  this  is 
an  account  which  has  been  very  generally  given  me ;  all 
sorts  of  iron,  hinges,  chains,  locks,  keys,  &c. — gates  will  tw 
cut  in  pieces,  and  conveyed  a,way  in  many  places  as  fast  as 
built ;  trees  as  big  as  a  man's  body,  and  that  would  require  . 
ten  men  to  muvc,  gone  in  a  night.  Lord  Longford  has  had 
the  new  wheels  of  a  car  stolen  as  soon  as  made.  Gktod 
stones  out  of  a  wall  will  be  taken  for  a  fire-hearth,  &>:. 
though  a  breach  is  made  to  get  at  them.  In  short,  every 
thing,  and  even  such  as  are  apparently  of  no  use  to  them 
— nor  is  it  easy  to  catch  them,  tor  they  never  carry  their 
stolen  goods  home,  but  to  some  bog-hole.  Tumeps  aiv 
stolen  by  car  loads ;  and  two  acres  of  wheat  pluckt  off  in  a 
night.  In  short,  their  pilfering  and  stealing  is  a  |>erfect 
nuisance !  How  far  it  is  owing  to  the  opprossiun  of  laws 
aimed  solely  at  the  religion  of  these  people,  how  far  to  the 
conduct  of  the  gentlemen  and  farmers,  and  bow  fur  to  the 
mischievous  disposition  of  the  ]>eople  themselves,  it  is  im- 
possible for  a  passing  traveller  to  ascertain.  I  am  apt  to 
believe  that  a  better  system  of  law  and  management  would 
have  good  effects.  They  are  much  worse  treated  than  the 
poor  in  England,  are  talked  to  in  more  opprobrious  tenns, 
and  otherwise  very  much  oppressed,' 

Tjeft  Packenham-hall. 

Two  or  three  miles  from  Lord  Longford's,  in  the  way  to 
Mullingar,"  the  road  leads  up  a  mountain,  and  commands 
iin  exceeding  fine  view  of  Loch  Derrevaragh,  a  noble  water 
eight  miles  long,  and  from  two  mites  to  half  a  mile  over; 


'   Vii>  wfm,  vol.  i 


'  Co.  Wfistmealk. 
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TMt  reach  of  it,  like  a  magnificent  river,  opens  as  yon 
the  hill.  Afterwards  I  passed  under  the  princtpa! 
mountain,  which  rieeB  abruptly  from  the  lake  into  the 
boldest  oiitline  imaginal>le ;  the  water  there  is  very  beauti- 
ful, filtinR  up  the  steep  vale  formed  by  this  and  the 
opposite  hills. 

Beached  MuUingar. 

It  was  one  of  the  fair  days.     I  saw  many  cows  and 
,  and  more  horses,  with  some  wool :  the  cattle  were 
of  the  same  breed  that  I  had  generally  seen  in  coming 
through  the  country. 

July  5th,  left  MuUingar.  which  is  a  dirty  ugly  town. 
and  taking  the  road  to  Tullamore.'  stopped  at  Lord 
Belvidere's,  with  which  place  I  was  as  much  struck  as 
with  any  I  had  ever  seen.  The  house  is  perched  on  the 
crown  of  a  very  beautiful  little  hill,  half  surrounded  with 
otliers,  variegated  and  melting  into  one  another.     It  is 

le  of  the  most  singular  places  that  is  anywhere  to  be 

in.  and  spreading  to  the  eye  a  beautiful  lawn  of  undula- 

ig  ground  mai^ined  with  wood.  Single  trees  are  seat- 
in  some  places,  and  clumps  in  others ;  the  general 
BO  pleasing,  that  were  there  nothing  further,  the 
would  be  beautiful,  but  the  caavas  is  admirably 
Lake  Eanel,  many  miles  in  length,  and  two  or  * 
three  broad,  flows  beneath  the  windows.  It  is  spotted 
with  islets,  a  promontory  of  rock  fringed  with  trees  shoots 
into  it,  and  the  whole  ie  bounded  by  distant  hills.  Greater 
uid  more  magnificent  sueues  are  often  met  with,  but  no 
where  a  more  beautiful  or  a  more  singular  one. 

Prom  Mulliiigor  to  Tullespace,  I  fiiiind  rents  in  general  at 
.  an  acre,  with  much  relet  at  SOn.  vet  all  the  crops,  except 
here,  were  verj  bad,  and  full  of  weeds.  About  the  latter  named 
place,  the  farms  are  gencrallj  from  100  to  300  ai^rc.",  and  their 
course,  1.  Follow.  2.  Bere.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats,  5.  Oats.  Great 
tinantitiea  of  potatoes  all  tiie  way,  crops  from  40  to  SO  barrels. 

The  road  before  it  comes  to  Tullamore  leads  through  a 
port  of  the  bog  of  Allen,  which  seems  here  extensive,  and 
would  make  a  noble  tract  of  meadow.  The  way  the  road 
was  made  over  it  was  simply  to  cut  a  drain  on  each  side, 
I  King's  Co. 
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and  then  lay  on  gravel,  which,  as  fast  aa  it  was  laid  and 
spread,  bore  the  carti :  along  the  edges  is  fine  wliite  clover. 

Part  of  Tallamore  ia  well  built.  I  passed  through  it  to 
Captain  Johnston's  at  Charleville,'  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  the  following  account  of  the  husbandrj  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Farms  aruund  Tullamore  are  comm(inI}i  100  to  300  acres, 
but  some  smaller,  and  some  of  5  or  600.  The  soil  is  gcnerall]r  a 
dfj  sound  grnvelljr  luatn,  lets  fn)iit  lis.  to  IBi.  average  I6«.  five 
miles  every  waj  around.  Average  of  land  let  in  the  whole 
couiitrj  ISs.  excluaire  of  hog.  He  thinks  that  Dne-seventh  iif 
the  county  is  bog  or  mounlain  ;  but  the  tatter  pays  from  1«,  Grf. 
to  3*.      The  course  of  crops : 

1.  Oats  on  lay,  sow  one  barrel  and  a  half,  get  10  to  1j. 


□  1  barrel,  get  4  to  7  barrels. 


.   Fallov 

3.  Wheat,  bow  three-fourths 

4.  Oats. 

1.  Ottta. 

2.  FnUow. 

3.  Wheat. 

4.  Oats. 

5.  Pease. 

I.   I'otatoes  on  grass  with  dung,  or  burn-bating. 

•2.  Bere,  sow  three-fourths  of  a  barrel,  get  12  to  20  barrels. 

3.  Wheat, 

4.  0»ta. 

5.  Fallow. 

Some  I.  pare,  an  burn  for  turneps. 
3.  FoUtoes  at  £6  an  acre  rent. 

3.  Bere. 

4.  Wheat. 

5.  Oats. 

6.  Fallow. 

They  are  exceedingly  lute  in  sowing,  not  finishing  their  wlieu 
juid  bere  till  after  Christmas.  They  sow  rape  on  low  grouixli  b 
the  edge  of  bogs,  upon  jmring  and  burning  for  .feed  j  tliey  ;;e 
1  in  Ireland — this  one  ne> 


*  'fhis  name  is  borne  by  twn  coantry  h 
Tullamore  and  the  other  near  Bray— aa  "..._, 
which  was  M>  named  by  the  first  Karlof  Urrery  in  honour  of  t^harlcs  II. 
Il  was  previoLialy  call«d  Rslbgog^n. 
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13  to  lA  banvbt  an  acre,  worth  from  l'2f.  to  3(U.  >  barrel.    They 
aow  it  on  tlie  groiiud  without  coreriug  after  ploiighmg,  and  the 
rougher  the  land  tbe  better.     Sore   r^e  after  it,  and   then  oats, 
getting  good  cropa  ;   and  lay  it  down  with  grasg  seeda  from  lofts, 
nr  ny  gnus,  or   clover  and   Crcfoilc.      For  turneps  on   I^Uow, 
^^^luugb  sotnetiroes  tliriee,  oftener   twi<^e,  la;  on  no   manure  for 
^^Sbem,  nor  hoe  ibem,  get  very  bad  crops.     If  pare  and  bum 
^^■mj  plough  twice ;  but  a  penalty  h  laid  of  £5  an  acre  for  doing 
^^^L     They   eat   them   with  sheep   both  drawn  and  on  tbe  land, 
^^^ery  little  clover  sown.      Flai   is   sown   very   generally,   from 
pat<Jie8  lip  to  three  or  four  ai'res,  they  Jo  the  whole  of  it  them- 
selves, apinninff  and  weaving.      About  Good   Friday  is  tl>e  time 
of  Mwing;   bnt  later  aown  is  bad,      Tbe  sky  farmers,  (and  often 
die  better  sort)  that  is  the   petty  ones,  let  potato  ground  for  it, 
at  £6  an  acre  to  cottars. 

Great  quantities  of  potatoes  in  the  trenchinp^  way,  and  oil 
die  dung  ia  uaed  for  them.  A  common  way  is,  for  the  fanners 
to  let  them  have  laud  for  nothing,  upon  eondition  of  their 
dunging  it,  which  all  do  that  have  not  land  of  theii'  own ;  if  not, 
they  pay  from  Hi  to  £6  dimged,  or  turnep  land  fed  with  sheep, 
which  they  prefer,  the  potatoes  being  drier  an<l  better.  The 
apple  polBtoe^ia_moiit  esteemed,  because  they  are  great  bearers, 
hut  through  tbe  summer,  and  have  been  kept  tno  years.  Not 
much  time  used,  liaviug  been  tried,  but  has  not  aniwered ; 
limestone  gravel  on  lay  to  be  bmkeu  up,  has  a  very  great  effect. 
The  expence  \0i.  or  I5(.  The  grass  is  chiefly  applied  to 
heifers,  or  store  bullocks  ;  the  lirat  sold  in  small  parcels  at  home, 
the  latter  at  fiallynasloc'  or  Bannagher.*  They  buy  them  in  at  a 
year  or  two  years  old ;  the  fir«t  30*.  to  50*.  the  latter  from  55*. 
(o  JS7<.  Keep  them  a  year  and  four  or  five  months,  or  only  a 
^ear :  in  a  year  they  will  make,  by  tbe  first,  25i.  to  30«.  and  from 
SOi.  to  40«.  by  the  others. 

Wherever  the  land  is  goo<i  enough,  a  few  cows  bought  in  for 
Attening,  in  May,  at  £1  15*.  to  £5  and  »old  with  40*.  a  heail 
profit.     The  poor  people  all  rear  calves. 

Many  sheep  bred ;  the  best  farmers  hree<l  and  sell  them  fat 
in  three  years  old,  wethers  at  Michaelmas,  from  18*.  to  Hn.  if  lu 
spring,  firom  24*.  to  44».     Clip  from  5  to  7  lb.  of  wool. 

'  Balliniutoe,  a  markel-tuwn  in  the  border  oF  cos.  Itooi'oniman  and 
L^Salway,  has  siill  an  imp<irlunt  irattlc-fair  Inaling  tlvp  daya  in  ticiober. 
■     »  Ranagher,  King".*  Co. 


I 


A  TOUR  IN  IRELAND. 

Tlie  tillage  is  done  bj  oxen,  four  in  a  plough,  not  half  an  acre 
a  day,  the  sky  fanners  sometimes  will  put  one  hotee  and  a  c 
ill,     Oxen  are  reckoned  best.    Tliey  cut  no  chaff,  but  winnow  in 
the  field. 

Hire  of  a  bov,  horse  end  car  In.  \d. 

The  Kky  farmer  will  take  40  or  ^0  acres,  with  3  ur  4  cows  and 
a  horse  or  two,  and  £5  6t,  in  their  podcets.  Tythe^  are  com- 
pounded, 5i.  for  winter  com,  3».  for  spring  com,  25t.  1000  aheep. 
Mowing  ground,  5*. 

Land  selb  for  20  years  purchase,  rack  rent  has  fallen  two 
yeara  purchase  in  seven  years,  and  the  rent  has  fallen  from  St.  to 
Sa.  in  the  same  time.  Ni>  tea.  Comity  cess  Bd.  Very  few 
middle  men  left.  Cottages  with  half  an  acre,  let  for  20*.  with 
two  acres,  which  is  common,  40«,  No  emigialions.  Religion, 
lower  classes  all  Roman.  Not  one  cottar  in  nix  has  n  cow  about 
towns;  but  in  the  country,  about  half  of  them  hare.  Mo»>t  of 
Ihem  have  a  pig,  and  much  poultry.  They  are  not  more  thieving 
than  for  a  few  turnips  and  cabbages  for  their  own  use,  nor  that 
to  any  excess.  Many  of  the  poor  ha»e  reclaimed  much  bog,  the 
premiums  of  the  DuWin  Society  hove  induced  them  to  do  it ; 
which  are  now  50ii.  an  acre :  by  gradual  draining,  either  from 
cutting  turf,  or  making  boun<ls,  or  from  drainings  purposely 
done,  they  get  to  peat,  and  bum  it  4  to  6  inches  deeji,  at  20*.  an 
acre,  and  sow  berc,  rye,  or  potatoes ;  the  here  does  Lest,  and 
next  year  another  crop  of  corn  ;  and  then  another  burning,  and 
2  more  crops,  the  potatoes  are  wet,  but  will  do  for  seed,  and 
they  will  escape  the  frost  in  a  bog,  when  they  are  killed  in 
the  high  lands.  They  pay  nothing  for  the  bog,  having  land 
^Ijoinfng. 

They  lay  the  bits  down  to  grass,  sowing  seetls,  but  the  crop 
ia  generally  very  thin  aud  poor,  and  af^r  a  year  or  two,  bum  it 
again ;  sometimes  put  out  a  little  dung  or  gravel  on  the  grsaa, 
and  plant  it  with  potatoes.  Some  hare  put  potatoes  in  upon  ■ 
red  bog,  with  no  other  preparation  than  laying  a  jioor,  sharp, 
sandy  gravel  on  it,  and  got  tolerable  crops. 

Mr.  Jobnilon  has  cultivated  cabbages  for  several  years.  In 
1772  he  had  one  acre,  in  1773,  2^,  and  since  that,  between  1  and 
2  acres  every  year.  The  great  Scotch  sort  which  he  sows  in 
February,  and  plants  out  in  4  feet  rows,  and  18  inches,  from 
plant  to  plant,  the  beginning  of  June.  If  the  plants  are  not  in 
the  ground  then,  the  crop  will  not  be  guud.     rionglis  for  ibem 
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twice,  ami  diiDga  richl}'  in  tbe  (iirrows.  Horae-hoes  tirice  or 
thrice,  aiid  haud-neMli  them  ;  they  come  from  S  to  I21b.,  but 
have  bIwbj's  began  to  bunt  in  September.  Has  uded  them  for 
fattening  eheep,  thnt  would  not  fatten  on  grass ;  also  for  biiUocka, 
which  ihrove  perfectly  well,  likewine  the  leaves  (with  great  care 
in  picking)  to  milch  cuwa,  but  the  butter  tasted.  Finds  that  the 
principal  use  of  them  i%  for  bringing  on  cattle  that  will  not 
finish  at  grass,  and  to  be  used  all  before  Christmas.  Barley  tbat 
baa  been  sown  npon  cabbage  land  which  succeeded  potatoes,  a 
vast  crop.  34  barrels  an  acre.  Tumeps  Mr.  Jobnstdn  haa  hod 
for  these  ten  years,  from  1  to  4  acres,  and  has  always  applied 
then  lo  fattening  sheep,  for  which  purpose  he  finds  them  excel- 
lent ;  and  best  lo  feed  in  the  field,  beouuse  fast  in  tbe  ground  for 
Mtbe  sheep  to  bite  at,  provided  there  is  some  grass  for  theui  lo 


^Ba^  deviated  from  the  common  late  sowing  of  wheat,  putting 
in  tie  beginning  of  September,  and  finds  bis  harvest  so  much 
Mrlier,  that  his  is  in  the  haggard  (reek-yard)  when  others  are 
cutting. 

Hia  tillage  he  {>erforma  with  only  '2  horses.  Mr.  Johnston  is  a 
,t  friend  to  the  Irish  cars  ;  He  carries  10  to  12  ewt.  of  turf, 
Batatnte  kishes  of  hard  stone  turf,  each  horse  10  turns  a  day,  or 
nftinilea,  and  all  done  on  grass  alone. 


CHAPTER  TV. 

}  lord  Shelbumc's  Norfolk  bailiff.— Desn  Coole.— The  prop"i«ed  union 
"llQreMBrilain.—Alhy.—Brownshitl.—Mouni  Juliet,  LoniCarrifk'a 
^  i  on  tbe  Nort.—Kilfaine.— Fanning  in  parlEerahLi^— Sir  W.  Fownea 
H  Woodsluuk.— Scenery.— The  Kiver  Barrow  at  Ross.— The  Whileboys. 

I ULY  6tli  went  to  Rathan,'  where  Lord  Shelburne  has 
_  placed  a.  Norfolk  bailifE,  Mr.  Van  cover,  for  the 
naDagetuent  of  a  farm  lie  took  into  his  own  hands,  who 
brought  with  him  a  plowman,  plough,  harrow  and  tackle. 
The  design  does  honour  to  the  nobleman  who  formed  it ; 
and  Mr.  Vancover  is  not  likel;  to  disappoint  him  ;  ho  is  a 
'  Rahan,  King 'a  Co. 
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sensible,  iutelligent,  active  man,  wlio  went  through  all 
the  manual  part  of  farming  in  a  seven  jears'  appren- 
ticeship to  a.  great  farmer  in  Norfolk.  I  found  him  just 
what  I  could  wish,  disgusted  neither  with  the  country  nor 
the  people,  pleased  and  animated  with  the  prospect  ot 
improvement  before  him,  and  had  no  doubt  of  success. 
He  was  going  on  perfectly  well ;  ploughing  off  the  turf  of 
a  boggy  bottom,  adjoining  to  a  great  bog ;  burning  it  into 
small  heaps,  aud  intending  immediately  to  plough  and  sow 
tumepa,  of  which  he  will  have  12  acres  this  year,  and 
purposes  having  many  more  the  year  after ;  he  haa  cut 
some  very  long  drains  into  the  bog,  designs  attacking  it, 
and  expects  to  make  it  excellent  land,  though  instead  of 
ploughing  it  first  for  burning,  he  must  dig  it[  I  am  clear 
he  will  not  be  disappuiated :  he  has  a  fine  field  to  work 
upon,  for  Lord  Sht-lbume  has  4,000  acres  of  bog  here. 
The  high  parts  of  the  farm  are  a  rough  limestone  land, 
but  very  dry  and  sound,  he  designs  in  winter  grubbing 
the  rubbish,  burning  all  the  atone  into  linie,  and  ploughing 
it  for  turneps  the  following  year.  Let  me  observe  that 
this  is  the  right  conduct  of  rough  land,  which  should 
always  be  brought  iuto  turnips  first,  and  not  fallowed  for 
wheat,  as  all  the  Irish  improvers  do,  who  follow  their 
wheat  with  so  mauy  crops  of  spring  com,  that  their  soil  is 
presently  exhausted.  If  turneps  are  had,  dung  is  gained, 
and  the  land  in  order,  which  paves  the  way  to  everytliing 
olse.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  this  under- 
taking of  Lord  Shelbume's.  An  opening  is  made  by  it 
to  a  now  field  in  husbandry,  which  I  forsee  may  prove 
of  infinite  consequence  to  the  kingdom  in  general.  Mr. 
Yancover  being  acquainted  with  several  modes  of  improve- 
ment in  England  aud  perfectly  versed  in  the  Norfolk 
husbandry,  is  placed  with  great  judgment  where  be  can 
exert  both.  Perhaps  I  was  the  better  pleased  with  this 
improvemeut  from  l>eiug  instrumental  in  procuring  his 
lordship  the  person  who  is  executing  it.  Near  this  place 
is  a  farm  of  150  acres,  and  1,500  bog,  to  be  let  on  a  lease 
°  r  ever,  at  .£130  a  year. 

Went  from  Rathaa'  to  the  Glebe,  a  lodge  belonging  to 
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Dean  Coote,'  and  from  thence  to  Shaen  Ctutle,  near  Mount- 
Mellick,  hie  residence  ;  passed  near  large  tracts  of  moun- 
tain, waete  and  bog ;  and  not  far  from  a  ^reat  rdUge  of  the 
bog  of  Allen.  Saw  but  little  good  cora ;  they  were 
burning  some  boggy  bottoms  in  order  to  fallow  for  bere ; 
but  it  ahould  bo  for  turneps. 

Far  tbc  fullowing  parttctilni's  I  am  iudebtetl  to  tile  obliging 
atteDtion  of  the  Dean.  About  Shaen  Cajitle  tanus  of  40  or 
30  M-ren  are  very  common,  some  few  rise  to  3  or  400.  The  soil 
h  either  HmeHtone,  limestono  gravel,  or  moor :  lets  at  13n  nu  aere 
on  a  medium. 


The  Couri 


^■b  ai 
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1.  Fallow.      2.  Wheat,  bow  I  barrel,  ])ii 
sow  I  barrel,  and  get  5  to  10. 

1.   Fallow.      2.   Wheat.     H.  Oats,  sow  2  barrets,  get  S  to  15. 

Also,  1.  They  bum  moors  for  tumcps  :  no  hoeing,  draw  cheiii 
for  sheep.  2,  Barley  or  bere,  sow  1  barrel  of  here,  get  8  to  18. 
Sow  of  barley  1  barrel,  get  at  much  barley  »a  bere.  3.  Oats. 
4.  Oats ;  after  which  they  leave  it  to  graze  itself.  Also  ou 
moory  lands,  rape  or  rye  instead  of,  or  after  turneps. 

Flax  is  sown  by  all  poor  people  and  little  farmers  for  tbeir 

PotatoeH  are  so  mui:li  plautcd  that  all  the  dung  of  the  t'Oiuitiy 
ipplied  to  them ;  some  few  plant  them  with  tbe  plough,  but 
it  does  not  well,  unless  the  land  i.s  suiiuiier  fallowed:  tbe  chief 
culture  is  in  the  gardens  of  the  cabbins,  tor  they  hire  no  land 
of  the  farmers  for  jwtatoes.  No  sheep  folding.  Limestone 
gravel  is  much  n«ed  for  tillage  land,  and  tlic  benefit  fouud  great 
fer  six  or  seven  crops. 

The  grass  is  applied  to  fattening,  dairying,  aud  sheep.      Dairies 
from  30  to  40  cows  ai'e  cummuu  here  ;  they  keep  them  in  their 
lauds.     An  acre  and  a  half  of  middling  grass  for  a  cow. 
make  butter,  but  none  if  the  cheese  is  good.     1^  cwt. 
che«se  is  a  good  produce  per  cow,  price  from  25  to  SOt. 
with  £1    Is.  for  the   calf,  at  5  or  6  weeks  old:   rear 

The  fattenbg  system  ia  to  buy  in  at  £3  to  £6  in  April, 
Uay,  and  June,  and  sell  out  with  SOt.  or  i%t,  profit,  quite  to 

'  Charles  Coole,  Dean  of  Kilfi-nom.  1764-96. 
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CbriBtmBB.  Flockn  of  Bbeep  rise  to  J  or  600;  the  profit  lamb 
Kt  St.  to  9(.,  and  the  etre's  wool  4  lb.  In  the  winter  ttiejr  are  on 
the  wmlkB,  unless  in  frost  and  snow,  when  they  get  some  hay  or 
lumeps.  Wool  Ifls.  to  17«.  a  stone,  but  within  15  jearti  was 
IDii.  6il.  It  JB  bought  up  b/  combers,  who  keep  spinners  in  the 
country  to  ^in  it  into  yarn,  which  is  sold  to  facCorH  for  foreign 
marketB.  They  are  much  troubled  with  the  rot  upon  the  nKxm, 
and  a  wet  seaaou  wOl  rot  them  eien  on  limestone  lanii.  Plough 
mostly  with  horses,  using  4,  oflen  for  the  second  time  of  fallow- 
ing 6  :  they  do  |  of  an  acre ;  4  bullocks,  which  gentlemen  and 
good  farmers  use,  will  do  5,  price  7j.  an  acre.  For  winter  com 
they  throw  the  lands  narrow,  and  arched  up ;  no  shovelling 
furrows,  but  strike  them  with  the  plough.  Keeping  a  borse 
£3  Sa.  a  year,  and  a  working  bullock  40<.  Break  their  fallows 
from  November  to  February.  Hire  of  a  horse,  boy,  and  car 
from  U.  It;,  to  1^.  ill. 

[n  hiring  and  Blocking  farms  £3  an  acre  they  reckon 
necessary. 

Land  sells  at  20  years  purchase;  has  fallen  in  S  or  6  years 
S«.  to  61.  an  acre,  in  general  5.  Tythes  are  compounded  for, 
wheat  7^.,  here  6i>.,  barley  5i.,  oats  3<t.  Gd,,  mowmg  ground  Ss., 
pease  '2a.  Gd.  No  tea  In  the  cabbins,  nor  yet  a  bellyAd  of 
potatoes.  They  have  an  acre  of  land  and  a  cottage  for  £1  t*. 
to  £  I  lOi.,  and  about  j  of  that  in  potatoes,  they  buy  when  they 
have  not  of  their  own,  both  oaW,  meal,  or  potatoes ;  a  barrel 
of  potatoes  will  last  a  man,  bis  wife,  and  four  children  a  week  ; 
one  barrel  of  oats  wiU  yield  I  cwt.  of  oatmeal,  which  sells  at 
Hi.  6d.  to  10*.,  and  will  in  utir-iAout  last  them  a  week,  that  is 
the  same  time  as  a  barrel  of  potatoes.  They  in  general  keep  a 
cow  at  £1  1*.  to  ,£1  10*.  but  they  must  buy  12».  or  14*.  of  hay 
fbr  ber.     They  also  keep  a  pig  on  offal. 

Stealing  is  very  common  ;  they  take  every  thing  they  ean  lay 
their  hands  on,  yet  are  not  so  poor  here  as  in  Clare  and  Tip- 
perary.  Corn  all  carried  to  Dublin  for  the  premium,  that  on  the 
malt  and  flour  pays  all  the  e:tpences,  but  not  the  wheat. 
Population  evidently  increases.  No  emigrations.  Religion  of 
the  lower  classes  all  Catholic.      A  poor  man's  firing  149.  or  ISi, 

Expence  of  building  a  cabbin  £3  3s.,  of  stone  and  slate  £20,, 
all  to  a  farm  of  SO  acres  of  stoue  and  slate  £300. 

n  with  6reat 
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In  conversation  upon  the  subject  of  a 
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Bribun,'  I  was  iitformed  that  nothing  was  bo  unpopular  in 
Ireland  as  euch  an  idea  ;  and  that  the  great  objection  to  it 
was  increasing  the  number  of  abaenteea.  When  it  was  in 
station,  20  peers  and  60  commoners  were  talked  of  to  eit 
in  the  British  Parliament,  which  would  be  the  resident  of 
80  of  the  best  estates  in  Ireland.  Qoing  every  year  to 
England  would,  by  degrees,  make  them  residents ;  they 
woold  educate  their  children  there,  and  in  time  become 
mere  abseoteea ;  becoming  bo  they  would  be  unpopular, 
others  would  be  elected,  who,  treading  in  the  same  steps, 
would  yield  the  place  still  to  others ;  and  thus,  by  degrees, 
a  vast  portion  of  the  kingdom  now  resident  would  be  made 
absentees;  which  would,  they  think,  be  so  great  a  drain  to 
Ireland,  that  a  free  trade  would  nut  repay  it. 

I  think  the  idea  is  erroneous,  were  it  only  for  one  cir- 
cumstance; — the  kingdom  would  lose,  according  to  this 
reasoning,  an  idle  race  of  country  gentlemen,  and,  in 
exchange,  their  ports  would  fill  with  ships  and  commerce, 
and  all  the  consequences  of  commerce  i  an  exchange  that 
ne'er  yet  proved  disadvantageous  to  any  country. 

The  Dean's  improvemenls  of  bog  ground  are  extensive;  he 
drained  very  completely,  uixl  then  plougLed  or  dug  it  tor  burning, 
npon  which  sowed  meslin,  which  succeeded  very  well,  yielding 
13  barrels  au  acre.  Then  oau  ploitgbed  fur,  a.ad  got  10  bitrreU ; 
and  sowed  hay  ieeih,  ray  grass  (eoliiim  perenne)  and  tlorer 
ifrifolium  praieiisr)  ;  before  the  improvement  b^on,  it  was  not 
worth  \s.  Gd.  an  acre,  but  made  it  14«, 

Another  part  ol  the  bog  was  levelled  and  burnt,  the  aahes 
spread,  and  turnep  seed  harrowed  in,  did  very  well,  fed  pigs  with 
them  ;  after  which,  rubbish,  clay,  and  limestoue  gravel  spread  on 
it,  1,000  load  an  acre,  or  ids,  an  acre,  and  grass  seeds  aiiwn, 
which  made  it  worth  £1  I*,  an  acre.  Tumeps,  Dean  Coote  has 
had  these  20  years,  both  in  the  drill  and  hroad-cast,  aiid  found 
the  drill  method  much  the  best,  but  owing,  I  apprehend,  tu  the 
hoeing  of  the  broad-cast  not  being  well  performed.  Had  them 
always  for  feeding  sheep,  and  found  the  eating  equal  to  a  coat  of 
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He  folded  bie  sheep  for  two  yearn,  but  could  noi  bn^  liu 
people  to  continue  it  without  too  much  trouble. 

I^me  he  bu  tried  much  on  the  limestone  ground,  but  did  ooC 
find  it  answer  ftt  bII. 

Woidd  recommctid  in  tbe  impruvcment  of  bogs,  to  bc^po 
with  one  great  drain  round  the  intended  improvement,  12  feet 
wide  at  top,  ciit  to  the  gntrel,  and  4  feet  wide  at  bottom  ;  then 
to  cut  crotji  drsina  into  that,  which  also  ought  to  go  down  to  the 
gruTel :  leave  it  for  a  year,  if  it  is  bad  ;  then  turn  it  up  with 
the  spade  or  plough,  burn  it,  and  sow  turnepH  or  rape,  and  do  it 
again  the  same  next  year,  with  a  second  burning,  after  which  oats 
may  be  had,  and  laid  down  to  grass,  which  ivill  be  good,  but  much 
better  if  gravelled.  Dean  Coote  has  received  from  the  Dublin 
Society  several  gold  medals  for  the  improvement  of  bog,  culture 
of  tumeps,  etc. 

Jnlv  8,  left  Shaen  Castle  and  took  the  road  towards 
Athy';  breakfaeted  with  Dean  Walsh,  at  General  Walsh's, 
in  that  gentlcman'e  absence. 

The  General  is  a  considerable  farmer,  and  a  yet  greater 
improver;  he  has  built  12  new  farm  houses,  also  30 
cabbins  that  have  90  cows,  and  each  2  to  4  acres,  at  20«. 
an  acre. 

He  has  tried  potatoes  with  the  plow,  instead  of  the  trench- 
ing way,  he  manured  2  acres  of  stroo^  l&nd  with  400  load  of 
dung,  which  be  ploughed  in,  and  then  dibbled  the  .-^ets  in,  IS  inches 
sqnare,  he  band-hoed  them  twice,  and  got  171)  liorreln  per  acre. 
The  common  crops  do  not  eiceuil  90  barrels. 

He  baa  generally  T  or  8  acres  of  turue|ii>,  and  2  or  3  of 
cabbages,  with  whidi  he  feeds  both  cattle  and  sheep,  and  with 
great  success.  He  practices  tillage  principally  to  bring  his  latid 
into  order,  and  throws  it  into  the  following  course. 

1.   Fallow.     2.   Wheat.      3.   (lover  or  trefoile.  2  years. 

When  be  sows  barley  on  potntne  land,  be  gets  20  barreU  an 
acre.  One  article  in  the  management  of  his  estate  cannot  be  too 
much  praised  :  wherever  he  lets  a  farm  that  has  only  a  common 
ordinary  cabbin  on  it,  he  obliges  tho  new  tenant  to  build  ■ 
good  house  of  stune  and  slate,  allowing  him  confliderably  towards 
the  ezpenco.     The  common  course  of  crops  here  is — 
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FbBow.      2.  Wheat,   yielding   from  7  to  9  baiTel;".      3. 
flhrley,  15  barreU.     4.   Oftts,  \S  to  20.      5.   Left  for  grasn. 

The  poor  here  have  all  of  them  potatoes,  si  far  as  their  dung 
will  go  :  when  they  hire  grass  land  to  plant  them  on,  the  act^oiint 
of  an  aiTe  is  as  follows  ; 


10  harr«l9  of  seed,  at  So.  41/ 
Planting,  cii'ting,  etc.  .  . 
Seciind  trenching .  .  .  . 
Weeding  .....> 
Taking  up.  40  men  a  day  ai 
Rent 


"J'he  average  crop  80  banels,  which  is  2j(.  2iI,  a  barrel  prime 
coat. 

They  hft»e  them  the  year  round  in  plenty  ;  they  ore  cheaper 
than  oatmeal,  and  they  like  them  better.  They  sow  very  little 
Am,  and  aomc  none  at  all.  Many  of  them  are  maalcr  of  n  car 
aoll  horse,  with  which  they  work  for  hire  ;   also  one  or  two  pigs, 

"  much  poultry  by  means  of  their  potatoes. 

Leaving  General  WaUh'«,  paNseil  u  fine  wood  on  the  right. 
See  muc^h  good  wheat  and  here  to  Athy.  Going 
through  that  town  the  road  leads  on  the  bunks  of  the  river 
Barrow,  which  winds  throngh  the  vale  to  tlie  right ;  the  verdure 
beautiful,  and  the  country  pleasant.  Pass  over  much  light  dry 
mndy  gravelly  Ifiam,  m  fine  tumcp  land  aa  I  ever  saw,  bnt  not 
one  ndtivated  in  the  country.  It  is  this  soil  all  the  way  from 
Athy  10  Carlow  ;   lets  Irnm   llii.  to  201,  an  acre.      The  courses 


—ami  I 
Krithi 


^ 


I.  Fallow.     2.   Wheat,  yielding  S  or  6  barrels. 

Also,  I.  Fallow.  2,  Wheat.  3.  Oats,  and  grass  seeds,  or 
left  to  turf  itself,  they  use  lime  with  success  ;  they  liave  gravel, 
bnt  that  does  best  for  strong  lands,  and  this  upon  land  fonned 
finr  30  barrels  an  acre  of  barley  after  tumeps.  These  people 
by  the  Norfolk  huabaudry  would  make  a  crown  where  they  now 

Called  on  Mr.  Vicars  at   Ballynakill,  a  con^ideralile  grazier, 
rho  farms  near  2,000  acres  in  diHerenI  counties.     Ilis  husbandry 
chiefly  of  feeding  sheep  tmd  bullocks :  one  sheep  system 
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ia  tn  keep  ewu  for  breeding,  the  sale  being  3  je>r  old  wethers, 
Rome  of  the  oldest  ewen,  and  tbe  wnol.  The  wetbera  sell  from 
20t.  to  2%t.  each,  and  the  quantit;  of  wool  2^  to  a  stone  (tbe  Btone 
of  wool  ID  Ireland  16  lb.).  Another  syHtem  is  to  buy  tu  ewei 
in  autumn,  and  to  sell  the  Iambi  fat,  and  then  the  ewea.  Grai- 
ing,  in  this  country,  coiieiat*  in  buying  bullocks  in  October,  at 
£5  or  £S  each ;  give  them  some  hay  in  bad  weather,  and  sell 
thpm  fat,  with  40*.  to  SOs  prolit.  Cows  are  bought  in  in  May, 
and  wild  fat  from  harvest  l-o  autumn.  Many  dairies  not  let  to 
taUnureni,  but  kept  for  making  butter ;  a  cow  will  make  I  cwt. 
Kt  £2  10».  and  tbe  calf  4*.  Tbe  cabbinB  let  here  at  20>.  each, 
and  30(.  they  pay  for  the  pasturage  of  a  cow,  which  they  all 
keep. 

The  account  of  potatoes  ia  ; 

£    >.    d. 

Rent 5O0 

S  Barrels  of  need,  4t.  6rj 1   IG     0 

Hutting  in S  10    0 

Taking  up 1   10    0 

10   IG     0 

The  average  crop  60  barrela,  prime  coat  therefore  3».  6rf. 
Averse  rent  of  the  whole  county  of  Carlow,  IS». 

Passed  on  to  Mr.  Browne  at  Brownsbill,  who  has  built  a  very 
good  and  convenient  house,  in  an  open  situation,  commanding  an 
cxteneive  prospect;  gained  here  several  articles  of  information 
relative  to  the  same  neighbourhood  as  Mr.  Vicar  is  in.  They 
plough  chieAy  with  oxen,  four  in  a  plough,  but  do  not  half  an 
acre  a  day,  which  is  a  quantity  four  borsea  will  do  easily. 

Tillage  in  very  much  increased  here,  and  almost  intirely  owing 
to  the  inland  premiums  ;  tbe  people  also  increase  much.  Tytbes 
are,  Wheat  St.  Bere  4t.  Barley  3(.  Oats  2t.  Sd.  Mowing  ground 
3(.  and  of  sheep  in  kind. 

Throughout  the  county  of  Carlow  the  hiring  tenant  ia  in  general 
the  occnpier,  esci»pt  in  small  pieces. 

In  front  of  Mr.  Browne's  bouse  is  a  mountain,  which  I  remarked 
waa  cultivated  very  high  up  the  sides  ;  and  upon  enquiry  found 
that  it  was  done  by  cottars,  who  pay  the  high  rent  of  lOi.  an  acre 
in  order  to  improve:  they  pare  it  with  a  plough,  and  buru  the 
',  lime  and  fidlow  it  for  wheat,  of  which  they  get  six  barrelii 

r  acre ;  after  which  they  sow  oats,  and  get  10  barrels,  laying 
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a  with  grus  seeds.    Some  the]'  reclaim  with  poUtoca.    Much 

tet,  go  tliat  tUej  are  forced  to  draiu  it  with 

Mr.  Browne  kcepa  800  ahecji,  which  conaiat  of  200  ewes ;   100 

"  to,  2  years  old  ;   100  ditto,  3  jcars  old.  wethera ;  200  ditto  one 

t  old,  ditto  hoggits;  200  Lambs.      And  he  sells  every  yeac 


3S0 


^Ppmoi 
^      J. 


Tn  the  wiiiler  thej-  eat,  of  hay,  23  ton. 

Heard  of  a  very  spirited  farmer  at  Carlow,  a  Miv  Iliimiltoii, 
on  whom  [  sbniild  have  called,  but  was  told  that  he  vim  absent. 
He  has  gone  so  much  into  tlie  turnep  husbandry  us  to  have  100 
acres  tn  a  year,  and  S  or  10  acres  of  cabbages ;  aowa  them  much 
on  pared  and  burnt  land;  keeps  by  their  means  a  vdst  stock  of 
cattle;  stall-feeda  many  bullocks,  buying  straw  for  litter  in  order 
make  dung ;  besides  which  he  buys  all  the  dung  lie  can,  and 
bums  much  lime,  taking  in  short  every  means  to  keep  his  lands 
[ood  heart.  Such  an  example  ought  to  be  powerful 
creating  imitators,  but  I  could  not  find  it  had  any  such  effect 
ing  the  common  fsrmcni. 

July  Sth,  left  Bruwnshill,  and  taking  the  road  to  Laughlin- 
bridge,'  called  on  Mr.  James  Butler  at  Baliybar,  a  very  active 
and  intelligent  farmer  upon  a  considerable  scale.  He  has  gene- 
ndly  4  or  3  acres  of  cabbages,  which  he  uses  for  his  fat  wethers 
of  four  years  old ;  the  produce  of  them  he  finds  greater,  and  the 
sheep  ton  like  them  better  than  tumeps.  He  has  sometimes  20 
acres  of  tarnepa,  and  hoes  them  all.  This  year  none. — It  ia  a 
sign  the  cultivation  is  not  well  understood  in  a  country,  when  a 
man  has  one  year  20  acres,  and  another  none.  A  principal  part 
of  the  advantage  of  the  consumption  is  lost,  if  the  cattle  system 
i<  not  regularly  arrangad  with  an  eye  to  the  turnep  crop. 

Mr.  Butler  buys  every  year  40  year-old  beasts,  at  from  30*. 
"Ijt.  Keeps  them  till  three  years  and  an  half  old,  and  then 
them  fat.  Also  20  bullocks,  at  £5  which  be  sells  fat  at  £8. 
cows  he  bays  in  May,  from  £3  tn  £3  10).  each.  The  profit 
a  head.  The  best  grass  he  has  will  carry  a  bullock  nu  acre. 
'  Leigh  tin  bridge,  cu.  Carlow. 
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Ills  sbeep  Bystcm  is  to  buy  tfaree-year-old  wetbera  in  October.  a.t 
2Si.  each,  which  be  begins  to  sell  in  the  spring,  and  through  the 
stiinnier,  at  34j.      In  the  winter  they  have  hay. 

His  improved  course  of  crops  is : 

I,  Tumepp,  or  cabbngca.      2,  Barley,  yielding  20  barrels   an 
acre.     3.  Clover,  and  upon  that  grnsfieH  anerwarih  to  lay  down. 
The  coiiTMS  general  are  : 

1.  Fallow.  1.  Folakies. 

2.  Wheat  7}  bwrels  an  acre.       2.  Wheal. 

X,  Baiiej.  3.  Barley, 14  barrels  an  acre. 

4.  UaU.  4.  0>u,  12  ditto. 

5.  Fallow,  and  then  aa  above. 

Their  lands  let  at  30«.  an  acre,  being  a  very  good  Btony  loam. 
Mast  in  this  neighbourhood  were  grazing  one^,  carrying  bullocks 
and  sheep;  but  since  the  premiums  on  land-carriage  com,  they 
have  been  broken  up,  and  are  now  as  I  to  20.  The  number  of 
sheep  particularly  is  so  much  lessened,  that  only  four  persons, 
Mr.  Bunbury,  tbc  two  Mr.  Bernards',  and  Mr.  Keef,  had,  20 
years  ago,  more  sheep  among  them  than  there  are  now  in  the 
whole  county. 

Having  taken  a  short  walk  with  Mr.  tSutler,  passed  on  to 
Cspttu'n  Mercer's  mill  at  Laughliu-bridgc.  1  had  been  told  that 
this  was  one  of  the  most  considerable  mills  in  Ireland  ;  and  bad 
a  letter  of  recommendation  Co  Mr.  Mercer,  which  through  care- 
lessness  1  ba<l  lost.  1  did  not  care,  however,  to  pass  without 
seeing  the  mill ;  drove  down  to  it,  and  was  in  the  aukward  situa- 
tion of  explaining  my.self  to  be  a  traveller — what  I  wantwl — from 
whence  1  came~and  so  forth  :  hut  the  good-nature  and  polite- 
ness of  Mr.  Mercer  presently  dissipated  the  disngreeableniMis  of 
those  first  explanatory  moments.  He  shewed  me  the  mill,  and 
explained  every  thing  with  tbc  utmost  civility.  It  is  a  very  large 
and  convenient  one;  grinds  15,000  barrels  a  year,  and,  if  there 
was  a  brisker  demand,  could  do  yet  more. 

I  found  the  same  necessity  of  kiln-drying  here  as  at  Slaine 
mill,  and  made  the  same  observation  that  the  wheat  was  none  of 
it  of  a  fine  bright  colour,  like  what  is  common  in  England. 

The  farmers  also  dress  their  corn  in  so  slovenly  a  manner,  thai 
there  ia  the  same  necessity  of  dressing  it  over  again,  for  which 
very  powerful  machines  are  contrived.  The  whole  is  very  well 
calculated  for  saving  labour  in  every  operation,  and  only  eight 
bands  arc  employed.    After  the  mill  was  built,  Mr.  Mercer  ma<]e 
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Miy  iilterRtioua  of  his  own.  to  render  it  more  simple  •nd  effec- 
:,  which  have  fully  nnewereil  hia  expectations.  The  barrel  of 
bran  here  h  4  Htone,  and  selU  tor  Ail.  Mr.  Mercer  btut  tried 
(ceding  cattle  with  it,  but  could  never  make  more  than  Sri.  hj  it : 
has  also  fattened  hogs  with  it,  but  in  no  use  will  it  pay  more 
than  6d. 

Nothing  interesting  from  beace  to  Kilfaine.'  1  saw  some  very 

good  crops  of  wheat,  but  the  coantry  in  bleak,  and  wants  worn) 

mach.      Reached  Oervas  Parker  Bushe'g,  Esq. ;  st  that  place  in 

^ti>e  evening,  who  received  me  with  a  politeness  equalled  only  by 

Hfae  value  of  bis  intelligence, 

r  July  lOtb,  accompanied  Mr.  Buahe  in  a  ride  through 
the  neighbourhood,  to  view  tho  country,  which  is  a  great 
com  one.  Called  at  Heveral  farms,  and  made  enquiries 
into  the  culture,  &c. 

Viewed  Mount  Juliet,  Lord  Carrick'a  seat,  which  ie 
iKautifulIy  situated  on  a.  fine  declivity  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nore,  commanding  some  extensive  plantations  that  spread 
■  iver  the  hills,  which  rise  in  a  various  manner  on  the  other 
side  the  river :  a  knole  of  lawn  rises  among  them,  with 
artificial  ruios  upon  it,  but  the  situation  is  not  in  unison 
trith  the  idea  of  a  ruin,  very  rarely  placed  to  effect,  unless 
in  retired  and  melancholy  spots. 

The  river  is  a  very  fine  one,  and  has  a  good  accompany- 
ment  of  well-grown  wood.  From  tbe  cottage  a  more  varied 
scene  is  viewed,  cbearful  and  pleasing ;  and  from  the  tent, 
in  the  farther  plantation,  a  yet  gayer  one,  vrhich  looks 
down  on  several  bends  of  the  river. 

It  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  take  more  pains  that  I 
should  be  well  informed  of  every  particular  concerning 

p^uebandry,  than  Mr.  Bushe;  the  following  particulars  T 

Upwe  to  his  most  ample  intelligence. 

H  About  Kilfaine,  farms  rise  gcuerally  {rota  100  to  200  acrci;, 
^inoDg  inany  very  small  ones,  but  scarcely  any  no  high  a»  400 ; 
the  soil  a  dry  sound  gravelly  lunio,  with  many  stoneii,  much  in- 
clinable to  sand.    As  fine  tiiraep-land  as  any  in  the  world  ;  as  to 
rent,  there  are  three-fifths  of  it  good  land,  at  W'.  an  acre  ;  one- 
and  fit  for  pa^^ture,  ISt,  and  auotliei 
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'  Co.  Kilkenny. 
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laud  of  little  value:  the  first  nothing;  the  other  5i.  average  3i. 
and  (general  average  1^. 

The  oourees  of  crops  are, 

1.  FolloiT,  2.  Wheat,  bow  1  barrel,  and  get  on  an  aTerage  6. 
3.  Barley,  the  orop  10  barrels.      4.  Oats,  the  crop  8  ditto,  or 

1.  Follow.      1.  Fallow. 

2.  Wheat.  2.  Wheat,  which  surprised  me  much,  for  it  ia 
|.  -1.  Oats.  very  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  successive  crops. 
[      1.  Potati)e».  )      1.  Potatoes 

•2.  Wheat.  2.  Bere  crop,  10  barrelfl. 

3.  Barley.  8.  Barley, 

4.  Oats.'  4.  Gale. 

They  plough  three  or  four  times  for  wheat,  sow  from  the  end 
of  September  to  the  middle  of  November.  The  first  ploughing 
ii  mit  till  May  or  June,  and  sometimes,  as  I  have  seen,  not  till 
July.  They  never  sow  barley  till  April,  and  often  May,  Pease 
they  only  sow  on  land  which  they  think  is  not  in  heart  for  oats, 
and  the  crops  miserable,  as  may  be  supjwsed.  They  sonielimes 
bum  low  rushy  bottoms,  and  sow  rape  on  then,  but  not  often. 

No  such  things  as  tumcps  among  the  common  farmers,  though 
they  have  an  excellent  tumep-aoil.  Mr.  Busbe  has  some  every 
year,  with  which  he  fcede  his  sheep. 

No  clover.  Mr.  Bushe  has  had  it  for  some  time,  and  found 
the  greatest  advantage  from  it.  A  little  llax  for  their  own  use. 
Potatoes  very  generally  cultivated,  and  take  all  the  dung  of  the 
farm ;  and  the  poor,  who  raise  what  dung  they  can,  have  land  of 
the  farmers  gratis,  if  tUcy  manure  it  well,  iu  order  to  plant  po- 
tatoes, which  here  is  the  must  general  culture  of  that  root.    The 


Dunging  340  l»ad      .....         .£10 

12  barrels  of  se«l.  at  3(1 1  le 

Planting  with  a  |iloiigh 0  16 

Weeding 0     4 

Taking  ap 0    8 


Plough  ihem  in,  and  then  trench  the  furrows.  Crop  40  barrels. 
1'he  best  sort  are  the  yellow  potatoe,  also  the  Wite  for  produce. 
The  Turk,  which  is  the  English  Howard,  they  plant  on  poor  land. 
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^B&d  never  bestow  any  dung  od  it,  yet  get  groat  cropg ;  but  it  is 
H|&  rery  bad  sort.  The;  are  beginning  to  cultivate  the  mouDtaiiu ; 
the  inclosures  creep  up  the  sides  gradiiallj ;  thej  pkj  2*.  to  4i. 
KD  acre,  but  improve  to  be  worth  St.  or  lOi.  They  do  it  with 
UmeBtone  gravel,  or  begin  with  potatoes,  and  dung;  the  gravel 
they  carry  2  miles  to  3.  Lime  is  a  commnn  manure ;  they  lay  80 
barreU  an  acre :  it  does  belt  on  light  land,  and  gravel  on  stooy. 
They  bum  it  themselves.  One  barrel  of  culm,  at  3i.  bums  5 
barrels  of  lime ;  16  miles  from  the  cnal-pits.  Quarrying  and 
.-  burning  3(^.  a  barrel.  Drawing  stone  to  the  kiln  \d.  or  l^i^.  ditto. 
ae  gravel  is  a  very  general  manure,  and  the  benefit  pro- 
They  have  some  they  call  limestone  sand,  which  is  a 
md-Btone  that  breaks  very  easily.  They  lay  200  to  300  loadf, 
r  7  cwt.  each,  an  acre.  Four  horses  will  draw  120  load  a 
Bday,  each  load  l|  barrel,  and  the  distance  40  perch  :  this  is  180 
ftlburels,  or  720  bushels,  which  is  24  loads,  at  3D  busheU  each; 
]  which,  I  believe,  is  more  thon  four  horses  usually  perform  in 
England,  and  is  a  proof  that  giving  every  horse  his  own  work 
expedites  it.  Raising  and  screening  the  sand  from  large  stone, 
l|ij-  a  car  load.  It  will  last  in  strong  heart  several  years,  and 
be  perceived  15.  As  to  laying  land  to  grass,  they  in  general  do 
It  only  by  leaving  the  soil  to  cover  itself  with  the  rubbish  that 
iappens  to  come. 
Grass  land  for  meadow  is  very  valuable.  About  the  town  of 
Ikenny,  £3  to  £5  an  acre ;  and  at  a  distance  there  is  a  custom 
of  the  little  tillage- farmers  hiring  the  crop  of  hay  of  a  gentleman 
BT  farmer,  and  giving  him,  merely  for  the  hay,  £3  to  £o  an  acre, 
J  taking  all  the  expences  upon  thcouielveB,  and  not  having  the 
kfter-graas.  Dairies  common  on  the  hills  on  coarse  grass,  at  10(. 
w  12«.  an  acre.  A  good  cow  will  give  three  gallons  and  an  half 
if  milk  a  day.  As  they  sell  all  the  butter-milk,  they  have  little 
3  of  keeping  hogs,  on  account  of  dairies.  In  winter,  the 
oows  that  give  milk  have  hay ;  the  others  straw ;  all  run  abroad. 
JFew  grazing  farmg,  but  in  the  barony  of  Cranagh  there  arc  some. 
Talue  of  a  cow's  hide  IB),  to  18*.  per  cwt.  Sheep  are  kept  in 
:imall  parcels ;  they  sell  store-wethers  two  and  three  years  old, 
*t  16j.  to  20«.  in  Jime  or  July.  Wool  about  3  to  a  stone.  The 
price  of  wool  16*.  but  20  years  ago,  12*.  No  such  thing  as  fold- 
bg.  The;  plough  generally  with  4  horses,  and  do  above  j  an 
!  a  day,  laying  their  lands  on  6  foot  ridges.  They  give 
ir  hotsea  oats.     No  cutting  straw  into  chaff,  and  lose  all  that 
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of  the  crops.  Hire  of  a  car,  a  horse,  and  a  driver,  1j.  4d.  In 
hiring  and  Htocking  a  farm,  they  reckon  a  year's  rent  neceMary; 
if  they  have  leas,  they  never  know  whether  they  are  to  sink  or 

I^ud  sells  at  21  yearn  purchase ;  nut  tjnite  bd  well  as  it  did 
S  nr  G  years  ^o  ;  the  rents  fallen  since  March  ms,  a  seveDth. 
County  cese  not  a  shilling  nn  acre.  Tythea  compounded  gene- 
rally, wheat  8».,  here  7fl.,  barley  7s,,  oala  4*.,  mowing  ground  4»., 
pease  4s.  No  manufactory  of  consequence,  but  blankets  are 
tnade  at  Kilkenny.  Tlie  leaseii  are  all  for  21  or  31  years,  as  the 
whole  country  is  Roman  Catholic.  Much  land  is  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  under-tenants,  who  hire  of  middle-men,  but  generally 
under  old  leases  ;  when  laml  was  at  its  heiglith,  many  hired  alsu 
on  speculation,  but  the  fall  of  lands  has  put  a  great  stop  to  it. 
A  cabbin  and  an  acre  lets  at  £3  3«.  and  if  more  land  40;i.  or  43'. 
an  acre,  the  cottars  have  many  of  them  a  cow,  and  some  two, 
and  a  pig  and  some  poultry.  In  respect  to  their  condition,  they 
have  their  bellyful  of  potatoes,  and  their  children  eat  them  nil 
day  long ;  all  cattle  lay  with  them  in  the  cabbing.  Scarcity  of 
fuel  is  the  worst  circumstance.  All  the  lower  classes  arc 
Roman  Catholics.  No  emigrations.  The  general  state  of  tho 
poor  will  appear  from  the  following  account  of  Mr.  Busbc's  Hay- 
makers; he  was  obliging  enough  to  make  them  all  appear  iii 
array,  and  answer  to  the  questions  I  pat  W  them.  The  followini; 
are  the  particulars  they  gave  me. 


No.  of 
eai'h  cabbin. 


Cows.     Horses.    Hogs. 


Carried  fwd,     S2 


Six-and-a-half  aouls  per  tabliin,  are  a  population  one  would 
not  imagine  could  be  resident  tn  8uch  mean  habitations ; 
but  they  swarm  with  children  to  the  eye  of  the  moat 
.•inattentive  observer.  They  have  a  practice  here  which 
; much  deserves  attention:  three,  four,  five,  seven,  etc., 
little  fanners,  will  take  a  large  farm  in  partnership.  They 
muBt  be  equal  in  horses,  coni^,  and  sheep,  and  tolerably  so 
in  other  circumstances  ;  they  divide  every  field  amon^; 
themselves  equally,  and  do  all  the  labour  of  it  upon  their 
separate  accounts ;  assisting  each  other  mutually :  they 
aerer  throw  the  whole  into  oue  stock  and  divide  the  profit, 
from  suspicions,  I  suppose,  they  have  of  one  another. 

Implkhekts. 

Acnrfl  10..  (I  bimrded  one  f 2  2j.  A  plough  £1  S.«. 
of  harrows  15i.  Builifing  o  labourer's  cabbin  in  (he 
tnantier,  £5.  Ditto,  of  stone  oiid  eUte.  £30.  For  a  farm  com- 
^te  of  SO  ic.ves,  of  stone  aiitl  slate,  £100,  to  add  SO  acres  more 
JESO  more.      Poor');  firing  i:i  10«.  but  hedges  much  broken. 

Mr.  Bushe  is  very  attentive  in  the  culture  of  his  domain ;  lie 
pute  his  potatoes  in  with  tlie  jilougli,  and  finds  they  answer  nineli 
betl«r  than  the  common  maimer,  making  them  and  tumeps  the 
^ireparatiou  for  barlejr,  with  vtliich  he  sows  clover,  and  upon 
that  wheat ;  this  is  the  Norfolk  husbandry,  and  there  cannot  be 
better.  It  should  be  cxtendpd  over  all  the  arable  land  wherever 
it  is  practised.      He  has  this  year  n  very  fine  crop  of  wheat  cowii 
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upon  one  earth  on  an  old  lay,  and  no  damage  from  the  lod- 
wonu.  In  iLc  spring  he  confines  hit  cuttle  to  the  farmjard  for 
making  dung,  and  mixes  it  in  eomposts  iritfa  ^and  and  time. 
He  iiBB  an  ceconomical  practice  which  deserres  attention.  It  is 
the  stew-hole  in  his  kitchen  being  a  peqietiial  lime-kiln.  It  ia 
a  fire  kept  night  and  day  at  less  than  no  expence,  for  the  linie 
more  than  pajs  the  culm.  It  U  not  at  all  unwholesome,  and  tbc- 
fire  for  culinar)'  purposes  ia  excellent. 

July  11,  left  Kilfaine:  Mr.  Bushe  accoinpanied  lue  to 
Woodatock.  the  seat  of  Sir  W.  Fownee,  iiVom  Tliomae- 
town  hither  ia  the  finest  ride  I  have  yet  had  in  Ireland. 
The  road  leaving  Thomaetown  leads  on  the  east  aide  of 
the  river,  through  Gome  beautiful  copse  woods,  which, 
before  they  were  cut,  must  have  had  a  most  noble  effect, 
with  the  river  Nore  winding  at  the  bottom  ;  the  country 
then  opens  aumewbat,  and  you  pass  most  of  the  way  for 
6  or  7  miles  to  Imiiateague,'  on  a  declivity  shelving  down 
to  the  river,  which  takes  a  varied  winding  course,  some- 
times lively,  breaking  over  a  rocky  bottom,  at  others  still 
and  deep  under  the  gloom  of  some  fine  woods,  which  hang 
down  the  sides  of  steep  hills.  Narrow  slips  of  meadow  of 
a  beautiful  verdure  in  some  plates  form  the  shore,  and 
unite  with  cultivated  fields  that  spread  over  the  adjoining 
hills,  reaching  almost  the  mountain  tops  :  these  are  large 
and  bold,  and  give  in  general  to  the  scenes  features  of 
great  magnificence.  Passed  Sir  John  Hasler's,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  finely  situated,  and  Mr.  Nichol- 
son's farm  on  this  side,  who  has  very  extensive  copses, 
which  line  the  river.  Coming  in  sight  of  Sir  W.  Fownes'a, 
the  scenery  is  striking,  the  road  mounts  the  side  of  the 
hill,  and  commands  the  river  at  the  bottom  of  the  declivity, 
with  groups  of  trees  prettily  scattered  about,  and  the  little 
borough  of  Inneateague  in  a  most  picturesque  situation, 
the  whole  bounded  by  mountains.  Cross  the  bridge,  and, 
going  through  the  town,  take  a  path  that  leads  to  a  small 
building  in  the  woods,  called  Mount  Sandford  ;  it  is  at  the 
top  of  a  rocky  declivity  almost  perpendicular,  but  with 
brushwood  growing  from  the  rocks.  At  the  bottom  is  the 
river,  which  comes  from  the  right  from  behind  a  very  bold 
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g  wood,  that  Bcems  to  luiite  with  the  hill  on  the 

Mite  shore  :  at  this  paae  the  river  fills  the  vale,  but  it 

iridena  bj  degrees,  and  presents  various  reaches,  inter- 
mixed with  little  tufts  of  trees,  the  bridge  we  passed  over 
ia  half  hid.  Innisteague  is  miied  with  them,  and  its 
buildings  backed  by  a  larger  wood,  give  variety  to  the 
scene.  Opposite  to  the  point  of  view  there  are  some  pretty 
indoeures,  fringed  with  wood,  and  a  line  of  cultivated 
mountain  sides,  with  their  bare  tops  limit  the  whole. 

liking  my  leave  of  Mr.  Bushe,  I  followed  the  road  to 
Bofls.'  Passed  Woodstock,  of  wliich  there  is  a  very  fine 
TJew  from  the  top  of  one  of  the  hills,  the  house  in  the 
centre  of  a.  sloping  wood  of  500  English  acres,  and  hanging 
in  one  noble  shade  to  the  river,  which  flows  at  the  bottom 
of  a  winding  glen.  From  the  same  bill  in  front  it  is  seen 
in  a  winding  course  for  many  miles  through  a  great  extent 
of  incloBures,  bounded  by  mountains.  As  I  advanced,  the 
views  of  the  river  Nore  were  very  tine,  till  I  came  to  JLoae, 
•where  from  the  bill,  before  you  go  down  to  the  ferry,  is  a 
noble  scene  of  the  Barrow ;  a  vast  river  flowing  thro' 
bold  shores,  in  some  places  trees  on  the  bank  half  obscure 
■it,  in  others  it  opens  in  large  reaches,  the  effect  equally 
grand  and  beautiful.  Ships  sailing  up  to  the  town,  which 
is  built  on  the  side  of  a  hill  to  the  water's  edge,  enliven 
the  scene  not  a  little.  The  water  is  very  deep  and  the 
navigation  secure,  so  that  ships  of  700  tons  may  come  up 
to  the  town  ;  but  these  noble  harbours,  ou  the  coast  of 
Ireland,  are  only  melancholy  capabilities  of  commerce :  it 
is  languid  and  trifling.  There  are  only  four  or  live  brigs 
and  sloops  that  belong  to  the  place. 

Having  now  passed  through  a  considerable  extent  of 
(^untry.  in  which  the  White  Boys  were  very  common,  and 
committed  many  outrages,  I  shall  here  review  the  intelli- 
gence I  received  concerning  them  throughout  the  county 
of  Kilkenny.  I  made  many  enquiries  into  the  origin  of 
those  disturhances.  and  found  that  no  such  thing  as  a 
Leveller,  or  White  Boy,  was  heard  of  till  1760,  which  was 
long  afti3r  the  landing  of  Thurot,  or  the  intended  expedi- 
tion of  M.  Conflans.     That  no  foreign  coin  was  ever  seen 
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among  them,  though  reports  to  the  contrary  were  circu- 
lated ;  and  in  all  the  evidence  that  was  taken  during  ten 
or  twelve  years,  in  which  time  there  appeared  a  variety  of 
iaformers,  none  was  ever  takeu,  whose  testimony  could  be 
relied  on,  that  ever  proved  any  foreign  interposition. 
Those  very  few,  who  attempted  to  faronr  it,  were  o£  the 
most  infamous  and  perjured  characters.  All  the  rest, 
whose  interest  it  was  to  make  the  discovery,  if  they  had 
known  it,  and  who  concealed  nothing  else,  pretended  to  a» 
such  knowledge.  No  foreign  money  apjieared,  no  arms 
of  foreign  construction  no  presumptive  proof  whatever 
of  such  a  connection.  They  began  in  Tipperary,  and 
were  owing  to  some  inelosures  o£  commons,  which  they 
threw  down,  levelling  the  ditches ;  and  were  first  known 
by  the  name  of  Levellers.  After  that  they  begun  with 
the  tythe-proctors,  (who  are  men  that  hire  tythes  of  the 
rectors)  and  these  proctors  either  screwed  the  cottars  up  to 
the  utmost  shilling,  or  relet  the  tythes  to  such  as  did  it. 
It  was  a  common  practice  with  them  to  go  in  parties  about' 
the  country,  swearing  many  to  be  true  to  them,  and  forcing 
them  to  join,  by  menaces,  which  they  very  often  carried 
into  execution.  At  last  they  set  up  to  be  general  redres- 
sers  of  grievances— punished  all  obnoxious  persons  who 
advanced  the  value  of  lauds,  or  hired  fai-ms  over  their 
heads,  and  having  takeu  the  administration  of  justice  into 
their  own  hands,  were  not  vei^-  exact  in  the  distribution  of 
it.  Forced  masters  to  release  their  apprentices,  carried 
off  the  daughters  of  rich  farmers,  ravished  them  into 
manii^s,  of  which  four  instances  happened  in  a  fort- 
night. Thej"  levied  sums  of  money  on  the  middling  and 
lower  farmers,  in  order  to  support  their  cause,  by  paying 
attorneys,  etc.,  in  defending  prosecutions  against  them; 
and  many  of  them  subsisted  for  some  years  without  work, 
supported  by  these  contributions.  Sometimes  they  com- 
Diitted  several  considerable  robberies,  breaking  into  housea 
and  taking  the  money,  under  pretence  of  redressing 
grievances.  In  the  course  of  these  outrages,  they  burnt 
several  houses,  and  destroyed  the  whole  substance  of  men 
obnoxious  to  them.  The  barbarities  they  committed  were 
shocking.  One  of  their  usual  punishments  (and  by  uo 
means  the  most  severe)  was  taking  people  out  of  their 
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beds,  caTrying  them  naked  in  winter,  on  horae-bock,  for 
some  (listaucc.  and  btiryiiig  tbem  up  to  their  chin  in  a. 
hole  filled  with  briars,  not  forgettijij;  to  cut  off  one  of  their 
ears.  In  this  manner  the  evil  existed  fur  eight  or  ten 
years,  during  which  time  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  took 
some  measures  to  quell  them.  Many  of  the  magistratei) 
were  active  in  apprehending  them ;  but  the  want  of 
eTidence  prevented  puaishmentB ;  for  many  of  those  who 
even  suffered  by  them,  had  not  spirit  to  prosecute.  The 
gentlemen  of  the  country  had  frequent  expeditions  to  dia- 
corer  them  in  arms  ;  but  their  intelligence  was  so  uncom- 
monly good  by  their  influence  over  the  common  people, 
that  not  one  party  that  ever  went  out  in  quest  of  them 
was  successful.  Qovernment  offered  large  rewards  for 
informations,  which  brought  a  few  every  year  to  the 
gallows,  without  any  radical  cure  for  the  evil.  The  reason 
why  it  was  not  more  effective  was.  the  necessity  of  any 
person  that  gave  evidence  against  them,  quitting  their 
houses  and  country,  or  remaining  exposed  to  their  resent- 
ment. At  last  their  violence  arose  to  a  beigbth  which 
brought  on  their  suppression.  The  Popish  inhabitants  of 
Ballyragget,  six  miles  from  Kilkenny,  were  the  first  of  the 
lower  people  who  dared  openly  to  associate  against  them  ; 
they  threatened  destruction  to  the  town,  gave  notice  that 
they  would  attack  it,  were  as  good  as  their  word,  came 
200  strong,  drew  up  before  a  house  in  which  were  16 
armed  men,  and  fired  in  at  the  windows:  the  15  men 
handled  their  arms  so  well,  that  in  a  few  rounds  they 
killed  40  or  50.  They  fled  immediately,  and  ever  aft«r 
left  Ballyraj^t  in  peace — indeed  they  have  never  been 
resisted  at  all  without  showing  a,  great  want  of  both  spirit 
and  discipline.  It  should,  however,  be  observed,  that  they 
had  but  very  few  arms,  those  in  1  lad  order,  and  no  cartridges. 
Soon  after  this  they  attacked  the  house  of  Mr.  Power,  in 
Tipperary,  the  history  of  which  is  well  known.  His 
murder  spirited  up  the  gentlemen  to  exert  themselves  in 
suppressing  the  evil,  especially  in  raising  subscriptions  to 
give  private  rewards  to  whoever  would  give  evidence  or 
information  concerning  them.  The  private  distribution 
had  much  more  effect  than  lai^er  sums  which  required  a 
public   declaration :    and   government   giving  rewards  to 
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those  who  reaistcd  them,  without  having  previously  pro- 
miaed  it,  had  likewise  some  effect.  Laws  were  passed 
for  pmushing  all  who  assembled,  and  (what  ma^  have  a 
great  effect)  for  recompensiog,  at  the  expense  of  the 
county  or  barony,  all  persons  who  suffered  hy  their  out- 
rages. In  consequence  of  this  general  exertion  about 
twenty  were  capitally  convicted,  and  most  of  them  eie- 
cuted ;  and  the  gaols  of  this  and  the  three  neighbouring 
counties,  Carlow.  Tipperary,  and  Queen's -county,  have 
many  in  them,  whose  trials  are  put  off  till  next  assizes. 
and  against  whom  sufBcient  evidence  for  conviction,  it  ia 
supposed,  will  appear.  Since  this  all  has  been  quiet,  and 
no  outrages  have  been  committed :  but  before  I  quit  the 
subject,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  what  coincided  very 
much  to  abate  the  evil,  was  the  fall  in  the  price  of  lands, 
which  has  taken  place  lately.  This  is  considerable,  and 
has  much  lessened  the  evil  of  hiring  farms  over  the  heads 
of  one  another  ;  perhaps  also  the  tjthe-proctors  have  nol 
been  quite  so  severe  in  their  extortions :  but  this  observa- 
tion is  by  no  means  general ;  for  in  many  places  tythea 
yet  continue  to  be  levied,  with  all  those  cir  cum  stances  . 
which  originally  raised  the  evil.'  , 


CHAPTER  V. 

Woxford. — A  Sbxod  population.— Quakers. — An  industrious  race.^ 
Lord  Courtown. — More  about  thn  Whileboya. — Gen.  Cunningham  at 
Mounl  Kenni'ily. — Stenery  at  Dram. — I'uweracourt. — The  Lirgle. — 
Ketuni  to  Dublin. 

T^ROM  Ross  took  the  road  towards  Wexford,  and  found 
^  upon  enquiry  that  I  was  got  into  quite  a  different 
country  from  wliat  I  had  left,  the  soil  not  near  so  high  let,  for 
several  miles  it  is  from  5s.  to  15i.  and  ia  in  general  dry 
sound  land.  This  soil,  so  excellent  in  the  turnep-culture, 
never  lets  at  its  real  value  in  unimproved  countries  ;  it  is 
the  introduction  of  tumepa  alone  that  ascertains  that  value. 
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In  8  or  9  mile*  1  foiind  some  rising  Ui  2Dx.  TLc  course:  1. 
Fallow.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Oats.  -1.  Barley.  S.  Oats.  6.  Barlej-, 
7.  Oats.  With  such  mansgenient,  no  wonder  the  aoil  is  low 
rented.  There  is  a  great  quBDlity  of  rough  land  overrun  with 
furze  (h/ct  earopaiu).  They  bum  them  here,  and  I  remarked 
oiicommon  quaiilitieB  of  bog-woiid  at  the  doors  of  the  i^bbins: 
yet  their  tiirf-jTromids  are  rather  boggy  bottoms  than  hogs. 

Laid  at  Tajihmon.'  at  as  good  ati  ino  aa  the  appearance  of 
the  place  <»uld  allow  of,  though  I  was  told  it  was  very  good. 
There  was  a  bed  on  which  I  reated  in  my  cloatha,  but  the 
stable  had  neither  ^!u^k  nor  manger.  I  should  have  gone  on 
to  Wexford,  but  found  that  Mr.  Nerille,  member  for  that 
town,  to  whom  1  had  a  letter  of  recommendation  in  order  to 
procure  intelligence  concerning  the  baronies  of  Bargy  and 
Forth,  was  in  England ;  I  therefore  determined  to  turn  off 
here,  and  make  a  circuit  through  them  to  get  to  Wexford. 
The  landlord  seemed  to  know  something  of  the  countrj'. 
1  asked  him  what  gentlemen  were  in  it  that  took  any 
pleasure  in  husbandry  ;  he  named  several,  and  from  his 
at-counts  I  determined  a  call  on  Mr.  Nun,  at  St.  Margaret's. 

July  12th,  sallied  from  my  inn,  which  would  have  made 
ft  very  passable  castle  of  enchantment  in  the  eyes  of  Don 
Quixote,  in  search  of  adventures  in  these  noted  baronies, 
of  which  I  had  beard  so  much.  They  were  completely 
peopled  by  Strongbow ; '  and  from  having  retained  a  sort  of 

'  Oi.  Wexford. 

'  SiniiKhow  It  xaid  to  have  bruught  ovvr  Eo  Irvland  some  900  men 
from  the  S»xon  dilimy  in  the  rouniy  of  Pembroke.  Later  a  niimbw  of 
CmmweJl's  suldiore  Killed  in  the  baruny  of  Barey,  The  trutli,  bow- 
ever,  aboDt  the  popalation  of  this  district  is  that  subsEantially  it  is 
an  old  Seandinaiiaii  colony.  Writing  in  1847.  Mr.  T.  V..  Foal«r  savi  : 
■'  Till  rectnlly  a  mixed  old  Saxon  and  Welnti  langua)^  was  spolien 
Ytere..  ...  At  this  day  it  i«  difficult  to  see  any  marked  dilference  be- 
tween the  appearance  uf  the  country  or  thu  people  and  England  or  its 
population.  There  are  the  sama  cleonlineu  and  order  ami  neatness. 
Great  industry  tniils  among  a  peaceable  and  well-disposed  people.  The 
slocks  in  their  Btuk-yardi  are  trim  and  neat,  unrl  not  as  ihoUKh  tumbled 
ibere  by  a  wbiriwind,  an  you  see  them  in  the  wesl.  Tlie  boater  are 
clean  swppt  and  whitewashed ;  the  pig  is  where  it  ought  lo  be,  in  ita 
ityitt  the  yard;  and  comfort  and  conlpntmeni,  the  rewards  of  in- 
*  ',  are  everywhere  seen."  There  are  other  testimonies  lo  the  seme 
But  ii  ia  not  ahogether  a  <|iieslion  of  race;  in  these  bariinies 
baa  long  been  a  fisity  of  tenure  unknown  elsewbere  in  Ireland. 
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SaJion  language  jieculiar  to  themBelveH,  vrithout  any  o£ 
them  UDderataudingthelrieh,  in  all  probability  the  country 
was  at  that  time  uniofaabited  or  deeolated.  I  had  been 
told  that  they  were  infinitely  more  industrious  and  better 
farmers  than  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland,  and  this  account 
was  confirmed  to  me  by  several  common  Irish  fanners  I 
met  with  upon  the  road, 

It  was  not  long  before  I  was  in  the  bsronj  of  Bargie,  and  X 
was  mufh  surprised  to  see  no  great  appcttrance  of  any  thing 
better  than  common,  lu  one  respect,  I  remarked  the  vilest 
huBbaodry,  which  was  exhausting  the  land  by  Euccesaive  com 
crojis,  and  then  tearing  it  to  cover  itself  witii  weeds,  anil  graaa 
by  degrees :  for  it  ia  to  be  observed,  that  I  have  not  seen,  in 
Wexford,  anj  of  that  fine  land  I  have  mentioned  so  utlen,  wbich, 
if  thrown  by  in  this  manner,  is  almost  immediatelj  covered  with 
white  clover.  Land,  I  fountl,  let,  five  or  six  miles  from  Taghmon, 
from  10s.  to  SOi.  an  acre ;  they  have  no  fallow,  but  sow  oats  and 
barley,  and  beans  and  pease,  (wbich  they  call  black  com)  in 
Boccession  for  many  years,  and  without  any  such  practice  as 
hoeiug.  And  though  the  land  is  light,  dry  and  sound,  not  a 
tnmep  is  sown;  so  that,  in  21  miles,  I  saw  not  a  single  fallow 
for  them.'  Sowing  beans  and  pease  is,  however,  common,  and 
they  have  farther  a  notion  that  doinff  so  refreshes  the  land.  I 
saw  no  beans  in  Ireland  till  I  came  here.  Thej  told  me  their 
crops  were:  Barley  and  oats  6  to  12  baiTels.  Beans  8  to  10 
barrels.  They  use  both  marie  and  lime  ;  of  the  foi-mer  they  lay 
400  cor  loads  per  acre,  and  it  IdhIh  12  crops.  Much  of  their 
wheat  is  sown  on  lays,  marled  and  dunged,  and  the  crops 
Tery  good.  Potatoes  not  the  food  of  the  people  the  year  through, 
.M_in  other  parts  of  Ireluid  :  they  live  on  them  only  in  l' 
winter,  and  have  oatmeal  the  rest  of  the  year.  Barley  is  t 
crop  that  sncceeds  tliem. 

Advancing  farther  I  had  &esli  accounts.— Wheat  they  sow 
lays,  with  only  one  ploughing,  and  get  from  7  to  10  barrels 
acre;  and  i>f  oats  and  barley  on  ^-ood  land  sometimes  so  high 
IS  to  17  barrels.  They  lime  much,  and  usually  take  but  four 
five  crops  of  corn  running,  upon  whiub  tbey  seemed  to  pride 
themselves  much,  as  being  good  farmers.  Farms  in  Itargie 
generally  from  40  to  100  acres. 

Here  I  understoiid  there  was  a  part  of  the  barony  of 
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Sh«Imal  iubabiu^d  by  Quakers,  rich  ineu  aad  good  fanners. 
A  farmer  I  talhed  to  said  of  them ; — the  QuakeTs  be  very 
CMMftiny,  anil  Ike  Jeiril  a  bad  litre  of  land  irill  they  hire. 
EVom  this  account  I  wished  for  u  ret-omiiiendatioii  to  one 
of  these  sagacious  friends.  I  observed  ail  the  way  I  went, 
that  the  cabbins  were  generally  much  better  than  any  I 
had  seen  in  Irehuid :  large  ones,  with  two  or  three  rooms, 
iu  good  order  and  rejMiir,  all  with  windows  and  chimnies 
and  little  styes,  for  their  pigs  and  cuttle.  As  well  built  as 
England. 

EiiteriDg  Forth  I  did  not  perceive  any  diRerence,  but  the  hdiI 
reildinh  good  loam  without  »itunes,      I  went  to  St.  Margaret'n 
iii  introduced  myself  to  Colonel  Nun,  who  gave  me  the  follow- 
ing  particulars,  with  th«   asKintanve  of  a  neighbouring  farmer. 
Barouy  of  Forth  and  Bargie  fanne  generally  20  to  80  acres;   but 
many  of  them  hired  in  partnership,  an<l  when  the  children  marry 
aie  aiibdivided  into  smaller  portions.     Rent  of  the  two  barouies 
on  na  average  a  guiuea.      The  courses  ; 
F 

I 

^^1  1.  Fallow  and  marlc.      2.  \\  beat.     9,  Barley.     4.  Oata. 

^H  5.  Barley.     6.  Clover,  &e. 

^|Por  wheat  they  plough  but  once  on  the  lay,  harrow  in  the  seed 
aiid  shovel  the  furrows ;  sow  in  October  oue-half  to  three-fourths 
of  a  barrel :  name  use  spring  wheat  snwu  in  iklarch.  The  crop 
generally  is  10  to  20  barrels.  For  barley,  which  is  their  principal 
crop,  they  plough  twice  ;  now  one  barrel  and  an  batf,  get  10  to 
15  barrels  an  acre.  For  oats  they  i)longh  but  onee,  sow  one 
bnrrel  and  an  half,  and  get  lOor  12  barrels  an  acre  For  pease 
or  lieaui  they  plough  but  once,  «o  many  beans  on  a  lay  on  one 
ploughing,  one  barrel  and  an  half  per  acre ;  chopping  and  dress- 
ing the  clods  fine,  get  5  to  20  barrels  an  acre,  and  sow  barley  nflier 
it.  No  tnrneps  among  the  common  farmers,  though  much  of 
their  land  is  fine  dry  and  sound,  but  some  is  very  wet. 

Flax  enoDgb  for  their  own  u«e.     Potatoes  they  have  of  late 
began  to  put  in  with  the  plough,  but  in  common  they  are  in  llie 


1.  Potatoes. 

1.  Summer  fallow. 

"^  1.  Beam  on  lay. 

a.  FUi  or  barley. 

3.   Barley. 

a.  Barley, 

a.  Leave  it  for  a  aod, 

3.   Beans. 

3.  (tats. 

hnlmnst»ow  clover 

4.   IJatt. 

1.  Barley. 

nudgraasea 

S.   GrSHWS. 

5.  CI0.M  or  irefoile, 
for  2,  3,  or  i  years. 
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trenching  way.  Their  crops  arc  ver^  good.  Harle  h  verj  muck 
u»ftd :  it  i*  a  blue  iort  Tbej-  Uj-  large  iiiiaiitities  on  the  sod, 
let  it  lie  a  year  or  two,  before  tbe;  plough  it  ap,  which  thcT  find 
better  than  ploughing  it  directly.  The/  marie  the  same  land 
vden;   thej  drain  odIj  with  open  cuts,  no  holloir  ones  done. 

Cattle  verj-  little  attended  to :  only  a  cow  or  two  for  the  use 
of  their  (kmilies,  and  a  fen  sheep;  but  tliey  keep  a  great  many 
pigB.  Ail  that  live  near  the  sea.  turn  their  pigs  to  the  shore  for 
fifth,  seB'Wccd,  i^c.  Manure  with  sea-weed,  which  they  lay  on 
for  barley ;  some  fresh  from  the  sea,  others  lay  it  in  heaps  to  rot, 
and  many  reckon  it  best  fresh.  Ploughing  all  with  horses,  foor 
in  a  plough ;  lay  their  lands  ronnd  to  shoot  off  the  water.  In 
plougbin;  grass  for  corn,  they  leave  one-third  of  every  ridge 
unplougbeil  in  the  middle,  but  covered  up  with  the  furrows,  in 
order  for  tilling  the  year  following,  and  think  they  get  the  best 
crops  there.     Kxccrable  I 

Land  sella  from  32  to  2S  years  purchase  ;  nor  have  rents  fallen 
at  all,  rather  the  contrary.  County  cess  8d.  an  acre.  Tythes 
either  gathered  or  appnused  every  year.  Leases  generally  three 
lives,  or  31  years.  Carry  their  com  to  Weiford.  The  people 
increase  prodigioufly.  Rent  of  a  cabbiu  and  an  acre  £3, 
generally  have  a  cow  and  ])ig»,  and  jilenty  of  poultry.  Religion 
generally  Caiholio.  Many  lads  go  to  Kewftnindland  in  May,  and 
come  home  in  October,  and  bring  from  £15  to  £34,  pay  £8 
passage  out,  and  £1  lOj.  home.  Poor's  firing,  sod,  furze,  and 
fern,  coats  very  scarce.  Building  a  cottage  £S  to  £7,  to  a  farm 
of  30  acres  £130. 

The  people  arc  uncomiuonly  industrioua,  and  u  most 
quiet  nu'e — in  L5  or  20  years  tbere  is  no  such  thing  a 
robbery.  Tlic  little  farmers  live  very  comfortably  and 
bappitr,  and  many  of  them  worth  several  hundred  pounds. 
They  are  exceedinglr  attentive  in  petting  mould  out  of  the 
X  a.  little  dung  with  it,  and  spread 
''*  "a  their  land. 

Farticulabs  of  a  Farm  : 

'.6  oowa,  4  to  eat'h  partner.     20  horses,  5  each. 

"0  awine.     Stock  worth  .£300.     Families 

n  by  old  accounts  has  had  90  crops  of 

low  or  graes,  in  succeasion.  but  they  manure 

vd  and  sea-sand  ererv  vear.     Thev  are  alvavs 
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1  the  watch  for  sea-weed ;  and  when  the  tide  conies  in. 
f  it  is  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  thev  go  out  with  theii' 
,  and  get  all  they  can.  Some  of  the  fields  are  so 
Mvered  with  great  stone  roots,  that  one  would  think  it 
wssihie  to  plough  them,  hut  they  manage  it  by  attentioD. 
rhey  all  speak  a  broken  Saxon  language,  and  not  one  in 
BO  hundred  knows  any  thing  of  Irish.  They  are  evidently 
ft  distinct  people ;  and  I  could  not  but  remark  their  features 
and  cast  of  countenance  varied  very  much  from  the  common 
native  Irish.  The  girls  and  women  are  handsomer,  having- 
much  better  features  and  complexions.  Indeed  the  women, 
among  the  lower  classes  iu  general  in  Ireland,  are  as  ugly 
&B  the  women  of  fashion  are  handsome.  Their  industry, 
as  I  have  mentioned  in  several  particulars,  ia  superior  to 
their  neighbours  ;  and  their  better  living  and  habitatione 
are  also  distinctions  not  to  be  forgotten.  The  poor  have 
all  barley-bread  and  pork,  herrings.  &c.  and  potatoes.  On 
the  coast  a  considerable  fishery  of  herrings :  every  creek 
has  four  or  five  boats — none  barreled  by  the  people,  but 
the  merchants  of  Wexford  barrel  them  for  the  West  Indies, 

From  St.  Mai^aret's  I  took  the  road  to  Wexford,  the 
whole  way  through  the  barony  of  Forth.  I  saw  nothing 
but  straw  hats  for  men  as  well  as  women,  and  found  after- 
irards  that  they  were  worn  through  the  whole  county,  and 
fliey  give  a  comic  appearance  to  evetr  gronp  one  meets. 
Laid  at  the  KJog's  Arms  at  Weiford,  a  very  clean  and 
good  inn.  There  are  H  or  15  small  ships  l>elonging  to 
this  port,  but  a  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  prevents 
large  ones  from  coming  in, 

July  I3th,  Croiised  tbe  harbour  iu  a  ferry-boat,  ia  order  lo 
Uke  the  lower  road  to  Gowry.'  Pa^aed  over  iiiiich  sandy  land  by 
the  sea  wde,  covered  with  fem ;  large  tracts  of  it,  and  divided 
into  indosures,  as  if  it  had  been  cultivated.  Near  tbe  town  I 
observed  some  heapsof  sea-weed  rotting  formanure.  At  thoGOth 
mile-ittane  large  aandy  tracts,  covered  with  furze  and  feru.      As 

ifitable  land  for  improvement  ae  any  1  have  Accii ;  Icta  for  6t. 

7t.  SD  ftci-e,  but  there  is  much  otiier  bind  at  IS.i. 

tit  courae  here  is  ;    I.  Oats,  7  or  S  barrels.      2.  Barley,  6 
3.   Oats.      4,    Karlcy.      5.    Clover   and  rye-grasi  3  to  R 


'   Gorey,  I 


.  Weiford, 
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jeara.     Towards   Wells,'  am!    fi'om   tbence   to   Gowry,  Imid    h 
liighef,  mucb  of  it  at  30^.  and  aomc  i]i}:hcr  titill. 

Got  to  Lord  Courtown'a,  who,  witi  an  attentioa  highly 
flattering,  took  every  ineatiB  to  have  me  well  informed, 
His  seat  at  Courtown  ie  a  very  agreeable  plaee,  and  in  some 
respects  a  very  siug^ular  one;  for  the  house  is  within  600 
yards  of  the  sea,  and  yet  it  is  almost  buried  in  fine  woods, 
which  from  their  growth  and  folia^ce  shew  no  aversion  to 
their  neighbour,  who  is  so  often  pernicious  to  all  their 
brethren.  His  views  of  the  sea  are  fine,  every  where 
broken  by  wood,  or  hilly  varied  ground.  All  his  environs 
consist  of  undulating  lands,  which  give  a  pleasing  variety 
to  the  scene ;  a  river  enters  his  garden,  and  pursuing  for 
some  distance  a  sequestered  course,  shaded  on  one  side  by 
a,  rocky  bank  well  wooded,  and  on  the  other  by  lofty  trees, 
with  a  very  agreeable  walk  under  them,  pours  itself  into 
the  sea  at  a  small  distanee  from  the  house. 

Lord  Courtown  is  a  very  good  fanner.  The  first  field  of 
tiimeps  I  saw  in  Ireland  was  here,  and  he  was  thinning 
and  weeding  them  with  boys,  in  order  to  hoe  them  with  the 
more  effect,  the  land  in  order,  well  dunged,  and  the  plants 
forward  and  flonrisbiug.  He  generally  has  7  or  8  acres, 
feeds  his  cattle  with  them  in  a  farm-yard,  well  littered  with 
fern  and  straw,  and  hows  barley  after,  getting  very  fine 
erops.  His  sandy  lands  by  the  coast  he  marks  richly,  and 
with  such  effect  that  Ins  crops  are  very  great.  The  finest 
wheat  I  have  seen  yet  in  Ireland  was  on  this  sand..  Some 
of  his  Lordship's  fields  are  wet  from  a  stratum  of  clay; 
these  he  throws  into  lauds  gently  arched,  lays  them  down 
BO,  and  finds  them  sound  enough  for  winter-feeding  with- 
out poaching,  whereas  wheu  fiat,  they  are  quite  kneaded 
if  any  cattle  go  into  them.  On  this  clay  soil  he  finds  the 
best  manure  is  sea-sand  and  shingle  from  the  beat^h. 

July  14,  Sunday — to  church,  and  was  surprised  to  find 
a  large  congregation :  this  is  not  often  the  ca.sc  iu  Ireland 
out  of  a  mass-houae. — Gallop  ou  the  strand  ;  it  ia  a  fine 
firm  beautiful  sand  for  miles.  The  paddies  were  swim- 
ming their  horses  in  the  sea  to  cure  the  mauge,  or  keep 
them  in  health. 

'  WelU  Hoiiso,  ™.  Wexford. 
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The  following  i>articularH  of  the  Imsbandry  of  the  oeigh- 
bourhood  his  Lordahip's  brother  gave  me. 

At  CourtowD,  antl  around  Gowry,  farmfl  in  general  small :  but 
from  40  or  50  to  2  or  3,000  acres,  yet  200  acres  are  a  large  ODe, 
bat  verf  many  gmall  of  30  to  JO.  I'be  toil  is  a  skirting  of  sand 
kgainat  tlie  sea,  the  rcflt  is  gravel  and  gravelly  loam  :  also  a  thui 
stratum  of  loam  on  a  yellow  very  miserable  claj,  12  incheH 
thick,  and  under  it  universally  a  fine  blue  inarle  of  great  depth. 
RentB  rise  from  10^.  to  30i.  overage  \5t,  to  20s.  and  of  the  whole 
country  \5i.  A  (rood  deal  of  mountain,  wliieh  in  its  wild  state 
doea  not  let  for  more  than  3(.  Tlie  little  farmers  improve  it 
much  hy  fallow  anil  lime,  which  they  bring  from  Carlow,  25 
miles.  When  improved,  it  is  worth  16*.  an  acre,  and  tliey  pay 
that  for  it  at  the  expiration  of  the  leaHe.  ^ 

Their  courses  arc:  I.  Potatoes.  2,  Barley,  yielding  10  or 
12  barrels.  3.  Oats,  the  produce  10  or  12:  and  then  more 
cmpi  of  OAts,  or  barley  and  oats,  till  the  soil  ts  cxbauRtcd,  when 
leave  it  to  turf  itself,  vbich  it  will  not  do  under  10  or  15 
Also,  1.  Summer  fallow.  2.  Wheat,  7  barrels;  and 
sjiring  corn  crops,  till  the  land  is  exhausted.  No  pease  or 
n  sown.  Not  a  tumep  in  the  country  among  coiDcaon 
fkrmers.  thoogh  the  linest  saudg  and  grounds  imaginable  for 
them  :  nor  clover.  A  little  flax  is  sown,  generally  after  pota- 
toes, and  the  culture  of  it  increases  gradually. 

Potatoes  in  general  put  in  in  the  eommon  manner ;  hut  I 
heard  of  one  or  two  farmers,  who  on  dry  ground  plant  them 
nith  the  plough :  always  dung  or  ])are  and  burn ;  no  hiring  of 
land  for  them,  only  in  their  own  gardens  and  little  fields ;  they 
do  not  often  raise  more  than  enough  for  half  a  year,  buying  for 
the  olher  half.  It  if  not  n  sbcep  country,  and  no  such  thing  as 
folding  known. 

TfinM-is  not  uned,  exiiept  in  the  mountains,  from  Carlow  :  hut 
inarle  is  very  general,  a  good  blue  sort,  which  they  spread  amply 
on  the  sod,  aud  plough  it  fur  wheat.  The  good  formers  take 
three  crop!  upon  it,  hut  the  little  ones  will  take  8  or  10,  as  long 
U  the  land  will  yield  anything.  The  deeper  they  dig  the  marie, 
the  better  it  is.  They  dairy  much  here,  some  having  20  cows 
for  butter  chiefly.  It  has  been  n  common  idea,  that  one  good 
cow  will  nuke  I  cwt.  uf  butter  at  42(.  and  I  cwt.  of  cheese  25t. 
her  calf.  They  all  keep  many  pigs,  and  the  more  upon 
int  of  their  dairies.      Some  calves   are  fattened  for  Dublin 


_   cmpi  ' 
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market,  ooe  will  suck  two  cons,  and  be  north  £4  at  3  months 
old.  No  large  Socks  of  sheep,  but  most  of  the  farmers  hare  a 
few  ;  geuerallj  wethera  bought  in  and  aolrl  out  every  year.  Give 
them  haj  iu  bad  weather.  3  fleeces  to  a  stone  of  wool,  the 
present  price  16j.  Between  30  and  40  ^ears  ago  3a.  a  sttme ; 
anil  20  years  ago  \0i.  to  11;.  Tillage  is  performed  all  with 
boraes,  4  in  a  plough,  and  do  half  an  aere  a  day.  All  their  chafi' 
ia  lost  in  winnowing  their  com  in  the  fields.  Hire  of  a  car  li. 
In  hiring  and  stocking  farms,  they  will  take  them  with  scarce 
anything  but  a  fen  cows  and  horses,  jet  tbej-  pay  their  renta 
very  well,  and  few  of  them  fail.  Land,  at  rack  rent,  sells  at  20 
years  purchase,  but  within  these  10  years  22  or  S3.  Kenta  have 
been  rising  for  15  years  ;  they  hare  n<it  fallen  of  late  years  aa  iu 
other  parts  of  Ireland,  though  in  some  places  aie  beginnitag. 

Tythes  are  valued  every  year,  and  the  10th  taken  m  a  com- 
position, wheat  at  ISa.  a  barrel.  Barley  St.  Oats  6i.  The 
loth  lamb  2«.  6d,  No  tea  in  the  labourers'  cahbins,  but  iu  those 
of  little  farmers  they  have  it,  and  it  increases  much.  Leases 
generally  3  lives  to  ProteNtants,  and  31  years  to  Catholics.  The 
system  of  middle-men  goiug  out — none  in  new  let  lands. 

Barlay  carried  to  Wexford  for  exportation,  and  wheat  to 
Dnblin  by  means  of  bounty  on  inland  carriage.  The  people 
increase  considernbly.  Rent  of  a  csbbin  with  an  acre  40i.  if 
more  added  20f.  an  acre.  All  keep  cows,  and  generally  a  horse 
and  a  pig  or  two,  with  plenty  of  poidtry  reared  on  potatoes. — 
They  live  ou  oat-cakca  when  potatoes  are  not  in  season  ;  the 
tittle  fanners,  that  have  40  or  50  acres,  eat  a  good  deal  of  meat ; 
fish  i;*  a  great  article  with  the  iioi>r,  particularly  herrings  and 
cod.  In  general  much  improving,  and  more  industrious  than 
formerly.  In  about  four  years.  40  or  50  persons  emigrated  to 
America,  They  are  beginning  to  improve  mountain  and  bog, 
which  from  being  worth  nothing  before,  now  let  at  above  20s.  an 
'Bcre.     No  farms  hired  in  partnership, 

The  White  Boya  were  violent  for  about  three  months  in 
1775,  chiefly  from  Kilkenny  and  Carlow,  but  stippreBsed 
iminediat«ly  by  the  spiritod  associations  of  the  gentlemen. 
They  were  heard  of  in  the  south  imder  other  names  before 
Thurot  or  ConflanB.' 


Poor's  firing,  turf  seven  miles  ott;  20  Icish  at  Ij.  Bd.  a  good 
stock  ;  in  common  it  mnj  be  reckoned  £1  1«.  Building  a  cabbin 
£6  to  £7  7».  Of  Btone  and  alate  £20.  Ditto  for  a  farm  of  50 
acres,  stone  and  slate,  £'25.  Crammed  fowls  with  potatoes  and 
oatmeal  and  milk  2i.  to  2«.  Gd.  each.  Since  these  particulai's 
— retaken  at  Courtown,  his  Lordship,  by  letter, lias  favoured  me 

ih  the  following,  from  an  intelligent  farmer. 

Nui 


COURSE  OF  CROPS. 


1.     Wheat. 


Number  of  ploughings,  four  before  sowing.  First  in  Novem- 
ber, Second  in  April,  by  cross  cutting.  In  June  harrow  it 
down  well,  then  put  on  jour  manure.  Third  plonghing  in  July  ; 
harrow  it  down  again.     Fourth  ditto  in  August,  which  will  leave 

^mM  prepared  for  sowing.     Seed  to  the  acre,  fourteen  stone.     Crop, 

^Btt  k  mediimi,  eight  barrets. 

Two  ploughing*.  First  in  November.  Second  at  the  time 
you  sow,  having  first  croas-harrowed.  Seed,  to  the  acre,  fifteen 
Stone.      Crop,  nine  barrels. 

3.  Oats. 
Host  farmers  plough  but  once.      Seeil,   22   stone.      Crop,  9 


Fob  Potatoes.  j 

Let  your  ground  lie  ploughed  all  winter;   to  every  acre  put  ' 
"0  load  of  dnng.     Seed,  eight  barrels,      Crop,  80  ditto.     Price, 
■  barrel,  5*.      Use  of  lime   very  profitable   on  dry   ground  ; 
Itity,  per  acre,  from  40  to  50  barrela. 

Cow's  PftODDCli. 

One  cow  will  give  ten  quarts  of  milk  a  day  ;  will  produce  one 
hundred  of  butter.      Profit,  three  pound. 

in  the  bay  of  CarrJckrereua,  moil  the  town  surrendered  after  ■  siege  of 
tbiM  days.  John  Wesley  was  »l  (Tarrickfergas  a  few  months  later, 
.  ■  _.       — ^  imereatitig  deuils  in  his  Journal,  (vol.  lii.,  p.  432), 


Two  ttcrea  will  support  one  coUop,  or  eight  ewea. 

Each  sheep  a  lamb,  at  5i.  each £2     0 

Wiiolfrom  the  eight  sheep,  one  stone,  ftt    ...        0   17 


Two  ai 


it  20«.  per  B< 


2     0     0 


Profit  on  eight  sheep,  at  an  arerage,    .      .      .      .     £0  17     0 
Proportion  of  the  rise  of  labour  is  not  more  than  2d,  per  ilay. 

P4KTICtrLl.BH   OF    A    FaBM. 

Arable  20  acrea,  lO  of  barley,  4  of  wheat,  6  of  oata.  Pasture 
67  acre*.  Meadnw  13  ditto. — Total  100  acres. — Stock,  24 
cow>,  8  horBCB,  7  tHO-year  old  heifers,  four-year  old  dittii,  and 
four  caWea. — Rent  £100. — Three  labourers. 

Quantity  per  acre,  oo  stiff  clay  ground,  from  S  to  600  liiaJ, 
of  about  600  weight;  on  dry  gravelly  ground,  froro  800  to  1,000 
ditto,  according  to  the  soil,  will  last  40  years  with  management. 

Julv  15th,  leaving  Courtown,  toot  the  Arklow  road; 
paBsed  a  finely  wood^  park  of  Mr.  Bame,  and  a  various 
country  with  acme  good  com  iu  it.  Flat  lands  by  the 
coast  let  very  high,  and  mountain  at  6;".  or  7«.  an  acre, 
and  some  at  8.!.  or  lOn.  Paaaed  to  Wicklow.  prettily 
Bitu[ited  on  the  aea,  and  from  Newryhridge'  walked  to  see 
Mr.  Tye's,  which  is  a  neat  farm  well  wooded,  with  a  riTer 
runnin^j  through  the  fields. 

Eea«hed  in  the  evening  Mount  Kennedy,'  the  seat  of 
Gen.  Cunninghanie,  who  fortunately  proved  to  me  an 
instructor  as  asBiduous  as  he  ia  able.  He  is  in  the  midst 
of  a  country  almost  all  his  own,  for  he  has  10,000  Irish 
acres  here.  His  domain,  and  the  grounds  ahout  it,  are 
very  beautiful,  not  a  level  can  be  seen ;  every  spot  is  tossed 
about  in  a  variety  of  hill  and  dale.  In  the  mi<1dle  of  the 
lawn  is  one  of  the  greatest  natural  curiosities  in  the 
kingdom ;  an  immense  arlmtus  tree  unfortunately  blown 
down,  but  yet  vegetating  ;  one  branch,  which  parts  from 


!  body  neaj  the  ground,  aud  afterwards  divides  ttito 
iny  lai^e  brancJicB,  ia  6  feet  2  iaehes  In  ciruuinfert'uce. 
The  Geneml  buried  part  of  tbe  stem  as  it  laid,  aud  it 
is  from  several  LrancheB  throwing  out  fine  young  ehootn : 
it  is  a  moat  venerable  remnant.  Killamey,  the  r^iou  of 
the  arbutus,  boasta  of  no  such  tree  aa  this. 

July  16th.  rode  in  the  morning  to  Drum,  a  large  estent 
of  mountains,  and  wood,  on  the  OenGral's  estate.      It  is  a 
very  noble  aceuerj' ;  a  vast  rocky  glen  ;  one  side  bare  roeka 
to  an  immense  height,  hanging  in  a  thouaand  whiuisii:a1, 
yet  frightful,  forms,  with  vaat  fragnienta  tumbled  from 
them,  and  lying  in  romantic  confusion ;  the  other  a  tine 
mountain -side  covered  with  shrubby   wood.     This   wild 
^HAss  leads  to  the  Ijuttom  of  an  amphitheatre  of  mountain, 
^■Mhicb  exhibits  a  very  noble  scenery.    To  tbe  right  is  an 
^Bbtmense  sweep  of  mountain    completely  wooded,  taken 
^fu  a  single  object  it   is  a  most  magnificent  one,  but  its 
forms  are  picturesque  in  the  bigheat  degree ;  great  pro- 
jections of   hill,   with  glene   behind  all  wooded,  have  a 
noble  effect.     Every  feature  of  the  whole  view  is  great, 
and  imites  to  form  a  scene  of  natural  magnificence.    From 
HjwBce  &  riding  is  cut  through  the  hanging  wood,  which 
^Kaes  to  a  central  spot,  where  the   General   has  cleared 
^nway  the    rubbish    from    under   the  wood,    and  made  a 
T>eB.utiful  waving  lawn  with  many  oaks  and  hollies  scat- 
tered   about    it ;    here   he    has    built  a  cottage,  a  jjretty 
whimsical  oval    room,    from  the    windows  of  which  are 
three  views,  one  of  distant  rich  landa  opening  to  the  sea, 
006  upon  a  great  mountain,  and  a  third  upon  a  part  of  the 
lawn.     It  is  well  placed  and  forms  upon  the  whole  a  most 
agreeable  retreat.    The  following  particulars  of  agriculture 
I  bad  from  General  Cunninghame,  who  took  every  means 
t  httving  me  well  informed. 


.   About  Mount  Keimedj  tbe  c 


iDclo«ed  within  ti 


Miuitains  and  high  lands  ;   farnis  are  generally  very  Bmall,  Itodi 

100,  except  In  mounlainaus  tracts,  where  they  arc 

3  from  300  lo  600  acrea.     The  soil  ia  in  general  b 

J  sound  gravel,  hanging  to  the  south  eant,  and  prol«cted  by 

I   from    the   north    west.      The    rent,  on  an  average. 

to  SOt.   not  mountain,  which  ia  nsually  6x.  or  10". 
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[ifJhT, 

The  skirt  of  tlie  whole  country,  from  llie  laoiintain  dawn  to  the  - 
nea,  ia  from  30i.  to  SOt.  ui  acre,  buiog  a  sixth  of  it.     One  third 
of  it,  uncultivated  and  uuitihabitcd,  lets  for  not  more  than  6d,  an 
acre.     Another  third  lets  for  20j.      The  remaining  sixth  at  9s. — 
Average  of  the  whole  Ms.  an  acre. 

The  courses  of  cropa  are:  1.  Potatoes;  all  the  ilimg  of  the 
country  used  for  them.  "2.  Wheat  ;  how  one  barrel,  and  get  on 
an  average  8  barreU. — All  the  furrowa  sbovelleil.  3.  Oate ; 
now  near  2,  and  get  10  ban-els.  4.  Oats.  J.  Barley;  sow  j 
and  get  10,  and  then  leave  it  for  la;  for  5  ;cnrs,  never  sowing 
anj  gi'ass  accda.  It  produces  nothing  at  all  fur  three  years, 
but  ^er  that  white  clover  cornea  slowlj. 

Barley  has  been  mure  cultivated  upon  account  of  the  quan- 
tity of  ale  and  beer  which  is  brewed  here,  being  the  common 
beverage  through  the  county,  and  more  famous  fur  it  than  any 
other.  The  barrel,  2-thirds  of  an  bogsbead,  aells  at  40t.  Malt 
malted  here  \is.  a  barrel ;  the  barley  10a.  6^'. 

Another  course;  1.  Marie,  or  limestone  gravel,  on  the  lay, 
1,600  loads  an  acre,  anil  sow  barley.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Oats  or 
barley.  4.  Oata  or  ditto,  till  left  to  lay  again.  Gravelling  they 
geueraUy  consider  a«  a  right  to  nix  i)r  eight  crops.  Their  wheat 
after  potatoes  they  sow  so  lato  as  Christmas. 

Very  few  pease,  and  nu  beans,  nor  any  rape  ;  and  not  a 
turnep,  though  saw  great  tracts  perfectly  adopted  to  that  crop. 
They  sow  also  very  little  uf  flax,  having  no  such  manafacture. 
Their  potatoes  they  imiversally  plant  ou  an  old  lay ;  they  spread 
their  dung  in  beds  for  the  trenching  way,  none  under  the  plough. 
Plant  8  to  10  barrels  on  an  acre,  laid  at  six  inches  from  one 
another.  When  the  plants  are  about  au  inch  or  two  high,  they 
cover  them  a  second  time  from  the  trenches.  Tlioy  hand  weed 
them.  No  hiring  land  of  farmers  tbr  it,  but  all  on  their  own 
account. 

There  are  many  copses  on  the  sides  of  mountains  of  birch, 
oak,  asb,  and  holly,  which  are  cut  generally  at  23  years  growth 
for  poles  for  building  cabbing ;  the  bark  for  tan,  and  tlie  smaller 
branches  for  charcoal.  They  are  worth  from  £12  to  £2S  an 
acre.  Many  of  them  on  very  steep  aides  of  mountains,  and  to  a 
great  height;  but  no  great  oak  wood,  since  tlie  Shillaly'  woodi 
were  cut  down  about  12  years  ago. 

I.  Wii-kiow.     Henca 
them 


&76.] 


MOUST  KESNEDT. 
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I  Thereareconsiclerftble  tracts  of  moiiDtain  land  improved  ;  ifdrj 

Mlh  Und,  tbej  plougb,  cross  plough,  bum,  and  then  sow  rje, 

getting  8  bftrreb,  nfter  irhicb  thej  have  oatg,  and  crap  it  as  long 

as  it  will  proilnce.      Uuimpraved  mouatain,  consisting  of  rock, 

fiiTze,(iilfxeKropaaa)('eTn,(pterigaijtiiliiia)&c.  bnt  dry,  lets  at  8*. 

^^  an  sere,  at  which  retit  tliey  have  it  for  31  years.      The  iinprove- 

^^Upent  IK  reckniied  very  profitable.      No  folding  i^heep  ;  tli^re  is 

^^bot  such  a  thmg  as  a  hunlle  known.      They  pare  and  hiirn  the 

^^^BOiuitain    as  the  only  way  to  improve,  though  contrary  to  an 

^^blwuTd  Act  of  Parliament  against  it. 

^H[  Lime  they  uee  in  very  small  cjuautlties;  anil  no  wonder,  for 
^^n^is  the  SutloQ  stone  they  bring  from  the  hill  of  Ilonth  to 
^^TwicUow,  where  it  is  burnt ;  and  the  common  farmers  bring  it 
&om  tliencc  at  the  expense  of  2t.  Grt.  the  statute  ban-el  of  39 
gallons.  They  lay  from  SO  to  60  on  an  acre,  chiefly  on  moun- 
tain ground.  Grey  marie,  with  limestone  gravel  in  strata, 
Abound   all    over   the   country,    with    other   strata  of  sand,  all 

Ivhich  have  an  effervescence  with  acids  i  and  in  digging  they  min 
■egether,  and  prove  of  infinite  benefit  to  their  Gelds. 
L  Very  few  dairies,  so  that  they  make  scarce  any  butter. 
Their  cows  are  subservient  to  their  lamb  suckling,  and  leave 
them  free  only  in  summer,  when  tliey  fat  calves  for  DnbUn 
market.  Four  or  live  <piarts  of  milk  at  a  meal  is  the  common 
qnuitity.  In  the  winter  they  hare  hay,  but  only  in  hard 
weather.  No  grazing  of  oxen.  As  to  sheep,  their  system  is 
particular ;  it  is  all  suckling  lambs  for  Dublin  market, 

General  Cnnninghame  carried  me  to  a  farmer  who  is  reckoned 
the  most  able  in  that  business  of  any  in  the  country,  and  the 
following  is  the  account  he  gave  me  of  Ills  nianagemeiit.  He 
breeds  his  own  lambs  from  a  stock  partly  bought  in  every 
jear.  The  rams  he  puts  to  the  ewes  the  middle  of  May,  in  order 
to  have  them  lamb  at  Michaelmas,  or  a  little  after.  They  are 
left  in  the  field  for  a  week,  and  then  taken  into  the  house. 
The  ewes  are  brought  to  suckle  them  twice  a  day  in  general ; 
bnt  tliree  or  four  limes,  while  young;  they  have  cows'  milk 
gjven  them  by  women  from  their  mouths,  stjuirted  down  the 
lambs'  throats,  to  the  quantity  of  a  noggin  a  day  at  first,  and 
ri»cs  to  \i  and  2.  A  noggin  is  one-eighth  of  a  quart.  They 
keep  them  till  three  weeks  before  Christmas,  and  then  begin  to 
~  II  them.  Their  ewes  are  kept  on  grass  only,  unless  in  bad 
irhen   they  have   hay.     He   sells   75  lambs   annually, 
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[jolt. 


1  avei'Bge,  some 


from  a  stock  of  80  rnrns  uml  ewes,  at  S 

up  to  40<.  ibr  tliese  lanibx  he  boa  8  cowti,  5  of  them 

find  if  he  has  not  cows  enough,  hujs  in  for  the  purpose.    Tlieewes 

are  bonght  in   st  9*.  each  in  Jnlj,  and  some  old  ones  arc  sold 

erery  year  at  6j.      14  acres  of  gnua  will  keep  80  sheep  until  the 

stubbles  ore  ready  for  thcni. 

In  thii  system  mnch  depends  on  having  them  take  the  mm  in 
proper  time  for  Dublin  market.  In  urder  to  acc-ompli«h  this 
sceroinglj  difficult  business,  tbey  treat  the  lailies  with  a  cup  of 
generous  Wickluw  ale,  and  drive  them  about  the  field,  iu  order 
tio  create  the  proper  ferment  between  their  blood  and  the  ale, 
and  then  at  the  critical  moment  let  in  the  gentleuieti.  Some 
managers,  more  attentive  than  common,  treat  them  with  ctarot 
instead  of  ale  ;  perhaps  the  stwarma  of  children  iu  the  cabbin* 
are  owing  to  the  prolific  ipiality  of  this  excellent  ale  of  Wicklow. 
The  wool  of  the  country  is  all  wrought  up  by  the  inhabitants, 
spun,  couibed,  and  wove  into  flannel  and  frizes,  and  to  aneh  an 
extent,  that  the  mountain  farmers  pay  half  their  rents  by  thil 
manufacture.  They  also  buy  much,  not  having  enough  of  their 
own:  it  is  all  done  by  the  smallest  farmers  going  tlirougli  the 
whole  manufacture  employing  cottars  in  it.  By  spinning,  a  woman 
can  earn  3d.  a  day.  AA'ool  now  14*.  to  17«.  the  stone  of  16  lb, 
'20  years  ago  IU.  no  rot  among  the  sheep.  On  the  mountains 
many  goats  are  kept  for  the  milk,  which  is  drank  very  much  by 
people  froiu  Dubliu,  who  take  lodgings  for  drinking  goat's  wliej. 
Kid's  flesli  reckoned  very  fine. 

They  plough  with  both  hot-ses  and  bullocks  :  two  liorsei  and 
two  bullocks,  and  one  btdlock  and  ihrec  horses,  and  do  from  one- 
half  to  three  fourths  of  an  acre  a  day.  Stir  5  inches  deep,  Very 
few  or  no  oals  given  to  horses.  Chaff  all  thrown  away.  They 
work  their  draught-nseu  in  winter  on  straw.  Hire  of  a  car,  a 
Imrse,  and  a  driver,  \i.  6rf.  a  day.  With  4  rows,  2  horses,  a 
yearling,  and  20  sheep.  General  Cunninghaiue  has  had  tenants 
professedly  take  50  acres  of  laud. 

Land  selh  at  rack  rent  for  18  to  21  years  purchase ;  A  or  6 
years  ago  it  was  at  22.  Rents  arc  fallen  in  the  same  time  4«.  in 
the  pound.  Tythes  are  paid  by  composition;  the  enijts  are 
viewed,  and  they  agree  for  one  year.  An  acre  of  wheat  lOi, 
Barley  4s.  Oats  if.  No  tea  iu  the  cabbins  on  the  mountains, 
but  in  the  towns  they  have  it.  Leases  arc  thi'ce  lives,  or  31 
years ;     a   vast   proportion   re-let   3   or   4  deep.        The    people 
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reue  mncb.  Rent  of  a  cabbin  in  a  village,  witli  a  wry  ^mall 
K8*(deii,£2  2i.to£3;irnot  iiiDTiJIii^eitisleBe.  On  a 
SOi.  to  £3  for  B  tnbbin  and  5  ocre:^,  but  generally  have 
pasture  fur  tbeir  cuwp,  &l:  Farmg  nxicli  tAken  in  the  i 
by  pannership;  3  or  4  will  take  100  ayrcs.  and  divide  among 
them  set  ve.^,  as  in  Kilkenny.  Lower  people  all  Ruman  Gutholiea. 
No  emigrationn.     No  WTiite  Boys. 

They  have  plenty  of  |)Ot>toCii ;  all  keep  a  cow,  some  more  ;  all 
a  plji  or  more,  and  poultry  of  every  kind.  Their  fuel  is  turf 
from  the  rooiiiitains  j  Ihey  are  niiiveraal  pilferers  of  everything 
tliejr  can  lay  their  hands  on :  ^reat  lyai's,  bnt  fnll  of  qnicfeneas 
and  sagacity,  and  ^atefiil  U>  excefs. 

Kish  of  turf  iOd.  delivered.  Oak  rihberiea  (spara)  for  cabbins 
If,  6rf.  a  doKen.  Building  a  cabbin  2.5  feet  long,  14  feet  wide, 
|gth  ■  door  and  2  windowx,  £5  lOr.  Ditto  stone  and  slate  £20 
a  faxm  house  and  offices  tbr  30  ncrea,  of  itone  and  slate  £200. 


Expem.'ea  und  produce  orGoiiursI  Cunninghan 

Rent £375     O 

Labour ISO     0 

Wear  nnri  leur 30     0 


4S  acres  mown,  at  JO  loads  an  ncrv,  at  10«  .  £240  0  O 
Sucresof  wheat  10  Barrel>,at  £t  I«.      .    .      SS  10    0 

10^ bsriny  Uditto,  at  1U».  6<;.  .     ...      7a  10    0 

17 oats  ISrtitlo,  at  lOf 110  10     0 

a peaSB  9  dillo.  at  lOi BOO 

10 aundries,  at  £5 50    0    O 


In  two  acres  of  land  snmmer-fallowed  for  wheat,  the  General 
■I  persuaded  not  to  sow  it,  as  the  red-worm  wonld  infallibly  dea- 
9  the  crop;  be  therefore  kept  it  for  barley,  but  manured  it  with 
Be,  90  barrels  an  acre  at  2\\d.  each  fi-om  the  hill  of  Uowtb  in 
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August ;  the  barley  wat.  eaten  notwithntanding  tbe  linie ;  It  t 
a  very  poor  crop,  and  in  some  plocea  none  at  all.  Sowed  the 
Btubble  with  peaae,  which  I  Baw,  and  were  very  line.  The 
General  tried  a  very  extraordioary  experiment  u|)on  breaking 
Dp  an  old  moesy  grass  lay  in  an  orchard,  and  laying  it  down  again 
willioiit  having  any  corn  ;  it  was  manured  with  plenty  of  sand, 
then  ploughed  it  up  in  August;  directly  cross -ploughed  it; 
harrowed  it  thoroughly,  and  threw  about  SO  barrels  of  lime  an 
acre  ;  hiimt  the  roots,  weeds,  and  tufts  of  grass,  spread  the  Bshes, 
harrowed  it,  and  upon  that,  about  tlie  beginning  of  September, 
sowed  hay  seeds.  This  n'a«  done  to  escape  the  trouble  of  a 
course  of  tillage  among  trees.  The  success  was  as  great  as 
possible ;  I  saw  the  crop  of  hay  mown,  and  it  is  not  less  than  16 
loads  an  acre.  This  is  a  system  which  in  many  cases  would  be 
of  the  greatest  use  in  reviving  old  hide-bound  pastures  without 
the  trouble  of  a  course  of  tilbge.  It  should,  however,  be 
observed,  that  the  climate  of  Ireland  is  peculiarly  favourable  to 
laying  laud  to  grass  at  that  season,  for  it  grows  luxuriantly  quite 
till  Christuias. 

Another  instauee  of  this  natural  tendency  of  the  soil  to  grass, 
IS  a  trial  the  General  accidentally  made.  He  had  a  small  field 
under  turneps,  which  he  hoed  well,  and  were  a  fine  crop  ;  upon 
being  drawn  to  feed  the  plough-bullocks  with,  he  fonnd  much 
grass  upon  the  land,  so  much,  that  it  induced  bim  to  let  it  stand, 
and  the  rather  as  it  was  laid  very  flat  and  smooth  with  ibe 
tumcps;  be  rolled  in  some  grass  seeds,  and  it  turned  nut  a  verjr 
fine  meadow.  He  was  the  first  who  sowed  red  clover  here,  and 
is  not  yet  followed  by  the  farmers.  He  encouraged  his  tenants 
to  lime,  and  lends  them  money  for  it.  Much  land  is  laid  to  grass 
at  Mount  Kennedy,  and  all  of  it  done  in  a  perfect  manner,  the 
surface  laid  completely  smooth,  without  the  least  sign  of  a  furrow, 
and  the  grasses  luxuriant  1  all  manured  richlywith  gravel  and  marie. 

I  saw  two  large  compn^it  dunghills  turning  over  and  mixing, 
a  sight  not  common  iu  Ireland.  It  pleased  nic  more  Ifaan  tbe 
sight  of  a  palace  would  have  done.  The  General's  crops  I  found 
all  exceedingly  fine,  one  field  of  oats  the  best  I  had  seen  in  Ireland. 

July  17th. — Took  iny  leave  of  GeDeral  Cunninghame, 
and  went  thro'  the  Glen  of  the  Downs  in  my  way  to 
Powerscourt.'    The  Olen  is  a  pass  between  two  vast  ridgea 
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t  mouDtains  covered  with  wood,  which  have  a,  very  noble 
P  effect,  the  vale  is  no  wider  than  to  admit  the  road,  a  small 
gui^ling  river  almost  by  ita  side,  and  narrow  slips  of  roclrr 
uid  shrubby  ground  which  parts  them  ;  in  the  front  all 
escape  seems  denied  by  nn  immense  conical  mountain  which 
rises  out  of  the  Glen,  and  seems  to  fill  it  up.  The  scenery 
ia  of  a  most  magnificent  character.  On  the  top  of  the 
lidge  to  the  right  Mr.  La  Touche  has  a  banqueting  room. 
Passing  from  this  sublime  scene,  the  road  leads  through 
chearful  grounds  all  under  com.  rising  and  falling  to  the 
eye,  and  then  to  a  vale  of  charming  verdure  broken  into 
incloaurea,  and  bounded  by  two  rocky  mountains,  distant 
darker  mountains  filling  up  the  scene  in  front :  this  whole 
ride  is  interesting,  for  within  a  mile  and  an  half  of  Tinny. 
hinch  (the  inn  to  whiub  I  was  directed)  you  come  to  a 
delicious  view  on  the  right,  a  small  vale  oiiening  to  the  sea, 
bounded  by  mountains,  whose  dark  shade  forma  a  perfect 
contrast  to  the  extreme  beauty  and  lively  verdure  of  the 
lower  scene,  consisting  of  gently  swelling  lawna  rising  from 
each  other,  with  groups  of  trees  between,  and  the  whole  so 
prettily  scatf«red  with  white  farms,  as  to  add  every  idea  of 
diearfulnesB.  Kept  on  towards  Poweracourt,  which  pre- 
■mtly  came  in  view  from  the  edge  of  a  declivity.  You  look 
full  upon  the  house,  which  appears  to  be  in  the  moat 
beautiful  situation  in  the  world,  on  the  side  of  a  mountain, 
half  way  between  its  bare  top,  and  an  irriguous  vale  at  its 
foot.  In  front,  and  spreading  among  woods  on  either  side, 
is  a  lawn  whose  surfact?  is  beautifully  varied  in  gentle 
declivities,  hanging  to  a  winding  river. 

Lowering  the  hill  the  scenery  is  yet  more  agreeable,  the 
near  inclosures  are  margined  with  trees,  through  whose  open 
branches  are  seen  whole  fields  of  the  raoat  lively  verdure. 
The  trees  gather  into  groups,  and  the  lawn  awells  into 
gentle  inequalities,  while  the  river  winding  beneath  renders 
the  whole  truly  pleasing. 

Breakfasted  at  the  inn  at  Tinnyhinch,  and  then  drove  to 
the  park  to  see  the  water-fall.  The  park  itself  is  fine  ;  you 
enter  it  between  two  vast  masses  of  mountain,  covered  with 
wood,  forming  a  vale  scattered  with  trees,  through  which 
"  *  ira  a  river  on  a  broken  rocky  channel :  you  follow  this 
e  till  it  is  lost  in  a  most  uncommon  manner,  the  ridgea 
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of  mountAiii  closing,  form  one  great  ampliitheatre  of  wood, 
from  the  top  of  wluch,  at  the  height  of  many  hundred  feet, 
bursts  the  water  from  a,  rock,  a,nd  tumbliag  down  the  side 
of  a  very  large  one.  forms  a  scene  singularly  beautiful. 
At  the  bottom  is  a.  spot  of  velvet  turf,  from  which  risea  a 
clump  of  oaks,  and  through  their  sterna,  branches,  and 
leaves,  the  falling  water  is  seen  as  a  back-ground  with  an 
effect  more  picturesque  than  can  be  well  imagined ;  these 
few  trees,  and  this  little  lawn,  give  the  finishing  to  the 
scene.  The  water  falls  behind  some  large  fragments  of 
rock,  and  turns  to  the  left,  down  a  stony  chaunel,  under 
the  shade  of  a  wood. 

Returning  to  Tinnyhinch,  I  went  to  Inniskerry,'  and 
gained  by  this  detour  in  my  return  to  go  to  the  Dargle,  a 
Iwautiful  view  which  I  should  otherwise  have  lost ;  the 
road  runs  on  the  edge  of  a  declivity,  from  whence  there  is 
a.  most  pleasing  prospect  of  the  river's  course  through  the 
vale,  and  the  wood  of  Powerscourt,  which  here  appear  in 
large  masses  of  dark  shade,  the  whole  bounded  by  moun- 
tains. Turn  to  the  left  into  the  private  road  that  leads  to 
the  Dargle,  and  presently  gives  a  specimen  of  what  is  to  be 
espect«d  by  a  romantic  glen  of  wood,  where  the  high  lands 
almost  lock  into  each  other,  and  leavei  scarce  a  passa^  for 
the  river  at  bottom,  which  rages,  as  if  with  difficulty  forcing 
its  way.  It  is  topped  by  a  high  mountain,  and  in  front 
you  catch  a  beautiful  plat  of  inolosures  bounded  by  the  sea. 
Enter  the  Dai^le,  which  is  the  name  of  a  Olen  near  a  mile 
long.  Come  presently  to  one  of  the  finest  ranges  of  wood 
I  have  any  where  seen :  it  is  a  narrow  glen  or  vale  formed 
by  the  sides  of  two  opposite  mountains  ;  the  whole  thickly 
spread  with  oak  wood,  at  the  bottom  (and  the  depth  is 
immense)  it  is  narrowed  to  the  mere  channel  of  the  river, 
which  rather  tumbles  from  rock  to  rock  than  runs.  The 
extent  of  wood  that  hangs  to  the  eye  in  every  direction  Is 
great,  the  depth  of  the  precipice  on  which  you  stand 
immense,  which  with  the  roar  of  the  water  at  bottom  forms 
a  scene  truly  interesting.  In  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
the  road  passing  through  the  wood  leads  to  another  point 
of  view  to  the  right.     It  is  the  crown  of  a  vaat  projecting 

■  Co.  Wicklow. 
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rock,  from  wLich  you  look  down  a  precipice  absolutely  per- 
pendicular, and  many  hundred  feet  deep  upon  the  torrent 
at  the  bottom,  which  finds  its  noisy  way  over  large  frag- 
ments of  rock.    The  i>oint  of  view  is  a  great  projection  of 
the  mountain  on  this  side,  answered  by  a  concave  of  the 
Opposite,  so  that  you  command  the  Qlen  both  to  the  right 
and  left :  it  exhibits  on  both,  immense  sheets  of  forest, 
which  have  a  most  magnificent  appearance.     Beyond  the 
vood.to  the  ri^ht.  are  some  inelosiires  hanging  on  the  side 
of  a  hill,  crowned  by  a  moimtain.     I  knew  not  how  to  leave 
eo  interesting  a  spot,  the  impressions  raised  by  it  are  strong. 
The  solemnity  of  such  aa  estent  of  wood  unbroken  by  any 
intervening  objects,  and  the  whole  hanging  over  declivities 
ia  alone  great ;  but  to  this  the  addition  of  a  constant  roar 
of  falling  water,  either  quite  hid,  or  so  far  beluw  as  to 
be  seen  but  obscurely,  unitetl  to  make  those  impressions 
stronger.     No  contradictory  emotions  are  raised — no  ill- 
jndged  temples  appear  to  eidiven  a  scene  that  is  gloomy, 
rather  than  gay.     Falling  or  moving  water  is   a  lively 
object ;  but  this  being  obscure,  the  noise  operates  differently. 
.  Following  the  road  a  little  further,  there  is  another  bold 
)cky  projection,  from  which  also,  there  is  a  double  view  to 
e  right  and  left.    In  front,  so  immense  a  sweep  of  hang- 
g  wood,  that  a  nobler  scene  can  hardly  be  imagined :  the 
river,  as  before,  at  the  bottom  of  the  precipice,  which  is  so 
'  )ep  and  the  depth  so  great,  aa  to  be  quitfl  fearful  to  look 
wn.     This  horrid  precipice,  the  pointed  bleak  mountains 
a  view,  with  the  roar  of  the  water,  all  conspire  to  raise  one 
-'great  emotion  of  the  sublime.     You  advance  scarcely  20 
yards  before  a  pretty  scene  ojiens  to  the  left,  a  distant 
landscape  of  inclosures,  with  a  river  winding  between  the 
bills  to  the  sea.     Passing  to  the  right,  fresh  scenes  of  wood 
^pear;  half  way  to  the  bottom,  one  different  from  the 
preceding  ia  seen;  you  are  almost  inclosed  in  wood,  and 
wok  to  the  right  through  some  low  oaks  on  the  opposite 
I  liank  of  wood,  with  an  edging  of  trees  through  which  the 
■  vky  is  seen,  which,  added  to  an  uucommou  elegance  in  the 
■Initline  of  the  hill,  has  a  most  pleasing  effect.     Winding 
l^wn  to  a  thatched  bench  on  a  rocky  point,  jou  look  upon 
n  uncommon  scene.     Immediately  beneath  is  a  vast  chasm 
1  the  rock,  which  seems  torn  asunder,  to  let  the  torrent 
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tlirough  thai  comes  tumbluig  over  a  rockv  bed,  far  sunk  in 
a  channel  embosomed  in  wood.  Above  in  a  range  of  gloomy 
obecure  woods,  which  half  overshadow  it,  and,  rising  to  a 
vaet  height,  exclude  everj'  object.  To  the  left  the  water 
'  rolls  away  over  broken  rocks :  a  scene  truly  romantic 
Followed  the  path  :  it  led  me  to  the  water's  edge,  at  the 
liottom  of  the  Glen,  where  is  a  new  scene,  in  which  not  a 
single  circumstance  hurts  the  principal  character.  In  a 
hollow  formed  of  rock  and  wood  (every  object  excluded 
but  those  and  water)  the  torrent  breaks  forth  from  frag- 
ments of  rock,  and  tumbles  through  the  chasm,  rocks 
bolging  over  it,  as  if  ready  to  fall  into  the  channel,  and 
stop  the  impetuous  water.  The  shade  is  so  thick  as  to 
exclude  the  heavens  -,  all  is  retired  and  gloomy,  a  brown 
horror  breathing  over  the  whole.'  It  is  a  spot  for  melan- 
choly to  muse  in. 

B«tum  to  the  carriage,  and  quit  the  Dargle,  which  upon 
the  whole  is  a  very  singular  place,  different  from  all  I  have 
seen  in  England,  and.  I  think,  preferable  to  most.  Gross 
a  murmuring  stream  clear  as  chn-sta).  and,  rising  a  hill, 
look  back  ou  a  pleasing  landscape  of  inclosures,  which, 
waving  over  hills,  end  in  mountains  of  ii  very  noble  charac- 
ter.    Beach  Diiblin. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Joontey  10  the  Korlh. — BHrnnHamittntialUsmplunuidBalbriggen.— 
ThebuilclinRorihepier.— Droghed*.— Pk'ld  of  tlie  Settle  of  Boyne.— 
Lord  Chief  Banin  Foster's  frolestant  Colon}'  at  Culleo, — Honctty  of  tha 
pei>plc.— The   I'ensl    Lawii._Einigrations.— Diindalk.^.N'ewn'.— Bad 

ltirn]Mke  ruad». — Armsgh. — The  I'roteslant  Archbishop's  pDhfic  build- 
and  other  Linprovcineiita. — Flax.grotting  and  ni  n  nil  fact  ure. — Malum 
and  Lui^n. 

JULY  18th,  once  more  to  Lord  Harcourt's  at  St.  Wool- 
stan's,  where  1  was  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  Colonel 
Burton :  he  gave  me  a  fresh  packet  of  recoramendatiouB 
into  the  north  of  Ireland,  and,  taking   my  leave  of  his 
'  This  ix  a  reminiwrnee  of  I'ope'B  "  Kirn  10  Abelard,"  line  ITO  ; 
"  BtpBtbes  B  bronner  horror  rfer  ihe  woods." 
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Excellencj,  passed  Mauooth  to  KUruc'  From  Celbridge 
to  Manooth  is  a  line  of  very  fine  coni.  Passed  Dun- 
boyne,'  from  tbence  to  Kilrue;  the  soil  is  clay,  flat  aud 
Btroag,  and  I  ubacrred  much  bollow  draining  going  on, 
with  very  fine  crops  of  wheat  and  oats.  The  land  about 
Mr,  Jones  is  very  fine  rich  strong  loam,  called  here  clay. 

Mr.  Lowther,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter,  not  being  at  home, 
I  WBS  forced  to  take  refuge  in  a  cabbin,  called  an  inn,  at 
Batoath.'     Preserve  me,  fates  !  from  such  another. 

Iln   their   sCroDg    laniln    about    Kilnie   their   coureeo   are  :  — 
|.  Fallow.    2.  Wheat,  yielding  S  to  IS  bBirels  an  ftcre.    3.  Oats, 
9  to  20  barrels. 
1.  Potatoes  SO  barrels.  1.  Poialoes. 

2.  Beans  7  lo  15.  2.  Barley  B  to  14. 

3.   Oala.  3.  Oats, 

limestone  gravel  they  use   in  great  quantities;   lay   it  on  a 
ftllow,  and  it  last«  7  years  the  expense  from  £4  to  £8.     Lime 
they  also  have,  but  find  that  it  irill  not  last  like  gravel.     Hollow, 
c^ed  FrtBch  ilrains,  are  very  general,  even  among  the  common 
^^_  &nner«  :  some  done   with   sttmes,  but  miicli  with  sods,  laid  on 
^^■edge  in  the  grouud ;  they  dig  them  2^  or  3  feet  deeji ;  at  two  feet 
^^Bind  &  half,  the  expense  is  5d.  a  perch.    At  3  feet  it  is  Bd.   Clover 
^^Hfiley  sow  pretty  much,  let  it  lie  two  years,  and  then  break  it  up 
ibr  oats  on  one  ploughing.     They  sow  it  on  both  winter  and 
apnng  com.     The  poor  give   ^5   5i.   an   acre  for  lay   to  plant 
potatoes    on,   and   the   same   for    stiibhied  ground  dunged.     A 
eabbin  and  half  an  acre  of  land  30(.  rent,  and  303.  more  for  a 

rw'a  feed.  Farms  rise  to  300  acrea,  and  rents  from  16*.  to  25». 
acre. 
Jaly  19th,  left  Ratoath,  passing  Eobert's-town,'  found 
much  of  the  land  a  strong  loam  without  stones,  with  all 
the  appearance  of  being  a  very  fine  soil,  G-ot  to  Baron 
H&milton's  at  Hampton,'  near  Balbriggen,  by  breakfast. 

His  house  is  new  built,  and  stivndB  agreeably  by  a  fine 

t"^*"^'  ^^^  ^  ^"''  ^^^^  "^  *'^^  mountain  of  Mourn,"  at  16 

'  Kitlraw  House,  CO.  Meath.  '  Danboyne.co.  Meath. 

'  R>toalh,c<>.  Meath.  <  Kobertatonn  House,  co.  Msalh. 

'  Hampton  Hall,  near  Bafbriggan,  eo.  I>ublin. 

*  Houme  mounlains,  en.  Down. 
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leagues  distance,  aud  the  isles  of  Skerry  near  him.  much 
improviug  his  view.     He  favoured  me  with  the  folluwiog 

account. 

About  Hemptoii,  the  soil  cla;>'  or  Dtrong  loam,  and  manj 
stonen  in  il ;  lets  ti-oni  SOi,  to  30).  F&mia  rise  from  40  acres  t< 
100  and  150.      No  tJikJiig  in  jurtnerabip.     Courses : 

1.  Fallow.  2.  Wlit'at,  7  barrelfi.  3.  Barley,  10  to  12.  4 
Oats,  10. 

1.   Falluvr.     2.   Wlicat.      3.  Barley.     4.  White  pea«e. 

I.  Fallow.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Barley.  4.  Oats.  5.  Cloverfor 
2  years.     6.   Wlieat  or  fftllow. 

The  maiiiires  lime,  sea  sand,  marie,  and  limcntone  gravel  got 
three  feet  deep.  Lime  6d.  tu  Sd.  at  the  kiln  ;  they  lay  Iraiii 
100  to  laO  barreia,  which  last.  8  or  9  yeara ;  on  the  dry  hoHb  best. 
Oo  elaj  well  drained,  tlicy  spread  of  limeBi<me  gravel,  tliai 
a  Bttviig  fermentation,  300  to  400  loads,  generally  out  of  draiits, 
ilitches,  &c.  draining  their  laiid^  at  the  same  time ;  lasts  long, 
and  i^  he»t  on  strong  land.  Sen  sand  on  poor  clay  excellent ; 
lay  300  barrels  an  acre,  which  is  a  good  dressing ;  lasts  many 
years,  and  ulmnges  it  fi*om  scutch  (trid'cam  repeni)  I 
clover;  it  has  an  effervcacence  with  acids.  The  marie  white 
under  block  bottoms  \  300  loads  an  acre.  On  new  lajs  the  Baron 
has  found  a  very  fine  effect  from  it.  Flax  chiefly  after  potatoes, 
and  then  barley.  Sow  enough  for  their  own  use,  not  enough 
for  moiinfactnrea  for  sale.  Fur  potatoes  £4  on  acre  for  dunged 
laud,  <ir  lay  on  dung  an<l  have  it  for  nothing.  Much  French 
ilrainiiig,  4  feet  deep,  and  5  inches  at  bottom;  fill  with  stones, 
and  the  improvement  found  very  great ;  the  common  farmers 
do  much  of  it.  Tillage  mostly  with  horses.  lu  hiring  forma 
they  wiD  take  100  acreii  with  £200.  Tythes  are  generally  com- 
pounded. The  Baron  bas  £800  a  year  in  tythes,  and  they  pay 
upon  on  overage  2t.  an  acre.  If  distinguished,  wheat  is  it.  at 
fl(f.  Bai'iey,  Sjt.  Oats,  S«,  Pease,  4«.  Memlow,4».  6rf.  Many 
lands  are  hired  to  be  relet.  Population  encreases  very  fast,  and 
the  country  in  every  respect  improves  amazingly.  A  cottage  and 
half  on  acre  40<.  to  £3,  fur  a  cow  3D(.,  generally  have  2  c< 
belly  fidl  of  potatoes  and  oatmeal  for  ilir-about;  keep  2  or  3 
pigs,  and  a  great  deal  of  poultry.  They  are  universally  much 
better  off  in  every  respect  than  20  years  ago.  More  industrious, 
owing  perhaps  very  much  to  the  high  rents ;  insomuch  that  they 
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been  the  pareut  nf  oil  iinprovementa.     All  the  muiures 

>ve  been  found  out  witliin  20  jcara.  Lime  bafl  not  been  used 
more  tban  10  ;ears.  When  Baran  Hamilton  built  tbe  pier  at 
Balbriggen,  in  the  year  1703,  there  was  only  one  sloop  of  culm 
for  bnmiiig  lime  in  a  Bcasoii,  but  now  from  60  to  100. 

Cattle  of  all  sorts  a  >er)-  inferior  object  here.  This  place  ih  in 
Fingal,  which  is  a  territory  from  near  Dublin,  extending  along 
the  liOBst,  inhabited  by  a  ]>eople  they  call  Fingaliana  ;  an  English 
■colony  planted  here  many  years  ago,  sjMsaking  nearly  the  same 
txiguage  aK  tbe  Barony  of  Forth,  but  more  iutermixetl  with  Irish 
in  language,  &c-.  from  vicinity  to  tbe  capital.' 

A  horse  and  car  anil  driver  If.,  two  cars  to  a  driver.  Tbe 
rise  of  labour  great,  20  years  from  id.  to  6i/.  An  exlraordinory 
tircumslAncc  is,  that  Ireland  haa  been  very  prosperous  on  com- 
parison  with  former  times,  and  yet  interest  of  money  now  6  per 
cent,  and  20  years  ago  4^  and  5.  Land  sells  at  under  20  years 
purchase,  fallen  from  '24  in  4  or  fi  years,  owing  partly  to  tbe 
rents  being  run  up  too  high. 

Baron  Hamilton  has  been  a  uiinaidorable  improver  ;  he  took  in 
near  Hampton  150  acres,  mountain  land,  covered  with  scutch 
gnu*,  {trilietim  repent)  turx,  (iilei  europaus)  and  a  little  heath 
{erica  vulgaris)  ]  stubbed  it  up,  ploughed  it  4  times,  limed  it  140 
to  ISO  barrels  each  acre.  Sowed  rye,  sold  it  on  the  land  £7  iO«. 
an  acre.  For  two  successive  years  let  it  at  £4  10*.  an  acre  for 
two  crops  of  oats,  which  yielded  from  16  tu  20  barrels  an  acre; 
ibfiD  two  years  more  at  .£3  I5«,  and  £3  IOj.  the  crops  14  barrels. 
Fallowed  it  to  destroy  scutch  grat>a  for  maslin,  and  then  a  crop  of 
spring  com  with  gmss  seed.  This  is  the  course  in  which  the 
rongh  ground  has  been  generally  improved.  This  soil  clay 
without  mnch  stone.  In  its  rongh  state  worth  only  5*.  an  acre 
to   remain  so,  but    the  Baron   paid  16*.   Gd.      The   lirst  year's 

ipenae  was,  crop  included,  £]0  an  acre,  now  worth  fiOfi.  to  36«. 


The  Baron  carried  me  to  Balbrig^n,  a  little  aea  port 
his,  which  owes  its  being  to  his  care  and  atteDtion.  It 
BUbsiats  bv  its  fishing  boats,  which  he  builds ;  has  23  of 
tbem,  each  carrying  7  men,  who  are  not  paid  wages,  but 
divide  the  produce  of  their  fishery.     The  vessel  takes  one 


e  iJut  Inlh  (his  neighbourhood  and  ihe  dislricc 


I  foluaiEcd  by  Scandinavii 


,n  early  date. 
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sliare,  and  tbe  hands  one  each,  vhicfa  amuiints  on  an 
averaK'e  to  \6».  a  week.  A  boat  costs  from  £130  to  £200 
fitted  out  ready  for  the  fishery :  thej  make  their  own  nets. 
The  [wrt  owes  ita  eiristenoe  to  a  very  fine  pier  which  Baron 
Hamilton  built,  within  which  ships  of  200  tons  can  lay 
their  broad-sides,  and  unload  on  the  quay.  Such  vesBels 
briug  coals  and  culm  from  Wales,  Ac,  The  base  of  the 
pier  is  18  feet  thick,  and  on  the  outside  is  a  considerable 
rampart  of  great  fragments  of  rock,  sunk  to  defend  the 
pier  against  the  waves.  In  moving  these  huge  stones, 
some  of  which  weigh  8  or  10  ton,  the  Barou  made  use  of  a 
contrivance  which  deserves  to  be  generally  known.  They 
are  spread  along  the  shore,  between  high  and  low  water 
mark,  but  to  get  them  to  the  place  where  wanted  was  a 
very  difficult  business.  He  lashed  puncheons  to  them  at 
low  water,  which  floated  them  when  the  tide  came  in,  and 
conveyed  them  over  the  spot  where  wanted  ;  but  in  dis- 
engaging the  casks  from  the  stone  to  sink  the  tatter,  he 
often  had  them  broken,  and  found  many  difficulties.  To. 
remedy  this,  he  had  a  contrivance  very  simple  and  ingenious, 
which  answered  the  puqjose  completely.  The  puncheons 
were  hooped  strongly  with  iron  near  each  end,  and  between 
theseirona  was  a  chain,  from  the  center  of  which  went  an  iron 
tongue.  The  stones,  at  low  water,  were  lashed  round  with 
a  chain  with  open  irons  that  corresjwnd  with  those  tongues 
in  the  cask  chains,  the  one  went  into  the  other,  and  when 
closed  had  a  female  screw  through  all  three ;  through  the 
two  jaws  of  the  one,  and  the  tongue  of  the  other,  a  male 
screw  at  the  end  of  a  bar  was  then  screwed  in  when  the 
stom;  was  ready  to  move.  One  of  8  tons  required  10 
puncheons.  Upon  being  floated  over  the  spot  where  wanted, 
these  bars  were  unscrewed,  and  the  stone  and  casks  dis- 
eng^ed  at  once  without  trouble,  the  one  sinking,  and  the 
casks  floating  away  with  the  chain  that  was  lashed  round 
the  stone. 

Left  Balbriggen  and  went  to  Itally-parth,'  the  seat  of 

Pepper,  Ek[|.,  a  place  TC^ry  agreealili'  wooded  on  a  rising  ground 
above  ■  river. 

■.  Pepppr  kee])»  a  ooiiBiderulile  domi 


'  B«ll;gmrth  CiMle,  co.  Mi«th. 


■Urbic 
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practised  several  parte  of  liiisbiuidr;  with  mui;h  attentian  ; 
baa  laid  down  targe  tracts  to  grass,  which  he  has  mfule  bo 
Uiat  he  coiJd  let  it  readily  for  50*,  to  £3  an  acre.  His 
}  of  crops  has  been  sometimes,  1.  Tumepw.  2,  Barley, 
liver.  4.  Wheat;  andhas  cultivated  [iinieps  incoiiHitlerable 
quantities.  lu  several  jiarticulars,  which  I  saw  myself,  Mr, 
Pepper  appears  au  execlleut  farmer.  Hia  c]uiL'k  fences  were  in 
perfect  order ;  bis  wet  laiidfl  hcilloW'draioed,  and  the  mouths  of 
(he  drains  well  faced  with  stone.  The  old  ditch  earth  on  the 
borders  of  his  fields  was  carting  awaj  to  form  composts ;  he  did 
it  by  contract,  the  men  digging  and  leading  it  from  20  to  30 
perches,  driving  and  finding  hnrses  and  cars  at  5d.  a  score  loads, 
each  a  barrel.  This  is  much  against  the  Irish  cars,  fitr  4  hordes 
carry  but  16  bushels  of  earth,  whereas  3  in  an  English  cart 
would  carry  double  that.  Mr.  Pepper  is  much  a  friend  to  them 
fbr  some  things,  but  in  others  thinks  that  2  horse  carts  are 
preferable  ;  with  2  horses  in  a  well-made  cart,  be  sends  10  barrels 
^tO  Dublin,  whereas  2  horses  in  2  cars  carry  but  5  or  6  barrels, 
'bieb  is  a  great  inferiurity  ;  but  he  likes  the  little  one  horse 
better  still,  which  brings  him  3  barri^lR  of  coals,  lime,  &c. 
A  circainstance  in  Lhe  fattening  of  cattle,  in  which  he  U  peculiar, 
is,  not  letting  his  bulbi  go  among  his  fattening  cows ;  he  never  does 
this,  and  finds  that  they  fat  as  well  without  as  with  it.  In 
breeding  sheep  he  is  attentive,  finding  it  a  pniBtablc  branch  of 
fanning.  He  keeps  his  Iambs  till  they  arc  2-year-olil  wethers, 
and  sells  them  in  spring  at  35i.  each  on  an  average;  but  could 
not  do  it  without  the  assistance  of  turnc[)3.  His  ewes  clip  S  lb. 
of  wool,  and  his  lambs  7  lb.  20  acres  of  grass  will  carry  100 
tbrongh  the  year,  except  the  tumep  season.  Sea-sand  Mr. 
Fepper  spreads  on  his  elay  meadows,  and  finds  the  benefit  of  it 
▼ery  great. 

In  conversation  on  the  common  people,  Mr.  Pepper  aa- 
gnred  me  lie  never  found  them  more  dishoneBt  than  in 
other  countries.  They  would  thieve  alightly  till  they 
found  him  resolute  in  punishing  all  he  discovered;  even 
his  tumepB  have  euficred  very  little  depredation. 

July  20th,   to  Drogheda,'  a  well-built  town,  aetive  in 

trade,  the  Boyne  bringing  ships  to  it.     It  was  market  day, 

Bud  I  found  the  quantity  of  com,  &c.,  and  the  number  of 

iple   assembled    very   great ;    tew  country  markets  in 

'  Co.  Louth. 
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England  more  thronged.  The  Eev,-  Mr.  Nesbitt,  to  -whom 
recommended,  absent,  which  was  a  great  loss  to  me,  as  I 
had  several  enquiries  which  remained  unsatisfied. 

To  the  field  of  battle  on  the  Boyne.— The  view  of  the 
scene  from  a  riatng  ground  which  looks  down  upon  it  is 
exuwdinjily  beautiful,  being  one  of  the  completest  land- 
scapes I  ha.ve  seen.  It  is  a  vale,  losing  itself  in  front 
Ijetween  bold  deuliTities,  above  which  are  some  thick 
woods,  and  distant  country.  Through  the  vale  the 
river  winds  and  forms  an  island,  the  point  of  which  is 
tufted  with  trees  in  the  prettiest  manner  imaginable :  on 
the  other  side  a  rich  scenery  of  wood,  among  which  is 
Dr.  Norris's  house.  To  the  right,  on  a  rising  ground  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  is  the  Obelisk,  backed  by  a  very 
bold  declivity ;  pursued  the  road  till  near  it.  quitted  my 
chaise,  and  walked  to  the  foot  of  it.  It  is  founded  on  a 
rock  which  rises  boldly  from  the  river.  It  is  a  noble 
pillar,  and  admirably  placed.  I  seated  myself  on  the  op- 
posite rock,  and  indulged  the  emotions  which  with  a 
melancholy  not  unpleasing  filled  my  bosom,  while  I  re- 
flected on  the  consequences  that  had  sprung  from  the  vic- 
tory here  obtained.  Liberty  was  then  triumphant.  May 
the  virtues  of  oiir  posterity  Bccure  that  prize  which  the 
bravery  of  their  ancestors  won  !  Peace  to  the  memory  of 
the  Prince,  to  whom,  whatever  might  be  his  failings,  we 
owed  that  day  memorable  in  the  annals  of  Eurojie  ! 

Returned  part  of  the  way,  and  took  the  road  to  Cullen,' 
where  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Forstor  received  me  in  the 
most  obliging  manner,  and  gave  me  a  variety  of  informa- 
tion uncommonly  valuable.  He  has  made  the  greatest 
improvements  I  have  any  where  met  with.  The  whole 
country  22  years  age  was  a  waste  aheeji-walk,  covered 
chiefly  with  heath,  with  some  dwarf  furz  and  fern.  The 
cabbins  and  people  as  miserable  as  can  be  conceived  ;  not 
a  Protestant  in  the  eountn-,  nor  a  road  passable  for  a 
carria^.  In  a  word,  perfectly  resembling  other  moun- 
tainous tracts,  and  the  whole  yielding  a  rent  of  not  more 
than  from  Zs.  to  4«.  an  aci-e.  Mr,  Forster  could  not  bear 
ao  barren  a  property,  and  determined  to  attempt  the 
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improvoQieat  of  au  estate  of  5,000  aores,  till  tlien  deemed 
irreclaimable.  He  encouraged  the  tenanta  byeverj"  species 
of  perBuaaioii  and  expence  ;  but  they  bad  ao  ill  an  opiuiou 
of  the  land  that  lie  was  forced  to  begin  with  2  or  3,000 
acres  in  his  own  hands  ;  he  did  not,  howerer,  turu  out  the 
people,  but  kept  them  in  to  see  the  effect  of  hia  operations. 

These  were  «f  a  magnitude  I  have  ucvei*  lieari]  before  :  lie  liad 
for  several  years  27  lime-kilns  biiruing  stone,  which  was  brought 
four  mileH  with  culm  Crom  Milford  Haven.  He  had  450  cart 
employed  bv  iLcae  kilns,  and  paid  £700  a  ye&r  for  culm  :  tbe 
stone  was  quBrried  by  Irom  00  to  80  men  regularly  at  that  work ; 
this  wns  doing  the  btiainoss  with  iueomparable  9|)irit — yet  had  lie 
DO  peculiar  aiivantugc«,  but  many  circumstances  against  him, 
lUDoi^  which  hii  constant  attendance  on  the  courts,  which  enabled 
him  to  see  Gullen  but  bj  starts,  waa  not  the  least.  The  works 
were  necessarily  left  to  others  at  a  time  that  he  coulil  have 
wished  conatantly  to  have  attended  them. 

^Vhile  this  vast  biisiness  of  liming  was  going  forwards,  roads 
were  also  making,  and  the  whole  tract  inclosed  in  fields  of  about 
10  acres  each,  with  ditches  7  feet  wide,  and  6  deep,  at  li.  a  perch, 
the  banks  planted  with  quick  and  forcBt  trees.  Of  these  I'L-iice.-- 
70,000  jierchcs  were  done. 

In  order  to  create  a  new  luce  of  tenants,  he  filed  upon 
the  most  active  aud  industrious  labourers,  bought  them 
cows,  &c.,  and  adTanced  money  to  begin  with  little  farms. 
leaving  them  to  pay  it  as  they  could.  These  men  be 
nursed  up  in  proportion  to  their  industry,  and  some  of 
them  are  now  good  farmers,  with  4  or  .£500  each  in  their 
pockets.  He  dictated  to  them  what  they  should  do  with 
their  lands,  promising  to  pay  the  loss,  if  any  should 
happen,  while  all  the  advantage  would  be  their  own.  They 
obeyed  him  implicitly,  and  he  never  had  a  demand  for  a 
ahilling  loss, 

He  fixed  a  colony  of  French  and  English  Protestants  uu 
the  land,  which  have  flourished  greatly.  In  Culleu  are 
50  families  of  tradesmen,  among  whom  sobriety  and 
industry  are  perfectly  established. 

Many  of  these  lands  being  very  wet,  draining  was  a  coii~ 
siderable  operation  :  thia  he  did  very  effectuallj,  bnrjing  in  the 
drains  several  millions  of  loads  of  stones. 
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Tlie  mode  in  whioh  the  Chief  Baron  i^arrieil  on  the  improve- 
ment, was  by  fallowing.  He  stubbed  ihe  fiirze,  &a.  and  ploughed 
it,  upon  which  he  spread  from  HO  to  170  barrels  of  linie  per 
Kcre,  proportionin;;  the  quantity  to  the  moiild  or  clnj  which 
the  plough  turned  up.  For  experiment  he  tried  aa  tar  as 
300  barrels,  and  alwajd  fouiu)  that  the  greater  the  quantitj,  the 
greater  the  improvcuieut.  The  lime  eo9t  him  9d.  a  barrel  on 
the  land  :  hiH  usual  iiuantit;  160,  at  the  cx))eucc  uf  £6  an  acre, 
and  the  total  of  that  expeiice  alone  thirty  tbuiiguud  ponmU  I 
After  the  liming,  fallowed  the  land  for  rye,  and  after  ibe  rje 
two  crops  of  oata.  Thronghout  the  improvemenl,  the  linie  has 
been  so  exccedlnglj  beneficial  that  he  attributes  Ids  inccess 
principall;  to  the  use  of  it.  Without  it,  all  other  drcum^tanees 
equal,  he  has  got  3  or  4  barrels  an  acre  of  oats,  but  with  it  20 
and  22  of  barley.  Has  compared  lime  and  white  marble  on  an 
improved  mountain-soil  for  flax,  that  on  the  lime  produced 
1,000  lb.  well  scutched,  the  other  300  lb. 

Bis  great  object  was  to  show  the  tenantry  as  soon  as  he  coidd, 
what  these  improvements  would  do  in  com,  in  order  to  set  them 
to  work  themselves.  He  sold  them  the  corn  crojis  on  the  ground 
at  40i.  an  acre :  the  three  crops  paid  him  therefore  the  expeiice 
of  the  liming,  at  Ilie  game  time  tJiey  were  profitable  bargaina  to 
the  tenants.  With  the  third  eom-crop  the  land  was  laid  down 
tci  grass.  Upon  this  operation,  af^r  the  manuring,  ditching 
and  draining,  the  old  tenants  very  readily  hired  them.  Some 
seeing  the  benefit  of  the  works,  executed  lliem  upon  their 
own  lands;  but  tlic  landlord  advanced  all  their  money,  and 
tmsted  tu  their  success  and  honesty  for  the  payment.  This 
I'hange  of  their 
of  which  he  ha; 
expeuce  of  aboi 
80  acres  each. 

After  si.'i  or  , 
second  time  on 
is  all  let  now 
his    Lordship 


I 


induced  him  to  build  new  farm-houses, 
erected  above  30,  at!  of  lime  and  stone,  at  the 
e  £40  a  house ;  the  farms  are  in  general  about 


leven  years,  the  Chief  Baron  limed  much  of  it  a 
the  sod,  and  the  benefit  of  it  very  great.  It 
on  an  a^'c^age  of  20*.  an  acre.  Upon  the  whole 
s  clearly  of  Dpinion  tliat  the  improvement  has 
been  exceedingly  profitable  to  bim,  besides  the  pleasure  that 
hu  attended  so  uncommon  a  creation.  He  would  rei!ommend  a 
similar  undertaking  to  others  who  possess  wBE(e)<,  an<l  if  he  had 
such  another  estate  he  would  undertake  It  himNclf. 

He  also  allotted  a  considerable  tract  of  many  Bci-es  for  pinuta- 


inthi 


tioiu,  which  ftre  well  placed  uid  fiourishing.  Ridings  are  cut 
them,  nnd  they  form  a  very  agreeable  eceiiery.  Mr.  Forster, 
son,  takes  much  pleasure  ill  adding  to  them,  and  has  intm- 
:d  1700  Borls  of  Europeau  and  American  plants.  The  country 
sheet  tif  com  ;  a  greater  impnirement  I  have  not 
'Iward  ol^  (ir  one  irhich  did  more  genuine  lionour  to  the  person 
that  nntterlook  it. 

This  great  improper,  a  title  more  deserving  estimation 
than  that  of  a,  great  general  or  a  great  minister,  lives  now 
to  overlook  a  country  flourishing  only  from  his  exertions. 
He  has  made  a  barren  wilderness  smile  with  cultivation, 
planted  it  with  people,  and  made  those  people  happy. 
Such  are  the  men  to  whom  monarchs  should  decree  their 
honours,  and  nations  erect  their  statues. 

Some  other  circuuutHnces  I  leaJ'nt  fnim  his  Lonlehip  were  ; 
more  than  half  the  county  of  Louth,  which  is  one  of  the  beat 
Ireland  for  tilUgc,  is  every  year  under  com,  25  years  ago 
10<.  an  acre,  now  21».  Con-acre  rents,  40  yeara 
. — 25  years  ago,  30». — now  £3  12(.  Conjectures 
family  to  every  10  acres  in  the  county,  exclusive  of  towns : 
filnnd  this  by  observing  generally  four  families  to  every  farm 
of  40  acres. 

The  general  course  of  crops  in  Louth  is  :  1.  Fallow,  2. 
Wheat,  the  produce  6  barrels.  3.  Oats,  ditto  IS  barrels.  4. 
Barley,  ditto  IS  barrehi.  5.  Oats.  6.  Grass  seeds  sown,  or  lel^ 
WHte  to  turf  itself. 

In  his  Lonlship's  circuits  through  the  north  of  Ireland  he  was, 

ions,  attentive  to  procure  information  relative   to 

linen  manufacture. 

It   has   been  bis  general  observation,  that   where    the   linen 

"*lure  spreads  the  tillage  is  very  bad.     Thirty  years  ago 

:port  of  linen   and    yam    about   £500,000  a  year;  now 

1,200,000  to  £1.500,000.     The   Chief  Baron  has   taken   some 

plins  to  compare  the  linen  anil  woollen  manufactory  fiir  Ireland, 

found  Irom  tbe  closest  inspection  that  the  people  employed 

in  the  linen  earned  one-third  more  than  those  in  tbe  woollen. 

One  stone  of  wool  is  the  produce  of  an  acre  of  grass,  which  feeda 

two  and  a  half  or  three  sheep.      Raw,  it  in  equal  to  one-third  of 

le  maoQfactnred  value,  and  at   lOj.  is  only  £l  lOi.  gross  pro- 

e  of  flax  at  B  cwt.  and  he  has  had  12  cwt.  wrought 


^Piso. 
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B«speutiiig  the  thieving  diBpOBition  nf  the  commoa 
people,  which  I  bad  heard  eo  much  of,  the  Chief  Baron 
was  of  an  entire  different  opinion — from  hia  own  experience 
he  judged  them  to  be  remarkably  honest.  In  working  his 
improvemenlB,  he  has  lived  in  his  house  without  shutters, 
bolts  or  bars,  and  with  it  half  full  of  tpalpeens,  yet  never 
lost  the  least  trifle — nor  has  he  met  with  auv  depredations 
among  his  fences  or  plantations. 

Raising  rents  he  considers  as  one  of  the  greatest  causes 
of  the  improvement  of  Ireland  ;  he  has  found  that  upon 
his  awn  estates  it  has  univeraally  quickened  their  industnr, 
set  them  to  searching  for  manures,  and  made  them  in 
every  respect  better  farmers.  But  this  holds  only  to  a 
certain  point ;  if  carried  too  far.  it  deadens,  instead  of  ani- 
mating industry.  Be  has  always  preferred  his  old  tenants, 
and  never  let  a  farm  by  advertisement  to  receive  proposals. 
That  the  system  of  letting  farms  to  be  re-let  to  lower 
tenants  was  going  out  very  much :  it  is  principally  upon 
the  estates  of  absentees,  whose  agents  think  only  of  the 
most  rent  from  the  most  solvent  tenant. 

In  conversation  upon  the  Popery  laws,  I  eipressed  my 
surprise  at  their  severity :  he  said  they  were  severe  in  the 
letter,  but  were  never  executed.  It  is  rarely  or  never  (he 
knew  no  instance)  that  a  Protestant  discoverer  gets  a  lease 
by  proving  the  lands  let  under  two-thirds  of  their  real 
value  to  a  Papist.  There  are  severe  penalties  on  carrying 
arms  or  reading  mass ;  but  the  first  is  never  executed,  for 
poaching  (which  I  had  beard),  and  as  to  the  other,  mass- 
houses  are  to  be  seen  every  where :  there  is  one  in  his  own 
town.  His  Lordship  did  justice  to  the  merits  of  the 
Boman  Catholics,  by  observing  that  they  were  in  general  a 
very  sober,  honest,  and  industrious  people.  This  account 
of  the  laws  against  them  brought  to  my  mind  an  admir- 
able eipression  of  Mr.  Burke's  in  the  English  House  of 
Oiramons,  Connivance  is  the  BELAiixioN  of  blavekt, 

KOT  THE   DEFINITION   OF   I.IBEETT. 

The  kingdom  more  improved  in  the  last  20  years  than  in  a 
century  before.     The  great  spirit  began  in  1749  and  1750. 
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I  He  was  assured  that  the  emigrations,  which  made  so 
nnmoh  noise  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  were  printipally  idle 
people,  who,  far  from  being  missed,  left  the  country  better 
by  their  abaence.  They  were  generally  Disaenters,  very  few 
Churchmen  or  Catholicks. 

It  is  found  in  that  manufacture,  that  it  never  flourisheB 
when  oatmeal  is  cheap — the  greatest  exports  of  linen  are 
when  it  is  dearest. 

July  2lBt,  took  my  leave  of  this  prince  of  improvers, 
who  gave  me  a  letter  to  Mr.  Forater  of  Rosay  Park  ; '  bent 
my  course  thither ;  but,  being  from  home,  went  on  to  Ather- 
dee ; '  and  one  of  the  finest  sheets  of  com  I  ever  beheld  is 
from  the  hill  which  looks  down  on  that  town.  It  is  a 
glorious  prospect,  all  waving  hills  of  wheat  as  far  as  the 
eye  can  see,  with  the  town  of  Atherdee  in  a  wood  in  the 
vale. 

To  Dundalk,  the  view  down  on  this  town  also  very 
beautiful ;  swelling  hills  of  a  fine  verdure,  with  many  rich 
inclosures  backed  by  a  bold  outline  of  mountain  that  is 
remarkable.  Laid  at  the  Clanbraasil  Arms,  and  found  it 
a  very  good  inn.  The  place,  like  most  of  the  Irish  towns 
I  have  been  in,  full  of  new  buildings,  with  every  mark  of 
increasing  wealth  and  prosperity.  A  cambrick  manufac- 
ture was  established  here  by  Farliament,  but  failed ;  it 
was,  however,  the  origin  of  that  more  to  the  north. 

July  22nd,  left  Dundalk— Took  the  road  through  Ra- 
vensdale  to  Mr.  Fortescue,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter ;  but 
iinfortunately  he  was  in  the  south  of  Ireland.  Here  I  saw 
many  good  stone  and  slate  houses,  and  some  bleach-greens; 
and  I  was  much  pleased  to  see  the  inclosures  creeping  up 
the  sides  of  the  mountains,  atony  as  they  are.  Mr. 
Fortescue's  situation  ia  very  romantic  on  the  aide  of  a 
mountain,  with  fine  woods  hanging  on  every  side,  with  the 
lawn  beautifully  scattered  with  trees  spreading  into  them, 
and  a  pretty  river  winding  through  the  vale,  beautiful  in 
itself,  but  trebly  so  on  information,  that  before  he  fiied 
there,  it  was  all  a  wild  waste.  Benta  in  Bavensdale  10«. 
mountain  land  2h.  6d.  to  5a.  Also  large  tracts  rented  by 
villages,  the  cottars  dividing  it  among  themselves,  and 
making  the  mountain  common  for  their  cattle. 

'  RiuhwN  Park,  near  Slmoe,  co.  Mealb.  '  Anlee,  co.  Louth. 
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Breakfasted  at  Newry.'  the  Globe,  another  good  inn. — 
This  town  appears  exceedingly  flourJBbing,  and  is  very 
well  built ;  yet  40  years  ago,  I  was  told  there  were  nothing 
but  mud  cabbina  in  it :  this  great  rise  has  been  much 
owing  to  the  canal  to  Loch-Neagh.  I  crossed  it  twice — it 
is  indeed  a  noble  work.  I  was  amazed  to  see  ships  of  150 
tons,  and  more,  lying  in  it,  like  barges  in  an  English  canaL 
Here  is  a  considerable  trade. 

Take  the  road  tti  Market-hill ; '  the  town  parka  abont  Newry 
let  up  to  £2  and  £3  an  &cre,  which  is  here  English  mciuure. 
They  sow  oata  chiefly  as  I  advanced,  with  a  little  barley — no 
fallowB,  Slid  but  little  clover.  Within  4  miles  of  .Market-hill, 
the  course  ; 

1.  OatB.  2.  Oats.  3.  Oata,  4.  Oats.  5.  Oats,  and  then  leave 
it  to  the  rubbish,  which  comes  for  3  or  4  years  :  some  potatoes, 
and  after  it  flax.  I  am  now  got  into  the  linen  country,  and 
the  worst  husbandry  I  have  met  with ;  my  Lord  Chief  Baron 
IB  right.  Rents  IOj.  to  \Ss,  the  English  acre;  all  tlie  farms  are 
very  small,  let  to  weavers,  &c.  They  measure  by  the  boll  of  10 
bushels ;  a  good  crop  of  oata  three  to  four  and  an  half. 

This  road  is  abominably  bad,  continually  over  hills, 
rough,  stony,  and  cut  up.  It  is  a  turnpike,  which  in  Ire- 
land ia  a  synonymous  term  tor  a  vile  road  ;  which  is  the 
more  extraordinary,  aa  the  bye  ones  are  the  finest  in  the 
world.  It  is  the  effect  of  jobs  and  imposition,  which  dis- 
grace the  kingdom ;  the  presentment  roads  show  what 
may  be  done,  and  render  these  villainous  turnpikes  the 
more  disgusting. 

Called  al  Lord  Gosfort'n,  to  whom  I  had  been  introduced  by 
Lord  Ilarcourt;  but  he  was  not  yet  come  from  Dublin;  his 
■tewnrd,  however,  gave  me  the  few  following  particulars.  About 
Harket-hill  they  measure  by  the  English  acre,  and  let  from  St. 
moimtain  to  12k.  and  14*.      The  courses  are : 

1.  Oats.  2.  Oats.  3.  Oats.  4.  OaW.  3.  Oats.  6.  Oat^ 
then  leave  it  to  itself  to  graie  3  or  4  ycare,  this  on  good  strong 
land  ;  on  worse  3  or  4  of  oats,  and  3  or  4  of  grass,  that  is  weeds ; 
they  reckon  the  best  management  to  lime  it  on  the  sod,  then  3 
crops  of  oats,  and  3  years  left,  and  that  one  Uming  will  last  many 

'  Newry,  CO.  Down.  '  Market- h ill,  co.  Armagh. 
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Meunre  hj  bolls,  each  10  buabels ;  now  6  buabeU  of  oats  to  an 
acre;  a  good  crop  is  60  bushels,  but  that  is  eztraordinar}',  i  or 
D  bolls  common ;  and  the  crops  will  hold  good  through  the  whole 
course,  the  first  will  be  the  worst.      Another  eourge : 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  tlax,  or  oats.  Also  after  several  crops  of 
mta,  plough  thrice  and  sow  flax  seed,  2  busbels  to  an  acre,  and 
yield  12  to  IS  stone  to  every  bushel  of  seed.  Never  sow  flax 
twice  running,  Plant  )6  to  18  bushels  of  potatoes  on  an  acre; 
they  do  uot  live  entirely  on  them,  but  have  oatmeal,  oaten  bread, 
les  llesb  meat,  once  or  twice  a  week.  In  spinning,  a 
woman  will  do  5  or  6  hanks  a  week,  and  get  30t.  for  it  bj  hire, 

wages  for  half  a  year;  a  ^rl  of  13  years  old  three  halfpence,  or 
two-pence  a  day.  A  man  wilt  earn  by  weaving  coarse  linen  I*,  id. 
sod  U.  Gd.  by  fine  linen.  The  manufacturers  live  better  than  the 
labourers  ;  they  earo  iUi.  %il.  a  week  in  winter,  and  in.  in  suromer. 
Manufsrturen  have  all  from  6  to  IS  acres  from  6f.  to  20«.aaacre, 
■ad  the  house  into  the  bargain  ;  generally  2  or  3  cows,  and  a  bit 
.pf  flax  enough  for  half  a  bushel  or  a  barrel  of  seed,  at  3  bushels 
.to  an  acre.  The  country  labourers  have  also  from  6  to  10  acres. 
A  cabbin  without  land  Jil  U.  a  year.  Cloth  and  yaro  never  so 
dear  as  at  present,  and  people  all  employed. — none  idle.  A 
«Ottage-biiilding  US,  ditto  stone  and  slate  £S0.  A  great  rise  of 
'bcith  labour  and  provisions ;  20  years  ago  beef  I  cJ.  and  t^d.  per  lb. 

d  labour  3i^.  and  4d.  a  day. 

Religion  mostly  Roman,  but  some  Presbyterians  and  Church  of 
England. — Manufacturers  generally  Protestants, 

The  manufacturers'  wives  drink  tea  for  breakfast.  No  cattle 
but  for  couveoience  among  the  small  farmers.  No  farms  above 
fattening  cows  and  bullocks, 
e  lime,  of  which  20  to 


I  Very  few  sheep  in  the  country.     Maim 


I  60  barrels 


per 


t  U.  6t/.  will  last  for  < 


:   best  for  light 


■  land — marie,  grey  and   white,   best  on   heathy  ground.      Some 

OBpers'  waste  at  Armagh  and  Newry,  but  not  much. 

Beached  Armagh  in  the  evening;  waited  on  the  Pri- 
l-mate.' 

July  23rd,  his  Grace  rode  out  with  me  to  Armagh,  and 
I  showed  me  aome  of  the  noble  and  spirited  works  by  which 

'  This  energetic  Amhiiinliop  wns  Richard    RobinBon,  whn  had  been 

■  Uthop  of  Ferns  and  ihcn  of  Kildore.     He  was  created  Lord  Itokeby  in 
J.I77T,  the  year  after  Young's  visit. 
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he  has  perfectly  changed  the  face  o£  the  neighlxmrhood. 
The  buildings  he  has  erected  in  7  years,  one  would  suppose 
without  previous  information,  to  be  the  work  of  an  active 
life.     A  liat  of  them  will  juatify  this  observation. 

He  has  erected  a  very  elegant  palace.  90  feet  by  60,  and 
40  high,  in  which  an  unadorned  simplicity  reigns.  It 
is  light  and  pleasing,  without  the  addition  of  wings  or 
lesser  parte,  which,  too  frequently  wanting  a  sufficient 
uniformity  with  the  body  of  the  edifice,  are  unconnected 
with  it  in  effect,  and  divide  the  attention.  Large  and 
ample  offices  are  conveniently  placed  behind  a  plantation 
at  a  small  distance :  around  the  palace  is  a  large  lawn, 
which  spreads  on  every  side  over  the  hilla,  and  skirted  by 
young  plantations,  in  one  of  which  is  a  terrace,  which 
commands  a  most  beautiful  view  of  cultivated  hill  and 
dale.  The  view  from  the  palace  is  much  improved  by  the 
barracks,  the  school,  and  a  new  church  at  a  distance,  all 
wMch  are  so  placed  as  to  be  exceedingly  ornamental  to  the 
whole  country. 

The  barracks  were  erected  under  his  Grace's  directions, 
and  form  a  large  and  handsome  edifice.  The  school  is  a 
building  of  considerable  extent,  and  admirably  adapted  for 
the  purpose :  a  more  convenient  or  a  l>etter  contrived  one,  is 
no  where  to  be  seen.  There  are  apartments  for  a  master,  a 
school-room  56  feet  by  28,  a  large  dining-room  and  spacious 
airy  dormitories,  with  every  other  necessary,  and  a  spacious 
play-ground  walled  in ;  the  whole  forming  a  handsome 
front :  and.  attention  being  paid  to  the  residence^  of  the 
master  (the  salary  is  ^£400  a  year),  the  school  flourishes, 
and  must  prove  one  of  the  greatest  advantages  to  the 
country  of  any  thing  that  could  have  been  established. 
This  edifice  entirely  at  the  Primate's  espence.  The  church 
is  erected  of  white  stone,  and  having  a  tall  spire  makes  a 
very  agreeable  object,  in  a  country  where  churches  and 
spires  do  not  aboimd — at  least  such  as  are  worth  looking 
at.  Three  other  churches  the  Primate  has  also  built,  and 
done  considerable  reparations  to  the  cathedral. 

He  has  been  the  means  also  of  erecting  a  public  in- 
firmary, which  was   built    by    subscription,  contributing   ! 
amply  to  it  himself. 

A  public  library  he  has  erected  at  his  own  expence,  given  ( 
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■ilarge  collection  of  books,  and  endowed  it.     Tlie  room  is 
_  «icellently  adapted,  45  by  25,  and  20  high,  with  a  gallery, 
aad  apart  me  ota  for  a  librajian. 

He  liB.8  further  omameated  the  city  with  a  market- house 
and  shambles,  and  l>een  the  direct  means,  by  giving  leases 
upon  that  condition,  of  almost  new  building  the  whole 
place.  He  found  it  a,  nest  of  mud  cabbins,  and  he  will 
leftTe  it  a  well-built  city  of  stone  and  slate.  I  heard  it 
asserted  in  common  conversation,  that  hie  Grace,  in  these 
noble  undertakings,  had  not  eijiended  less  than  X30.000, 
besides  what  he  had  been  the  means  of  doin^.  though  not 
directly  at  his  own  eitptence. 

When  it  is  considered  that  all  this  has  been  done  in  the 
short  term  of  seven  or  eight  years,  I  should  not  be  accused 
of  exaggeration,  if  I  said  they  were  noble  and  spirited 
works  undertaken  upon  a  man's  paternal  estate,  how  much 
more  then  are  they  worthy  of  praise  when  enecuted  not 
tor  his  own  posterity  but  for  the  public  good  ?  Amidst 
Buch  great  works  of  a  different  nature,  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  his  Grace  should  have  given  much  attention 
to  ^riculture ;  yet  has  he  not  neglected  it.  In  order  to 
improve  the  breed  of  cattle  in  the  country,  he  brought  from 
England  a  bull  and  several  cows  of  the  true  Teeswater 
breed,  of  a  vast  size,  with  short  Holdemesse  horns ;  they 
a  great  quantity  of  milk,  and  he  has  preserved  the 
.  pure  and  to  their  size,  by  feeding  the  calves  with 
tpuch  attention :  they  have  a  considerable  quantity  of 
Biilk  given  them  while  at  grass. 

In  the  husbandry  of  the  neighbourhood  no  other  corn  is 
raised  than  oats,  and  they  have  a  notion  that  wheat  will 
not  do  here :  to  convince  them  of  the  contrary,  the  Primate 

^—iuLB  fallowed  a  lai^  field,  manured  it  differently  for  a  com- 

^ksuison,  and  sowed  wheat.     The  crop  I  viewed,  and  found 

^B|  a  very  fine  and  a  very  clean  oue. 

H^  In  onler  that  I  might  l>e  well  informed  about  the  linen 

manufacture,  his  Grace  was  so  obliging  as  to  send  for  one 

of  the  most  considerable  merchants  in  the  city,  Mr,  Mac- 

eough,  who  very  intelligently  gave  me  all  the  particulars 

I  wanted. 


.    The  following  c 
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Armagh  the  farms  are  very  ainall ;  tLe  principal  people  occupy 
from  40  to  GO  acres,  tliene  sow  Bome  flax  as  well  as  raise  com,  but 
in  general  they  are  frnin  6  to  20  acres  ;  the  only  object  the  liaea 
munufaeturu.  This  ia  the  ease  all  the  way  to  Newry  ;  alio  to 
Monagban,  but  in  that  county  tlie  fanns  are  somewhat  larger. 
Towards  i.urgan,  Dunganncm,  and  Stewart' a- toirn,  much  the 
same.  Rent!  aronnd  Armagh  are  from  7s.  to  ISs.  Much  moun- 
taiu  let  in  gross  by  town-landa  not  measured;  average  iOi.  The 
whole  county  much  lower.  To  Newry  10«.  To  Duugannun  lit. 
ToLiirgan  10».  The  manufacturers,  under- tenants  on  the  church- 
lands,  have  leases  of  14  years;  on  other  lands  3  lives,  which  make 
a  visible  difference  in  culture.  A  manufacturer  who  has  10  acre* 
will  keep  2  eowa  and  a  horse,  a  pig,  but  not  much  poultry ;  he  will 
iow  1 5  or  2  bolls  of  oats  on  3  acres — a  bushel,  or  I J  of  flax-seed 
on  a  rood  or  a  mod  and  a  half,  and  half  an  acre  of  potatoes,  or  as 
much  as  he  can  dung.      His  course  is  : 

1 .  Potatoes.  2.  Flax.  3.  Oats,  and  let  it  then  lay  for  pasture, 
not  sowing  in  general  any  grasaes — some  of  tbem  a  little  clover; 
the  benefit  of  which  is  very  great.  When  his  son  grows  up  and 
marries,  he  rmiversally  divides  bis  farm  with  him,  building  a  nevr 
mud  cabbin  ;  thus  farms  are  constantly  growing  less  and  less.  This 
is  found  very  hurtful,  by  reducing  them  so  low  that  they  will  not 
supply  tlie  people  with  neceaaaries.  Scarce  any  of  them  have 
potatoes  and  oats  to  feed  their  families ;  great  importations  from 
Lonth,  Meath,  Monaghan,  Cavan,  and  Tyrone,  besides  what 
comes  occasionally  from  England  and  Scotland.  Their  food  prin- 
cipally potatoes  and  oatmeal,  very  little  meat;  the  better  sort, 
however,  buy  some  beef  for  winter,  but  it  is  not  common.  Many 
of  them  live  very  poorly,  sometimes  having  for  8  months  only 
potatoes  and  salt  and  water.  There  are  few  labouring  poor  un- 
connected with  the  manufacture,  but  when  it  is  not  in  a  very 
flourishing  state,  they  lire  better  than  those  employed  by  linen. 
No  flax-farmers ;  scarce  any  but  what  is  raised  in  patches  by  the 
cottars.  Upon  light  or  mountain  lauds  they  prefer  the  American 
flax-seed.  Upon  heavy  or  clay  lands  they  sow  Kiga  Dutch,  or 
Flanders  seed;  the  quantity  they  get  is  more  and  better  in  quality 


than  from  the  American,  and  will 

they  never  save  seed,  pulling  it  green :  but  for 

save  as  mnch  as  they  can. 

I  was  informed  that  the  prodi 
oilinesB  of  it,  and  that  the  goodn 


r  flue  linens 


of  the  flax  depended  on  tl 
of  the  tinen  on  not  being  U 
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muth  bleBched.  wliicb  is  only  an  exbalation  of  the  oil.  If  ao,  it 
should  appear  timt  ptiffecting  tbe  seed  mimt  injure  both  linenand 
flax :  but  still  the  contrarj  Li  the  opiiiiun  here.  The  quantity  of 
seed  from  2|  to  3  bushels  per  acre :  or  4  bushels  of  their  own, 
from  the  idea  that  it  is  not  so  well  saved. 

They  plough  tlieir  potatoe-laod  or  barley -stubble  once  the  end 
of  March  or  April,  aud  how  it.  Bnt  it  is  found  by  several  that 
the  belt  flax,  aud  the  greatest  quantity,  is  by  sowingtbeir  poorest 
lands  that  have  been  run  out  by  oats,  upon  3  ploughings,  and  the 
rettson  they  do  it  not  more  is  for  want  of  ability  to  give  the  3 
ploughings.  They  weed  it  very  carefully.  They  generally  pull 
it  the  latter  end  of  July  and  the  beginning  of  August,  and  imme' 
diately  ripple  it  to  get  tbe  seeds  off,  and  then  lay  it  into  water 
from  6  or  7  to  12  days,  according  to  the  soltneus  of  the  wat«r, 
tijing  it  before  they  take  it  out :  tbe  softer  the  water  the  shorter 
the  time,  generally  bogs  or  pools,  the  bog  the  best.  They  lay  it 
BO  thick  as  to  611  the  pool.  ^Vhen  they  take  it  out,  they  spread 
f.it  on  meadow  groimd  from  10  to  13  days,  according  to  weather; 
tit  that  is  very  bad,  much  of  it  is  lost.  Upon  taking  it  up,  they 
^  dry  by  laying  it  in  heaps  on  a  hurdle  fixed  upon  post»,  and 
makingafireof  turf  under  it.  As  fiist  as  it  dries,  they  beat  it  on 
Manes  with  a  beetle,  then  they  scutch  it  to  separate  the  heart  or 
the  thoeet  from  the  rest.  Mills  are  invented  for  this,  which  it 
tJhey  use,  they  pay  \».  Id.  a  stone  for  it.  which  is  cheaper  tbaa 
what  their  own  labour  amounts  to.  They  next  send  it  to  a  flax- 
beokler,  which  ia  a  sort  of  combing  it,  and  separates  into  two  or 
tbree  sorts;  here  generally  two,  tow  and  llax.  In  this  state  it  la 
,V>leable.  The  crop  is  from  1 8  to  48  stones  per  acre  of  flax  rough 
■outching.  The  medium  Is  30  stone,  and  it  sella  frutn  6a.  Sd. 
.  Much  Dutch  flax  is  imported,  alt>ci  from  Riga,  Konings- 
■nd  Petersburg,  which  generally  regulates  the  price  of  their 
:  the  12  head  Petersburg  is  much  the  best  of  tbe  common 
son,  12  head  Narva  not  no  good,  but  Marienlmrg  better  than 
Narva.  The  9  heads  to  a  bunch  coarse.  Dutch  blay  and  Dutch 
white,  good  and  wirey  :  but  the  best  of  all  is  tbe  silver  blay  from 
Bristol,  wbich  comes  down  the  Severn  :  it  ia  fuller  of  oil,  sniler 
and  better  than  any  other  sort.  The  average  price  of  their  own 
£2  8»,  to  £-2  I2j.  per  cwt.  or  7».  to  7a.  6d.  a  atone.  It  is  liked 
better  than  the  imported. 
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Expence  of  an  acre  of  laail  under  flai. 
R«ut  [ii.'a.  Tlcir  10*.  an  acre,  aboTemenlioned,  includes 

ditch,  kc.\ £ 

Seed  hougbt  from  10>,  lo  13j.  a  bitihcl.    Average  IS«.  3 

bmhfils 

One  plaughiiig 

Carrying  r.rrtW  clodaand  stones  by  their  wives  and  i-bil- 

dren,  G  wnmcn,  an  ai:re  a  diiy 

Woedinp,  10  women  snaere  in  adaj,  4rf 

Fulling  b;  wnmen  and  childrvn,  12  a\  *d. 

Rippling  by  men  and  women,  say  4  men  at  l(W.   ,     .     . 
Laying  il  in  the  waicr  acwiniing  to  distancp,  «ay  .      .      . 

Taking  il  oul  and  spreading 

Taking  up,  drying  and  lieelling,  ii  women  a  day  at  Ad. 
Scutching  30  sloneat  it.  id. 

Total    i 


[July, 


If  let  to  a  man  who  shoulil  farm  llax,  the  labour  wnnld  be  much 
higher,  as  it  ia  here  reckoned  only  at  the  earning,  which  they 
oould  make  by  the  manHfaetiire,  and  not  the  rate  at  whirh  thej 
work  for  othem.     Heckling  is  \i.  \d.  a  atone. 

We  next  enme  to  the  maniiraettire.  The  stone-rongh  after 
heckling  will  produce  Bib.  dax  for  coarse  linen,  and  3^  lb.  of  tow. 
The  8  lb.  will  spin  into  20  dozen  of  yam,  or  20  hanks  or  5  apanglea 
fit  for  a  ten  hundred  cloth,  which  is  the  commiin  sort  here  ;  ant" 
the  eHTninga  in  spinning  will  be  from  5>.  to  6f.  8i/.  the  &  spangleH, 
and  it  is  very  good  work  to  do  that  in  SO  days  by  one  woman ;  in 
common  23  tlays,  conseijnently  they  earn  something  better  than 
3d,  a  da^.  Seven  and  a  half  spangles  will  weave  into  a  piece  of  ] 
linen  (ten  hundred  s<>rt)  of  23  yards  long,  and  yard  wide.  Thus  [ 
one  stone  and  a  half  of  dax  at  Ti.  a  Eitone,  market-price,  will  make 
that  piece.  But  the  tow  remains  4  J  lb.  which  is  2>.  2ii.,  of  which 
they  make  a  coarser  linen.  30  stone,  the  produce  of  an  acre,  make  J 
therefore  20  such  pieces.  The  price  of  this  cloth  is  from  ten- 
pence  halfpenny  to  eleven-pence  halfpenny  a  yard  brown,  the  state 
in  which  they  sell  it.  Average  eleven-pence.  The  fined  price 
for  weaving  it  is  two-pence  halfpenny  a  yard.  But  this  is  when 
the  poor  are  not  able  to  raise  it,  and  work  for  hire  for  l}iof<e  who 
advance  them  the  yarn.  A  great  deal  is  done  in  this  mamier,  a« 
well  RBby  thufiG  whoraisetheflax.andgo  through  the  whole  of  the 
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tion.  When  the  wearer  bail  made  liis  piece  of  cloth,  he  goes 
he  mftrket  of  Armagh,  which  is  every  Tuesday,  and  sella  it  to 
the  draper  aa  he  would  any  other  cummodity.  always  receiving  the 
money  on  tlie  »put,  as  there  is  no  credit.  The  draper  Damea  the 
price,  and  tlie  man  takes  nr  refuses  it.  There  are  many  drB|)ers, 
so  that  the  man  triea  whom  be  pleases :  there  is  no  combination 
against  the  seller,  but  rather  a  competition.  The  draper  generallj 
has  the  bleach-greens ;  and  the  expence  to  him  of  bleaching  is 
£4  IO4.  Co  £5  a  pack  of  30  pieces,  nr  3ji.  to  3».  2d.  a  piece.  Then 
he  either  sends  it  to  factors  in  tendon  or  Dublin,  or  sells  it  at  the 
Linen-hall  in  Dublin.  Some  go  over  to  Chester  fair  themselvea, 
and  dispose  of  it  there.  In  Londun  he  gives  7  months  credit :  in 
Dublin  2  or  3  :  but  if  be  goes  himself  to  the  hall,  he  gets  part 
ready  money.  The  London  factor  has  6  per  cent,  for  selling  and 
advancing  the  money  as  soon  as  sold,  and  half  per  cent,  for  ware- 
house room  anil  insurance  from  Gre.  This  is  the  principal  part  of 
the  trade  about  Armagh. 

In  general  the  mftnufiwrtiire  was  at  the  height  in  1770  and 
1771.  In  1772  and  1773  there  was  a  great  decline,  both  in 
price  and  quantity.  In  1774  very  low.  till  May ;  when  a 
sodden  rise  from  a  apeculation  of  seiiding  to  Ainerica,  and 
for  the  demand  of  the  Spanish  flota,  which  was  detained  a, 
year  for  want  of  coarae  linens,  not  being  able  to  be  sup- 
plied from  Qertnany  as  usual:  and  since  May,  1774,  it  has 
continued  very  flourishing,  but  is  not  yet  equal  to  wlia.t  it 
was.  The  decline  in  1772  and  1773,  owing  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  credit,  and  to  the  want  of  a  market ;  but  let  me 
observe  that  a  convulsion  in  credit  necessarily  contracts 
the  market.  Another  circumstance  was  the  price  of  bread 
in  England,  which  they  think,  was  so  high  that  the  English 
could  not  afford  to  buy  much  of  these  coarse  linens,  of 
which  they  are  the  great  consumers.  Germany  they  con- 
sider as  the  great  rival,  and  not  Scotland.  It  is  thought 
that  their  flai  is  well  cultivated,  and  admits  of  no  great 
improvement.  The  emigrations  were  chiefly  in  1772  and 
1773.  Many  weavers  and  spinners,  with  all  their  families, 
went.  Some  farmers,  who  sold  their  leases,  went  off  with 
sums  from  XlOO  to  £300  and  carried  many  with  them. 
They  stopped  going  when  the  war  broke  out.  In  1772  and 
1773  many  turned  farming  labourers,  which  is  not  the  case 
when  the  trade  is  high. 
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The  religion  generally  Eoman,  some  PresbyterianB :  Pro- 
testants emigrated  most.  The  Oak-boys  aod  Steel-boys 
bad  their  rise  in  the  increase  of  rents,  and  in  oppressiTe 
county  uessea. 

July  24th.  took  my  leave  of  bis  Grace,  and  breakfaaled 

with  Maiwell  Close,  Esq ;  at ,  who  was  so  kind  as 

to  mention  a  few  circumstanceH  in  addition,  and  some  in 
contradiction,  to  what  I  had  learnt  at  Armagh. 

The  msniifBCture  at  its  greatest  height  at  preseut;  tlie  price 
greater,  and  the  quantitj  aleo.  The  emigrations  natliinir  about 
Armigh  ;  but  Anirim,  and  Downe  and  Derry,  many,  cbiefty  idle 
fellows,  who  have  not  been  the  least  iiiissed:  some  went  with 
money,  but  the  sums  not  considerable.  It  was  said  that  Lord 
Donnegal's  high  rents  were  the  cause  ;  but  when  they  went  they 
sold  their  leases,  and  got  £20,  £30,  or  £40  for  many,  and  it  was 
this  money  chiefly  carried.  A  weaver  will  earn  from  If.  t^  1«.  4tl., 
a  farming  tabom-er  6<l. 

Course  of  Crops.  I.  Potatoes,  All  their  diuig  for  them,  the 
produce  40  or  50  barrels  i  the  best  sorts  are  the  London  Lady, 
French  white,  black  Spanish.  2.  Bere.  .1.  Flax,  the  produce  48 
atone,  scutched,  at  Bj.     4.  Oats. 

Lime  used  much,  the  price  lOd.  to  1*.  6d-  a  barrel.  Maria 
under  the  bogs,  white  and  light,  but  little  used.  Tythes,  oats 
2<.  6d.  to  St.  6d.  Barley  5a.  Vear's  purchase  of  land  fell  much  in 
1772  and  1773.     There  are  many  middle  men. 

The  Oak-hoys  began  at  Blewatone  npon  the  cuiintj  cca«  ;  but 
in  a  moment  rose  to  rents,  tythes,  bogs,  and  every  thing  else  :  idle 
rascals  all  that  went  to  America. 

Mr.  Close  has  had  rerj  fine  tumeps.  with  which  he  fed  fat 
wethers  Irom  autumn  for  the  spring  markets,  and  gained  thereby 
1^  a  pound  dillerence  in  price- 
Took  a  ride  to  see  the  neighbouring  country  by  Killilean- 
liill,  Fellowa-hall,  Woodpark-Iodge,  Lialoony,  Tinan,  and 
Glaslougb,'  which  indeed  is  a  round  that  shews  the  country 
to  advantage ;  it  is  a  continued  picture  r  stop  where  you 
please,  you  are  in  the  midst  of  a  beautiful  landscape.  The 
hills  are  waving  in  every  variety  of  outline  that  can  be 
imagined ;  there  is  a  great  plenty  of  wood,  every  tree  of 
which  is  seen  to  advantage  from-^e  inequality  of  surface. 


I 


'  Killylea  and  Tyaa 


1.  Armagh  ;  Glasliiugh,  co.  Monaghi 


naghan.  I 


1776.]  ARMAGH.  125 

It  is  3.  chearful,  l-eautiful  country,  and  well  worth  a  tra- 
■veller's  time  to  take  this  ride,  in  order  to  see  it.  Ireland, 
notwithBtauding  her  general  nakedneeB,  contains  some 
scenes  of  beauty  in  which  wood  bears  a  considerable  share. 

Cftlleil  in  our  ride  at  Mr.  Leely's  at  Gasloiigli,  viewed  some  of 
his  great  improvenieiita  :  he  was  absent,  but  Mrs.  Lenly  was  k> 
obliging  as  to  walk  through  the  woods  with  lie.  The  lake  is  a 
large  one,  containing  120  acres,  aud  the  wood  of  lOOaeres  spreads 
over  a  fine  bold  hill,  and  hangs  down  to  the  water  in  one  deep 
shade,  the  elTect  remarkably  beautifnl ;  athlitional  plantations  are 
made,  and  walks  cut  through  the  whole.  In  the  evening  Mr.  Lesly 
came  to  Mr.  Close's,  and  I  then  had  the  pleasure  of  learning  tbat 
much  of  his  domain,  from  being  a  poor  waste  tract  of  little  value, 
WKS  converted  to  what  I  had  seen,  that  is,  to  very  fine  grass  land. 
The  soil  is  stiff  cold  clay,  the  spontaneous  growth  rushes,  4c. 
ploughed  most  of  it  first,  and  then  manured  it  with  either  lime  or 
marlo :  of  lime  from  100  to  120  barreli*  per  acre,  at  7d.  a  barrel 
on  the  ground  from  stone  and  turf  of  his  own.  Then  took  a  crop 
of  wheat,  which  proved  very  fine :  afler  the  wheat,  laid  it  down 
with  oitta  and  hay-seed,  the  oats  very  good.  Sowed  the  seeds  of  a 
hay-loft  with  clover:  ha^  used  much  compost  made  of  ditch 
scDwerings,  lime,  marie,  &c.  and  spread  it  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  lime;  some,  after  the  land  was  lai'l  to  grass,  hut  did  it  best  on 
the  fallow.  Mnch  of  the  land  so  wet  that  hollow  drains  were 
necessary,  and  made  so  as  to  lay  the  lands  dry ;  the  cuts  very 
numerons.and  proved  effective.  His  fences  are  excellent,  2  rows  of 
qnick,  and  a  ditch  6  hy  7,  a  dry  hedge  at  top,  and  the  back  dresned 
and  plantec)  with  forest  trees  paled  in.  Mr,  Lesly  has  found  tlie 
business  of  improvement  profitable,  so  that  if  a  tenant  had  the 
money  necessary,  he  would  find  it  to  be  the  best  work  he  could 
engage  in  with  a  view  to  profit  alone. 

July  2Slh,  returned  through  Armagh.  Passed  Sir  Capel  Moly- 
neux's  domain,  which  seema  an  extensive  and  very  fine  one,  Near 
it  I  observer)  that  the  soil  was  one  of  the  finest  red  sandy  loams  I 
have  any  where  seen,  and  several  pieces  of  potatoes  were  planted 
in  drills,  which  is  a  practice  I  had  not  jet  remarked.  Dined  with 
Mr.  Workman,  at  Mabon  : '  about  that  place  the  size  of  their 
farms  are  from  10  to  20  acres,  at  about  12>.  to  ISt.  an  acre  ;  and 
e  of  them  hiring  20  acres,  will  let  off  J  or  6  at  I8j.  to  20«.  an 

'  Magban  House,  co.  Armagh. 
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IB  itir-abotit,  potaUic«,  bread  of  maNlin  or  wheat,  and  some  meat 
aace  &  fortnif(ht,     Thejr  ore  well  i;loBthed,  and  have  pleatj  of  fuel; 


ffithSi 


B  will  hare  ISO  ki^hes  of  turf  a  y 


will  bave  between  a  mod  aud  balf 
acre  of  potatoes ;  2  to  4  acres  of  oats,  and  will  n 
horse,  2  or  3  cc 
potiltry.    FigB  depend 


«  of  flax . 


I 


jouii^  beast,  and  a  pig,  but  not  much 
potatoes. 
Their  course :  1.  FoUtoes.  2.  Flax.  3.  Oats,  or  4.  Oate,  and 
then  leave  it  to  grass  itself.  Si'aree  any  fellow,  a  few  sow  clover, 
which  increases,  to  mow  for  soiling  their  cows.  The  weaTere 
unirersally  earn  much  more  than  the  few  country  labourers 
there  are.  The  beat  llax-«eed  for  clay  land  tbe  Dutch,  and 
for  light  land  the  American.  Scarce  any  of  them  save  their  own 
seed,  consequently  no  rippling ;  it  must  stand  then  till  dead 
ripe,  which  they  think  lessens  the  quantity,  and  makes  it  courser. 
The  richer  the  land  tbe  better.  Sow  geuerally  on  one  ploughing. 
They  weed  it  with  much  care.  In  watering,  clay  water  reckoned 
much  better  than  bogs,  wbich  they  are  leaving  off.  In  general 
they  scutch  it  themselves,  and  it  is  cheaper  than  the  mills.  Mr. 
Workman  has  paid  I(.  Hd.  for  it  by  hand,  and  U.  Id.  to  the  mills, 
and  found  the  former  cheaper;  more  flax  from  hand,  and  much 
cleaner.  Immediately  after  acutching  it  is  saleable  in  the  market. 
Price  of  flax  6i.  to  13».  scutched. 

Itent £0  13    0 

Seed  ii  biuheU,  at  lOi ISO 

One  ploughing  and  harrowing OSO 

Weeding 0     0  10 

PnllingV  women 

Laying  in  water 010 

Taking  it  uiit  and  Hpreoding 030 

Taking  up,  drying,  nnij  beetling 0    8    0 

[Some  beetle  it  Willi  brtaii,  which  ii  to  the  full  aa  good 
OS  the  beetles,  and  is  done  for  a  third  of  the  money.] 

Scutching  S5  stone,  at  li.  Ed. 117     6 

Then  ready  for  market  

£i   13     4 

Heckliag 15    0 

Value  before  heckling,  from  6>.  to  131.     Average  B<.       ,   10     D     0 

h  stone,  after  heckling,  will  produce  8  lb.  flax  for  coarse 


]  LURGAN.  127 

:  and  4  lb.  of  dreued  tow,  and  Bome  for  bacheH*.  The 
_  iTa  earn  (h>m  3d.  to  id.  a.  daj       The  (reavers  earn  lOd.  to 

It.  4d.     The  course  clirtha  and  yam  never  so  high  as  at  ptesent. 

Weavers  very  often  turn  labourera,  which  in  attributed 
to  BO  many  being,  contrary  to  law,  bound  apprentiowi-lor  2 
years,  instead  of  5 ;  by  which  means  they  are  bad  hands, 
and  can  only  do  the  very  coarsest  work.  As  to  health, 
from  the  sedentary  life,  they  rarely  change  their  profession 
for  that.  They  take  eieriiiae  of  a  different  sort,  keeping 
packs  of  hounds,  every  man  one,  and  joining  ;  they  hunt 
hares :  a  pack  of  houods  is  never  heard,  but  all  the  weavers 
leave  their  looms,  and  away  they  go  after  them  by  hundreds. 
This  much  amazed  me.  but  assured  it  was  very  common. 
They  are  in  general  apt  to  be  licentious  and  disorderly ; 
but  they  are  reckoned  to  be  rather  oppressed  by  the  county 
cesses  for  roads,  &c.  which  are  not  of  general  use.  There 
ia  some  wheat,  and  about  Kilmore'  a  good  deal ;  a  middling 
crop  5  barrels.  Outs  yield  here  6  barrels  on  an  average. 
Mr.  Workman,  9  years  ago,  introduced  the  use  of  lime,  and 
they  are  since  coming  fast  into  it :  the  effect  is  very  great, 
though  the  soil  is  a  wet  loam  on  clay  without  any  stones. 
No  draining.  They  are  in  general  very  bad  farmers,  being 
but  the  second  attention,  and  it  has  a  bad  effect  on  them, 
stiffening  their  fingers  and  bands,  so  that  they  do  not  re- 
turn to  their  work  so  well  as  they  left  it. 

In  the  evening  reached  Mr.  Brownlow's,  at  Lurgan,'  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  some  valuable  information.  This 
gentleman  has  mode  very  great  improvements  in  his 
domain  :  he  has  a  lake  at  the  bottom  of  a  slight  vale,  and 
around  are  three  walks,  at  a  distance  from  each  other ;  the 
tenter  one  is  the  principal,  and  ertends  two  miles.  It  is 
well  conducted  for  leading  to  the  most  agreeable  parts  of 
the  grounds,  and  for  commanding  views  of  Loch  Neagh, 
and  the  distant  country ;  there  are  several  buildings,  a 
temple,  green-house,  Ac.  The  most  beautiful  scene  is 
From  a  bench  on  a  gently  swelling  hill,  which  rises  almost 
on  every  side  from  the  water.  The  wood,  the  water,  and 
the  green  slopes  here  unite  to  form  a  very  pleasing  land- 
Let  me  observe  one  thing  much  to  his  honour  ;  be 

■  Kilmore,  CO.  Armagh.  '  Lurgan,  <n>.  Annagh. 
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advancea  his  tenants  money  for  all  the  lime  they  cbuse, 
and  takes  payment  iu  8  years  with  rent. 

Upon  enquiring  concerning  the  emigratione,  I  found  that 
in  1772  and  1773.  they  were  at  the  height;  that  some 
went  from  this  neighbourhood  with  property,  but  not 
many.  They  were  in  general  poor  and  unemployed.  They 
find  here  that  when  provisions  are  very  cheap  the  poor 
spend  much  of  their  time  in  whisky -houses.  All  the 
drapers  wish  that  oatmeal  was  never  under  \d.  a  pound. 
Though  farms  are  exceedingly  divided,  yet  few  of  the 
people  raise  oatmeal  enough  to  feed  themselves ;  all  go  to 
market  for  some.  The  weavers  earn  by  coarse  linens  1*.  a 
day,  by  fine  Is.  id.  and  it  is  the  same  with  the  spinners, 
the  finer  the  yam  the  more  they  earn  ;  but  in  common 
a  woman  earns  about  3d.  For  coarse  Imens  they  do  not 
reckon  the  flax  hxirt  by  standing  for  seed.  Their  own  flax 
is  much  better  than  the  imported. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

Markft  day  at  Lnrgan.— Warren's  Town. —The  Steelboyfl  and  (tokbojB. 
— Bleauhing  greens. — Tbo  cihurch  at  Hillaljorough.  — LiBbame. — 
BelfBBf.  — Newtown  Sicwart.— Fisheries  at  Portafeiry.— Cheap  pro- 
vUions. — Barurj  of  Lecftle. — Castleward, — Hctum  loBclfasL — Cora- 
merce.— Kmigraliuns. — Sbaneg  Caiitle. — Farming  in  partnership. 

THIS  being  market  day  at  Lurgan,  Mr,  Brownlow 
walked  to  it  with  me,  that  I  might  see  the  way  in 
which  the  linens  were  sold.  The  cambricks  are  sold  early, 
and  through  the  whole  morning ;  but  when  the  clock 
strikes  eleven  the  drapers  jump  upon  stone  standings,  and 
the  weavers  instantly  flock  about  them  with  their  pieces : 
the  bargains  are  not  struck  at  a  word,  but  there  is  a  little 
altercation,  whether  the  price  shall  lie  one-halfpenny  o 

Sony  a  yard  more  or  less,  whifh  appeared  to  me  uselesa.  J 
le  draper's  clerk  stands  by  htm,  and  writes  his  master's  I 
name  on  the  pieces  he  buys,  with  the  price;  and,  giving  it  J 
'c  to  the  seller,  he  goes  to  the  draper's  quarters,  and* 
ia  his  coming.    At  twelve  it  ends ;  then  there  is  an  hourfl 
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formeaauriDgthepieceB,  and  paying  the  mouey;  for  nothing 
but  ready  money  U  taken;  andthisis  the  way  thebueinesB 
is  carried  on  at  tJl  the  markets.  Three  thousand  pieces  a 
week  are  sold  here,  at  358.  each  on  an  average,  or  X5,250, 
and  per  annum  £273fiO0.  and  this  is  all  made  in  a  circum- 
ferenee  of  not  many  miles. 

The  town  parka  about  Lui^an  let  at  40«.  an  acre,  but 
the  country  in  general  at  14*.  The  husbandry  is  eiceed- 
ingly  bod,  the  people  minding  nothing  but  flai  and  potatoes. 

Leaving  Lurgan  I  went  to  Warreuatown,'  and  waiting 
upon  Mr.  Waring  had  some  conversation  with  bim  upou 
the  state  of  the  country.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
emigrations  bad  not  thinned  the  population,  for  at  present 
they  are  crowded  with  people ;  but  he  thinks  if  the  war 
ends  in  favour  of  the  Americana,  that  they  will  go  off  in 
aboals.  Very  few  Boman  Catholics  emigrated,  llie  rising 
of  the  Steel-boya  was  owing,  ae  they  said,  to  the  increase 
of  rents,  and  complaints  of  general  oppression;  but  Mr. 
Waring  remarked,  that  the  pardons  which  were  granted 
to  the  Oak-boys,  a  few  years  before,  were  principally  the 
cause  of  those  new  disturbances. 

CriiBS  the  road  to  Mr.  C!ibborn"«,  who  gate  me  much  iiiror- 
malion  of  the  greateit  ralue  concerning  tbe  linen  nianiirsctnre. 
First,  ill  rcEpect  to  the  Hbx  ;   the  following  i^  tbe  expeiice  of  an 


Kent 

Four  bnsheborwefl  lOi 

Two  ilays' work,  ploughing.  j£C 

Stoning,  one  woman,  i  cliys 

FIbji  sown  on  ■  lay.  no  weeding  (the  oiher  12  day*  i>f 

wom«n.  «l6i/.) 

Palling,  12  ditto 

Four  men  uanrring  one  to  water,  and  2  ilaya  of  1  herae    . 

Takinifoul  and  gpreading,  16  women -     . 

T&king  up,  lining, -t  women  a  Hay 

Beetling,  *  men  3  dayi  beetling,  and  -1  women  lo  dry  it 

Twelve  kisb  (iflurf 

Scutching 

Carried  oter       

'  Waringslown,  Co.  I)i>wi). 
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Sume  sold  then,  and  wimc  mil  till  beikled,  which  for  1U 

■lone  the  arre,  I«.  :lil -J  10    0 

U  19  10 

Taliie  al'ter  muU'hing,  7i.  &d 16     D     O 

Eitppnces 13    3  10 

I'rnMt I    16     S 

At^er  heckling;,  2s.  6d, 

The  utoai:  ot'lUx.  roii^h  after  hei^klinp.  wilt  pi-oduce  3|  or  3f  lb. 
of  flftx  fur  1800  litieii.  stid  llio  3|  will  »p\a  into  60  hankB  lit  for 
an  1800  linen.  Spinnera  are  fiencralt.T  hirc<l  Dt  lOi.  Gd.  and  l'2i. 
the  quarter,  besides  board  and  lodjiing:;  and  for  that  they  spin 
4  hanks  a  week  of  6  hank  jam  for  IGOO  linen,  and  3  a  week  of  8 
and  9  bank  yarn  for  1700  linen.  As  soon  as  the  yarn  is  spun  it 
is  boiled.  The  boiling  changes  it  1  hank  in  a  pound  ;  6  hank 
jarn  will  become  7.  If  flax  is  given  out  to  be  spun,  they  will 
get  3d,  H  lipiik  for  6  hank  yarn  for  spinning  it,  and  they  do  ime 
a  day.  The  linen  made  here  ia  from  8  hundred  to  24  ;  of  coarse 
linen  10  hundred,  tbe  common  i  and  of  line,  13, 14,  and  15.  Tfaa 
pieces  are  25  yards  long,  and  yard  wide. — 53  Hanks  for  a  web 
of  leOO, — 63  fur  1800.-49  Hanks  will  make  a  piece  (n  arb)  of 
1400,  which  sells  at  2Qd.  brou-n.  The  weaver  u  paid  lOi.  for 
weaving  the  14  hundred  web,  and  he  will  weave  it  in  9  days. 
For  cambricks  the  yarn  is  nut  boiled,  and  therefore  so  much 
6ncr;  they  will  earn  more  at  it  than  at  linen,  but  is  not  so 
saleable. 

Much  done  by  drapers  advancing  the  yarn,  and  paying  for  tbe 
weaving  at  so  much  a  yanl.  For  8  hundred,  2\d.  a  yard. — 10 
ditto,  3lrf.— 13  ditto,  3irf.— 16  ditto,  7d.—^8  ditto,  lOfi— 24 
ditto,  U.  Tjrf. — The  finer  the  linen  the  more  they  cam.  In  line 
linen,  going  from  it  to  the  plough  or  spade,  &c.  hurts  their  handa 
so  much,  that  they  do  not  recover  it  for  a  week  ;  but  not  comraott 
for  them  to  do  it. 

I  Stone,  3f  lb. — 60  hanks — 15  weeks — I  woman.  2  Stona 
30.  3  Stone  45.  J  Stone  7^.  85  Stone  52. ^Weaving  6 
hanks  into  a  web  of  ISOO,  he  has  30f.  for  it,  and  does  it  in  12 
days  ;  but  all  preparations,  dressing,  &c.  included,  it  will  be  tliree 
weeks,  at  which  rate  he  can  work  for  a  year. 

The  prices  of  tbi*  cloth  are  : 
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WARHKNSTOWN, 


Market  High. 

Uid. 
.  U  EJrf. 
.      1-.     iid. 


7  ilido 
0  ditio 

•A  ditio 


K?7( 

^^Bhot.      In  bleaching  it  is  eteepetl  in  pold  ri 

^^^  not  at  nJl ;  tlien  to  the  wuBli-mills  for  washing  ;  then  boiled  in 
barilla  aslieH,  (or  America  or  Russia  pot-aeh)  iiupurCed  from 
Alicant  to  Newry  or  DeltaHt ;  the  qtmntitj  of  the  barilU  uncnrUiQ, 
about  lialf  a  huahet  to  100  pieces.  Boiling  6  baun.  Washed 
tboTDUglily  af^r  this  and  spread  on  grass  for  4  dajs ;  lift  it  and 
boil  it  again  as  before;  then  to  the  grass  again,  and  repeated  till 
ne«rlj  vhite  for  rubbing.  Next  put  it  into  a  uald  of  snap,  and 
from  thence  into  the  nib  boards;  if  coarae  cloth  oncrubeullident, 
bnt  for  fine  three  or  four.  After  rubbing,  washed,  an<l  put  to 
tower  in  vitriol  and  water,  34  hours  will  do.  but  10  dnja  no 
injurfi  fine  eluth  3  serves,  one  after  every  rub,  but  for  eiiarse 
fme  rub  is  auflicient.  This  Eowering  merelj'  for  cleansing  and 
purging.  After  sowering  it  baa  a  scald  of  soap,  Ironi  which  well 
truhed,  wrung,  and  made  ready  fur  starch  and  blue ;  then  dried 
and  beetled,  which  is  dune  by  a  mil],  afler  which  done  up  with 
*  screwiog  machine  fur  aale.  The  expence  of  bleaching  3<.  a 
|ttece,  for  coarse  4s.  middling  5i.  line  6^.  These  the  particulars 
commonlj  known  among  bleachers  ;  there  arc  secrete  in  the  trade 
which  they  of  course  do  not  communicate,  but  not  so  many,  I 
apprehend,  as  generally  supposed ;  for  where  there  are  few,  or 
eyen  none,  but  with  an  appearance  of  them,  alt  is  supposed 
by  the  vulgar  to  be  mystery.  Upon  the  above  account  1  have 
only  to  remark,  that  tlie  rubbing  appears  to  me  an  operation 
for  giving  the  cloth  beauty  at  the  cxpence  of  strength.  It  is  a 
moit  Kvere  operation,  being  drawn  between  boards  full  of  teeth, 
which  are  made  for  the  profesKetl  purpose  of  adding  to  the  friction ; 
and  the  eflect  is  such,  that  large  quantities  of  knap  are  con- 
atantly  taken  out  of  the  machine.  This  is  a  very  fine  invention 
for  wearing  out  a  manufacture  as  soon  as  made. 

Mr.  Clibbom  was  ready  enougli  to  confess  that  this  work  is 
d  too  far;  but  the  I.<ondon  drapers,  he  says,  demand  thick 
i  and  this  operation,  contracting  the  breadth  of  the  piece. 
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gives  it  &  thick  appearance,  which  tbey  are  Toad  of.  Tbe  beet- 
ling does  Dot  appear  to  me  to  be  near  so  serere  an  operation, 
is  a  continued  sj'Btem  of  perpendicular  Btrokea  upon  the  clotli 
wound  rouncl  a  cylinder,  for  the  purpose  of  smoothing  it,  and 
giving  it  a  glosa.  It  ia  sold  at  Dublin  ;  half  the  manufaclure  to 
London  from  Newrj.  Belfast,  or  Dublin.  Cambrick  all  aold  in 
Dublin  :  it  encrcaaes  much.  In  1771  more  goods  made  than  at 
prexent.  England  the  great  consumption  of  Irish  lineuB.  Scot- 
land nor  Germany  interfere  with  those  above  described.  No 
rivals  in  the  Irish  7-Rtb9  and  3-4tb8  yard  wide,  but  in  tlie  dowlas 
and  diaper  the  Germans  ;  and  in  sheeting  the  Russians.  The 
dowlas  and  sheeting  are  made  in  King's  and  Queen's  Coiuity,  and 
Weatmenth.  Diapers  liere,  in  which  the  same  yarn  ta  above, 
the  breadths  variims,  and  the  weavers  make  mnre  by  it  than  by 
linen.  Tbe  trade  as  brisk  nt  present  as  the  rest.  Hands  are 
plentiful  for  the  demand,  notwithstanding  the  emigrations  ;  but 
the  men  do  not  work  more  than  half  what  they  might  do,  owing 
to  the  cheapness  of  provisions  making  them  idle,  as  they  think  of 
nothing  more  than  the  present  necessity.  A  general  remark  of 
all  who  know  the  trade,  that  when  provisions  are  dear  the  more 
goods  come  to  market,  what  they  raise  themselves  not  half  feed- 
ing them.  A  child  7  years  old  earns  Id.  a  day  spinning.  There 
are  as  tnauy  employed  in  diaper  as  in  cambricks.  Manufacture 
not  double<l  in  13  years,  about  1-tbird  or  1-fourth  increase  in  that 
time.  The  present  high  price  of  linens  and  yam  attributed  to 
the  encreased  demand  at  Manchester  for  yam ;  it  is  now  9rf.  B 
bank.  Also  to  the  Spanish  market  fur  linen  being  almost  a  new 
trade.  Likewise  to  foreign  linens  coming  dearer  at  market  than 
formerly.  The  weavers  and  spinners  generally  live  upon  oatmeal 
and  potatoes,  and  milk,  with  meat  once  a  week,  and  have  their 
belly  full. 

A  farm  6  acres ; — 1.  §  Hay.  1.  Rood  flax.  I.  Acre  (wtatoe*. 
1.  Oats.      2.  Cows.      1.  Horse.      2.  Sheep.      Rent  £5  12j. 

1.  Potatoes  usually  160  bushels  to  the  acre.  2.  Flax.  3.  Oats. 
4.  Left  2  years. 

1 .  Plough  3  or  4  times  for  flax.  2.  Wheat,  or  barley.  3.  Oats. 
*.  Oats.     S.  Left. 

Very  few  save  their  seed ;  but  this  more  than  usual,  owing  to 
the  import  from  America  falling  off.  Much  damnged  by  standing 
fi)r  leed  from  Jiring,  and  a  great  chance  run  of  losing  the  crop ; 
but,  if  the  weather  good,  not  the  worse  for  coarse  linen,  but  will 
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not  do  at  all  ftir  fine.  Cla;  land  does  best  fur  it.  Thej  nee 
roach  Itroc,  140  barrels  per  acre,  at  la.  Id.  at  kiln,  and  6d.  more 
carriage  :  Uiey  lay  it  on  for  wlieat  and  barley.  It  is  reckoned  to 
pay  80  well,  tbat  atl  use  it  who  are  able. 

Hem  ofacabbinandgarden £1    10     0 

^G^aKl  for  a  «>w 1   10    0 
Hny  for  diito ^    .     .     .       1   10    0 
j£*   10     0 
Many  weavers'  families  have   tea  for  breakfaift.      Renta  rather 
rer  than  4  or  5  years  ago. 
Leaving  Warreuatown,  reached  Hillsborough  that  night  j 
pasBed  thro'    Dromore,   a  miBerable    nest  of    dirty  mud 
cabbins.'     Lord  Hillsborough  has  marked  the  approach  to 
his  town  bj  mauj  email  plantations  on  the  tops  of  the 
hille,  through  which  the  road  leads.     The  inn  of  his  build- 
ing is  a  noble  one  for  Ireland, 

July  27th.  walked  to  the  church  built  at  the  eipence  of 
Lord  HillBborough  ;  there  are  few  such  in  Ireland.  It  is 
a  Tery  handsome  atone  edifice,  properly  ornamented,  and 
has  a  lofty  spire,  which  is  a  fine  object  to  the  whole  country. 
The  form  of  the  church  is  a  cross,  the  body  of  it  160  feet 
long,  and  the  cross-isle  120.  Tlie  step  to  the  communion 
table  is  of  one  stone  out  of  his  lordship's  quarry,  21  feet 
long  and  2  broad.  To  the  improvements — the  late,  woods, 
and  lawn  are  pretty  ;  but  a  well-built  and  flourishing  town 
in  the  hands  of  an  absentee,  whose  great  aim  is  to  improve 
and  adorn  it,  does  him  more  credit  than  twenty  domains. 

Beached  Lisbume,'  and  waited  on  the  Bishop  of  Downe,' 
who  was  80  obliging  as  to  send  for  an  intelligent  linen- 
draper,  to  give  me  such  particulars  as  I  wanted  of  the 
manufacture  in  that  neighbourhood. 

About  this  place  chiefly  fine  cloth,  from  M  to  21  hundred. 
The  Hpinnen  arc  generally  hired  by  the  quarter,  from  10«.  to  12*. 
lodging  and  board,  and  engaged  to  spin  5  banks  of  8  hank  yam 

'   Dromore  and  BilUboroiIgh,  co.  Down.  '  Lisbum,  co.  Antrim. 

*  John  Trstl,  chaplain  di  the  Lord  Lieiitenan'.,  wuh  Bishop  of  Uonn 
idConnurfrom  l7Gfi  to  178:1. 
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To  the  U  huml.  lineti  46  Lanks— 18  -iilto  S8  hanks— 21  ditto 
ti6  hanks. 
In  weaving  it  is  common  fur  one  miin  to  have  aevcral  looms,  at 
which  joiime^rmcn  weavers  work,  wlio  are  paid  their  lodging  and 
board,  and  one-third  of  what  they  earn,  which  aity  come  to  2«.  a 
week  on  an  average. 

The  drapers  advance  t^  jarn,  and  pa;  for  the  weaving  bj  the 
yard.  For  a  IS  huailid.—  la  ditto  Qi/. — 2t  ditto  l«.  l^d. 
For  18  hiind,  liuen,  a  woman  spins  6  hanks  a  week,  which  6  hanks 
weigh  about  a  poiitid,  at  the  price  of  bit.  a  hank.  The  manufacture 
carried  on  iii  the  country  very  ranch  by  little  farmers,  who  ha»e 
from  S  to  10  acres;  and  uuiveraully  it  is  found,  that  going  to  the 
plough  or  spade  for  a  day  or  two  spoils  them  for  their  weaving  as 
many  more.  Think  that  flax  that  has  stood  till  seed  is  ripe, 
will  not  do  for  moi-e  tham  a  1600  neb.  Rent  for  sowing  flax  on 
potatoe  land  id.  a  perch  long  of  21  feet  and  10  broad.  The  crop 
at  a  medium  10  stone  from  a  bushel  of  seed.  The  atone  16  lb. 
A  stone  of  good  tlax,  rough,  will  produce  S  lb.  after  heckling,  and 
spin  into  it  as  many  hanks  per  lb.  as  the  sort  is ;  that  is,  6  hanks  of 
6  hank -yarn,  7  of  7.  The  weavers,  spinners,  &c.  live  in  general 
on  potatoes  and  milk,  and  oat-bread,  and  pome  of  them  meat  oucc 
a  week. — Will  work  only  for  supjiort ;  meal  and  cloth  never  cheap 
together,  for  when  meal  is  cheap,  they  will  not  work.  Rent  of 
land  from  IOj.  to  '22s. 

Leaving  Lisburue,  took  the  road  to  Belfast,  repeatmg  my 
enquiries  ;  in  a  few  miles  I  found  the  average  rent  16j.  per 
Cunningham  acre.  Much  tlax  sown,  three  bushels  and  a  half  of 
seed  generally  sown  to  an  acre.  Eight  stone  of  flax,  from  half  a 
bushel  of  seed,  is  reckoned  a  very  gooii  crop.  If  they  have  not 
land  of  their  own  for  sowing,  they  pay  12*  rent  for  what  half  a 
bushel  rei]uires  ;  this  is  £4  in.  per  acre,  but  it  includes  ploughing, 
harrowing,  and  getting  ready  for  the  seed. 

Rent,  Ao £*    i     ' 

Weeding 0     a     i 

Fulling,  12  women,  at  8rf.  a  day 0     K     i 

Watering,  dimmiiig,  and  stones,  6  men  a  day  at  9c/.    ...       04 

Taking  and  grassing,  6  women  a  day 0    4' 

Taking,  hfting,  mnd  drying,  gcnerully  in  the  sun,  G  women 

None  rippled. 

Seutchingat  mills,  Is.  4rf.  a  stone,  fl6  stone 3U    . 

£•}     4 


id. £36     a     8 

Eippnwa 943 

Profit £16  18     6 

Heckling  la  U.  'id.  a  ntiiiie,  and  half  the  weight  ia  lost;  the  pro- 
duce will  be  41b.  Hal  and  41b.  tow,  whicli  the  Scotch  generally 
buj  at  3f/.  a  lb.  To  a  stone  heckled  there  are  90  liankt ;  and  to 
the  web  of  cloth  there  arc  38  hankn  for  [Le  weft,  and  30  for  the 
warp.  A  weaver  ia  three  weeks  doing  it,  and  is  paid  17«-  From 
Lbbiime  t<i  Belfast,  on  thu  river  Leggnn,'  there  are  13  or  13  bleach 
greens.  The  counties  iif  Downe  and  Antrim  are  computeil  to 
moke  to  rhe  amount  of  £800,000  a  jreai-,  and  near  one-third  of  it 
in  tlitB  vale. 

Fea.scd  Lord  Dungamioii'a  at  Bcvcr,  whose  plantations  are  got 
up  t<>  D  fine  shade  bj  means  of  planting  very  thick  ;  went  to 
CoAtle •liill,  Mr.  Townlej  Blackwood's.  Henta  there  are  \^x.  an 
acre,  Cunningham-measure.  Average  of  the  county  of  Downe 
lOt.  Sowing  clover  with  tlax  is  practised  here,  coming  tn  much, 
and  fuund  to  be  very  beneficial. 

tl  Id  the  evening  to  Belfaat.  I  had  letters  to  Mr.  Portia 
■Dd  Mr.  Holmes ;  but  upon  calling  at  their  houses,  found 
-the  firBt  in  England  and  the  other  in  the  country  -.  so  con- 
mderable  a  plaice  as  Belfast  demanded  a  better  account 
than  I  could  give  without  assistance.  At  dinner  at  Mr. 
Blackwood's,  a  Doctor  Halidaj  was  mentioned  as  a  gentle* 
man  of  general  knowledge,  and  at  the  same  time  of  a 
liberal  disposition  :  it  was  the  only  name  I  knew  at  Belfast 
after  mj  two  letters  proved  useless,  I  determined  to  make 
known  to  this  Dout^r  Halidaj  mv  wants,  and  beg  his 
assistance  in  gratifying  them,  and  accordinglj  wrote  a  note 
and  sent  it.  He  also  in  the  country.  Still  I  was  unwilling 
to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  Belfaat ;  and  as  I  had  planned 
going  to  Strangford,*  and  from  thence  to  Lisburne  in  my 
way  north,  I  determined  upon  returning  again  to  Belfast, 
in  order  for  a  farther  chance  of  meeting  with  somebody  that 
could  answer  me  a  few  questions  about  the  progress  of  the 
,  .  flomnierce  of  the  place. 

'  Kver  logon.  '  Strangford,  co.  Down, 
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July  28th,  took  the  road  to  Portaferry,'  by  Newtown, 
where  I  breakfasted ;  it  is  an  improving  place,  belonging 
to  Mr.  Stewart,  who  has  built  a  very  handBotne  market- 
house,  and  laid  out  a  square  around  it,  which  he  designs 
building.  I  was  informed  here  that  the  linen  manufacture 
is  much  leae  considerable  than  it  was.  Since  the  decline  of 
1772  and  1773,  many  weavers  they  told  me  had  turned 
labourers,  but  the  spinning  business  continues  as  much  as 
ever. 

Leafing  the  town,  the  road  leads  at  once  to  the  shore  of 
Stnuigfurd  Loch,  where  I  obaerved  heaps  ol"  while  sheila ;  and,  upon 
enquii'y,  fuinid  that  they  dig  them  at  low  water  in  the  Loch  in 
any  quantities :  thej  lay  them  on  their  lands,  but  do  not  find  thst 
they  loat  ao  long  as  lime.  Farms  rise  to  40  acres ;  rents  lfl».  to 
31*.  Cnnningham -measure.  Wheat  yields  to  30  bushels;  oats 
tu  40*. 

As  1  advanced,  making  further  enquiries,  still  I  was  told  that 
tlie  weaving,  at  present,  was  not  near  so  good  as  7  years  ago. 
Flax,  in  some  parishes,  pays  no  tythe ;  iri  others,  it  is  taken  in 
kind.  Two  bushels  of  potatoes,  on  a  ridge  7  yards  long  and  S 
wide,  is  a  very  good  t-rop.      RentK  from  lOf.  to  21,>. 


1.  OatoonUy.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Oals.  4.  Barley,  fl.  Oats. 
6.  Barley.  7.  Oals.  a.  Left  for  lay,  a  few  sow  clover  or  rye 
grass  for  2  yeai-s. 

Pass  Newtown  Stewart,"  a  row  of  neat  stone  and  slate  eabbins, 
in  the  neighbcmrhood  of  some  new  plantations  which  aurround 
im  improved  lown,  where  Mr.  Stewart  intends  building.  The 
Koil  is  in  general  light,  dry,  nandy  or  gravelly.  Sea-wrack  is 
collected  fur  burning  into  kelp  all  along  the  coa.st  of  the  Loch. 
There  arc  many  lime-kitiis  all  (he  way  to  Portaferry  ;  I  was  told 
35,  and  that  13  years  ago  there  was  only  one,  so  mnch  is  the  im- 
provement of  land  inureasing.  The  atone  is  brought  by  sea 
from  Carlingford,  and  burnt  with  coals  and  turf.  The  expence 
reckoned  If.  Id.  a  barrel.  It  lasts  10  years.  Shells  are  some 
time  before  they  work,  but  they  laat  longer  than  lime,  directly 
contrary  to  what  1  was  told  before,  from  whence  one  may  suppose 
the  point  disputable.  Renta  16*.  to  20j.  Remarked  seyeral 
great  rocks  on  the  shore,  which  seem  to  have  n 

'  Portaferry.  cti.  Down. 


"  Not  Newlown  Sltwart,  co.  Tyrone. 
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s  coftst,  which  U  not  rockj,  nor  at  all  in  unison  with  auch 
ftagnients. 

Re&chetl  Fortoferr;,  the  t«wn  and  seat  of  Patrick  Savage,  Esq ; 
who  took  every  means  of  procuring  me  information  concerning 
that  neighbonrhood. 

July  29th,  collected  some  concerning  the  fisheries.  It  is  a 
summer  hetTing-fishcr;  for  the  home  consumptiun  of  the  country ; 
they  are  now  taken  chiefly  off  the  peninsula  of  Arda.  Foi-merly 
the  great  take  waa  in  the  Looh,  till  within  these  4  years.  To  the 
whole  coast  they  reckon  that  there  are  400  boats ;  Ihey  are  of  4 
or  0  ton  bnrthen,  and  coat  £15  a  boat,  tlie  uata  cost  £10  and 
there  are  4  to  each  boat.  A  boat  will  catch  6  maze  of  herrings 
'  'it,  each  SCO;  and  they  sell  at  6<.  Sd.  a  maze  on  an 
tTenige :  it  U,  however,  a  precarious  fishery.  In  1774  it  was 
good :  in  1778  very  bad  ;  this  year  it  has  begun  finely.  It 
the  12th  of  July,  and  fiaishea  the  end  of  September.  It 
Is  In  general  carried  on  by  shares;  the  boat  and  nets  have  one- 
half,  and  the  4  men  the  other  half.  They  earn,  upon  an  average, 
£1  I*,  each  a  week  by  it ;  110  boats  belong  tn  Portaftrry.  The 
men  are  chiefly  from  the  coimtry  ;  the  whole  barony  of  Ards  are 
fishermen,  sailors,  and  farmers,  by  turns.  This  little  port  has  a 
tolerable  share  of  trade :  they  have  12  ships,  which  go  annually 
til  Loch  Swilly  herring- fishery,  which  i«  a  winter  iiue.  on  the 
bounty  of20«.  a  Um;  they  lave  IS  ships  beluuging  lo  the  place, 
from  30  to  ISO  tons,  at  fi  men  eai'h,  and  many  others  traile  here. 
Coals  are  brought  from  Whitehaven,  and  Irom  Guttenburgh,  and 
Norway  timber  and  irim.  Trade  increasen,  and  the  place  is  much 
more  flourishing  than  it  was. 

Bode  in  the  eTenin^  to  MilleD  Hill  on  the  coast  of  Ards, 
to  Bee  the  herring  fleet  go  out.  It  is  in  the  town-land  of 
Tara,  and  ia  an  excellent  spot  for  a  light-house,  which  ia 
muoh  wanted  on  this  coast,  for  it  is  exceedingly  rocky  and 
dangerous  from  St.  John's  point  to  Donaghadee,  bo  that  no 
■winter  passes  without  shipwrecks,  and  in  some  there  are  a 
dozen.  Under  the  hill  appeared  the  north  and  south  rock, 
with  foul  ground  all  around.  A  light-house  might  be  built 
here  for  ^60,  and  the  annual  eipence  would  not  exceed 
^150. 

I      The  barony  of  Ards  is  in  general  a  wel,  strong,  or  clay  soil. 
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widi  a  pood  deal  of  bog ;  lets  on  an  average  at  10^.  fid.  d 
the  whole  county  10*.  the  eUeof  tlie  farmB  on  a  medium  about  40 
acres,  a  few  up  to  100,  and  tnanj  down  to  5  id  wearcra'  hands. 
Course  of  crops, 

1.  Potatoes  dunged  for.  2.  Wheat  yields  from  28  to  40  hiuhels, 
but  reckon  it  by  cwti.  3.  Barley.  4  Oat«.  S.  Clover  for  5 
years,  or  elnver  and  hay-seeds  in  case  designed  to  lay  longer,  8, 
7,  and  S.  Oats.      Also, 

1.  Potatoes.     2.  Flax.     3.  Corn.  fif. 

A  great  deal  of  lime  useil  from  Cariingford;  the  stone  is 
brought  and  buiiit  with  Milford  or  Scotch  culm,  and  costs  them, 
when  burnt,  about  llii.  a  barrel.  It  has  been  found  very  bene- 
ficial, has  been  used  about  10  or  13  years :  it  does  best  on  middling 
land  neither  very  dry  nor  wet.  Sea-nand  ia  much  used  for 
strong  clay,  and  bring?  the  finest  crops  that  can  be.  Whil 
marie  IVom  under  the  bogs  they  prefer  to  lime  ;  it  improves  lau 
■o  much  that  it  will  never  be  as  bad  again.  Wherever  they  cb 
get  shell  sand,  they  do,  and  find  the  benefit  very  great :  sea-wee 
they  also  use  for  tlieir  barley  landi>,  what  they  get  in  winter;  bi 
in  aummer  they  dry  and  bum  it  into  kelp.  Cattle  very  trifling, 
only  small  ttocks  for  convenience.  The  principal  religion 
Presbyterian. 

If  a  weaver  has,  as  moat  have,  a  crop  of  flax,  the  wife  a 
daughter  spin  it  and  Uv  weaves  it :  if  he  is  not  a  weaver,  1 
employed  by  his  farm,  they  carry  the  yarn  (o  market.  The  diet 
of  the  poor  is  oaten  bread,  potatoes,  milk,  herrings,  &c.  The 
little  farmers  generally  have  meat  once  a  week  in  Kummei 
salted  for  winter.  All  keep  cows,  pay  for  summer  grazing  £1  7f. 
and  buy  hay  for  tho  winter  to  the  value  of  £1  IOji.  They  all 
keep  pigs,  not  much  poultry.  Their  fuel  both  tiirf  and  coals  j 
coals  13(.  a  ton.  Car,  horae,  and  driver,  a  day,  Ii.  4d.  A  new 
car40j(.  to  £3      A  plough  lOo.  Sd.      A  harrow  1S«. 

A  weaver,  who  gcnei-ally  sows  what  they  call  half  a  peck  of 
flax-seed,  which  is  a  common  peck,  gave  me  the  following  account 
of  the  expense. 

Seed,  S  buaheli  to  1^  oere,  Cunninghan 

Ploughing 

Weeding 

Patting,  H  wompn,  B(  Sd 

Carried  over 
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Broiiglil  over 

Rippling,  1  man,  2  dajs,  at  lOii 

WRlering,  I  man,  hall's  [lty 

Car  and  horse 

Taking  onl,  IJ  man.  a  day,  nnH  I  woman  dillo.      . 

Beetling,  1  man   2  days 

Cwryingto  Muteh  mill 

Suutching,  U.  4d,  a  stone,  3  stone 

Carrying  back 

Heckling,  ]t.  id.  diiin 

Rent 

Nulytlifoffliix. 


BiAt  -J^  prcks  to  a  rood,  ih  s  is.  perCunningbim  acm,  a1»ut£9    0    0 

Eight  poimd  of  flax,  aud  three  of  tow,  worth  dd.  or  stone,  rough  ; 
make  30  hanks  of  jam  for  a  1400  linen  ;  one  noman  will  epin  it 
in  30  daj's,  ani]  cam  4d,  a  day.  42  hank?  make  a  web  of  2S 
jards,  which  is  wore  in  2  weeks,  and  he  earns  Sd.  a  yard  or  i\d. 
and  will  sell  gr«en  for  17^.  or  ISJ.  a  yard.  Not  a  bleaching 
green  in  all  Arda  for  want  of  wator.  All  alimg  the  coast  of  Arda 
and  in  Stratij^nrd  Loch,  sea  wrack  is  collected  by  the  country 
people  with  great  diligence,  for  burning  into  kelp  ;  it  yields  at 
preaent  from  40a,  to  6(h.  a  ton,  the  bleach  greens  have  much  of 
id  the  rent  of  it  exported  to  England.  Some  gentlemen, 
who  keep  their  shores  in  their  own  hands,  pay  the  men  20*.  a  ton 
ooUecting  and  burning :  at  other  times  they  pay  rent  for  the 
In  Loch  StraTigfoni  the  kelp  is  bctt«r  than  on  the  open 
An  instance  of  industry  in  this  Loch  deBerrca  to  be  re- 
Ciwded  :  it  is  not  uucommim  for  the  men  to  draw  stnncs  from 
tbeir  fields,  and  spread  them  on  the  nhores,  in  order  to  make  the 
wrack  (/uc u»)  grow:  a  good  crop  being  only  obtainetl  from  rocks 
and  atones.  Upon  the  coast  of  Ards,  they  baTo  in  winter  much 
wrack,  which  they  collect  rery  careftilly,  form  into  hcapa, 
I,  when  rotten,  spread  it  on  their  barley  lands,  and  get  very  line 
ips,  bnt  it  is  not  lasting. 

The    plentifulneaB    of    the    uountrj   about   Portaferry, 

Strangford,  &c.  is  very  great :  this  will  appear  from  the 

following  cireumstancoa,  as  well  aa  the  register  of  buteliers' 

meat  and  common  poultry  elsewhere  inserted. 

Pigeons  2*.  a  dozeii.     Babbits  id.  a  couple.    The  fish 

!,  turbot  4*.  sole  lOd.  a  pair ;  bret  and  haddock  Id.  each  ; 
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lobsters  Sn.  a  dozen;  oyst«rs  I9d.  b,  hundred j  John  dory, 
gurnet,  whiting  4<?.  a  dozen  ;  mockarel,  mullet,  partridges, 
and  quails  in  plenty.  Wild  du:;ka  lOd.  to  1b.  Widgeon  6d, 
a  couple,  barnacle  lOJ.  each  ;  teal  Gd.  a  couple,  plover  3d. 

This  country  is  in  genera!  beautiful,  but  particularly  ao 
about  the  atreighta  that  lead  into  Strangford  Loch.  From 
Mr.  Sava^'a  door  the  view  has  great  variety.  To  the  left 
are  tracts  of  hilly  grounds,  between  which  the  sea  appears, 
and  the  vast  chain  of  mounfainB  in  the  lale  of  Man  dia- 
tinctly  seen.  In  front  the  hilla  rise  in  a  beautiful  outline, 
and  a  round  hill  projects  like  a  promontory  into  the 
streights,  and  under  it  the  tflwn  amidst  groups  of  trees ; 
the  scene  is  chearful  of  itself,  but  rendered  doubly  so  by 
the  ships  and  hcrriog-boats  sailing  iu  and  out.  To  tha 
right  the  view  is  crowned  by  the  mountains  of  Uoume, 
which,  wherever  seen,  are  of  a  character  peculiarly  bold, 
and  even  terrific.  The  shores  of  the  Loch  behind  Mr. 
Savage's  are  bold  ground,  abounding  with  numerous  pleas- 
ing landacapea ;  the  opposite  coast,  consisting  o£  the  woods 
and  improvements  of  Castle- Ward,  is  a  fine  scenery. 

July  30th,  crossed  the  streights  iu  Mr.  Savage's  boat, 
and  breakfasted  with  Mr.  Ainsworth,  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms ;  he  gave  me  the  following  particulars  of  the  barony 
of  Lecale,  of  the  husbandry  of  which  I  had  often  heard,  as 
something  better  than  common. 

Tlie  soil  varie9  neai'  the  sea,  stony  losui,  ilry  )<oiii)il  gtiod  land, 
some  without  sionc  between  the  rocky  hillocks,  same  very  stony  j 
the  land  is  light,  ns  mar  be  judged  tVom  two  horses  being  iisudlj 
in  a  plough,  lets  uu  an  svEragc  from  12<.  to  28j.  average  2Qi, 
the  whole  county  10«.  The  measure  the  plantation  acre.  The 
south  coast  is  the  richest.  KamiB  rise  from  5  to  30  a 
little  ones  are  all  manufBCtnrcrs  :  there  are  xomc  uf  30,  and 
perhaps  40,  that  are  not  weavers,  but  moatof  tbem  empli>y  looms. 
The  division  uf  farnii  among  the  suns  baa  brought  them 
that  they  have  been  ubligcd  to  weave  ibr  subsisLcnce.  In  the 
richer  parts  tliey  summer-fallow,  and  the  course  then  is 

1.  Fallow.     2.  Wheat,  average  produce  18  cwt.     3.  Barley 
ditto,  a  too  per  acre.     4.   Oats,  4  hhds.  each,   12  bushels. 
Pease.     6.  Barley.      7.  Clover  (of  which  they  sow  much)  (bi 
years.      8.  Barley.      ».  Oats.      10.  Wheal. 
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1.  Pol&toeH  400  biuliels  2.  Barle},  one  ton  and  a  half.  3. 
BBrlejr.  4.  Clover  for  S  years,  much  of  it  soiled  in  the  stable,  a 
practice  which  increases.      AUo. 

1.  Flougli-lay  for  oats.     2.  Wheal.      3.  Barley.     4.  aover  or 

1.  Potatoes,      a.  Flaic.      3.  Barley.      4.  Barley.     fl.Clovertwo 

Have  lately  got  inUi  the  way  of  eating  donna  3  year  old  lay,  and 
plongli  it  in  July,  ami  once  or  twice  more  for  wheat :  but  to  gotr 
such  with  pease  or  beans  on  one  earth,  ami  then  take  the  wheat, 
would  he  much  better.  Pease  esteemed  a  refreshment,  and  enables 
them  to  have  1  or  2  cropa  of  white  com.  Great  quantities  of 
barley  sown,  being  their  principal  crop.  No  lumeps.  Their 
manures  are  marie,  shelU,  sea-wrauk.  Marie  has  been  used 
greatly  for  many  yeani,  it  is  said  for  above  60:  it  is  white  marie 
from  the  bottom  of  bogs,  and  some  of  it  immediately  nnder  the 
surface  ;  they  carry  it  on  horseback  In  bags,  which  hold  each  4 
bushels,  and  they  lay  about  450  to  500  bags  jter  acre.  When  the 
fartner  has  nut  marie  on  his  own  ground,  he  purchases  it  from  his 
neighbour,  and  pays  from  £1  U.  to  £1  IOj.  for  liberty  to  raise  it, 
and  if  they  carry  it  a  mile,  or  a  mile  and  a  half,  it  coats  them  £G 
an  acre.  They  are  reckoned  very  much  to  liave  exhausted  their 
laud  ;  for  upon  the  credit  of  a  marling  they  will  take  20  corn- 
crops  running,  and  as  a  proof  of  this  I  was  told,  that  the  deanery 
of  Down,  which  consists  of  tythes  in  Lecale,  was  £2,200  a  year 
S5  years  ago,  whereas  it  is  now  no  more  than  £1,600,  owing  to 
the  decline  of  the  Lecale  crops ;  and  ihiK  from  the  abuse  of 
marie.  Second  marlings  do  not  succeed,  tliey  think  ;  but  it  has 
not  been  tried.  Lime  they  use  only  on  dry  lands,  and  not  often. 
Tbey  have  the  stone  from  Carlingford,  and  they  burn  it  with 
coals;  it  coats  them  1 W.  abarre^layfrom  80  to  150  ;  thelighter 
the  land,  the  less  they  lay  on  it:  it  lasta  8  or  9  crops;  docs  upon 
old  marled  lands  better  than  a  second  marling.  Bea  shelly  sand 
and  gravel  they  have  upon  their  own  shore ;  lay  them  thick  on 
stiff  reddish  clay  soils,  and  find  great  effect  fVom  them ;  lay 
greater  quantities  much  than  of  inarle,  about  800  one-horse  loads, 
the  best  crops  In  the  barony  arc  gained  by  it.  Parts  by  shelling 
advanced  from  5i.  to  2Ss.  an  acre.  Very  little  grass  land,  and 
scarce  any  cattle;  but  cows  to  every  farm  for  convenience-  The 
farmers  are  generally,  not  only  in  Lecale  hut  the  whole  county, 
mucli  better  and  wealthier  than  formerly. 
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I'jthes  generally  cotnpoimileil  2s,  2il.  au  acre  for  all  uuder  crops, 
llm  price  of  iiroviaions  has  rUen  in  general  one-third  in  20  jears. 
And  a  uow  whicli,  40  years  ago,  »as  bought  for  2Sa.  is  now  £5  Si. 
and  as  good  a  horse,  25  vears  ago,  for  £4  to  £5  as  now  for  £10 
to  £12. 

There  are  some  cottars  who  hare  uot  fartus,  only  a  potatoe 
garden,  n  patth  of  flax,  grass  for  a  cow.  and  a  little  Ktraw  for  tlie 
winter,  fur  all  which  they  pay  £2  2s.  a  year.  Rbc  in  the  price 
of  labour  from  4d.  and  Sd.  and  6|(/.  anil  ditto  in  30  years.  The 
fuel  ^nerally  coals,  which  are  \Sf,  to  lUs,  a  t«ii,  and  they  send 
their  children  to  pick  up  dnng  to  bum;  yet  this  ia  the  country 
that  1  have  heard  commended  for  husbandry.  Building  a  mud 
larm-house  £S.     Ditto,  stone  and  slate  £l!0. 

The  linen  manufacture  is  carried  ou  very  generally  through  the 
barony.  In  Downpatriek '  there  are  500  webs  sold  every  week, 
at  li.  Id.  a  yard,  and  26i.  fach,  being  Iroin  BOO  to  1400,  in  general 
1200  linen;  which  1200  web  will  take  38 hanks  of4  hank  yam;  and 
a  woman  will  on  an  average  spin  the  3H  hanks  in  as  many  days, 
being  paid  id.  a  hank ;  a  weaver  will  make  it  in  a  fortnight,  and 
has  IU«.  for  it. 

Upon  the  marling  coiniug  iu,  there  was  a  corn-coasting  trade 
opened  from  Straugford,  and  it  flourished  considerably  ;  but  fell 
off  pretty  much,  as  has  been  mentioned  with  respect  to  the  deanery 
of  Downe.  The  trade  has,  however,  been  upon  the  increase  for 
about  4  years;  from  the  lUL  of  September,  177S,  to  July  the  1st, 
1776,  there  were  100  cargoes  of  wlicat  and  barley,  about  50  tons' 
each  on  an  average,  to  Liverpool,  Whitehaven,  Lisbon,  &c.  and 
to  Dublin.  Two-thirds  to  Dublin,  and  one-third  foreign,  which 
export  received  the  bounty.  The  export  both  foreign  and  coast- 
ing, in  1774,  nearly  the  same  as  1775.  In  1773  about  75  cargoes ; 
in  177'.i,  60  to  70.  The  trade  in  general  of  Strangford,  export, 
import,  ships  and  seamen,  has  been  in  general  iucreasing  for  10 
years  last  past;  but  the  year  ending  the  25th  of  last  March 
higher  than  ever  it  was  before,  having  every  yew  been  in  a  regnlar 
gradation.  The  decline  of  1772  and  1773,  in  the  linen  manufac- 
tiu^  &c.  not  felt  in  the  trade  of  this  place. 

To  the  port  of  Strangford,  which  includes  Dowopalrick,  Dun- 
drnm,  Killilea,  Killocb,  Portaferry,  Comber,  and  Newtown,  there 
belong  30  vessels,  from  SS  ta   150  tons  burthen,  besides  fiithing 

'  Co.  Down 
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of  wliiL-h  27  sail  received  the  bountj  iii  1775  :  the  same 
irober  in  1774,  in  177i  tweiity-threc.  The  burthen  of  (he 
in  177S  Iroui  S8  to  75  tons,  anil  the  bountj  about  .tTOO. 
the  channel,  to  Strangfonl  and  Killilea,  and  iuto  llie  Loch, 
H  30  feet  water,  anil  on  the  bar  there  in  as  miii'li  in  the 
lowest  springs.  A  ship  of  100  guns  might  lie  within  IS  yards  of 
the  shore. 

Called  at  Lord  Bangor's  at  Custle  Ward,'  to  deliver  a 
letter  of  recommendatioa  ;  but  unfortunately  he  was  OD  a 
Bailing  party  to  England  ;  walked  through  the  wooda,  &ii. 
The  houae  was  built  by  the  present  Lord.  It  is  a  very 
handsome  edifice  with  two  principal  fronts,  but  not  of  the 
aame  architecture,  for  the  one  is  Gothic,  and  the  other 
Grecian.  From  the  temple  is  a  fine  wooded  scene ;  you 
look  down  on  a  glen  of  wood,  with  a  winding  hill  quit« 
coTered  with  it.  and  which  breaks  the  view  of  a  large  bay: 
over  it  appears  the  peninsula  of  Strangford,  which  con- 
jriets  of  incloBures  and  wood.  To  the  right,  the  bay  is 
bounded  by  a  fine  grove,  which  projects  into  it,  A  ship  at 
fuichor  added  much.  The  house  well  situated  above  several 
zising  woods,  the  whole  scene  a  fine  one-  I  remarked  in 
"  ird  Bangor's  domains  a  fine  field  of  tumeps,  but  uukoed. 
lere  was  some  cabbages  also, 
took  the  road  to  Downpatrick,  through  a  various 
oountry ;  Down  Bay  is  on  the  left,  and  exhibits  an  amazing 
▼ariety  of  islands,  creeks,  and  bays,  which  appear  among 
cultivated  hilts  in  a  most  picturesque  manner.  Here  I  saw 
sheep  grazing  in  a  ditch,  confined  by  a  line  fastened  by  two 
pitiB,  and  drove  into  the  ground,  and  passing  through  rings 
which  hung  from  a  strap  round  their  necks,  so  that  they 
could  move  only  from  one  end  to  the  other. 

To  Eedemon,'  the  seat  of  Arthur  Johnston,  Esq;  got 
late  in  the  evening ;  but,  being  absent,  I  desired  the 
irvante  to  give  me  a  bed,  dreading  being  caught  a^ahi  at 
Tillage  cabbin. 

Jnly  3lnt,  to  SaintGeld."      Rents  are  10).  Gd.  an  Bi:re.      Several 
RlKiga  here :   one  in  particular  half  cultivated,  thereat  unimproved; 


'  Cutle  Ward  House,  near  SirangfonI, 

'  Rademan  Hoase,  near  Croasjfar,  >^o,  l^wn. 

'  Saintlield,co.  Down. 
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um,  brandj,  genevs,  nn<) 

:h  grain,  ainue  that  none  ; 

me.     C'Uals  from  Britain. 

1  the  Biiltic.      Barilla  trom 

r  sugora.  hops,  and  porter 


fine  oatB,  potatoes,  and  barley,  were  on  it.  One  piece  of  oats 
Bhuots  directly  into  the  uncultivated  part,  and  shews  plainly  wbat 
might  be  ilone  with  all  the  boga  of  this  conntr)'. 

Reached  Belfast  in  the  forenoon,  and  was  then  fortunate  enough 
to  meet  with  Mr.  Holmea ;  also  a  letter  from  Doctor  Ilaliday,  who, 
being  absent  himself,  recommended  me  to  several  other  gentlemen. 
Gained  u]>on  the  whole  the  information  1  wished ;  it  consisted  of 
the  following  particulars :  — 

The  imports  of  Bclfntt  consist  i 
wines.  Till  within  these  two  years  i 
but  have  on  the  contrary  exported  i 
Iron,  timber,  hemp,  and  ashes  fron 
Spain  for  the  bleach-greens.      Tea,  i 

the  principal  articles  from  Great  Britain.  From  North  America, 
wheat,  staves,  flour,  and  flax-seed  ;  all  which  cut  off  at  present. 
The  exports  are  beef,  butter,  pork,  to  the  West  Indies  and  ■ 
France.  The  great  nrticle,  linen  cloth  to  London ;  formerly  some 
to  America.  I'be  balance  much  in  favour  of  the  place.  Derrj, 
Newry,  and  Belfast,  the  linen  export  towns  ;  two-thirds  from 
Belfast,  a  little  from  Derry,  the  rest  from  Newry.  There  are 
three  sugar  bouses  here.  The  number  of  ships  belonging  to 
Belfast  about  SO  sail  frnm  ^0  lo  300  tons.  A  vessel  of  200  tons, 
halrliiaded.  may  come  tn  the  Quay,  (here  being  9  and  a  half  to 
10  feet  water;  larger  vessels  lay  2  miles  and  a  half  down.  The 
trade  of  Belfast  was  at  its  height  in  1770;  1771,  1772,  and  1773, 
were  the  worst  years;  1774,  and  1775  it  has  been  mending;  but 
1774,  and  1775  not  equal  to  1770,  and  1771,  by  one- third,  It  is 
curious  to  see  from  hence  how  the  trade  of  this  place  has  vibrated 
with  the  linen  manufacture,  that  being  just  the  account  1  have 
received  of  the  progress  of  that  fabrick.  Calculated  that  the 
trade  of  Belfast  in  general  encreased  onc-tliird  in  fifteen  years, 
ending  in  1770.  or  1771.  The  number  of  jieople  supposed  to 
amount  to  from  12  to  15,000. 

Belfast  being  the  place  from  whence  the  emigrationa 
were  the  greateirt,  I  mB:de  many  enquirieB  concerning  them, 
and  found  that  they  have  for  many  years  had  a.  regular 
emigration  of  about  2000  annually  ;  but  in  1772  the  declioe 
of  the  linen  manufacture  encreaaed  the  number  ;  and,  the 
same  cause  continuing,  in  1773  they  were  at  the  highest, 
when  4000  went.     In  1774  there  were  but  few;  and  in 
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S  tliere  were  none,  nor  anj  eince.  Some  that  went  had 
_  ropertj,  and  bo  had  eume  of  those  that  always  went.  In 
general  they  were  the  most  idle  and  worthless,  and  not 
reckoned  any  losa  to  the  country.  In  1?71  there  were  300 
looms  in  Belfast,  but  in  1774.  there  were  only  180. 

ere  is  ft  considerable  elfliightei-at  ihis  place.  In  1T7S  cured 
bkrrels  of  beef,  at  40f.  a  barrel,  in  the  town ;  and  S,dOO  of 
It  50s.  The  princi|>iU  part  nf  the  grazing  land  the  lower 
put  of  Antrim  from  Ballj'iiiena  towards  Larne,  and  Ballymony ; 
some  from  MeatU  and  even  from  Sligo.  The  liopa  from  Armagh, 
Down,  and  Antrim,  weigh  on  an  average  2  cwt.  fattened  ma^ttly 
on  poiatOEB ;  6  or  7  jearB  ago  they  exported  500  bsrrels  iif  pork. 
In  1775,7,000.  In  1776,  it  will  be  10,000.  When  oatmeal  above 
If/,  fir  l^d.  a  pound,  the  pnorhve  entirely  npon  potatoes  and  milk  ; 
no  meat;  but  herrings  in  the  season.  Price  of  proviiiionB,  &c.  at 
Belfast  are :  poratoes  Sd.  a  bushel,  pigeons  fid.  a  couple,  rabbita 
ditto,  salmnn  2d.  a  pound,  lobsters  6d.  plaiue  three  farthings  per 
lb.  oyttera  Is.  to  4<.  per  hundred,  fresh  cod  W.  per  lb.  bumaeic  If. 
widgeon  If.  a  pair,  oatmeal  three  farthings  per  lb.  liiue  It.  per 
barrel,  coals  \3i.  a  ton.  Labour  the  year  round  U  Id.  in  the 
town,  Sd.  in  the  country.  Seamen  30i.  a  month,  and  ship  pro- 
rigiuns.  Spiimers  earn  3d.  a  day.  Weavers  1<i.  Id.  they  never 
go  for  labourers. 


'Inm  imlmliiii^  eirisr  upon  tiibacco  and  foreign  apirii 

r.tii £3^,900 

176i 3h,'0U 

ires 49,G00 

ITGB.      . B3,eOO 
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G3,H0O 
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1  the  year  ending  the  3fith   of  March   1774,  pieces  of  line 
wted  U7,818  ;  yards  3,713,ai2. 


6  A  TOUH  IN   IRELAND, 

From  Isl  November  1771,  lo  lat  May,  IT'S   .      .      .  S5,4(1it 

Ne«h»lf  year al,71£ 
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First  h&ir.veu- as, Mag 

Socnnd  ditto 87,089 
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Belfast  ia  a  very  well  Viuilt  towD  of  brick,  they  liaving  no 
atone  quarry  in  tbe  neighbourhood.  The  streeteare  broad 
and  Btrait,  and  tbe  inhabitantB,  amounting  to  about  15.000. 
make  it  appear  lively  and  busy.  The  public  liuildings  are 
not  numerous  or  very  striking,  but  over  the  Exchange  Lord 
Dounegul  is  building  an  assembly  room,  60  teet  long,  by 
30  broad,  and  24  high  ;  a  very  elegant  room.  A  eard  room 
adjoining.  30  by  22,  and  22  high ;  and  a  t«a  room  of  the 
eame  aize.  His  Lordship  is  also  building  a  new  chun^h, 
which  is  one  of  the  lightest  and  moat  pleasing  I  have  any 
where  seen  :  it  is  7i  by  54,  and  30  feet  high  to  the  cornice  ; 
the  isles  separated  by  a  double  row  of  columns ;  nothing 
can  be  light* r  or  more  pleasing.  The  town  belongs  entirely 
to  his  Lordship.  Eent  of  it  £2,000  a  year.  Hia  estate 
extends  from  Drumbridge,' near  Liaburne,  to  Lame .°  20 
miles  in  a  right  line,  and  is  10  broad.  His  royalties  are 
great,  containing  the  whole  of  Loch  Neagh,  which  is  I 
suppose  the  greatest  of  any  subject  in  Europe.  His  eel 
fishery  at  Tome,  and  Port-Hew,  on  the  river  Ban,  lets  for 
£500  a  year ;  and  all  the  fisheries  are  his  to  the  leap  at 
Colraiue.  The  estate  ia  supposed  to  be  i;31,000  a  year, 
the  greatest  at  present  in  Ireland.  Innishoen,  in  Donnegal, 
is  his,  and  is  .£11.000  of  it.  In  Antrim,  L^rd  Antrim's  is 
the  moat  extensive  property,  being  4  baronies,  and  173.000 
acres.  The  rent  JBS.OOO  a  year,  but  relet  for  .£64,000  a 
year,  by  tenants  that  have  perpetuities,  perhaps  the  cruelest 
instance  in  the  world  of  carelessness  for  the  interests  of 
posterity.     The  present  Lord's  father  granted  those  teases. 

Mr.  Pol-dn  of  Belfsi^t,  last  year  snwcd  3  acres  2  mud  of  flax ; 
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.t  gtaud  till  quite  rijie,  then  starked  it  like  com,  and  threshed 

D  Uarcb  ;   produce  of  seed  6  hogsheadB,  which  sold  et  £4  ii. 

t  £33  12».      He  watered  it  then,  aud  went  thniugli  tJie  whole 

Ipention  u  conmion.    By  being  kept  so  long,  be  found  it  re- 

piired  leiH  watering  than  in    ' 


Db. 
I.  al  I5i>.  |ier  sr.ra  a 

.  Mlghing  with  a  hone 
plowman  and  boy.  g 
■M.  8il  per  day,  4  iluj . 

HaRuwing  and  wiwing, 
Si.  *d.  and  ele«iiing 
the  farroHi,  u.      . 

Um  hoeBheiid  <if  netd 

ItMpinf; 

Stacking,  thaU'hlng  am 
bringing  home 

Bxpences  of  waUring 
wfing,  taking  t' 


Would  havn  sohl  fur  Jd.  if  il 


mill,  ind  t 


ining,  a 
96  lb.  I 


n  the 


-The  ground  was  rather  int'lined  to  tlay,  wu  plmiehed  from 
veivrd  no  manure  for  Iwu  jeara  ;  ploughed  about  Cbrisunai, 
and  sowed  the  lii'ler  end  of  Mareh,  but  iKivered  with  a  shovel 
arrows,  from  an  inch  lo  an  inch  and  an  half  thick. 


!  of  the  eipeneet  of  an  acre  of  fommon  Jiax  n. 
Rent 

Tythe  by  modus 

Seed,  hf^heud,  or  I  busbil>,  lit  t« 

Sowing 

Fluaghing  anil  harrowing 

tilone*  aiid  clods 

Weeding,  B  women  1  duj 

Pulling,  ^0  wiinien 

Watering 

Takingout  andgriiSH-Qirrying,  ilrjing  und  befiluig 
Sculcbing  all  at  niillk  i".  irf.  a  Blonp. 
UeckMng.  Ik.  4if.  ditto. 
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I  wu  informed  chat  Mr.  laanc,  iiuur  Belfast,  had  4  acres,  Irish 
measure,  of  strong  I'lay  luid  not  brokea  up  for  many  years,  which 
bein^  amply  manured  with  lime  rubbish,  and  sea  shells,  and 
fBllnwed,  waa  sown  with  wheat,  and  yield  £87  9».  at  9«.  to  12«.  per 
cwt.  AUu  that  Mr.  Whitley,  of  BaUinderry,  near  Lisbiime,  a 
tenant  of  Lord  Hertford's,  has  rarelj'  any  wheat  that  does  not 
yield  him  £18  an  acre.  The  tillage  of  tlic  neighbourhood  for  10 
miles  round,  is  dcnd)led  in  a  few  yearw.  Shall  export  1.000  ton 
of  corn  tliis  year  from  Belfast,  moat  uf  it  to  the  West-Indies, 
particularly  oats. 

Aiirrust  1st,  to  Arthur  Buutiii's,  Esq ;  near  Belfast ;  the  soil  a 
stiff  clay;  lets  at  old  rents  [0».  new  ones  18*.  the  town  parks  of 
that  place  SOs.  to  70«.  ten  miles  roiinU  it  \0i.  to  20g.  average  13«. 
A  great  deal  of  flax  sown,  every  countryman  having  a  little, 
always  on  potatoe  land,  and  one  plonghing;  they  usually  sow 
each  family  a  bushel  of  seed.  Those  who  hare  no  land  pay  the 
farmers  20s.  rent  fur  the  land  a  bushel  of  seed  sown,  and  always 
on  potatoe  land.  They  plant  many  more  ]>otatocs  than  they  eal  to 
supply  the  market  at  Belfast;  manure  for  them  with  all  tlieir  dung, 
and  some  of  them  mix  dung,  earth,  and  lime,  and  this  is  found  to 
do  better.  Tlicrc  is  much  alabaster  near  the  town,  which  is  use<l 
for  stucco  plaisMri   sells  from  £1  In.  to  25(.  a  too. 

In  my  way  to  Antrim,  viewed  the  bletich-green  of  Mr. 
Tto.  Sinclair ;  it  is  the  completeat  I  had  aeen  here.  I 
understood  that  the  bleaching  season  lasted  9  months,  and 
that  watering  on  the  grass  was  quit*  left  off.  Mr.  Sinclair 
himself  was  not  at  home,  or  I  should  probably  have  gained 
Bome  intelligence  that  might  have  been  useful. 

Crossed  the  mouutains  by  the  new  road  to  Antrim,  and 
found  them  to  the  aunimits  to  consist  of  esi-ei^ding  good 
loam,  and  such  as  would  improve  into  good  meadow.  It 
is  all  thrown  to  the  little  adjoining  farms,  with  very  little 
or  any  rent  paid  for  it.  They  make  no  other  use  of  it  than 
turning  their  cows  on.  Pity  they  do  not  improve;  a  work 
more  profitable  than  any  they  could  undertake.  All  the 
iray  to  Antrim  lands  let  at  an  avenge  at  S«.  The  linen 
manofacture  spreads  over  the  whole  country,  consequently 
the  farms  are  very  small,  being  nothing  but  patches  for 
the  convenience  of  weavers. 

From  Antrim  to  Shanes  Castle  the  road  runs  at  the  end 
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of  Loch  Neagh,  commandiaf^  a  aolile  view  of  it ;  of  such  an 
extent  tbat  the  eje  can  see  no  lujid  over  it.  It  appears  like 
a>  perfect  aea,  and  tlie  shore  is  broken  sand  baiiks,  which 
look  BO  milch  like  it,  that  one  can  hardly  believe  the  water 
to  be  fresh.  U]iou  my  arrival  at  the  Castle,  I  was  most 
agreeably  ealuted  with  fovir  men  hoeing  a  field  of  tumeps 
round  it,  as  a  preparation  for  grass.  These  were  the  first 
tumep  hoers  I  have  seen  in  Ireland,  and  I  was  more  pleased 
than  if  I  had  seen  four  emperors. 

The  Caatle  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  Lake,  the 
windows  commanding  a  very  noble  view  of  it ;  and  this 
has  the  finer  effect,  as  the  woods  are  considerable,  and  form 
a  fine  accompanyment  to  this  noble  inland  sea.  Mr.  O'Niel 
not  only  received  me  with  the  most  flattering  politeness, 
but  was  entreraely  assiduous  for  my  correct  information. 

He  is  u  verj  considerable  farmer,  has  sowii  tiimejis  three 
jeara,  never  lesj)  than  1 1  acres,  mkI  htu  rattened  uncn  nnil  eowi, 
■nd  kepi  milcb  onea  on  tliem,  oiid  has  found  them  exceedingly 
uaeful.  The  beaati  throve  perfectly  well,  and  ia  well  convinced 
that  nothing  can  be  more  beucfJcial ;  by  their  means  he  has 
carried  on  his  fat  biillocka  from  autumn,  when  thej  would  aell  for 
£8  10*.  being  30»,  profit  on  £6  the  purchaae  price;  but  from 
turnepB,  he  Bells  at  £11  II.T.  to  i^l4.  A  clearer  testimonj  cannot 
be  given.  The  cabbages  vrere  applied  to  the  same  use  when  the 
tumepa  were  gone. 

Mr.  O'Niel  plantp  his  potatoes  in  the  furrows  the  plough  fonni 
■■  it  stirs  the  land,  by  whit^li  a  vei7  great  saving  is  mode  in 
labour,  and  the  cn>pB  better  than  commdn.  Among  his  woods, 
he  has  a  great  deal  of  fein  (pleri/i  aipiilind),  all  re^larly  cut  and 
•tacked  for  littering  the  farm  horses,  by  which  means  he  raises 
great  quantities  of  manure.  None  of  the  farmerH  use  oxen  in 
ploughing,  nor  any  of  the  gentlemen,  except  Mr.  O'Niel,  and  Mr. 
Lealy.  Mr.  O'Niel  introduced  the  ciiatom,  and  has  found  it 
uncommonly  beneUcial.  Has  manured  13  acres  of  clay  land  with 
gravel  from  the  lake  shore,  1,700  car  loads,  each  3  barrclspcr  acre. 
It  is  not  lime  stone  gravel,  but  small  pebbly,  without  any  earth 
among  it.  It  was  laid  on  in  177^,  the  year  of  fallow,  and  now  is 
under  wheat,  the  beat  crop  acknowledged  that  ever  was  seen 
I  the  land,  He  has  many  one  horse  carts,  which  carry  6 
L  barrels,  and  the  common  car  carries  only  3.     As  1  wanted  to 
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know  the  weight  uf  auommon  Irioh  ear.  Mr.  O'Niel  ordered  one 
til  be  wei};lied;  it  was  2  civt.  2  qrs.  14  Ibf.  One  ur  his  carts 
wei}:he(l  Ht  the  same  time  4  cvt.  2  qrs.  21  lb.  Miich  bollnw 
draining  Hone  Kt  Shsens  Cnslle,  tut  three  feet  and  a  hnlf  deep, 
and  filled  with  white-thom  bushes  ;  the  anil  strung  loam  with 
■tiiui-H  on  clay ;  the  effect  very  considerable ;  the  land  made  dry, 
whicb  before  liraiiiing  was  jierfectlj  poochiiiff.  Of  this  great 
imprnveinent  he  ba«  done  77  Acrer.  The  soil  iu  this  neijihboiir- 
hooil  is  in  general  what  is  here  called  stiff  clay :  that  is,  as  1  fuand, 
a  Btroii;;  al.iny  loam  on  a  yellow  clay.  Some  bog,  and  a  little 
■aady  skirt  on  llie  ahnre  of  the  Lake.  Bog  is  fo  acatCered,  that 
none  of  Mr.  O'Niel'e  tenants  are  farther  than  half  n  mile  from  it. 
Rents  rise  from  6j<.  to  1(M.  RTerage  Ss. 

Farms,  aa  iu  all  the  linen  i(nmtries,  are  [^iierallj  very 
small ;  they  rise  from  5  acres  to  100,  but  in  funeral  they 
are  from  5  to  30.  Scart*  any  of  them  but  are  weaTera,  or 
the  6ni|ilo_vera  of  weavers  ;  but  they  have  such  a  cuBtora  of 
aplittiug  their  farms  among  their  children,  that  oue  of  6 
acres  will  be  dividei.  Mr.  O'Neille  has  found  this  to  be 
a  source  of  the  greatest  miseiT  and  inconvenient,  for  the 
portions  are  so  smalt  that  they  caonot  live  on  them  ;  the 
least  accident,  such  as  the  death  of  a  cow,  &a.  reduces  them 
to  want,  so  that  neither  rent  nor  any  common  demand  can 
be  paid.  They  are  likewise  obliged,  in  order  to  make  their 
little  pat<rh  come  near  to  their  support,  to  crop  it  every 
year  with  oats,  till  the  land  is  become  almost  a  capTtt 
mortuvm  ;  and  they  are  ri^duced  to  great  distreca  with 
paying  a  very  low  rent.  This  is  also  found  in  their  circum- 
stances; rents,  much  uuder  the  value,  are  got  from  them 
with  great  difficulty,  de|>endiQg  entirely  on  their  web,  and 
by  means  of  their  husbandry  are  sometimes  disappointed 
even  by  that.  They  are  by  no  means  in  good  circumstances, 
but  much  distressed  by  every  demand.  In  respect  to  living, 
their  diet  is  milk,  potatoes,  and  oat-bread;  very  little 
butter.  as  they  sell  what  they  make.  Not  less  than  a  20 
acred  farmer  has  a  side  of  salted  beef  in  a  wint«r.  Many  of 
them  nothing  but  potatoes  and  milk,  some  only  water. 
There  is  no  such  thing  iu  common  as  a  labourer  unconnected 
with  the  mauufacture.  Every  oabbin  baa  a  dog  regularly. 
Then  is  a  custom  here  called  rundnle,  which  is  a  divisioit 
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of  their  farms  into  spaces  hy  balka,  without  fences.  wMcb 
tbey  take  here  and  there,  esaetly  like  the  common  fields  of 
Eugland.  It  ia  a  most  pernicious  custom,  which  gives  to 
all  these  furma  the  mischiefs  of  our  open  field  system  in 
England,  I  believe  it  prevails  down  in  Wexford,  Ac.  where 
I  mentioned  farms  in  partnership  without  sufficiently  ex- 
plaining this  circumatanof. 

The  rent  of  the  county  in  general  is  £100,000  a  year,  and 
there  are  not  400,000  acres,  or  5a.  Gd.  an  acre.  Land  selU  at 
21  yews  piirehaae.  The  couriea. — 1.  rotntoes.  2.  Oata,  the 
priKluce  40  bushels.  3.  Oats.  30  bnshelx.  4.  Oats,  3S  bushels. 
S.  Left  fur  weeds  aiid  rubbish  2  years. 

1.   Polatoei,      2.   Flax.     3    OatK.     -1.  Oats.     9.   Lay  out   to 

No  clover,  tameps,  &c.  Also,  1.  Potatoes,  2.  Wheat,  4  to 
8  barrels.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats.  Potatoes  arc  all  put  in  the 
trent'hiiig  way;  all  their  dmig  used  for  them,  except  now  and 
then  a  little  for  barley.  They  plant  30  to  40  busLels  of  seed  per 
acre.  Weed  them  by  baml,  and  get  on  an  average  about  300  or 
400  biisbela.  A  family  consisting  of  a  man,  bis  wife,  and  four 
children,  will  eat  3  bushels  of  potatoes,  and  20  lb.  weight  of  oat- 
meal a  week.  No  natural  manure  of  any  kind  used,  nor  lime. 
Some  few  will  bnm  the  aur&ce  of  the  bogs  to  ashes,  and  carry 
them  to  therr  lands  for  oats,  on  clay,  and  the  effect  is  found  to  be 
considerable.  Tythes  are  paid  per  acre  2».  for  uatu,  potatoes  and 
flax  nothing.  Countj  cess  2d.  an  acre.  No  tea  drank  in  the 
country,  or  at  least  very  little.  The  leases  are  3  Uvea,  or  31 
years.  No  men  wlio  hire  iari>e  tracts  in  order  to  relet  again, 
but  plenty  of  them  nnder  Lord  Antrim,  oven  to  2  or  £3,000  a 
year  a  man.  The  increase  of  the  people  i»  very  great,  extrava- 
gantly so;  and  is  felt  severely  by  emigration  being  stopped  at 
present.  Meat  yl.  to  Id.  rise  in  20  years.  A  poor  man's  firing 
is  6  days  labour  cutting,  which,  with  all  expencc,  will  be  £l  I0<. 
at  a  mile  distance,  or  90  kish  of  turf.  For  flax  they  plough  their 
potatoe  land  once. 

The  F,xpki«ck  of  A^  Acat. 

Rent Of 

One  ploughing  and  harrowing 0   If 
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Briiughl  rorirird     ...       0  18    6 
See<1.  4)  banh^ls,  kt  131 2   U     0 

Pitking  Btnnea  or  clods  Ihey  hsre  If  ft  off. 

Tythe,  2i.  s  bushel 090 

SckFL-e  anj  weeding. 

Fulling,  g  WDmcDa  day,  at  lOJ. 0     7     6 

And4in<-na<lar,  l(.  tiif. 060 

Tsking  out  ditto        OBO 

Grassing.  6  women,  bC  10i£ 050 

Tmu  to  the  sun  onlj  lor  drying,  finding  tUat  iha  fire 

makps  it  huik/  and  bod.  losing  by  it  si  the  mills. 

Rippling  not  common  till  lit>'ly. 
Bend    it  nil  to   tbe  mills  for  bpelling   and   icutcliing, 

ll.  Id,  a  atone,  54  stone  the  average  acre    ....       t  IB    6 
Heckling,  by  Hai  dressers  who  go  about,  at  lOif.  a  stoiio       2    6    0 


£10     9 


After  herkling,  each  none  will  hav 
5  lb.  at  U.  id.        .     .      . 
3  1b.  alSiJ. 

Expences 

Profit    . 


The  flax  Is  spun  from  4  to  8  banks  to  the  pound.  Sotne  very 
cariuus  will  spill  it  to  10  and  13,  average  6,  or  30  to  tlie  5  lb. 
which  will  Kell  from  St.  to  3j.  6(/.  the  Hpangle  of  4  hanks,  or  lOif. 
a  hank.  Women  axv  Rentrally  hired  to  spin,  at  from  16.<.  tii  30*. 
the  half  year  anil  board,  and  eiii-Hgb  to  spin  for  30*.  6  hanks  a 
week  The  » lb.  of  tow  will  make  9  hanks  of  »  hanks  per  lb.  nf 
which  they  make  linen  for  labourers  .<<hirts,&c.  and  sells  for  I  J.  Iff. 
to  !■.  2if.  per  jard  white.  The  6  hank  yam  will  »pin  into  a  1,600 
web;  they  make  fiom  14  to  20  hundred.  63  hankn  of  G  hank 
yarn  will  make  a  web  of  1,600  i*li>th.  The  weaver  is  paid  ~d.  a 
)rard ;  he  will  do  2  yards  a  <lay,  including  dressing,  &c.  and  the 
piece  will  sell  in  the  monthly  niarkct  of  Handalstown  for  \>,  \\d, 
ill  9«.  a  yard  green. 


THE  Hearts  of  Steel  lasted  3  years;  began  in  1770 
af^ainst  rests  and  tvthes,  iind  from  that  went  to  all 
sorts  of  grievances.  All  was  niylit  work,  with  many  fire- 
arms. It  was  in  reality  owing  to  the  impudem*  and  level- 
ling spirit  of  the  Diaaenters.  The  Roman  Catbolicka  wert; 
the  most  q\iiet.  Tythea,  however,  were  a,  real  grievance ; 
the  proctors  let  the  first,  and  perhaps  the  second  year  with 
them  run  by  bond,  and  they  oppressed  them  by  holdii^ 
the  bond  over  their  heads.  These  tythe  farmers  are  a  bad 
set  of  people.  In  the  emigrations  of  1772  and  1773,  many 
fanners  took  with  them  from  ^30  to  ^£300. 

Near  Brodiainc,  a  IocIkc  of  Mr  O'Nid's,  10  miles  diarant, 
there  are  some  large  grazing  famia ;  a  few  that  fatten  2  or  300 
bullnckit,  but  in  fieneral  on  pnor  hilly  land  at  St.  to  6«.  an  acre. 
The  bullocks  are  4  cwt.  buy  in  at  £4  and  aetl  nnt  from  £fi  to  £6. 

August  3d,  passing  Randalslown,'  hail  a  conntant  view  of 
Slamish,  a  remarkable  mountain  rising  from  a  ran^ie  of  other 
mountains.  Slaintsh  in  Irish  is  /  Ihe  mnunlain,  by  way  of  pre- 
eminence :  under  it,  in  the  vale,  is  a  bog  of  great  length  ;  and 
between  Aghogliill  and  Kasharkin  another  very  improvcable. 
Between  Rosbarkin  and  Ballymony  '  tn  the  left,  a  vast  one  many 
miles  in  lenglh,  chiefly  iiuprnveable.  Tn  Lesly-Hill,'  where  I 
fiioDd  Mr.  Leily,  a  warm  admirer  of  husbandry,  and  practising 
it  on  a  scale  not  ot^en  met  with.  1  have  no  where  met  with  any 
person  more  inclined,  or  better  able  to  inform  me  minutely  on 
every  object.  lie  has  made  considerable  improvements  of  bog ; 
very  near  his  house  was  one  of  20  feet  deep,  which  he  has  entirely 
reclaimed.  His  nperation  was  cutting  a  main  drain  S  feet  wide, 
S  deep,  and  4  wide  at  bottom,  at  9d.  a  percli  ;  then  it  was  levelled 
by  digging  at  6d.  a  sqnnre  (lerch  ;   part  of  it  covered  with  dung, 

,ntrim.  '  A!l  in  co.  Antrim. 
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;iyo  van  nn  acre,  each  3  cwt.  and  jilanteil  with  poUtoes.  The 
(:rop  320  bushels  per  acre,  and  then  levelled  the  trenches  and 
sowed  iO  buaheU  of  ha^  seeds  jier  acre.  The  other  part  niaried, 
160  aura,  10  bushels  each  per  acre,  and  (irasses  sown  at  once.  ' 
The  pritatne  part  much  the  finest.  In  another  part  of  the  bofi;, 
he  iTiiproved  it  by  cutting  drains  6  perch  aeunder,  4  feet  wide,  and 
3  deep,  at  id.  a  perch ;  has  improved  some  bog  by  Brat  drainlDg, 
then  lituin^  on  the  surface,  160  barrels  per  si^rei  ploughing  S 
timi^s,  and  sowing  wheat  ill  tlie  trenching  war.  The  crop  S  to 
10  barrels  an  acre.  On  a  heallhy  bog,  li  feet  dec]),  drained,  then 
limed,  and  formed  beds  6  feet  broad,  with  trenches  of  2  ;  and  in 
the  spring  sowed  oaU  covered  out  ofthe  same  furrows  with  spades; 
the  oat*  iiiiliSereiit.  In  now  digging  another  bog,  ami  burning 
it.  In  general  would  recommend  in  this  improvement  li>  cut  the 
main  drains  8  feet  wide,  and  S  deep,  which  must  he  made  where- 
ever  tlie  fall  is ;  if  only  one  fall,  one  drain  will  do.  Then  at  6 
perch  asunder,  cut  cross  drains,  4  feet  wide,  and  3  deep:  this 
draining  will  make  it  in  a  year  dry  enough  for  cars;  carry  160 
loads  an  ai^re  of  dung,  each  S  cwt.  If  not  dung,  then  marie,  and 
oil  the  manuring  trench  in  potatoes  in  the  common  way.  If 
neither  dung  nor  marie,  then  clay,  and  dig  it  in  ;  sow  hny  scedii, 
and  roll  well.  After  the  potatoes,  dig  or  plough,  and  level,  and 
sow  oats.  The  crop  40  bushels,  and  with  the  oats  the  bay  seeds. 
Is  clear  that  this  system  will  improve  any  bog. 

Mi.  Lesly's  course  of  craps  on  stilT  clay  is, —  I.  Fallow  and 
lime.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Barley.  4,  Oats.  S.  Oats.  6.  Cloverfor 
2  years,  plough  in  the  second  crop  the  second  year.  After  two 
ptonghingB,  he  harrows  and  limes,  160  barrels  per  Cunningham 
acre ;  after  the  lime  is  well  slacked,  a  slight  harrowing  to  mix  it. 
Before  soiviug  a  very  slialiiiw  ploughing',  and  a  slight  harrowing 
to  level.  Then  line  out  the  lands  8  feet,  and  furrows  18  iuchea 
wide:  sow  the  land,  and  cover  the  seed  with  the  trenches,  cut 
1  foot  deep,  to  cover  I  inch  deep.  By  this  meaus  gets  immense 
crops.      Expences  and  produce, — 

].  AND  2.  Fallow  anu  Wheat. 

Rent 13    0 

Omnty  lt-s OOS 

Ditto  second  year 13S 

Three  ploughings  at  I0« 1   10    0 

Carried  forward £3  16 


Jtnnt  and  ce«9 1 

One  ploughing 0  1 

One  hnrmwing 0 

Seed,  *  busliels,  at  2< 0 

Sowing OOtl 

Treiiuhing 088 

WMrtiiig OOS 

Reaping 040 

Carting 030 

Threshing,  lo  liolls,  m  1«.  !</ 0  10  ID 

Carriage OlS 

£3    9     6 


Eupcnces  the  name.      I'rodute  8  bolls. 

Eight,  at  30i 

Straw 


lixpenceB  threshing  S  bnlU,  tc 3    7 

Profit £5  la 


Seed,  96  lb.  at  £4  per  cwt.    .     . 

Rant,  Ice. 

Soiling,  3  men,  ■  horie  and  i:ar,  a' 
will  tefA  M  i»wa,  sa;  Is.  a  <.*ov 
finiiih  middle  of  October,  tS  n 
beds  8  cows,  which  ia  .     . 
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Rent.  Ac.  . 

1     3     0 

Boiling  5  WW 

.,  at   IBs!     '.'.'.'.'.'. 
Pm«:.dce. 

6     8     0 

£6  tl     0 

«  com,  at  £2  2x 

12  la    n 

6   II     0 
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£6      t      0 

Profit,  barley 
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£33     7 
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0 

M 
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.    £5     7 
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Twelve  a 

ci^s  of  day  land   be  limed. 

IGO  barrels 

.„„„„„^ 

the  pr»SB.  a 

year  before  he  plon);hed  i 

t,  then  SI 

miu 

er  fallowed                  ■ 

it,  and  sow 

ed   IJ   hiiahel  of  seed  whea 

,  and  reaped 

12  barrel*                ■ 

1  shi'iuld 

remark,  tint  Mr.   Leslie's  c 

rops  of  wheat  were   the                 H 

finest  I  had 

seen  in  Ireland,  nor  do  I  remember  ti 

er 

n  England.                 ■ 

Mr.  LesI). 

tas  burned  great  quantities 

of  marie 

at 

cl  clay  (the                ■ 

latter  upon 

the  surface  of  the  morle   { 

he 

and  I  >««-                 ■ 

two   immeu 

e  heaps  burned,  in  so  eorapl 

te  a  man 

ner 

that  1  bave                  ■ 

not  a  doubt  but  the  mode  in  which  it  is  perfirmed  i 

perfect.     One                 ■ 

(contained  7 

308  solid  feet,  or  274  cubical  yards ; 

the 

other  S.S34                ■ 

feet,  or  242 

yards:   in  all  13.S42  feet,  or 

S16  yards 

10  feet.     The              ■ 
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«xpence  of  the  whole  i.'Bme  Lo  £31  19«.  4d.  It  took  64  kisbee  of 
turf  at  beginuing,  but  aftcrwordK  burnt  itself.  In  the  progreM 
of  the  heaps,  spread  bug  earth  oti  bome  of  the  Isijeni,  to  make  it 
burn  quicker,  but  it  will  do  witliimt.  The  following  paper  con- 
tains Che  directioua  hy  whit>h  Mr.  Le^ly  peiformed  the  work. 

A   Clat  Kilh. 

This  kiln  is  20  feet  by  12,  but  it  may  be  made  longer  or  shorter, 
Mconling  to  the  quantity  yon  wont;  it  may  aiao  be  iif  anj 
breadth  that  will  allow  men  from  each  i^ide  to  throw  clay  to  the 
cnidille.  A  A  are  the  air-pipes  in  the  middle  between  the  sod 
walls  made,  cither  by  cutting  a  little  trench  in  the  ground  a 
inches  deep,  and  bo  many  broad,  covering  them  with  Hal  stone*, 
elates  or  bricks,  or  by  stones  laid  ou  the  ground  at  the 
tance,  and  covered  in  the  above  manner ;  the  use  of  these  being 
to  give  air  to  the  fire,  and  make  it  bum  better.  The  end  mnat 
be  brought  a  foot  on  each  side  without  the  sod  walls,  and  caretiilly 
kept  from  being  cboaked  up  with  the  ashes  or  rubbiKh,  B  B 
are  the  sod  walls,  about  10  or  12  inches  thick  ;  they  must  be  3 
feet  distance  from  each  other ;  the  use  of  them  i»  l«  keep  fuel 
and  clay  tight,  and  confine  the  heat.  Raise  all  the  sod  walls  two 
feet  and  an  half  high,  except  the  sides  next  the  wind,  fill  the  spaces 
between  the  walls  with  turf,  fm-zc,  wood,  or  any  manner  of  firing, 
and  thereon  lay  dry  clay  6  or  8  inches  thick,  very  close  and  even, 
set  fire  to  it  on  the  windward  side,  and  then  build  up  that  side 
also  to  the  level  of  the  other  sod  walls ;  when  the  clay  begins  to 
look  red,  throw  on  more  by  degrees  ;  the  greatest  diliiculty  is 
to  get  the  first  clay  well  ou  fire,  when  that  is  accomplished  after 
the  first  day,  it  wants  no  other  attendance  than  to  throw  on  some 
&esh  clay  morning  and  evening,  and  it  will  continue  burning  as 
long  as  you  please,  till  you  can  throw  the  clay  im  higher.  The 
clay  may  he  used  just  as  it  is  dug  out  of  the  pit.  Tlie  sod  walls 
on  the  eudH  and  sides  must  from  time  to  time  be  raised  as  high  ■■ 
the  clay  to  keep  in  the  heat ;  if  the  fire  be  too  weak,  it  may  be 
helped  by  giving  it  vent  by  a  poker  from  the  top,  or  if  it  goes  out, 
it  may  be  renewed  by  putting  in  some  IVesh  fuel  and  clay.  When 
you  fcil  to  supply  it  with  fresh  clay,  the  fire  will  go  out ;  the  clay  . 
will  then  appear  like  the  rubbish  of  a  brick-kiln.  Lay  the  e 
quantity  of  it  on  your  land  that  you  would  of  dung;  but  as  poop  I 
and  light  land  requires  more  than  strong  ground,  experience  must  I 
determine  the  exact  quantity.     The  frost  and  rain  will  dissolrs  J 
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all  the  large  lumps.  It  will  cxfeetlinglj  enrich  your  land,  either 
for  ci>m,  flax,  or^rass ;  it  killn  all  sprats  {jancai)  »nA  produces  a 
fine  Eweet  herba^'e,  that  lasts  irnay  jcan<.  Cbuae  the  place  for 
joilF  Itilo,  where  the  claj  is  thii^k  and  most  convenient  tor  carriago 
to  jour  fielde  that  want  manure  ;  it  will  be  well  wurch  j'our  pains 
to  bum  any  clay  or  earth  iu  this  manner  (sand  and  gravel  only 
excepted) :  it  ia  a  very  cheap  manure,  and  hardly  inferior  to  the 
marie,  shells,  lime,  rand  ur  sea  weed,  that  have  enriclied  all  the 
fanners  of  this  klui^dom,  irlio  have  had  senxe  and  industry'  enough 
to  make  use  of  them.      The  best  kiln  16  feet  wide, 

Mr.  Leely  practised  the  drill  husbandry  several  years,  in  con- 
seijuence  of  the  recommendationa  of  Mr.  Wynn  Baker.  He 
bought  of  him  a  complete  set  of  toobi  fur  the  purpose,  a  drill 
plough,  horse-hoes.  &c.  and  spared  neither  attention  or  expence 
to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  but  found  that  it  would  not  answer  at  all, 
nnd  then  gave  it  up.  Lucerne  by  transplantation  he  also  tried, 
iwiug  Mr.  Baker's  instnictious  exactly;  but  that  did  no  better 
the  other,  and  he  ploughed  it  up. 
cattle,  Mr.  Lesly  lias  been  equally 
of  Mr.  Bakeweil's  bulls  two  years  a 


foU(« 
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Uftlves  by  him,  but  they  are 
merit  i>f  tlie  breed  :  the  bull 
has  made  considerable 


entive ;  he  procured 
and  has  bred  many 
age  to  judge  of  the 
,  very  hne  one.  In  draining  he 
principally  by  hollow  ones.  Mr. 
Lesly 's  granary  ia  one  of  the  best  contrived  I  have  seen  in  Ireland; 
it  is  raised  over  the  threshing  floor  of  his  barn,  and  the  floor  of  it 
b  a  hiiir-cloth  for  the  air  to  pass  through  tlie  heap,  which  is  a 
gond  contrivance.  The  whole  building  is  well  executed  and  very 
convenient,  and  contains  two  large  bullock  sheds. 

The  common  hu.-bandry  around  Lesly  Hdl  is  like  that  of  the 
rest  of  the  manufacturing  part  of  Ireland.  The  country  is  in 
Tery  small  division^  of  from  S  to  30  acres,  and  the  rent  upon  an 
average  12x.  Rent  of  the  whole  county  not  5i.  Londonderry 
not  »o  much. 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Flax.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats.  5.  Weeds  for  i 
years,  called  a  lay. 

1.  Potatoes.     2.  Barley.      3.  Oats.     4.  OaU.     3,  Wceils  for  2 

An  acre  ofpokUoe». 

Rent 0  12     0 

Thrre  bolls  seed,  'Ms 1    10     0 


Carried  fninnrd 


£2 
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Brauglit  forworJ  ...£120 

Duag,  160lowl3,uc;i<^ 2     0     0 

Spri-iiijing.  plHiitJng,  and  imu-'hing      .     .        ISO 

No  weeding  b«c«tue  lay  ground. 

Taking  up,  &c 10    0 

£7    7     0 

Pboiiuck, 

310  buKbelH  Dl  1' 16     U     U 

Eit,,e„fe8 7     J     (» 

Prufil £8   la     0 

Prime  cost  5^d.  per  biuhel. 
A  man,  his  wife  and  4  children,  will  eat  4  bushels  ft  week. 
the;  live  upcm  oatmeal,  the;  will  eat  40  lb.  or  2  busheU  at  oata. 
Average  price  ofuatmeal  2i.  2d.  a  score  poimda.      Of  barley  si 
3  bushels  and  get  70.      Of  oau  the;  sow  7  bushels  and  get  40  the 
drat  crop,  aoil  30  the  second,  and  if  they  run  a  third  crup.  not 
more  than  20.     A  little  lime  used. 

Eijimce  of  an  acre  ofjhx. 

Hem  'is.  for  JO  pvrohcs  iwii-i'  piuughed  und  harroHod   .  i  Vl     0 

Tjlhe 080 

4  bushels  tifsned 200 

Taking  otTiCunei.  and  <*lnd> 0     U     M 

Weeding OBO 

PulljnK 040 

Laying  in  water OSS 

Tolling  out  and  grassing OBO 

Li lling  and  drying  with  fire 0   16     4 

Beetling  iind  Hculihing,  IS  slone,  at  It.  4(/ 110 

Heckling  ditto 110 

£»     :(     8 

c  of  flax  will,  atler  heckling,  be  5  lb.  niid  3  lb.  of  tow. 

Flax  per  acre,  80  lb.  at  In.  Ii/ 4      ti     8 

48  lb.  of  low,  6rf 14     0 

£j   10     S 

Expentea 9     3     8 

Product oins 

£.1  13     0 
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This  account  surprized  me  lo  much,  that  I  repented  the 

eitquirj.  and  hod  it  confirmed.     TIio  Hhx  is,  liowcver,  gener&llj 

aOTCti  on  their  owu  land,  tmd  in  that  case  only  tlie  common  rent  to 

be  reckoned.     The  3  lb.  of  Hax  will  spin  into  9  hank  yam  43 

hanks,  and  a  woman  will  epiu  4  a  week,  the  price  for  spinning 

Gd.  a  hank.     If  the;  are  hired,  thej  are  paid  £3  a  year    and 

I  iboard.     Of  these  9  hank  yarn,  the  cloth  made  takea  50  hanks  to 

I  «  web  of  25  yard.4,  but  they  make  double  webs  generally  of  twice 

r  Ihat  length  ;  of  7  hank  yam  a  web  of  48  yards,  32  inch  wide, 

vill  take  88  haidcs  ;   a  man  weaves  it  in  13  days,  ia  paid  25(.  and 

aells  it  fur  3*.  a  yard  green.     The  tow  is  spun  into  2  bank  yarn, 

and  wove  into  coarse  cloth. 

The  food  of  the  poor  people  ia  potatoes,  oatmeal,  and 
milk.     They  generally  keep  cows ;  aome  of  them  will  have 
a  quarter  or  a  side  of  beef  in  winter,  but  not  all.     Upon 
the  whole,  they  are  in  general  much  better  off  than  they 
were  20  years  ago,  and  dreaa  remarkably  well.     The  manu- 
facture is  at  present  very  flourishing.    When  the  price  of 
cloth  is  low  or  bad,  numbers  of  weavers  turn  labourers. 
The  emigrations  were  considerable  in  1772  and  1773,  and 
leanied  ofE  a  good  deal  of  money,  but  it  was  chiofly  of 
idissolute  and  idle  people :  they  were  not  missed  at  all. 
There  is  some  land  yet  in  the  rundale  way,  but  20  years 
_  I  much  more ;  also  ebange-dale,  which  is  every  man 
ibanging  bis  land  every  year. 
Bents  have  fallen,  in  4  years,  3s.  an  aere,  and  are  but 
kjust  beginning  to  get  up  again.     La,nd  sella  at  21  years' 
■  tnirchasi.'.    Labour  has  risen,  in  20  years,  from  5rf.  to  9d, 
|!No  rise  in  the  price  of  provisions  in  20  years,  or  very  little, 
e  religion  ten  to  one  Presby  tori  ana. 

August  4th,  accompanied  Mr.  Lcaly  to  his  brother's  at , 

^fithin  3  miles  of  the  Giant's  Caitscway,  where  I  had  the  pleasure 
■r!l)f  learning  several  particiilai's  concerning  the  country  upon  the 
They  measure  by  the  Cunningham -acre,  and  rents  are  on 
Ian  average  Vlt.  Along  the  coast  there  is  a  tract  of  clay  at  from 
■•24f.  to  20*.     The  courses  of  crops  : 

1.  Fotatoefi.     2.  Barley.     3.  Oats.     4.  Oats. 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  Barley.  3.  Flax.  4.  Oata.  fl.  Oats,  and 
llben  lay  out  for  3  years. 

Much  of  the  country  is  in  the  rundale  and  likewise  in  the 
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change-dale  sjBtem.  The  little  funDers  ore  nil  wearers,  who 
wesre  10  or  1200  linen,  and  iipin  great  quantities  of  jam  for  the 
Derrj  market.  OatmeAl  anJ  potatoes  are  the  general  food  of  the 
tower  people,  who  reckon  that  one  harrel  of  potatoes,  to  live  on, 
is  equal  to  2  bushels  of  meal.  One  barrel  will  Inat  a  family  of 
six  eight  dnjs,  and  costs  on  an  average  3s.  6d.  or  4«.  Oatmeal 
It.  2d.  to  3t.  6d.  the  20  lb.  but  l^d.  per  lb.  on  an  average.  Odb 
bushel  of  oaU  yields  18  lb.  of  meal.  The  oata  arc  dried  at  borne 
with  turf  on  kilns,  which  cost  &oni  £3  to  £5 ;  they  are  then  sent 
to  a  mill  to  be  shelled,  in  which  operation  tbey  lose  half;  after 
which  they  are  ground  j  the  landlord  appoints  the  mil!,  and  they 
pay  22d.  for  it. 

The  average  crop  of  potatoes  is  300  bushels  on  the  Cunningham 
acre,  which  w  239  to  the  English.      The  account  they  state  thus ; 

Kent 0  15  0 

County  cess 0     0  6 

Seed,  30  bushels,  at  1« 110  0 

300  toad  of  dung,  at  9i! S  10  0 

Putting  in  40  men  a  day,  at  6(j.    .     .  10  0 

Weeding 0  ID  0 

Digging,  &c.,  &a 10  0 

£B    G    6 

Pboddce. 

300  buslielg,  at  l> IS     0     0 

Expenccs HS6 

Froiit    .     .     £S  U    6 

Prime  cost  per  bushel,  6fd. 

They  are,  however,  sometimes  so  low  that,  instead  of  profit,  the 
account  is  a  losing  one ;  last  year  they  were  4d.  a  bushel,  and  in 
Colerainc  3d.  Oats  are  now  U.  a  bi^shel;  several  thousand 
bushels  have  been  exported  from  Colerainc  tu  London  at  that  price. 

There  ia  a  couBiderable  salmon  Sshery  od  the  coiut ;  the 
fish  are  cured  in  puncheona  with  common  salt,  and  then  in 
tierces  of  42  gallons  each,  6  of  which  make  a  ton ;  and  it 
sells  at  present  at  .£17  a  ton,  but  never  before  more  than 
£16;  average  for  10  years  .£14.     This  rise  of  price  is  attri- 

Lbuted  to  the  American  supply  of  the  Mediterranean  with 
fish  being  cut  off, 
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Eode  from  Mr.  Lesly'a  to  view  the  Giant's  Causewaj. 
It  is  oerlainly  a  very  great  curiosity,  as  an  object  for  epetu- 
lation,  upon  the  manner  o£  ite  formation  ;  whether  it  owes 
its  origin  to  fire,  and  ia  a  species  of  lava,  or  to  cbryetaliza- 
tion,  or  to  whatever  cause,  is  a  point  tliat  has  employed  the 
attention  of  men  much  more  able  to  decide  upon  it  than  I 
am ;  and  has  been  so  often  treated,  that  nothing  I  could 
say  could  be  new.  When  two  bits  of  these  basaltes  are 
rubbed  together  quick,  they  emit  a  considerable  scent  like 
burnt  leather.  Neither  the  scenery  of  the  Causeway,  nor  of 
the  adjacent  mountains,  ia  very  magnificent,  though  the  difta 
are  bold  ;  but  for  a  considerable  distance  there  is  a  strong 
dispoeitiou  in  the  rocks  to  run  into  pentagonal  cylinders, 
I  snd  even  at  Bridge,  by  Mr.  Lesly's,  is  a  rock 

I  in  which  the  same  disposition  is  plainly  visible.     I  believe 
I  the  Causeway  would  have  struck  me  more  if  I  had  not  seen 
the  prints  of  Staffa. 

Eetumed  to  Lesly  Hill ;  and  August  5th  departed  for 

Coleraine.'    There  tie  Kiglit  Hon.  Mr.  Jackson  assisted  me 

with  the  greatest  politeness  in  procuring  the  intelligence 

I  wished  about  the  salmon  fishery,  which  is  the  greatest  in 

the  kingdom ;  and  viewed  both  fisheries  above  and  below 

the  town,  very  pleasantly  situated  on  the  river  Ban.     The 

salmon  spawn  in  all  the  rivers  that  run  into  the  Ban  about 

the  beginning  of  August,  and,  as  soon  as  they  have  done, 

Bwim  to  the  sea,  where  they  stay  till  January,  when  they 

begin  to  return  to  tho  fresh  water,  and  continue  doing  it 

I    till  August,  in  which  voyage  they  are  taken ;  the  nets  are 

L  Bet  the  middle  of  January,  but  by  Act  of  Parliament  no 

I  Beta  nor  weirs  can  be  kept  down  after  the  12th  of  August. 

'  All  the  fisheries  on  the  river  Ban  let  at  MOOO  a  year. 

'    From  the  sea  to  the  rock  above  Coleraine,  where  the  weirs 

are  built,  belongs  to  the  London  Companies  ;  the  greatest 

part  of  the  rest  to  Lord  Donnegal.     The  eel  fisheries  let  at 

jQlOOO  a  year,  and  the  salmon  fisheries  at  Coleraine,  .£1000. 

The  eels  make  periodical  voyages,  as  the  salmon,  but  instead 

of  spawning  in  the  fresh  water,  they  go  to  the  sea  to  spawn, 

and  the  young  fry  return  against  the  stream  ;  to  enable 

them  to  do  which  with  greater  ease  at  the  leap,  straw  ropes 

'  Co.  Derry. 
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are  hung  in  the  water  for  them  [  when  they  return  to  sea, 
they  are  taken :  many  of  them  weigh  9  or  10  lb.  The 
young  salmon  are  called  grawU,  and  grow  at  a,  rate  which 
I  ehould  suppose  scarce  any  fiah  commonly  known  equals  ; 
for  within  the  year  some  of  them  will  come  to  16  and  18  lb. 
but  in  general  10  or  12  lb.  euch  as  escape  the  first  year's 
fishery  are  salmon  ;  and  at  2  years  old  will  generally  weigh 
20  to  25  lb.  This  year's  fishery  has  proved  the  greatest 
that  ever  was  known,  and  they  had  the  largest  hawl,  taking 
1452  salmon  at  one  drag  of  one  net.  In  the  year  1758 
they  had  882,  which  was  the  next  greatest  hawl.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  370  drawn  in  at  once.  They  have  this 
year  taken  iOO  ton  of  fish ;  200  sold  fresh  at  \d.  and  \\d. 
a  lb.  and  200  salted,  at  .£18  and  ^20  per  ton,  which  are  sent 
to  London,  Spain,  and  Italy.  The  fishery  employs  80  men, 
and  the  esi>ence8  in  general  calculated  to  equal  the  rent. 

The  linen  manufacture  is  very  general  about  Coleraine, 
coarse  ten  hundred  linen.  It  is  carried  to  Dublin  in  cars 
110  miles,  at  5«.  per  cwt.  in  summer,  and  7g.  6(i.  in  winter. 

Rents  in  Derry  10».  6d.  the  Irish  acre ;  and  farms  from 
6  to  15  acres.  The  emigrations  from  this  neighbourhood 
were  in  general  of  idle,  loose,  disorderly  people.  It  is  at 
present,  I  was  informed,  too  populous ;  and  if  the  emigra- 
tions are  not  renewed,  the  ill  effects  will  be  severely  felt. 
The  whole  county  of  Derry  belongs  to  the  Iiondon  Com- 
panies and  the  Bishop,  except  some  trifling  projiertieH. 
TIkere  is  a  little  trade  at  Cukraine  in  hides,  butter,  and 
fish,  and  some  meal  is  imparted,  which  sounds  strange  after 
hearing  that  so  many  oats  had  been  exported. 

Mr.  Jackson  has  made  great  improvements  to  bis  house, 
which  is  situated  in  a  very  pretty  domain  of  85  acres  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  all  the  timber  he  has  used  is  out  of 
hia  bog;  he  gets  very  large  oak  and  fir  trees:  they  are 
found  20  feet  deep,  and  all  lie  exactly  east  and  west. 

August  6th,  to  Newtown-Limmavaddy ' ;  went  by  Magil- 
ligan,'  for  the  sake  of  seeing  the  new  house  building  on 
the  sea  coast  by  the  Bishop  of  Derry.  which  will  be  a 
large  and  convenient  edifice,  the  shell  not  finished;  it 
stands  on  a  bold  shore,  but  in  a  country  where  a  tree  is  a 
rarity. 

'  Newluwn-LiniiTKly,  co.  Derry.  '  MagiUigun,  co.  Derry. 
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At  Magilligaii  is  a  rabbit  warren,  which  yields  on  an 
average  3000  dozen  per  ann.,  last  year  4000,  and  5000  have 
been  known.  The  bodies  are  sold  at  2i?.  a  couple ;  but  the 
skins  are  sent  to  Dublin  at  5e.  7d.  to  6«.  a  dozen,  selling 
from  dei500  to  ^£1800  a  year.  The  warren  is  a  sandy 
tract  on  the  shore,  and  belongs  to  the  Bishop.  1  was  in- 
formed that  at  Hombead  iu  Donnegitl,  Mr.  Stewart  has  a 
warren  of  sand  25  miles  long. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Nevrtnwn-Limmavaddy  gsve  me  the  fulloiving 
particulars  of  tbtkt  iiciglibourhood.  Farms  rise  so  high  ns  60  tA 
70  acres,  and  a  few  to  200,  in  genernl  about  40  acres ;  many 
weavers'  patches  at  3  or  4 ;  but  the  farmers  themselves  have  jam 
spim  in  their  houses,  which  they  give  to  the  weavers  to  make  into 
cloth  ;  tlie  former  himself  attending  to  nothing  but  the  nianage- 
ment  of  his  land.  This  appears  to  me  a  sign  tliut  I  shall  soon 
quit  the  linen  country ;  for  tlieae  are  more  of  farmers  than  any 
set  1  have  met  with  for  some  time.  Rents  for  a  few  miles  about 
the  town,  not  including  the  town  porks  nor  mountain,  are  at  5a. 
the  parks  30i.  the  mountaina  are  tn  great  quantities,  more  than 
of  cultivated  land ;  and  all  they  do  is  to  raise  some  young  cattle 
upoD  them  and  feed  some  sheep.  The  5i.  are  old  rents,  but  new 
are  lOi.  which  is  the  general  average.  Cunningham  measure  : 
of  the  whole  county  on  an  avenge  not  more  than  ia.  including 
bog  and  mountain. 

I.  Potatoes,  value  on  an  average  £10.  2.  Barley,  3  holla,  at 
12  bushels.  3.  Oats,  worth  fiO»,  4.  Oats,  fl.  Flax.  6.  Lay  3 
or  3  years,  some  sow  grasses,  clover,  &e.  7.  Oats.  8.  Data. 
Manures  are  shells  from  the  Loch  shore  and  lime  ;  lay  GO  barrels 
of  sliells  per  acre,  at  1*.  a  barrel  on  the  land,  will  lost  from  5  to 
7  years  ;  the  effect  very  great.  Prefer  it  to  hme  for  light  land ; 
but  for  deep  clay  ground  lime  beat:  of  which  100  barrels  at  i». 
Man  shells  used  than  lime.  Mountains  beginning  to  be  improved ; 
tliey  pay  np  to  1(.  Sd.  an  acre  ;  lime  at  120  barrels  an  acre  ;  sow 
oats  in  Eiici^ssion,  as  long  as  the  land  will  bear  them,  get  pretty 
good  crops,  but  late :  the  soil  is  very  wet,  but  they  drain  it  with 
ditches. 

The  linen  manufacture  is  from  10  hundred  to  16.  They  raise 
their  own  fiax ;  the  crops  28  stone  per  acre  ;  after  scutching 
worth  5*.  id.  a  stone. 
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Rent  of  nil  Bi-re  twice  ploughed  and  harrowed  ,  2  12  0 

Seed,  4  bushels,  at  ISj 3     8  0 

Clods  and  atonea 0    2  0 

Weeding 030 

Poiling,  10  women,  at  8d 0     6  8 

Carrying  to  watur                0    5  0 

Taking  out  and  grassing 0    5  0 

Lifting  atid  carrying 0    ^  0 

Drying  10  Iciahea  tnrf,  I0«.  lubour  2j.    ...  0  12  0 

Beetlini;  at  home,  16  wiimea,  at  Bil 0  10  a 

Scutching,  U.  4J.  a  stone 1   IS  4 

Beckling,  Bif,  dillo 0  IT  B 

£10    0    4 

The  jam  from  2  to  10  banks  a  lb.  gcucrallj  4 ;  spin  a  honk 
R  daj  :  are  hired  for  it  at  £3  3».  a  year ;  if  done  in  tlic  cabbin, 
are  paid  from  id,  to  4^/1.  a  hank. 

The  poor  live  on  potatoes,  milk,  and  oatmeal,  with  many 
herrings  and  salmon ;  very  little  fresh.  In  10  or  15  years, 
their  circumstances  are  improved  j  they  live  and  drees 
better,  and  have  better  cabbins. 

The  emignitions  were  reij  great  from  hence,  of  both  idle 
and  industrious,  and  tarried  large  sums  with  them.  Not 
too  populous  at  present.  They  have  a  ^eat  spirit  of 
dividing  their  farms,  however  small,  from  which  many 
inconveniences  arise ;  the  farmers  will  do  the  same  with 
thoir  farms.  Bents  have  fallen,  in  five  years,  3«.  Bd.  in  the 
pound,  and  are  still  rather  upon  the  decline.  The  manu- 
facture flourishes  most  when  oatmeal  ia  not  lower  than  li/. 
a  lb.  A  bushel  of  potatoes  ia  reckoned  equal  to  20  lb.  of 
oatmeal. 

From  Limmavaddy  to  Derry  '  there  is  very  little  unculti- 
vated land.  Within  4  miles  of  the  latter,  rents  are  from 
12r.  to  20«.  mountains  paid  for  but  in  the  gross.  Beached 
Derry  at  night,  and  waited  two  hours  in  the  dark  before 
the  ferry-boat  came  over  for  me. 

August  7tb,  in  the  morning  went  to  the  Bishop's  palace 

'  Derry  became  olRRiaHy  known  as  Londonderry  after  the  grant  by 
the  Crown  of  the  conRacated  pmpcrtiea  of  (be  Irish  chieftaiiu  to  (he 
CorporBtioQ  of  London  in  1S09  ;  but  the  double  name  nas  not  in  coni- 
mon  TUB  at  (be  date  of  Yonnff's  viHit.     The  efltatfn  nf  Iha  T.ondon  Com- 


U,  the  date  of  Yonng 


ni?  uuuuiH  iiuuii?  vp-as  nob  lu  i/uiu- 
The  estates  of  the  London  Com- 


)  date  of  Yonng'a  vialt.    The  estates  of  the 
'  rapidly  being  dispoied  of  to  the  occupying 
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^^1  to  leave  m;  lettera  of  recommendatioQ ;  for  I  vaa  informed 

^^B  of  mj  miefartuDe  in  his  being  out  of  the  kingdom.*     He 

^H  vaa  upon  a  voja^e  to  Staffa,  and  had  eeat  home  some  of 

^H  the  stonee  of  which  it  coasiets  ;  they  appeared  perfeetlj  to 

^H  Teeemble  in  shape,  colour,  and  smell,  those  of  the  Giant's 

^B    CauHeway.    I  felt  at  once  the  extent  of  my  loss  in  the 

absence  of  his  lordship,  who  I  had  been  repeatjjdly  told  waa 

one  of  the  men  in  all  Ireland  the  most  able  to  give  me  a 

Tariety  of  useful  information,  irith  at  the  same  time  the 

most  liberal  spirit  of  communication. 

Waited  on  Mr.  Robert  Alexander,  one  of  the  principal  mer- 
chants of  Derry,  who  very  obligingly  took  every  means  of  pro- 
curing me  auch  information  as  I  wantecl ;  rode  with  me  to  Loch 
Swilly  for  viewing  the  scene  of  the  herring  fishery,  and,  asEiated 
by  the  Kev.  Mr.  Barnard,  gave  me  tbe  foUowing  particulars  con- 
cembg  it. 

■        In  tbe  barony  of  Inniahoen,  the  courses  are,  1.  Barley  $  barrels; 
3.  oaU  10 ;  3.  oats  6  ;   4.  lay  far  3  years. 
1.  Oats  ;  2.  oats  ;   3.  oats ;   4.  lay  3  years. 
1.  Potatoes  on  lay  ;   2.  barley ;   3.  oats  10  barrels  i  4.  oats  6  ; 
S.  oats  5  ;  6.  lay  3  years. 

1.  Potatoes  £10.  2.  barley ;  3.  oats ;  4.  oats ;  S.  flax  4  Cwt. 
Barley  the  principal  crop,  and  generally  worth  £5  to  £C.  Rent 
of  the  whole  peninsula  to  Lord  Donnegal  £11,000,  and  to  the 
occupying  tenant  £22,000.  The  meaaiire  is  the  plantation  acre. 
The  bottoms  of  Innishocn  20j.  an  acre  :  the  whole  county  of 
Donnegal  not  1«.  The  linen  is  getting  tn  hot  very  slowly,  but 
spinning  very  general,  and  the  best  yarn  in  all  the  north :  they 
spin  all  their  own  flax,  and  generally  into  3  bank  yam  ;  which  all 
goes  to  Derry,  and  from  thence  to  Manchester.  The  spinners 
spin  a  hank  a  day :  a  pound  of  flax  worth  Gd.  spins  into  3  hanks, 
which  sell  at  present  at  l^.  9il.  which  is  5d.  a  day  earning,  but  in 
common  only  4d.  Flax  yields  per  acre  scutched  3^  Cwt.  at  S^rf. 
per  lb.  sella  on  foot  at  £6  to  £8  cxpenccs  per  acre,  scutching 
included,  £5  14>. 

Tbe  isle  of  Inch  belongs  to  Lord  Donnegal ;  £300  rent  and 
£6000  fine,  and  the  occupying  tenants  pay  £1100  a  year,  there 
are  2000  acres.     The  size  of  farms  in  Innishoen  are  from  10  to  80 
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teres,  with  a  mn  on  the  mountwiis  fiir  cottlo.  They  have  lime 
stone  in  mnnj  parta  of  the  country,  shells  in  great  plenty  in  the 
lochR,  which  sell  iLt  Sd.  a  bnrrel  for  hurning  into  lime ;  other 
rotten  shells  in  vrhole  baolcB  for  mciDure,  which  they  use  much, 
laying  40  barrels  per  acre.  The  soil  a  slaty  gravel  mixed  with 
clay,  with  springs :  the  effecl  of  the  shells  not  great,  except  upon 
mountain  land  drained,  where  they  throw  up  white  clover.  There 
is  a  fall  in  the  rent  of  lands  in  4or  Gve  years.  Itetigion  generally 
Roman  Catholic.  Sea  weed  much  used  for  potatoes ;  and  ex- 
cellent for  garden  cabbages. 

Eowed  from  Fawn '  to  Inch  lelojid  across  tho  loch,  the 
Bceuery  amazingly  fine,  the  lands  everywhere  high  and  bold, 
with  one  of  the  nobleat  outlines  any  where  lo  be  seen. 
Inch  ia  a  prodigiously  fine  extensive  island,  all  bi^h  lands, 
with  cultivation  spreading  over  it,  little  clusters  of  cabbina, 
with  groups  of  wood :  the  water  of  a  great  depth :  and  A 
safe  harbour  for  any  number  of  ships :  here  is  the  great 
resort  of  vessels  for  the  herring  fishery ;  it  begins  the 
middle  of  October,  and  ends  about  Christmas ;  it  lias  been 
5  years  rising  to  what  it  is  at  present ;  last  year  500  boats 
were  employed  in  it :  Iho  farmers  and  coast- in  habitants 
build  and  send  them  out,  and  either  fish  on  their  own 
account,  or  let  them ;  but  the  latter  most  common.  Five 
men  take  a  boat,  eaeh  man  half  a  share,  each  net  half  and 
the  boat  a  whole  one.  A  boat  costs  ^£10  on  an  average, 
each  has  6  stand  of  nets  at  .£2.  In  a  middling  year  each 
boat  will  take  6000  herrings  a  night,  during  the  season,  6 
times  a  week,  the  price  on  an  average  4«.  2d.  a  1000  from 
the  water,  home  consumption  takes  the  most,  and  the  ship- 
ping, which  lies  here  for  tbe  i>urpoBe,  the  rest. 

The  ships  on  the  sUtioji  for  baying  are  from  20  to  100  tons, 
and  have  the  bounty  of  20k.  a  ton. 

By  the  Act  they  are  to  be  built  since  the  year  1 766,  each  has 
one  or  two  boats  for  lisliing;  also  for  the  first  20  tons  they  must 
have  8  men,  and  2  to  every  8  ton  above  SO,  The  merchunl^ 
who  have  the  ships,  both  buy  of  the  country  boatti  and  fish  them- 
selves i  they  both  cure  for  barrel  and  in  bulk,  that  is,  salted  in  the 
hold  of  u  ship  ;   a  ton  of  salt  will  cure  10,000  herrings,  500  herrings 
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in  a  barrel  of  those  of  Loch'Swillj,  butSDO  at  Eilljbcgs,'  Thej 
mmie  tlieir  owd  barrelfl  of  Americftu  staves,  but  now  of  fir;  1000 
atavt's,  Pliiladdjiliia,  will  make  B  ton  or  64  barrels,  and  tUe  price 
£6  tlie  IfiOO,  making  Ud.  each  barrel,  20  hoops  to  the  barrel, 
at&/. 

^SO0  bOHta,  last  jear,  at  5  men £2,500 
Men  on  shore  saltln? 300 
lo  guKing,  a  little  boj,  10  or  I'J  yean  olil,  at  a  hair- 
penny  a  hundred,  will  earn  lOi/.  a  day, 
eo  ships  at  10  men 600 

Twine  ofa40».fltand  of  nets,  20».  therefore  2  0»,  for  labour;  271b. 
of  Sax,  spun  into  16  or  18  lb.  of  twine,  make  a  stand. 

Mr.  Alexander  began  the  fishery  in  1773,  when  he 
employed  two  eloopa  only,  each  of  40  tons,  la  1774,  he 
employed  the  two  sloops  and  a  brig  of  100  tons,  the  latter 
of  which  he  sent  to  Antigua  with  650  barrels,  beaidee  what 
he  sold  at  home,  tind  loaded  the  sloops  in  bulk  for  the 
coast  trade.  In  1775,  he  had  the  same  brig  and  three 
sloops,  and  loaded  all  four  in  bulk  for  the  coast  trade  ;  one 
of  which  OE  her  voyage  was  put  ashore  at  Black  Sod,  in 
the  county  of  Mayo;  and.  thouf;h  the  sloop  was  not  the 
least  injured,  the  country  came  down,  obliged  the  crew  to 
go  on  shore,  threatening  to  murder  them  if  they  did  not, 
and  then  not  only  robbed  the  vessel  of  her  cai^o,  but  of 
every  portable  material.  The  cargo  was  40  ton,  or  160,000 
herrings,  Besides  what  was  sent  coastwise  this  year,  he 
exported  on  board  bis  ship,  the  Alexander,  340  tons,  not  in 
the  herring  trade,  1 750  barrels  to  the  West-Indies.  Here 
has  been  a  vast  eucrease  of  the  fishery  in  the  hands  of  one 
person,  which  shews  clearly  what  might  be  done  if  larger 
capitals  were  employed.  Mr.  Alexander  was  prevented  last 
year  from  doing  so  much  as  he  might  have  done ;  and  what 
ho  did  was  at  a  very  great  expence,  for  want  of  proper  houses, 
which  are  not  to  be  had  on  Loch  Swilly ;  and,  in  order  to 
remedy  this  incouvenienee.  has  this  year,  1776,  built  on  the 
IK>iut  of  loch  Island,  called  the  Downing,  acompletesatting- 
huuse,  consisting  of  a  range  of  houses  for  all  the  opera- 
tions, divided  into  four  apartments,  one  of  20  feet  by  18,  a 
Ijrtore-room  for  coarse  salt,  which  will  hold  150  to  200  tons  ; 
'  Kllljbegs,  SoDlh  Donpgnl. 
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another  of  the  same  dimensionB  for  fine  Bait ;  a  third  for 
receiving  the  herrings  from  the  boats  and  gutting  them,  of 
the  same  eiz© ;  and  a  fourth  for  a.  cooper's  shop.  These 
apartments  all  communicate  with  a  second  range.  80  hj  18, 
which  IB  filled  with  vesBels  for  Btriking  the  herringB,  that 
is,  putting  them  for  salt  for  10  or  12  days  j  this  com- 
municates with  a  third  house,  80  by  14,  in  which  the 
herrings,  being  taken  from  the  vessela  above  mentioned, 
are  barrelled  and  finished  ofE  for  the  ships.  Besides  these 
there  is  a  dwelling-house  for  the  clerks,  Ac.  of  28  by  H. 
All  these  buildings  are  substantially  erected  of  stone,  and 
covered  with  slate.  The  finishing-house  contains  the  boata 
when  not  in  use,  and  above  it  is  a  Light  loft  for  the  nets. 
Over  the  curing-house  is  a  large  loft  for  the  empty  barrels ; 
and  over  the  cooper's  shop  are  apartments  for  the  workmen, 
and  over  the  gutting-house  is  a  hoop  store.  But  the  salt 
houses  are  filled  to  the  roof.  All  these  buildings  Mr, 
Alexander  eipects  to  finish  completely  for  ^£500.  In  1775 
there  were  about  1.800  barrels  exported  besides  Mr. 
Alexander's.  There  were  that  year  fish  enough  in  the 
Loch  for  all  the  boats  of  Europe.  They  swarmed  so,  that 
a  boat  which  went  out  at  7  in  the  evening,  returned  at  11 
full,  and  went  out  on  a  second  trip.  The  fellows  said  it 
was  difficult  to  row  through  them ;  and  every  winter  the 
plenty  has  been  great,  only  the  weather  not  equally  good 
for  taking,  which  cannot  go  on  in  a  stormy  night.  In  the 
buildings  above  described  Mr.  Alexander  will  be  able  to 
save  100,000  herrings  a  day,  which  will  take  10  tons  of  salt, 
17  or  18  boats,  and  90  men  ;  6  men  to  carry  from  boats  to 
the  gutting-house ;  40  boys,  women,  and  girls  to  gut ;  4  to 
carry  from  gut-house  to  curing-house  ;  10  men  first  salting 
and  packing ;  8  men  to  draw  from  the  vessels,  and  carry  to 
the  barreling-house  ;  and  10  packing  into  barrels,  which  10 
packers  will  keep  5  coopers  employed  ;  6  men  more  will  be 
employed  in  ranging  the  barrels  and  jjjckling  off ;  8  men 
more  carrying  to  the  ship's  boats.  If  100,000  herrings 
come  in  regularly  every  day,  this  would  be  tho  courae  of 
the  business,  lie  buildings  are  in  fact  a  market  for  the 
country  boats  to  resort  to  every  day  to  sell  their  herrings, 
as  far  as  the  quantity  above  mentioned  extends. 


L   Caleuiation  of  the  expeneet  uf  this  builnenSy  nippotivg  100,000 


herrings  cured  every  day. 


Bilding*,  £fiOO  ir 
Tliia  bigb  r 


lOfil 


It  of  thai 


eckoned  o 


Open 


of  t1 


precariaiuneiu  of  all  herrine-fiflheTies,  ns  they  fretjue 
fursako  scajanil  bnyfl  ;  nnd,if  IhBjwore  Wquil  Loch  Swilly, 
tlie  biiildiDgs  would  be  of  little  use  but  to  let  for  a,  UiHc  aa 
cabbins. 

IlSbMta,  ftt£10      ......     ISO    □    0 
I           UOatuidaofBetB,  at  40(.        ...     1»0    0    0 
^-                                                                     £360    0    0 
Interest,  at  6  per  Rent !I  13    I 
RepairiDs  the  boats,  409 3fi    0    < 
,           Ditto  aetB,  they  laat  but  two  seasans 90    0    I 
Wages  of  90  tislicrnien,  al  li.  id.  a  day,  8  weeks      .     324    0    I 
£SS1  IS    I 
N.B. — At  this  eipeuce  of  Rshing,  the  prime  cost  of  Llie 
herrings,  suppose  6,000  lukeii  by  each  boutOi  night,  JB  -Is. 
per  1,000  :  but  it  mutt  be  obrinus  that  tlie  buai«  <«nnot 
always  go  out,  neither  will  hired  men  Rsh  for  their  masters 
aa  tbej  will  for  themaelres.    Bmce  tho  merchant  maytitiil 
it  more  advantageous  to  buy  at  i».  id.  than  lo  depend  en- 
■'tinljr  on  his  own  bouts. 

Wagesofsa  men,  al  Is,  lt2.  ^d|y,jB  HDchs  .     ...     136    4     I 
IS  boats,  108.000  herrings  a  day,  are  5,181,000;  gut- 
ting at  5rf.  per  1,000      108     0    I 

Ball  10  tons  per  1,000,  or  5ie  tona,  at  £i  lOs.  for  the 

curing  bouse I,S9S    0     i 

Salt  24G  tons,  17  owt.  at  £i  lOs.  for  the  barreling 

house GIT    3    I 

9,874  barrels,  at  S  Ion,  <t  64  barrels  to  the  1,000 
states,  will  require   164,000  Btam, 

at  £7 1,078    0    O 

164,000  hoops,  at  3Dj. 346     0     0 

Halting  Is.  id.  per  barrel 676  19    8 

7  nails  to  every  barrel,  which  is  allowiug 
one  for  oiwiaents,  68,000,  at  S#.2rf,   ..66    81,076    6 

Prime  ooat9<.  6d.  a  barrul,  

4,6Sa     3  I 
Freight  oF  9,874  barrels  to  West  Indies,  at  Zt.  id.  .     .1 ,646  13 
Duty  on  export,  uith  gangers'  fees,  9J,  a  barrel      ,     ,     370    5 

Cari'ied  forward    .     .  6,669     2 
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Brought  rorirard  6,969     a     8 


Interest  on  that  sum  8  months  at  e  p^r  cent. .     .     .         974  15  S 

7,143  19  9 

The  price  in  the  Wen  Indies  rises  IVom  20i.  lo  SOi. 
nterling  a  barrel. 

AveragoaSf. 9,874  barreli  at  that  rale  ,     .     .    13,343  10  0 

Deduct  ex pences ',143  19  3 

Prolit £5,198  10  fl 

But  as  the  herrings  are  not  always  lo  bo  taken  in  this 
manner,  that  is,  6,000  a  night  by  the  merchants'  boats ; 
it  will  be  necfinary  to  calculRte  ^e  buainesi  in  the  more 
oommon  way  of  carrying  it  on,  by  buying  (hem  of  thu 
country  boon,  at  4e.  id.  per  1,000. 

Interest  as  Wrore fin    0  0 

runbueor5,IS4,0D0,  at  4).  ei.  per  1,000    ....      J,080     0  0 

£1,130     0  0 

Luboiir 135    4  0 

Gutting 108    0  0 

Salt l,9ia     2  6 

Barrets 1,976    5  4 

I'rimerost 5,261   II  10 

Freight 1,G45    6  e 

Duly 370     5  6 

£7,-277      4  0 

Insorance  and  commissioD 318     G  0 

£7,495  10  0 

Interest  on  that  Bum,  »t  6  [ler  cent,  fur  B  montliH   .     .        299  17  i 

£7,7  B5    7  » 
Prime  cost  in  West  lailies  1  j«.  9j<f.  a  burcl. 

Sell  at.     . 12,S4S  10  0 

ExpencoB 7,795    7  S 

Profit 4,646     S  10 

£4,546,  on  the  expences  of  £7,796,  is  58  per  eeat.— 

boontj  of !(.  a  barrel 987    B  0 

£5,533  10  10 
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Here  appeal's  a  rerj  noble  profit ;  but  (itbing  upon  paper  is  an 
BUi'er  business  tliaa  upon  Loch-Swill)- ;  and  it  is  necessary  to 
Bbaerve,  that  the  merchant  who  engages  iu  this  fishery  must 
provide,  if  he  fishes  himself,  boats,  nets,  salt,  barrels,  and  atores, 
kll  which  must  be  ready,  though  nut  a  herring  should  come  into 
the  Loch,  or  though  storuis  prevent  a  boat  going  out.  He  must 
aIbo  hare  the  sum  ready  in  liEs  counting  house  for  all  the  other 
expences,  in  case  the  fishery  prove  sncccsafiil,  nhich  upon  the 
whole  are  circumstances  that  make  great  profits  necessary,  or  the 

>  business  would  not  be  undertaken  at  all. 
The  investment  of  £8,000  in  this  fishery  employs 
Men.    Ships.     Tons, 
Fishermen 90  0  0 

Gutters 40  o  o 

Sundnei 52  0  0 

To  bring  iha  staves,  a  ship  of  SOOIoni,ieamen        16  1  900 

T64  tons  of  salt,  3  ships SO  3  TG4 

19,874  barrels  to  (ho  West  ladies,  1,334  tons, 

ISsliips ISO  IS  1,334 

3GS  IS  !,19B 

Besides  boat-building,  net-making,  and  coopers.  And  Uie  90 
fishermen  are  a  sure  nursery  of  seamen  ;  much  of  this  great 
■ystem  of  employment  is  in  thedepthofwinier,  when  nut  demanded 

»fi)r  other  purposes. 
August  8th,  left  Derry,  and  took  tlie  road  by  Raphoe, 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Golding's,  at  Clonleigh.  who  favoured  me 
nith  much  valuable  information.  The  view  of  Derry,  at 
the  distance  of  a  mile  or  two,  is  the  must  picturesque  of 
any  place  I  have  seen ;  it  seems  to  be  built  on  an 
island  of  bold  land  rising  frota  the  river,  which  spreads 
into  a  fine  bason  at  the  foot  of  the  town ;  the  adjacent 
country  hilly,  the  scene  wants  nothing  but  wood  to  make 
it  a  perfect  laosoapo. 

Passing  Rapboc,  found  the  hu3ban<1ry  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
I  Clonleigh  as  follows.  The  soil  is  for  tiie  most  part  light  loamy 
f  iland,  with  single  large  stJ^mcs,  and  very  wet  wiih  springs,  with 
t  iconsiderable  tracts  of  bog.  Renls  ore  from  I5i.  to  20s.  the  Cun- 
fcljingbam  acre,  and  some  to  3St.  and  about  towns  some  up  to  30t. 
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and  40f.  Average  rent  of  the  whole  cotiiitj  not  more  t^ao  U. 
Farms  rarj  from  A  to  40  acre;',  in  general  25  or  30,  veTy  manj 
from  7  to  10.  Thej  are  lessened  bj  the  farmera  dividing  them 
among  their  children.  Thej  geiieraltj  sow  flax,  dresB  and  »pin  it 
in  their  families.  When  cloth  sella  well,  they  get  it  wove  by  the 
weavers,  who  are  also  little  formers.  At  other  times  they  sell 
the  flax  in  yarn  at  market,  many  of  them  never  baring  any  woven 
at  all.  The  spinners  in  a  little  farm  are  the  dangbters  and  a 
couple  of  maid  Eeri-ants,  that  are  paid  30«,  a  half  year,  and  the 
common  bargain  is,  to  do  a  hank  a  day  of  3  or  4  hank  yam. 
Much  more  than  half  the  flax  of  the  country  is  worked  into  cloth  ; 
a  peat  deal  of  flax  is  imported  at  Dcrry,  this  country  not  raising 
near  enough  for  its  own  manufacture  :  their  own  is  much  the 
finest.  TLcir  tillage  is  exceeding  bad,  the  land  not  half  ploughed, 
and  they  like  to  bave  much  gross  among  the  corn  for  improving 
the  fodder.      Their  course  is; 

1.  Potatoes  on  3  years  lay,  2,  Barley  10  barrels.  3.  Oats  S 
to  12  barrels.     4.  Oats.     5.  Oats.     6.  Lay  for  weeds  3  years. 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Barley.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oata.  5.  Flax  4801b. 
clean  scutched,  or  30  stone. 

They  plant  14  measures,  eat^h  2  busliels  of  potatoc-seed  au 
acre,  the  crop  from  8  to  12  score  measures.  The  flax  I  saw  was 
nothing  but  weeds  and  rubbish  of  all  kinds,  yet  the  crop  itself  had 
an  appearance  of  being  good,  aa  if  the  land  was  not  to  blame. 
Ah  to  manuring,  they  use  very  little  more  than  the  trifle  they 
make  in  their  stable  and  cow-bouae.  A  few  use  lime,  but  not 
many  ;  the  price  is  lOd.  to  13d.  a  barrel :  a  little  woollen  cloth 
weaved,  but  not  near  enough  to  cloath  themselves.  I'hey  import 
a  great  deal  Irom  Oalway.  Land  sells  at  24  and  26  years*  purchase. 
Rents  are  very  much  raised ;  but  they  are  fallen  witbiii  4  or  5 
years ;  iti  40  years  conjecture  that  they  arc  doubled.  Tjthcs  are 
compounded.  Uat«  pay  5i.  Barley  Ti.  Potatoes,  flax,  and 
hay.  Si.  In  some  places  potatoes  free.  Ijeases  usually  for  3  livea. 
Lord  Abercorn  only  for  twenty-one  years  and  no  lives ;  yet  bla 
estate  is  well  cultivated.  The  farmers  generally  re-let  some  of 
their  lands  to  cottars  at  a  great  increase  of  rent.  The  poor 
people  live  upon  oatmeal,  milk,  potatoes,  and  herrings ;  but  the 
poorest  cat  very  little  meat.  A  farmer  of  £10  a  year  will  have  a 
good  meal  of  beef  or  bacon  every  Sunday :  in  general  tbev  all 
live  much  better  than  they  did  formerly.  I  remarked  that  the 
labourer!  carried  with  them  to  their  work  an  oat  cake  and  a  bottle 
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if  milk.  All  their  miiic  is  kept  till  sower,  till  which  the;  do  not 
I  butter.  Scarce  any  ^iieli  thing  as  wheeled  c&rs  in  the 
country,  they  are  all  sliding  ones  ;  a  wheeled  one  353.  a  sliding 
one  2*.  Bd,  A  plongh  I0».  Hd.  A  harrow  of  wood  Is.  id.  The 
fuel  oil  turf,  and  much  of  it  made  by  hand ;  a  poor  man's  ia  100 
barrets  a  year,  and  will  cost  him  33s.  The  common  people  ex- 
ceedingly addicted  to  thieving. 

Building  a  cabbin  £5  ;  they  are  all  of  atone,  which  is  plentiful : 
day-mortar  instead  of  lime.  Almost  all  the  farmers  have  a  man- 
Krvant  at  £1  I0«.  to  £2  ihc  half  year  entirely  employed  in  the 
turn.  A  farmer  of  £10  a  year  always  one.  Very  little  cloth 
made  farther  than  Ballymaffey,  but  all  over  Donnegal  much 
■pinning. 

The  connty  of  Tyrone  is  varioiia;  the  fincBt  parts  are  abont 
DuDgaDQon,  Stewart's  Town,  &c,  on  Lake  Neagh.  From  Strabane 
to  Omagb  much  good;  from  Omagh  to  Armagh  all  cultivated. 
From  Strabane  to  Dungonnon  almost  all  mountains  :  rent  of  the 
whole  4i.  The  Bishop  of  Raphue  is  a  considerable  farmer,  and 
cultivate*  and  bocs  tumeps.'  The  Dean  has  also  done  the  same- 
Mr.  Golding  has  ueed  much  sonpers'  waste,  at  4d.  a  measure  of 
two  bushels,  laid  them  on  cold  monusy  soils,  and  found  the  benefit 
very  great;  it  brought  up  quantities  of  red  clover,  and  destroys 
moss  effectually.  Turneps  would  do  excellently  here,  as  beef 
rises  from  one  penny  three  farthings  in  November,  to  three  pence 
halfpenny  and  four  pence  in  April.  Mr.  Golding  has  used  Scotch 
cabbages  for  bullocks  ;  generally  fats  2  beasts  every  year  on  them. 
Sows  the  seed  early  in  August,  and  transplants  them  in  April  and 
May  for  succession  ;  has  had  them  in  full  perfection  in  February 
and  March;  has  tried  spring  sowings,  but  they  do  not  come  to  more 
thanS  or  61b.  whereas  the  August-sown  plants  rise  to  351b.  lie 
has  also  fed  sheep  upou  potatoes ;  buys  tbem  very  forward  in 
October,  and  puts  them  to  his  after-grass  to  keep  their  flesh,  and 
in  the  severe  weather  gives  them  the  potatoes  with  great  success. 
He  took  the  hint  from  seeing  the  sheep  walk  over  the  potatoe 
grounds,  and  scratching  up  the  remaining  roots  in  hard  weather. 
I  The  only  evil  resulting  from  the  emigrations  was,  the  money  they 
Tied  away  with  them,  which  was  considerable. 

'  John  Oswald  was  Biahop  ofllBphoe  ml  this  time. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

BslIjmaHey.— Monnl  Charles.— More  about  llio  barring  fisheries. — 
GITects  of  the  boiinlj, — Whitle-tisherr. — Sccnerj  uf  Bullish  an  Don. — 
A  s«IiBon-lflap. — Caatle  Caldwell. — iliddlemen.— JuTenile  pilfrring, — 
Flax -■pinning. — Sccnerj  around  Castle  Coldircll. — Lougii  Kanii^. — In> 
nukilling. — Tbe  Barl  of  Rosa  at  Belle  Isle. 

AUGUST  9th,  to  Convoy,'  where  I  was  bo  unfortunate 
as  to  find  Mr.  Montgomery  from  home ;  paasing  on 
to  Ballymaftey,  I  met  that  gentleman's  oien  drawing 
sledge  cars  of  turf,  eingle  with  collars,  and  worked  to  the 
full  as  well  as  the  horses.  They  deserved  wheels  however. 
On  the  other  side  of  Ballymaffey,"  it  is  curious  to  observe, 
how,  as  you  advance  towards  the  mountains,  cultivation 
gradually  declines';  it  is  chequered  with  heath,  till  at  last 
the  heath  is  chequered  with  cultivation,  spots  of  gre«o,  on 
tbe  mountain  sides,  surrounded  by  the  dreary  wildoniess  ; 
but  there  are  no  inclosures.  The  waste  ia  exceedingly 
improvable ;  all  the  tract  on  the  left  before  I  came  to  ths 
lake,  and  also  beyond  it,  might  easily  be  made  excellent ; 
it  is  bog.  with  a  great  fall  every  where,  extends  beyond  the 
lake  to  the  mountain  foot,  and  is  from  10  to  20  feet  deep ; 
rises  in  perfect  hills,  yet  all  bog.  Lime  is  to  be  had  here 
from  Gd.  to  Id.  &  barrel  sis  miles  off.  I  had  two  accounts, 
one  of  Gd.  and  the  other  of  8rf.,  but  clayey  gravel  is  to  lie 
had  every  where  on  the  spot.  The  road  leads  across  the 
bog,  and  is  made  of  it.  I  remarked  in  several  places  little 
bogs,  forming  spots  of  moss  growing  on  the  water,  and  in 
some  places  rotting,  with  other  plants  growing  out  of  that. 
Cars  may  go  three  or  four  times  a  day  for  lime,  and  bring 
three  barrels  at  a  time.  I  was  the  more  attentive  to  this 
bog,  because  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  most 
improvable  I  had  seen,  and  the  size  of  it  makes  it  an  object 
worth  the  attention  of  some  spirited  improver  [  it  is  not 
every  where  that  so  decisive  a  fall  is  met  with  for  ren- 
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^ering  tlie  draina  eSective ;  the  dieUnce  from  Ume  ii 
PBidvantageoue.  Suppose  a  car,  Is.  a.  day,  and  to  bring 
'  eight  barrels,  carriage  of  it  then  is  1^,  a  barrel,  and 
auppoae  tha  lime  7^d.,  in  all  Sd.,  160,  at  that  price,  comes 
to  £6.  at  which  rate  I  am  clear  it  would  answer  to  lay  any 
quantity  on  to  such  bogs  as  these.  I  had  often  heard  of 
roada  being  made  over  such  quaking  bogs,  that  they  move 
under  a  carriage,  but  could  scarcely  credit  it;  I  was,  how- 
ever, convinced  now,  for  in  several  places,  every  step  the 
horse  set,  moved  a  full  yard  of  ttie  ground  in  perfect 
heaves.  Got  to  a  miserable  cabbin  on  the  road,  the  widow 
Barclay's,  which  I  had  been  assured  was  an  eiceeding  good 
inn,  but  escaped  without  a  cold,  or  the  itch. 

August  10th,  got  to  Alexander  Montgomery's  Esq.,  at 
Mount  Charles,'  Lord  Conyngham's  agent,  by  breatfast  j 
found  he  was  so  deeply  engaged  in  the  fisheries  on  this 
coast,  that  I  could  not  have  got  into  better  hands ;  with 
great  civility  he  gave  me  every  intelligence  1  wished ;  as 
an  introduction  to  it,  he  took  me  a  ride  to  the  bays  on  the 
coast,  where  the  fisheries  are  most  carried  on,  particularly 
Inver  bay,  Macawine's  bay,  and  Killibeg's  hay.  The  coast  is 
perfectly  sawed  by  bays ;  the  lands  are  high  and  bold, 
particularly  about  Kjllibogs,  where  the  scenery  is  exceed- 
ingly romantic,  aiid.if  _the  multiplicity  of  hilla  upon  hills, 
and  rocks,  w^re  planted,  would  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful  - 
spots  that  can  he  imagined.  The  state  of  the  fisheries 
may  be  judged  from  the  number  of  boats  employed  in  the 
several  stations : 


1770. 

Inrerbay 62 

KiiybegBandFintlit.    .     ,  SO 

Tilin  &nd  Tiwney     ...  47 

Brncklesi SO 

Boylagh  and  Bossea  ...  SO 

Clogbantee IB 

Dnnranaclil; SO 

Sheephiren 30 

2»7 


'  Mount  Cbarlea,  Doaegal  Ba;. 
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rl  the  following  lisl  of  leafaring  n 
Ireland,  1695. 


.  Boaimen.  Tiital.  PitpiBli. 


Ballimore  .... 
BelfMt,   Kod   C&rii'k-  1 

^(■"g"' i 

Coleramu     .... 

Cork 

Donsghudef,  whereof  { 

Uiuteni,  3S   .     .    .\ 
Droebeda     .... 

Dablb 

Dnndalh  luid  CotHtib-  ) 

ford \ 

KiUibegi!     '.'.'.'. 

Iffmerick  .... 
Loudondenj  .  .  . 
BOBM 

Sligo 

Strongford  .... 
Tratee  and  Kerry  .  . 
Walerford  .  .  .  , 
Wexford      .... 

Wicklow 

Yoiigliall 

Total    .     . 


In  Inverbay  only  of  the  above,  there  is  a  eummer  fishery  for 
herrings,  which  begins  the  Utter  end  of  July,  nnd  enda  the 
beginniiig  of  September.  All  the  other  places  are  winter  fisberiea, 
which  begin  in  Otrtober,  and  eiid  early  in  January,  lasting  eight 
weeks.  Every  boat  costs  £18  to  £20  and  has  six  shares  of  nets, 
at  £3  to  £3  3*.  each  :  the  nets  all  made  of  hemp,  from  tbo 
Bftlcic,  which  cost,  dressed,  8rf.  a  pound,  fit  for  spinnuig ;  33  lb.  of 
it  in  a  share  of  nets  :  4(/.  a  pound  paid  for  tpinning  it,  or  1  \s.  ft 
share  :  weaving  the  nets  \d.  a  yard  for  one  >ling,  or  63  meshea 
deep,  200  yards  running  measure,  at  that  depth,  in  each  share. 
Six  hands  in  each  boat,  a  skipper,  nnd  five  men.  In  the  common 
practice,  a  boat  is  divided  into  seven  shares,  the  boat  one  ;  each 
net,  half  a  one,  and  each  mon  half;  in  which  way  they  divide  the 
produce,  which  vibrates  between  £10  and  £100;  average  £33,  or 
per  week  lOi,  a  man,  These  boats  belong,  in  general,  to  the 
Q  inhabitants  of  the  coantry,  farmers,  &c.     The  other  ■w%j 
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of  carrying  tlie  fislieiy  on  ib,  that  tboee  who  have  vessels  on  the 
bounty,  fit  them  out  at  their  own  expcnce,  and  pay  the  skipper 
£1  111.  6f/.  a  month,  tnd  the  common  men  20i.  a  month  ;  each  a 
pair  of  trowsers,  at  4s.  Gd,  feed  them  with  as  much  potatoes,  beef, 
and  pork,  as  they  will  eat,  and  plenty  "of  whisliey,  which  all 
together,  comes  to  SOj.  a  month.  The  repairs  of  the  boat  and 
I  tackling  are  large,  for  all  ore  built  of  fir,  they  come  to  £3  per 
I  Uiniun  per  boat,  and  the  nets  Mr.  Montgomery  uses  two  seasons, 
"  and  ttien  tells  them  for  half  price.  In  this  manner  of  fishing,  the 
boats  cat<.'h  each,  on  an  average,  100,000  herrings,  which  is  1,600 
herrings  a  night,  but  the  common  boats  of  the  country,  not  so 
well  fitted  up,  take  only  80,000.  They  are  cured  in  bulk,  that  is 
packed  into  the  holds  of  the  vessels,  from  20  to  100  tons  each, 
and  are  sold  oil  over  (he  coast  <>{  Ireland.  The  quantity  of  salt 
necessary  to  the  80,000  herrings,  which  each  boat  catches,  is  7 
Ions,  at  the  price  of  £2  I4i.  a  ton  ;  this  is  the  price  at  which  Mr. 
Montgomery  sella,  who  has  established  considerable  salt-works, 
making  4s0  tons  annually,  and  has  by  this  means  reduced  the  salt, 
from  £3  lOi,  to  £S  down  to  £2  14i.  The  vessels  employed  on 
this  fishery,  for  the  bounty,  are  from  30  to  100  tons.  A  vessel 
of  100  tons,  carries  in  bulk  £00,000  herrings,  or  the  produce  of 
five  boats ;  these  calrulations  are  in  reference  only  to  the  average 
of  nights  and  seasiina :  Mr.  Nesbic's  vesacl,  of  GO  tons,  has  been 
loaded  by  four  boats,  in  three  nights,  and  Mr.  Montgomery  has 
taken  100,000  in  one  night,  with  two  nets,  but  these  are  extra- 
ordinary instances,  The  parliamentary  bounty  is  20s.  a  ton,  hut 
there  must  be  four  men  for  the  first  20  tons,  and  one  for  every  8 
tons  over,  the  owners  of  the  vessels  employ  no  more  boats,  than 
to  enable  them,  by  the  crews,  to  draw  the  bounty  ;  and  what 
these  men  are  not  able  to  get,  they  buy  of  the  country  boats,  at 
an  average  of  5s.  a  1 ,000,  which  all  are  clear,  answers  much  better 
■  tbau  having  boats  of  their  own, 

Aceonni  of  a  vessel  of  100  lon>. 

aitdingSboats,  at  £19 £38    0    0 

N.B.— The  lesiel  of  100  tons,  will  he  navigated  by  7  man, 
as  there  must  be  H,  by  the  Act,  to  draw  the  bounty ; 
7  men  muat  be  supplied  by  bouts,  which  may  be 
called!. 


Curried  forward  £76 
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BroughL  fum'avil  £76     0 
The  boaU  are  19  to  SI  feet  keel,  7  feet  4  bcoai],  and 

a  feet  4  in  depth.    Tbe  nets  arc  130  fathom  lung  at 

(be  rope,  and  7  feet  deep, 
Building,  rigging,  and  littiog  out  a  tesael  of  100  lon«,  £700. 

Interest  of  that  sam,  Bt  ti  per  cent 4  10 

Bepuiring  of  two  boats 6     0 

Ditto  nets 4  10 

Wagcsoftwoliemen,  at  30s.  two  months  .      .     £21     0     O 

Board  ditto 34     0    0 

Trowser* a  12    0 

Skippers  extra 320 

SS   14 

PurehBge  of  300,000  herringa,  at  5*.    N.B.— The  two  boats 

are  supposed  to  catch,  each  100,000,  remain  Ihorefore 

for  tlia  cargo  300,000 76    0 

Forty  tons  of  salt,  at  5-i« 108    0 

Fucking,  salting,  &c.,  four  men,  at  It.  a  day,  48  days  .     .         »  13 

260     6 
If  lessels  are  hired  to  carry  them  la  markets,  the  price  Is 
Sif.  a  100  for  freight,  or  41.3^.  n  1,000,  and  £104  3d.  2d. 
per  cargo  fcjr  100  tons 104    S 

364     9 

Insurance,  1^  per  cent,  on  £300 4  10 

Supercargo itO    0 

388  19 
Inloreal  on  (hat  snni  for  six  monllis,  a(  6  per  cent.  ...       11  Ifi 

400  14    : 

At  tbe  ports  Ibey  sell  from  lOj.  lo  35t,  per  1,000,  on  an 

aTerage  at  S.li.  a  1,000,  SOO,000  at  that  price    .    .     .     57S    0    ' 
Eipences 400  14    : 

Profit  43i  per  cent 174    S  li 

And  Ibis  account  exfenda  only  six  monlha  fi-oin  tbe  firat 
ospCDditure  of  the  money,  to  the  receipt  from  the  cargo.  If  tlio 
vessel  is  the  merchant's  oirn,  then  the  accouut  will  be  u 
follows : 

Expences  as  above  £i60    6 

A  vessels  of  100  tons,  £700  In(are«t  ofwhivli, 

at  6  per  cent  42    0    0 

A  year  s  pay  of  the  coptain,  at  £4  a  month    .       4^0     0 
Six  men,  at  30> 99     0    0 

Carried  forward  .  £1B9     0    0 


I 
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Brouglit  forward  .  £183     0 

Bepairi  and  outwts.  IOj.  a  Con 00    0 

I    StarMforuTenniDii,  at  IGj.  amoQlb  .     .     .       63    0 

'        Per  annum 302    0 

'   Which  for  five  monllii las  10 

Deduct  the  bountj' 100    0    u 

I  Fees  and  charfies 5    0    0 

\  35     0 

Expenen 

IiMunuieerargo,  IJ  percent.  ,     .        4  10    0 
Ditto  on  sbip 10  10    0 


Inlerest  on  thnt  ai 


290  16 
15  0 

0 
0 

305  16  0 

9  3  0 

314  19  0 

3U  19 

0 

260  1 

0 

Here  appears  to  te  a  loss  of  28  per  cent,  by  accepting  the 
bounty :  but  the  explanation  of  this  lies  in  the  difiiculty  of 
being  sure  of  a  vessel  on  freight;  this  is  not  always  certain, 
which  induces  them  to  build,  though  freigiitiog  those  of 
other  people  is  so  evidently  cheaper.  Hcspecting  the  mode 
of  taking  the  fish,  the  boats,  as  before  mentioned,  are  pro- 
Tided  v^ith  all  the  accoutrements  necessary ;  and  here  it 
will  be  proper  to  mention  an  improvement  of  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery's, by  which  he  has  saved  greatly  :  in  common  the 
nets  ore  tamied  with  bark,  but  he  mixes  tar  and  fish  oil, 
5  parts  of  tar,  and  one  of  oil,  melted  together,  to  incorpo- 
rate thoronghly,  and  while  quite  hot,  puts  the  nets  into  a 
tub,  and  pours  it  upon  them,  in  quantity  aufBcient  to  wet 
them ;  draws  it  ofE  by  a  hole  at  the  bottom  of  the  tub, 
immediately,  in  order  that  too  much  of  it  may  not  stick, 
and  make  them  clammy,  which  would  be  the  case,  if  it 
cooled  on  them ;  at  the  bottom  of  the  tub  should  be  an 
open  false  bottom,  or  the  nets  will  stop  the  hole,  and  the 
mixture  will  not  run  off  free  enough.    By  means  of  this 
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eimple  operation,  the  nets  are  prevented  from  rotting,  and 
the  fishermen  are  saved  the  trouble  of  ever  spreading  and 
drying  them,  which  in  common  ia  done  everj  day,  and  ia  a. 
great  slavery  in  the  short  days ;  the  benefit  has  been  found 
BO  great,  that  almost  all  the  country  has  come  into  it.  and 
every  net  on  the  coast  would,  this  year,  have  been  done, 
but  the  scarcity  of  the  tar,  owing  to  the  American  war, 
prevented  it.  In  working  the  nets  also,  Mr.  Montgomery 
has  made  improvements ;  he  has  found  that  corking  the 
line  under  the  strapped  buoys  is  wrong,  as  it  keeps  it  in 
an  uneven  direction ;  he  has  a  vacancy  of  corks  for  three 
fathom  on  each  side  of  the  buoy  Unes.  but  the  middle 
spaces  corked  thick,  which  ho  fiuds  to  answer  exceedingly 
well.  He  remarks  that  the  fishery  suffers  very  much  for 
want  of  an  admiral  being  appointed,  as  in  Scotland,  to 
hear  and  determine  differences  ;  there  is  no  order  or  regu- 
larity kept  up,  but  much  disturbance  and  loss  for  want  of 
it.  In  the  sale  of  the  herrings,  the  merchant  suffers 
greatly,  by  the  competition  of  the  Gottenburg  and  Scoteh 
fishery.  At  Corke,  great  quantities  of  Gottenburg  herrings 
are  imported,  which,  though  they  pay  a  duty  of  4*.  a 
barrel,  yet.  as  2^.  i'^d.  is  drawn  back  on  the  re-exporta. 
tion,  and  with  an  advantage  of  packing  the  herrings,  of  20 
Gottenburg  barrels,  into  25  Irish  ones,  and  coasoquently 
having  the  drawback  on  25,  though  the  duty  is  only  paid 
on  20,  with  all  these  circumstances,  great  quantities  of 
them  are  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Irish  fishery.  Another  mischief  is,  that  though  there  is  a 
bounty  of  2«.  4d.  a  barrel  exported,  yet  such  are  the  fees 
and  the  old  duty,  that  the  merchant  receives  only  lljii, 
and  that  so  clogged  and  perplexed  with  forma  and  delays, 
that  not  many  attempt  to  claim  it.  The  drawback  on  the 
foreign  herrings  ia  paid  immediately  on  the  merchants 
oath,  but  the  Irish  bounty  not  till  the  ship  returns,  with  I 
know  not  how  many  affidavits  and  certificates  from  consuls 
and  merchants,  it  may  be  supposed  perplexing  when  it  is 
not  claimed.  Tho  Scotch  have  a  bounty  per  barrel,  ou 
exportation,  which  they  draw  on  sending  them  to  Ireland, 
by  which  means  they  are  enabled,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
higher  bounty  on  their  vessels,  to  undersell  the  Irish 
fishery  in  their  own  markets,  while  the  Irish  merchant  ia 
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iluded  from  exporting;  to  either  Scotland  or  England ; 
is  a  very  hard  case,  and  certainly  may  be  said  to  be 
ODC  of  the  oppressions  on  the  trade  of  Ireland,  which  a 
legislature,  acting  on  liberal  and  enlarged  principles,  ought 
to  repeal.  The  trade  of  amoaking  herrings,  wbidi  is  con. 
siderable  in  England,  might  be  carried  on  ht>re  to  much 
greater  advantage,  if  there  was  wood  to  do  it  with.  In  the 
Isle  of  Man  they  have  smoak  bouses,  supplied  with  wood 
from  Wales ;  it  is  a  strange  neglect,  that  the  landlords  do 
not  plant  some  of  the  monstrous  wastes  in  this  country 
with  quick  growing  copse  wood,  which  would,  in  five  or  six 
yeara,  enable  them  to  begin  the  trade.  The  plenty  of  cod 
on  this  coast  ia  very  great,  qoite  from  Homhead  to  Mount 
Charles,  in  winter,  when  the  herrings  set  in,  and  may  then 
be  taken  in  any  quantities.  Some  wherries  come  for  cod, 
ling,  glasscn.  &c.  all  of  which  are  plentiful ;  but  on  the 
banka  they  are  to  be  taken  in  summer,  and  in  the  winter 
ley  folbw  the  herriut^. 

la  all  the  bays  on  the  coast,  in  March  and  April,  there 
e  many  whales,  the  bone  sort ;  they  appear  on  the  coast 
February,  and  go  off  to  the  northward  the  beginning  of 
Mayi  sometimes  they  are  in  great  plenty,  and  in  N^ovem. 
ber  to  February,  there  are  many  spermaceti  whales ;  this 
is  what  induced  Thomas  Neabit,  Esq.,  of  KilmoCTedon,'  to 
enter  into  a  scheme  for  establishing  a  fishery  on  the  coast, 
and  in  executing  it,  was  the  inventor  of  the  gun  hEirpoon. 
Mr.  Neabit  first  used  the  gun  baqioon,  for  lolling  whales, 
in  the  year  1759  j  he  was  induced  to  try  this,  from  great 
difficulties  he  met  with  among  the  harpooners,  who  he  had 
engaged  for  the  fishery ;  in  this  year  ho  began  it,  with 
filing  lances  at  them,  after  they  were  struck  by  the  hand, 
■  a  order  to  kill  them  the  sooner.  From  thia  he  passed,  in 
761,  to  firing  the  harpoon  itself  from  the  gun.  He  waa 
hen  engaged  with  a  company,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
'on  the  fishery,  with  aeveral  persona  in  Ireland,  England, 
and  the  West- Indies.  In  the  year  1?58,  he  went  to 
London,  and  bought  a  vessel  of  140  tons,  and  engaged 
persons  to  come  over  as  harpoonera.  In  1759,  one  whale 
wae  caught  by  the  hand  harpoon.  In  1760,  the  Greenland 
trpoonera,  Dutch,  English,  Scotch,  and  Danes,  were  atiti 
'  KilmBcrensn,  Tillage  aud  bircmj  in  Norlh  DoncgaL 
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and  not  one  fish  taken.  This  year  there  were  Beveral 
Greenlaud  ships  on  the  coast,  not  one  of  whom  caught  a 
fish.  la  1761,  with  the  guu  harpoon,  killed  three  whales, 
and  got  them  all ;  after  which  he  every  year  kilted  some, 
except  one  year,  when  he  killed  42  BUn-fi«h  in  one  week, 
each  of  which  yielded  from  half  a  ton  to  a  ton  of  oil.  Mr, 
Nisbet  has  since  given  it  up,  not  from  want  of  auccees  in 
the  mode  of  taking  the  whales,  but  from  being  put.  by  his 
partners,  from  want  of  knowledge  in  the  business,  to 
useless  eipences.  From  many  experimenta,  he  brought 
the  operation  to  auch  perfection,  that,  for  some  years,  he 
never  misaed  a  whale,  nor  failed  of  holding  her  by  the  har- 
poon; ho  had  for  some  time  ill  success,  firom  firing  when 
too  near,  for  the  harpoon  does  not  then  fly  true,  but  at  11 
or  15  yEirds  distance,  which  is  what  he  would  chuse,  it  flies 
straight ;  has  killed  several  at  26  yards. 

When  the  harpoon  is  fired  into  the  whale,  it  sinks  to  the 
bottom  with  great  velocity,  but  immediately  cornea  up,  and 
lays  on  the  surface,  lashing  it  with  tail  and  fins  for  half  or 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  in  which  time  be  fixes  lances 
into  it,  to  dispatch  it,  and  when  killed,  it  sinks  for  43  hours, 
where  he  leaves  a  boat,  or  a  cask,  aa  a  buoy  to  mark  the 
place,  to  be  ready  there  when  the  whale  riaes,  that  they 
may  tow  it  into  harbour,  according  as  the  wind  lays.  To 
carry  on  this  business  here,  he  knows  from  experience,  that 
nothing  more  would  be  wanting,  than  a  ship  of  130  tona, 
with  100  tona  of  cask :  three  boats,  with  each  8  men.  sii 
to  row,  one  to  steer,  and  one  with  the  gun,  with  ropea, 
harpoon,  lances,  &c.  the  whole  very  much  inferior  to  the 
expence  of  equipping  a  Greeulandman.  I  have  been  the 
more  particular  in  giving  an  account  of  this  undertaking, 
because  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  itc.  at 
London,  has  long  aince  given  premiums  for  the  invention 
of  the  gun  harpoon,  supposing  it  to  be  original. 


In  respect  to  the  linen  uianuTiicCure,  it  coosiats 
ati7  in  spinning  yarn  only.  Very  little  cloth  v 
^  for  the  use  of  the  peojile.     They  r 


I  all  thi« 


r  spinning  in  years  when  seed  is  plentiful  and  dry  seasuns,  but 
^  are  lo  wet  as  almost  to  spoil  the  crop  :  all  the  women  and 
Idren  often  years  old  and  upwards  spin,     Tbej  very  seldom 
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let  the  seed  tipen ;  thej  hare  tried  it,  bat  found  it  did  not  answer 
BO  well  as  tbreign  seed,  It  is  computed  that  there  are  two 
■pinners  in  every  famil;,  vbo  spin  about  one  bunk  n,  day,  or  a 
ipangle  and  a  half  a  week  ;  the  medium  is  2  lb.  tu  the  Rpangle,  or 
4  banks,  which  is  Imlf  a  pound  of  flax  each  day.     A  woman  will 

:  Mm,  by  spinning,  according  to  the  price  of  flax  and  yam,  trom 

bM-  to  6d.  but  in  general  2^d.  or  3d.  besides  doing  little  tiuuily 

l^teifles.     Most  of  the  yam  goes  to  Derry. 

,  The  soil  about  Mount  Charles  'is  variou.i ;  a  great  deal  of  stiff 
blue  clay,  whieh  is  perfectly  tenacious  of  water.  Much  bog,  and 
4  great  range  of  high  mountains  near  it,  wliich  break  the  clouds 
witti  a  westerly  wind,  and  occasion  mncli  rain.  Kents,  per  acre, 
ftre  from  5*.  to  IOj.  Gd.  arable,  some  np  to  £1  1*.  wastes  2».  6rf. 
to  3j.  Sd.  inclosed.  Mountains  pay  some  rent,  but  not  by  the 
Kre.  The  whole  county  tbrongh  does  nut  let  for  above  2s.  6d. 
There  are  very  great  extents  of  mountain  all  the  way  from  Mount 
Cliarles  to  Arda,  by  Loch  Fin,  which  is  30  Irish  miles  in  a  right 
line  I  it  is  a  range  of  mountains,  but  most  of  Ihe  Talleys  are 
alightly  cultivated,  though  com  does  very  bad  in  them  from  the 
wetness  of  the  climate.  The  farms  rise  from  5  or  6  acres  to  30 
cultivated ;  but  mountain  faruis  are  more  extensive,  The 
courses:  1.  Potatoes,  manured  for  with  dung,  or  by  tJic  coast  with 
sfift-wced ;  get  good  crops,  and  from  the  sea  weed  rather  better 
fjuji  iron  dung.  2.  Iiarley,ifthelBndisgood.  3.  Oats,  4.  Lay 
t  for  grass  ;  very  few  sow  grass  seeds  2  or  3  years, 
1.  Potatoes.  2.  Oats.  3.  Lay  out  for  grans  2  or  3  3'ears. 
Upon  dry  land  they  use  lime,  which  is  sold  at  6d.  to  Sd.  the 
barrel  of  28  gallons,  or  three  bushels  and  ahalf,  but  generally  burn 
it  themselves.  There  is  lime-stone  at  St.  John's  point,  and  other 
iwrte  towards  Killibegs,  and  beyond  it  to  the  westward.  They 
bum  it  with  turf,  which  is  plentiful  every  where.  They  have 
grey  marlc  near  Donnegal,  and  find  a  good  effect  frora  the  use  of 
it.  U|«n  the  dry  nionnlaina  they  have  flocks  of  sheep,  not  large 
ones ;  but  every  poor  man  keeps  some,  the  wool  their  proflt,  and 
■ell  them  at  2  or  three  year  old.  In  stocking  a  farm  they  look 
not  farther  than  having  the  horses  and  cows.  Land  sells  at  21 
or  22  years  purchase,  rack  rent;  it  sold  better  from  1762  to  1768, 
and  the  rents  are  fallen.  For  two  years  they  have  been  at  a 
stand  ;  hut  the  fall  has  not  been  felt  near  the  coast,  Ihe  herring 
fishery  keeping  them  up.  The  farmers  here  in  general  pay  half 
a  yeai''8  rent  with  fish,  and  half  with  yam,     Tythes  are  generally 
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compoiiniled  in  the  groH.  Tbe  middle-men  n 
not  now.  The  poor  people  live  upou  potatoes  and  berriugs  9 
months  in  the  year  iiloog  the  coast,  and  apon  oat  bread  and  milk 
(he  other  three.  Very  little  but t«r,  and  scarce  auy  meat.  They 
all  keep  cows,  most  of  them  a  pig  or  two,  and  a  few  bens,  and  all 
a  cat  or  a  dog.  No  tea.  Thej  are  in  general  circumBtanceB  not 
improved.  Uent  of  a  cabbio,  with  n  garden  and  a  cow's  grasst 
20*.  to  30s. 

Af«rmo/20<,cr,>. 
H.  Fotntoes.  1.  Flax.  0.  Oats.  I.  Barley.  2.  Mowing 
ground.  9|.  Feeding.  Rent  £10.  Six  cows,  2  horses,  6  sheep, 
2  pigs.  People  increase.  But  little  emigration.  Religion  more 
tlian  half  Catholic.  Rise  in  the  price  of  labour  \d.  a  day  in  20 
years;  and  in  provigions,  one-third  in  that  time.  The  following 
is  a  return  of  population,  procured  by  Colonel  Burton's  orders,  on 
a  part  of  Lord  Conyngham's  estates. 
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Cars  generally  sliding  ones,  on  account  of  the  hills. 

Expencc  of  building  a  mud  cabbin  £11 ;  of  stone  and  slate  £40. 
In  different  places  in  Lord  Conyngham's  estate  in  Boylagh  '  are 
many  lead  mines  mixed  with  silver,  none  of  them  wrought ; 
miueni  who  have  examined  them  say  there  is  much  silver  in  ths 
ore.     The  lead  is  apparent  in  many  breaciies  of  the  rocks. 

'  Boyltgii  barony,  co.  Donegal. 
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August  11th,  left  Mount  Charles,  and  pa.Bsiiig  through 
Douncgal,  took  the  road  to  Bally ehann on  ;  came  presently 
to  eeveral  beautiful  landscapes,  Btrelling  hills,  cultivated 
with  the  bay  flowing  up  among  them :  they  want  noUung 
but  more  wood,  and  are  beautiful  without  it.  Afterwards 
likewise  to  the  left,  they  rise  in  various  outlines,  and  die 
away  insensibly  into  one  another.  When  the  road  leads  to 
a  full  view  of  the  bay  of  Donnegal,  these  smiling  spotg, 
aboTB  which  the  proud  mountaina  rear  their  heads,  are 
numerous,  the  hillocks  of  almost  regular  circular  forms ; 
they  are  very  pleasing,  from  form,  verdure,  and  the  water 
breaking  in  their  vules. 

Before  I  got  to  Bally  shannon,'  remarked  a  bleach-green, 
which  indicates  weaving  in  the  neighbourhood.  Viewed 
the  salmoD-leap  at  Ballyshannon,  wldch  is  let  for  .£400  a 
year.  The  scenery  of  it  is  very  beautiful ;  it  is  a  fine  fall, 
and  the  coast  of  the  river  very  bold,  consisting  of  perpen- 
dicular rocks,  with  grass  of  a  beautiful  verdure  to  the  very 
edge :  it  projecta  in  little  promontories,  which  grow  longer 
as  they  approach  the  sea,  and  open  to  give  a  fine  view  of 
the  ocean.  Before  the  fall  in  the  middle  of  the  river  is  a 
rocky  island,  on  which  is  a  curing  houae,  instead  of  the 
turret  of  a  ruined  castle,  for  which  it  seems  formed.  The 
town  prettily  situated  on  the  rising  ground  on  each  side  the 

river. To  Sir  James  Caldwell's  ;   crossmg  the  bridge, 

stopped  for  a  view  of  the  river,  which  is  a  very  fine  one,  and 
was  delighted  to  see  the  salmon  jump,  to  mo  an  unuaual 
sight;  the  wat«r  was  perfectly  alive  with  them.  Rising 
the  hill,  look  hack  on  the  town  ;  the  situation  beautiful ) 
the  river  presents  a  noble  view.  Come  to  Belleek,'  a  little 
village,  with  one  of  the  finest  waterfalls  I  remember  any 
where  to  have  seen  j  viewed  it  from  the  bridge,  The  river 
in  a  veiy  broad  sheet  comes  from  behind  some  wood,  and 
breaks  over  a  bed  of  rocks,  not  perpendicular  but  shelving, 
in  various  directions,  and  foams  away  under  the  arches ; 
after  which  it  grows  more  silent,  and  gives  a  beautiful  bend 
under  a  rock,  crowned  by  a  fine  bank  of  wood.  Beached 
Castle  Caldwell'  at  night,  where  Sir  James  Caldwell  received 
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me  with  a  politenesa  and  cordialitj  that  will  make  me  long 
remember  it  with  pleasure. 

August  12th.  The  following  account  of  the  liUKbanJry  aronrd 
Caatlc  Caldwell,  Sir  James  favuiired  me  with.  The  soil  id  the 
vale  to  BoUeek  is  a  jellow  clay,  1  to  2  spit  deep  on  a  lime-stone 
rock ;  the  whole  intcniperscd  with  bog  and  morass.  Large  tracts 
uncultivated.  Rents  varj  from  15j,  to  20j.  an  acre  ci^tiTated, 
but  mountain  and  mountain  sides  are  not  measured ;  wherever  the 
plough  goes,  will  jield  7«-  at  the  lowest.  In  the  mouotains  thej 
paj  but  3t,  for  the  summer  food  of  a  cow  ;  and  for  a  horse,  4t.  fid. 
The  county  of  Fermanagh  may  be  divided  into  6  parts  ;  one-sixth 
the  lake,  at  no  rent;  mountains  and  bogn  two-sixthn,  the  rest  of 
the  county  at  12i. 

Thecourseof  crops  is  ;  1.  Potatoea.  2.  Potatoes,  3.  Barley 
or  flai.  4.  Oats.  5.  Oata.  C.  Oats.  7,  Lay  otit  for  grass, 
\Vherever  there  are  spots  of  meadow,  they  are  mown.  Great 
uumbers  of  farms  arc  taken  in  partnership  in  Rimdale;  indeed 
the  general  course  is  so,  upon  a  farm  of  100  acres,  there  will  be 
4,  fi,  or  6  families  :  bnt  families  will  take  such  small  spots  as  S  or 
6  acres.  Forms  in  genera!  rise  from  5  acres  to  3  or  400  ;  but  all 
the  lai^e  ones  are  stock  farms  ;  in  general  none  so  high  as  twenty ; 
all  in  Rundale,  partnership  or  stock.  Many  of  the  latter  part 
mountain,  part  arable,  and  these  are  the  only  farms  of  substance 
in  the  country.  One  of  £S0  a  year  will  require  4  or  £500  to 
stock  it.  These  farmers  buy  year-olds — for  instance,  20;  he 
buys  in  20  year-ohls  every  year,  and  every  year  sells  20  four-year- 
olds  :  he  gives  30j.  each,  and  sells  at  £5  \0t.  or  £6,  and  this  he 
reckons  a  reasonable  profit.  Also  3  and  2  year-old  heifers  that 
have  missed  the  bull,  keep  them  through  the  winter,  and  sell  them 
in  May,  and  get  1B>.  to  20s.  for  wintering  them  on  coarse  grass 
without  any  fodder.  In  summer  they  feed  them  all  on  mountains. 
Those  who  buy  the  missed  heifers  are  farmers  in  Monaglian  and 
Cavan,  on  coarse  farms,  who  turn  them  on  the  mountains,  give 
them  the  bull,  and  sell  them  out  in  the  spring  to  the  weaving 
farmers  in  the  linen  country,  who  change  their  stock. 

The  measures  here  are  by  pecks  and  barrels ;  the  weight  of 
the  peck  of  potatoes  in  Uallyshannon  is  S  stdne,  4  lb,,  and  10 
pecks  make  a  barrel:  in  the  country  they  give  6  stones.  The 
acre  the  plantation  measure.  Of  potatoes,  which  they  set  all  in 
"  ".  trenching  way,  they  plant  4  barrels  an  acre,  and  get  on  an 
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average  7  or  8  for  one,  that  is,  32  barrels  an  acre.  Tlie  price  ii 
Sir,  a  barrel  on  a  medium,  or  £12  16*.  an  aore  ;  but  it  is  obdons 
that  this  peck  is  &  measure  of  their  own.  They  manure  generally 
for  them  with  dung ;  but  oflen  with  lime  and  hog  mud  mixed,  and 
burnt  clay,  which  they  find  does  very  well.  In  the  county  of 
Tyrone,  ttiwords  Ardroagh  and  Duiiganuoii,  they  will  bring  lime- 
Htono  14  or  IS  miles,  bum  it,  and  sprinkle  their  potatoe  land 
with  it  to  prevent  the  black  rot.  Rent  of  Tyrone  on  an  overage 
7.. 

Of  barley  they  bow  20  stone  ;  tlie  barrel  of  barley  is  25  stone, 
and  of  malt  20.  An  acre  on  an  average  will  yield  10  barrels,  at 
16  stone.  Of  oats  they  sow  a  barrel,  at  20  etoiie,  and  get  6  for 
oue.  Of  here  they  soiv  the  same,  and  {jet  9  barrels  ;  barley  sells 
better  than  here  generally  ;  for  flax  tiiey  plough  once  on  potatoe 
land.     The  expciicc  of  an  acre  they  reckon, 

Bent 0  15    0 

County  cess 003 

Tythe  modus OOB 

Seed,  40  gallons,  at  l9.  £<; 300 

Ono  ploughing 055 

Clodding  and  atones,  4  women 0     14 

Weeding,  6  women 020 

Pulling,  12  women  a  day 0     4     0 

Watering,  3  men  and  1  horse 026 

Grassing,  6  women 020 

Lini[ig  and  carrying,  3  women  and  2  own,  and  1  horse    .,026 

Bryinf;,  2  women  and  12  load  turf 0     1     s 

Beetling,  24  women 0  tfi     0 

Sautching  hi.  a  ]h. 

£5  13    4 


Price  of  lime  at  the  kiln  Gd.  a  barrel.  Sir  James  Caldwell  had 
bis  stone  quarried,  carried,  broke  and  burnt,  and  drawn  100  yards, 
for  W.  a  barrel  labour  ;  six  score  horse  loads  of  tnrf  coot  4». 
cutting  and  nawing,  and  leailing  by  water,  costs  5m,  more,  which 
6  score  loads  will  hum  at  the  rate  of  a  load  and  a  lialf  a  barrel. 
Tbey  plough  all  with  horses,  2  or  3  horses  obreaat. 

Land  Bells,  at  rack  r^ nt,  at  20  to  24  years  purchase :  baa 

not  fallen.     Rents  are  fallen  in  5  or  6  years  28.  an  acre. 

Ihere  is  a  great  deal  of  letting  lands  in  the  gross  to  middle 

I  men,  who  re-let  it  to  others  ;  these  middle  men  are  called 
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temey  begs,  or  litth  landhmU,  which  prevail  very  much  at 
present.  These  men  make  a  great  profit  by  this  practice. 
The  people  in  all  the  neighbourhood  inereaae  very  fast. 
They  are  all  in  general  much  more  icduBtrioue,  and  in  better 
circumstancea  than  they  were  eome  years  ago.  Their  food, 
for  three-fourtha  of  the  year,  chiefly  potatoes  and  milk,  and 
the  other  quarter  oatmeal :  io  the  winter  they  have  herrings. 
They  have  all  a  bellyful  of  food  whatever  it  is,  as  they  told 
me  thomsolves ;  and  their  children  eat  potatoes  all  day 
long,  even  those  of  a  year  old  will  be  roasting  them.  All 
keep  cows,  and  some  cocks  and  hens,  but  no  turkers  or 
ceeae.  Six  people,  a  man,  his  wife  and  4  children,  will  eat 
18  stone  of  potatoes  a  week,  or  252  lb.,  but  40  lb.  of  oatmeal 
will  serve  them.  Bent  of  a  cabbin,  garden,  and  one  acre, 
20a.  a  cow's  grass  SOs.  a  cow  requires  one  acre  and  a  half 
for  summer ;  and  they  buy  a  little  hay  for  winter,  and  give 
the  cow  small  potatoes  and  cabbage -leaves,  &c. 

The  common  people  are  remarkably  given  to  thieving, 
particularly  grass,  timber,  and  turf;  and  they  bring  up  their 
children  to  hohiiig  potatoes,  that  is,  artfully  raising  them, 
taking  out  the  best  roots,  and  then  replanting  them,  so  that 
the  owner  is  perfectly  deceived  when  he  takes  up  the  crop. 
A  poor  man's  turf  from  15s.  to  20s.  Living  is  eiceedingly 
cheap  here  ;  besides  the  common  provisions,  which  I  have 
every  where  registered,  wild  ducks  are  only  Zd.  and  powder 
and  shot:  Plover,  lid.  and  ditto:  woodcocks,  Id.  and  ditto; 
Snipes,  \^d.  and  ditto ;  teal,  2d.  and  ditto,  and  widgeon 
the  same  ;  salmon,  \^d.  alb.  trout,  perch,  pike,  and  bream, 
so  plentiful  as  to  have  no  price.  Sir  James  Caldwell  has 
taken  17  cwt.  of  fish,  bream  and  pike,  in  one  day :  cod,  3s, 
a  dozen ;  whiting,  from  Bd.  to  Is.  a  dozen  :  herrings,  from 
3d.  to9d.  per  100:  lobsters,  from  3s.  &d.  to  4«.  a  dozen; 
oysters,  &d.  to  20rf.  a  100 :  eels,  2«.  a  dozen  :  crabs.  Is.  to  2s, 
a  dozen :  wages.  £Q  dairy -maids,  and  others.  .£4.  There 
is  very  little  weaving  in  this  country,  eicept  what  is  for 
their  own  use,  but  spinning  is  universal  in  all  the  cabbins. 
They  receive  for  spinning  spangle  yarn,  or  four  hanks, 
Is.  2d.  a  spangle,  and  they  will  spin  it  in  four  days. 
Country  servants  are  hired  at  £Z  a  year,  who  engage  to  do 
the  work  of  the  house,  and  spin  a  hank,  that  is  a  dozen  a 
day,  there  are  12  outa  to  the  dozen. 
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^B  In  the  mountain  tracte,  the  rents  are  paid  by  yam, 

^^Jonng  cattle,  and  a  little  butter.     They  spin  a  good  deal  of 
wool,  which  they  make  into  druggets,  the  warp  o£  tow -yam. 

and  the  weft  of  wool.     The  following  partioulara  of  34  of 

Sir  Jamea's  labourers  will  shew  the  state  of  the  poor  in  this 

neighbourhood,  respecting  their  stock,  potatoe  land,  and 

nantity  of  flax  seed  sown : 

Rent,          Cows.     Souls.     Poi   Flax  Galls  i 

No.    1        3  17     6            7            4 

2        6    0    0            6            e 

3         3     7     6              7              6 

6 

13     0     0             3              S 

'' 

6         3     0     0             5              7 

7 

7          1   10     0              0             6 

7 

9         4     0     0             a            10 

10         4     0     0              i             6 

11          1     a     0              4             6 

6 

IS       3  IS    0          a          fi 

3 

13         1     8     0             *              S 

6 

U         1     8     0             4              6 

6 

IS         2   10     U             5              g 

fi 

16         3  16     e              6              'J 

7 

17      a   0   0         1         G 

It        4 

18         3     e     3             2             8 

4 

19         3  15     6              3              9 

7 

ao      5  16    -i          4          a 

31          1     S     0             3              4 

as       a    2    0          3          3 

S3         3  l^j     0              2              4 

B 

S4         1   17     0             3             4 

3 

SS          1      8     6              2             3 

5 

a?        3  10    0            3            7 

'1 

SB        a    0    0            3            7 

ay       1    8    0          3          a 

30         1   10     0             3              6 

31         I   11     0             3              4 

39         3     0     0             4              8 

S3         3     0     0             5              4 

34         S     2     6             4              5 

* 

Totals lal         204      =      ■ 

Avmge aj     =     6     =     ^M 

Nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  the  approach  to            H 
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Castle  Caidwell ;  the  promontories  of  thick  wood,  which' 
Bhoot  into  Loch  Eame,  under  the  shade  of  a  great  ridge  of 
mountaiuB,  have  the  finest  effect  imaginahlo :  as  soon  ai 
you  are  through  the  gates,  turn  to  the  left,  about  200  jarda 
to  the  edge  of  the  hill,  where  the  whole  domain  liea  beneath 
the  point  ol  view.  It  is  a  promontory,  three  miles  long, 
projecting  into  tlie  lake,  a  beautiful  assemblage  of  wo<^ 
and  lawn,  one  end  a  thick  shade,  the  other  grass,  scattered 
with  trees,  and  finishing  with  wood.  A  bay  of  the  lake 
breaks  into  the  eastern  end,  where  it  is  perfectly  wooded : 
there  are  six  or  seven  islands  among  them  (that  of  Bow ' 
three  miles  long,  and  one  and  a  half  broad),  yet  they  leave 
a  noble  sweep  of  water,  bounded  by  the  great  range  of  the 
Turaw  mountains.  To  the  right,  the  lake  takes  the  appear- 
ance of  a,  fine  river,  with  two  large  islands  in  it,  the  whole 
unites  to  form  one  of  the  most  glorious  scenes  I  ever 
beheld.  Rode  to  the  little  hill  above  Michael  Macguire'e 
cabbin ;  here  the  two  groat  promontories  of  wood  join  in 
one.  but  open  in  the  middle,  and  give  a  view  of  the  lake, 
quite  surrounded  with  wood,  as  if  a  distinct  water  j  beyond 
are  the  islands,  scattered  over  its  face,  nor  can  any  thing 
be  more  picturesque  than  the  bright  silver  surface  of  the 
water  breaking  through  the  dark  shades  of  wood.  Around 
the  point  on  which  we  stood,  the  ground  is  rough  and 
rocky,  wild,  and  various,  forming  no  bad  contrast  to  the 
brilliant  scenery  in  view.  Crossing  some  of  this  undressed 
ground,  we  came  to  a  point  of  a  hill,  above  Paddy  Macguire'a 
cabbin;  here  the  lake  presents  great  sheets  of  water, 
breaking  beyond  the  woody  promontories  and  islands,  in 
the  most  beautiful  manner.  At  the  bottom  of  the  declivity, 
at  your  feet,  is  a  creek,  and  beyond  it  the  lands  of  the  do- 
main, scattered  with  noble  woods,  that  rise  immediately 
from  the  water's  edge ;  the  house,  almost  obscured  among 
the  trees,  seems  a  fit  retreat  from  every  care  and  aniiety  (5 
the  world ;  a  little  beyond  it  the  lawn,  which  is  in  front, 
shews  its  lively  green  among  the  deeper  shades,  and  over 
the  neck  of  land,  which  joins  it  to  the  promontory  of  wood, 
called  Bobs  a  goul,  the  lake  seems  to  form  a  beautiful  vrood- 
lock'd  bason,  stretching  its  silver  surface  behind  the  stems 

'  Bos  Island,  in  Lough  Erne,  co,  Fenntntgh. 
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of  the  single  trees ;  beyond  the  whole  the  mountainy  rocks 
of  Turaw  give  a  magnificent  finishing.  Near  you,  on 
erery  side,  is  wild  tOHsed-about  ground,  which  adds  Tery 
much  to  the  variety  of  the  acene.  From  hence  we  passed  to 
the  hUl  in  the  mountain  park,  from  whence  the  scenery  is 
different ;  here  you  seo  a  short  promontory  of  wood,  which 
projects  into  a  bay,  formed  by  two  others,  considerably  more 
extensive,  that  ia  Rogg  a  govl  and  Rogg  moor  eatt.  The  lake 
Btretehing  away  in  vast  reaches,  and  between  numerous 
islands,  almost  as  far  as  the  eye  can  command.  In  the  great 
creek,  to  the  right,  which  flows  up  under  the  mountain  of 
Turaw,  are  two  beautiful  islands,  which,  with  the  promon- 
tories, scattered  with  trees,  give  it  the  mosta^reeable  variety. 
In  another  ride.  Sir  James  gave  me  a  view  of  that  part 
of  his  domain  which  forms  the  promontory  of  Koas  moor  ; 
coasted  it,  and  crossed  the  hills :  nothing  can  exhibit  scenes 
of  greater  variety  or  more  beauty.  The  islands  on  every 
side  are  of  a  different  character ;  some  are  knots  or  tufts 
of  wood,  others  shrubby.  Here  are  single  rocks,  and  there 
fine  hilla  of  lawn,  which  rise  boldly  from  the  water ;  the 
promontories  form  equal  distinctions ;  some  are  of  thick 
woods,  which  yield  the  darkest  shade,  others  open  groves, 
but  every  where  the  coast  ia  high,  and  yields  pleasing  land- 
scapes. From  the  east  j.)olnt  of  Ross  moor,  the  scenery  is 
truly  delicious.  The  point  of  view  is  a  high  promontory  of 
wood)  lawn,  &c,,  which  projects  so  far  into  the  lake  as  to 
give  a  double  view  of  it  of  great  eitent.  Tou  look  down  a 
declivity  on  the  lake  which  flows  at  your  feet,  and  full  in 
&Dnt  is  the  wood  of  Roge  a  gmil,  at  the  extreme  point  of 
which  is  the  temple  :  this  wood  is  perfectly  a  deep  shade, 
and  has  an  admirable  effect.  At  the  other  end  it  joins 
imother  woody  promontory,  in  which  the  lawn  opens  beauti- 
fully among  the  scattered  trees,  and  just  admits  a  partial 
view  of  the  house  half  obscured  j  carrying  your  eye  a  little 
more  to  the  left,  you  see  three  other  necks  of  wood,  which 
stretch  into  the  lake,  generally  giving  a  deep  shade,  but 
here  and  there  admitting  the  water  behind  the  stems  and 
through  the  branches  of  the  trees ;  all  this  bounded  by 
cultivated  hills,  and  those  backed  by  distant  mountains. 
Here  are  no  objects  which  you  do  not  command  distinctly : 
none  that  do  not  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  scene,  and  tha 
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whole  forming  a  landscape  rich  in  the  aseemblage  of  & 
variety  of  beauties.  The  other  reach  of  the  lake  varying 
under  Roaa  moor  is  a  diSeront  econe,  bounded  by  the 
mountains  and  rocks  of  Turaw :  to  the  right  these  rraiches 
join  the  lake,  which  opens  a  fine  exjianse  of  water  spotted 
with  islands.  It  ia  upon  the  whole  a  scene  strikingly 
agreeable.  Little  of  the  sublime,  but  the  very  range  of 
beauty,  gaiety,  and  pleasure,  are  the  characters  of  the  spot ; 
nature  makes  no  eSorts  here  but  those  to  please ;  the  parts 
are  of  extreme  varieties,  yet  in  perfect  unison  with  each 
other.  Even  the  rocks  of  Turaw  have  a  mildness  in  their 
aspect,  and  do  not  break  the  general  effect  by  abrupt  or 
rugged  projections.  It  was  with  regret  I  turned  my  back 
OD  this  charming  scene,  the  most  beautiful  at  Castle  Cald- 
well, and  the  most  pleasing  I  have  any  where  seen.  Bode 
round  Rom  a  gout,  the  promontory  in  front  of  the  house, 
from  which  the  views  are  exceedingly  beautiful,  command- 
ing  a  noble  hanging  wood  on  the  banks  of  Boss  moor,  and 
the  woody  necks  that  stretch  from  the  land  beyond  the 
house,  with  several  islands,  which  give  the  greatest  variety 
to  the  scene.  On  the  point,  Sir  James  has  built  an  octagon 
temple,  which  takes  in  several  views  that  are  exceedingly 
pleasing ;  this  neck  of  land  is  a  wood  of  40  acres,  and  a 
more  a^eeable  circumstance  so  near  a  mansion  caa 
scarcely  be  imagined. 

Take  my  leave  of  Caatlo  Caldwell,  and,  with  colours  flying, 
and  his  baud  of  music  playing,  go  on  board  liis  sii-oared 
barge  for  ItiniskiUing  ;  the  heavens  were  favourable,  and 
a  clear  sky  and  bright  sun,  gave  me  the  beauties  of  the  lake 
in  all  their  splendor.  Pass  the  scenes  I  have  described, 
which  from  the  boat  take  a  fresh  variety,  and  in  all  pleasing. 

Eagle  Island  first  salutes  ns,  a  woody  knole.  Others 
pass  in  review  ;  among  the  rest.  Herring  Island,  noted  for 
the  wreck  of  a  herring-boat,  and  the  drowning  of  a  fiddler; 
but  the  boatmen  love  herrings  better  than  music,  and  gave 
their  name  to  the  isle,  rather  than  that  of  the  son  of  Apollo, 
Innisnakill  is  all  wood.  Babbit  Island  is  40  acres  of 
pasture,  which  rises  bold  from  the  water.  luniamac  Saint 
also  40  acres  of  grass.  Then  comea  a  cluster  of  woody, 
islands,  which  rise  in  perfect  hills  from  the  water's  edge, 
the  wood  dipping  in  tne  lake,  and  they  are  bo  numerou* 
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that  the  lake  is  cut  by  them  into  wiadiug  straits,  more 
beautiful  than  can  be  thought.  The  reader  maj  imagine 
how  eiquisite  the  Tiew  must  be,  of  numerous  hills  of  dark 
and  complete  wood,  which  rise  Iwldlj  from  so  noble  a  sheet 
of  water ;  they  form  a  most  singular  scene.  Wherever  the 
shore  is  seen,  it  is  rising  lands ;  in  some  places  woods,  In 
others  cultivated  hills.  Passing  these  sylvan  gtones,  we 
come  neit  to  theGuIly  Island,  all  of  wood, andislOO  acres; 
much  of  it  is  bold  rising  land,  and  the  oak  dips  in  the 
water.  What  a  spot  to  build  on,  and  form  a  retreat  from  i 
the  business  and  aniiety  of  the  world!  Nature  here  is  \ 
blooming.  It  is  in  the  midst  of  a  region  where  one  would 
think  she  has  almost  exhausted  herself  in  producing  scenes 
of  rural  elegance.  It  belongs  to  Lord  Ely ;  I  envy  him.  the 
possession.  The  only  thing  it  yields  its  owner  is  a  periodical  - 
profit  from  cutting  its  beautiful  woods.  Shelter,  prospect, 
wood  and  water,  are  here  in  perfection  ;  what  more  can  be 
wished  for  in  a  retreat,  if  an  unambitious  mind  gilds  the 
scene  with  what  neither  wood  nor  water  can  give — content  ? 
The  sacrilegious  axe  has  desolated  three  parts  in  four  of 
its  noble  covering;  and  it  will  be  15  years  before  the  rough 
ground  and  naked  stubs  are  again  cloathed. 

Pass  the  hanging  grounds  of  Castle  Hume ;  some  of 
them  very  beautifully  crowned  with  wood,  and  the  opposite 
coast  of  the  lake,  wood  and  cultivation.  Car  and  Ferny 
Islands  bold  lands  cut  into  fields  of  com  give  a  fresh  variety, 
and  the  woods  of  Castle  Hume  surround  a  bay  to  the  right, 
at  the  bottom  of  which  is  the  Ca.stle  half  hidden  with  trees. 
It  opens,  however,  to  the  view  soon  after,  and  accompanied 
on  each  side  by  a  fine  wood,  and  the  surrounding  ground 
various.  The  lake  then  takes  tbe  form  of  a  bay,  between 
same  pretty  cultivated  slopes  on  one  aide,  and  Deveuish 
Island  on  the  other,  with  its  tower  full  in  view.  Advanc* 
ing,  the  coast  on  the  right  consists  of  beautiful  cultivated 
hiBs,  divided  into  incloaures  by  hedges,  and  the  waving 
hills  rising  one  beyond  another  in  a  various  and  pleasing 
manner ;  the  opposite  shore  is  the  same,  but  the  view  more 
distant.  The  island  of  Devenishis  part  of  itvery  rich  land; 
the  poor  people  pay  £5  an  acre  for  the  old  grass  for  one 
ion>p  of  potatoes.  About  Ballyshannon,  it  is  .£3  or  £4,  per 
l_ ^g  barley  on  the  island  after  the  potatoes  is  exceed- 
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ingly  fine.  When  yon  come  abreast  of  the  round  tower, 
look  backwards,  to  the  right  the  scenery  ie  very  beauttfiU, 
the  wood  at  the  extremity,  the  waving  hills  under  grass 
and  corn,  which  spread  over  this  whole  coast,  form  also  the 
scenery  in  front,  and  unit«  with  the  lake  to  make  a  most 
pleasing  landscape.  Landed  at  Inniskilling,  and  that  eren- 
ing  reached  Castle  Cool,'  the  seat  of  A.  Lowry  Corry,  Esq; 
who  was  absent  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  but  Mrs.  Corry 
was  so  obliging  as  to  procure  me  the  information  I  wished. 
August  15th,  rode  to  the  Topped  Mountain,  from  whence 
is  an  immense  prospect  of  many  counties,  and  commanding 
Loch  Eame  from  one  end  to  the  other,  being  about  40 
miles  long  j  the  great  sheet  is  towards  Castle  Caldwell, 
that  to  Belturbet  is  so  thickly  strewed  with  islands,  that  the 
water  has  more  the  appearance  of  several  woods. 

Around  Inniskilling,  &c.,  land  lets  on  an  aTcragc  at  10s,  to  12*. 
an  acre  that  is  eiiltirated,  but  there  is  stime  mountain  and  bog 
that  lets  for  little  or  nothing.  Farms  are  varioug,  many  gmall 
onus  of  a  few  aerea,  hut  the  most  common  siie  is  40  to  70  acres, 
with  some  large  stock  ones  of  S  or  £300  a  year :  the  soil  a 
principally  a  wet  tenacious  clay.  The  syetem  of  these  stack^ 
farms  ia,  to  keep  cattle  of  various  ages,  from  year-oldi)  to  fat 
ones  of  5  years,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  laud :  they  keep 
but  few  sheep.  Weaving  is  but  just  coming  in,  but  increases 
much;  the  spinning  is  common  alt  over  the  count j  in  ever j  cabbin, 
by  the  women  and  girls  ;  they  (to  not  quite  raise  llax  enough  to 
supply  their  own  demand. 

The  course  of  crops  most  general  is,  1.  Potatoes.  2.  Barley. 
3.  Oats.  4.  Flax.  5.  Laid  nut  for  grass.  Farms  very  much 
taken  in  the  rundole  way  by  partnership. 

The  people  increase  very  fast  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  are 
in  better  circumstances  than  they  were  some  ycara  ago.  Some 
live  on  potatoea  and  milk,  for  all  keep  cows,  and  they  eat  some 
flesh  meat.  The  number  of  little  farmers  who  are  supported  by 
their  farms  alone  is  considerable,  from  whence  it  is  plain  that 
linen  has  not  taken  deep  root.  There  are  two  bleach-greens 
within  T  miles,  and  alt  tlicj  bleach  is  made  in  the  country.  A 
woman  will  cam  4rf.  a  day  by  spinning,  and  do  something  in  th« 

'  Cnslli.'  Coolf,  near  Enniskillen,  co.  Fermanagli, 


I 


1776.]  BELLETSLE.  197 

family  besides.  Tlie  maimre  principally  used  ia  lime,  wbicli  on 
an  nveragc  costs  tlicm  about  B<I.  a,  barrel,  and  they  luy  80  and 
upwanls  per  acre. 

August  15th,  to  Belleisle,'  the  charmiDg  seat  of  the  Earl 
of  Boss.  It  ia  an  island  in  Loch  Eame  of  200  Irish  acres, 
every  part  of  it  hill,  dale,  and  gentle  declivities ;  it  has  a 
great  deal  of  wood,  niucli  of  whjch  ia  old,  and  forms  both 
deep  shades,  and  open  chearful  groves.  The  trees  hang  on 
the  slopes,  and  consequently  shew  themselves  to  the  best 
advantage.  All  this  ia  exceedingly  pretty,  but  it  is  rendered 
trebly  bo  by  the  situation  :  a  reach  of  the  lake  passes  before 
the  Louse,  which  is  situated  near  the  banks  among  some 
fine  woods,  which  give  both  beauty  and  shelter.  This  shoet 
of  water,  which  ia  three  miles  over,  ia  bounded  in  front  by 
an  island  of  thick  wood ;  and  by  a  bold  circular  hill,  which 
is  his  IiordsMp's  deer  park,  this  hill  ig  backed  by  a  con* 
siderabie  mountain.  To  the  right  are  four  or  five  fine 
clumps  of  dark  wood ;  so  many  islands  which  rise  boldly 
from  the  lake,  the  water  breaks  in  straits  between  them, 
and  forms  a  scene  ertremely  picturesque.  On  tho  other 
side  the  lake  stretches  behind  wood,  in  a  streight,  which 
forms  Belleiale.  Lord  Koss  has  made  walks  round  the 
island,  from  which  there  is  a  considerable  variety  of  prospect. 
A  temple  is  built  on  a  gentle  hill,  commanding  the  view  of  the 
wooded  islands  abovementioned;  but  the  most  pleasing  pros- 
pect of  them  ia  coming  out  from  the  grotto :  they  appear  in 
an  uncommon  beauty  [  two  aeem  to  join,  and  the  water  which 
fiows  between  takes  the  appearance  of  a  fine  bay,  projecting 
deep  into  a  dark  wood:  nothing  can  be  more  beautifuL 
The  park  hill  rises  above  them,  and  the  whole  is  backed 
with  raouutaina.  The  home  acene  at  your  feet  also  is  pretty ; 
a  lawn  scattered  with  trees  forma  the  margin  of  the  lake, 
closing  gradually  in  a  thick  wood  of  tall  trees,  above  the 
tops  of  which  IS  a  distant  view  oE  Cultiegh'  mountain, 
which  is  there  seen  in  its  proudest  solemnity. 

To  Lord  Roaa's  very  obliging  attention  I  am  indebted  for  the 
following  particulnrs ; — Rcnta  about  Belleiale  are  upon  an  average 
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10«,  an  ure  for  grmn  and  arable,  biit  mountain  sides  are  net  by 
the  lump,  according  to  the  namber  of  cattle  tliej  feed.  The  soil 
is  all  of  blue  clay.  Farms  are  generally  £30  or  £60  a  year ; 
where  there  ore  weavers  they  are  very  Binall,  but  the  number  does 
not  exceed  a  twentieth  of  the  whole.  The;,  however,  inci-case 
fast!  tt'SJ  ^^yo  doubled  their  number  in  10  yeara.  Seventeea 
years  ago,  there  nut  being  one  bleach  mill.  Lord  Ross  erected  c 
after  which  more  were  built,  but  in  the  whole  county  not  more 
than  ton.  Average  rent  of  cultivated  land  in  Fermanagh,  10*. 
Course,  1,  Potatoes,  2.  Barley,  3.  Oats,  4.  Oats,  5,  Oats.  8. 
Laid  out  six  or  seven  years.  ].  Potatoes,  2.  Barley,  3.  Oats, 
4.  Flai,  S.  Laid  out,  some  sow  grasa  seeds. 

Potatoes  yield  20  barrels  an  acre ;  each  4  bushels  ;  they  plant 
two  and   an   half  to   an  acre  ;   the  price   from  2i.   Sd.   to  30h. 
generally   10».  on  stiff  land,  two  crops  of  potatoes,  hut  not  t 
light.      Uarlcy  yields  from  10  to  IS  barrels;  oats  from  6  to  1 
barrels,  but  somctimca  not  5.     Account  of  flax  : 

Rent  and  tilla^  .    , ...,30 

Seed,  two  bualiels,  at  I£< 1    i 

Cloditing,  3  boys,  U6d D    I 

Pulling,  H  women,  at  ditlo 0    4 

Watering,  two  man  and  two  horses,  the  men,  Bd.,  the  horses, 

U. 0    3 

Taking  out  and  spreading,  two  men  and  six  women     ,.,04 

Lifting,  three  women,  one  horse,  and  one  man 0    3 

Drying,  two  men  and  two  women,  2j.   and   six  hiRbes  of 

turf,  6i £0    8 

Beetling  at  the  mill,  by  the  stone. 

The  linen  wove  here,  is  from  6  to  1,800,  but  in  general  1,200. 
A  woman  spins  one  haiilc,  fur  which  she  hna  three  half  pence  and 
board,  if  no  board,  four  pence  ;  the  length  of  the  weba  vary,  soma 
ten  yards,  but  In  general  double  ones  of  fifty  yards ;  it  takes  two 
hanksofyarn  to  every  yard  of  the  web;  theweavers  have  five  pence 
a  yard  for  weaving  it,  and  they  will  do  three  yards  a  day  ;  they 
idl  it  at  monthly  markets.  They  breed  up  their  sons  moro 
more  to  weaving,  as  it  increases  much,  and  these  people 
their  rcnt£  by  it,  but  they  send  off  much  more  yam  than  tiiey 

The  food  of  the  poor  is  potatoes,  butter  milk,  and  oat  bread. 
They  all  keep  cows  and  piga.  Most  of  the  country  is  under 
grazing,  some  of  which  farms  rise  to£500ayear.  They  generally 
boy  in  year-old  calves,  for  which  they  give,  on  an  average,  £1  It, 
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^Hto  £1  6$.  and  keep  tliem  lill  iLey  are  four  yeara  old,  anil  sell 

^H^  fiiem  lean  to  the  graziers  of  other  conutries,  who  have  laod  that 

will  fatten  ;   aell  them  £5  tn  £6  a  bnllock,  thus,  everj  year,  Hiey 

buy  in,  and  sell  out  a  stock.      Ujioii  a  fann  in  the  neighbourhood, 

of  £390  a  year,  bcaidi^s  horses,  cows,  and  sheep,  the  fanner  selli 

^_     one  hunilred  bnllocka  every  year.   Many  cows  are  fattened,  bought 

^L   in   in  May    at   £2   lOi.  to  £S   and  sold   out   in   November,  at 

^H   £1   1  If.  6d.  profit,  and  a  good  acre  will  carry  one  of  them,  bat  in 

^V  general  it  wtll  take  more.    No  dairiee.    Some  sheep  are  kept,  the 

lambs  sold,  at  three  and  four  months  old,  at  Si.  to  lOi.  6d.  each, 

7t.  or  S4.  in  general ;  the  wool  of  the  ewe,  4i.  id.     Bome  bay 

two  or  three  year  old  wethers,  for  fattening,  in  June,  at  1S«.,  and 

sell  them  fat  in  March  or  April  following,  at  £1   la.  to  £1   6«. 

Breeding  ewes  reckoned  the  most  profitable,  unless  the  land  if 

very  good.     In  moory  land,  they  use  lime  for  manuring,  at  Id, 

a  Wrel,  hut  if  the  fanner  bums  it  himself,  and  bas  the  stone 

convenient,  it  is  done  for  3d.  with  turf.     A  good  deal  of  hollow 

draining,  filled  with  stones,  some  with  sods,  but  done  only  by 

gentlemen.     Much  com,  &c.  by  poor  people,  put  in  with  spikdea, 

which  they  call  loyt,  because  they  have  no  horses,  and  one  acre  of 

oata  dug,  ia  worth  one  and  a  half  ploughed ;   some  do  it  on  this 

Mconnt,  though  they  have  horses. 

Lord  Ross  has  generally  a  small  field  of  turneps  and  cahbagea 
fur  feeding  sheep  in  the  winter ;  finds  that  cabbages  are  much  the 
best,  and  last  the  longest. 

AugiiHt  17tb,  rowed  to  Knockinnj,'  the  deer  park,  throe 
miles  across  the  lake,  through  a  maze  of  woody  islands. 
Ifjtd  on  Lady  Boss's  of  40  acres,  in  which  she  has  cut 
walks  leading  through  a  f^eat  variety  o£  ground ;  in  some 
places  through  open  groves  of  large  trees,  in  others  cloee 
dark  wood ;  through  lawns  and  rough  ground,  from  some 
of  which  there  are  various  views  of  t£e  lake,  and  from 
others  it  is  so  perfectly  excluded,  that  one  would  not  think 
water  was  so  near;  a  cabbin  for  a  poultryman,  a  covered 
bench,  aud  a  spot  marked  out  for  a  cottage.  As  the  boat 
approached  Knocldnny,  a  pretty  bay  opened  upon  us, 
round  which,  on  one  side,  is  a  projecting  point  of  wood, 
and  on  the  other,  the  hill  of  KnoclduDy,  with  the  wood 

'  Knockainny  Larony,  co.  Foimanagh. 
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riBing  up  its  side,  uniting  with  that  of  the  point  to  foria   ' 
one  mass.     From  the  hitl  the  view  is  very  fine  ;  you  look    ' 
down  on  II  or  12  wooded  islands  scattered  over  the  lake, 
with  others  cultivated,  and  the  country  rising  around  it.  ' 
Bellisle  appears  to  stand  in  the  midst  of  a  very  large    ' 
wood.     The  fish  in  this  part  of  the  late  are  perch,  pike  to 
40  lb„  trout,  eels,  bream,  &c.     It  is  cstraordinary  that 
perch  should  appear  in  all  the  lakes  of  Ireland  and  in  the 
Shannon  at  the  same  time,  which  was  about  17  years  ago. 
Large  flights  of  swans  sometimes  appear  here  in  winter, 
and  are  sure  signs  of  a  severe  one. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Lont  iDDiiklUing  at  Florence  Court. — Wool -spin  nLnf. — FarnhMn. — 
Ploughing  by  the  lail.— Eatljoogh.— ImprovEii  conililioii  of  the  people. 
—Mr.  Mahonal  Strokestawu. — U'ConnarandMacderniot.— ThoBiahop 
nf  Elpliin. — Kingaton. — DalLijmoat. — Linan  manufacture  introduced  by 
Lord  end  Iddj  Shelburne  and  Mr.  iTilxaiiiurice, 

REACHED  Florence  Court,'  Lord  Inniskilling's  seat, 
situated  on  an  eminence  under  a  great  ridge  of  moun- 
tains. That  nobleman  procured  me  vrith  the  pohtest  atten- 
tion the  following  particulars. 

The  soil  in  general  ia  a  thin  surface,  4  to  6  inches  of  stouey 
mould,  under  that  a  l«iigh  yellow  clay  of  14  to  18  inches,  and 
under  that  a  purple  lime-stone  gravelly  clay,  a  good  manure  for 
tillage,  but  bad  for  grass.  Lets  on  an  average  at  IOj.  an  acre  the 
neir  leases  ;  but  if  there  is  bog  or  mountain,  it  is  thrown  in  at 
that  rent.  Mountain  aides  of  dry  lime-stone  soil  will  let  at  6*. 
heathy  odch  thrown  in.  About  Inuiskilling,  Lord  InniskilliDg 
has  a  con.siderable  property,  and  heathy  mountain  within  two 
milea  of  the  town,  lets  at  9i.  The  town  parks  from  40*.  to 
£3  3«.  The  cultivated  land,  not  town  parks,  from  12«.  to  20«. 
lu  respect  to  the  advance  of  rents,  it  will  best  appear  bj  inserting 
the  particulars  of  some  of  Lord  iDDiskilling's  farms,  at  old  and 

'  Florence  Court,  co.  Frnnnnagh. 
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A   TOUR   IS    IIIEI.A.ND. 

Years  let.    Acres.     OM  Rent.     New  Bent. 
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Tte  extremes  of  date  may  be  called  from  1730  to  1770,  or  40 
yearg,  the  average  of  the  period  would  be  20  years ;   but  we  maj 


n  30  yeara  the 


B  quadrupled.      The  c 
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the  la 
or  weeda,  4c. 

3.  Oats.      4,  Oiita. 

3.  Barley.      4.   Oats. 


Oats. 


5.  Flax, 


lafely  say  that 
of  crops ; 

1.  FotatocB.     2.  Totatoes, 
OaU.      5.   Oats.     6.   Lay  out  1 

1.   Potatoes.      2.   Potatoes, 
6.  Oald.     7.  Lay  it  down. 

1.  Potatoes.     2.  Potatoes. 
6.  Lay  it  out. 

Tillage  farms  rise  from  nine  acres  subdivided,  to  large  tract* 
ia  grazing  ones.  The  raaDures  are  marie,  lime-stone,  gravel, 
lime,  bog,  and  sod  ashes ;  the  marie  is  white  and  light,  found 
under  bogs,  and  in  banks ;  that  in  the  banks,  about  Florence 
Conrt,  is  upon  clay,  or  gravel,  with  springs  under  it,  which  makoa 
the  marie  run  into  forma  like  cinders,  petrified,  and  of  a  reddish 
cast,  as  if  from  vitriolic  acid.  The  whole  country  abounds  witb 
sulpiuu-eous,  and  other  miaerul  springs.  Very  little  of  this  marie 
iised;  they  use  the  lime  stone  gravelly  clay  most,  which  givea 
them  yery  good  crops.  The  cxpencc  of  lime,  carriage  included, 
iB  id.  a  barrel,  slacked ;  they  lay  aixty  barrels  an  acre.  They 
bum  their  mountain  land,  lime,  and  marie  it,  and  set  potatoes. 
In  the  year  1774,  there  were  claimants  for  the  Dublin  Society'a 
premiums,  for  174  acres  of  bog  reclaimed,  and  120  of  mountain. 
In  1773,  38  moor,  and  120  bog.  No  draining  done  by  the 
farmers,  but  much  by  the  gentlemen. 

Potatoes  they  plant  all  on  lays ;  plant  four  barrels  per  acrCi 
each  barrel  6  cwt  they  are  measured  by  the  peck,  so  piled  up  as 
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to  weigh  3  stone  each :  the  price  from  5t.  lo  16*.  the  barrel ; 
average,  8n.  No  hiring  of  land  merely  for  planting  potatoes,  but 
the  farmers  will  let  the  cottars  take  a  crop  of  potatoes,  if  they 
dung  the  land.  The  produce,  on  an  average,  will  he  32  barrels : 
thirty-two  men  will  set  an  ncre  a  day,  with  five  children :  when 
the  potatoes  appear,  they  shovel  the  furrows,  which  four  men 
will  do  in  a  day:  eight  men  will  weed  an  acre  in  a  day,  and 
siity-four  men  will  take  them  up. 


i 


ExrBNCRB. 

Bent 0  10    I 

County  cesa 0  0' 

Four  barrels  of  seed I  13    i 

Planting,  33  men,  at  Sd.  ditto,  Rte  chUdren,  %iid.    .     .  \  S    \ 

Shoveling,  fbur  men,  Sd, .     .     ,     .031 

Weeding,  eight  men,  si. 0  6 

£3  IS 

Taking  np.siily-four  men,  B<^ 3  S 

Sorting,  and  pitting,  uxteca  men,  ^l  Sd. 0  10 

J>rawing  borne,  uven  Iiorses 0    T 

Uanuring,  300  loads,  at  IrJ 0  IG    8 

Drawing,  four  cars,  4  men,  4  boys     .     ,     .     .068 

1  3 


Of  oats,  they  sow  two  barrels  an  ncre,  and  some  more,  and  the 
crop  twelve  barrels.  Of  barley  they  sow  fire  bushels  an  acre, 
each  eight  gallons,  the  crop  eight  barrels.  Much  stubble,  and 
potatoe  land,  in  wet  soils,  is  dung  for  com,  and  it  takes  eighteen 
men  to  dig  an  acre  a  day.  Much  flax  is  sown,  both  on  the 
land,  by  its  owner,  and  hired  by  cottars,  who  have  no  loud 
fit  for  it ;    they  hire  a  peck  sowing,  at  2   bushels   and  a  half, 

■•or  £2  14f.  2ff.  but  the  land  is  ploughed  and  harrowed  into  the 

ftai^ain. 
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Wstrring,  eight  horecs  tad  cais,  and  eigbt  men,  the  borse 

■nd  car,  at  Is 0  13 

T«]tiDg  out,  fonr  men 0    a 

Spremding,  eight  women 0    4 

Lining  and  carrying  home,  4  can,  8  womea  and  4  buys.     .       0    8 
Drjing  and  beetling  bj  a  lorf  fire,  four  men  and  thirtj- 

two  W3me« 0  18 

Scntehing,  mostly  at  home,  by  n-omen,  but  done  for  three 

ballpeDce  per  lb.  360  lb.  the  acre 3    S 

Heckling,  thirteen  pence  a  slone,  tweaty-iwo  stone    ...       1    3  10  I 

10    9  to  I 

Fradnca :  360  lb.  or  3i  stone,  cleaned  dressed,  at  ITc.  ed. 

10    9  10   I 

8  15   a 


Thej  spin  all  ibc  flax  they  raiae  into  three  U>  fire-bank  jam, 
on  an  average  four.  Many  servants  are  bired  for  spinning,  at  12*. 
a  quarter,  who  do  the  business  of  the  hooae,  aod  spin  a  hank  ■ 
day ;  if  they  do  it  for  pay.  it  is  3d.  a  hank.  A  stone  spim  into 
64  hanks ;  and  when  they  have  done  it,  it  is  sold  at  the  markets 
and  fairs  :  the  tow  the;  spin  into  two-hank  yam.  which  b  wove 
into  seven  hundred  cloth,  for  home  consumptioD.  The  weavers 
earn,  on  an  average,  IDcJ.  a  day.  Many  cows  are  kept,  and  macti 
butter  made  by  every  little  farmer,  which  they  put  into  tubs  of 
1^  cwt.  and  if  one  has  not  con's  enough  to  make  it.  they  join,  in 
order  to  do  it  Two  cows  will  rear  two  calres,  feed  the  family, 
and  make  a  tub,  which  sella  for  40i.  per  cwt.  on  an  average,  or 
£3  tOi.  the  two  cows ;  a  cow  requires  two  acres  for  her  saminer 
I,  ta  if  they  have  it,  more,  and  her  winter's  hay,  lOi.  A  good 
if  no  milk  is  taken  from  her,  will  make  7  lb.  of  butter  s 
[ ;  a  middling  one,  four  pounds  and  a  half,  aod  she  will  giro 
lo  proportion 
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r,  hot  o 


I  the  house 


t  all  day.     The  colrei  snck  the  ci 


night  ii 
s  three  montha 


'  days.     The  management  of  the  graiing  larmers,  L 
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year-ol(k,  at  20«.  on  an  average,  keep  them  till  the?  are  four  jeara 
old,  ami  sell  thorn  from  £4  f(i£10.  Some  of  these  farmers  occnpj 
very  large  fanns,  even  to  £1,000  or  £1,300  a  year,  but  these  are 
rare.  Some  buy  in  at  three  years  oUi,  and  sell  out  at  four  ;  some 
at  four,  and  sell  at  five ;  some  at  yearlingii,  and  sell  out  at  three, 
according  to  their  lands.  The  common  farmers  buy  in  mined 
heifers,  in  November,  and  sell  them  in  May,  when  tbey  buy  dry 
cows,  which  they  sell  fat  in  November,  and  make  on  the  fattening, 
SO),  a  head,  and  on  the  missed  bcifcrs,  163.  on  an  average.  The 
little  fanners  that  have  lands  fit  for  sheep,  keep  a  few  for  cloatb- 
ing  their  families,  very  many  ofthem  spinning  wool  enough,  and 
weaving  it  for  their  own  cloaths,  pettycoate,  blankets,  &c.  also 
Btiiffs  for  the  women.  The  girls  arc  seen  in  summer  in  their 
striped  linens  and  whites  of  tlieir  own  making,  and  in  winter  in 
their  woollen  stufia.  Thej  clip  from  a  ewe,  about  31b.  on  an 
average. 

GoaU  wore  so  common  that  every  person  had  them  from  the 
ease  of  keeping,  as  they  brouze  only  on  bushes,  and  20  were  not 
reckoned  a  sum.  This  term  sliould  be  explaiucd,  it  implies  a 
portion  of  laud  sufficient  for  agiven  slock;  for  instance,  keeping 
a  cow  is  a  sum  ;  a  borse  a  sum  and  an  half ;  6  sheep ;  6  ewes  and 
6  lambs ;  3  year  olds  ;  a  2  year  old,  and  a  year  old  ;  a  3  year  old  ; 
20  geese ;  a  barrel  of  potatoes  setting  ;  a  peek  of  flax  sowing ;  a 
barrel  of  com  sowing,  and  a  cow'n  grass ;  all  these  arc  sums. 
They  plough  all  with  horses,  except  gentlemen,  3  abreast,  and  do 
half  an  acre  a  day.  Drawing  by  the  tail  not  done  these  7  years. 
The  price  per  acre  lOi.  Of  digging  by  the  acre  12t.  and  the  crop 
lOf.  an  acre  more;  but  tbey  reckon  that  nothing  in  the  world 
weari  out  the  land  mure  than  digging.  They  lay  their  wet  lands 
in  narrow  ridges  of  5  furrows.  The  horsci  get  no  oata,  yet  they 
are  not  more  than  from  6a.  to  12j.  a  sack,  of  2  barrels  measure ; 
the  barrel  weighs  9  or  10  Btoiic.  Average  price  9a.  In  hiring  a 
little  fami,  no  attention  given  to  ivhat  stock  they  have.  Land 
sells  at  21  years'  purchase,  rack  rent,  which  is  lower  than  4  or  S 
yearn  ago.  Rents  arc  fallen  in  4  years  2.i.  an  acre.  Tythes  com- 
pounded, small  and  great  ones,  by  tbe  lump.  The  leases  most 
common  are  3  lives,  or  SI  yeaia.  Tierney  begs  are  now  done  with. 
Thepeople  increase  considerably,  notwithstauding  the  emigra- 
tiens,  which  were  great  till  within  these  '2  years.  Their  circum- 
rastly  improved  in  20  yean  ;  they  are  better  fed,  cloathed, 

d  houaett ;  more  sober  and  industrious  in  ^ery  respect.   Tbeir 
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food  ie  potatoeB  And  ost«D  bread,  and  a  bit  of  beef  or  bacon  for 
winter.  All  keep  cows,  and  most  of  them  pig?,  and  Bomd  poiiltr; 
many  turkcjs  and  geese.  No  driuking  tea.  Tlic  religion  Bomi 
Catbolic,  but  a  great  manj  Proteatanla.  In  20  jears  tliere  it  ft 
rise  of  2d.  a  day  in  labour.  In  provbiona  there  has  been  a  con- 
siderable risej  20  per  cent,  in  meal.  A  sledge  ear  costs  it.  9(1 
Wlicclcar  £1  U(.  l^d.  A  plough  II*.  2|rf.  A  poor  maa'sturf 
for  a  year  will  cost  him  20j.  Building  a  sod  cabbiD  £2.  Ditto 
of  itone  and  thatch  £li. 

Au^Bt  18th,  toot  the  road  by  Swadling-bar '  for  Fam- 
ham.  That  epitw  of  the  north  of  Ireland  is  a  little  Tillage, 
which  appears  to  be  but  a  poor  reaidence  for  the  numbers 
that  resort  to  it.  I  took  the  Hilliahaudra '  road,  from 
thence  to  Famham ; '  in  about  3  or  4  miles  it  leads  along 
the  edge  of  a  lake,  through  a  pretty  wood  which  hanga  to 
the  water.  Paaaed  Mr.  Henry's,  a,  house  very  agreeably 
dtnated  amidst  woods,  which  spread  to  the  right  and  left, 
and  above  it.  Many  lakes  are  in  this  country  ;  I  pa 
several  large  ones,  which  communicate  with  each  other  by 
a  riTer.  The  road  crosses  a  variety  of  bog  ajid  moory 
ground  perfectly  improvable ;  lime  cheap,  but  little  seem* 
to  be  done  or  doing.  At  Mr.  Nesbit's  enter  a  rich  wood- 
land country.  The  Bishop  of  Kilmore'a  palace  is  on  a  consi- 
derable hill,  yet  sheltered  by  very  fine  trees ;  the  country 
here  is  beautiful.  I  had  been  favoured  with  an  invitatioD 
by  the  Bishop,  but  he  was  then  at  Dublin.'  The  woods  of 
Famham  appear  very  finely  from  hence.  Beached  that 
place  in  the  evening,  time  enough  for  a  ride  with  the  £arl 
on  the  borders  of  his  lakes.  These  are  uncommonly  beau- 
tiful ;  they  are  extensive,  and  have  a  shore  extremeJy 
varied.  On  one  side  large  thick  hedge-row  trees,  witi 
meadows  behind  them  ;  on  the  other  a  most  noble  range  of 
hanging  wood,  which  spreads  on  each  side  to  a  great  dis- 
tance,  covering  a  bold  shore,  and  to  a  considerable  height, 
noraretheyuniform  in  their  outline;  the  hills  over  which  they 

'  Swanlinhar,  at  Ihe  foot  of  Mount  Ciiilcogh,  co,  Cavsn. 
'  Kiliiahandrs,  near  Lough  Oughler,  co.  Cavan, 
'  Pamham  House,  near  Caian. 

*  Tbe  Bishop  of  Kilmore,  George  L.  Jones,  wai  chaplain  to 
Uarcourt. 
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Bpread  vary  greatly,  iu  aome  places  preeenting  a  continued 
sweep,  in  others,  breaking  the  line,  and  projecting  into  the 
l&ke.  In  one  part  the  shore  consists  of  grass  inclosurea  j 
the  hedges,  scattered  with  trees,  and  mounting  upon  the 
slopes,  form  a  rery  fine  scenery.  Nothing  can  be  more 
pleasing  tha.n  the  whole  to  the  right  of  the  lake ;  the 
meadows  are  of  undulating  lands  that  wave  about  in  a 
variety  of  mild  forms ;  a  most  pleasing  scenery.  These 
beautiful  fields  rise  above  the  lake,  which  they  command 
in  some  places,  and  in  others  retire  from.  Upon  the  whole 
Farnbam  is  one  of  the  finest  places  I  have  seen  in  Ireland ; 
the  water,  wood,  and  hill  are  all  in  a  great  stile,  and  abound 
in  a  variety  of  capabilities. 

Csbbages  Lord  Fnmliatn  bm  cultivated  3  years  ;  in  1774,  be 
bad  4  acres  manured  with  lime  and  eurtb,  and  of  diScrcnt  lorts, 
flat  Dutch,  cariy  Yorkshire  and  greeubore  cole,  the  seed  was  sown 
in  the  spring,  and  planted  out  in  June,  in  rows  3  feet  asunder, 
tJid  horae-hoed  clean  ;  found  them  for  milch  cows  much  better 
than  tumeps ;  plongh  bnllocka  ;  also  fatlcning  bullocks,  tbat  bad 
the  snmmer  grasi,  fattened  very  well  on  them;  lasted  till  the 
Utter  end  of  February  ;  the  bore  cole  longer ;  the  cabbages  came 
to  B  good  size,  and  the  crop  paid  extremely  well.  Tores  and 
beans  were  sown  after  them,  and  yielded  a  great  [iroduce. 

In  1775,  six  acres,  mauured  with  lime  and  dilch-earth,  well 

:ed,  and  at  planting  time,  a  little  dung  laid  to  each  root ;  the 

:  as   last  year,  with  some  red  cabbage;  the  crop 

fine,  many  came  to  16  lb.  used  for  the  Rame  purposes,  and 

iwered  perfectly  well.  This  year  I  viewed  the  crop,  and  a 
very  fine  one  it  was,  clean,  well  hcirse-hoed,  and  promises  to  be 
B  great  produce.  Upon  the  whole.  Lord  Farnbam  strongly 
reeotnmends  the  culture  from  experience ;  if  he  was  to  &rm  40 
years,  he  would  never  be  without  them  for  hi*  cows,  his  plough 
bullocks,  and  for  finishing  those  fat  beasts  which  have  Wd  the 
summer  grass  ;  he  thinks  them  far  better  than  tumeps ;  that  an 
acre  will  go  farther,  is  easier  cultivated,  and  got  from  the  land 
with  less  damage.  Kor  is  this  opinion  founded  from  any  ignorance 
of  tumepa,  his  Lordship  lived  several  years  in  Norfolk  ;  and 
attended  to  the  iramenBC  advantages  reaped  in  tbat  county  from 
the  cultivation  of  them ;  he  introduced  them  at  Farobani  the 
same  time  as  cabbages ;  they  are  difficult  to  cultivate  in  Ireland, 
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from  the  ignoruice  of  ibe  people  in  boeing  ;  lie  Uu  drilled  part,  I 
ud  had  part  broad-cut ;   the  drilled  much  the  beft,  from  th 
being  to  much  belter  hoed;   drills  in  (umics  tvo  feet  asoodt 
I  aaw  this  jear'i  crop,  and  fonnd  them  verj   Goe,  dean,  i 
pronused  to  be  good.     Since  this  was  written,  Lord  Famhattt.  1 
infoiuu  me,  that  in  17 ~7,  he  had  14  Irith  acrei  of  turnep!,i''l"ck 
kept  SO  woAing,  and  fattening  oxen,  and  dati7  cowt,  besides  60 
&t  she«p  ;   tome  of  the  oiea  were  sold  fat  from  them,  at  from 
£17  to  £20  each;  the  LAscuhire  breed  that  had  been  worked. 
The  ume  jear  he  had  one  acre  of  carrots,  which  he  applied  M 
feeding  horses ;  and  instead  of  giHng  4  barrek  of  oat«  a  week, 
the;  had  onlj  one,  the  rest   being  dedacted  on  accoani  of  tht 
roots.     That  in  England,  he  fed  hit  whole  stud  with  them,  oof 
woold  the  hones  touch  an  oat,  while  ther  could  get  carrota. 
Washing  he  found  «o  expeniiie,  that  to  lesaen  it,  he  pat  them  ni 
batketa  in  a  stream,  and  this  saved  half;  the  soil  not  light.    Th^ 
were  left  :n  the  ground,  and  drawn  in  the  winter,  as  wanted. 

Lord  Famham  mentioned  one  circumstance  of  tnmeps,  new  to 
me,  which  was  hia  feeding  his  hordes  in  Norfolk  with  them.  Hia 
brood  mares,  and  hacks,  of  which  be  had  a  great  number,  ran  in 
the  park  at  Hunston,'  with  his  bullocks,  that  were  fattening  on 
turoepe,  and  thej  followed  the  carts  as  eagerlj  as  the  beasts ;  hi ' 
no  other  food,  and  did  perfectly  wcU  on  them.  His  Loidship  haa 
made  great  improTcments  in  »ome  of  his  lands  bj  means  of  hollow 
draining.  Very  wet  clavs,  oTer-nin  with  rushes  and  other 
aquatic  rubbish,  he  has  conrerled  into  drj  sonnd  healthj 
pastures.  The  principal  drains  arc  filled  with  stones,  the  letaer 
ones  with  sod. 

In  the  breed  of  cattle  he  has  been  eqnallj  attentiTe,  having 

been  at  a  considerable  expeuce  to  procure  the  very  best  I.anca- 

ahires;   and,  what  is  uncommon,  without  spoiling  his  dairj:  for 

Im  cows  give   much  milk.      After  fallbg  off  a  good  deal,  tbej 

•  6  or  7  lb.  of  butter  each  a  week,   besides  supplying   bii 

InRH  funilj  with  milk  and  cream.     The  bull-calves  he  rears 

ita,  works  them  till  tiiej  are  ^ix  vcars  old,  aoi!  then  fattens 

I.    Draft  oxen  he  finds  infiniielf  more  beneficial  than  borsea. 

breed  of  strong  horses  he  has  also  been  verr  attentive  to 

ive,  buying  a  stallion  of  Mr.  Bikewell.  and  has  bred  manj,  I 

I  sell  readHjF  at  £25  each,  at  4  years  old- 
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In  plinttng,  Lord  Famham  observed  at  Famham  tliat  no  tree 
growB  to  so  large  a  size  speedily  ns  the  silver  fir.  He  has  raanj' 
of  a  great  size,  plantefl  by  hia  father  40  jears  ago,  in  a  wet  clay 
jnQ  on  a  rock  ;  we  measured  aomc  of  them  12  feet  in  circum- 
^farence  at  the  ground,  am]  one  7^  at  5  feet  high  :  ihU  tree 
contains  76  feet  of  solid  timber.  Wliat  is  very  uncommon,  he 
pointed  out  many  oaks  that  are  destroyinj;  the  Scotch  firs  planted 
with  them,  having  outgrown  and  rising  completely  above  them. 
This  I  do  not  remember  having  noticed  before.  In  the  aame 
plantation  the  beech  generally  beats  the  Scotch  fir  and  the  ash, 
though  the  latter  suits  the  soil  very  well ;  indeed  the  beech,  oafc 
end  silver  fir  are  the  capital  trees,  One  use  he  has  put  the  silver 
fir  to,  in  which  it  answers  perfectly,  which  is  boat-building  ;  he 
has  ft  boat  built  of  it,  which  has  lasted  as  well  as  if  of  the  best 
onk.  This  is  a  hint  which  may  prove  of  infinite  use.  I  remember 
Mr.  Mitford  in  Hampshire  flooring  his  library  with  sifvcr  fir, 
fresh  cut  down,  and  the  boards  not  contracting  in  the  least :  a 
quality  very  valuable  in  ship -building.  He  can  sell  Scotch  fir 
out  of  his  woods  readily  at  40«.  a  ton,  even  very  poor  trees. 

The  soil  aboat  Famham  is  in  general  a  good  loam,  from  4  to 
10  inches  deep,  and  under  it  a  yellow  or  blue  clay  2  feet  deep,  and 
hat  a  slaty  gravel,  a  quarry  of  lime-atone,  or  blue  whin- 
It  is  in  general  very  wet ;  hollow  drains  lay  it  dry,  if 
a  full.  From  Cavan  to  BelCurbet  it  is  dry  rougii  rocky 
From  Killiahandra  to  Knockwinn,  dry  gravel.  From 
0  Virginy,  heathy,  which  yields  good  corn,  with  lime. 
its  bj  new  leases  in  general,  14«.  to  20s.  old  ones  5t,  to  lOi. 
lOavaa  and  Eilmore  the  highest.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  bog 
and  mountain,  which,  with  lakes,  amount  to  half  the  county. 
Average  rent  about  6s.;  by  another  account  I  hod,  it  is  7^.  Sd, 
Forms  are  generally  about  100  acrcn,  SO  to  100,  and  these  re-let, 
from  2  to  10  acres,  to  the  poor  people,  who  are  cutlar»,  and  pay 
their  high  rent  by  labouring. 

Courses:   1.   Summer  fallow.      2.  Wheat.     3.  Oafs  or  Barley. 

Potatoes.     B.  Wheat  or  hurley. 

1.  FaUow.     2.  Wheat.     3.  Oats.     4.  Oats.    S.  Onls.     6.  Data. 

Oats.     S.'Oats.     9.  Lay  out  for  grass.     No  seeds  sown. 

1.  Potatoes.      2.  Potatoes.      3.  Flax.      4.  Oats.      S.  Oats, 

OaW.      ?■  Lay  out  for  grass.  ' 

They  sow  4  bushels  of  wheat,  or  30  stone  an  acre,  and  it  yields 
7  barrels.    There  ia  a  good  deal  sown,  and  several  flour  mills  in 
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the  conntry.  Of  barlej  they  sow  4  bushels,  and  get  9  burell 
IC  stone  to  the  barrel.  The;  sow  8  bushels  of  oats,  and  get  on 
an  average  10  barrels.  Of  potatoes  thej  plant  14  barrels  b 
acre,  each  20  stone,  and  the  crop  is  usiiallj  60,  and  the  price  St, 
to  10*.     Arerage  7».  6rf. 


Bern 

14  Barrels .  .  . 
riBDlmg,  36  men  a 
Shotellmg,  8  men 
Weeding,  10  boys, 
TakiDg  lip,  T2  men 
Manuring  .     .     . 


0  16     0 


It  li.  no  board,  Gd  i 


ini.6d. 23  10     0 


But  little  lime  used  iu  the  countrr,  though  in  some  places  lime- 
etone  is  plentiful ;  the  price  ia  6d.  to  lOfJ.  the  barrel  slack.  Much 
inarle  used  about  Balljconnel  and  Killishandra ;  tbc  irhite  light 
lort  from  under  bogs :  they  use  it  on  heathy  moors  with  sue 
for  which  purpose  they  use  lime  also.  Before  they  plough  it( 
they  lay  the  lime  on,  150  barrels  roacli,  and  then  either  sow  i 
or  plant  potatoes,  and  this  perfectly  kills  all  the  heath,  (< 
va^arii)  and  makes  very  fine  land  after  it.  Upon  dry  heathy 
ground  at  Uallyconnel,  Mr.  Swan,  Lord  Famham's  manager,  hH 
Kcn  heaps  of  lime-stone  laid  on  the  heath  uear  kilns,  and  has 
remarked  that  where  this  stone  was  laid  without  burning  or 
breaking,  there  the  heath  was  completely  killed,  and  a  full  crop 
of  white  cloi'er  (Jri/otium  repens)  came  np,  from  the  dust  that 
had  rubbed  off;  a  strong  proof  that  pounded  lime-stune  would  b« 
an  admirable  manure,  The  stock  farmers,  who,  howerer,  ar« 
not  large  ones,  1^  acres  being  a  good  form,  arc  many  of  them  is 
the  succession  business  of  buying  in  young  cattle,  and  selling  then 
out  older  without  fatting ;  others  on  better  lands,  buy  in  drycows 
in  Way,  and  sell  them  fat  iu  November,  making  fiT>m  80».  to  40A 
a  head.      Out  few  fat  bullocks,  nor  b  it  a  great  sheep  couatt7, 
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<r  any  tlairica  ;   but  all  ihc  little  furmcra  end  cottars,  keep  one, 

J.  two,  or  three.     If  they  paj  for  graiiug  a  cow,  it  la  20«.  to  30». 

iliej  keep  also   many  pigs,  &om  one  to  five,  in  every  houne. 

~liey  plDUgh  k11  with  horses  three  or  four  in  a  plough  and  all 


Here  let  it  be  remarked,  that  they  very  commonly  plough 
i  harrow  with  their  horete  dbawino  by  the  tail  :   it  is 

me  every  aeaaon.  Notliiog  can  put  them  beside  this,  and 
they  insUt  that,  take  a  horBe  tired  in  traces,  and  put  him 
to  work  by  the  tail,  he  will  draw  better :  quite  fresh  again. 
Indignant  reader !  this  is  no  jeat  o£  mine,  but  cruel,  stub- 
bom,  barbarous  truth.     It  is  bo  all  over  Cavan.' 

Land  «clla  at  22  yeart"  purchase,  rack  renia :  it  has  fallen  2 

Rents  have  fallen  within  4  or  fiTe  years  considerably ; 

those  that  were  taken  7  or  6  years  ago,  have  fallen  from  3«.  to  8». 
nn  acre.  Tythea  are  generally  hired  by  proctors,  who  riew  the 
fanners'  crops,  and  compoond  with  them,  making  a  considerable 
profit  hy  it.  They  screw  iip  the  tenants  and  poor  people  very 
severely.  The  people  are  in  general  in  much  belter  circum- 
stances than  some  years  ago ;  more  industrious,  better  fed, 
cloalhcd,  and  lodged  ;  they  increase  very  much.  Potatoes,  and 
milk  and  butter,  are  their  food,  and  oaten  bread  when  the  potatoes 
are  not  in  season  :  scarce  any  flesh  meat  among  the  poor.  The 
liiicn  manufacture  consists  principally  in  spinning,  which  is 
universal  all  over  the  county  for  girls  and  women  ;  but  weaving 
is  by  no  means  general,  nor  does  it  increase  in  this  neighbourhood. 
•  A  woman,  by  spinning,  will  earn  4d.  on  an  average.  They  do  not 
ough  for  supplying  their  wheels,  for  much  is  brought  from 
There  are  four  bleach-greens  in  these  parts,  at  fially- 
mel,  Ballynsgh,  Scrabby,  and  Ardvagh.  Building  a  mud 
tftbbin  £4  4s.  ditto  of  stone,  lime  aod  slate,  £30  ditching,  6  feet 

t  This  barbarous  praclica  is  mentianed  by  Dr.  Madden  in  hii 
^'Reflections  and  Besolutions  proper  for  the  GenlJemen  of  Ireland," 
published  in  1739,  Neithnr  he  nor  Young  asserts  that  he  actually  saw 
the  thing  done;  but  in  1G3S  the  Irish  Parliament  paused  au  Act  pro- 
bibiUDg  it,  as  also  the  proclicB  of  pulling  wool  from  living  sheep.  In 
the  same  Parliament  an  Act  was  passed  prohibiting  "  the  unprafitable 
cuilom  of  burning  corn  in  the  straw."  Bea  the  "  Juumali  of  the  IIousu 
of  CoDunoiu  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,"  ml.  i.  p.  1 36,  under  date  Matoh 

ss,  less, 
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wide  Mid  S  deep,  l».  Id.  a  drain  2  feet  ileep  and  3  wide,3fl,  to  Sd. 
k  perch.  Threshing  wheat  It.  a  barrel.  Oa(s  7d.  Barle;  id. 
Farming  roan's  wages  £5.  A  lad  £3  to  £4,  A  woman  in 
iQmmer  Gd.  a  da;  A  wheeled  car  cost^  £1  I0.(.  A  plough  9i. 
A  pair  of  harrows  12i. 

Augtist  20th,  took  laj  leave  of  Farnham,  and  passed  hj  Cavan 
to  Graoard-'  got  in  that  neighbourhood,  into  a  fine  tract  of  dry, 
sound,  gravelly  land,  which  lets,  on  an  average,  at  £1  la.  throagh 
the  haronj :  use  it  very  much  for  fultening  sooie  bullocks,  cowl 
cbieflj,  and  a  few  sheep.  The  farms  are  iu  general  large,  manj 
about  200  acres.  It  ta  all  a  lime-stone  gravel.  In  the  town  of 
Granard,  isoneclose  of  SO  acres,  called  Qranard  Kiln,  imniediatelj 
under  a  mound  of  earth,  an  antient  Danish  intrenchment,  which 
regularly  supports  50  fat  cows,  100  sheep,  6  horses,  aiid  ia 
reckoned  the  best  spot  in  the  county,  worth  35».  an  acre.  The 
eonntry,  all  the  way  from  Cavan  to  near  Carric.kglass,  within  S 
miles  of  Longford,  is  exceedingly  bare  of  trees. 

Reached  Ballynogii,  the  seat  of  \V.  G.  Newcomcn,  Esq.,  who 
has  many  trees,  and  well  planted  hedge-rows,  about  litm  ;  be 
favoured  me  with  the  following  particulars ;  about  that  neigh- 
bourhood, lands  let  at  13(.  6d.  from  Tt.  to  20«.  The  rent  of  the 
whole  county  of  Longford  may  he  reckoned  at  12j.  an  acre,  on 
■n  average,  of  all  that  is  cultivated,  and  oue-sixlh  part  bog  and 
mountain,  which  yields  no  rent,  Tbo  soil  ia,  in  general,  a 
tolerable  vegetable  mould  on  the  surface,  for  three  or  four  inchei 
deep;  under  that,  two-inch  thick  of  blue  clay:  which  retsjni 
water  nndor  that  yellow  clay  for  two  or  three  feet,  and  then  eveiy 
where  lime-stone  gravel.  This  is  generally  the  soil  of  the  whole 
county;  exce]>t  the  barony  of  Granard,  and  a  part  of  the  coud^ 
called  the  Callaw,  which  is  a  light  lime-stone  rocky  ground,  pro- 
ducing fine  wheat,  and  good  aliccp. 

Leitrim  lets  at  49.  on  an  average.  In  Leilrim  there  arc  many 
mountaiu  improvements,  by  setting  fire  to  the  heath  in  summer, 
liming  it  the  following  spring,  marling  upon  that,  and  then  plant 
potatoes,  get  great  crops,  and  make  fine  land  of  it.  The  siie  of 
farms  rises  cuuimonly  to  5  or  GOO  acres,  but  the  general  siiic  is  abont 
100  acres,  with  many  small  ones :  RwidaU,  or  the  hiring  of  farmi 
in  partnership,  is  very  common,  three  or  four  families  will  take 
100  acres.     A  great  part  of  the  country  is  let  to  tenants,  who  cto' 

'  Co.  LoTigfurd. 
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not  occupy,  bat  re-let  at  advanced  rents  to  tli6  poor  people.  The 
course  of  crops  h:  1.  Potatoes.  3.  Potatoes.  3.  Bere.  4. 
Bortej,  or  Oata.     5.  Onts.     6.   hay  out  for  weeds,  four  or  five 

1.   Potatoes.     2.  Bere.      3.  Oata.     4.  Oats,      5.  Lay  it  oat.      I 
1.  Potatoes,     3.  llax.     3.  Bere.     4.  Oata.     5.  Oata,  I 

Of  potatoes,  ihej  sow  four  barrels  to  an  acre,  oach  64  stone,  and 
get  40  in  return  ;  the  price  Ss.  to  14j.  average  B«.  Of  bere  they 
BOW  20  stone,  and  get  10  barrels.  Of  barley  ditto,  get  12.  Oats 
they  sow  2  barrels,  at  14  atone,  and  get  IS.  The  waste  mountains 
are  improfing  very  fast,  by  families  hiring  spots  of  heath,  building 
their  cabbins  on  them,  and  improving  them  under  a  rent  of  St.  to 
Ss.  an  acre.  They  bring  it  all  in  by  potatoes,  but  use  no  lime, 
though  they  eould  have  it  cheap,  for  lime-stone  is  on  the  spot,  and 
plenty  of  turf  to  burn  it  with ;  this  is  the  case  with  Comclanew, 
near  Carrickgloss.  White  mnrlo  is  found  under  the  bogs,  but 
scarce  any  of  it  used.  The  system  of  cattle  most  common  is  to 
btiy  yearlings  at  40s.  and  keep  them  till  3  or  4  years  old,  and  sell 
them  lean  &l£5  to  £,5  lO^i.  buying  in  some  every  year,  and  selling 
out  the  same  autnber.  Fatting  cows  is  also  very  common,  bought 
~  'a  May,  at  £3  to  £,5  aod  sold  out  in  October,  at  30i.  to  40(. 
't  i*  not  reckoned  bad  land,  if  three  acres  fatten  two. 
o  cows  for  dairies,  they  are  kept  only  hj  little  people. 

L  Flougbmg  all  with  horses,  a  pair  abreast,  hut  no  draining 
r  the  tail;  this  practice  they  utterly  deny  here.  Land 
Us  rack-rent  at  18^  years'  purchase.    Let  for  ever  and 

_  rell  secured,  20  years'  purchase.  The  price  has  fallen 
vithin  four  years :  rents  have  also  fallen  three  shillings  in 
the  pound  in  six  years,  and  are  at  present  fallicg,  from  the 
low  prices  of  grain .  Tythes  taken  generally  by  the  proctors, 
who  are  very  civil  to  gentlemen,  but  exceedingly  cruel  to 
the  poor.  The  country  evidently  increases  very  much  in 
population;  the  people  are  in  better  circumstances  than 
they  were  20  years  ago,  better  cloathed,  better  fed,  and 
more  industrious,  yet  at  present  it  is  found,  and  I  have 
had  the  same  remark  made  to  me,  at  many  other  places, 
that  they  only  work  to  eat.  and,  when  provisions  are  plenty, 
will  totally  idle  away  so  much  of  their  time,  that  there  is 

ngcarce  any  such  thing  as  getting  work  done.  The  religion 
i  principally  Roman ;  no  emigrations.    There  is  a  better 
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yeomanry  than  is  common  in  Ireland.  Many  farmers,  of 
from  100  to  250  acres.  Rent  of  cabbin  and  garden,  30«. 
A  cow's  graaB  £1  lOf.  All  the  cottars  hare  some  land  :  all 
keep  oowB,  and  many  pigs  and  geeae.  I  remarked  for  some 
time  of  late,  that  the  geese  are  plucked,  and  upon  enquiry, 
that  every  goose  yielded  three  farthings  or  a  halfpenny  in 
feathers  per  annum.  They  make  a  dreadful  ragged  figure:. 
The  poor  live  upon  potatoes  and  milk,  it  is  their  regular 
diet,  very  little  oat-bread  being  used,  and  no  flesh-meat  at 
all,  except  on  Easter  Sunday,  or  Christmas-day.  Their 
potatoes  last  them  through  the  year ;  all  winter  long  only 
potatoes  and  salt. 

Firing  cosCa  UiemSO*.  ajear  for  labour  in  the  Logs.  Building  ' 
A  time)  cabbiii,  £4.  Ditto  of  atone  and  lime,  37  feet  by  15,  £17,  ' 
Anotlier,  30  feet  by  14,  £11.  These  ore  the  meaaures  of  two, 
which  Mr.  Newcomen  hu  built  at  that  exjtence.  The  linen 
manufacture  spreads  through  Longford.  It  han  increased  c 
siderabiy,  from  a  remarkable  circumstance  which  happened  three 
years  ago,  which  was  a  gentleman  unknown,  giving  £500  t 
distributed  to  poor  weavcni,  in  loans  of  £5  each,  to  be  repaid  at 
2flt.  a  quarter,  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  business  with  more 
ease.  Thb  had  great  effects.  There  are  three  bleach-gi'eens  in 
the  county ;  the  weaving  increase.^ ;  spinning  is  universal  tlirough- 
out  all  the  cahbins,  and  likewise  through  all  the  county  of  Leitrim, 
but  there  is  not  so  much  weaving  as  in  Longford. 

August  2lBt,  to  Strokestown,'  the  seat  of  Thomas  Mahon, 
Esq.    Passed  through  Longford,  a  cheerless  country,  over  J 
an  amazing  quantity  of  bog,  and  all  improvable ;  a  great  ] 
one  in  particular,  on  the  banks  of  the  Shannon,  two  milea    ] 
over,  and  I  found  it  reached  many  milea  beyond  Lauesbro'. 
Mr.  Mahon  has  5000  acres  of  it.      A  great  full  lies  every   ! 
way,  a  good  road  is  made  over  it,  and  lime  ia  burnt  on  the   i 
edges  for  dd.  a.  barrel  roach ;  besides  lime,  they  have  lime- 
atone,  gravel  and  sand  everywhere,  which,  laid  on  the  bc^, 
drained  or  not  drained,  produces  a  sheet  of  white  clover  j 
what  a  field  is  this  for  improvement,  yet  nothing  done ! 

'  Co.  lioacominoo. 
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rossed  the  Sliannon,  which  ia  here  d.  considerable  river, 
md  entered  Connaught.  The  firat  appearance  o£  Strokes- 
fwa  woods  are  very  noble,  from  a  hill  which  looks  down 
Q  them  ;  they  are  very  extensive,  of  a  great  growth,  and 
ire  a  richness  to  the  view,  which  ia  a  perfect  contrast  to  the 
y  scene  I  had  passed. 

Ur.  MaUoti  neglected  no  means  of  Ijaving  me  well  informed  ia 
the  following  minutes.  Land  about  Strokcatoivn  lets  at  2Si. 
The  ftvert^e  of  the  whole  county  is  1 U.  including  bog ;  mountain 
there  ifl  very  little.  The  county  of  Leitrim,  2a.  on  an  average. 
A  great  part  of  RoBCommon,  particularly  from  Atlilonc  to  Boyle, 
SO  miles  long,  and  lobrood,  is  sliecp-wulk,  and  lets  ou  an  average, 
It  is  goncraliy  walk,  only  patches  of  potatoes  and 

rn  for  the  workmen.  The  soil  of  it  lime-atone.  These  sheep- 
is  I  had  heard  bo  much  of,  that  I  was  eager  in  my  enquiries 
eonceming  them  ;  they  were  some  years  Sigo  divided  into  much 
krger  farms  than  at  present,  for  there  were  men  who  had  20,000 
eheep,  whereas  now  6  or  7000  is  the  greatest  stock.  The  farms 
rise  to  3000  acres,  few  under  4  oi-  500.  They  stock  commonly  at 
the  rate  of  two  sheep  an  acre,  and  reckon  the  profit  to  be  lamb 
and  wool,  the  lamb  sold  in  August,  at  I2«.  and  5  lb.  of  wool  from 
the  ewe,  at  better  than  1».  per  lb.  or  I7«.  a  head. 

They  feed  them  all  the  year  on  grass,  haviug  no  tnrneps  ;  but 
in  severe  weather  give  them  hay.     They  have  much  other  catlle 

^with  them,  snch  as  yearlings,  two  year  olds,  three  year  olds,  fie. 
■elling  tbem  four  year  olds  to  such  as  want  tbem  for  fattening. 
In  wet  years  they  are  in  some  places  tronbled  with  the  rot,  but 
it  is  not  at  all  common.  These  sheep-walks  decrease  as  the 
people  become  more  numerous :  parti  are  ploughed  up,  but  very 
few  instances  of  sheep  gaining  upon  tillage.  The  cottars  are 
never  suffered  to  keep  sheep,  but  have  cows  grazed  for  them,  at 

■  ia  other  parts. 

■  This  part  of  the  country  is  not  populous,  but  more  so  than  it 
Ijiras.  These  sheep-walks  are  here  reckone<l  much  better  than  the 
I  Carragh  of  Kildare.     They  are  not  regular  in  stocks  of  ewes,  but 

keep  a  various  stock.  A  man  that  bus  1000  sheep  will  have  400 
ewes,  200  yearlings  having  sold  200  of  the  worst  lambs,  200  two 
year  olds,  and  200  three  year  old  wethers,  which  be  sells  fat  | 

,   conserpently  his  annual  sale  will  be  200  lambs,  200  fat  wethers, 

L  Kid  100  of  the  worst  old  ewes. 
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The  country  i«  divided  into  incloBures  by  stone  walls  gcnenUlj, 
CO  that  one  shepherd  is  nil  tliat  b  kept  to  a  fleck.  The  wool 
goes  inoatl;  to  Corke,  where  it  ia  spun  into  worsted  and  exported; 
thifl  is  the  account  I  had  iu  this  country.  All  these  sheep- 
masters  mix,  as  I  before  obecrred,  otber  stock  with  their  flocks  { 
besidea  2  sheep  per  acre,  they  wiil  keep  at  the  rate  of  40  year- 
lings, and  2  or  3  year  olds  to  every  100  acres.  The  soil  it 
brown  loam  on  lime-atone  grarcl.  Farms  nbont  Strokestown 
consist  generally  of  Ruadale  ones,  upon  2  or  SOO  acres,  there  will 
be  10  to  15  familieH,  nor  is  it  thought  here  a  bad  system.  Mooh 
the  greatest  part  of  the  land  is  grass ;  but  what  they  hare  in 
tillage  they  amiiif;e  in  tbe  following  course  I 

1,  Potatoes.  2.  Potatoes.  8.  Flax.  4.  Barley.  B.  Oats. 
6.  Lay  out  for  6  or  7  years.      None  of  them  sow  gra.M  seeds. 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Potatoes.  3.  Wheal.  4.  Oats.  5.  Oata. 
6.  Lay  out. 

Much  land  is  let  for  grass  potatoes  at  £S  5i.  £4  and  £4  4*. 
aflerwards  for  a  crop  of  flax.  They  plant  4  barrels,  at  5^  cwt. 
each  ;  and  they  get  about  SO  barrels  an  acre,  tbe  price  &otn  4«.  to 
I5i.  average  Bs.  To  sell  Ihem  on  tbe  foot  growing  £10  ia 
reckoned  a  higli  price.  Of  lla.i  seed  they  sow  11  pecks  per  acre, 
or  a  hogshead  2  acres ;  an  acre  sold  on  the  fool  (that  is  as  it 
grows)  is  worth  £8  on  an  average.  They  commonly  sow  r 
barrel,  or  20  stone  of  wheat  to  the  acre.  Mr.  Mahon  only  12. 
They  get  6  in  return.  They  sow  2  barrels  of  barley,  and  get  9. 
Of  oats  they  sow  2  barrels,  and  get  10.  Lime-atone  gravel  the 
great  manure;  they  put  1500  load,  at  5  cwt.  each,  on  an  acre, 
and  it  costs  £1  or  £1  Is.  It  does  best  on  strong  land,  especially 
free-stone  s  it  will  last  T  years,  in  which  time  they  will  take  7 
crops.  Of  lirae  they  use  no  great  quantity ;  but,  when  they  do, 
lay  SO  barrels  an  acre.  Mr.  Mahon  compared  different  quanti- 
ties of  it,  from  50  to  100,  and  the  more  was  laid  tbe  better  it  waa, 

i  the  lime-stone  gravel  better  than  any  of  them.  About 
>wn,  Mr.  Mahon  can  have  turf  iu  one  hole  and  lime-stone 
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in  another,  and  he  bumB  it  in  arched  kilns,  with  sevcrot  eyes,  the 
stone  15  deep  over  them,  and  200  barrels  of  lime  to  each  eye ;  it 
burns  in  60  lioura,  each  eje  takes  10  clamps  of  turf,  at  4*.  each, 
including  drawing,  each  clamp  30  ktshes.  Quarrjdng  and  breah< 
ing,  burning,  filling,  and  building  and  emptying,  £2  an  eye,  in  all 
£4  for  200  barrels  roach,  or  abont  5d.  a  barrel.  They  have  both 
white  and  grey  inarle  under  the  begs,  the  light  sort,  but  the 
gravel  and  sandy  lime-gtooe  is  so  much  better  that  nobody  Uies 
it.  They  plough  with  4  horses,  2  and  3  abreast.  Mr.  Mahon, 
with  2  abreast  by  boys,  taught  by  a  ploughman  ho  bad  from  Bury 
in  Suffolk,  who  by  ploughing  in  that  manner,  without  a  driver  and 
with  a  SuQblk  plough,  did  as  much  in  one  day  as  the  country 
people  in  three :  by  teaching  lads  for  Mr.  llahon  and  hia 
neighbours,  was  the  means  of  very  much  improving  the 
tillage  of  the  neighbourhood.  Land  sells  at  21  and  22  years' 
purchase  :  it  let  within  3  or  4  years  at  5  per  cent,  less  than 
15  years  ago,  but  it  is  now  rising,  Tythes  are  sometimes  taken 
in  kind,  hut  more  commonly  set  to  the  farmer.  Wheat  8i. 
Flax  St.  Oats  3j.  Barley  and  here  Sj.  Much  land  let  to 
those  who  do  not  occupy  it,  but  who  re-let  it  to  others  at  an 
advanced  rent. 

The  linen  manufacture  of  spinning  is  spread  not  only  through 
Roscommon,  but  all  Connaught,  and  in  Roscommon  they  raise  flax 
enough  for  their  own  use ;  weaving  is  creeping  in  by  degrees, 
about  a  tueniieth  part  of  their  yarn  is  woven  in  the  country,  into 
linens  of  10  or  12  hundred,  and  sheetings  half  quarter  wide,  at 
lOd,  to  1».  4J'i.  a  yard.  The  yarn  spun  is  mostly  2  hank  yarn. 
A  woman  will  spin  6  hauka  a  week,  of  4  hank  yam,  at  4d.  a  bank, 
4d.  a  day  by  4  hank  yam,  and  3d.  a  day  by  2  hank  yam.  The 
people  are  upon  the  increase,  hut  not  much  ;  they  are  better  fed 
than  20  years  ago,  and  better  cloathed,  but  not  more  industrious, 
or  better  boused,  They  live  on  potatoes  and  milk,  and  butter. 
Scarce  any  but  what  keeps  a  cow  or  two;  they  are  not  allowed 
to  keep  pigs  iu  genera!,  but  many  will  a  tolerable  quantity  of 
poultry.  The  rent  of  1  acre,  and  a  house,  is  20s.  the  grass  of  a 
cow  £1  2».  The  men  dig  turf^  and  plant  potatoes,  and  work  for 
their  landlord,  and  the  women  pay  the  rent  by  spinning.  Great 
rise  in  prices,  butler  one-third,  beef  one-fonrth,  poultry  one-half. 
Price  of  a  car  £1  14j.  a  plough  lOi.  6d.  Oak  timber  £3  Si.  to 
■j£<!  a  ton,  ash  ditto  £2  to  £3  elm  ditto.  A  mud  cabbin  £5  S>. 
0  atone  uid  slate  £IS.     A  mason's  perch  of  a  wall  4«.     Near 
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Caftle  Flitiitcet,  a  bog  of  Mr.  Arthur  Irvin's,  let  at  £l  2i.  9d.  a 
perch,  il60  per  acre,  it  is  21  lieep  of  fine  turf. 

Mr.  Mahon's  woodB  are  all  of  his  own  planting,  and 
having  besides  100  acres,  a  vast  number  of  hedge-rowa  well 
planted  round  many  incloaurea,  which  join  those  woods, 
they  all  lake  the  appearance  of  uniting  into  one  great 
range  of  plantations,  spreading  on  each  side  the  house.  It 
is  one  of  the  strongest  instancesi  of  a  fine  shade  being 
speedily  formed  in  the  midst  of  a  Weak  country  that  I 
have  any  where  met  with,  being  a  perfect  contrast  to  all 
the  neighbourhood.  He  b^an  35  years  ago  with  ash, 
which  trees  are  now  70  to  80  feet  high. 

But  the  generality  of  the  plantations  are  from  17  to  30 
years  old,  and  are  for  that  age,  I  think,  the  finest  woods  I 
ever  saw;  they  consist  of  ash,  oak.  English  and  French 
elm,  beech,  maple,  spruce,  Scotch  and  silver  fir,  larch,  &c. 
Of  all  these  the  beech  are  the  finest  trees,  and  of  the 
greatest  growth,  many  of  them  3  and  4  feet  in  circumfe- 
rence, and  30  to  40  feet  high.  The  bark  is  bright  and  beauti- 
ful, and  every  tree  gives  the  strongest  signs  of  agreeing  per- 
fectly with  the  soil.  One  very  particular  circumstance  of 
this  tree,  Mr.  Mabon  tried,  which  deserves  the  attention  of 
those  who  have  deer ;  he  made  a  plantation  of  all  sorts  of 
forest  trees  in  hia  park,  in  order  to  see  how  far  the  deer 
would  let  them  escape :  they  eat  up  every  tree  he  planted, 
the  beech  alone  excepted,  not  one  of  which  did  they  touch, 
either  loaf,  branch,  or  bark ;  it  was  18  years  ago,  and  they  are 
all  now  as  fine  trees  as  ever  were  seen.  Neit  to  the  beech, 
the  largest  tree  is  the  silver  fir,  of  which  he  has  many  in 
20  yeara,  of  a  great  size.  After  this  the  oak,  which  thrives 
admirably  well ;  theu  the  English  elm.  But  the  tree 
which  outgrows  these  and  every  other  he  has  planted  but 
5  years,  is  the  Lombardy  poplar.  The  growth  almost  ex- 
ceeds belief !  In  5  years  they  are  SS  feet  high,  and  I  eaw 
many  of  2  yeara  old  12  feet,  and  the  year's  shoots  5  or  6 
feet.  Hia  hedge-rows  Mr.  Mahon  has  planted  with  un- 
common attention,  the  ditches  are  single,  with  a  row  o£ 
trees  among  or  above  the  qiiick.  another  row  on  the  back 
of  the  bank,  and  a  third  on  the  brow  of  the  ditch  ;  these, 
with  a  lofty  growth  of  the  quick,  form  so  thick  a  shelter, 
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that  one  eaimot  see  through  it.  so  that  almost  every  inclo- 
sure  has  the  appearaace  uf  a  &e]il,  suirouuded  by  a  wood. 
Of  tlieae  incloBurpB  thus  plauted  he  has  16  of  from  6  to  20 
a<?res  each.  Mr.  Mahon's  breed  of  both  cattle  and  sheep 
are  improved  by  a  bull  and  a  tup,  which  he  bought  of  Mr. 
Bakewell ;  and  haa  bred  from  them  with  great  aucceaa. 
He  is  in  the  succession  Bystem,  whitb  is,  buving  in  a  cer- 
tain number  of  jearlinga  every  year,  and  killing  the  same 
number  fat,  from  5  to  7  yeara  old  :  but  in  common  they 
are  only  kept  till  4  or  5. 

At  Clonells,'  near  Castlerea,  lives  O'Connor,  the  direct 
descendant  of  Roderick  O'Connor,  who  was  king  of  Con- 
naught  6  or  700  years  ago  ;  there  ia  a  monument  of  hiin 
in  Boseommon  church,  with  his  scepter,  &c.  I  waa  told  as 
a  certainty,  that  this  family  were  here  long  before  the 
coming  of  the  Milesians.  The  posseaaions  formerly  so 
great  are  reduced  to  3  or  ^6400  a  year,  the  family  having 
fared  in  the  revolutions  of  so  many  ages,  much  worse  than 
the  O'Niel's  and  O'Brien's.  The  common  people  pay  him 
the  greatest  respect,  and  send  him  presents  of  cattle,  &c. 
upon  varions  occasions.  Tliey  consider  him  as  the  Prince 
of  a  people  involved  in  one  common  ruin, 

Another  groat  family  iu  Connanght  is  Macdenuot,  who 
calls  himself  Prince  of  Coolavin  ; '  he  lives  at  Coolavin  in 
SUgo,  and,  though  he  haa  not  above  b£100  a  year,  will  not 
admit  hia  children  to  sit  down  in  hia  preaence.  This  waa 
certainly  the  case  with  his  father,  and  some  assured  me 
even  with  the  present  chief.  Lord  Kingaborough,  Mr. 
Ponsonby,  Mr.  O'Hara,  Mr.  Sandford,  &c.  came  to  see  him, 
and  hia  address  was  curious  :  "  O'Hara  I  you  are  vielc(yt>ie  ; 
Sandford,  I  am  glad  to  see  your  motker'a  ton  :  (his  mother 
was  an  O'Brien)  as  to  the  re«t  of  ye,  come  in  as  ye  can." 
Mr.  O'Hara,  of  Nymphsfield,  is  in  possession  of  a  consider- 
able estate  in  Sligo,  which  is  the  remains  of  great  possessions 
they  had  in  that  country  :  lie  is  one  of  the  few  descendants 
.   of  the  Milesian  race. 

Since  the  bounty  on  the  inland  carriage  of  corn  to  Dublin, 
Buch  ia  sent  from  the  county  of  Roscommon,  and  even 
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tiST  from  Sligo  cmd  Mayo ;  and  this  businees  of  oarriO:^! 
I  mentioned  to  me  eis  a  proof  of  the  great  eicellenoy  of  ■ 
»  IriBh  ear.  They  carry  from  9  cwt.  to  12  ewt.  with  al 
single  horse  that  is  not  worth  above  <£5.  The  distance  I 
from  hence  ia  67  milea.  and  they  are  9  days  going  and  ith- 1 
tnrning:  they  como  back  loaded.  For  IGc.  3d.  they  willl 
carry  a  load  of  anything  to  Dublin  without  the  advantage  1 
of  any  bounty. 

August  23rd,  leave  Strojfestown,  and  take  the  road  to  I 
Elphin,'  through  a  country  principally  she*p  walks ;  the  I 
soil  dry  sound  gravel,  and  stoney  land.  Waited  on  the  J 
biahop,*  who  was  so  obliging  as  to  procure  me  Beveral  valu-  ' 
able  particulars  concerning  the  neighbourhood. 

His  Lordship  shewed  me  the  purticnliu-  of  his  b!«hoprick,  which 
conaiata  of  very  large  tracts  of  land  both  in  Roscommon  And 
Sligo;  from  tliia  the  renral  appears : — The  total  of  his  particulftt 
are,  18,223  profltable  acres,  S,3S2  unprofitable.  Rent  £1,743. 
Fines  £1,216.  23,000  acres,  let  for  £1,742  must  nCL-essarilj  bs 
very  moderate.  Respecting  sheep-walks,  the  fallowing  is  an 
MCoiint  of  what  B  farm  of  1,000  acres  ia  on  aa  average  j  3,000 
ahcep  kept  nn  it  worth  14(.  100  bullocks,  that  h,  dO  two  year 
olds,  and  40  three  year  olds. 

Annual  sale. 

SOO  wethers,  at  SOi.  to  Hi tfiO    0    0 

100  called  ewea,  at  iU 40    0    0 

S,0O0  Heecea,  S  lb.  ol  lOd,  ateraga  .....       -116    0    0 

That  ia  I0>.  a  bead 1006    0    0 

FroGt  on  100  joung  caltle 200    0    0 

£1206  0  0 

30  acrea  gnus  potatoes  hi  at  £3  3a.  to  £4  aay    .         TO  0  0 

10  acrea  meudow  sold  al  50< SS  0  0 

5  fillies  and  colts,  al  £G 30  0  0 

30  ncrea  of  ivheoK  bcre  and  unta,  at  £5      ...        160  0  0 


I, 

^H  Expencet. 

^VSent 

^   0<M.     ..... 

10  men 

Wear  uid  tear    .     . 

InlerMt  £9,000  Btouh, 
6  per  ccdL  .     .     ,     1 

TjOa 

Uautt  on  itock  3a.  a 


Farms  in  genera!  are  from  100  to  1500  acres  ;  and  renta  from 
1.  on  acre.  Ten  jcars  ago  flocka  amounted  to  9  or 
^;fO,000,  but  now  not  above  2,000,  Average  rent  of  the  whole 
EOuntj  lOi.  From  Elphia  towards  Kingston,'  eEpecially  near  the 
]atter,  the  soil  ranks  among  the  finest  I  have  any  nhere  seen.  It 
"i  a  dry  sound  mellow  sandy  loam,  deep  and  very  rich,  the 
erbage  excellent.     It  is  generally  under  aheep,  with  many  bul< 


K.0ff 
^^  -wo 


To  Lord  Kingston'fi,  to  wlioni  I  had  a  letter,  but  un- 
fortaimt«lj  for  me  he  waa  at  Spaw,  Walked  down  to 
Longford  Hill,  to  view  the  lake ;  it  is  one  o£  the  moat 
delicious  scenes  I  ever  beheld,  a  lake  of  5  miles  by  4,  which 
fills  the  bottom  of  a  gentle  valley  almost  of  a  circular  form, 
bounded  very  boldly  by  the  mountains.'  Those  to  the  left 
rise  in  a  noble  slope ;  they  lower  rather  in  front,  and  let 
in  a  view  of  Strand  mountain,  near  Sligo,  above  20  miles 
^off.  To  the  right,  you  look  over  a  small  part  of  a  bog  to 
large  extent  of  cultivated  hill,  with  the  blue  mountains 
iyond.  Were  this  little  piece  of  bog  planted,  the  view 
■would  be  more  complete  ;  the  hill  on  which  you  stand  has 
a  foliage  of  well  grown  trees,  which  form  the  southern 
shore.  You  look  down  oa  6  islands,  all  wooded,  and  on  a 
fine  promontory  to  the  left,  which  shoots  far  into  the  lake. 
Nothing  can  be  more  pleasing  than  their  uncommon  variety ; 


'  This  eslate  ia  now  known  b 
became  the  residence  of  Vjm 
|<  Barn  am. 

*  Lough  Kuy,  co.  Ilosconimon. 
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the  first  ia  small,  (Rock  island)  tufted  with  trees,  iinder 
tlie  shade  of  which  is  an  antieut  building,  ouce  the  ren- 
dence  of  Macderiaot.  The  next  a  mixture  of  lawn  and 
wood ;  the  third,  which  appears  to  join  this,  is  of  a  darker 
shade,  jet  not  so  thick  but  you  see  the  bright  lawn  iindex 
the  trees.  House  island  ia  one  fine  thick  wood,  which  ad- 
mits not  a  gleam  of  light,  a  contrast  to  the  silver  bosom 
of  thelake.  Church  island  is  at  a  greater  distance;  this  il , 
also  a  clump,  and  riaes  boldly.  Kock  island  ia  of  wood  | 
it  opens  in  the  center,  and  shews  a  lawn  with  a  building 
on  it.  It  is  impoBsible  to  imagine  a  more  pleasing  and 
chearful  scene.  Passed  the  chapel  to  Smithfield  Hill,  which 
ia  a  fine  rising  ground, quite  surrounded  with  plantations; 
from  hence  the  view  is  changed ;  here  the  promontory 
appears  very  bold,  and  over  ita  neck  rou  see  anotoer  wooded 
island,  iu  a  most  picturesque  situation.  Nothing  can  bo 
more  picturesque  than  Bock  island,  its  ruin  overhung 
with  ivy.  The  other  ialands  asaiune  fresh  and  varied  out- 
lines, and  form  upoa  the  whole  one  of  the  most  luiuriant 
Boenea  I  have  met  with. 

The  views  of  the  lake  and  environs  are  very  fine  aa  you 
go  to  Boyle ;  the  woods  unite  into  a  large  mass,  and  contrast 
the  bright  sheet  of  water  with  their  dark  shades. 

The  lands  about  Kingston  are  very  fine,  a  rich,  dry.  yellow,. 
sandy  loam,  the  finest  aoil  that  I  have  seen  in  Ireland,  all 
graas,  and  covered  with  very  fine  bullocka,  cows,  and  sheep. 
The  farms  rise  to  500  acres,  and  are  generally  in  divisions,  ■ 
parted  by  stone  walla,  for  osen,  cows,  young  cattle,  and 
ahecp  separate.  Some  of  the  lands  will  carry  an  ox  and  a 
wether  per  acre  ;  rente  I5e,  to  20«. 

Dined  at  Boyle,  and  took  the  road  to  Ballymoat  j'  crossed 
an  immense  mountainy  bog,  where  I  stopped,  and  mads 
enquiries  ;  found  that  it  was  ten  milea  long,  and  three  and 
a  half  over,  containing  thirty-five  square  miles ;  that  lime- 
stone quarries  were  around,  and  in  it,  and  lime-stone  gravel 
in  many  places  to  be  found,  and  used  iu  the  lands  that  join' 
it ;  in  addition  to  this  I  may  add,  that  there  is  a  great  road' 
crossing  it  35  miles  are  22,400  acres.  What  an  immense 
field  of  improvement!  nothing  would  be  easier  than  to 

'  Ball; mote,  ca.  &lig;o. 
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drain  it,  vast  tracts  of  land  hitve  such  a  fall,  that  not  a 
drop  of  water  could  remain,  These'hilly  bogs  are  eitremeJy 
diEFfreut  from  any  I  have  eeen  in  England.  In  the  moors 
in  the  north,  the  hills  and  mountains  are  all  covered  with 
heath,  like  the  Irish  bogs,  but  they  are  of  various  soils, 
gravel,  shingle,  moor,  &c.  and  boggy  only  in  spots,  but  the 
Irish  bog  hills  are  all  pure  bog  to  a  great  depth,  without 
the  least  variation  of  soil ;  and  a  bog  beiog  of  a  hilly  form 
is  a  proof  that  it  is  a  growing  vegetable  mass,  and  not 
owing  merely  to  stagnant  water.  Sir  Laurence  Dundass  is 
the  principal  proprietor  of  this. 

Keached  Ballymoat  in  the  evening,  the  residence  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  where  I  expected  great  jileasure  in 
viewing  a  manufactory,  of  which  I  beard  much  since  I  came 
to  Ireland.  He  was  so  kind  as  to  give  me  the  following 
account  of  it,  in  the  most  lilx;ral  manner : 

Twenty  years  ago  the  late  Lord  Shelbume  came  to  Bally- 
moat, a  wild  uncultivated  region,  without  industry  or 
civiliy  ;  and  the  people  all  Roman  Catholicks,  without  an 
atom  of  a  manufacture,  not  even  spinning.  In  order  to 
change  this  state  of  things,  his  Lordship  contracted  with 
people  in  the  north,  to  bring  Protestant  weavers,  and  estab- 
lish a  manufactory,  as  the  only  means  of  making  the  change 
he  wished ;  this  was  done  ;  but,  falling  int«  the  hands  of 
rascals,  he  lost  ^£5000  by  the  business,  with  only  17  Pro- 
testant families,  and  26  or  27  looms  established  for  it. 
Upon  his  death.  Lady  Shelburne  wished  to  carry  his  scheme 
into  elocution,  and  to  do  it,  gave  much  encouragement  to 
Mr.  Wakefield,  the  great  Irish  factor  in  London,  by  grant- 
ing advantageous  leases,  under  the  contract  of  building  and 
colonizing,  by  weavers  from  the  north,  and  carrying  on  the 
manufactory.  He  found  about  20  looms,  working  upon 
their  own  account,  and  made  a  considerable  progress  in 
this  for  five  years,  raising  several  buildings,  cottars  for 
the  weavers,  and  was  going  on  as  well  as  the  variety  of  his 
business  woidd  admit,  employing  60  looms.  He  then  died, 
when  a  stand  was  made  to  all  the  works  for  a  year,  in  which 
everything  went  much  to  ruin.  Lady  Shelbume  then  em- 
ployed a  new  manager  to  carry  on  the  manufacture  upon 
his  own  account,  giving  him  very  profitable  grants  of  lands,  to 
encourage  him  to  do  it  with  spirit.     He  continued  for  five 
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years,  emplojing  60  looms  also;   but  his  drcumstancc 
failing,  a  fresh  stop  was  put  to  the  work. 

Then  it  WEis  that  Mr,  Fitzmaurioe.  in  the  year  l??^*! 
determined  to  exert  himself  in  pushing  on  a  manu&cton;^ 
which  promised  to  be  of  such  essential  service  to  the  whois 
country.  To  do  this  with  effect,  he  saw  that  it  was  nece*'^ 
sary  to  take  it  intirelj  into  his  own  hands.  He  could  lend 
money  to  the  manager  to  enable  him  to  go  on,  but  that 
would  be,  at  best,  hazardous,  and  could  never  do  it  in  the 
complete  manner  in  which  he  wished  to  establish  it.  Id 
this  period  of  consideration,  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  was  advised 
by  his  friends,  never  to  engage  in  so  complex  a  business  aa 
a  manufacture,  in  which  he  must  of  necessity  become  &■ 
merchant ;  also  engage  in  all  the  harnnl,  irksomuess,  Ac.  of 
commerce,  so  totally  different  from  his  birth,  education, 
ideas  and  pursuits  ;  but,  tired  with  the  inactivity  of  common 
life,  ha  determined  not  only  to  turn  manufacturer,  but  to 
carry  on  the  business  in  the  most  spirited  and  vigoroua 
manner  that  wa,a  possible.  In  the  first  place  he  took  ereij 
means  of  making  himself  a  compleat  master  of  the  busineeB; 
he  went  through  various  manufactures,  enquired  into  the 
minutiEB,  and  took  every  measure  to  know  it  to  the  bottom. 
This  he  did  so  repeatedly,  and  with  such  attention  in 
the  whole  progress,  from  spinning  to  bleaching,  and  selling, 
that  he  became  as  thorough  a  master  of  it,  as  au  experienced 
manager ;  he  has  woven  linen,  and  done  every  pu^t  of  tbtfJ 
business,  with  his  own  hands.  fl 

As  he  determined  to  have  the  works  complete,  he  took  Kblfl 
StansGcld,  the  engineer,  so  well  known  for  his  improved  saw-ll 
mills,  into  his  pBj  ;  he  sent  him  over  to  Qallymuat,  in  the  wintav  I 
of  1774,  in  order  to  erect  the  machinery  of  a  bleach  mill,  uponJ 

I  tile  very  best  construction  ;  he  went  lo  all  the  great  mills  in  tbeM 
north  of  Ireland  to  inspect  them,  to  remark  their  (leGcienciei(fl 
lliat  they  migbt  be  improved  in  the  milU  he  intended  to  erecbfl 
Thil  knowledge  being  gs{ae<1,  the  work  was  begun,  and,  as  watatfl 
VU  ncceaaury,  a  great  bason  was  formed,  by  a  dam  across  tfl 
TaUey,  by  which  means  3J  acres  were  floated,  to  serve  as  reser'9 
Toir  for  dry  seasons,  to  secure  plenty  at  all  limes.  AU  th»B 
machinery  of  the  mill  is  perfectly  well  conatructed,  and  worthjM 
of  the  artist  who  formed  it ;  in  general  it  is  upon  the  conunoal 
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^^Brineiple  of  other  bleikch-mills,  011I7  executed  in  a  mAnner  much 
^^■Hjierior  ta  aoj  other  in  Ii-elaod,  hut  in  Bcverol  particulurB  it  ia 
^Bkiaob  improved;  a  wash in;;-wh cut,  an  the  new  construction  used 
in  England,  is  added  ;  beetlera  are  improved  in  their  motion  on 
the  cylinder,  hj  giving  something  more  of  time  to  tlicir  rchound ; 
the  motion  given  to  the  rubbing  boards  is  in  a  manner  different 
from  the  common,  and  in  general,  the  wheels  are  all  so  propor- 
tioned, that  every  operation  may  go  on  in  the  full  velocity,  without 
one  part  being  stopped  at  all  upon  acconnt  of  another,  which  it 
not  generally  the  case ;  the  water-trheel  is  also  formed  to  work 
with  the  least  quantity  of  water  possible ;  all  the  works  going  on 
with  no  larger  quantity  than  will  flow  through  a  pipe  of  a  S-inch 
bore.  Here  are  two  beetling  cylinders,  three  pair  of  rubbing 
boards,  a  pair  of  stocks,  a  washing  wheel,  two  large  coppers  for 
boiling  or  bucking,  a  room  for  drying,  and  another  for  folding, 
the  whole  contained  in  a  well-erected  edifice,  81  feet  long,  by  28 
feet  broad,  and  17  high. 

In  the  first  year,  1774,  not  having  a  bleach-green,  he  only  kept 
the  looms  going,  to  sell  the  linen  green ;  65  in  that  year  worked 
1730  webs,  each  50  yards  long  and  seven-eighthfl  broad,  on  an 
average  10  hundred  linen.  In  1775,  the  number  of  looms  was 
80,  and  they  worked  21 10  pieces  of  the  same  linen.  At  present 
the  number  is  90,  and  preparations  are  made  for  there  being  120 
by  this  lime  twelve-month  :  and  Mr.  Filsmaurice  has  no  donbt 
of  haciog  300  in  two  years'  time.  lu  establishing  and  carrying 
on  this  manufactory,  the  increase  has  been  by  weavers  from  the 
north,  fur  whom  he  builds  houses  aa  fast  as  he  can,  and  has  many 
more  applying  than  he  can  supply  by  building.  They  come  with 
nothing  but  tlieir  families,  and  Mr.  Filzmaiu'ice  fixes  them  in 
houses,  finds  them  a  loom,  and  every  thing  necessary  for  their 
work,  and  employs  tliem  upon  his  own  account ;  their  rent  for 
their  house  and  garden  being  proportioned  to  their  idleness. 

The  fall  rent  he  fixes  for  a  stone  and  slate  cottage,  that  costa 
him  £50  is  40*.  if  the  weaver  is  idle  ;  but  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  webs  he  weaves  his  rent  is  lowered ;  besides  which 
encouragement,  he  gives  premiums  for  the  best  weaving  and 
spinning  throughout  the  manufactory . 

In  order  to  shew  how  far  this  system  of  employment  is  of  im- 
portance to  the  neighbourhood,  I  may  observe  that  the  80  looms, 
^.besidet  the  80  weavers,  employed  80  persons  more,  which  are 
iually  women ;  <|uilling,  warping,  and  winding  i  the  quilliug  by 
I.  « 
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children  and  half  as  manj  childreu  for  quilli 
women,  and  40  children. 

The  2110  piei-'es  worked  last  ^car  conEiiraeil  132,930  h 
yam,  at  63  to  oaeh,  allowing  for  acoiJcnt  and  waste,  wliich 
apiiD  bere,  and  as  a  woman  ajiina  a  hank  a  daj  (it  is  3  huik  yi 
it  employ's  at  300  days  tii  tlie  year,  443 

I  should  be  particul&r  in  remarking,  that  all  the  houi 
he  built  for  the  weavers,  have  no  more  than  half  a.  rood 
potato-garden  tothem.Mr.Pitzmanriee  finding  them  a  coVi 
grasa,  for  which  they  pay  30a.  He  does  this,  bt'cauae  he  wouli' 
not  wish  to  have  them  farmers,  which  he  thinks  doea 
at  all  agree  with  their  business  of  weaving.  Hebasplanai 
much  greater  works ;  has  procured  a  patent  for  a  marlie^. 
which  he  designs  to  establish ;  to  build  a  lai^e  handsome 
market-house,  at  an  ei pence  of  £l,OO0i  to  pull  down  all  the 
old  cabbins  in  the  town,  and  rebuild  them  in  regular  streets, 
of  good  houses,  for  weavers  and  mechanics.     To  convert  a 
large  house,  at  present  used  in  the  manufactory,  into  aj 
handsome  inn ;  a  large  house  for  a  master-weaver,   a 
lastly,  a  mansion-house  for  himself  in  the  stUe  of  a  casi 
and  suitable  to  the  ancient  ruins,  situation,  and  groundl 
For  these   purposes,    he    has  employed  Mr.    Fame, 
architect,  to  give  designs,  and  execute  the  whole.  These 
great  works  for  the  ornament  and  improvement  of  a  country^ 
andunited  with  the  flourishing  progress  of  the  manufactory, 
promise  to  make  Ballymoata  considerable  plat*.  Too  mudi 
praise  cannot  be  given  to  a  man,  who,  in  tlie  prime  of  life, 
when  pleasure  alone  usually  takes  the  lead,  should  turn  hia 
attention  and  cxpence  to  objects  of  such  national  utili^, 
and  importance,  which  have  for  their  aim  the  well-being^j 
happiness,  and  support  of  a  whole  neighbourhood. 

It  may  be  of  use  to  inform  those  who  may  entertain  thoughts 
of  a  similar  cglablightnent,  what  the  expence  of  these  works  bSTS 
been  i  with  this  view  I  requested  the  particulars  of  Mr.  Fits- 
nuurice,  and  they  ore  as  follow :  forming  the  reservoir  of  water, 
the  bleach  mill,  a  ;^een,  a  boiling  house,  a  Iioii^e  for  the  mi 
bleacher,  and  3  or  4  honses  for  blencliers,  coat  in  the  whole  ,£l,fl( 
of  this  ^IfiO  was  for  forming  the  reaervoir.      A  honse  of  stoi 
and  Hlnte  suflicient  to  contain  a  family,  and  four  looms,  costs  £1 
and  the  four  looniB  £S  Se. 
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^^B  In  order  to  sbew  the  fall  expcnec  of  establishing  a  mBniifitctor7, 
^^^ut  employs  100  looms,  the  following  particulars  will  be  of  use ; 
Ihey  will  utao  shew,  that  views  of  private  profit  have  not  actn&ted 
Mr.  Fit/ 11)1111  rice  b>  this  iindcriaking,  ss  it  is  nothing  but  a  very 
skilful  mAQogcmeut  or  fortunate  prices  can  nuLke  it  Bdrantageoua 
to  a  gentleman,  wliuae  views  ought  to  be  more  distant,  to  the 
increase  of  useful  population,  and  thereby  of  the  rental  of  his 
estate. 

■The  blfiiih-tnlll  iidJ  grwii 1500  0  0 
|a  ooltagps  f»T  the  HlO  ImniEi,  nl  t;5S I37S  D  0 
nhor  buiJditig  for  a  durk  nnd  uinslor  wuavur  ....  :>oo  0  0 
po  looms,  yard-widi)  or  under 310  o  o 
Total  buildings,  &c.  .  .  .  £32SS  0  0 
Interest  of  that  sum.  at  6  per  cent,  for  a  year  ....  197  D  0 
IG3,800  tiaaks  ut' yarn,  at  63  [o  each  pieu-e,  and  36  pieces 
to  CBob  loom,  per  annum,  at  Rve-pcnee  three  farthing* 

per  bank 3994     7     t 

Purging  [be  yarn,  one  balfpennv-  a  hank 3  ll     S    0 

N,  B. — It  is  now  sixpence-halfpenny,  and  even  rising, 
but  that  ia  very  high,  bd.  is  u  low  price. 
1  per  cent,  on  ditto,  3,901)  fur  corriiu^  and  expences .     .  39     0    0 

Pay  of  100  weavers  nt  :<^f/.  a  yanl  fur  a  Icn  hundred 
cloth,  or  l*s.  7ii,  a  pieiv,  any  IS*,  na  ihey  run  lo  51 

yards,  3,637 1977   15     0 

Pay  ota  master  wtaver 100    0    0 

Pay  of  a  yarn  buyer  and  sorter 25     0    0 

Needle  marking,  2,637  pieces,  at  Id,  each 10  19     9 

Ax  10  bleaching,  the  fairest  way,  is  to  suppose,  that  Ihe 
expence  of  it  amounts  to  as  much  as  the  bleacher's 
charge,  which  is  IJi/.  a  yard,  this  includes  the  Itleacher's 

pn»ii,  6>.  iid.  a  piece 840  10    0 

Package,  5f.  per  pack,  of  100  pieces,  each  25  yards   .     .  13    4     0 

Carriage  UiDublm,  309.  a  pack  or  100 53     0    0 

Commission  to  the  Dublin  faclor,  3  per  cenl.  on  5,S74 
pieces,  at  U.  Sd,  s  yard,  or  £1  7«.  Id.  a  piece,  or 

£a,339  two  per  cent,  on  this  sum 1C4  IS    0 

N.B. — Un  fine  goods,  5  per  cenl.  owing  lo  the  tedious- 
nesi  of  selling  them,  and  5  months'  credit,  instead 
of  3. 

;e  in  Dublin,  2i.  6d.  a  pock 6  10    0 

£10,978    6    a 
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Annual  expenee. 

Interest  of  thn  first  slock 197  0  0 

Yarn 3921  7  6 

Purging  anrl  carriage aso  0  0 

Weaiers 1977  IS  0 

Orerseer* 125  0  0 

Harking 10  19  S 

Bleaching 840  10  0 

Paekige  uid  curiage 66  4  0 

CommTfsioa 1G4  0  0 

Forlerage 6  10  0 

£7693     G     3 

Al  the  money  is  turned  just  twice  a  year,  Lalf  this  is  to 

be  charged  u  »lock  or 3846 

Buildings 3285 

Thereroro  the  capital  For  the  undertaking  is     ....       T131 

Inlereat  on  that,  at  6  per  cent -127 

Sundry  expeiicea  aa  b^Tt  piecva 7692    0     0 

£8119     0     0 

Pboducb. 

fi,274  pieces,  at  £1  111.  S(^ 6239     0     O 

Kxpenvei S1I9     0     0 

Bemains 120     0     0 

Hence  there  appfiars  to  be  some  profit  on  tliis  ftccoutit,  benides 
■11  that  is  on  tbe  bleacbiug ;  also  tbe  rent  of  25  houses,  which 
may  be  reckoned  at  £100  a  year. 

But  if  tbcy  sell  only  at  £1  7i.  id.  the  account  would  then 
be: 

EzpCDoa 8119    0    o 

nodnoe  5,174,  M  i7«.  U. 7Ut     0    O 

LoM 978     0     0 

Let  me  observe  upon  this,  that  eucb  accounts  are  never 
accurate,  and  they  should  be  taken  rather  for  framing  general 
than  particulnr  ideas.      At  first  sight,  it  minbt  be  thought,  that 
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proving  too  mucb  to  the  Utile  or  no  profit  of  siicli  an  nnilertaking, 
ie  proving  nothing,  as  the  trade  could  Defer  be  carried  on ;  hut 
thii  would  not  be  a  jiist  condueion.  The  linen  business  is  not 
conducted  tbuB ;  the  drapers,  who  are  bleachers,  purchase  the 
linen,  not  weave  it  on  their  account ;  and  here  lies  probabij  much 
of  their  profit,  thej  take  advantage  of  the  variation  of  limes,  to  use 
a  commercial  term,  and  often  get  the  linen  under  its  fair  value; 
thej  have  the  opiKirtunitj  of  taking  advantage  of  all  temporary 
neoeBsitiea  among  the  weavers  j  but  at  all  events,  the;  know  to  ■ 
&rthing  the  value  thej  cau  give,  and  they  do  not  buj  a  piece 
more  than  euits  them.  But  if  the  weaving  was  done  on  their 
account,  tLe;  would  be  obliged  to  make  the  linen,  however  dead 
market,  or  else  have  their  men  idle.  Another  observation 
Vbtch  goes  general!}'  to  all  undertakings  of  this  sort  is,  that  the 
liting  in  one  person  several  branches  of  n  manufitctare,  will 
fmrelj  be  found  advantageous.  If  ever;  step  is  a  distinct  trade, 
llono  occupying  both  capital  and  attention,  the  fabric  is  the  more 
Uke  to  thrive.  That  Mr.  Fitzmaiiricc,  with  great  activity  and  t, 
good  understanding,  can  make  himself  a  master  of  the  business, 
nothing  but  contraction  can  doubt  ;  but  I  question  whether  the 
most  sagacious  draper  in  Ireland  would  make  considerably,  if  he 
pwove  the  cloth  as  well  as  bleached  it ;  hence,  therefore,  the  part 
of  the  preceding  calculation  the  most  applicable  to  gentlemen,  is 
%e  detail  of  the  expenditure  of  £32 S 5,  because  for  that  sum  100 
weavers  and  a  bleacher  would  be  set  to  work,  to  whom  the 
landlord  might  give  wbat  encouragement  he  pleased  in  bounces 
per  piece,  made  and  bleached,  but  neither  the  one  or  the  other  on 
his  own  account.  After  all,  I  see  every  reason  to  ansert,  that  a 
gentleman,  for  a  shilling  he  will  ever  make  by  manufactory,  will 
profit  a  guinea  by  the  improvement  of  land  ;  have  rascals  to  deal 
with  in  one  line,  and  honest  men  in  the  other. 

Mr.  Fitzmaurice  observes,  that  the  art  of  bleaching  depends  so 
BtDCh  on  niceties,  and  not  a  little  on  matter  of  opinion  in  the 
idrapers,  who  buy  the  linen,  that  it  is  diliicult  to  lay  down  any 
'roles  for  it ;  there  are  some  pointa,  however,  which  deserve 
attention  ;  first,  in  respect  to  the  use  of  lime,  which,  though  great 
chjmists  have  proved  to  be  perfectly  harmless  and  useful,  if  used 
with  skill  and  caution,  yet  the  bleachers  positively  deny  the  use 
of  it,  whether  to  indulge  the  prejudice  of  the  common  people 
.against  it,  or  for  profit  in  making  the  worst  ashes  equal  to  the 
cannot  be  well  ascertained.     As  to  bucking  and  boiling,  it 
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Ib  very  obscrvaLIe  that  tlie  5ueet  linens  being  mode  of  the- 
liardeet  and  toughest  Rbrea  of  tbe  dux,  which  stand  the  opcmtioa 
of  Bcuttihing,  (which  bj  the  way  is  a  very  strong  reosou  why  iha 
finest  linens  should  be  iiiCDmparnbly  more  lastiug  than  the  (kmtib* 
ones)  make  a  distinction  between  boiling  and  bucking,  the  finrt  ii 
the  most  severe  operation,  and  therefore  necessary  for  the  t«iigllj 
materials,  the  other  proper  for  the  I'oarse  and  weaker  ones.  BuV 
they  are  the  same  thing  if  done  with  attention ;  a  thorough  buck- 
ing is  cipml  to  a  niilil  boiling,  but  depending  buth  on  the  degreo 
in  which  they  are  performed.  With  regard  to  rubbing  boardi, 
the  general  prejudice  to  them  being  founded  on  fact,  can  onlj- 
arise  from  the  bleachers  saving  soap ;  if  used  in  a  proper  quantity,. 
there  is  not  the  least  objection  to  them. 

Account  of  flax  abont  Ballymoat.  The  greater  part  of  the- 
poor  people  about  Ballymoat  allot  about  half  a  rood  of  land  to 
the  growth  of  flax,  the  rent  7t.  Gd.  this  is  sown  with  about  firs 
gallons  of  seed,  medium  price  Jt(.  Sd.  the  S  gallons.  From  breolC'i 
ing  and  scutching,  the  above  yields  to  the  grower,  from  84  t 
112  cwt.  that  is,  6  to  8  stone.  If  the  flax  be  dried,  as  well  ■ 
broke  aud  scutched  at  the  mill,  the  charge  is  ISd.  a  stone;  i 
only  the  two  latter,  it  is  only  \id.  or  if  scutched,  only  10(f. 
After  scutching,  it  is  worth,  rough,  5i.  to  6*.  a  stone. 
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After  scutching,  it  is  lieekleil  or  split  into  suiall  piw 
different  quaUtiu ;  one  half  produces  ^e  best  sort,  nhluL  is  apvxt 
to  about  three-hank  yarn,  that  is,  three  lianks  to  the  pound !  thft 
half  of  the  reraaiuuig  half,  i.e.  one  quarter  of  the  whole,  is  called 
hackled  t«w,  and  is  spun  ijito  an  inferior  sort,  two-hank  yam; 
the  remainder  is  called  backings,  and  is  spun  into  the  coarsest 
■Utff,  of  which  is  made  sacking,  coarse  sheeting  for  the  poor,  t 
At  this  period  the  weight  b  not  diminiuhcd  above  4  lb.  in  the  cffb  f 
tnd  the  best  sort  is  vorth  nt  a  medium,  9d.  a  Ib.  the  eecoud  sort 
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^^B  The  licuklcrs  generally  travel  about  to  tbc  liousca  of  poor 
^^^Mople  to  get  tliis  work  to  do.  Four  men  will  be  takeii  up  2  days 
^H^ai  doing  the  above  quaiitily,  Spiimitig  ie  performed  by  women 
Kid  children;  one  diligent  person  will  ppin  about  one  bonk,  con- 
taining 12  enb,  each  ent  bariiig  120  rounds,  from  two  jarda  and 
a  hftlfiu  etrcumrerence  in  a  day.  If  carried  then  to  market,  it 
generally  pmdiices  Sd.  per  hank,  or  a  dozen  to  the  tipinner, 
and  is  gcnerallj  bought  by  jobbers  or  by  poor  manufacturers. 
Upwards  of  £10,000  per  aim.  in  yam  ia  exported  from  Sligo  to 
l^nchester  and  Liverpool.  It  is  supposed  that  there  is  as  muth 
yam  exported  raw  from  Ireland,  as  is  maDnfactiired  in  it.  The 
first  step  taken  by  ihe  manufacturer  is  to  steep  the  yarn  in  luke- 
warm water  for  a  day  or  two ;  it  is  then  boiled  12  hours  in  a 
Strong  lee  of  barilla  ashes,  after  which  it  is  bleached  for  3  weoks 
or  a  month,  and  when  dry,  is  dressed  and  soflenecl  by  being  hung 
in  a  frame,  and  rubbed  in  a.  clipped  stick,  after  which  it  is  sorted 
into  different  d^rees  of  fineness,  first  by  weight,  and  then  by  the 
eye,  when  it  is  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  weaver,  with  the  reed 
and  geert  adapted  to  manufacturing  it.  The  grist  or  fineness  of 
die  yam,  determines  the  net  or  fineness  of  tbe  reed  through  which 
it  ii  to  be  wrought.  The  reed  is  divided  into  been,  each  beer 
containing  20  splits,  each  aplit  two  IhreaiU.  These  threads  are 
called  the  warp.  The  threads  thrown  across  by  the  shuttle  are 
called  the  jco'tft.  Five  beers  arc  what  is  commonly  called  a 
hundred,  the  number  of  which  hundred  is  regulated  by  the  skill  of 
the  manufacturer,  so  ai  to  moke  the  cloth  thick  or  thin  in  the 
breadth :  and  tlie  number  of  these  hunJi'eds  constitutes  the 
finenest  and  vtUue  of  the  cloth.  N.B.  The  cxtretnities  are  from 
WO  splits  in  the  breadth  of  one  yar^l  to  2500.  The  rule  to 
certain  the  true  value  of  any  given  piece  of  cloth  by  inspection 
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with  a  glass.  Apply  the  glass  to  tho  cloth,  retkon  the  number 
of  threads  in  llie  warp,  which  are  tnagoiSed  bj  the  glass,  and  b; 
as  man;  threads  as  are  to  counted,  so  many  hundreds  is  ths 
fineness  of  the  clolb,  which  hundreds  when  doubled,  and  half  of 
the  Grut  number  added,  i.e.  10  threads  giving  as  many  hnndred%] 
them  doubled  make  20,  and  half  added  2S.  Of  so  many  hanks% 
of  jam  does  a  piece  of  cloth  of  30  yards  consist  of,  fuirlj  and 
honestly  made.  Learn  the  value  of  yarn,  add  the  weaving  and 
bleaching,  and  the  addition  gives  the  value  out  of  the  manu- 
factory. 

An  acre. 

Furly  gBlIoUB  seed,  li.  bd 3     0     O' 

Two  ploughing! lOQ 

Two  liamiwingB 060 

Clodfiing,  four  women OBB 

Weeding,  ten  ditto OfiO 

Pulling,  Civentj  women,  a  day,  3d.  and  diet,  3d 0  10    (K 

Binding,  four  men,  Grf.  and  3d.  diet 0    3     0 

Carrying,  six  horses,  a  day,  at  Is.  &if. 0    9     0 

Watering  and  sodding,  six  men 046 

Taking  out,  four  men 0     I     B 

Spreading,  Iwelto  womeu 060 

Lifting,  twelve  women 0    6    0. 

Carrying,  two  cars  and  four  men 060 

Drying,  (bur  men  and  four  women 0    C>    A 

Twelve  kishes  lurf,  8d 0    8    0 

Beetling,  forty  women 10    0 

Scutching,  1>.  a  stone,  Gliy-six  stone 3  16    0 

Heckling,  6d.  a  stone  for  the  Hax,  \d,  per  lb.  for  the  tow, 
4  lb.  of  the  first  to  tlie  alone,  ftcnlcbed,  or  14   stone, 

heckled,  at  Si/. 094 

Tbreeponndoftow  to  tbestone,  lUSib.  at  1(j.      ....  0  14    0 

Bent 0  16     0 

£13  10    4 

If  the  tai^d  is  hired  reiuly  dn'BiH>d 11     S    4i 

Bent aoO 

£13     8    4 

rtHi  if  a  cottar ;  but,  if  not,  the  rent  is  £3,  which  wilt 
make  it 
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Value  of  the  hpckted  flax,  7d.  lo  It,  average  Qol.  a  lb,  or  \2s. 
a  atone 8S0 
One  huudreil  abttf-elgbl  pDimd  of  tow,  ut  Gft. 4  4  0 
^  pound  of  backings  to  llie  Blono,  336  lb.  at  one  balfijcnny  0  14  0 
£13  6  0 
Very  little  weaving  in  Sligo,  but  a  liiile  scattered  flpiuning 
every  where;  llic  women  earn  Sd.  or  4tl.  a  day,  by  a  hank  a,  day. 
£80,000  of  yam  last  year  exported  from  the  port  of  Slign.  Price 
of  labour,  cottars  5d.  others  Gd,  Heaps  of  weeds  burning  all 
Qfet  the  country  for  aahcs  for  boiling  the  yam,  by  poor  people. 
An  acre  of  weeds  has  been  sold  for  £6  St.  One  sixth  of  the 
count;  bog  and  monntain,  the  rest  \St.  an  acre.  The  farms  rise 
to  large  ones,  that  are  grazing,  but  all  the  tillage  is  carried  on  by 
cottars,  or  very  inconsiderable  ones.  The  coiirBes  are  : 
1.  Potatoes.  2.  Fkx.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats. 
I,  Potatoes.     3.  Potatoes. 

Barony  of  Corra,'  the  best  in  the  county  ;  the  high  lands  all 
limestone.  Rent  about  Ballymoat,  20i.  Fotatoea  yield  26  barrets, 
at  the  average  price  of  sis  shillings,  it  weighs  10  cwt.  Wheat 
yields  six  and  a  half,  or  seven  barrels.  Oats  10  ditto.  A  great 
plenty  of  marlc,  awl  lime-stone,  and  lime-stcne  gravel  in  all  the 
conntry,  but  none  used,  except  by  such  as  are  forced  to  do  it  by 
tlieir  landlords.  Of  tliese  the  most  generally  used  is  the  lime- 
Btone  gravel.  A  good  deal  of  mountain,  improved  by  little  farmers, 
by  their  landlord's  directions.  John  Kelly,  a  little  cottar  on  Mr. 
Fitzmaurice's  estate,  is  a  strong  instance  of  this,  and  his  mode  of 
doing  it,  has  been  by  paring  and  burning,  and  spreading  the 
),  He  then  puts  in  potatoes  immediately,  gets  good  cropa, 
good  oats,  and  would,  if  he  was  able,  sow  grass  seeds. 

'  Corran  boronj,  co.  Sligo. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Merora. — Condition  of  llie  people.— Sligo.— Falls  of  Ballmaikire. — 
Tanrcgo. — Fortlaod.— An  idle  poiiulalion, — Scenery  of  Balbjnit. — The 
Bishop  of  Killnla. — A  bore  couatry. — Aliunditnct.'  of  BbIi.— CkstleliBr, 
— Wakes,— Lord  Altamont  nl  Westport. — Agricultural  eiporiraents. — 
Harrowing  bj  the  tail. 

SUNDAY,  August  26th,  to  the  Et.  Hon.  Joshua  Coopor'B, 
at  M«rcra.'  who  not  only  received  me  with  the  utmost 
polttenese,  but  was  bo  obliging  as  to  send  for  a  neigh- 
bouring gentleman,  in  order  between  them,  with  other 
aBBietance,  to  answer  all  my  q\iestions,  wliich  was  done  in 
the  most  a^ttcutive  and  satisfactory  manner. 


About  wLich  pli 
of  the  mountains,  that 
but  the  liine-atone 
almost  OS  high  rent 


the  I 


the 


eiit  of  land,  on  an  average,  15j.  Some 
not  lime-stone,  let  for  very  little,  2*. 
re  good  land  universally,  and  yield 
est  of  the  country.      Farms  in  cultnra 


are  exceedingly  small,  the  poor  people  divide  and  take  tiiem  ia 
partnership,  four  or  five  to  a  plough  land  of  tOO  acres,  hut  they 
luhdivide  down  to  five  or  six  acres,  and  in  general  all  the  tillage 
is  done  hy  these  little  occupiers.  There  are  some  large  gracing 
farms  up  to  above  I,000acre9,  which  are  under  sheep  and  bullocks. 
One-seventh  of  the  county  may  be  reckoned  bog,  and  unimproved 
mountain,  and  [he  other  6-7thH,  \5t.  Muyo  one-third,  perhapa 
half,  bog  aud  mountain,  and  two-thirdii,  at  12«.  Galway  more 
than  one-third  bog,  mountain  and  lakes.  The  courses  of  crop! 
pursued  here ; 

1.  Potatoes.    2.  Barley.    3.  Oeta.    4.  Oats.    S.  Oata.    6.  Oats. 
7.  Oats.     8.  Left  out  seven  years  to  sheep. 

1.  Totatoes.    2.  FlaJt.    3.  Uarley.    4.  ObL'i.    S.  Oats.     G.  Oats. 
7-  Gals.      8.  Oats.      !).  Lay  out. 

1.  Potatoes.    2.  Flax.    3.  Barley.    4.  Gals.    5.  Oats.    6.  Oats. 
7.  Potatoes. 

1,  Potatoes.      2.  Barley,  which  is   the  best  eourse  I  have  met  J 
with  in  Ireland.     Wheat  is  coining  in  In  the  following  conrae. 

1.  PoUtoea.     2.  Wheat.     3.  Oats,  4  or  5  years.     Some  wheat  | 

'  Apiiarcnliy  Miighurabov,  ™.  Sligu. 
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^^■oa  summer  fdlon'.      Grass  laoil   hired  for  poUtoca,  at  £5,  if  nut 

■  """'■■■" 

^B  Rent 0  16    0 

^■'C«ss 0O4 

^^P  Tvtlie 000 

^^f  Ifunuring  lubour,  20  men,  ami  3  liorsua ISO 

Seed,  ihirtj  peeks,  Each  eij 0  IS     0 

PnllingintirBt  digging,  30  men,  Bl6ii 0  15     0 

SwondcoTering,  sliore  II  ing  ditto 0  15    0 

Third  ditto,  hheeu  meu 076 

Weeding,  eight  men 040 

I^KSingup,  sixlj  men  a  day I  10    0 

lacking  and  galheriag,  one  man  to  four 0     T     6 

Cwrying  home,  five  men  and  five  horsea 0    5     0 

Picking  oier  and  sliifting OSO 

I  ^' 

^g  SCO  pecks,  &G  lb.  ciu^b,  at  Gi^,  per  peck T  10    0 

If  tliej,  wliich  ia  very  common,  hire  grass  land  for  il,  tbe 
rent  is  £t  4s.  on  un  average,  then 

Bent 440 

Other  expences  lu  before 6tlO 

110  13     0 
PflODUCE, 
Tlirce  hundred  und  fifty  ppclis,  at  6il 8  IS    0 
Profit £1   18    0 
Many  ore  planted  in  boga  that  arc  drained ;  tbcj  ore  tlie  firat 
they  pliuit,  with  both  lime-stone  gravel  and  dung,  the  first  will 
not  do  alone,  very  little  dung  will  do  ;  the  crops  iiro  superior  in 
quantity  to  those  from  any  other  land,  tlicy  will  get  ^0  pecks 
^^m   more  titan  from  the  gra^s  land.      They  feed  their  cows  and  pigs 
^H*irith  them  wlicn  plentiful.     Kir.  O'llora,  of  NjmphsGeld,  fatted 
^^^  ttmny  bollocks  with  them,  and  fouud  that  they  did  exceedingly  well. 
^^f  Of  barley  they  sow  a  barrel  per  acre,  which  is  here  14  stone,  and 
get  on  an  average  14  ban'els  an  acre.     In  Teirern'  barony  they 
get  gi'eat  crops,   sometimes  20  barrels  mi  acre.      They   sow  2 
barrds  of  12  slone  of  oats,  the  mean  produce  10  barrels,  some 
_.fOt  above  3  or  G.      Of  wheat  they  sow  12  stone,  and  the  crop  6 
'  Tirerngh. 
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biireli.  Every  bodj  sows  a  patch  of  flax  ;  &  Tarming  cottar,  with 
6  or  7  acrea,  will  sow  6  or  8  gallons.  The  quantity  of  seed  40 
gallons  per  acre,  Tlie  value  sold  on  the  foot  is  in  general  £8, 
and  ttie  crop  is  calculated  that  a  gallon  of  seed  produces  a  stone 
of  sciitclied  flax,  or  40  Bt«iic  per  acre.  The  quantity  of  wast« 
improved  is  very  considerable  ;  it  is  moory  moantaJn,  about  IS 
inclies  deep.  In  much  of  tbis,  immediately  under  the  moor,  is  ■ 
thin  stratum  of  what  they  call  lark-day,  nhich  is  like  baked  claj, 
the  thickness  of  a  tile,  aud  no  water  gets  through  it.  Under  it 
lime-stone  gravel,  Trencliing  the  land  for  potatoes,  breaks  this 
stratum,  andletBtbe  water  through  at  once,  and  no  other  drains  are 
necessary.  In  less  than  a.  century,  almost  the  whole  country,  m 
well  as  Roscommon,  was  a  moor.  The  mode  taken  has  been  by 
lime-stone  gravel  chiefly,  and  this  goes  on  su  much,  that  the 
moors  are  worth  a  considerable  rent ;  the  crops  they  give  at  first 
are  very  great.  The  expcnce  of  gravelling  is  £2  2j.  sn  acre. 
3,000  horse-loads  in  baskets  on  their  backs  is  the  quantity;  it 
changes  the  natnre  both  of  moors  and  days  intirely,  and  lasts  for 

In  this  country  there  are  large  tracts  of  grass  land,  which  will 
rcor  the  largest  oxen,  but  will  not  fatten  them ;  but,  if  gravelled, 
will  fatten  thetn  perfectly.  Lime  not  nsed  as  a  manure  in  com. 
mon,  though  there  is  nu  amazing  quantity  in  the  country  ;  the 
price  of  burning  will  be  four-pence  halfpenny  a  barrel  of  nuwh 
lime,  A  barrel  of  turf  will  bum  a  barrel  of  lime;  a  barrel  of 
turf  is  one-thiiKl  of  a  kish.  Turf  mold  laid  on  a  clay  meadow 
will  give  one  good  crop.  The  system  of  cattle  is  various;  the 
graziers  upon  good  grass  buy  in  cows  in  the  month  of  May,  at 
£3  \(i».  average,  and  sell  out  in  November  and  October,  at  a 
profit  of  £1  \0t.  also  buy  oxen  3  years  old  iu  October,  give  them 
coarse  hay,  and  sell  them  fat  or  in  good  order  the  autumn 
following ;  buy  in  at  £4  I0<,  aud  sell  ont  at  £7,  and  he  will  taJce 
for  meadow  half  an  acre  of  hay,  and  one  and  a  half  for  summer  j 
besides  which  there  will  be  one  sheep  and  a  half  per  acre  the  year 
through,  which  will  pay  12i.  Upon  worse  land  they  go  into  the 
succession  system,  which  is  buying  ycar-olds  at  ISi.  on  an  average: 
these,  as  well  as  the  preceding  for  I'attle,  which  at  4  year  old 
come  to  fi  cwt.  which  is  the  common  size  of  the  county.  He  keeps 
them  3  years,  and  selling  them  lean  at  £4  10«.;  but  these  systems 
are  always  united  on  the  same  farm,  as  they  have  all  sorts  of 
cattle  to  suit  different  soils.     No  dairici. 
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The  sheep  system  i«  not  of  consequence,  for  there  ue  settee 
May  flocks  kept.  Twenty  year*  ago  the  baronies  of  Corra  Mid 
Terrera'  were  continued  sheepwalka  ;  but  now  the  former  u  all 
potKtoea  and  barley,  and  much  of  the  latter  is  broken  up,  bo  that, 
upon  the  whole,  tillage  has  gained  very  much  on  gmsa.  The 
■heep  there  kept  are  both  fattening  and  breeding;  they  keep 
their  lambs  till  three  year  wethers,  and  sell  them  fat  at  16j.,  that 
ia,  18  lb.  a  quarter,  at  id.  a  lb.  The  ewe  lambs  will  be  kept,  and 
old  ewes  culled  and  sold  ofi'half  fat,  at  10s.  Tlie  fleeces  on  the 
Average  of  the  whole  will  be  4  lb.  Mr.  Ormab;  gets  6  and  10  lb. 
from  his  wethers.  Swine  increasing,  no  pork  exported  from 
Sligo  till  last  year,  but  now  they  are  getting  into  it. 

Horaes  are  used  for  tillage  only,  4  in  a  plough  abreast, 
and  some  harrowing  atill  done  bt  thb  tail  ;  they  vill 
plough  half  an  acre  a  day,  or  more  commonly  three  days 
to  an  acre.  Upon  wet  lands  they  plough  mto  ridges  arched, 
bat  never  water  furrow.  They  know  nothing  of  cutting 
chafF,  but  let  the  wind  blow  that  of  their  crops  away.  As 
to  hiring  and  stocking  farms,  they  manage  bo  as  to  do 
without  capital ;  a  grazier  will  re-let  to  his  cottars  as  much 
of  his  land  a.s  high  as  he  can  ;  enough  to  pay  his  rent  or 
near  it ;  and,  as  to  the  poor  fellow,  he  manages  with  very 
little.  £3  per  acre  will  do  for  buying  the  cattle  for  a 
grazing  farm. 

Land  sells  at  20  years'  purchase,  rack  rent.  The  rents 
are  less  than  5  or  6  yeara  ago,  but  are  rather  rising  at 
present.  Tythes  are  generally  taken  in  kind ;  they  are  let 
to  tythe  proctors,  who  are  paid  wheat  @».,  barley  6», 
oats  4».  flax  8s.  Potatoes  none  tjthed  in  Connaught. 
Hay  3».  Leases  3  hves,  or  31  years.  Much  of  it  let  on 
leases  renewable  for  ever.  Middle  meu,  who  occupy  none, 
is  a  practice  declining,  but  not  gone  out.  Two  bolting  TniTla 
erected,  which  begin  to  increase  the  crops  of  wheat,  and 
promise  to  change  the  face  of  the  country.  The  people 
throughout  it  increase  very  fast  most  undoubtedly.  Their 
circumstances  in  general  are  infinitely  better  than  20  years 
Ago :  they  are  cloathed  and  fed  better,  are  much  more 
imdusftrious ;   Bpal{>eeQS  going  from  hence  declines  much, 

'  Uorraii  and  Tireragli. 
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and  will  aoon  lie  entirely  out.     Bent  of  a  calibui  and  J 
garden  209.     The  grass  of  a  cow  30a.     There  were  eoma  1 
emigrations   to  Aiueri<;a,  but  not  considerable,  and  some  ] 
of  them  are  come  back  agam.     The   religion   in 
Catholic ;  but  more  Protestants  than  in  any  other  countf  I 
inConnaught.  In  the  baronies  of  Liny'  and  Corra,  there  are  1 
manj  Milesian  Irish  ;  in  Mayo  more  still,  aJl  of  the  Spanish 
breei     The  food  o£  the  poor  people  is  potatoes,  milk,  and 
herrings,  with  oaten  bread  in  Riimmer;  all  keep  cowa,  not 
pigs,  and  but  a  few  [loultry.     They  hitve  an  absolute  belly- 
ftill  of  potatoes,  and  the  children  eat  them  as  )>lentifully  aa 
they  like.     The  average  price  of  oatiucAl  something  less 
than  Id.  a  pound.     AH  of  them  have  a  bit  of  cabbaf^ea. 
They  prefer  oat-bread  both  to  potatoes  and  to  wheat-br^id. 
All  afford  whisky.    A  year's  turf  will  cost  a  family  30». 
The  common  people  are  so  amazingly  addicted  to  thieving 
every  thing  they  can  lay  their  hands  on,  that  they  wiU  ' 
unshoe  the  horaes  in  the  field  in  the  barony  of  Liny  ;  th^ 
are  also  lyara  from  their  cradle,  but  wonderfully  sagacious, 
c\mning  and  artful. 

Within  10  miles  of  this,  in  Leitrim,  is  a  great  country  at 
good  coal  near  the  snrfaee ;  but,  for  want  of  being  well 
worked,  sells  at  7s.  a  ton  :  and  near  Ballysodare  "  is  a  lead 
mine,  but  not  worked  with  succeas,  though  very  rich.  Aa 
to  the  linen  manufactory,  it  has  made  some  progress ;  there 
are  6  bleach  greens  in  the  county,  and  there  are  many 
weavers.  Spinning  is  universal  in  all  the  cabbius. 
woman  will  earn  two-pence  halfpenny  at  it.  The  rents  are 
moatly  paid  by  yam. 

Mr.  Cooper  has  reilaimcd,  and  is  Tecliuminj;  65  acres  of  bog, 
whieh  is  12  feet  deep,  nnd  was  bo  wet  mid  rotten,  tlint  no  animal 
could  go  on  it  without  being  awallonml  up  :  much  i>f  it  bar]  been 
80  mangled  and  cut  in  liulca  to  get  turf,  tlint  the  Uvclliiig  in  order 
for  the  plough  was  put  out  at  £1  10*.  an  acre.  A  great  drtin 
wta  made  round  it  9  feet  broad  at  top,  10  deeji,  and  quite  narrow 
at  bottom,  and  repeated  these  draiu!<,  but  not  no  large  at  the 
diKtnncc  of  (>0  yards  from  each  other.  A  drain  of  9  feet  wide  at 
top,  and  6  deep,  cost  lOti  a  perch.  The  above  draina  were  done 
by  the  day.     In  one  year  after,  tlic  bog  waa  dry  enougli  to  plough. 


'   Lcjny  biirony,  .South  Slign. 
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^^Bttbich  lie  did,  BDd  burnt  the  farrow  and  sowed  rape :  the  crop 

^^Kniddlipg,  eat  it  nitb  sheep.     TLe  second  year  ploiiglied  and 

^^■^mt  it  again,  and  bad  a  second  crnp  of  rape ;  aft«r  which 

^^M  another  year  of  rape  and  turtieps;   and  it  now  lies  with  the  graues 

^^B  tkat  caine  of  themselves  aflcr  thcee  npcrations  :  it  is  but  indif- 

^B   fbrent,  except  in  ooe  place,  where  some  lime-Btonc  gravel  was 

■cattered,  and  there  it  is  good,  promising  well.     Adjoining  the 

bog  is  a  wet  Hpringy  bonk  full  of  riiBbes,  from  which  Mr.  Cooper 

apprehends  the  water  comes  that  breaks  out  in  the  bog,  which  it 

does  in  a  few  places,  for  want  of  the  siuri'onnding  drain  on  that 

Bide  being  c(implctc<i.      To  suth  as  liave  bogs  to  improve,  be 

would  recommend  to  surround  the  space  to  be  improved  with  a 

drain  so  deep  as  to  go  to  the  gravel,  which  is  a  point  he  thinks 

tTery  necessary  ;  as  when  [his  is  done,  if  there  is  any  fall  at  all 
fi>r  the  water,  the  drain  will  keep  open,  and  not  cIdho  up,  as  it 
%ill  do  if  not  so  deep,  for  want  of  a  hard  surface  for  the  water  to 
mn  off  on.  A  year  after  tliia  work,  plough  it,  bum  the  furrow, 
and  sow  rape  fur  sheep  food,  levelling  the  land  by  ploughing  and 
burning;  and  repeat  this  till  level;  or,  if  there  is  any  dung, 
potatoes  is  much  the  best  crop,  and  will  be  a  great  produce.  As 
toon  M  the  land  is  level,  sow  oats  and  hay  seeds,  and  when  there 
i«  a  skin  of  turf  gained,  then  carry  on  the  lime-stone  gravel  in 
preference  to  every  thing  else,  if  it  is  to  he  had :  the  effect  of 
which  is  so  strong  as  to  change  heath  to  white  clover  at  onee 

I  upon  drained  land.  The  more  soapy  the  gravel  is  the  better : 
and  Mr.  Cooper,  &om  experience,  knows  that  it  would  then  let  as 
meadow  at  30«.  an  acre,  as  long  as  tt  was  kept  from  returning  to 
ita  original  state.  As  to  the  quantity  of  draining,  cutting  it  into 
oblongs  of  300  yards  by  60,  would  be  fully  sufficient :  these  bavD 
laid  bis  bog  dry. 
Turneps  Mr.  Cooper  has  cidtivated  these  17  years  regularly, 
with  great  success,  for  siall-fecding  oxen,  and  has  fuuud  them  of 
great  use.  Cabbages  he  has  hod  these  four  years,  the  Scutch 
•ort,  borecole,  and  Reynold's  tumep-cabbage ;  these  he  has  used 
fiir  fattening  sheep,  and  never  had  anch  «hccp  as  by  this  means, 
lie  prefers  cabbages  to  turneps  much  for  all  usee,  can  get  larger 
crops,  and  what  he  gets  goes  farther,  and  arc  much  preferred  by 
both  cattle  and  sheep  :  after  them,  be  boa  got  excecdiug  fine 
barley.  In  the  breed  of  cattle  Mr.  Cooper  baa  taken  pains  to 
improve  by  cacana  of  a  Lancashire  hull,  of  Mr.  Parker's  breed, 
this  with  such  cucceas  that  bb  cattle  are  all  very  fine,  large, 
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and  well  mode  ;  all  Lancashire  long-horns,  iritb  a  mixlure  of  ths 
StafTord  and  \Vorwitk.  He  !iae  also  fouut!  llmt  lliis  iinprore* 
ment  of  the  hrced  fur  falling  has  cot  hurt  his  dairy,  ~ 
cowa  give  6  quarts  of  milt  at  a  meal,  which  it  esteemed  vcrj  irdl 
here :  for  fattening  the  breed  la  excellent.  Oxen  he  has  used 
for  tillage,  &c.  IS  jears,  instead  of  horses  ;  works  them  in  common 
j'ukes,  and  bows  4  or  6  in  a  plough ;  but  he  thinks  that  four 
horses  will  do  more  work  in  a  day  than  four  oxen  :  jet  lindi  the 
latter  incomparably  the  most  profitable.  Mules  he  (uids  of  tlie 
greatest  use.  They  are  mucU  longer  lived  than  horses,  hardier, 
easier  fed,  and  more  proGtable :  but  this  is  principally  applicable 
to  the  small  Irish  mule,  and  not  the  large  ones  from  Spaiiiati 
asaes,  which  arc  not  so  hardy,  and  more  liable  to  disorders,  Thej 
are  Dever  fed  so  well  as  horses,  yet  go  through  more  labour; 
and  are  much  superior  to  them  for  carrying  burthens.  Om 
caution,  however,  should  bo  used  in  relation  to  their  food, 
wbcat  straw  is  cut  into  chalT  and  given.  It  will  kill  tliem : 
late  Bishop  of  Elphin  lost  all  hia  mules  by  it.  Mr.  Cooper  has 
ftttened  many  hoga  on  potatoes,,  and  he  has  found  that  raw 
potatoes  will  fatten  them  very  well,  but  the  fat  will  be  flabby  and 
greasy  ;  but  if  the  potatoes  are  parboiled,  and  well  sprinkled  with 
salt,  the  fiesh  will  be  finn,  and  perfectly  good.  He  once  tried 
fattening  a  cow  on  them,  and  she  did  admirably,  but  eat  so  much, 
that  at  the  very  lowest  price  it  would  not  answer  to  give  them. 
He  has  improved  much  land  by  hollow -draining,  has  done  it  with 
■ods,  and  found  that  it  answers  perfectly. 

Sligo  is  the  only  sea-port  of  this  country,  and  the  state  of  ita 
trade  may  be  taken  as  uo  bad  explanation  of  the  improvemeDt 
of  the  coantry  around  it  with  which  il 
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Tem. 

Imporii, 

Export!. 

1765 

1458     9 

103  17     0 

1766 

40G  13 

130     1     4 

1767 

486     7 

Vi  17     7 

17B8 

1178  la 

160     8     6 

1789 

99B   14 

487    17     2 

1770 

1123     3 

523     6     7 

1771 

1554  19 

309     2     0 

177a 

S4t   16 

471     9      1 

1773 

S477   17 

835  11    10 

177* 

S41S     6 

730  11     4 

1776 

31256     B 

958     0     6 

Mr.  Cooper  has  remarked,  that  the  geeat  improvement  i>t  tliit 

part  of  Ireland  comiueoced  about  the  jear  1748,  and  that  rents 

_  now  are,  to  wlint  ihey  were  before  tbat  period,  as  fifteen  to 

Lnx.      Some   farms  bought  iti  1725,  at  5s.  Gd.  aa  acre,  and  twent; 

* 1'  purcliaac,  are  now  latt  at  16j. 

August  26t]i,  left  Mercra,  and  went  to  Ballasadore,'  when 
I  had  great  pleasure  in  viewing  the  falls  ;  the  river  breake 
OTer  rocks  in  the  most  romantic  maimer,  from  edge  to  edge, 
in  man;  falls,  for  the  space  of  two  hundred  yards  before  it 
comes  to  the  principal  one,  which  is  twelve  or  fourteen  feet 
perpendicular ;  the  scenery  about  it  is  bold,  the  features 
of  the  moimtains  are  great,  and  Knocknaree  in  full  relief ; 
if  the  falls  were  through  a  dark  wood,  the  scenery  would 

»be  among  the  finest  in  the  world. 
To  Tanrego,'  the  scat  of  Lewia  Irwin,  Esq;  (who  favoured  me 
with  sereral  articles  of  useful  inteltigence)  situated  in  the  haronj 
of  Tyrera,  which  is  twcnty-scYen  miles  long,  and  cultivated  from 
one  ond  an  half  to  three  in  breadth,  by  the  sea  side ;  lets  from 
12i.  to  ITi.  an  acre,  a  little  for  20f.  The  soil  a  light  sandy  loam, 
on  limc-Btone,  one  foot  to  two  deep.  Farms  are  in  general  from 
twenty  to  thirty  acres ;  many  taken  in  partnership,  four  to  eight 
&milies  take  two  hundred  acres. 

1.  Manure  with  wrack  for  potatoes.     2.  Poti'.oei.     3.  Uarley^ 
^4.  Borley.     S.  Oats. 

1.  Potatoes,      2.  Barley.     3.  Oats.     4.  Potatoes  again, 
1.  Potatoes.     3.  Barley.     3.  Oats.     4.  Lay  out  for  gross. 
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No  seeds;  in  one  or  two  years  while  elover  will  come,  if  not  over- 
cropped, For  potatoes,  from  100  to  130  horge  loads  sea  weed, 
mix  no  dung  with  it.  Plant  twelve  pecfca,  each  fi6  lb.  and  get 
twelve  to  twentj  fold,  that  is  144  to  249  pecks.  Of  barlej,  tbef 
get  thirteen  or  fourteen  barrels  per  acre.  Of  oats,  ten  barrela, 
Thej  bum  vast  quantities  of  kelp,  in  the  whole  lioronj,  three 
hundred  tons,  all  in  summer;  in  winter  or  spring  tbc;  manure 
with  it.  The  brown  alga,  which  is  the  more  luxuriant,  and  fuller 
of  the  saponaceoiu  lii^uid,  thcj  don't  manure  with,  thinking 
Btrong  for  the  land,  burning  it  up  as  thej  call  it ;  but  if  they 
would  lay  it  in  heaps  till  rotten,  or  made  composts,  neither  of 
which  the;  ever  do  at  all,  this  would  not  be  the  cone.  Tfaej 
manure  with  it  everj  six  or  aeven  jcurs.  Mr,  Irwin  spreads  it 
in  his  pound  npon  a  Btratum  of  potatoe  stalks,  and  over  both 
of  turf  anil  mould,  for  cattle  to  tread  on  to  manure,  this  i 
most  excellent  practice.  The  mountains  nearest  to  the  sea, 
chiefly  stocked  with  sheep,  aud  farther  in,  with  young  cattle  near 
the  hog.  Upon  a  part  of  these  mountains,  of  three  mites  in 
extent,  whatever  sheep  fee<1,  are  immediately  killed  by  the 
staggers,  and  horses  nfieclcd ;  there  is  a  good  deal  of  lime-atone, 
and  the  land  is  dry,  and  to  a]ipcnraoce,  and  in  fact,  good 
fattens  bullocks;  it  is  attribute):!  to  tlio  lead  mines,  which  this 
part  is  supposed  to  be  full  of.  When  first  affected,  if  brought 
down  to  a  salt  marsh,  it  recovers  them  immediately.  Within  ft 
few  miles  of  Taurego,  is  Glaucsk,'  and  Loch  Alt,  six  to  ten  miln 
broad,  and  twenty  long,  one  continued  chain  of  mountain  and 
bog-  Three-fourths  of  Sligo  bog,  and  uncultivated  monntaln. 
In  the  above  tract,  limc-alone  every  where,  in  some,  lime-stone 
gravel,  aud  a  good  road  runs  through  it ;  in  all  this,  no  cultire- 
tion  or  improvements.  Mr.  Irwin,  upon  a  part  of  this  country) 
tried  about  an  acre  of  boggy,  moory  mountain,  tu  see  if  paring 
and  burning  would  do ;  it  answered  greatly,  and  the  bent  polatoee , 
in  the  country  were  there  next  year.  Lime  he  also  tried,  and 
with  great  success ;  he  did  this  in  order  to  shew  the  pcofile  that 
^leir  wastes  were  improveable. 

Upon  tin:  sua-abore  aro  immense  beds  of  oyster  sheila, 
which  iirc  burnt  into  lime  for  liuilding  and  plListoring,  aa 
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take  niuoli  leas  fuel;  Ihaae  hiUe  revived  no  little 
from  all  the  gentlemeu  of  the  interior  country 
coming  to  the  §e&-coiL8t  to  eat  ojat«rs,  where,  having  filled 
themaelTcs  aufficiently  in  the  momiugs.  they  got  drunk  in 
the  evening;  this  was  in  the  wncivihzed  times.  Moat  of 
the  gentlemen  of  this  country  were  Cromwell's  aoldiers,  and 
Welch  familiea,  Jonea'a,  Morgan's,  Wynn's,  &c.  In 
le  harony  of  Tyrera  flai  is  universiUly  cultivated  j  a  man 
ith  twenty  acres  will  have  a  rood,  which  is  aown  with  five 
giillona  of  seed ;  all  the  femalea  spin,  but  the  number  of 
weavers  ia  inconsiderable.  Waited  down  to  the  coaat  of 
Tanrego,  immediately  opposite  Knocknaree,  which  rises 
very  boldly  ;  the  bay  of  Ballysadore  comes  up  under  it,  and 
Ylanabaolane  ialand,  of  five  or  six  acres,  so  rich,  that  it  will 
fatten  nine  sheep  an  acre ;  it  forma  Sligo  bay. 

To  Sortland,'  the  seat  of  Browne,  Eaq ;   to  whom  I  am 

oblii^ed  for  the  fullowiug  particulars. 

The  barony  of  Tyreragh,  black  mold  on  lime-stone  G  inches  to 
a  foot  deep,  leta  at  1S«.  average.  The  farms  ore  variouB, 
generally  token  in  partncrebip,  which  i»  found  a  most  mischicvouB 
inatoni,  and  deetructive  to  all  good  huabandry,      Tlie  course ; 

1.  Fotatoca  manured  with  sea  weed.  2.  Barley,  produce  IS 
■Jbtirtela.  3.  Oats,  10  barrels.  4.  Oats.  Very  httle  ever  laid 
out  to  grass, 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  Barley.      3.  Oats.      4.  Flax  on  spots. 

The  sea-weed  the  only  manure,  and  they  depend  Entirely  on 
it,  and  apt  to  do  that  too  mach,  neglecting  other  parts  of 
management. 

The  circumstances  of  the  people  are  not  at  all  improved 
in  20  yeara.  they  are  not  better  fed  or  cloathed,  or  in  any 
respect  bettor  off  than  formerly.  Nor  are  they  at  all 
industrious,  even  of  sea-weed  they  do  not  make  one  half 
the  advantage  they  could ;  they  might  get  an  hundred  loads 
where  they  get  one.  They  increase  in  number  very  greatly, 
BO  as  to  be  evidently  ei'owded ;  this  has  boon  the  case  jiar- 
ticalarly  since  inoculation  was  introduced,  which  was  about 
ten  years  ago.  They  live  upon  potatoes  and  milk,  and  for 
,  S  mouths  in  the  year,  on  oatmeal.    Mr.  Browne  ia  convinced 
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from  every  obBerration,  tliat  the  potatooa  are  a  very 
whoIeBome  and  nouriahing  food.  The  linen  manufacture 
conaists  only  in  Bpinning,  which  is  universal  in  all  the 
cabbins,  and  it  fa  so  much,  that  they  are  assisted  by  it  in 
paying  their  rents.  They  earn  3d.  a  day  by  apinning: 
one  lb.  of  flax  for  three  hank  yam  a  woman  ia  4  days 
apinning. 

Within  a  mile  of  Sortland  it  a  rut  bog,  which  stretche*  ten 
miles  in  length,  and  two  or  three  over.  Itis  ablack  one,  16*pit 
deep.  There  are  hillucks  in  it  of  linie-gtone  gravel,  but  Ume- 
itone  is  not  to  be  found  near  it  in  general,  tho'  not  aearcbed  for 
with  any  attentioTi.  It  ia,  however,  bo  cheap  hero  that  any 
improvements  might  be  worked  ;  Mr.  Browne  can  bum  it  at  Sd. 
a  barrel  roach.  He  hires  1100  acres  of  this  bog,  of  Mr.  King,  of 
DatlinB,  at  £4  a  year,  tho'  he  has  not  impmred  it,  has  no  donbt 
of  its  being  iniproveablc,  and  remarks  that  he  never  yet  eaw  a  bog 
that  hod  not  a,  fall  enough  to  drain  by.  In  the  bamny  of 
Tyrerftgh,  there  are  a  Cew  grazing  farmers,  but  not  many.  Mr. 
Nesbit  ia  the  greatest,  he  farms  above  3000  acres.  Not  a  third 
of  the  county  is  bog  and  mountain,  but  more  than  half  Majo  ii 
K>;  average  rent  of  the  whole  county,  exclusive  of  bog  and 
mountain,  I6j.  an  acre.  The  shore  is  a  very  fruitful  one  in  seft 
weed,  which  is  burnt  into  kelp  In  summer;  thej  pa;  a  rent  for 
it  by  the  ton  of  what  they  get. 

From  the  slate  qiiarrj  to  Enniscrone,'  9  miles,  they  make  200 
toni  of  kelp.  The  men  have  IJn.  to20i.  a  ton  fur  serving,  making, 
ftnd  burning,  and  it  sella  at  £2  2j.  There  is  not  half  so  much 
nsed  in  manure  as  in  burning.  It  is  made  all  the  way  from  this 
oountry  to  Galwajr.  Mules,  Mr.  Browne  thinks  superior  to  horsea, 
fbr  oarrjing  back  loads,  hut  much  inferior  in  drawing  ploughs  and 
oars.  They  are  so  long-lived,  that  the  age  is  scarce  ever  asked 
when  they  are  bought ;  they  will  live  in  common,  in  full  work, 
ti  30  jeara.  They  will  also  in  bog,  draw  out  their  legs  infinitely 
hitler,  tho'  they  go  deeper  in.  From  100  ewes,  Mr.  Browne  sella 
100  three  year  old  wethers,  fat,  at  Ids.  to  20s.  also  20  old  ewes  at 
13*.  300  fleeces  at  41b.  at  U.  or  £45.  Buys  in  yearling  bullock ■ 
at  40>.  and  sells  out  at  £7,  gets  thereby  £5  for  keeping  2  year* 
and  a  half.     No  hay  given,  except  in  snow.     He  has  improved 
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twenty  (orea  of  dry  moor  from  heath  ;  it  would  not  yield  any  rent, 
but  now  would  Jet  for  iSa.  an  acre.  The  moor  was  one  foot  deep 
on  lack  cliiy  ;  and  under  that  a  loose  gmvcl,  not  lime-atona. 
Uarleil  it  at  the  rate  of  150  barrels  an  acre,  which  cont  in  labour 
0«.  white  marie  from  under  a  bog  i  spread  it,  and  left  it  for  a  year, 
which  killed  the  heath  effectually,  then  ploughed  it  twice,  and 
took  two  Bncceesive  crops  of  potatoes,  without  dang,  the  first  an 
estrnordinary  one,  the  second  not  bad :  then  two  crops  of  barley, 
which  were  very  good  :  then  oala  two  cropB,  both  very  good,  and 
then  set  it  at  15.1.  an  acre.  If  he  had  ever  such  quantities  of 
auch  laud,  he  would  never  tUt'p  from  the  improvement  of  it,  being 
amazingly  profitable. 

August  the  2?th,  to  Ballyna.'  where  I  eiperienced  the 
moat  polite  reception  from  the  Right  Honoumble  Mr.  King ; 
the  view  o£  the  distant  mountaina  is  very  fine  ;  the  country 
is  almost  encompassed  by  tbem.  Those  of  Donnegal  to  the 
right,  a,  great  ridge,  which  separates  Tyreragh  to  the  left, 
Nephin-uoble  in  the  front,  and  Knockaree  behind.  Many 
kilns  for  drying  com  in  the  road.  Passed  3  miles  of 
pasturage  under  cattle,  before  I  came  to  the  river  leading 
to  Bailyna.  The  views  there  are  very  beautiful,  it  spreads 
in  different  reaches.  That  of  Ballina  ia  uncommonly 
pleasing ;  the  river  a  noble  bend  to  a  few  rising  grounds 
on  which  a  part  of  the  town  is  seen ;  beyond  it  the  bridge, 

id  the  whole  crowned  by  the  Nephin '  mountain,  which 
with  a  magnificent  regidarity  from  its  base,  and  is 
of  the  finest  mountains  I  have  aeen. 

At  Ballyna  is  a  salmon  fishery,  let  for  £520  a  year, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  considerable  in  the  kingdom ; 
generally  seventy  or  eighty  tons  salted,  besides  the  fresh. 
Close  almost  to  this  fishery  is  a  very  pretty,  and  well- 
planted  farm,  belonging  to  Mr.  Jones.  Mr.  Lindsay,  the 
owner  of  this  fishery,  improved  aisteen  acres  of  moor, 
covered  with  heath,  in  the  following  manner :  be  covered 
it  with  lime-atone  gravel,  at  the  eipence  of  30a.  an  acre, 
left  it  two  years,  by  which  time  the  heath  waa  all  dead  ; 
then  ploughed  it  the  end  of  aiunmer,  and  in  a  month 
harrowed  It ;   ploughed  it,  and  harrowed  it  again  after 


a  mountain  over  S,000  feet  high. 
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OhristinaB,  and  in  the  spring  set  it  to  poor  people,  for 
potatoes,  at  ^£4  an  acre  ;  they  pot  a  very  good  crop ;  next 
year  iiloughoJ  it,  and  net  it  for  a  second  crop,  reversing  the 
rid(fea,  at  Ihree  guineas.  After  this  crop,  harley,  and  got 
a  good  crop,  sowing  grass  seeds  with  it. 

Mr.  Gore,  of  BaJIina,  bad  beea  mentioned  t«  me  as  one 
of  the  most  considerable  iu  cattle  of  any  person  in  Con- 
naught  ;  he  was  not  at  home,  but  his  son-in-law,  the  Bight 
Hon.  Mr.  King,  was  so  kind  as  to  procure  mo  the  jiartieularB 
of  his  domain. 


Mr.  Gore's  hroni  of  horned  catt! 
eold  beifers  at  £50  a  piece,  and  nc 
the  breed  uot  ilccliiied,  but  piirchi 
Veftrliiig   bulls   20 


is  lliie.  Somejenra  ago  he 
frolu  ten  to  twenty  guineas, 
era  not  quite  BO  mad  aa  thej 
■    breed  he  got  firom 


Yorkxhire  30  or  40  years  ago.  ilix  breed  of  sheep  Is  also  excel- 
lent, being  mucli  improved  by  rams  from  England.  He  improvea 
innch  nioory  land  and  bog,  generally  10  or  15  ncres  every  year, 
by  lime-atone  gravel  and  marlc.     Average  rent  of  Tyreragh  12«, 

"Walked  in  the  evening  to  a  most  noble  garden,  walled 
and  planted  by  Mr.  King :  it  is  one  of  the  oompletest  I 
have  seen  in  Ireland. 

August  28th,  took  my  dcjiarture  from  Balliiia,  and  waited 
on  the  Bishop  of  Killala.'  I  wished  to  liave  some  informs 
tion  eouccming  that  vast  wild  and  impenetrable  tract  of 
mountam  and  L>og,  the  barony  of  Erris.  His  Lordship  and 
Mr.  Huteheaon  were  so  kind  as  to  give  me  every  particular, 
in  their  power.  The  only  cultivated  part  is  the  ])en  insula 
called  the  Mullet,  where  they  plant  a  good  deal  of  potatoeBj^ 
barley  and  flax,  by  means  of  sea- weed;  and  there  is  ft 
rabbit  warren,  the  skins  of^the  rabbita  yielding  ^100  ft 
year.  The  rest  of  it  is  without  ndtivation,  except  in  small 
patches  here  and  there ;  and  it  is  sup[)0Bcd,  generally 
speaking,  to  be  without  lime-stone  or  lime-stone  gravel,  but 
probably  no  great  search  has  lieen  made  iu  so  dreary  a 
region.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  get  in  or  out  of  it  in 
wintev;  and  very  few  persona  ever  att*?mpt  it  from  No- 
vember to  Easter,  having  impassable  bogs  in  tho  way. 
ITiere  were  8flG  families  in  the  harony  in  17G5,  -100  of 
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H  which  are  inhabitants  o£  the  Mullet :  47  Protestant,  and 
V  849  Popish.  The  bishop  of  TCillala  has  built  a  house  in 
*  the  Mullft  for  a  (.Jergymau,  who  resideB  there  ;  the  living 
ia  between  £50  and  £60  ayoar,  and  40  acres  of  huid,  which 
the  bishop  has  given  from  the  see  lands.  This  may  truly 
be  cftUod  a  sphere  for  content  and  the  philosophic  virluea 
to  exert  thomaelves  in  ;  there  is  not  a  ijost-houae,  market- 
town,  or  justice  of  puace,  in  the  whole  Imrouy,  which  is  also 
the  case  with  another  barony  in  this  coimty,  Coatello.  A 
post-house  and  a  market  arc  excellent  things,  but  a  justice 

I  may  very  well  Im  dispensed  with.  There  are  many  herds  of 
■mall  cattle,  and  some  sheep  kept,  which  are  sold  from 
tlience.  There  is  not  a  tree  in  the  whole  barony  of  Erris ; 
s  man  going  out  of  it  to  ])ay  his  rent,  &c.  his  son  with  him, 
B  lad  of  near  twenty,  when  he  came  near  Eillala,  and  saw 
ft  tree,  "  Lord,  Father  !  what  ia  that  ?  "  But,  bare  of  wood 
U  it  is  at  present,  it  was,  in  the  sylvan  age  of  Ireland, 
completely  covered :  for  in  no  part  of  the  kingdom  ia  there 
found  more  or  larger  in  the  bogs. 

The  barony  of  Tyrawly  is  among  the  best  parts  of  the 
county  of  Mayo  ;  8O0  bullocks,  most  of  them  fat,  are  sold 
from  it  annually  at  Ballynasloe  fair,  which  are  kept  here 
from  being  year-olds,  and  sold  at  £i.  The  quantity  of 
tillage  ia  very  inconsiderable,  but  wliat  there  is,  ia  vastly 
improved  by  the  use  of  sea-weed.  Lands  near  the  sea  let 
at  20«.  which  at  two  miles,  would  yield  but  14*.  merely 
from  being  too  far,  as  they  reckon,  to  carry  the  sea  weed. 
The  poor  people  in  this  barony  are  not  improved  in  their 
circumstances  in  eighteen  years  past,  that  the  bishop  has 
resided  at  Killalla.  There  ia  some  weaving,  so  that  there 
is  scarcely  a  market  at  Ballina,  or  Killala,  without  some 
linens  sold.  Spinning  is  imiversal  in  all  the  cabbins,  but 
the  yam  ia  only  four-bank  yam.  They  spin  and  weave 
wool  enough  to  cloath  themselves,  with  drugget,  yard-wide, 
tor  the  women,  at  le.  a  yard,  and  frize  for  the  men ;  at  a 
alatl,  or  measure,  four  feet  two  inches  long,  and  20  to  28 
inches  wide,  which  sells  from  Is.  1  Id.  to  2s.  id.  Tlieir  food 
is  potatoes,  cockles,  herrings,  and  a  little  meal ;  and  when 
the  potatoea  are  out,  on  oatmeal  only.  Tliey  do  not  all 
keep  cows,  but  the  majority  do,  and  those  who  do  not,  buy 
I  milk.     Beef  Id.  per  lb.  in  autumn,  twenty  years  ago,  now 
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three  half-pencfi.  Tish  very  plentiful  j  I  partook  of  three 
gurnet,  two  mackarel,  and  one  whiting,  at  the  bishop's 
table,  which  his  steward  bought  for  sixpence  balfpeunj, 
enough  to  dine  six  people.  Lobsters  plentiful,  Turbot  3d. 
a  pound.  There  are  150  boats  belonging  to  the  bay  of 
Killala,  or  Moy,  and  to  tho  town,  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five,  five  men  to  a  boat,  the  boat  hoa  a  fifth,  the  nets  two- 
fifthe,  and  the  crew  two-fiftha  ;  the  two-fifths  belonging  to 
the  crew  are  subdivided  into  sixths,  of  which  the  skipper 
has  two.  The  herrings  are  caught  near  the  bar,  and  in  the 
river  Moy ;  the  fishery  begins  in  October,  and  lasts  only 
two  or  three  weeks.  They  judge  of  the  shoal  being  there 
by  the  gejit,  a  bird  that  pursues  the  fish  ;  they  sometimes 
get  each  boat  10.000  herrings,  which  is  a  full  load,  but  this 
is  very  rare,  in  general  a  good  night's  work  is  from  3,000 
to  5,000,  and  the  price  is  from  thirteen  pence  to  two  and 
sixpence,  the  medium  Is.  8d.  per  hundred,  or  16s.  8d.  per 
thousand  ;  consequently  a  night's  work  £2  10s.  The  boat 
is  4  ton,  and  costs  -€20  and  tho  nets  .£10.  Seven  share  of 
nets  to  each  boat,  each  share  sixty  yards  long,  and  four 
fathom  deep,  eight  score  mesh.  The  nets  are  all  made 
here  ;  the  poor  people  use  flax,  but  others  use  hemp ;  they 
bark  them,  but  none  tar  and  oil.  The  fishery  was  once 
much  more  considerable  than  at  present,  There  is  no  ship 
belonging  to  this  port;  they  ha^  one,  but  that  wicked 
fellow,  Thurot,  took  her,  and  quite  unshipped  the  harbour, 
August  29th,  took  my  leave  of  the  good  Bialiop.  to 
whom,  and  his  son,  Mr.  Hutcheaon,  I  am  obliged  for  thn 
preceding  particulars  and  many  civilities.  Breakfofited 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Garrat.  at  Foxford  ; '  passed  over  some 
very  fine  reddish  sandy  loams,  till  I  came  to  a  hill,  from 
whence  an  extensive  tract  of  bog  ia  seen. 

Bents  about  Foxford  ate  \2t.  for  cultivated,  ar&hle,  and 
puture,  and  thence  to  Coatle-bar '  the  same.  From  Foxford  to 
Tubbercurr;  sixiccn  miles  of  bod  countrr ;  tbc  best  of  the 
cultivated  land  Ut.  some  at  as.  and  lOs.  but  these  rents  are  only 
the  improved  spots :  they  are  improving  the  moors 
very  fast,  p&rticnlarlf  the  estates  of  Rlr.  Rutleilgc  and  Lyncb. 


'  Foiford.  on  the  ri 
'  CssItebsT,  CO.  M&ro. 


r  Uoy,  CO.  Msjo. 


1776.]  CASTLE-BAR.  249 

is  done  with  white  marie  from  under  bogs.  It  must  not  be 
imagined  that  when  I  speak  of  moiiiitainB  and  moors  in  Majo,  or 
Its  wild  baronj  Errig,  tliat  l.hesc  lands  yield  no  rent  i  they  are  let 
in  the  lump,  and  applied  to  feeding  cattle.  Thcj  put  on  two 
jenr-old  bulloclcB,  aud  keep  tliem  till  full  three,  when  thej  bring 
them  to  the  good  grounds,  and  IVom  thence  lake  them  to 
Balljnosloe.  These  mountains  will  not  do  for  year-olds.  Some 
of  them  are  unhealthy  for  cattle;  for  if  they  are  left  more  than  a 
month  or  six  weeks  on  them,  they  are  disordered  with  lumps  on 
their  joints,  so  that  they  cannot  rise  from  the  ground  ;  yet  at 
the  xame  time  shall  be  in  good  order ;  it  disappears  on  a  change  of 
pasture.     Red  deer  run  wild  in  the  moimtaina  of  Erris. 

To  Castle-bar,  over  im  iudifEerent  country,  and  a  vile 
Btoney  road ;  about  tbat  town  the  husbandry  is  admirable. 
They  have  three  customs,  which  I  must  begin  with  ;  first 
they  harrow  by  the  tail,'  item  the  fellow  who  leads  the 
horses  of  a  plough,  walks  backward  before  thorn  the  whole 
day  long,  aud  in  order  to  make  them  advance,  strikes  them 
in  the  feiee  :  their  heads,  I  trow,  are  not  apt  to  turn.  Item, 
they  bum  the  com  in  the  straw,  instead  of  threshing  it. 
Among  their  customa  it  may  be  worth  mentioniug.  that  at 
the  wakes  or  funeral  entertaiumentH,  in  addition  to  the 
circumstances  I  retat«d  at  Castle  Caldwell,  both  meu  and 
women,  particularly  the  latter,  are  hired  to  cry,  that  is,  to 
howl  the  corps  to  the  grave,  which  they  do  in  a  moat  horrid 
manner :'  they  are  not  so  disagreeable,  however,  in  Munster, 
-as  I  was  told.  The  quantity  of  whisky  and  tobacco  con- 
L  Bumed  uixin  these  occasions  is  pretty  considerable.  In  the 
I  lake  of  Castle-bar,  near  that  town,  is  the  char,  and  the 


'  A>  has  ham  noted  above,  an  Act  pruhibitiiig  this  practice  was 
pasted  in  1635. 

'  Cf.  Wettei/'s  Journal,  vol.  iii.  p.  <7.  "  Thm-sday,  May  31,  1J60. 
I  rode  to  Kntncoroiuck.  Tbnro  being  a  great  burying  in  the  aflernoon, 
to  which  people  uaine  froni  all  parts,  Mr.  Lloyd  read  part  of  the  bnrial- 
■ervjce  in  [he  chnrch,  after  whii'h  I  preachmJ  on  The  end  of  all  thuigl 
u  at  hand.  1  was  exceedingly  gjiocked  at  (nbal  t  had  only  heard  of 
before)  'the  Iriili  howl'  whii'h  followed.  It  was  not  n  sone,  as  I 
supposed,  but  a  dismal,  inarliculale  yell,  set  up  at  the  grave  by  Tour 
■hrilJ'Voiced  women,  who  {we  underslcxid)  were  h  [red  for  that  purpose. 
.  I  saw  not  one  that  shed  a  tear ;  fcr  Ibnt,  it  seems,  was  not  in  ihcir 
I  bargaiti." 


I 
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Oillaroo  trout  with  gizards,  and  it  is  remarkabk  that  there 
are  no  pike  in  the  lakes  of  this  country. 

Land  lists  at  ISi.  to  20x.  cultivated,  both  [^ruBS  and  amble: 
town  parka  40j.  The  moiintainB  are  reclatininn  bj  lime-Btone 
Band  atid  gravel ;  it  la  the  common  cotturs  who  do  it.  There  &r« 
more  than  500  afUdaTita  sent  to  the  Dublin  Society  upon  thit 
account,  in  which  I  was  told  tbey  ore  apt  to  lie  deceived,  as  well 
as  in  the  coni  standings.  There  arc  vcrj'  large  farma  ia  thi) 
neighbourhood,  even  np  to  f  2000  a  year :  hiit  all  the  greot  one* 
are  Btnck  farmB,  and  most  or  the  ti]la<,'c  of  the  country  is  per- 
formed by  little  fellows,  cottars,  and  tenants  to  these  large 
farmers.  Eight  or  nine  years  ago  tliere  were  no  linens  here,  but 
DOW  300  piecen  arc  sold  in  a  week,  SOOlootns  are  employed  in  the 
town  and  neighlionrhood,  yet  great  (|iiantitiea  of  yam  are  sent 
oE  The  town,  which  belongs  to  Lord  Lucan,  in  greatly  rising 
from  nianufactureB  :  the  honses  are  well  built,  yet  only  31  years, 
or  3  lives  granted. 

In  the  evening  reached  Weatport,'  Lord  Allamont'a, 
whoso  house  is  very  bearitifully  situated,  upon  a  ground 
rising  gently  from  a  fine  river,  which  makes  two  bold  falla 
within  view  of  his  windows,  and  BhGlt«red  on  each  side  by 
two  large  hanging  woods  ;  behind,  it  has  a  very  fine  view 
of  the  ha.j,  with  several  headlEmda  projecting  into  it,  one 
beyond  another,  with  two  or  three  cultivated  islands,  and 
the  whole  bounded  by  the  great  mountain  of  Clara  *  Island, 
and  the  vast  region  of  Crow- Patrick,'  on  the  right;  from 
the  hill  above  the  wood,  on  the  right  of  the  house,  is  a  view 
of  the  bay,  with  several  islands,  bounded  by  the  hummocltB,- 
and  Clatn  Island,  with  Crow  Patrick  immediat«ly  riHing 
like  the  superior  lord  of  the  whole  territory,  and  looking' 
down  on  a  groat  region  of  other  mountains  tliat  stretch  into 
Joyce's  country. 

In  Lord  Altamont  I  foimd  an  improver,  whoso  workB 
deserved  the  closest  attontion ;  he  very  n-adily  favoured 
me  with  the  following  account : — 

rove  moiintuin  lind  in  lytiS,  and  lifls  every  I 
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!  done  some,  making  it  A  rula  to  emploj  whatever 
ibonrers  offer  for  work.  All  of  it  covered  with  heath,  (eTica 
i>)  and  the  soil  on  the  surface  moor  ;  would  let  for  two 
■hillings  an  acre  fur  tinning  joung  cattle  on,  the  only  uic  to  which 
B  Applied. 

EXPEBIMENT,    No.   1. 

Improved  a  picee  of  mountain  land,  of  the  above  dcBcription, 

Wij  spreading  lime-stone  aand.     (N.B.    The  marlc  culled  here 

^  mad,  h  what  I  have  generally  found  under  the  <lenomi nation  of 

lime-Btonc  ^aeel;  the  atones  in  it  are  of  the  afze  of  a  man'e 

double  flst,  it  is  clayey,  and  very  hard  bound  together  in  the 

atratum ;  the  harder  to  raise,  the  better  it  ia.      It  has  a  strong 

fermentation  with  ncida.)      Spread  the  sand  on  the  heath,  and 

left  it  for  one  year;  at  the  expence  of  £1  U,  dunged  it,  and 

planted  potatoes ;  found  great  dilliculty  in  digging  it,  from  the 

roota  of  a  kind  of  grass,  like  a  rush,  called  keeb  don,  in  English, 

black  keeb.     The  crops  very  bad.     Dunged  it  the  year  following 

for  oatB ;  the  crop  very  fine,  and  repealed  them  the  next  year. 

Left  the  oat  stubble,  and  it  covered  itself  so  with  good  natural 

.   grass,  that  the  nest  year  mowetl  a  crop  of  hay,  and  the  same  two 

L  j'ears  more.   Finding  it  not  well  reclaimed,  from  having  ploughed 

o  soon  after  the  sanding,  gave  it  a  new  manuring  at  nearly 

e  same  expence  ;   did  not  plough  it  any  more,  but  such  of  the 

'  ad  not  sunk  of  themBelves,  were  beat  in  with  mallets, 

i  the  eipence  of  2«.   Grl.  an  acre,  in  order  to  smooth  it  for 

r  Mowing.      This  was  very  practicable,  haviog  two  apits  of  boggy 

Blurf  on  the  surface.     Ever  since  it  has  been  excellent  meadow, 

(.vorth  £1  2*.  Sd.  an  acre. 

EzpaaiUBRT,  No.  2. 
In  1764,  improved  another  piece,  sanding  it  at  40j.  an  acre, 
l~ owing  to  the  distance ;  left  it  two  years  on  the  land,  and  then  set 
I  It  at  40«,  to  the  poor  people  for  potatoes  ;  after  which  took  three 
V.  noble  crops  of  oats,  Then  left  to  grass,  and  the  first  year  mowe^ 
f%  great  crop,  and  set  it  for  I63.  an  acre. 

ElPEBlMENT,    No.   3. 

In  1765,  began  with  fifty  acres  more  of  mountain  land,  but  full 
L«f  heath.     First  drew  olT  the  stones,  and  made  a  wall  round 
|r^  feet  high,  and  the  stones  not  wanted  for  this,  threw  down  the 
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river,  some  of  which  were  so  large  that  it  took  sixteen  bullocki 
to  draw  tliem.  Exjience  30j.  an  acre,  besides  Is.  Gd,  a  perch  for 
the  wull.  Dug  niid  burnt  it,  and  spread  the  a^hai,  £2  2*.  aa 
acre  ;  it  was  before  too  rough  and  coarse  to  plough.  Then 
ploughed  it  with  bullocks,  and  Bowed  rape  ;  the  crop  middling, 
where  the  ashes  were  jellow,  good,  where  while,  bad ;  seeded. 
the  rape,  and  then  dug  it,  and  limed  it,  1G0  liorrcls  an  acre, 
would  not  use  lime  bad  not  the  hiU  been  too  steep  to  lead  gravel 
up :  he  had  nineteen  lime-kilna  burning  at  once.  Upwn  thii 
liming  ploughed  for  oats  i  the  erop  tolerably  good.  A  aecond 
crop  of  Data,  which  were  verj  dae,  and  then  let  it  run  to  graaa ; 
let  it  at  15*.  an  acre.  Observed  that  the  burning  brought  up  A 
great  quantity  of  rushes,  which  had  not  appeared  belbre. 

ExPEBIMENt,    No.  4. 

Another  considerablB  piece,  where  tnrf  had  been  cut,  was 
manured,  part  with  linie-stone  sand, and  port  with  mortar  rubbish, 
and  another  with  graulagh,  or  coraline  ahctlj  sand  ;  the  expence 
each  about  £1  S».  9d,  an  acre.  Ploughed  it  and  burnt  it,  and 
sowed  it  with  tiimeps :  a  very  noble  crop.  Drew  the  turnepa, 
and  fed  them  in  a  pasture.  The  spring  following  planted  it  with 
potatoes  without  ony  other  manure,  and  the  crop  much  the  greatest 
ha  ever  aaw  in  his  life ;  from  one  stalk  had  143  {potatoes,  then 
took  three  crops  of  oats,  which  all  proved  exceedingly  good.  Tho 
block  Frizeiand  oat,  and  the  tiecond  crop,  yielded  '28  barrels  an 
acre,  each  14  etoue.  Sowed  Dutch  clover  with  the  laat  crop,  and 
could  let  it  at  20«.  an  acre. 

EXFBKIUENT,    No,  S, 

Another  piece  of  heath  mountain,  not  entirely  dry,  worth  I«. 
an  acre,  manured  very  richly  with  lime-atone  enud,  and  at  the 
expence  of  30i.  an  acre,  and  lefl  so  without  any  other  improve- 
ment. In  three  years  it  was  worth  5s.  in  eight  years  lOl.  AD 
acre,  and  in  twelre years  £l  1«.  and  so  has  remained. 

EXFGKIHBM,  Xo.  6. 

Another  piece,  worth  five  gliillingB  an  acre,  was  sanded  at 
£1  2j.  9d.  which  was  led  three  years  on  it,  and  then  planted  with 
potatoes,  by  the  country  people,  who  paid  £3  IOj.  an  acre. 
After  which  it  was  sown  thrice  with  oats,  the  crops  very  good,  left 
for  meadow,  and  let  it  at  30«.  an  acre. 
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-  piece,  at  £1  Bi,  left  it  tliiee  jcurs,  and 
plougbed  it  up  io  drj  weatber,  in  Moy ;  left  it  till  after  wlieat 
Bowing,  and  tben  cross -ploughed  it,  anil  in  the  spring  barrawed 
it  witb  great  ox  barrown,  and  planted  it  with  potatoes ;  after 
which  two  crops  of  oatB,  great  crops,  aud  then  left  it  for  grass. 
Worth  immediately  £1  2i.  Sd.  aa  acre. 

A  ciirragb  of  one  hundred  acres,  thut  is  a  wet  qiiakiug  bog, 
which  will  not  do  for  turf,  with  a  long  sedgj  grass  on  it.  Part  of 
a  farm  at  £30  a  year,  Lord  Altamont  took  into  bia  bands,  with 
of  the  tenant ;  he  drained  it  to  the  amount  of  £30  at 
7d.  a  perch,  five  feet  deep,  and  ten  feet  wide ;  this  simple  thing 
unproved  it  so  much,  that  without  anj  other  improvemont,  heiel 
U  to  the  Game  tenant,  at  £70  a  year.  Made  perfectly  Bound,  lo 
that  bullocks  of  S  cwt.  could  graze  ou  it. 

Upon  the  whole.  Lord  Altamoot  is  of  opinion,  from  a  variety 
of  experience,  that  the  best  method  of  breaking  up  beatby  moan- 
tain  land,  is  by  manuring  with  lime-stone  snnd,  to  the  tbickiieis 
of  an  inch,  which  at  present  costs  £1  lU.  6d.  per  acre.  Ksaod 
is  not  to  be  had,  then  the  white  marie  from  under  moory  bottoms ; 
and  if  there  is  none  of  that,  tben  lime.  Objects  to  lime,  aa  it 
brings  the  land  infallibly  to  moss,  which  ts  so  powerful  aa  to 
choak  the  grasses,  but  marie  is  an  exceUent  manure.  To  leave 
it  for  three  years,  or  till  daisies  (bellis)  and  white  clover  (tri- 
folium  repeia)  appear,  tben  to  plough  it  in  May  or  June,  and 
Again  in  autumn  ;  and  in  the  spring  to  plant  potatoes,  in  the 
common  trenching  way,  and  after  the  potatoes,  wotdd  sow  oats 
luccessively,  till  the  chickweed  {aUine  media)  appears,  which  is  a 
sign  that  the  tillage  has  so  inriched  the  land,  that  the  crops  will 
be  too  great,  and  then  leave  it  for  grass.  This  is  what  he  has  on 
experience  found  to  be  the  best  way.  If  sea-weed  is  plentiful,  be 
would  manure  the  potatoes  with  it,  and  then  would  have  the  first 
crop  barley  instead  of  oats.  A  large  portion  of  thc»e  mountains 
are  wet,  owing  to  the  lack  clay  ;  but  the  potato  trenches  break  it, 
and  let  off  the  water ;  after  which  the  land  settles  by  degrees, 
and  becomes  perfectly  dry.  There  are  great  tracts  of  many 
miles  extent  of  heath  mountain  in  this  neighbourhood  which  are 
capable  of  the  above  improvements. 
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To  shew  whal  ihe  adraDtagc  woalil  be  of  doing  it  on  a 
perfuut  and  extensile  acHle,  I  sliall  caiculuU  a  sqiiarp 
ID  le  of  BLK  hundred  and  'fortj  acres  iiicloied  in  aixt;- 
fuur  diiiaionn,  Ion  acrea  I'acli.  Biid  l!ie  walla  would 
■mouiilloB,760  perches,  twoiiiile»ofroiid,iit£50     .  100     0     0 

Lord  Allamonl  lias  found  tbat  his  valla  of  aii  feet  hij^b, 
two  feet  and  a  half  wide  at  boliom,  and  sixteen  incites 
at  top,  built  dry,  cost  him  on  an  averagu,  Sa,  a  purcli 
Tunning-niuaauro,  of  21  feet,  intluditig  all  uxpeiicca, 
5,760  at  (bat  rale IU2  10     0 

Forty  gales  of  iron,  at  fiOi.  Piera,&c.&c  £G     ....        SOO    D    0 

Of  woud,  they  cosi  £i  complels. 

Teu-acre  diviaioni  would  LvinplGtely  i^lcar  [bu  land  of 

Sanding  at  £1  lis.  6d.  an  acre 93*    ■ 

£27SG  I 
Loft  for  ihr«i  years'  iulereat  of  £1,000  to  begin  with  for 

Ibat  time,  at  £6  per  cent ISO    0    0 

This  is  an  unfair  charge;  Lord  Allatnont  observed 

that  the  iiBproied  ralue  wunld  more  tlian  pay  il. 

Tctl  rnnn-housos,  tvilb  offices,  at  £50  each 

Total  firit  impcovenient £3-106  10    0 

Tlie  potatoes  will  pay  tlicir  own  i?x)>cncc»>,  Bn<l  40<.  an  a 
profit.    The  uroyis  of  oats,  on  an  average,  40t.  an  acre  profit,  after 
pa}'tng  oU  their  own  expenccs.      Lord  Altamont  could  liare 
price  M  rent,  for  liberty  to  sow  theni. 

Profit  by  potatoes 12B0    0    0 

Ditto  on  oaU,  three  crops,  at  40; 3840    0    0 

SI30     0     0 
Deduct  seien  years'  inlcrcst  at  C  per  csiit.  on  £3,400      .      14^8 

Neat  profit 369a  1 

Original  a K|jence 3406  10    0 

Profit £281  1 

Lei,  OD  an  aYerage,  at  ISi.  an  acre,  which  is  what  Lord 
Altamont  is  clear  is  the  loweiit  price  it  can  be  reckoned 
at,  it  is  per  ann 480 

An  income  of  £480  is  created  without  eipencc.      Tlii»  for  K 
landlord  :  if  hired  at  2*.  sn  acre,  tho  Hoconnt  will  be  the  sac 
except  the  dei^ui-lioa  of  Ihat  for  rent.      I  forgot  to  obaerre,  tl 
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^^BtrlieD  the  iicatli  die.i,  vrh!ub  it  ilocs  in  tltrce  years,  tben  daisieB 
^^P^ipev,  Bud  white  clover,  nhicli  are  eigne  that  the  lutd  is  fit  for 
^*  enlture.  Tlierc  ia  sometliiiig  very  extraordinary  in  this  circum- 
Blance,  ttitt  layiugon  &  powerful  matiure  for  cultivated  vegctuLIca, 
ihould  prove  poison  to  the  Apontaneoua  growth.  It  ia  only  to  bo 
Bccounted  for  by  aiippoaing  that  the  heath  is  nourished  by  an 
acid  in  the  eoil,  which,  being  neutralized  by  the  sicali,  is  no  longer 
tlie  food  of  that  plant,  after  wbicb  it  dies  for  want  of  ita  usual 
■npport.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  all  the  wild  mountaitia  in 
tliia  country  have  marks,  and  to  a  great  height  of  former  culture, 
mounds  offences,  and  the  ridges  of  the  plough.  Lord  Al  tamo  nt'a 
great-grandfather  found  the  estate  a  continued  forest;  in  1650, 
those  woods  were  of  much  more  than  a  century  growth,  so  that  no 
cultivation  could  have  been  hero  probably  of  300  years.  There 
is  a  tradition  in  the  country  that  it  was  depopulated  by  the  plague, 
and  upon  that  the  wood  sprung  up  which  formed  those  forests. 
At  present,  there  ia  no  wood  on  any  ofthehilla,  except  imme- 
diately about  Westport, 

I  observed,  besides  this  great  range  of  mountain  improvement, 
that  Lord  Altamont  prosecutes  various  parts  of  husbandry  with 
much  spirit.  He  has  been  at  great  expences  in  introducing  the 
best  breed  of  English  cattle.  I  had  no  slight  pleaaurc  in  seeing 
great  compoats  funned  of  dung  and  earth,  and  sea  ore,  well  mixed 
together,  and  then  carried  into  hia  nieadows.  Stands  were  also 
building  for  corn  stacks,  and  under  them  standings  for  cowa  or 
oxen,  and  vaulta  for  potatoes:  they  are  executed  in  the  most 
pertect  manner.  A  sort  uf  oat  he  has  introduced  into  cultivation, 
A  few  grains  of  which  he  got  by  accident,  cultivated  them  carefully 
in  driUs,  and  baa  got  a  large  quantity  now.  They  are  of  so  great 
1  body  that  he  calla  them  Patagonion  oota,  He  favoured  me  with 
a  few  for  seed.  In  introducing  the  linen  manufacture,  hia  Lord- 
•hip  has  made  great  exertions.  He  found  it  to  consist  principally 
in  spinning  flax,  which  was  sent  out  of  the  country,  without  any 
looms  in  it,  except  o  very  few,  which  worked  only  for  their  own 
use.  In  order  to  establish  it,  he  built  good  houses  in  the  town 
of  Westport,  and  let  them  upon  very  reasonable  terms  to  weavers, 
e  them  looms,  and  lent  them  money  to  buy  yarn,  and  in  order 
lecure  them  from  manufacturing  goods,  which  they  should  not 
[  ha  able  readily  to  sell,  he  constanlly  bought  all  they  could  not 
r  mU,  which  for  some  years  waa  all  they  made  ;  but  by  degrees,  aa 
se,   buyers  came  in,  "o  that  lie  lias  foriome 
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time  not  bought  an;  great  quantilj.  The  first  jesr,  1779, 
bonghtaa  much  as  cost  liim  £200;  thenexl  year,  1773,  £700;  tbs 
next,  1774,  as  much  la  £2,000:  nnd  in  1775,  nhove  £4,000  worth 
and  thin  year,  1 776,  the  numher  of  bujei^  hariDg  much  iucreued, 
he  will  Dot  lay  out  any  more  than  £4,000,  the  same  as  last  year. 
This  year  he  baa  also  given  such  enconragement  as  to  induce  « 
person  to  build  and  estahlish  a  blcach-grecn  and  milL  Tbs 
progress  of  this  manufacture  has  been  prodigious,  for  at  firat 
Lord  Altamont  was  the  only  buyer,  whercBS  for  two  years  poat 
there  has  not  been  less  than  £10,000  a  year  laid  out  at  thia 
market  in  linen  ;  yet  with  all  this  increase,  they  do  not  yet  wears 
a  tenth  part  of  the  yarn  that  is  nputi  in  llie  neighbourhood.  Tbfl 
linens  made  are  all  coarse,  generaily  8  to  1,100,  from  9d.  to 
U.  \d.  a  yard.  They  are  double  webs  of  42  yards  and  upwards, 
and  3*2  inches  wide;  and  they  earn  Ij.  a  day  by  weaving  it,onaa 
average  of  workmen.  It  is  of  2^  to  3^  hank  yam,  and  tbs 
spinners  earn  two-pence  halfpenny  to  three-pence  halfpenny  a 
day  by  spinning  it.  The  price  of  it  has  been  in  S  years  graduallj 
rising  from  four-pence  to  seven-pence  a  Lank.  All  of  it  is  spaa 
of  flai  raise<l  in  the  country. 

The  poor  in  general  lire  on  potatoes  and  milk  9  months  out  of 
the  12,  the  other  3  months  bread  and  milk.  All  of  lliem  liara 
one  or  two  cows  ;  liah  is  exceedingly  plentiful,  particularly  oyster! 
for  I(.  a  cart  load,  and  sand-eein,  yet  they  eat  none ;  herriiigtf 
however,  are  an  article  in  their  food.  In  their  domestic  acaaoiajf 
they  reckon  that  the  men  feed  the  family  with  their  labour  in  the 
field,  and  the  women  pay  the  rent  by  spinning.  The  increase  of 
population  is  very  great.  Lord  Altamont  is  of  opinion  that  tha 
numbers  have  doubled  on  his  estate  in  SO  years. 

The  farms  around  Westport  are  in  general  large,  from  400 
acres  to  4  or  fi.OOO,  all  of  which  are  stock  farms ;  and  tha 
occupieni  re-let  the  cultivated  lands,  with  the  cabbins,  at  a  verj 
increased  rent,  to  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  who  have  a  strong 
ftTersion  to  renting  of  these  tierney  begs.  The  soil  in  general  ii 
a  cold  spewj  stonoy  clay  and  lunm ;  the  best  lauds  in  the 
ooautry  are  the  improved  moors.  Rents  rise  from  2i.  for  heath, 
to  16*.  for  good  land.  Average  St.  about  three-fifths  of  the 
country  unimproved  mountains,  bog  and  Uke.  Great  tracts  of 
mountain,  but  bogs  not  very  extensive.  Clam  island  2,400  acrea, 
at  £300  a  year ;  Achiil  24,000  acres,  at  £200  a  year ;  Bofin  ' 
'  Inntabol&D,  off  the  coMt  of  Oalway. 
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£100  a  year,  and  ia  above  l.QOO  acres.  It  btIong«  to  Lord 
CUnrickanl.  The  course  nf  Utis  country,  1.  FoUto«B,  mimured 
with  sea-weed ;  lliia  is  so  strong  that  they  depend  entirely  on  it, 
and  will  not  be  at  the  trouble  lo  cartj  out  their  own  dunghills. 
On  (he  shore,  towards  Joyce's  country,  they  actually  let  their 
duaghilli  accumalale,  till  C/iei/  become  such  a  nuUance,  that  they 
noBt  their  eabhint  in  order  to  get  from  Ihcm.  A  lo»i  of  wrack  is 
worth,  at  least,  six  loads  of  dung.  They  do  not  take  hairwhet  is 
thrown  in.  On  the  shore,  open  to  the  Atlantic,  there  is  a  leather 
■ort  of  aiga,  which  comes  in  in  the  spring.  The  kelp  weed  grows 
only  where  it  is  sheltered.  The  coast  of  Lord  Altamont's  domaio 
and  islands  let  for  £100  a  year  for  making  kelp. 

1.  Potatoes.     2.  Barley      3.  Oats.     4.  Oats. 

1.  Potatoes.     2.  Barley.     3.  Oats.     4.  Flax. 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  liarley.     3,  Data. 

Potatoes  they  measure  by  the  barrel  of  12  cwt.  and  iu  each 
barrel  16  pecks  of  three  quarters  each.  They  plant  10  bushels, 
,  of  3  cwt.  each,  at  the  avcraji;e  price  of  I2i.  a  barrel,  or  1j. 
B'pei  cwt. 

Eipence  of  cat  acre. 

I  HaniuKii^  wiih  Bca  weed 110 

\  Bent 080 

I  Coanty  cesa  and  pariah  i-liarges 0      1      U 

I  8e«d I   10    0 

[  Planting,  3D  tncn  a  day 0  15     0 

t  KiOTelliog,  10  dilto 05O 

[  Weedlnfc,  a  ditto Olti 

C  Taking  ap,  and  carrying  homo.  60  mon 1  10    o 

F  Borling,  kc.  3  men 0      1      ti 

I  £b  \i     a 

\  They  will  not  carry  sfla  weed  above  a,  mile  )  if  dung  ia  uaeil, 

■■  )  expencB  will  be SaO 

I  Twenry  bancU,  or  twelve  lona,  at  IBs 12     0    0 

I  KxpencM a  13     0 

Profit £6     7     0 


A  man,  his  wife,  i 


ad  fuur  children,  i 
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every  week ;  in 

IT  CWt.  thlB  i»  ju 


I  weeks,  tberefure,  thej  eat  I17cwt.  or  3  toiii 
half  an  aore  for  the  fBmily.  Of  ontmeal,  the 
is  a  quart  of  oatnieHl  a  <1&j  for  n  lubuurer. 
ftii  18  allowed  that  quantity,  nnd  6  quarts  of 
butler  milk  a  day,  or  as  much  boHay  clobber.  To  explain  what 
this  IB  I  must  observe,  that  they  set  the  milk  three  days  for  th« 
cream  to  rise,  and  iiavinn;  then  skimmed  it,  the  milk  that  reniaitia 
IB  u  tbick  as  blamange,  and  as  sour  as  vinegar,  and  this  is  bonnjr 
clobber. 

Of  barley  they  sow  G  pecks,  caeh  21  quarts,  and  the  crop  is 
generally  from  20  to  30  fold,  or  at  25  it  ia  160  pecks.  Of  oati 
they  sow  a  barrel  of  24  stone  per  acre,  and  they  get  6  sneli 
barrels.  Of  flax  tbey  sow  40  gallong,  aitd  it  will  sell  in  commoQ 
on  the  foot  at  £8 ;  tbey  find  that  it  enriches  the  laud.  Ko  wheAt 
sown  but  by  gentlemen  for  their  own  consumption.  They  bum 
their  com,  inalead  of  Ihreahing  it.  The  grazing  system  is  gencrallj 
the  succession,  buying  in  at  year  olds,  or  if  the  lands  are  very  bad, 
two  year  olds ;  keep  them  till  four  year  olds,  and  then  sell  tben 
lean  at  Ballinasloe.  They  give  lOi.  6d.  to  £3  IOj.  for  yearlings ; 
average  40a.  For  two-year  olds,  they  give  £3.  They  sell  for 
£6  what  they  pave  £2  and  for  those  they  gave  £3  they  will  soil 
al  four-year  olds  for  £6.  They  keep  but  few  sheep,  but  geoe- 
rally  buy  y car-old  wethers  ;  haggtrills  in  May,at8ii.to10(.  each, 
shear  them  and  turn  to  the  mountains ;  bring  them  on  to  their 
arable  lands  in  winter,  shear  ihetn  again  the  following  year,  and 
send  them  to  the  muuntaiu  a^'oin,  and  in  the  following  summer 
shear  again,  jiutting  ttieni  on  tbeir  best  pastures,  and  selling  fftt 
at  fialliuasloe,  at  \5i.  or  16'.  their  fleeces  5  lb,  at  Ii.  a  pound. 
dairies,  as  far  as  ten  or  twelve 


I 


employed  fc 


1  wenty  years  ago  ci 


■a  were  lett  for  I  c 


g  the  calf.     Very  few 


of  butter  for   the  year,  and  r 
kept,  and  of  a  bad  kind. 

They  plough  all  with  horses,  four  in  a  plough,  dirocteda 
by  a  man,  walking  backwards,  who  to  make  them  moval 
forward,  strikes  the  heasta  in  tbo  face.  Young  colts  tbe^  1 
harrow  with  by  the  tail.  Twelve  horses  are  necessary  for^ 
one  hundred  acres  in  tillage.  They  winnow  their  c 
the  road,  and  lot  the  wind  blow  away  the  chaff. 


^"  Rin(n>tn 
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igularitiea  of  Mayo  husbandry. — Eagles.— Holy  mount. —Tusm. — 
MoniTa. — Mr.  French  on  bog-recluioiing. — He  inlraducet  linen  nanu- 
factaafe. — Tree    pi  Bating, — Gal  way. — Son    fishery. — Mr.     Franth    at 

WoodlawD. — His  methods  of   bog    iBiprorement Mr.    Gregiiry    al 

Siliartui. 

LORD  AIT  AMONT  mentioned  deacriptive  of  Mayo  hua- 
baadry.  Acts  of  Parliament  to  prevent  their  pulling 
the  wool  oS  their  aheep  by  hand;  burning  their  corn;  ploi^h- 
ing  by  the  tail.  In  hiring  and  atocting  farmg,  the  common 
computation  JB,  three  rents  for  a  grazing  one.  Land  selk 
at  twenty-one  and  twenty-two  years'  purchase,  at  rack  rent. 
Bents  have  fallen  within  five  years,  Is.  in  the  poimd  ;  they 
are  at  present  on  a  balance,  with  a  tendency  to  rise. 
Tythes  are  compounded  in  the  lump.  Leases,  three  Uvea, 
or  thirty-one  years ;  also  twenty-one  years.  Much  land  let 
to  those  who  re-let.  The  rents  in  Mayo  are  trebled  in 
forty  years.  No  emigrations.  Farms  are  generally  let  in 
partnership,  but  the  term  M-andale '  not  known.  Labour 
generally  done  by  cottars,  who  have  land  let  to  them,  or 
grass  for  cows,  under  agreement  to  work  for  the  landlord. 
Provisions,  which  the  poor  eat,  not  risen,  but  butcher's 
meat  doubled.  They  pluck  their  geese  alive  every  year. 
All  carria^  done  by  horses  with  baskets :  the  bottoms  of 
which  fasten  with  sticks,  and  let  out  the  load.  The 
industry  of  the  people  very  much  increased ;  an  astonishing 
change  in  industry,  sobriety,  &c.  and  are  in  much  better 
circumstances  in  every  respect,  than  twenty  years  t^o. 
They  have  a  practice  common  among  them,  which  shews  an 
increasing  civility,  in  the  change  from  Irish  names  to 
English  ones.  Even  surnames,  for  instances  Stranaghan, 
Irish  for  bird»,  which  they  call  themselves.  Marhihav, 
Irish  for  a  nder,  which  name  they  take;  Ctdlant,  Irish  for 
a  whelp,  which  name  they  assume ;  others  call  themselves 
CoUitu.     Conree,  Irish  for  a  iting,  which  they  call  tbem- 

'  See  above,  p,  150, 
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aelvea;  Euddery,  a  knight,  and  aia.Tiy  othera.  Amon^Lord 
Altatnont'a  labourers,  is  one  Mowbray  Seymour;  bis  great-j 
prandfiitlier  was  paster- worker  of  the  Mint  at  London, 
There  are  raanv  Mortimers,  Piercys,  Ac.  and  within  a  few 
years,  a  Plantagenet,  in  the  county  oE  Sligo.  Eagles 
abound  very  much  iu  thia  country,  and  do  great  mischief, 
by  carrying  away  lambs,  poultry,  &c.  they  also  wat«h  tba 
Balmon  jumping,  and  seize  them  even  out  of  the  water,  bj 
darting  with  that  celerity,  of  which  they  are  such  masters ; 
this  is  80  common,  that  men  with  guns  are  set  to  kill  and 
frighten  them. 

August  30th,  rode  to  Eosshill,  four  miles  off,  a  headland 
that  projects  into  the  bay  of  Newport.,  from  whieh  there  is 
a  most  beautiful  view  of  the  bay  on  both  sides  ;  I  counted 
thirty  islands  very  distinctly,  all  of  them  cultivated  under 
com  fmd  potatoes,  or  pastured  by  cattle.  At  a  distanca, 
Clara  rises  in  a  very  bold  and  picturesque  stile;  on  ths 
left.  Crow  Patrick,  and  to  the  right,  other  mountains.  It 
is  a  view  that  wants  nothing  but  wood. 

August  Slst,  to  Newbrook,'  over  a  various  country,  part 
waste,  and  much  cultivated.  About  Caetle-Burk,  the  road 
crossed  a  most  remarkable  stoney  natural  pavement, 
regularly  surroimded  with  grass  trenches,  all  on  a  flat. 
Passed  the  ruins  of  a  very  fine  abbey ;  reached  Holy- 
mount,'  Mr.  Lindsay's,  a  Tery  considerable  grazier;  about 
which  place,  the  soil  is  in  general,  a  stoney  clay,  from  aix 
inches  to  two  feet  deep,  on  limestone  gravel ;  it  is  quite 
dry  sound  land,  and  the  stones  are  lime-stone. 

Lets  from  12(.  to  lUt.  an  acre.  Faritis  are  very  extensive,  up  j 
to  three  or  four  thousand  acres,  all  slock  ones,  with  perl' 
re-let  to  cottars,  who  are  the  principal  arable  meu  bore.  They 
are  in  the  siicccBsion  way,  buying  in  jcar-oldii  at  40*.  keep  tbcin 
till  three  or  four-jear  olds,  Bomelimca  only  keep  them  two  years, 
they  pay  about  20i.  per  annum,  on  a  medium.  They  arc  Bold,  at  , 
whatever  age,  for  stores  to  the  graziers  in  the  rich  coiintrieB. 
Another  syBteni  is,  to  buy  in  cows  in  May,  at  £2  l-2i.  Gd.  to  £S 
and  mnke  about  £1  lOa.  proSt.  A  cow  will  take  an  acre;  but 
there  will  be  an  after-grass,  worth  5).  on  acre,  for  sheep.     The 
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kfllieep  sjBtera  is  brecdmg  and  wdiiag  three-jetr  old  wetlien  fat, 
the  wool,  and  the  culled  ewcc.  Above  hitlf  the  countj  bog, 
mnuntain,  and  lake.  Folding  ahcep,  I  suppose,  will  cume  in  here, 
for  the;  bare  got  very  near  it.  Thej  dnve  their  sheep  to  a  spot 
of  grass,  whieh  thej  let  for  grass  putaloei,  at  £3  10«.  to  £3  an 
acre,  doing  this  at  ni^bt,  till  the  laud  is  well  dunged,  Tbe  crops 
are  eight  Urns  on  au  average ; 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Bere,  if  sanded,  8  to  10  barrels.  3.  Bere. 
4.  Oats,  8  to  10  barrels.  5.  Oals,  8  barrcla.  6.  Outs,  StiarreU. 
7.  Flan.  8.  Wheat.  9.  Sand  for  the  bere,  if  fur  potatoes  the 
Mnd  dues  hurt,  unless  it  lies  two  or  three  years  on  the  grass. 

:'WC.  the  bari-el  of  bere,  the  same,  which  is  surprising,     i  cwt. 

wheat. 

September  1st  to  Tuam;  dined  with  the  Archbiahop.' 
j^ll  this  coimtry  ie  a  good  sound  limo  stone  la.nd,  and 
famous  for  abeep ;  but  upon  enquiry,  I  fouad  it  did  not 
materiallj  vary  from  the  neighbourhood  oE  Holymount,  or 
Moniva,'  whither  1  waa  going  in  the  evening.  Beached 
Mr.  French's,  at  that  place,  to  whose  very  obligiug  attention 
I  am  indebted  for  tbe  following  interesting  particulars :  he 
has  improTed  60  acres  o£  bog,  and  290  of  moor,  which  he 
began  in  the  year  1744.  with  a  great  red  bog,  from  20  to 
30  feet  deep,  so  wet  and  apougy,  that  no  turf,  fit  for  burn- 
ing, could  be  found  to  cut  in  it ;  so  very  wet  and  loose,  that 
a  man  could  not  go  on  it  without  jumping  from  tuft  to 
tuft;  no  heath  on  it,  except  at  the  verge;  the  only  spon- 
taneous growth  red  and  white  moss. 

The  following  account  of  this  great  improvement  Mr. 
French  sent  to  the  Dublin  Society.  It  was  never  published, 
I  insert  it  therefore  with  the  utmost  satisfaction. 


'  This  Archbishop  waa  Jemmet 
*  Monivea  Castle,  co.  Galwaf. 


ranhlaieil  from  Elphin  Ihs 
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Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Dublin  Society,  for  mhich  thty  granted  him 
a  gold  medal. 

MoniTB,  Jan.  24lU,  1769. 
Deab  S:a, 

Altlioiigh  I  have  not  hitherto  applied  for  a  meilnl  or  preminm, 
jet  for  above  twenty  yeara  past,  diir[ng  which  time  the  irorltB 
I  describe  liavc  been  earrjing  on,  I  have  observed  the  ueefnl 
LintB  of  the  Dublin  Siicietj,  tried  manj  experiments  recom- 
mended by  them,  and  liave  followed  their  iustnictione,  which 
have  turned  to  my  pleaitiire,  profit,  and  advantage.  1  observe^ 
that  it  ia  neceesary  to  lay  before  the  Society  the  rjuolity  of  the 
bog,  and  the  method  pursued  in  reducing  it,  but  fear  theie 
patience  may  be  tried  upon  the  present  occasion. 

The  Castle  of  Moniva,  now  part  of  my  dwelling-house,  is  very 
ancient,  and  was  built  for  a  place  of  defence ;  it  stands  upon  a 
dry  gravelly  soil,  which,  like  n  peninsula  of  five  acres,  rna 
between  two  very  high,  red,  deep,  wet  bogs,  impassable  for  any 
beast  of  burden,  very  difficult  even  for  men  to  pass.  The  bog, 
on  the  north  side,  contained  above  13  acres;  the  other,  on  the 
south,  is  of  a  great  extent.  The  ea«t  side  of  the  Castle  was  de- 
fended by  a  deej)  winding  river,  a  few  perch  beyond  which  was  ft 
largo  extent  of  extreme  wet  red  impassable  bog,  so  high  as  to 
prevent,  from  the  lower  rooms  of  my  house,  a  view  of  tha 
country  beyond  it,  and  of  a  great  part  of  an  high  island  of  land 
of  about  l/>  acres,  which  Iny  towards  the  middle  of  the  bog.  A 
large  old  tvood,  which  stands  on  1 1 1  acres,  in  a  sewi-circular  form, 
partly  round  a  lawn  of  TO  acres,  upon  a  gentle  rising  dry  ground, 
defended  the  west  of  the  Castle.  The  river,  on  every  heavy 
rain,  overflowed  to  the  verges  of  the  bogs,  and  very  near  to  the 
Castle.  That  I  may  not  aflsumc  too  much  of  the  following  im< 
provements  to  myeelf,  I  must  let  yon  know  that  my  father 
formed  a  scheme  to  turn  the  course  of  the  river  through  ths 
great  east  bog,  which  was  from  26  to  'IS  feet  above  its  level,  and 
made  a  considerable  drain  through  the  bog  fur  the  purpose.  He 
also  made  a  deep  mearing  drain,  near  a  mile  in  length  from  the 
river,  through  the  large  south  bog,  and  divided  about  DO  aeret 
thereof,  by  cross  wide  and  deep  drains,  into  S  divisions,  and  by 
two  drains  through  the  north  bog,  laid  out  an  approach,  7  peruK 
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wide,  to  his  house ;  but  his  life  proved  too  sljort  to  execute  hia 
eKtenBiTe  scheme. 

Upon  big  decease,  in  the  jear  1744,  I  first  pimucd  his  plan  to 
turn  the  course  of  the  river,  widened  the  drain  made  bj  him  to 
37  and  30  feet,  accnrdbg  to  the  heiglit  of  the  bog,  and  sunk  the 
drain  to  the  gmvel,  where  I  could  do  so,  and  in  some  pai-ts  two 
■nd  three  feet  deep  into  the  gravel,  which  proved  exceiieive  liard. 
In  other  parts  of  the  drain,  the  bottom  of  the  bog  was  much 
lower  than  the  level  of  the  river,  in  wliich  parts,  as  the  water 
could  not  be  drained  off,  tliere  was  no  digging  to  tbc  grovel. 
Tbe  sides  of  tbe  drain  were  so  high,  that  I  was  obliged  to  cut 
them  iu  some  part«  into  benches,  in  the  form  of  stairs,  to  prevent 
the  men  at  the  bottom  from  being  overivhelmed,  which  would 
once  have  happened,  only  that  a  man  standing  on  the  surface, 
obBerviog  the  bng  to  burst,  gave  tlie  alarm,  by  which  be  saved 
the  lives  of  several  men ;  for  in  a  few  moments  many  perches  in 
length  of  the  drain  were  filled  up  to  the  top,  more  difficult  to  be 
again  ehovclled  out,  tlian  if  it  liad  not  been  cut  before ;  it 
required  sometimes  four  or  five  men  standing  upon  different 
benches,  to  convey  what  the  lowest  shovel  took  up  to  the  top, 
besides  the  necessity  of  removing  the  stuff  from  tiie  edge  of  the 
drain,  to  prevent  the  frequent  burstings  in  of  the  bog.  The 
greatest  difficulty  was  to  draw  up  prodigions  large  roots  of  fir 
trees,  wliieh  lay  firmly  fixed  and  very  sound,  just  over  the  gravel, 
at  the  bottflui  of  the  bog  nil  along  the  drain.  Tliis  I  effected,  by 
laying  two  large  beams  from  the  tup,  so  as  to  form  an  inclined 
plain  to  the  bottom  ;  tben  drove  down  into  the  bog  above,  a 
strong  beam  perpendicular,  and  made  it  firm  by  stones ;  to  this 
I  fixed  a  great  pulley,  and  another  pulley  to  the  root  below,  first 
separating  it  by  hatches  and  iron  crows  from  its  large  arms, 
wbich  run  under  the  bog ;  then  by  nmning  a  cable  through  tbe 
pulleys,  the  united  strength  of  16  or  20  men  drew  up  tbe  largest 
roots  along  the  sliding  plain.  The  men,  as  tbey  drew  up  the 
roots,  usually  stood  upon  the  firm  gi'avel  at  tbe  bottom  of  tbe 
drain,  tbe  top  being  in  many  places  too  sofl  for  footing- 
Having  complcated  the  drain  or  water -course,  which  is  above 
ninety  perches  in  lenjrth,  through  the  great  estt  bog,  I  set  about 
making  a  strong  bank,  from  the  east  to  the  south  bog,  30  perches 
and  from  IS  to  30  feet  broad  across  the  old  river,  which 


was  16  feet  deep.     For  this  ptvpose  I  drove  down  a 
wooden  piles,  and  a  second  row  acroM  the  ri 


w  of  long 
',  and  made  tbe 
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bank  bj  Ailing  up  the  iDtcnnediate  fipue  witli  Bods  well  nunmed 
and  pressed  down. 

I  had  the  satisfacLidn  to  observe,  when  I  had  made  a  Becond 
bank,  at  tbc  luiver  or  north  end  of  the  new  dralii,  to  prevent  the 
water  from  returning  back  into  the  channel  of  the  old  river,  bafe 
at  much  leas  expence  than  the  former  cast,  thut  tbe  river  run  it« 
new  channel,  that  I  immediately  gained  about  10  acres  of  fioa 
bottoms  for  meadows  upon  each  side  of  the  old  river ;  and,  as  the 
new  river  was  three  or  four  feet  higher  than  the  old,  1  obtained 
a  fall  for  a  mill,  which  I  observed  might  be  increased,  \<j  running 
a  deep  drain  through  the  north  bog  for  a  tail  race,  which  would 
also  contribute  to  reclaim  that  bog:  this  I  perfected,  run  it  II 
feet  wide  down  to  the  gravel,  D4  perch  in  length,  and  in  Home 
parts  iuto  the  gravel,  to  preserve  the  level  I  built  a  Ijleach  mill, 
the  first  built  in  the  province  where  tbe  fall  laj,  and  the  bog  since 
reclaimed  about  it,  is  part  of  the  green  for  bleaching  linen. 

From  mj  new  river,  to  a  lake  which  laj  about  230  perch  to 
the  cast  in  the  great  bog,  I  cut  a  large  drain  of  that  length,  to 
Bupplj  mj  mill  with  water  from  the  lake,  when  the  river  should 
prove  loiv  in  summer.  This  work  was  thought  to  be  imprac- 
ticable,  Ihe  bog  between  being  many  feet  higher  than  either  the 
lake  or  the  river,  but  I  know  that  the  lake  was  higher  than  the 
river ;  indeed,  for  the  first  and  second  jear,  it  proved  imprao- 
ttcable,  the  drain,  though  laid  out  above  ten  feet  wide,  still 
filling  up  as  it  was  made :  but  by  perseverance,  and  still  opening 
the  drain  at  the  end  where  the  fall  lay,  at  length  Uie  lake,  to  tho 
surprise  of  manj,  run  into  the  river,  and  gave  me  a  new  command 
of  water.  Tho  whole  bog,  in  ten  years'  lime,  sunk  amazingly, 
and  disclosed  to  me,  from  the  windows  of  my  house,  the  prospect 
of  a  country  which  could  not  be  seen  fi'Om  them  before  ;  but 
works  of  this  kind  require  patience  and  perseverance  :  fur  at  the 
end  of  three  years,  when  cnriosity  led  me  (o  see  the  effects  of  a 
great  flood  after  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain,  I  had  the  mortification 
to  see  the  great  bank,  which  I  made  across  the  river,  float  away, 
like  a  boat  before  me.  The  neighbours,  who  for  years  past  had 
insisted  that  my  father  and  I  had  undertaken  an  impracticable 
work,  applauded  their  own  judgment  upon  the  oecaaiou,  and  en- 
deavoured to  dissuade  me  from  any  further  pursuit ;  but  instead 
of  following  their  advice,  I  immediately  provided  a  boat  (for 
horses  and  cars  coidd  not,  without  great  dilfieully,  be  brought  to 
the  place),  and  with  its  assistance  conveyed  stones  sufficient  to 
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^^Kflll  up  the  channel  of  the  old  rirer,  the  breadth  of  the  bank,  and 
^^H  ■fterwards,  bj  bog  stulT  brought  bj  boat,  and  sunk  in  the  front 
^^V  of  the  bank,  I  naile  it  atauucli ;  iheii  raised  it  bj  nod  work,  and 
^^H  planted  treca  on  the  top  of  it,  by  which  tneaas  it  baa  reniuned 
^^H  firm,  and  anewered  my  whole  desigu  for  these  nineteen  years 
^H^  past.  When  I  erected  mj  inUl,  and  made  sluices  to  keep  up  the 
water  for  it,  I  observed  that  mj  new  river  thereby  became  navi- 
gable for  a  boat,  as  well  as  the  old  river,  and  (hat  it  might  prove 
very  advantageous  for  the  conveyance  of  maniu-ea,  if  a  communi- 
cation was  made  from  one  to  the  other ;  but  this  was  difficult,  as 
fie  Dew  river,  in  time  of  Hood,  was  four  or  five  feet  higher  in  its 
level  than  the  old  river,  yet  1  overcame  the  difficulty,  by  cutting 
a  navigable  line  16  perch  in  length,  where  was  firm  gravel  at  the 
bottom,  from  river  to  river,  and  built  a  water  lock  at  the  edge  of 
the  new  river,  where  I  found  a  firm  foundation  at  the  bottom  of 
the  bog.  It  answered  tay  purpose,  gave  me  a  great  command  of 
water ;  fur  by  opening  the  sluices  of  the  lock,  I  can  at  any  tune 
-overflow  my  meadows,  which  lie  on  each  side  of  the  old  river  :  it 
lias  stood  now  for  about  18  years.  When  I  observed  the  advan- 
tages which  arose  from  being  able  to  convey  manures  by  boat,  I 
t  proceeded,  and  cut  a  navigable  line  30  perch  long,  20  feet  wide 
from  the  new  river,  above  ibe  great  bank  into  the  south  great 
bog,  and  cut  another  navigable  line  S2  perch  long.  12  feet  wide, 
from  fho  old  river  northward  into  the  north  bog,  and  another 
navigable  line  through  the  same  bug  westward,  in  a  winding 
direction,  for  the  sake  of  beauty,  50  perch  lung,  and  SO  feet  wide ; 
and  cut  another  line  21  perch  long,  and  14  feet  wide  southward, 
fi^m  the  western  line,  which  brings  my  boat  into  my  &rm-yard, 
and  enables  it  to  proceed  through  all  the  navigable  lines  which 
communicate  with  each  other.  Several  springs  of  water  rose 
from  the  uplands,  which  lye  west  of  the  north  bog,  and  probably 

Rwere  the  cause  of  that  bog  in  the  before -mentioned  navigable 
line,  which  run  towards  these  springs.  I  built  a  second  water- 
lock,  and  turned  an  arch  over  it,  as  it  stands  in  one  of  the 
approaches  to  my  house ;  by  shotting  the  gates  of  this  lock,  the 
springs  which  run  into  the  river,  being  intercepted,  a  sheet  of 
water  overspreads  near  two  acres  in  my  htwn,  which  lies  between 
the  wood  and  my  bougie,  and  the  boats  ore  thereby  enabled  to  go 
to  the  higlilands,  where  there  is  plenty  of  gravel  to  manure  the 
bogs,  1  made  my  navigable  lines  by  banking  out  the  water,  and 
keeping  the  drains  empty  by  screw  pnmps  of  about  13  feet  long, 
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wbich  were  worked  Lj  two  men  relieving  each  other  day  and 
night,  which  mj  own  carpenl«r  made,  and  also  ImiU  my  locks 
before  he  had  seen  aiijtbijig  of  the  kind,  until  he  admired  his  own 
works,   ,Whibt  1  was  executing  the  works  which  I  have  deacTibed, 
I  proceeded  to  retlaim  the  bogs  adjacent  to  them.     The  lines  I 
have  mentioned  divided  the  north  bi^  into  4  parts,  which  I  in- 
cloaed  by  smDller  drains  into  so  many  little  parks;   it  is  entirety 
rcvlntmed,  and  has  been  for  several  years  past  under  tillage  and  ' 
inendow,  and  yet,  now,  though  it  has  subsided  considerably,  an 
iron  borer  of  18  feet,  does  not  in  several  parts  thereof  reach  tha 
bottom  of  the  bog :   it  was  full  of  holes,  out  of  which  turf  for  fiid 
had  been  formerly  cut,  the  levelling  of  wbich  added  much  to  the 
expence  of  reclaiming.     The  east  bog,  from  the  island  to  the  dd 
river,  is  all  rcelaimcd,  except  two  or  three  acres  towards  the 
aouih,  and  has  likewise  been  under  tillage  and  meadow  for  some 
years  post.     I  reclaimed  these  two  bogs,  by  covering  the  surface 
with  lime-stone  gravel,  then  kid  a  coat  of  dung  over  it,  and 
planted  potatoes  upon  the  dung ;  the  next  year  sowed  oats,  or 
and  gross  seeds,  and  the  following  year  mowed  the  produce : 
bog  was  so  wet,  that  1  cut  several  small  drains,  which  I  since 
filled  up,  when  they  hod  performed  their  office.      To   lay   the 
gravel  on,  I  was  obliged  to  moke  roads  with  hurdles,  to  bear  up 
small  horses,  which  carried  the  gravel  in  baskets  upon  their  books, 
and  to  remove  the  hurdles  from  place  to  place,  as  occasion  re- 
quired ;   the  boots  laid  the  gravel  and  manures  upon  the  aidea  of 
the  rivers  and  the  drains,  from  whence  the  horses  conveyed  them,   J 
The  subsiding  of  this  bog  is  remarkable;   if  I  should  say  from  I 
fifteen  to  twenty  feet,  I  think  that  I  should  not  exceed  :   when  I  ^ 
first  cut  the  new  river,  the  bog  rose  in  a  hill  between  it  and  the 
old  river ;  there  is  now  a  fall  the  whole  way,  exeejit  where  the  hfll 
stood,  which  is  the  lowest  part.     The  bog  is  now  so  firm  as  to  bear 
a  loaded  cart.     I  sloped  the  sides  of  the  hollows,  where  for  some 
years  I  had  cut  turfs;  being  advised  to  cut  the  bog  away,  bat   I 
that  would  be  the  work  of  ages  ;  and  where  the  surface  was  out  J 
off  proved  most  barren,  and  required  most  [uonure ;   these  hollow*  \ 
arc  now  little  green  vales  ;  and  posterity  will  pUKzle,  as  somi 
at  present,  to  find  the  cause  of  them.     Afler  the  first  crops  were  I 
taken  off,  and  mowed  for  two  or  three  years,  I  observed  Utile  1 
tufts  of  healh  began  to  appear  in  the  mcodowi ;  where  these  ap- 
peared, some  parts  I  tilled  again;  put  dung  upon  others; 
lime  effectually  banishod  tbem ;  and  so  did  o  mixture  of  kelp  and  I 
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tibea,  the  refuse  of  the  hleach-green,  which  proved  the  richest 

manure.     1  spread  river-mud  upon  one  or  two  ncrea,  which  Lad 

little  effect,  oaij  produced  a  sedgej  Bpirej  groBs,  until  dui:g  woa 

laid  over  it ;   marie  had  Homcivhat  a  better  effect  than  the  river- 

innd,  but  mai'le,  mixed  irith  dung,  proved  verj'  good ;  lime,  dung, 

kelp  broke  fine  into  powder,  proved  the  best.     I  reclaimed 

,*bove  one  acre,  bj  gravelling,  and  laying  a  coat  of  fresh  lime  over 

gravel,  and  plitnteil  potatoes  upon  the  lime,  without  any 

ittg;  ihe  potatoes  were  small,  and  laj  thin  when  dug  out,  but 

com,  which  succeeded  them,  proved  verj  good,  and  the  bog 

thereby  well-recluimcd.     It  should  be  observed,  that  all  the 

and  gravel  of  this  country  is  lime-Btone.     I  tried  to  reclaim 

irt  by  bnming,  but  the  red  bogs,  which  mine  were,  proved  too 

!t  and  spongy  ;  the  asheii  were  white,  and  ho  light  that  they  bad 

jfittle  effect.     In  the  manner  I  have  described,  I  reclaimed  about 

«  of  the  south  bog,  which  lay  wilbin  the  navigable  line ; 

being  able  to  pursue  my  navigation  into  this  bog,  the 

gravel  at  the  bottom  of  the  bog  rising  above  the  level  of  my 

upper  river,  without  cousiderable  expeuce,  and  the  addition  of 

another  water  lock,  I  made  a  firm  gravel  road  into  the  bog,  first 

dividing  one  of  the  large  divisions,  made  by  my  father,  by  two 

drains  ten  feet  wide,  into  four  divisions,  which  made  the  bog 

'ipnlly  dry ;  I  then  laid  dung,  two  or  three  inches  thick,  upon  the 

surface  of  the  bog,  witliout  any  gravel  or  other  manures  under : 

1  observe  that  the  crops  of  potatoes,  com,  and  meadow  following, 

were  full  as  good  as  those  where  the  gravel  was  first  laid  on, 

which  in  wet  bogs  sink  loo  suddenly ;  I  would  therefore  advise, 

and  intend  to  pursue,  the  laying  on  of  gravel  after  the  bog  bas 

been  mowed  for  two  or  three  years  ;  the  expcnee  of  gravelling  an 

acre  at  the  first,  is,  at  the  least,  from  four  to  six  pounds ;   and  as 

yon  proceed  farther  into  Ihe  bog,  tlie  oxpcnce  mnst  increase ; 

therefore  where  dung  is  to  be  had  in  plenty,  it  is  the  best  material 

for  reclaiming  a  bug ;   but  I  think  that  composts  made  with  time 

and  earth  mixed,  or  lime  and  moor,  may  answer  the  end  of  dung, 

which  I  have  not  yet  sui&ciently  tried,  but  intend  so  to  do. 

To  enumerate  several  other  drains  which  I  made  in  the  east 

lonth  bogs,  to  prepare  them  for  reclaimiug,  would  prove  too 

UB.     I  usually  cut  them  ten  feet  wide  ;   but  it  is  difficult  in 

'■  bog  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  a  drain  until  the  bog  has  sub- 

for  years.     In  making  the  drain,  which  I  have  mentioned, 

the  lake  to  the  river,  30  or  40  men  working  in  the  same  part 
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of  the  dnin  for  four  or  five  days  without  intflrmiasion,  except  At 
night,  could  not  briug  t)ie  drab,  in  the  ereniiigii,  Ui  be  deeper 
thftn  from  one  to  two  feet  deep,  and  both  the  overseer  and  men 
were  all  so  out  of  patienee,  that  they  were  with  difficulty  persuaded 
to  continue  the  work ;  but  as  I  rode  round  the  bog,  I  obserred 
that  the  bog  was  aubBidiug,  and  that  they  were  gaining  tbe  level, 
though  they  did  not  peroeive  it;  (or  tbe  sluah  flung  by  tlia 
shorels  out  of  the  drain  pressed  down  tbe  bog  and  squeezed  out 
the  water  into  tbe  drain  which  ran  off,  as  I  beguu  where  tbe  falL 
lay  ;  the  bog  was  ao  mft  that  the  loen  were  obliged  lo  ataud  upon 
boards  aa  tbey  worked,  to  prevent  them  from  sinking :  the  bogs 
which  1  &rat  reclaimed  are  still  Eubaidiog.  I  bud,  the  laat  summer, 
32  acrea  of  the  boga,  which  I  have  described,  all  under  tillage  and 
meadow ;  I  also  mowed  ten  acres  of  the  bottoms  on  the  river 
aides,  between  tite  reclaimed  boga ;  and  other  ten  acres  of  bot- 
toms by  tbe  same  river,  made  meadow  by  banks  east  up  round 
them,  to  guard  against  floods,  planted  with  alder  and  sallows :  I 
have  six  acres  more  of  tbe  eaat  bog  reclaimed  by  a  coat  of  gravel 
only,  never  tilled,  but  reaerved  for  pasture ;  but  they  are  far  in- 
ferior to  tbe  tilled  bogs,  and  wii!  not  be  meadow  until  covered 
witb  other  manure,  and  tilled.  1  cannot  ascertain  tbe  depth  of 
several  parts  of  my  reclaimed  bogs,  as  my  borer  of  16  feet  long 
does  not  reach  the  bottom  of  the  north  and  east  bogs ;  the  south 
bog  ia  all  12  and  13  feet  deep  :  but  towards  the  verge  tbey  Bra 
shallower.  Tbe  navigable  lines  which  I  bavo  described,  encom- 
pass 31  acres,  except  on  part  of  tbe  west  side,  where  my  honaa 
stands  ;  these  I  call  my  garden  or  amall  farm,  through  which  the 
old  river  winds  ;  clumps  of  spruce,  fir,  bee>:h  and  alder,  grow  well 
on  tbe  sides  of  the  new  river,  where  gravel  was  thrown  on  tbe 
banks  from  tbe  bottom  when  it  was  first  made ;  the  broad-leaved 
elm  interaperaed  through  the  meadows  reclaimed  from  the  bog, 
also  thrive  ;  I  have  two  small  groves  on  each  side  of  tbe  water 
lock,  of  a  spontaneous  growth,  from  tbe  deep  reclaimed  bog,  con- 
sisting of  quicken  or  mountain  ash,  birch,  holly,  and  sallow,  soma 
of  which  are  from  17  to  above  20  feet  high,  in  making  my  navi- 
gable line,  which  runs  west  to  the  edge  of  my  lawn,  I  discovered 
by  my  borer  that  a  bed  of  white  marie,  at  tbe  depth  of  16  feet, 
lay  under  the  north  bog ;  the  bod  of  niarle  proved  to  be  five  feet 
thick,  under  which  lay  a  stratum  of  gravel,  from  six  to  nine 
inches  thick,  under  which  stratum  of  gravel  lay  another  bed  of 
marie,  four  feet  thick.     In  the  last  dry  summer,  by  the  aid  of  my 
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crew-patapg,  I  raised  &  great  qtiiuitit;  of  this  marie,  wbicb  leftda 
o  claim  a  medal  for  reclaiming  dr;  heatlij  mouDtain,  upon 
BVhicb,  after  ploughing,  I  tipread  the  murle.  But  I  fe«r  that  I 
e  tired  you,  aa  I  have  mjaelf,  and  shall,  for  the  preseut,  oulj 
K.present  my  rcspecta  to  tbc  Soeiety,  and  asgure  jou  that  I  am. 
Dear  Sir, 

Tour  mast  obedient  Berrant, 

ROBERT  FRENCH. 

It  may  be  objected  that  tbe  irorka  were  begun  [trevioni  to  the 

»|niblication  of  the  premiiimB ;  I  doubt  whether  it  be  poeeible  to 

■,nclaim   snch   bogs  in  less  than  eight  or  ten  years ;   the  water 

l.BDBt  hare  time  to  ouze  from  apoDges,  which  such  bags  are ;  to 

a  them  »ery  expeditiously  would  eiceed  the  eipence  of  a 

irivate  fortune. 

To  tbe  Rev.  Peter  Chatgueau,  Assistant 
Secretary  to  the  Dublin  Society. 

Mr.  Freoch  remarlis.  that  the  expence  of  improving  bofra, 
I  fiqually  apongy  and  wet,  with  this,  is  very  considerable,  for 
the  drains  will  for  some  time  fill  up  almost  as  fast  as  made. 
When  the  draining  is  finished,  the  main  drains  sliould  be 
left  five  feet  deep,  a.nd  the  breadth  just  sufficient  to  keep 
tbe  banks  up :  cross  drains,  of  a  smaller  dimension,  must 
be  made,  which,  when  the  bog  is  perfectly  drained,  may  be 
filled  up  again.  Aa  to  tbe  ezpence,  be  observes,  tbat  it 
must  necessarily  vary  greatly  :  but  the  very  worst  sort  may 
K  be  completely  done  for  £6  an  acre. 

I  Alanurjng  with  gravel,  lime,  or  clay,  may  in  general  bo  estimated 
r*t  £6.  Then  Mr.  French  would  by  all  means  plant  potatoe*,  in 
the  trenching  manner,  for  the  sake  of  mixing  the  manure,  which 
is  laid  on  with  the  surface  of  the  hog,  and  also  for  the  use  of  the 
trenches,  as  surface  drains.  The  crop  of  potatoes,  if  a  moderate 
quantity  of  dung  is  spread  for  them,  will  be  equal  to  any  in  tbe 
country,  that  is,  worth  £10  an  acre;  but  if  no  dung,  they  will 
not  more  than  pay  the  expence  of  seed,  planting,  and  taking  up. 
In  the  spring  alter,  dig  it  slightly,  level  the  trenches,  and  low 
I  eats;  the  digging  will  not  cost  rnnre  than  ID(.  an  acre.  The 
rap  of  oats  will  be  IS  barrels,  or  rye,  will  be  a  great  produce. 
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grass  (foii'iis^l 
tommo.  b.,H 
but  the  b^^H 


With  this  (Torn,  tlie  grass  seeds  ibould  be  sown  ;  ryegrtus(loUitm\ 
perenne)  anil  vrliite  grnss  {holcut  UinutxLa)  do  well ; 
■eeds  good.     The  finit  year  a  car  must  not  go  on,  but  the 
brought  off  by  men.   The  second  year  it  will  bear  cars,  md  would 
then  let  for  10«.  an  acre,  for  three  jears  only  ;  SIji.  an  acre  for 
hay.     After  that,  a  fresh  mauuring,  with  a  conipost  of  lime  M>d 
earth,  or  lime  and  pvvel,  and  then  would  let  at  lit.     If  the  Uad 
for  potatoes  is  well  dunged,  the  poor  will  pay  Jl4  an  acre  for 
and  the  haj,  instead  of  21i.  will  let  at  £3. 

In  relation  to  his  mountnin-moor  improvenient,  the  state 
the  soil  before  improving  was  that  of  continued  heath,  (et 
mtlgarii)  with  great  quantities  of  lime  aUines  on  the  surface. 
Mr.  French,  in  the  first  place,  ploughed  it  with  six  buUodia, 
which  did  not  do  more  than  one-fourth  of  an  acre  a  day, 
roots  of  the  heath  made  it  strong  work.  As  they  turned  up  tlw 
•tones,  or  were  impeded  by  them,  they  were  drawn  away  in 
to  make  the  walls.  LeR,  it  after  the  ploughing  from  half  a  yew 
to  a  year,  and  then  broke  it,  cross-ploughed,  and  harrowed  it 
all  four  ptoughings ;  after  the  last,  harrowed  it  snioodi,  and 
limed.  Began  with  sijity  barrels  an  acre,  hat  increased  it  to  one 
hundred,  and  to  two  hundred,  and  found  the  crops  better  and 
better,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity.  Upon  the  liming  sowed 
the  wheat,  and  harrowed  it  in.  The  crop  has  been  generallj' 
from  five  to  acTeii  harrels  an  acre.  The  following  year  either 
barley  or  oats  ;  of  barley,  the  crops  have  been  middling,  abottk 
eight  barrels.  If  oats,  twelve  barrels.  After  either  the  barley 
or  oats,  auotlier  crop  of  oats,  equally  good,  and  with  that  sowed 
hay  seedH,  or  rye  grass  and  ctovcr.  Before  the  improvement  it 
let  at  A3.  9il.  twenty-fiTs  years  ago,  and  if  the  same  heath  was  to 
be  set  out  now,  it  would  be  worth  eight  shillings.  After  tlie  oal« 
abo re-mentioned,  has  set  it  readily  at  14(.  Dividing  the  lands 
into  divisions  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty-acred  pieces,  clears  thtm' 
of  atones,  and  the  ex  pence  of  the  walls,  is 
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^^HTbej  are  aU  lime-stone  lands,  and  miLke  very  fine  sbcep-walks. 

^^KBefore  the  improvement  very  maay  sheep  died  on  these  grounds, 
'  of  tlie  red'nater,  bat  since  the  liming  thin  has  not  hnppcncd ;  nor 
would  it  before  give  flax,  hut  now  very  fine. 

Mr.  French  bums  the  lime  in  perpetual  kilns  with  turF,  laying 

in  the  tnrf  and  atone  in  layers,  the  same  as  culm,  and  all  expences 

included,  amount  to  4d.  a  harrel    roach,  of  32  gallons.      Two 

cnbital  yards  of  turf  will  bum  one  cubical  yard  of  stone.      If  the 

tarf  is  very  good,  one  and  an  half  will  do.     He  tried  French 

kilns,  in  which  he  burned   1,300  and  2,000  barrels,  but  found  it 

TCry  uncertain,  frequently  having  the  atone  come  out  unhnmt. 

A  kihi  of  1,300  barrels,  comes  to  &2S,  but  often  it  ran  to  £40 ;  he 

has,  upon  the  whole,  fonnd  it  far  better  to  nae  the  other  sort, 

which  are  cheaper,  and  more  certain.     Another  sort  of  mountain 

land,  ia  the  wet,  bn^gy  sort,  one  Co  four  feet  deep,  which  he 

improved    by  digging    off   almost  all  the  bog  for  lime  ;    then 

ploughed  it  with  six  bullocka,  anil  let  it  to   the   poor  from  a 

guinea  to  thirty  shillings  an  acre,  for  them  to  bum,  harrow,  and 

plant  potatoes  ;  afler  which  they  pay  as  much  more  for  a  crop  of 

oata.     Then  limea  it,  takes  another  crop  of  oats,  and  sows  grasses 

^^    with   it;    after  this    impruvemcot,   lets    as    well    as    the   other, 

^^L  .White  marie,  from  under  a  bog,  Mr.  French  tried,  for  improv' 

^^B'ing  fourteen  acres  of  dry  mountain  land ;   the  effect  woa  much 

^^w  tlie  same  as  that  of  lime,  but  more  expensive,  from  the  dilEculty  of 

^^getting  it. 

^H[.  In  the  year  1744,  -when  Mr.  French  came  to  his  estate, 
^^  ..there  waa  do  other  linen  manufacture  than  a  little  bandU 
linen,  merely  for  their  own  conaumption,  with  no  other 
spinning  thiui  for  that;  and  even  for  this,  there  waa  not 
more  than  one  loom  in  100  cabbina.  In  1746,  he  under- 
took to  establish  a,  better  fabric,  and  with  more  extensive 
viewB.  He  first  began  by  erecting  spinning  schools,  and 
sowing  flax,  twenty-one  acres  of  which  he  sowed  oa  his  own 
account.  The  Liuon  Board  gave  at  that  time  one  penny  a 
day  to  all  children  that  went  to  any  spinning  schools,  which 
k  iras  of  use ;  but  the  providing  nax  Mr.  French  found  of 
y  the  greatest  use.  In  1749,  he  established  eight  weavers 
I  and  their  families,  and  the  same  year  built  a  bleach  niill, 
Fand  formed  a.  green;  and,  to  carry  it  oa  to  advantage,  sent  a 
I  lad  into  the  north,  and  bound  him  apprentice  there,  in 
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order  to  learn  the  whole  business.    Vpan  his  return,  ha 
managed  tbe  man\ifactorj'  for  Mr.  French,  buying  the  jam, 
paying  weavers  for  weaving  it  by  the  yard,  bleaching  and 
selling  it.     In  this  manner  it  went  on  for  fifteen  years  ;  but 
as  in  this  state  it  was  dependent  on  Mr.  French's  life,  be 
enabled  this  manager  to  take  the  whole  upon  his  own 
account,  binding  him  to  keep  every  weaver  on  the  estate  ■ 
employed,  whatever  might  be  the  number.     The  prt^reu  J 
of  this  undertaking,  united  with  the  agricultural  improvo<I 
nients,  will  be  seen  by  the  following  returns  of  the  Moniva  J 
estate,  at  different  periods. 

Id  1744.  There  were  tliree  Cinnera,  and  six  or  eight  shepherdi  I 

and  cow-herds. 
In  1771 .   There  were  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  house»,  nil 

looms,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  wheels. 
In  1772.  Two  hundred  and  fiftj'Sercnhoascs,  ninety-three  loom^l 

and  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  wheels. 
Id  1776.  Two  hundred  and  aeventy-i>ix  houses,  Dinety-ais  looma,  | 

and  three  hundred  and  seventy  wheels. 

Here,  in  a  few  words,  ia  the  progress  of  a  moat  noble 
undertaking ;  and  I  should  observe,  that  it  ia  doubly  bene- 
ficial, from  one  circumstance.  All  these  weavers  are  mere 
cottagers  in  a  town  without  any  land,  except  a  cabbage- 
garden,  by  which  means  they  have  nothing  to  do  with 
farming,  but  become  a  market  to  the  farmers  that  surround 
them,  which  is  what  all  manufacturers  ought  to  be,  instead 
of  spreading  over  the  country,  to  the  destruction  of  agri- 
culture. Another  circumstajico  in  which  Mr.  French  has 
given  a  new  face  to  Moniva.  and  its  environs,  is  by  planting; 
he  found  a  considerable  wood  of  birch,  which,  being  a 
shabby  tree,  and  not  improving,  he  cut  theui  gradually 
down,  and  planted  oak,  ebn,  and  beech,  with  various  other 
sorts ;  be  began  this  thirty  years  ago,  and  no  year  paasea 
without  his  making  some  new  plantation.  By  properly 
managing  this  wood  of  111  acres,  he  has  made  it  pay  hira 
£150  a  year,  ever  since,  and  there  is  now  more  than  thrice 
the  value  of  timber  in  it.  to  what  there  was  when  he  begau. 
Whatever  he  has  planted  has  answered  well,  but  the  growth 
of  the  beech  is  the  greatest.     That  of  the  oak  is  very  great. 
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and  more  flourisbing  than  ever  Mr.  French  expected  to  see 
them  at  the  time  of  planting.  The  broad-lettved  elm 
thrives  Tery  well  upon  the  bogs,  aiter  they  are  cultivated. 
Mr.  French  has  tried  most  sorts  of  trees  in  rows  along  the 
hedges,  but  none  of  them  have  succeeded,  the  west  winds 
cut  them  in  pieces ;  siuce  which  he  makes  ineloBures,  and 
plautB  them  thick. 

I  ought  not  to  forget  observing  that  Mr.  French  supports 
aeharter-schoolathiB  own  eipeuce,  wherein  are  from  twenty 
to  forty  children,  constantly  supported,  cloathed,  and  taught 
■^    read  and  write,  and  to  spin  and  weave. 

'Ound  Moiiiva  consiat,  priucipallj,  of  large  atnck  ones, 
from  200  to  300  acrea,  with  very  few  cabbina  upon  them  ;  the 
tillttge  of  Ihe  country  is  principally  carried  on  by  villagers,  who 
take  fnrms  in  partncnitiip.  Mr.  French's  ore  generally  from  30 
to  130  acres.  There  will  aometimea  be  from  ten  to  thitty  fawiliei 
a  farm  of  200  acres ;  but  Mr.  French  finds  that  they  do  not 
well  if  there  are  mure  than  six  families  to  one  farm.  The 
the  west  of  Moniva  m  a  lime-stone  gravel,  mixed  with  a 
clay,  some  of  it  upon  clay  :  to  the  east  it  ia  a  deeper  and  richer 
clay,  and  lime-stone  all  the  way  to  the  Shannon.  The  whole 
county  lime-stone  escept  the  mountainous  tracta  on  the  west, 
beyond  Loch  Carril,  and  the  mountains  to  the  south  of  Loch  Rea. 
Kentsin  this  neighhourhood  rise  generally  from  12«.  to  IGi.  except 
old  leases,  which  are  6(.  or  Ta.  The  richest  part  of  the  county  is 
between  Lochrea  and  Portumne,  thence  to  Eyre-conrt,  Clonfert, 
and  Aghrim.  The  third  of  the  county  ia  bog,  lake,  and  unim- 
proved mo  an  tain  ;  but  most  of  the  latter  yields  some  trifling 
rent ;  the  whole  third  perhaps  three-pence  au  acre ;  the  other 
ttro-thirda,  12f.  at  ao  average.  The  Isles  of  Arran  contain 
7,000  acres,  belong  to  John  Digby,  Esq ;  and  let  at  about  £'.>,000 
a  year.  The  great  tract  of  mountain  is  the  three  baronies  of 
Eyre  Connaught,  Rosa,  Ballynahinch  and  Moycullen  ;  they  are 
forty  miles  long,  and  fifteen  broad,  and  are  in  general  unculti- 
vated. The  principal  proprietors  arc,  Robert  Martin,  Esq; 
Thomas  French,  of  Moycullen,  Esq;    and  Fatrick  Blake,  Esq; 

of  Drum ;    Lynch,  of  Bama ;    Gcohagen,  Esq;  of 

Bowown;  Lynch,  Esq;  Drumrong;   Sir  John  O'Flaharty, 

Ac.  Mr.  Martin  has  the  largest  tract ;  he  has  let  to  Mr.  Popham, 
14,000  Irish  acres,  for  three  lives,  at  no  rent  at  all ;  then  three 
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lives  more  at  £150  a  jear ;   and  after  them  for  sixty' 
Bt  Ihe  same  rent ;  aud  Mr.  rupham  has  some  men  at 
improving,   from    England  Hud  Leiaster.      There   is  lime-«toi 
gravel  upou   a  jiart  of  the  land,  but  uot  generally  in  Eyre 
naught,  any  inure  thau  liinc-slone  ;  at  least  according 
report. 

Courses  of  Crops  about  Alouiva. 

1.  Potatoes.     2.  Bere.     3.  Oats.     4.  Oats. 

1.  Potatoes.     2.  Flax.      3.  Oata.     4.  Oats. 

There  are  aome  good  tillage  farmers  towards  the  Shannon,  w1 
sow  grass  seeds.  Tbcy  also  sow  successive  crops  till  the  land  it] 
exhausted,  and  leave  it  for  some  time  to  graze  itself, 
ploughing  or  harrowing  hy  the  tail,  nor  any  haming  tlie  com 
instead  of  threshing ;  hut  these  practices  were  very  common  30 
years  ago.  The  measure  of  potatoes  is  the  barrel  of  4-2  stone ; 
five  plant  an  acre,  tlie  avei'age  price  Gs.  or  8i.  at  the  beginning  of 
the  aeaaou  :  to  lOr.  or  12*.  at  the  latter  end.  The  average 
produce  '25  barrels,  or  £10.  Oata  yield  about  8  barrels.  Of 
flax,  a  hogshead  sows  2  acres.  It  ia  but  lately  that  they  hav« 
saveil  their  seed,  but  it  is  now  coming  in ;  a  good  common  crop 
is  4  cwt.  of  scutched  flax,  and  the  medium  price  40j,  a  cwL 
There  arc  considerable  improvements  of  mountain,  and  some  of 
bog,  that  have  been  carried  on  by  the  jwor  villagers.  They  dig 
and  bum  the  mountain,  and  get  by  that  means  very  fine  potatoes 
without  dung,  paying  20(.  an  acre  for  it.  If  they  liave  the 
to  themselves,  they  will,  after  the  potatoes,  get  good  wheat, 
after  that,  several  crops  of  oats,  tilt  the  land  is  exliausted.  T' 
village  farmers,  I  remarked,  aa  I  went  through  the  country, 
industrious  in  forming  composts  of  boggy  moor,  turf,  and  lime- 
stone, with  what  dung  they  can  raise.  They  were  now  making 
ready  against  the  winter's  dung ;  these  ore  for  potatoes  the 
fullowing  sjiring,  and  they  find  it  answers  ao  well  that  the  practioo 
increased  very  fast.  Such  of  them  as  arc  near  the  bogs,  Mr. 
French  gives  the  bog  to  ihem  for  10  years  rent  free,  and  then 
they  pay  him  IOj.  an  acre  for  it.  They  drain  them,  manure  with 
lime-atonc  gravel  and  a  little  dung,  and  plant  potatoes,  getting 
fine  crops  and  good  corn  afterwards.  In  one  of  the  bogs  whicli 
a  village  was  cutting  away,  the  men  called  Mr.  French  to  it,  tO< 
shew  him  the  old  ridge  sud  furrow  at  the  bottom,  and  he  found 
them  pi.rlVi.-l.     It  wa.1  4  feet  deep  ;   that  this  touutry  was  011M.J 
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^^Bfeenerafl;  cultivated,  there  are  other   aigus.      There  are  vast 

^^Psntnbera  of  lime-atoDe  gravel  pita  among  the  |niuuutaio  heathy 

lands,  (hough  there  is  not  the  least   tradittou  when  they  were 

The  principal  stoi^k  in  this  country  is  sheep  for  breeding,  the 
sale  lieing  wethers,  wliicb  they  sell  fat  at  Bftllinnsloe ;  aiid  wool, 
of  which  they  clip  li'om  the  ewea  41b.  and  from  the  wethers  JS  lb. 
Bella  now  at  ahoie  it.  a  lb.  Mr.  French  remembers  the  price  of 
wool,  50  years  ago,  at  C«.  and  7s,  a  stone  ;  1744  was  reckoned  a 
very  high  year,  and  he  Buld  27  bags,  at  I0«.  Sd.  a.  stone  ;  but  aa 
he  got  out  ofatiKik.  he  has  not  since  hod  more  than  two  bags.  In 
1745,  <6c.  it  fell  to  8».  a  stone.  The  great  rise  of  the  price  of 
WCH1I,  Mr.  French  attributes  to  the  low  price  of  apiiining  and  the 
increase  of  tillage.  The  stock  farmers,  who  are  good  managers, 
all  hare  two  farms,  one  as  a  dry  one,  in  this  neighbourhood  for 
winter,  and  another  in  the  deeper  richer  lands  iu  the  eastern  port 
of  the  county,  for  summer  tecding  and  fatting.  Three  year  old 
wethers,  from  the  light  soiia  here,  sell  at  from  15s,  to  25^.  each. 
It  is  reckoned  good  laud  here  that  will  support  three  sheep  per 
ucrc  the  whole  year  round.  The  system  of  grazing  is  to  buy 
yearlings,  at  from  35$.  tu  £3  3i.  and  sell  out  at  four  year  old,  at 
from  £4  4s.  to  £6  Cs.  They  somctiuics  sell  them  at  three 
year  old. 

They  plouyb  with  horses,  but  tlie  gentlemen  mostly  with 
osen ;  they  have  not  this  Mayo  custom,  of  waiting  back- 
wards before  them,  nor  do  they  harness  tbcm  all  abreast, 
but  two  and  two.  They  winnow  all  their  com  in  the  field 
to  blow  away  the  chaff.  They  will  take  a  grazing  farm, 
with  three  years'  rent,  for  stock.  Land  sells  at  21  years' 
jiurchase.  The  rents  have  fallen  since  1772,  but  are  now 
riaing,  from  the  great  price  of  wool,  black  cattle,  and  lineu. 
Tythes  are  compouuiled  by  the  proctors  with  gentlemen, 
but  they  screw  up  the  poor  people  to  the  utmost.  There 
are  still  many  men  who  make  it  their  business  to  hire  large 
tracts  of  land  in  order  to  re-let  at  advanced  rents.  Popula- 
tion increases  greatly,  yet  many  of  them  live  very  poorly 
upon  potatoes  and  wat^r,  with  some  oatmeal.  There  are 
many  that  have  no  eowa,  only  a  house  and  a  garden.  The 
grass  of  a  cow  is  30*.  This  is  not  the  case,  however,  at 
Mooiva;  there  they  have  all  cows,  and  are  very  rarely  with- 
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out  milk.    Bent  of  a  cabbin  sJid  an  acre,  2O0.  biiildinf  [ 
the  cabbin  for  themselvea  ;    and   30fl.  if   it   is   built 
tbem.     There  were    many  emigrants   from    Galwaj- 
America,  but  only  of  the  loose  idle  people.     The  gem 
religion  is   Boman  Catholic,   but  about   Moniva.  chie&j 
Protestant. 

Mr.  Andrew  French,  of  Eathone  Galway,  who  I  met 
Moniva,  favoured  me  with  the  following  particulars. 
Galway  there  is  a  salmon  fishery,  which  lets  at  ^6200 
Tear;  and  in  the  bay  of  Qalway  they  have  a  considerabl 
herring  fishery.     There  are  belonging  to  the  town  200  to 
250  boats,  40  or  50  of  which  are  employed  in  the  spring 
fishery,  for  cod,  hake,  mackarel,  &c.  &c.     These  boats  are 
from  4  to  6  tons,  some  9  tons.     They  coat  building.  •£20 
boat,  and  the  nets  and  tackle,  ^15 ;  the  nets  are  of  hemj 
tanned  with  bark.    There  are  five  or  six  men  to  a  boat 
they  fish  by  shares,  dividing  into  sixty  :  they  have  had  tl 
fishery  time  immemorial.     The  plentyof  fish  has  decreaaect' 
these  15  years.    A  middling  night's  take  is  5,000  fish ;  all 
they  get  is  sold  Into  the  coimtry,  and  the  demand  is  so  far 
from  being  answered,  that  many  cargoes  are  brought  in 
from  the  north.      The  fish  sell  at  1«.  4«.   to  2».  2d. 
hundred ;  but  the  men  are  far  from  being  industrious 
the  business;  some  weeks  they  do  not  go  out  twice. 

On  the  coaat  of '  Conna  Marra  there  ia,  from  the  10th 
April  to  the  10th  of  May,  a  fishery  of  aun-fish,  which  ia  done 
by  the  herring  boats.     It  is  not  by  shares,  but  the  owners  of 
the  boats  hire  the  men  for  the  fishery.     One  fish  is  reckoned 
worth  .£5  and  if  a  boat  takes  three  flah  in  the  month,  it  is 
reckoned  good  luck.    There  are  40  or  50  boats  employed  on 
this.     Along  the  whole  bay  there  is  a  great  quantity  of 
kelp  burnt ;  3,000  tons  are  annnally  exported  from  Galwayj 
the  present  price  is  40».  to  50s.  a  ton.    The  shore  islet' 
the  land  against  it,  and  is  what  the  people  pay  their 
by.     They  use  a  great  quantity  of  sea-weed,  drove  ii 
storms,  for  manuring  land.     In  November  they  carry  it 
the  field  being  ready  marked  out  in  beds  for  potatoes,  and 
leaving  it  on  them  ;  it  rot  a  against  the  planting  season,  and 
gives  them  great  crops.   They  also  do  this  with  fern,  cutting 
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.(jjin  autumn,  and,  laying  it  on  to  the  bede,  get  good  crops, 
tXhe  poor  people  near  G^Jway  are  very  industrious  in  buying 
the  eullage  [of  the  streets  of  that  town ;  they  give  Sd,  for  a 
horse  load  of  two  baskets,  and  carry  it  three  mOea. 

One  cireiiniBtttnce,  relative  to  the  progresB  of  the  linen  manu- 
facture  in  this  country,  the  town  of  Gftlway  can  instance.  Mr. 
Andrew  French  of  that  place,  sixteen  years  ago,  imported  the 
first  cargo  of  flax  seed  of  300  hogsheads,  and  could  only  sell  100 
of  them,  whereas  now  tlie  annual  importation  rises  from  1,500 
to  2,300,  Twenty  years  ago  there  were  only  20  looms  in  Giilway, 
now  there  are  ISO.  Tliey  make  coarse  sheetings  aeven-eighths 
wide,  at  Q^d.  to  Urf.  a  yard;  dowlas,  2S  inches  wide,  at  7d, 
Osnaburgs  at  7d.  also.  There  are  H  or  9  bleach-greens  in  the 
county,  but  they  bleach,  generally  speaking,  only  for  the  country 
consumption :  the  great  bulk  of  the  linens  are  sent  greeo  to 
Dublin.  In  the  toum  and  neighbourhood  of  Lochrea,'  there  are 
300  looms  employed  on  linens  that  are  called  Lochreas,  of  2B 
inches  in  width,  which  sell  nt  7d.  a  yard.  All  the  flax  worked 
in  the  county  is,  generally  speaking,  raised  in  it.  The  yam  spun 
is  pound  yam,  not  done  into  hanks  at  all.  Very  many  weavers 
are  in  the  towns,  witbnut  having  any  land  more  than  a  cabbage 
garden.  The  linen  and  yam  of  the  whole  county  has  been  calcu- 
lated at  £40,000  a  year. 

September  3d,  left  Moniva,  and  took  the  road  to  Wood- 
lawn,'  the  seat  of  Frederick  Trench,  Esq;  passed  many  boga 
of  considerable  fiize.  perfectly  improveable,  and  without  the 
uncommon  exertions  I  have  just  described.  None  could  be 
more  aniious  for  my  infonuation  than  Mr,  Trench. 

Woodlawn  is  a  seat  improved  entirely  in  tbe  modem 
English  taste,  and  is  as  advantageous  a  copy  of  it  as  I  have 
any  where  seen.  The  house  stands  on  the  brow  of  a  rising 
ground,  which  looks  over  a  lawn  swelling  into  gentle  in- 
equalities ;  through  these  a  small  stream  is  converted  into 
a,  large  river,  in  a  manner  that  does  honour  to  the  tast«  of 
the  owner ;  it  comes  from  behind  a  hill,  at  the  foot  of 
which  is  a  pretty  cottage  hid  by  plantation,  and  flows  into 
a  large  mass  of  wood  in  front  of  the  house :  the  grounds, 
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which  form  the  banka  of  this  water,  are  pleaKUip,  and  a 
prettily  scattered  with  clumps  and  single  trees,  and  s 
rounded  by  a  margin  of  wood.  The  house  is  an  excelk 
one,  so  well  contriTcd,  that  tho  same  disposition  of  aps 
ments  would  be  agreeable  upon  almost  any  scale  i 
building. 

Mr.  Trench's  improvements  of  bog  made  me  solicitonB  to  » 
them  ;  he  was  bo  obliging  as  to  give  tnc  a  full  account,  which  M^ 
u  follow.      The  first  method  of  improving  he  took  was  with  a 
of  12  acres,  exceedinglj  wet,  at  the  bottom  of  hilla,  16  feet  dec 
to  his  knowledge,  hot  be  never  yet  was  able  to  measure  it  t»  tl 
bottom.     A  reA  bog,  of  a  light  fiizer  aubstanoe,  like  a  bed  of  to 
which  wonld  not  bum  in  torf ;   no  other  prodnct  than  bogberr 
FartofitBovery  wet,  that  he  could  not  cut  the  drains  at  first «' 
than  four  feet  and  two  apita  deep  ;  repeated  this  before  the  h 
&oat  of  nSS ;  had  yet  made  no  progreaa,  it  being  almost  a: 
aa  ever :  but  took  advantage  of  that  frost,  to  cover  the  ice  two 
iochea  thick  with  clayey  gravel ;   when  the  thaw  catne,  the  gravel 
flunk,  and  presaed  out  the  water.      The  cxpeuce  of  this  manuring 
was  £3  lOit.  an  acre.     Thia  gravelling  had  such  on  cITect,  that  it^ 
the  May  following  about  half  of  it  bore  horaes  with  haaketv,  ft^f 
carrying  on  dung,  and  where  it  would  not  bear  them,  it  wl^| 
carried  on  bj  men.     The  quantity  aix  buflhel.s  to  the   iqaUiS 
percli,  and  immediately  planted  wiih  potatoes  in  the  common 
trenching  manner.     The   crop,  per  acre,  40  barrela  each  ;  44 
atone,  at  Bi.  each.     Levelled  the  polatoe  trenches  in  digging  for 
barley,   in  doing  which  attended  minutely  to  not  bnrjing  tlm 
manure ;   thia  digging  coat  iO).  en  aere,  and  the  barley  c 
with  the  spade,  which  they  do  very  fast,  and  the  expencc  indudei 
in  the  30*.      The  crop  of  barley  10  barrels  an  acre,  at  ftr.       '  "    ' 
thia  crop,  took  no  more  trouble  with  it ;  very  rich  and  luxi 
grass  sprang  up  directly,  and  would  let  readily  in  meadow,  at  Si 
hut  part  of  it  in  a  few  years  would  let  at  £2.     ~ 
were  not  perfectly  reclaimed  ;  it  was  of  the  moory  n 
and  burnt  it,  and  put  in  tumcps,  the  crop  very  good  :   then  dtq 
it  for  barley,  the  produce  14  barrels  an  acre,  and  the  meadol 
very  good  ever  since.     I  was  over  it,  and  found  it  a  perfect  it 
provemcnl ;   the  hay  waa  fine,  the  herbage  good,  and  carried  tin 
complete  appearance  of  a  meadow,  cseejit  iu  the  dra 
the  heath  still  appeara. 
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Twentf'five  acres  of  spiingjr  Tungous  bog,  from  B  to  16  feet 

rdeep,   had   been   cut   into  very  great  turf  holes,   which   boles, 

thongh  they  held  water,  and  had  drowned  manj  a  oow,  jet  had 

BO  far  drained  the  bog  as  to  make  the  leas  draining  neceEnarj ; 

effected  it,  and  tlien  levelled  the  holes  ;   but  as  they  sunk  much, 

levelled  tbem  a  second  time.     Upon  this,  took  the  advantage  of 

a  frost  to  manure  it  with  claj  and  gravel,  at  £2  \0i.  an  acret 

then  dunged  a  part  with  the  quantity  mentioned  already,  and  Uie 

rest  of  it  manured  with  the  ashes  of  moor,  which  burnt  yellow. 

Upon  this  manuring,  planted  potatoes  i  the  crop  £10  an  acre, 

L  pretty   equal,  being  as  good  after  the  ashes  as  after  the  dung. 

■Ailer  the  potatoes,  levelled  the  trenches,  and  dug  it  and  sowed 

■'ivheat;  the  crop  6  barrels  an  acre;   barley  ID  barrels   o&t^   9 

f  barrels :  then  left  it  for  meadow,  the  value  £2  an  acre. 


NUMDKB   3. 

Another  piece  of  bog  the  same  sort,  light  and  spungy ;  drained, 
I  ind  then  manured  with  clayey  lime-stone  gmvel,  mixed  with 
^ ditch  earth.  lu  the  summer  planted  potatoes;  the  crop  15  bar- 
an  acre :  then  dug  for  oats,  6  barrels  an  acre,  meadow  ever 
k  nnce,  and  perfectly  goud,  would  let  at  £1  10*.  an  acre. 


NUHUGH   4. 

nuther  bog  of  the  same  sort  perfectly  well  drained,  manured 
I  with  lime,  80  barrels  an  acre,  at  4*/.  a  barrel ;  planted  potatoes ; 
I  the  crop  not  worth  digging;  dug  it  for  oals,  the  crop  not  worth 
I  reaping:  then  left  it  in  grasH,  which  was  iiulitfurent,  not  worth 
f  more  tlian  St.  an  acre. 


NuHBEB  5. 

Another  experiment  wae  on  the  same  sort  of  bog,  which,  when 
well  drained,  was  manured  in  spring  with  lime-stone  groTel,  and 
then  with  marie  instead  of  dung,  and  planted  with  potatoes  i  the 

_,«rop  £4  an  acre :  then  dug  it  for  oats  ;  the  erup  G  barrels,  ntid 

I  then  left  to  grsM ;  worth  £1  5i.  an  acre. 
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AootLer  experiment,  tbe  tame  m  the  preceding,  except 
laid  inatead  of  marie  r  tlie  efTect  in  every  respect  on  a  par  with 
the  marie.  Neither  of  them  yielded  half  the  produce  which  dung 
or  ashes  would  have  done. 

Ndnbeb  7. 
Another  bog  of  the  same  sort  was,  after  draining,  manured 
with  lime-stone  gravel,  and  then  with  the  scowering  of  ditches 
ftnd  eartli,  to  the  amount  of  3^  inches  deep  on  the  surface : 
expenee  in  all  £4  an  acre.  Then  left,  and  nothing  more  done  to 
it;  very  good  grass  came  the  nest  teoEon,  worth  JV>r  grazing  ISj. 


NCMBES  8. 

Another  spongy  bog  drained,  and  then  well  gravelled,  at 
£2  Ids,  Left  so  for  three  years ;  scarce  any  grass  came,  the 
heath  atUI  remaining:  planted  potatoes  iiti  it  without  any  daag 
or  other  additional  manure ;  the  crop  £4  an  acre ;  then  dug  it 
amootb,  and  nothing  sown  in  it,  but  came  immediately  to  verjr 
good  pasture,  worth  13j.  an  acre. 

Mr.  French  recommends,  from  his  experience,  the  following 
mode  of  improving  bogs ;  first,  the  great  object  is  draining;  maiit 
drains  should  bo  made  on  each  side  the  bog.  near  the  firm  land ; 
these  cuts  should  be  six  ftiet  deep  and  eight  wide,  and  will  cost 
li.  a  perch.  Then  cross  drains  fivm  main  drain  to  main  drain,  Kt 
from  3  hi  10  perch  Irom  one  to  the  other,  at  three  feet  deep  ftml 
four  wide,  at  the  expenee  of  ^d.  a  perch.  Here  is  the  first  yeiir'i 
work.  Tlie  next  year  go  into  all  the  drains  and  sink  them, 
which  will  cost  Iff.  a  perch  ;  if  a  frost  comes,  carry  on  the  lime- 
■tone  gravel,  let  it  be  a  coat  of  two  inches  tliick ;  if  three  it  will 
be  better;  two  inches  will  cost  £3  if  not  carried  fartlier  than  half 
a  (juarter  of  a  mile ;  if  carried  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  it  will  cost 
£4  1 0:,  if  half  a  mile,  £6  1 5s.,  if  a  mile  £9,  Prefers  the  clayey 
lime-slonc  gravel  lo  every  other  manure :  if  that  is  not  to  be  had, 
clay ;  and  if  not  clay,  other  gravel ;  if  no  gravel  or  clay,  then 
lime  ;  if  nothing  else,  then  the  light  marie  under  bogs.  Upon 
this  manui'iiig  ppread  a  compost,  one-third  dung,  one-third  ditch 


UK76.] 


WOODLAWN. 


^^B«arth,  and  one-third  lime-Btone  gravel,  nine  bushels  to  tlie  squ&re 
^yTpercli ;  if  dung  only,  six  ;  and  upon  tltat  plant  potatoes  in  the 
common  manner.  The  crop  will,  on  an  average,  be  30  barrels, 
at  8».  or  £12  an  acre.  The  poor  people  will  readily  give  three 
or  four  guineaa  aa  acre  for  liberty  to  plant  them,  Upon 
this  crop  of  potatoes  spread  two  bughels  of  dung  more  to  the 
perch,  and  plant  a  second  crop  of  potatoes,  making  the  furrows 
where  tbe  ridges  were,  and  make  the  ridges  of  both  crops  nine 
feet  wide,  and  the  trenches  fonr,  Thia  crop  of  potatoes  will  be 
full  as  good  as  the  first.  Then  dig  it,  levelling  the  trcochea, 
■cooping  the  sides,  to  fill  up  with,  and  the  manured  part  on  the 
surface  i  sow  bai'lej ;  the  crop  will  be  12  barrels  on  an  average  ; 
■with  this  barley  bow  grass  seeds,  and  it  will  immediately  be  worth 
formeadow£l  10».  Let  this  go  on  for  seven  years ;  then  give 
it  a  light  gravelling,  at  £1  IOj.  an  acre ;  dung  it  four  bushels  per 
perch  ;  plant  potatoes,  £12  an  acre  ;  then  barley  14  barrels  ;  and 
then  meadow  worth  40«.  In  this  circumstance  of  letting  meadow 
it  shnnlil  be  remarked,  that  they  will  hire  it  at  great  prices,  such 
U  mimited,  but  the  same  lands  would  not  let  at  more  than  1 6i. 
upon  n  lease;  for  in  one  case  you  stand  the  chance  of  keeping 
the  land  to  its  present  heart,  and  in  the  other  the  tenant  has  that 
chance. 

There  is  a  circumfltiiico  which  should  be  mentioned,  the  skin 
of  tbe  tnrf  should  not  be  broken  for  some  years  by  heavy  cattle ; 
for  wherever  they  make  a  hole,  the  rushes  grow  at  once,  which 
cannot  be  easily  destroyed,  Mr.  French  does  not  think  it  at 
alt  necessary  to  keep  an  improved  bog  under  grass,  as  he  has 
fonnd  by  experience,  that  the  more  they  are  eidtivated  the  better 
they  grow.  In  the  winter  he  feeds  his  reclaimed  bogs  with 
■heep ;  they  have  a  perpetual  spring  of  grass  all  through  that 
season,  and  are  of  a  nature  so  contrary  to  that  of  rotting  sheep, 
that  they  will  recover  those  which  are  threatened  with  that  djs- 
■  temper. 

He  has  planted  several  large  clumps  m  his  reclaimed  bogs,  and 
lu  found  that  almost  every  kind  of  tree  thrives  well  m  them ;  I 

lught  the  spruce  fir  seemed  to  get  op  the  quickest,  but  all  of 
■a  appeared  perfectly  healthy. 
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Calculation  of  improving  a  tquarf  mile  upon  Ihe  precrding  plan 


S,8B1  pprchfs  of  maiD  drains,  b 
20,4B0  perches  of  iross  draina, 
Two  miles  of  rosri,  10  focc  wjrie,  iit 
GrBvelling,  on  an  avcrago  of  tlie  A\ 
Wfflur  on  llio  dunging,  40s.  per 


Deduct  rent  of  Ihe  land  for  rotaioes,  at  £3 

Manuring  second  crop  of  [lotiiti  es,  liiboiir  30s, 

DedacC  rent  for  potntiiee,  as  before 

Lavelling  and  digging  far  tho  barli'^.  30^. 

A  barrel  an  acre  of  barley  seed,  B*.  an  b< 
Reaping,  liarTesting,  atKl  threshing,  20s.  an  iic 

Dedut'l  iho  value  of  the  imp,  9  barrela,  at  8«. 


Remain,  lolal  cxpences  of  ibe  improvcmonl 


Several   verj   groat   ilcdnctions   are    made    in    this    occouut,. 
because  the  Log  la  Bnpposed  to  be  a  Tcrj  large  mie. 


m] 


WOODIAWN, 


Mr.  Trench  bujB  in  jear-oltl  bullocks  and  some  spajed  heiferg, 
,t  £1  IS*,  eaci;  sells  them  out  nt  tbree-jeara  old,  good  atorei, 
but  not  fat,  at  £6  3«.  on  an  arera^'e.  lie  liai  930  slieep,  consiet- 
tng  of  300  ewF3,  ISO  lambs,  270  jearlings  and  two-jear  olds,  and 
lED  Tat  ihcep.  Tlie  annual  slaughter  and  sale  U  ISO  fat  wetberi, 
■t  £1  3it.^-60  culled  ewea,  at  15«.  In  order  W  save  dung  for  hia 
bog  unprovement,  he  has  cut  a  large  drain  from  bia  yarda  and 
atablea  through  the  garden,  paved  it,  and  keeps  it  filled  with  bog 
earth,  and  all  the  urine  of  the  cattle,  &c.  running  into  it,  makes 
an  excellent  compost  for  the  gardener. 

Average  rent  of  the  improved  part  of  the  county  of  Galway, 
14i.  an  acre.  About  Woodlawn  14«.  to  IBs.  The  soil  all  liine- 
it«ne  gravel,  or  lime-stone  fine  sound  land.  The  size  of  farms 
varies  :  there  are  many  small  ones  of  from  30  to  100  acres,  part 
graziog  and  part  tillage;  also  many  atock  ones,  up  to  1,000  and 
1,500  acres ;  and  these  graziers  re-let  to  the  cabbins  part  of  it  at 
B  very  high  rent,  by  whom  are  carried  on  moat  of  the  tillage  of 
the  country.  Mr.  Trench  remarks,  that  if  good  land  is  let  to  the 
poor  people,  they  are  sure  to  destroy  it ;  but  give  them  heath,  or 
«hat  is  bad,  and  they  will  make  it  good. 

1.  Potatoes  on  the  grass,  2,  Summer  fallow.  3.  Wheat. 
4.  Oala.     5.  Oats.     6.  Lay  out. — No  seeds. 

1.  Potatoes.   S.  Barley.   3.  Wheat.    4.  Oats.  S.  Oats.  8.  Oats. 

I.  Potatoes  on  grass,  2.  Gravel  and  fallow.  3,  Wheat. 
4.  Barley,     S.  Oats.     6.  Leave  it  for  grass. 

1.  PolatoEB.  2.  Flax.  3.  Wheat.  4.  Oata.  5.  Oats. 
6.  Lay  out. 

Average  produce  of  potatoes,  30  barrels,  at  42  stone,  at  8».  or 
£12.  or  wheat,  B  barrels,  at20  stone.  Of  barley,  12  barrets,  at 
16  stone.     Of  oats,  12barrolB,  at  14  ston& 

Every  poor  man  sows  some  flax,  but  still  they  do  not  raise 
enough  for  their  spinning,  for  that  is  miiversal.  Lime-stone 
gravel  is  the  general  manure.  No  liuae,  though  it  is  every  where 
to  be  had  ;  the  price  to  bum  is  4il.  a  barrel  of  3  bushels  roach. 
Every  cabbin  has  eight  or  nine  acres,  and  two  or  three  cows,  or 
two  cows  and  one  horse ;  and  about  half  have  horses,  two  or 
three  pi^,  and  many  poultry ;  half  a  rood  of  flax,  one  acre  pota- 
toes, or  half  at  a  medium.  Tbey  live  on  potatoea,  oats,  or  barley 
bread,  or  butter;  like  oata  much  better.  Their  eu^urastancea 
ue  mnch  improved  in  20  years.  They  pay  rent  I2l,  to  14s.  an 
acre  for  their  lands. 
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Septemberlth,  toKiltartiLB.' the  seat  of  Robert  Gregory, 
Esq.  who  is  engaged  in  pursioits  which,  if  well  imitated, 
will  improve  the  face  of  the  country  not  a.  little.  He  haa 
built  a  large  house  with  numerous  ofBcea,  and  taken  5  or 
600  acres  of  land  into  his  own  hands,  which  I  found  him 
improving  with  great  apirit.  Walling  was  his  first  object, 
of  which  he  has  executed  many  miles  in  the  most  perfect 
manner :  his  dry  ones,  6  feet  high,  3  feet  and  a  half  thick 
at  bottom,  and  20  inches  at  top,  cost  2s.  6d.  the  perch, 
running  measure.  Piers  in  mortar,  with  a  gate  and  irons 
complete,  £1  lis.  "Walls  in  mortar,  fire  feet  high,  cost  6». 
a  perch.  He  has  fixed  two  English  bailifCs  on  his  farm,  one 
for  accounts  and  oTerlooking  his  walling  and  other  busi- 
ness ;  and  another  from  Norfolk,  for  introducing  the  tumep 
husbandryi  ho  has  12  acrea  this  year;  and  what  par- 
ticularly pleased  me,  I  saw  some  Irishmen  hoeing  them ;  the 
Norfolk  man  had  taught  them ;  and  I  was  convinced  in  a 
moment,  that  these  people  would  by  practice  soon  attain  a 
sufficient  degree  of  perfection  in  it.  The  soil  aroimd  is  all 
a  dry  sound  good  lime-stone  land,  and  lets  from  10s.  to  12«. 
an  acre,  some  at  more.  It  is  in  general  applied  to  sheep. 
Mr.  Gregory  has  a  very  noble  nursery,  £ram  which  he  la 
making  plantations,  which  will  soon  be  a  great  ornament 
to  the  country. 


CHAPTER  Xm. 


Sir  LuciuB  O'Brien  »t  Drummolu  nil.— Cyder  orchicdi,— Condi  lion  of 
tho  people. — Wool  .smuggling. — Visw  of  the   Shannon. — Limerick.— 
Proiperity  and   progresa.— " 
eUiming  Co  be  of  ancient  romiiy  a 


Doneraile.^ — Collieries  >t  Kanti 


A-lilworlh  at  Annsgrove. — Lalionrer* 
and  diapiissessfld  of  ihair  eslulei. — 
-Mr.  JepbioD  &t  Ukliow. 


SEPTEMBER  5th,  to  Drummoland.'  the  seat  of  Sir 
Lnciua  O'Brien,  in  the  county  of  Clare,  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  repeatedly  assiduous  to  procure  me  every 
sort  of  information.  I  should  remark,  as  I  have  now  left 
Galwaj,  that  that  county,  from  entering  it  in  the  road  to 
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Tuain  till  leaTing  it  to-day,  has  been,  upon  the  whole, 
inferior  to  most  of  the  parts  I  have  travelled  io  Ireland  in 
point  of  beauty  :  there  are  not  moimtainH  of  a  magnitude 
to  make  the  view  striking,  It  is  perfectly  free  from  woods, 
and  even  trees,  except  about  gentlemen's  houses,  nor  has  it 
a  Tariety  in  its  fat-e.  1  do  not,  however,  speiik  without 
exception  j  I  passed  some  tracts  which  are  chearful. 
Drummoland  has  a  pleasing  variety  of  grounds  about  the 
house ;  it  stands  on  a  hill  gently  rising  from  a  lake  of  24 
acres,  in  the  middle  of  a  noble  wood  of  oak,  ash,  poplar, 
&c.  three  beautiful  hills  rise  above  it,  over  which  the 
plantations  spread  in  a  varied  manner;  and  these  hills 
command  very  fine  views  of  the  great  rivers  Fergus  and 
Shannon  at  their  junction,  being  each  of  them  a  league 
wide.  For  the  following  particulars  I  am  indebted  to  Sir 
LuduB  O'Brien. 

Average  rent  of  the  county  of  Clare,  5s.     The  butt  tracts  of 

r  Und  in  the  county,  are  the  east  mountains,  part  of  the  Itnronj 

I  of  Biirrin,  and  the  great  peninsnla,  which  forms  the  north  eliore  of 

1   the  Shannon.     Great  tracts  are  let  at  nothing  at  all,  but  there  are 

[   20,000  acres  from  Paradise  hill,  along  the  Fergus  and  Sbannon  to 

I'  Limerick,  which  let  at  20».  on  acre.     These  lands  are  called  the 

eoreaties.     The  soil  of  them  is  either  a  rich  black  loam,  or  a  deep 

J  rich  blue  clay ;  and  all  the  higher  lands  arc  lime-slone,  or  lime- 

I   stone  gravel.      The  moiintttiiis   are   generally  grit-stone.      The 

!  of  farms  a  various.     Captain  Tira.  Maciiamara  farms  7,000 

es,  but  part  in  other  counties.    Mr.  Singlet<)n,  4,000  acres.    A 

1   farm  of  £300  a  year  is  a  very  small  one  ;   £.500  a  jear  middling  ; 

this  is  speaking  of  stock-farms.     The  tillage  of  the  country  is 

I    carried  on  bj  little  farmers,  from  £U0  to  £100  a  year ;   but  most 

I    of  it  by  the  poor  labourers,  who  are  generally  under- 1  en  ants,  not 

holding  of  the  landlonis.     The  courses  of  crops  are, 

I.    FotatoEB.      2.    Here.      3.    Wheat.      4.    Oats.      5.    Oats. 
'    6.  Oats.     7.  Lay  it  out  to  grass. 

1.    Beans.      2.    Here.      3.    Barley.      4.    Wheat.      5.    Oats. 
6.  Oats.     7.   Oats.     8.   Lay  it  out,  or  beans  again. 

Of  wheat  they  sow  10  to  15  stone  an  acre  ;  the  crop,  in  the 

corcass  grounds,  8  barrels,  in  the  other  lands  5  or  6 ;  20  stone  to 

&e  barrel.     Potatoes  they  measure  by  the  barrel  of  48  stone ; 

I  they  plant  6  to  the  acre,  and  the  average  produce  50  barrels. 
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They  never  plant  them  on  the  corcass  lands,  for  they  will  not 
grow  there.  Mr.  Fitigerald,  of  Sbepperton,  has  hml  100  barrela 
per  acre ;  the  favourite  sorta  are  the  apple,  the  Castania,  the 
Buck,  being  a  species  of  the  Howard.  Thcj  lat  pigs  oo  tijem  ; 
but,  what  much  amazed  me,  was  fattening  hogs  on  gross,  whicli 
the;  do  vcrj  general!)',  and  make  them  as  fat  as  a  buUoek,  bub 
put  them  up  to  beaus  for  tliree  weeks  U>  hardeo  the  fat.  Of 
barlej  they  sow  14  atone  an  aurc,  and  get  nix  barrels,  at  33  atons-i 
each.  Bere,  two  rowed  barley,  calleil  Englinh  here,  aud  &mt 
rowed,  called  Duick,  and  of  these  the  bere  yields  best.  Ur, 
Singleton  has  had  40  barrels  of  here  per  acre,  each  IC  stone  on 
the  corcuKS  land.  Of  oats  they  sow  2 1  stone  to  the  acre,  and  get 
12  barrels,  iin  aa  average  14  stone  each ;  and  on  the  corcass  Und 
16.  Of  beans  they  sow  35  stone  to  the  acre,  sow  tliom  on  the 
greeu  sod  soon  after  Christniits,  and  plough  them  in ;  never  haod- 
hoe  or  weed  tlicin :  the  average  crop  20  barrels,  at  20  stone ;  SO 
the  greatest ;  tliey  are  used  for  home  consumption  in  dear  years, 
and  for  exportation  in  cheap.  The  poor  people  make  bread  of 
them,  and  eat  them  boiled,  anil  they  prefer  a  bushel  of  tbem  to  ft 
bushel  of  wheat ;  but  they  will  not  eat  them,  except  in  a  scarcity. 
No  pease  sowu,  but  rape  i[i  considerable  quantities  in  mountain 
grounds,  or  boggy,  both  of  which  are  burnt  for  it.  They  plough 
the  furrow  very  shallow,  and  burn  it :  they  never  feed  it.  The 
crop  of  seed  8  barrels,  al  16  ft.  at  from  It.  Gd.  to  ISs.  a  barrel, 
ffencrally  from  14».  to  17».  It  is  pressed  into  oil  at  the  mills  of 
Six  Mile  Bridge  and  Scariff,'  near  Killaluc ;  but  the  greatest  part 
is  bought  up  by  the  merchants  of  Limerick  for  exportation  for 
Uolla:id,  and  last  year  some  part  of  it  hod  been  sent  to  Great 
Britain,  in  cousuipieucc  of  tUc  Act  which  passed  lost  sessionB. 
The  rape  cakes  are  all  exjiorted  to  England  for  manure:  the 
price  of  them  at  4si,  or  42*.  per  ton.  The  rape  and  the  beui 
straw  are  burnt  to  ashes  for  the  soap  boilers ;  and  Mr.  Singleton 
has  a  kiln  contrived  on  purpose  for  burning  lime  with  it,  collect- 
ing the  ashes  at  the  same  time  that  the  lime  is  burnt.  No  clover 
is  sown,  except  by  Sir  Lucius  O'Brien.  Flax  is  sown  in  nnall 
quantities  by  the  pour  people  for  tlicir  own  consumption ;  md 
some  yam  sold,  but  not  much  Irom  the  whole  coimty.  Spinning 
is  by  no  means  general ;  not  half  the  women  spin.  Some  linens, 
handle  cloths,  and  Clare  dowlas,  for  exportation  in  small  quanti- 
ties, and  other  sorts,  enough  fur  homo  consumption.  Wool  i* 
'  SU  Mile  Briilgc  aud  ScarriCT,  co.  Clum. 
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Bpnn  fur  cloatliing  for  tbe  people,  into  worsted  yarn  for  scrgea, 
aiid  into  jam  for  stockingB.  Qreat  quantities  of  frizes  are  eoU 
ont  of  the  county. 

Muub  boath  waste  laud,  many  bundrcds  of  acres  every  year  are 
brought  in  by  parbg  and  burning  for  rape,  but  use  no  manure  for 
it ;  after  that  wheat,  and  get  good  crops,  and  then  two,  three,  or 
finu"  crops  of  oals,  good  ones ;  then  loft  for  grass,  and  comes 
tolerable  herbage,  worth  5t,  an  acre. 

The  principal  grazing  system  consists  in  a  union  of  both  rear- 
ing  ftnd  &tteuiiig ;  the  rearing  farius  generally  nl  a  oonitidernble 
distance  from  tbe  rich  laudu  on  the  Fergus  and  Shannon.  The 
most  profitable  management  of  grazing,  in  to  buy  in  year-olds 
upon  this  Byatem,  but  it  can  only  be  done  by  hewing  a  variety  of 
land,  uonimouly  at  a  distance.  It  is  found  much  more  beneficial 
I  buying  in  bullocks  in  autumn,  and  cows  in  May,  as  the 
Heath  graziers  do. 

The  average  prico  of  the  year-olds,  is  from  £2  2t.  to  £2  lOi. 
Ind  the  price  sold  at  four  and  n  half  year-olds,  weighing  4^  cwt. 
MJ,  to  5j  I'wt.  is  on  an  average  at  £8.  For  cows  bought  in  in 
'Ifty,  £3  3«.  to  £3  I2i.  andsell  at  £^  10s.  An  acre  of  the  corcasa 
jtand  will  fatten  one  of  theiie  bullock?,  but  then  it  must  not  be 
winter.fed  at  all.  Sheep,  ou  an  average,  shear  three  to  a  stone 
of  16  lb.  and  sell  at  I«.  per  lb.  Mr.  Macnaujara  sold  this  year  55 
b*g8,  besides  his  lambs'  wool ;  the  weight  is  Irom  six  hnndred  to 
seven  and  a  bslfi  fifty  stone,  aud  tliis  year's  price  I7«.  6d.  a  stone. 
Upon  the  lime-stone  sheep-walks  of  this  county,  they  keep  from 
OUR  and  a  half  to  five;  on  an  average,  three.  The  loss  on  stock- 
nhcep,  bitllocks,  &c.  will  not  amount  to  more  than  one  per  cent, 
on  the  value.      For  hiring  and  stocking  a  grazing  farm,  tliree 

^  rents  are  reckoned  to  do.  Those  bidlocks  that  arc  to  be  fattened 
tiie  summer  following,  they  give  hay  most  part  of  the  winter,  for 
ftiur  or  five  months,  as  much  aa  tliey  will  eat,  which  will  be  half 
an  acre  of  good  meadow. 

There  are  4,000  bullocks  fattened  annually  In  the  county  of 
Clare;  bought  iu  at  £6  and  sold  out  at  £lD  and  3,000  cows, 
bought  in  at  £3  and  sold  fat  at  £5,  also  (j,000  fat  wctljers,  soid 
out  of  the  county  annually  at  20«.  each. 

This  coutitry  is  famous  for  eyder-orchards,  the  cakagee 
eapocially.  which  is  incomparably  fiue.  An  aero  of  trees 
yields  from  four  to  t«ii  hogsheads  per  annum,  average  bix. 
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and,  what  is  very  uncommon  in  the  cyder  counties 
England,  yield  a  crop  every  year.  I  never  beheld  trees 
loadeu  with  apples  as  in  Sir  Lucius  O'Brien's  orchard 
amazed  me  that  they  did  not  breaV  under  the  immi 
load  which  bowed  down  the  branches.  Ho  expected 
hogshead  a  tree  from  several. 

Land  sells  at  twenty  years'  purchase.  Eents  Tell  in  the 
rearing  lands  5s.  or  6«.  in  the  pound,  but  rich  lands  feU 
very  little.  Tythes  are  compounded  by  a  composition 
made  every  year  by  the  piece.  Fat  buUocks  nothing.  Sheep^ 
20».  per  hundred.  Wheat,  5«.  Barley,  3«.  Oats,  2«.  Poto-.^ 
toes,  10s.  Middle  men,  not  common,  but  much  land 
let,  arising  from  the  long  tenures  which  are  given  of  three' 
Urea,  &c.  The  poor  live  upon  potatoes  ten  months  of  tha 
year  j  but,  if  a  mild  winter,  and  a  good  crop,  all  the  year 
on  them.  They  keep  cowe  very  generally,  but  not  so  maiij 
as  in  the  list  of  Sir  Lucius's  tenants,  I^abour  is  usually 
paid  for  with  land.  Working-daya  of  Roman  CathoUoa 
may  be  reckoned  250  in  a  year,  which  are  paid  for  with  tw 
much  land  as  amounts  to  about  six  pounds,  and  the  good 
and  badmaster  iBdiatinguishedby  this  land  being  reckoned 
at  an  high  or  a  low  rent.  The  state  of  the  poor,  ou  com- 
parison with  what  they  were  twenty  years  ago.  is  that  they 
are  much  increased  in  numbers,  and  better  clad  than  they 
were,  and  more  regularly  fed,  in  being  freed  from  those 
scarcities  which  were  felt  before  the  laws  for  the  increase 
of  tillage.  Relative  to  religion,  there  was  a  return  to., 
the  Committee  of  Religion,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  itt' 
1765,  when  the  return  of  Clare  was  as  follows,  in  fiT«(< 
divisions : — 
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Lucerne,  Sir  Laeina  cultivated  for  Bome  years,  and  found 
wHle  it  waa  attended  to,  and  kept  clean,  that  it  was  of 
great  use  for  horses  ;  but  his  absence  and  neglect  destroyed 
it.  Eelative  to  smuggling  wool  from  Clare,  he  gave  me 
BBTeral  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  there  had  not  been 
any  for  some  years  ;  that  county  is  well  situated  for  it,  and 
Bome  aliips  smuggled  brandy  and  tobacco,  and  could  carry  it 
away  with  great  ease,  yet  not  one  goes.  Sir  Lucius  was 
executor  to  a  man  who  made  a  fortune  by  it  twenty-five 
years  ago,  but  he  would  never  smuggle  when  above  10«,  a 
stone ;  I  had  the  same  account  in  Galway.  The  cause  of 
the  high  price  of  wool  is  the  admisflion  of  woollen  yam  in 
all  the  porta  of  England,  and  the  increased  demand  in  the 
Manchester  fabric  for  that  yam,  which  demand  would  have 
operated  in  England  as  in  Ireland,  had  the  cheapness  of 
spinning  been  equal.  Another  cause,  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, and  the  people  being  better  clad.  Sending  a  pound 
of  wool  to  France,  smugglers  compute  to  be  sixpence,  which 
ia  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  present  prime  cost,  Thus  the  French 
could  get  wool  much  cheaper  from  England,  where  the 
prime  cost  is  lower.  There  is  none  from  Cork,  for  being  a 
LtoBnufacturing  town,  the  people  would  not  allow  it.  A 
Vllatj  of  4(Z.  per  stone  of  18  lb.  on  woollen  and  worsted 
^rajTi  eiported,  marts  the  quantity  which  L^land  grows 
tteyond  its  own  consumption.  Raw  wool,  two  tbouBand  to 
10,000stone,  the  rest  yam,  which  ia  nearly  doubled  in  value 
by  the  manufacture.  The  quantity  of  broad-cloth  and 
serges,  that  is,  old  and  new  drapery,  imported  from 
England,  equals  the  eiport  of  woollen  yam.  It  is  remark- 
able that  upon  the  corcass  lands  in  this  county,  there  are 
several  tools  in  use,  which  are  called  Dutch,  a  DxUch  spade, 
a  Dutch  plough,  &c. 
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O'Brien  introduced  me  to  two  of  the  moBt  consider- 
in  the  county,  Mr.  Singleton,  and  Mr,  FitKgerald, 
and  rode  through  a  part  of  their  farma,  Mr.  Singleton's  corcosi 
meadowB  were  one  continued  bed  of  nuhes,  tiU  be  destroyed 
them  by  a  method  which  alone  proved  effectual,  which  is  digging 
up  the  runh,  and  turning  it  topsy-turvy  into  the  hole  again,  this 
he  finds  effectually  destroys  them,  and  the  expence  is  not  so  great 
as  might  be  imagined.  This  gentleman  has  more  tillage-land 
than  common  upon  grazing  farms  ;  he  shewed  me  a  haggard,  well 
filled  with  wheat  stacks ;  seventeen  acres  of  that  grain  yielded 
him  196  barrels.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  a  very  attentive  fanner,  and 
in  several  particnlara,  conducts  his  business  upon  principles 
different  from  those  which  are  common  in  Ireland.  He  has  built 
excellent  farming-offices ;  particularly  a  ham,  exceedingly  well 
contrived;  the  com  may  be  thrown  at  once  from  the  part  of  the 
bam  where  it  is  stowed  on  to  two  threshing  floors,  the  one  over 
another,  and  from  the  stacks  through  a  window  into  the  bam. 
His  bay  is  also  thrown  in  the  same  manner,  down  into  the  cow. 
house,  and  his  potatoes  into  a  vault.  These  conveniences,  which 
are  a  great  saving  of  labour,  are  gained  by  the  buildings  beiug 
raised  on  the  side  of  a  steep  hill,  cut  away  for  the  purpose.  His 
cows  he  keeps  in  the  house  all  winter,  by  which  means  they  are 
better  wintered,  and  he  raises  a  great  quantity  of  manure.  The 
chaff  of  bia  com  crops  be  saves  carcfuLly,  which  is  directly  con* 
trary  to  the  country  ;  and  what  is  much  more,  cuts  much  hay 
■nd  straw  into  chaff,  with  an  engine,  which  he  finds  to  answer 
perfectly  well ;  the  man  works  it  with  one  hand,  and  supplies  it 
with  the  other,  being  fixed  against  tiie  wall. 

September  the  Sth,  left  Drumoland.  Sir  Lucius  rode  with  me 
thro'  Clonmelly,'  to  the  bill  abovo  Bunratty  Castle,  for  a  view  of 
the  Shannon.  Clonmelly  is  a  division  of  Srnmlinc  parish,  900 
acres  of  corcass  land  in  one  lot,  which  is  cheap,  at  SOs.  an  acre, 
I  went  into  some  of  the  postures,  which  were  stocked  with  rery 
fine  bullocks,  at  the  rate  of  one  to  every  acre.  In  this  neighbour- 
hood, Mr.  Hickman  has  a  close  of  20  acres,  which,  when  in  his 
own  bands,  fattened  him  2  cows  per  acre,  and  in  winter  fed  him 
100  wethers,  to  the  improvcmeot  of  6'.  each.  The  profit  by  the 
cows  was  £4,  and  by  the  sheep  £1  IOj.  per  acre  :  in  all  £5  B*. 
I  had   this  fact   Itou   bis  own  mouth.      The  richness  of  these 
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COrcaHiee,  wbicli  are  fliit  lands  on  tbe  river  side,  tbat  bare  been 
gained  at  different  times  from  the  snit  water,  is  very  great.. 
Wben  in  tillitgc,  tlicy  sometimes  yield  extraordinary  crops ;  SO 
Stat  barrels  an  acre  of  bcre  have  been  known,  sixteen  of  bftrler, 
and  from  20  t«  24  of  oale  are  common  crops. 

Prom  Clonmelly  Hill,  the  prospect  is  very  noble.  There 
is  a  Tiew  of  the  Shannon  from  Limerick  to  Foynes  Island, 
which  is  30  miles,  with  all  ita  bays,  bends,  ielande.  and 
fertile  shores.  It  ia  from  one  to  three  miles  broad,  a  most 
noble  river,  deserving  regal  navies  for  its  ornament,  or 
what  are  bettor,  fleets  of  merchantmen,  the  chearful  signs 
of  far  extended  commerce,  instead  of  a  few  miserable 
fishing  boats,  the  only  canvass  that  swelled  upon  the  scene 
but  the  want  of  commerce  in  her  ports  is  the  misfortunSt 
not  the  fault  of  Ireland.  Thanks  for  the  deficiency  to  that 
illiberal  spirit  of  trading  jealousy,  which  has  at  times 
actuated  and  disgraced  so  many  nations.  The  prospect  hai 
a  noble  outline  in  the  bold  mountains  of  Tipperary,  Cork, 
Limerick,  and  Kerry.     The  whole  view  magnificent. 

At  the  foot  of  this  hill  is  the  Castle  of  Bimratty,  a  very- 
large  edifice,  the  seat  of  the  O'Briens,  princes  of  Thomond ; 
it  stands  on  the  bank  of  a  river,  which  falls  into  the 
Shannon  near  it.  About  this  castle,  and  that  of  Bosmo- 
nagher,  the  land  is  the  best  in  the  county  of  Clare;  it  ia 
wortji  £\  13s.  an  acre,  and  fata  a  bullock  per  acre  in 
Bummer,  besides  winter  feed. 

To  Limerick,  through  a  chearful  country,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  in  a  vale  surrounded  by  distant  mountains.    That 
city  is  very  finely  situated,  partly  on  an  island  formed  by  tha 
Shannon-     The  new  part,  called  Newtown  Pery,  from  Mr, 
Pery.  the  Speaker,  who  ovraa  a  considerable  part  of  the  city, 
and  represents  it  in  Parliament,  is  well  built.     Tbe  houses 
are  new  ones,  of  brick,  large  and  in  right  lines.     There  is  a 
communication  with  the  rest  of  the  town  by  a  handsome 
bridge  of  three  largo  arches,  erected  at  Mr.  Pery's  expence. 
Here  are  docks,  quays,  and  a  custom-house,  which  is  a  gc    " 
building,  faces  the  river,  and  on  the  opposite  banks  i' 
lai^o  quadrangular  one,  the  house  of  industry.     This  p 
of  Limerick  is  very  chearful  and  agreeable,  and  carries 
the  marks  of  a  flourishing  place. 


The  exports  of  tlils  port  &re  beef,  pork,  butter,  hides,  aad 
rftpe-aeed.  The  imports  arc  nim,  sugar,  timber,  tobacco,  wiuei, 
coals,  bark,  salt,  &c.  The  cuetotng  and  excise,  about  16  years 
ago,  amoantetl  to  £16,000,  at  preeent  £32,000,  and  rather  more 
four  or  five  jears  ago. 


Whole  re 


Reuenue  of  theport  of  Limerick,  year  ending 

March  SS,  1 

760 B9.IB7 

761 20,787 

762 S0,GSO 


764 32,635 

765 31,099 

Com.  Jour.  vol.  1 


TeanL 

Im  porta. 

Exporia, 

1765 

SI, 333     4 

16,739     B 

1767 

16,318  10 

2,365     4 

1768 

16,571  la 

3,239  17 

1769 

30,237   13 

7 

1,855     0 

1770 

23,138     0 

4 

1,941     3 

1771 

30,213  13 

e 

3,455     3 

1773 

33,003     3 

<i 

3,046  11 

30,606  IS 

7 

2,383      1 

1774 

17,317     0 

3,160  13 

1775 

16,979  10 

6 

2,647     5 

Baited  last  year,  43,700  pigs;  average  l^  lb.  Homed  cattle  (of 
which  many  were  cows)  12,200,  The  number  of  bullocks  killed 
here  in  a  jear  amounts  to  13,000;  iucreascd  pretty  considerably 
in  twenty  years.  Thcj  Lave  been  soltuig  pigs  all  siunmer.  Fork 
now  29».  3ii.  per  cwt,  was  only  12».  seren  years  ago.  The  valae 
of  bidlocks'  hides  are  on  on  average  35i.  Cows  24t.  per  cwt< 
Butter  exported  in  casks,  &om  two  to  three  cwt.  each,  now  44i. 
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but  not  increased.  A  good  dco!  of  rape-aeed  sliipped  off  for 
Holland,  and  owe  lmii(lre<l  tons  of  ra]ie- cakes  to  Wei!*  and  Iijnii 
in  Norfolk,  at  40s.  a  ton.  Till  this  last  year  at  2St.  a  ton.  Manjr 
tbousand  loads  of  dung  throirn  into  the  Shannon,  botli  in  tbe  towa 
and  muBj  places  along  the  rirer.  Within  five  or  six  jeari  thej' 
have  taken  some  airaj,  but  not  much.  Town  parks  let  at  £4  it, 
to  £5  for  10  miles  ever;  way  the  rent  is  25s.  to  30i, 

Mucli  flour  goes  to  Dublin  from  this  county  and  Tip- 
perary  on  the  land-carriage  bounty.  There  is  a  great 
increase  of  tillage  :  thrice  the  com  grown  that  there  wa« 
formerly.  There  has  been  much  pasturage  broken  np  on. 
this  account ;  some  bullock  land,  and  some  Bheep  land. 
Oreat  quantities  of  butter  made  within  a  few  mile«  of 
Limerick.  8can«  any  spinning  here,  or  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, either  of  wool  or  flax.  The  poor  live  upon  potatoes  ■ 
and  milk,  generally  speaking,  with  some  oatmeal.  They 
do  not  all  keep  oowe  ;  those  who  do  not,  buy,  and  pay  id, 
for  three  quarts  of  sldm  milk.  The  rent  of  their  cabbius 
and  one-fourth  of  an  acre  15«.  to  20«.  build  them  themselTos, 
They  are  in  a  better  situation  in  most  reapecta  than  twenty 
years  ago.  Pigsare  much  increased,  chiefly  or  entirely  bred 
by  the  cottara,  and  the  high  price  has  been  of  prodigious 
conaequence  to  them.  Thoy  are  much  better  clad  than  they 
were.  Date  their  inoreaao  of  this  from  the  open  cattle  trada 
to  England.  Population  has  much  increased  within  twenty 
years,  and  the  city  also,  but  was  more  populous  six  yearf ' 
ago  than  at  present.  Emigrations  were  known  from  hencej; 
two  ships  went  commonly  till  the  war.  Between  1740  ana 
1760.  there  were  only  four  carriages  in  and  about  Limerick,. 
the  Bishop's,  the  Dean's,  and  one  other  Clergyman's,  anl 
one  neighbouring  Gentleman's.  Fouryeara  ago  there  wep# 
above  seventy  coaches  and  post-chaises  in  Limerick,  and  one 
mile  round  it.  In  Limerick  district,  now  183  four-wheeled 
carriages ;  115  two-wheeled  ditto. 


Price  of  Pro 

'  Wheat,  1*.  \d.  a  stone.  Teal,  lOd.  a  couple. 

Bu'lej'  and  oats,  B\d.  to  Sd.  PloTer,  6d.  a  couple. 

Scotch    coals,    18j.      White-  Widgeon,  lOd.  ditto. 

haTcn,  20«.  Hares,  1(.  each,  cominonlj  Bold 
Aboatloadof  turf,  20 tons,  4Sj.  all  the  ^ear  round. 

Satmoo,  three  halfpence.  Woodcocks,  iOd.  to  2«.  2d.  & 
Trout,  2d,  very  fine,  per  Ih.  brace. 

Eels,  id.  a  pound.  O^'sters,  4rf.  to  1».  a  100. 

Rabbits,  Sif.  a  couple.  Lobsters,  I*,  to  1*.  6(/.  if  good. 
Wild  dueka,  20J.  to  2».a  couple. 

Land  seUs  at  twentj  jears'  purchase.  Rents  were  at  the  highest 
in  17G5,  fell  since,  but  i[i  four  jears  have  fallen  8j,  to  IOj,  an  acre 
about  Limerick.  They  are  at  a  stand  at  present,  owiiig  to  the 
high  price  of  proTisions  from  pasture. 

The  number  of  i>eople  in  Limertcli,  are  computed  at 
82,000,  it  is  exceeding  populoua  for  the  size ;  the  chief 
E  itreet  quite  crowded  ;  many  sedan  cbaire  in  town,  and  aome 
I  IxacVney  chaiaes.  Assemblioa  the  year  round,  in  a  new 
I  aaaembly-house,  built  for  tho  purpose;  and  plays  and 
'  concerts  common. 

Upon  the  whole.  Limerick  muat  be  a  very  gay  place,  but 

when  the  usual  number  of  troops  are  in  town,  much  more 

To  ahew  the  general  expences  of  living,  I  was  told  of 

a  person's  keeping  a  carriage,  four  horses,  three  men,  three 

I  maids,  a  good  table,  a  wife,  three  children,  and  a  nurse,  and 

'  all  for  ^500  a  year : 

£    1.    i        £    $.  d. 

A  footman 410toe60 

A  profeBscd  woman  cook    ....  G     6    0 

A  lioum-mald 3     0    0 

A  kiichea -maid 3    0    0 

Abutlsr loaotoiaoo 

A  barrel  of  beef  or  pork,  2001b.  weight.  VesseU  of  400  tons 
can  come  up  nith  epriag  tides,  which  rise  14  feet. 

September  9th,  to  Castle  Oliver ; '  various  country,  not  so 
rich  to  appearance  as  tho  corcassea,  being  fed  bare  :  much 
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hill^  ehccp-walk.  and  for  a  conaidsrable  way,  a  full  UiinM 
o£  it  potatoes  and  com :  no  Bign  of  d^jK>ptilatio&.  Jusfca 
before  I  got  to  the  hills,  a  &eld  of  ragwort  {senetio  jacobofi^'M 
buried  the  cowa,  The  first  view  of  Castle  OllTer  interest^! 
ing.  After  rising  a  mountain  so  high  that  no  one  cooIdS 
think  of  any  house,  jou  come  in  view  of  a  vale,  quitOw 
filled  with  fine  woods,  fields  margined  with  trees,  anjl 
hedge  plantations  climbiug  up  the  mountains.  Havin^a 
engaged  myself  to  Mr.  Oliver,  to  return  from  Eillamey  byfl 
his  house,  as  he  was  confined  to  Limerick  by  the  assizei,.a 
I  shall  omit  saying  any  thing  of  it  at  present.  I 

September  10th,  reached  Annsgrove,'  the  scat  of  Richard  fl 
Aldworth,  Esq;  to  whom  I  am  obliged  for  the  followiu^l 
particulars.  I 

Farms  about  Annsgrove,  in  tlic  parish  of  Castle  Tdwd  Rocli^  I 
riee  from  SO  ocrca  to  ^00,  a,  few  smaller.     It  abounds  exceedingly  fl 
with  laud  jobbers,  wlio  have  Uircd  large  tracts,  and  re-let  them  1 
to  teuantR,  and  those  to  nnder  ones,  but  gentlemen  arc  gettii^ 
nut  of  this  system  now.     No  graziers  here;  tbe  rents  are  made 
by  tillage  and  sheep,  and  a  few  dairies ;   the  soil  is  all  lime-stone, 
mach  fiao  hazel  loam,  from  4  to  18  inches  deep.     A  hill  runs 
through  this  country,  which  is  wet  woodcock  clay.     It  leta  in 
general  from  7s.  to  22«.  plantation  acre,  average  ISf.    The  barony 
of  Orrery  iu  this  county  (Corke)  is  as  rich  as  Limerick  ;   lets  from 
2ft.  to  3^.  an  acre.     The  next  in  Fermoy  13«,      Duhallow  has 
ranch  mountains  and  uuimproTed ;  Tsst  tracts  of  it  heath,  but 
rears  at  present  great  numbers  of  young  cattle,  and  many  dairies, 
average  rent  7s.     Condons  and  Clangibon  ISs.     Imokilly,  a  very 
fine  corn  country.     Barrymore,  rough,  7i,     Barrels  mountsina, 
with  bog,  4s.     Musherrj,  rough  and  unouliivated,  4i.     Kinalea 
yields  more  com  than  any  of  them ;  lets  at  14i.  the  English  acre. 
The  baronies  of  Kerrycuriby  and  Courcy's  upon  the  coast  are  aU 
high  let,  from  situation,  lOi.  the  English  acre.    In  Carhery,  there  J 
are  great  quantities  of  wild   country,  and  much   uncidttTated ; 
provisions  are  extravagantly  cheap,  from  want  of  couanunicationa,,! 
The  whole  county,  upon  an  average,   7*.     Tbe  course  of  crops  1 
about  Annsgrove  ; 

l.Totatoes.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats,  fi,  Oats,  G.  Oats.  | 
7.  Leave  it  for  three  years. 


'  AnoesgroTe,  ni 


r  Caatlcloivnrochc, 


I.  Cdik. 


I 

I 
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1.  Putaloca.  2.  Here.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats.  S.  Oats.  6.  OuU. 
7.  Leave  it  for  three  or  four  jears 

Flux  sown  iQ  patches  upou  lay,  and  somotimes  after  potatoes. 
Potatoes  tbcj  plant  iu  a  most  sloienl;  mnnner,  leaving  the  smsU 
ones  in  the  ground  of  the  first  crop,  in  order  to  be  seed  for  the 
■econd,  by  which  menns  they  are  not  sliced :  sometimes  a  sharp 
frost  catches  them,  and  dcBtroys  all  theac  roots.  They  plant 
many  on  grass  without  dung,  on  the  rich  laud,  and  psy  2Si.  to 
SOi.  an  acre  for  liberty  to  do  it.  Of  wheat  they  bow  20  stone 
per  acre,  and  get  on  an  average  7  barrels.  Tbey  seldom  sow  it 
till  February ;  tbey  think  the  lirst  dark  nights  in  that  mouth  the 
best  seed  time  in  the  year.  But  it  is  in  fact  owing  to  their  taking 
their  potatoes  up  so  late,  which  they  do  not  begin  till  near 
Christmas.  Some,  however,  are  earlier,  and  get  their  wheat  in 
in  November  and  December.  They  sow,  of  oats,  a  kilderkin,  or 
4  bushela  of  32  gallona.  Keithcr  pease,  beans,  nor  rape  in  the 
country,  but  tumeps  aod  clover  are  creepiug  in  among  gentle- 
men. Plas  is  sown  byj  every  body  for  their  owu  use,  which 
they  spin,  and  get  woven  into  liucn  for  themselves,  and  what 
they  have  to  spare,  sell  in  yarn.     There  ore  very  few  of  these 

Lime  la  the  great  manure ;  they  lay  100  common  barrels  to 
the  acre,  lasts  seven  or  eight  good  crops,  and  leaves  the  ground  the 
better  for  it :  but  their  principle  is  to  exhaust  as  fast  aa  possible 
in  conseqnence  of  liming.  It  costs  them  Sd.  a  barrel  roach. 
Bum  with  culm  from  the  coal  pits  in  the  barony  of  Diihallow. 
This  coal  is  only  used  for  drying  malt,  smiths'  forges,  &c.  hut  not 
for  common  fuel.  They  have  also  a  very  rich  manure,  which  is 
rotten  lime-stone,  as  they  call  it.  It  is  a  rock,  and  rises  very 
bard,  like  a  lime-stone  quarry,  but  when  exposed  to  the  air,  falls 
into  sand ;  it  has  a  strong  fermentation  with  acids,  and  gives 
great  crops  :  they  do  not,  however,  carry  it  above  a  mile  and 
half.  Faring  and  burning  they  are  very  fond  of  for  potatoes,  and 
■ometimes  for  here,  but  the  landlords  prevent  the  practice.  They 
get  very  great  crops  by  it,  and  do  it  to  chuse  on  waste  lands ; 
pare  with  on  instrument  they  call  a  graffane,  and  the  husbandry 
they  coll  graffaning  and  burning.  It  is  a  very  strong  hoe  with 
which  they  cut  up  the  turf,  rolling  it  up  with  their  foot  s«tbey 
do  it,  and  leaving  it  to  dry  in  order  to  bum.  They  do  it  iu  March 
or  April  tor  their  potatoo  planting ;  and  though  it  mokes  them 
yery  late,  yet  the  crops  never  fail.     Soot  is  Lhrown  away,  and  in 
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general  malt  dust,  aa  thej  do  not  screen  their  malt.      The  feocea  J 
of  common  farmers  are  raakitig  hanlu,  and  sowing  furze  seed. 
Grua  lands  are  applied  to  feeding  sheep  and  eona.    Their  sheep   J 
iysteni  is  that  of  breeding.      They  keep  their  lambs  till  thej  MO  I 
two  year  old  wetliera,  and  then  sell  them  to  those  who  fatten  n 
the  coast.     These  thej  sell  at  lis.  to  ISi.  each ;  and  the;  cull  I 
tome  ewes  every  year,  which  the  bntcliers  buy  at  I4»,  or  15>, 
They  shear  generally  on  an  average  4  Ih.  of  wool,  which  sells  ISt, 
to  19a,  Gd.  a  stone,  at  which  amazing  price  aonie  was  sold  thia'j 
year.     The  cottars  have  all  sheep,  which  they  milk  for  their  I 
families.    The  poor  people  reckon  their  cattle  by  collopi,  that  is 
proportions.     The  heaviest    coUop  is  six  sheep,  the  neit  it  &  J 
horse,  the  next  two  heifers,  and  lastly  the  cow.     Flocks  rise 
SOO  sheep;  no  folding.     Dairies  are  considerable.     Tbej  i 
from  20  to  SO  cows,  are  employed  in  making  butter  only ; 
some  parls  of  the  county  they  make  very  good  cheese.    An  acre 
and  a  quarter  maintains  a  eow  in  summer  and  winter  grass  and 
hay.      The  farmer  generally  lets  them  out  to  dairymen,  at  £2  «   J 
cow,  and  a  guinea  for  horn  money  ;  the  40(.  is  for  the  bntter,  and  ] 
the  guiuca  for  the  other  prodnce,  sour  milk,  pigs,  and  calf     But  I 
sometimes  the  rent  is  in  butter  a  hundredweight  per  cow  delivered  I 
in  Corke,  and  the  guinea  is  in  cash.      The  produce  is  not  mucll   [ 
more  than  this  cwt.  of  butter;    for   the  dairyman's  profit  liea   I 
principally  in  having  the  grass  of  a  cow,  an  acre  of  ground,  and  a  J 
cabbin  and  garden,  and  they  are  generally  very  poor.    They  rear 
many  pigs   on  account  of  the  dairies,  about  a  pig  to  every  cow, 
and  a  calf  to  every  two  cows,  which  tbcy  feed  on  sour  milk,  giving  1 
tbem  no  new  milk.     They  arc  attentive  to  have  their  cowa  calve   I 
in  May.      The  tillage  of  the  farmers  is  all  done  by  horses ;  that  I 
of  the  gentlemen  by  oxen.     Four  horses  and  three  men  to  everj  I 
plough,  one  to  drive,  one  t<)  bold,  and  another  with  a  pole,  bearing  I 
on  the  beam  to  keep  it  in  the  grounil ;  but  they  do  an  acre  ■  daj,  > 
by  means  of  leaving  a  great  apace  untouched  in  the  middle  of  each  i 
land,  where  they  begin  by  lapping  the  sods  to  meet.     To   100  ] 
acres  of  tillage  they  keep  about  six  horses ;  they  make  up  their  I 
teams,  borrowing  of  one  another.     The  chaff  is  thrown  away,  a 
every  where  else.      Hire  of  a  car  and  horse,  and  driver,  1*.  6cJ 
a  day.     Price  of  cBrriagc  a  \il.  per  cwt,  a  tnile.     In  hiring  farms,  I 
they  will  manage  to  take  a  100  acres  without  a  100  pence.    They  I 
will  do  it  without  teams  or  cattle,  or  any  thing  ;   by  re-letting  the 
land  for  potatoes,  grass  for  cows,  &q.  and  if  a  fellow  gets  £5  bj  ft  I 
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^^B  100  acres,  he  is  -very  well  satiafied.      Land  sells  at  20  fears* 

^f    purchase.      Renta,  at  present,  at  a  stand ;  rather  upon  the  rise, 

owing  to  the  price  of  butter  ;  they  fell  St.  fW.  in  the  pound  in 

1772  and  3.     Tythea  arc  cumpounded',      Wheat  pays    8j.    the 

English  acre  :    some  6t.       Barley  and  Dere  6$.       Potatoes   6i. 

I  Mowing  ground  2s.     Sheep  2d.     Lambs  2d.     Cows  2d,    Leases 
>re  generally  31  years,  or  three  liveB,  or  fur  ever. 


I 


The  poor  people  in  general  occupy  from  10  to  15  acres ; 
but  the  most  common  way  is  kiring  in  partnership  in  run- 
dale  ;  and  they  have  changedale  also.  Most  of  them  have 
only  a  cabbin  and  a  cabba^  garden,  aud  the  size  is  usually 
enough  for  100  plants ;  and  their  rent  for  it  208. ;  in  this 
case  they  pay  their  neighbour  for  the  grass  of  their  cow ; 
hut  I  was  Borry  to  find  that  some  of  them  have  no  cows. 
They  bve  the  year  through  upon  potatoes,  and  for  half  the 
year  have  nothing  but  water  with  them.  They  have  all  a 
pig.  and  some  of  them  several,  but  kill  one  for  themselvea 
at  Christmas.  Their  circumstances  are  very  generally 
better  than  twenty  years  ago,  especially  in  cloathing,  but 
in  food  no  great  difference.  Spinning  is  the  general 
business  of  the  women;  .they  Bpiu  infinitely  more  wool 
'  than  flai.  All  the  poor  keep  a  collop  of  sheep ;  aa  soon 
as  the  lamb  is  fit  to  kill,  they  sell  it,  except  enough  to  keep 
up  the  stock,  in  order  to  have  the  milk.  In  the  little  towns 
of  Doueraile,  Mitchelstown,  Mallow,  Kilworth,  Kanturk, 
and  Newmarket,  are  clothiers,  who  buy  up  the  wool,  employ 
combers  in  their  houses,  who  make  considerable  wages, 
and  when  combed,  they  have  a  day  fixed  for  the  poor  to 
come  and  take  it.  in  order  to  spin  it  into  worsted,  and  pay 
them  by  the  ball,  by  which  they  earn  one  penny  three 
farthings  to  two  pence  a  day.  The  clothier  eiports  this 
worsted  from  Cork  to  Bristol  and  Norwich.  Of  late  they 
have  worked  a  good  deal  of  it  into  serges,  which  are  sent 
to  Dublin  by  land- carriage,  and  from  thence  to  the  North, 
from  whence  it  ia  smuggled  into  England  by  way  of  Scot- 
land. The  poor  people's  wool  is  worked  into  frizes  for  the 
use  of  the  men.  The  weavers  who  work  these  frizes  and 
serges  live  about  the  country  in  the  cabbins.  Immense 
quantities  of  raw  wool  are  sent  to  Cork  from  all  parts ; 
£00  cars  have  been  Been  in  a  line ;  and  it  is  supposed  to  be 
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sect  in  large  qtmntitieB  to  Fmuce.  No  emigrations.  AH 
the  poor  people  are  Komau  Catholics,  and  among  them  are 
the  descendastE  of  the  old  families  who  once  possessed  the 
country,  o£  which  thej  still  preserve  the  full  memory, 
insomuch,  that  a  gentleman's  labourer  will  regularly  leave 
to  Mb  sod,  by  vrill,  his  ma9t«r'B  estate. 

Ireland  has  ver;  few  such  formers  as  Mr.  Aldnortb ;  forabovA 
600  acres  in  tillage  U  such  a,  buainess  as  1  have  no  wLere  met 
with.  Id  bia  improvementK,  tumcpa  romied  a  considerabla 
artiole  ;  iu  the  year  1772  he  began  with  tbem,  one  acre :  in  1774 
he  bad  two  acres :  in  177S,  five  acres  :  and  this  year,  eight-  Ha 
has  alvraja  hoed  them,  but  not  yet  in  anj  perfection,  though 
improving.  He  fed  ihem  on  the  land  with  sheep  hurdles ;  they 
were  chiefly  fat  wethers,  and  the  beneSt  be  fonnd  very  great; 
being  able,  hj  no  other  means,  to  keep  them  fat,  which  the  liimcpa 
did  in  great  perfection.  He  also  carted  some  off  for  stall-feeding 
bullocks  and  cows,  wliich  answered  perfectly  well.  A  very  great 
advantage  he  found  from  tumeps  iu  the  barley  which  Bucceeded, 
being  incomparably  better  than  after  any  other  preparation.  Mr, 
Aldworth  is,  upon  the  whole,  so  well  persuaded  of  tlie  advantage 
of  the  culture,  that  be  is  determined  to  increase  the  quantity 
every  year,  till  he  gets  a  fourth  part  of  his  farm  under  them. 
The  effect  of  lime  was  never  displayed  in  a  clearer  manner  thMi 
upon  Mr.  Aldworth's  farm.  The  soil,  I  should  observe,  is  a  loam 
and  brick  clay,  on  a  rock  of  lime-stone,  from  nine  inches  to  tiirea 
feet  deep  on  it ;  but  what  is  remarkable,  all  the  loose  Burface 
stones  are  grit,  audall  the  quarries  lime-atone.  Upon  this  soil  ha 
has  found  the  benefit  surprisiugly  great :  where  he  limes  he  gets 
very  good  crops  ;  and  where  he  does  not  he  can  get  no  crops  at 
all.  In  my  life  I  never  saw  this  clearer  displayed  than  in  two  of 
his  fields  this  year,  one  wheat  oud  tlie  other  barley ;  in  each  then 
was  about  an  acre  not  limed,  but  all  the  rest  had  100  barreli  bb 
acre  ;  the  parts  limed  had  a  ver;  fine  crop,  but  those  two  spots  a 
wretched  one ;  literally  speaking,  not  worth  mowing ;  and  another 
smaller  patch  in  the  barley  field  the  same ;  the  crop  excellent  to 
an  inch  where  the  lime  was  laid,  and  immediately  adjoining 
Qotliiug  but  weeds.  Another  experiment,  shewing  the  grekt 
efficacy  of  it,  was  a  comparison  he  made  ofit  with  the  sheep  told; 
he  folded  part  without  liming  iu  a  field,  the  rest  of  which  was 
Umeil,  and  the  eiipcriurity  of  the  latter  part  was  very  great. 
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Mr.  Aldworth  spreada  it  on  Lis  fulloTTS  for  wheat,  tad  on  Iiii 
pototoe-land  for  barley.  It  is  to  be  noted  iJiat  this  land  was  never 
limed  before.  Upon  another  part  of  hia  farm  which  had  been 
limed,  he  does  not  find  the  l>enefit  to  be  equal,  lie  bums  hh 
lime  in  both  running  and  standing  kilns ;  in  the  former  with  culm, 
and  the  expence  to  him  is  8d.  a  barret  roach.  In  the  standing 
kilns  he  bums  without  breaking  the  stones,  1,500  barrels  at  a  time 
with  faggots,  and  in  tbia  way  it  is  6d.  a  barreL  These  kilns,  he 
remarks,  thould  bo  built  with  very  great  strength,  or  the  extreme 
beat  of  the  fire  bursts  the  m&aonrj'.  His  liming  has  been  upon  so 
extensive  a  scale,  that  last  year  he  had  eeren  kilns  bummg,  two 
of  them  standing  ones,  and  burned  in  all  above  10,000  barrels, 
and  as  much  this  year,  all  for  manurmg  his  own  farm.  Mr. 
Aldworth  has  erected  a  bolting-mill  which  will  grind  5,000  barrels 
of  wheat,  and  it  is  curious  to  observe  the  efiect  of  it  as  a  newly- 
established  market ;  the  first  year  he  ground  1,100  barrels,  being 
■11  he  could  get ;  the  next  year,  the  present,  it  will  be  5,000.  He 
hie  also  taken  pains  to  improve  the  breed  of  sheep,  by  buying 
t  XlngliKh  ewes.  The  same  attention  he  has  given  to  swine  and 
I  Tarious  other  articles.  Reynold's  tumep-cabbogo  be  has  planted 
two  years  for  late  feeding  of  sheep  in  the  spring:  he  finds  them 
of  excellent  use,  and  is  determined  never  to  be  without  them. 
He  began  to  plant  hops  in  1772  upon  half  an  acre  of  land,  a  fine 
rich  red  loam  a  yard  deep ;  they  succeeded  perfectly  well ;  and 
the  second  year  yielded  S  cwt.  the  half  o^re  of  as  good  hops  as 
ever  be  met.  In  1773  be  added  two  acres  :  in  177.';  he  planted 
another  acre  :  lost  year  the  crop  failed,  not  getting  above  3  or 
4  cwt.  This  year  be  has  a  very  good  appearance.  Has  not 
found  the  climate  at  all  against  them  ;  and  is  clear  that  it  maj 
be  a  very  advantageous  branch  of  culture.  He,  however, 
remarked,  that  they  are  not  so  strong  as  English  hops,  owing, 
perhaps,  to  want  of  experience  in  drying,  &c.  He  manures  them 
every  Uiird  year.  Mr.  Aldworth  is  the  only  person  in  this  country 
that  folds  bis  sheep ;  he  finds  the  practice  very  useful,  but  not 
equal,  as  observed  before,  to  lime. 

September  llth,  accompanied  Mr.  Aldworth  and  family 
to  his  neighbour,  Mr.  Hyde'e.  on  the  bunks  of  the  Black 
Water,'  which  are  very  chearf  ul,  and  many  of  the  views  fine, 

'  There  are  about  a  doien  ri'era  in  Ireland  named  Blaekwater. 
This  one  crosae*  county  Cork  frum  west  to  oast,  and  runs  into  the  sea 
at  YDUgbaL 
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particularly  from  the  yard,  of  a  Dew  churcli  on  the  river : 
pass  many  largo  woods  in  sight.  Mr.  Hyde's  is  a  plaoa 
entirely  of  his  own  formiuf^.  The  htwn  l>efore  the  house 
has  a  very  pleasing  ineqiiality  of  surface,  and  the  whole 
scenery  well  improved  and  cheerful. 

It  was  with  regret  I  left  bo  a^ecable  and  liberal  a  family 
as  that  of  Annsgrove  ;  nor  should  I  forget  to  mention  that 
every  thing  about  the  place  bad  a  much  nearer  resemblance 
to  an  English  than  an  Irish  residence,  where  so  maoy^fW 
places  want  neatness,  and  where,  after  great  expenco,  so 
little  is  found  complete.  Mrs.  Aldworth  has  ornamented  a 
beautiful  glen,  which  winds  behind  the  house,  in  a  manner 
that  does  honour  to  her  taste ;  she  has  traced  her  paths  so 
as  to  command  all  the  beauties  of  rock,  wood,  and  a  sweet 
river  which  glides  beneath  both :  it  is  a  most  agreeable 
scenery. 

Beptember  lath,  to  Doneraile,'  with  Mr.  Aldworth.  In  our  w^j- 
ctdlcd  ou  a  woollen  monufactnrer,  Mr.  Hunnam,  dt  Kilbrack,  who 
gave  me  the  following  particulars  of  the  trade.  It  consiits  in 
bujing  the  wool  abont  the  country,  and  combing  it  upon  their  own 
account.  The  combera  earn  I0».  a  week,  or  40  baila  at  3rf.  The 
tleeoee  be  buys  weighs  5  lb.  on  an  average.  To  every  32  stone  of 
rough  fleece  there  are  3  stone  of  short,  course,  and  waste;  2stone 
of  the  three  are  worth  10s.  a  stone,  for  coarse  works,  frixes,  &o. 
the  third  stone  13«.  id.  The  remaining  19  stone  of  combing  wool 
give  6  balls  each  of  24  ounces.  To  each  stone  there  is  one  pound 
and  three  quarters  of  pinions  of  short  woo)  that  comes  out  in  the 
combii^.  These  balls  are  given  to  women  to  spin,  and  9il.  a  ball 
is  paid  them  for  it ;  a  woman  can  spin  the  bolls  in  two  days  and  a 
half,  if  she  sticks  to  it  all  day ;  in  three  days  and  do  trifles  besides. 
Then  the  worsted,  in  skains  twelve  to  the  ball,  ta  sent  to  Cork  or 
Limerick  for  exportation.  Not  above  one-sixtb  part,  to  his 
knowledge,  is  woven  at  home.  Employs  seven  weavers  making 
serges.  Forty-four  beer  serges  sell  at  1j.  2d.  a  yard:  isS9  inches 
broad,  and  the  pieces  1 36  yards  long.  Pays  two -pence-halfpenny 
a  yard  for  weaving ;  and  a  man  weaves  eight  in  a  day ;  he  weaves 
a  piece  tn  three  weeks,  and  loses  one  day  in  that  time  in  preparing 
bis  loom.  The  Connaught  wool  be  prefers  ;  it  is  of  a  middling 
length,  and  a  fine  staple:  finds  that  the  short  wool  is  the  fine«t. 
'  Doneraile,  co.  Cork. 
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t  Charleville  there  are  thirty  loomg  in  it.  The  serges  are  all 
Ptent  to  Dublin  to  a  &ctor,  nbo  Belie  them  at  £5  per  cent,  com- 
uiBaian.  Are  in  general  sent  to  Scotland.  The  dtimand  for 
them  is  better  than  it  was :  it  has  been  improving  for  three  jears. 
But  the  prices  of  both  serges  aud  worsted  have  not  riaeo  propor* 
tionallj  to  that  of  wool. 

^An  estimale  of  the  cloatfiing  trade. 
combers  would  comb  in  a  year  5,000  stone  of  wool,  at 
16«.  per  Btona 4,000    0    0 
The  said  comlMrs  would  comb  SOD  balls  a  week,  at  3<^. 

perball,  comes  (o  £10  in  the  year S30    0    0 

300  women  and  tprls  to  apin  the  above,  and  which  would 
be  the  adVanlage  of  the  clolb  ier,  to  form  into  three 
houses  orfaciories  of  lOOeonh  ;  their  hire,  at  ^d. 

aball,  comoslo 1,560    0    0 

60  weavers  would  weave  up  Ibc  aaJd  worsted,  at  bd.  each 

a  Jay,  £^4  a  week,  the  year I,31B     0     0 

SO  little  boys  and  girli  employed  in  said  weaving,  at  Zd. 

Iadtiyench.comca  to£3  10^.  per  week,  in  ibeye&r  196  0  0 
Oil  and  soap  would  cost  in  the  year 363  0  G 
Carriage  of  wool,  woollen  ftoods,  &f. 100  0  0 
I  Sorting  wool,  washing  a,  iic.  .  . BO  0  0 
e,071  0  0 
The  year's  profit  I  suppose  to  be  .  .  ,  .  350  0  0 
I  'nic  yearly  sum  brought  into  the  country  where  such 
trade  is  caniedon £6,4at  0  0 
A  very  important  information  is  to  be  drawn  from  this 
eatimatc,  which  is  tho  proportion  of  labour  to  the  wool  in  this 
nmnofactory. 

Wool,  at  16» ,  .  4,000 

Combing 530 

Spinning 1,560 

Weaving 1,443 

Sorting  and  carriage     ....  ISO 

Labour S,T03 

Oil  and  soap 368 
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Hence  thercrore  it  appears  that  wool  at  16f.  labour  tad  & 
equal  it,  ftad  Chat  labour  alone  m  as  nine  one-fourth  to  ten. 

Let  me  not  forget  here  to  remark,  that  the  country,  witi 
two  or  three  miles  of  Doncraile,  ranks  among  the  best  I  haTd'! 
seen  in  Ireland  ;  it  is  varied,  much  improved,  well  wooded^a 
and  very  chearful.  1 

To  Lord  Doneraile's,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  a  variety 
of  UBeful  intelligence ;  the  sitaation  of  his  house  is  on  a 
beautiful  rising  ground,  which  Blopes  down  to  a  winding 
vale,  in  which  is  a  small  river,  accompanied  by  wood  j  from 
this  river,  on  the  otlier  aide,  the  grounds  (all  lawn)  rise  rarji 
boldly,  and  are  entirely  margined  with  wood :  from  thai 
higher  grounds  the  view  of  the  house  and  park  is  fina^  1 
especially  at  the  gat«  which  opens  to  Eilbrack,  there  the 
house  is  seen  surrounded  by  very  noble  woods  and  a  great 
variety  of  cultivated  inclosurcs  mtermiied  with  fields  and 
thickly-planted  hedges :  the  whole  scene  so  pleasing,  that  it 
appeared  to  full  advantage,  though  I  had  rode  to  it  through 
a  beautiful  and  even-dressed  country  iD  part  of  the  way 
from  Annsgrovo.     Near  the  house  is  a  shrubbery,  through 
which  there  are  paths  that  lead  to  different  parts  of  tho 
farm,  through  new  plantations,  and   in   particular  to  aJ 
cotti^e,  from  whence  there  is  a  fine  wooded  scene,  witj 
the  park  lawn  rising  above  it,  scattered  with  single  ti 
and  bounded  by  a  margin  of  wood  ;  the  whole  backed  I  _ 
distant  mountams.     The  plantations  and  improvement 
which  lead  to  and  surround  this  cottage  are  the  work  o' 
Lady  Doneraile,  and  do  credit  to  her  taste. 

Reapccting  hia  Lordjtbi|)'B  husbandry  the  following  psrtictilu 
de«erre  the  attention  of  the  render.  Tlirce  years  ago  he  procui 
ewes  from  Iieiceiitershire,  in  order  to  improve  the  breed.  " 
sheep  which  were  here  before  took  three  to  a  atone  of  wool,  bat 
now  only  two,  and  tbu  wool  is  to  the  full  ax  frood  as  ever ;  and 
he  finds  that  they  are  much  more  thriving  and  advantageous  to 
keep,  and  easier  fed  than  the  sheep  of  the  countrj  :  Eheep,  bit 
Lordship  fiuds  the  most  advantageouB  atook  of  all  others :  '  ~ 
keeps  six  to  the  acre  winter  and  summer.  This  he  finds  b 
more  profitable  than  keepin];  cows  or  fat  rattle.  Has  tried  n 
breeds  of  cattle,  and  finils  that  the  long-homed  English  co 
the  best  for  falteuing.     The  Hulderiicss  for  giving  much  t 
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^oor  milk,  but  are  tco  heavy  for  winter  feeding.  Tlie  Kerry  cow 
h  much  the  beet  for  milking  in  quantity  of  good  milk.  Hogs  lio 
luM  aiao  tried  of  all  sorts,  and  finds  Uist  nothing  is  bo  profitable 
U  the  black  Indian  breed  witli  sliort  legs,  round  carcaaes,  and 
•nub  noses.  For  working,  he  Unds  the  small  mongrel  Kerry  beast 
works  the  be^t,  and  moves  the  fnstest.  He  works  them  all  by 
the  horns,  in  the  manner  practised  in  the  south  of  France,  four 
in  a  plough  at  the  first  ploughing.  He  changed  the  manner  in 
which  Lord  Shannon  bronght  it  over,  from  the  yoke  which  couplen 
them,  to  going  single  with  donble  traces  ;  this  he  finds  mn<?h  tlie 
most  beneficial  manner;  they  move  quicker  and  with  greater 
power,  from  being  free  and  working  not  in  couples ;  besides  being 
applicable  to  all  sorts  of  work  wliich  rcjuires  their  going  single, 
English  waggons  Lord  Doneraile  has  tried  and  laid  aside,  from 
finding,  on  experience,  that  they  are  very  much  inferior  to  tlte 
common  Irish  car  in  hay  harvest,  dung,  lime,  &c,  but  he  uses 
ODe-horse  carts  for  many  sorts  of  work.  Tumcps  he  has  culti- 
vated for  some  years,  hoes  them,  and  gets  good  crops,  but  best  in 
the  drill  way,  the  rows  two  feet  asunder:  he  uses  them  in 
fteeding  sheep,  and  also  fattening  beasts.     He  finds  that  they  are 

»iiot  of  any  considerable  use  in  this  country,  compared  to  others 
ivherc  there  is  not  an  equal  plenty  of  gross,  which  springs  all 
^winter ;  and  that  they  will  fatten  a  beast  better.  When  most 
Wanted,  which  is  in  April  and  the  beginning  of  May,  they  are 
gone.  Cabbages  be  has  tried  upon  a  large  scale  three  years ;  last 
year  and  the  year  before,  he  had  8  or  9  acres,  and  used  them  in 
feeding  and  fattening  cattle  and  sheep ;  has  found  tliem  pre- 
ferable to  tnrncps  far,  in  all  uses  in  feeding  cattle ;  but  an  acre  of 
the  latter  will  produce  much  more.  Fern  he  finds  is  best 
destroyed  by  mowing  it  twice  a  year  in  June,  and  the  beginning 
of  September.  He  makes  his  tillage  exceedingly  profitable  by 
the  use  of  lime.      Uis  course  of  crops 

1.  Wheal,  yielding  10  barrels  per  acre,  and  has  measured  15 
barrels,  IJS  stone  per  acre.  2.  Barley,  the  produce  14,  15  barrels, 
and  of  small  barley,  6  rowed,  20.  3.  Oats  20  barrels,  4.  Clover 
laid  down  to  gross,  or  for  one  year,  and  ploughed  it  up  as  soon  as 
cleared  of  the  hay. 

Lime  he  spread  on  all  lands  for  wheat  or  barley,  &c.  80 
barrels  of  roach  an  acre  costs  6d.  a  barrel  burning.  The  effect  a 
smazingly  greot,  insomuch  tbot  it  is  the  differeucc  between  a 
great  and  a  bad  crop.     In  general  there  is  no  ground  worth  20i, 
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an  acre,  that  if  you  lime  it  SO  barrels,  and  take  wheat,  liarlej,  lundj 
oalB,  it  will  then  bo  wurtli  30s.     TLU  ia  certainly   a  morTelloal 
improvement  I      Lord  Dniieraile  knows,  from   an  ezperimoit  e 
hU  brotlier'g,  tbat  it  ia  equally  well  adapted  to  boggy  botUimi|| 
lie  had  five  acres,  wbicb  be  set  for  I0«.  Gd.  tlie  whole,  and  wi 
hard  a  bargain  to  the  poor  men,  that  an  allowance  was  madi 
it.     His  brother  took  it,  and  lime<l  it,  and  then  mowed _;!» 
of  liay  per  Engluk  ncre,  one  of  tho  strongestproofs  of  the  benefit 
of  lime  that  can  be  given.    In  liie  Iiordiibip's  park  he  baa  a  whed 
for  raising  water,  an  improvement  on  the  Persian,  which  raises  k 
regnlar  stream  2S  feet:   the  stream  which  turns  it  is  confined  ^tfM 
ft  double  wall  to  the  exact  dimension  of  the  boxes,  which  take  ii 
the  water,  and  it  works  constantly  and  regnlarly  without  troabl 
or  expenc&     Tiord  Doneraile  has  erected  a  granary  upon  a 
construction,  tliat  of  a  Auc  in  the  walls  for  a  fire  to  air  the  wboblj 
building,  and  dry  any  damp  com  that  may  happen  to  \ 
He  dried  the  walls  aft^r  building  with   it  perfectly  in   a  shot 
time.     This  granary  is  so  con]}iletely  built,  that  not  a  m 
possibly  get  in  it :  he  has  a  thorough  air,  with  lattice  windows  of 
wire.     By  the  way,  these  flues  are  a  proof,  if  one  was  wanting 
how  much  moister  the  climate  of  Ireland  is  than  that  of  England. 
He  has  planted  the  cluster  potatoes,  called  here  bvlh  and  bvckt, 
ao  much  as  6  or  7  acres  ;  gave  them  to  horses,  cows,  and  ahecp  ; 
the  horses  that  would  cat  them  did  well,  and  in  a  little  time 
believes  would  all  come  very  well  to  them.   Fat  cows  and  bnlloclu 
did  eiceedingly  well :  fat  sheep  were  put  to  them  ;  but  sevenl  J 
dying  both  years,  mode  him  leave  the  practice  off.    Of  other  aort 
of  potatoes,  he  Gnds  the  London  lady  and  the  apple  to  be  the  bea 
•oris.     The  London  lady  is  particulurlj  valuable  for  one  ciicnm^ 
stance,  which  is  the  stalks  withering,  and  tho  crop  being  ready  ti 
lake  up,  from  a  month  to   six  weeks   before  any  other  fortd 
consequently,  the  best  sort  to  plant  as  a  preparative  U 
Hops  he  has  planted  two  years  ago,  in  order  to  sec  how  fix  tbej' 
will  answer ;  and  cxpccta  to  be  able  to  get  not  only  ^ood  hops,  but 
a  great  crop.      One  mode  of  managing  them  he  has  in  meditation, 
which  is  a  good  thought,  and  that  is  to  train  them  horizontal!/ 
instead  of  perpend ienlarly,  like  espalier,  on  account  of  the  si  ~ 

and  blights  which  hops,  in  the  common  way,  are  subject  to  fi 
the  height.  Has  compared  the  rotten  lime-stone  and  lime  ii 
20  acred  Held  for  wheat,  10  of  the  one  and  10  of  the  other,  i 
found  the   wheat   equal :   both   very  good,     llus    observed   1 
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n  rarmcTB,  after  manuring  with  it,  to  take  12  and  14  ciapa 
of  wbito  com  ninDing;  and  then  leaving  it  for  grass,  wLich  not 
coming,  tlicy  complain  tbat  it  ie  not  good  for  graaa,  but  burns  it 
lips  But  Lord  Doneraile  adviBcd  a  friend  to  luj  down,  afler  two 
or  tbrcc  crops,  wbicb  being  done,  the  graas  that  foliowcd  was 
perfectly  fine. 

Lord  Doneraile's  lime-kiln  is  one  of  the  eompleateat  I  hare  anj 

where   seen;    it  is   at   bottom  16  inches   diameter,  leads  up  to 

12  feet  wide  in  the  buldge,  and  20  feet  high  from  the  bottom  to 

tbe  buldge,  7  feet  from  the  buldge  up,  and  at  the  top  9  feet  in 

_  diameter.      Over  the  top,  a  roof  and  a  porch  to  it,  and  it  draws  44 

W  Iwrrcls  of  roach  lime  a  daj,  which  takes  6  of  culm  ;  bums  for  5|rf. 

r  k  barrel.     The  culm  2t.  5d.  a  barrel  at   the  kiln.      Labour  4(. 

'    Cnlm  15ji.  a  day. 

September  13th,  lefl  Doncraile,  and  went  to  Colonel  Jephson's 
kt  Mallow.'  lie  was  at  that  time  confined  with  the  gout ;  but  bia 
son,  Denham  Jephson,  £sq ;  (member  for  Mallow)  took  every 
means  for  my  information,  in  the  circumstances  I  enquired  after. 
About  that  place : 

I.  Potatoes    on    stubbles,    or    grass  dunged.     2.   Potatoes. 
3.  Wheat  or  Bere.     4.  Oats.      6.   Oats.     G.  Oals. 
L       1.  Fallow.     2.  Wheat.    3.  Oata.    4.  Oats.    5.  OatJ.    6.  Oats. 
V>The  measure  the  English  acre. 

i       Of  potatoes  tliey  plant  H   common  barrels,  and  get  42  in  the 

crop '.  sometimes  take  three  or  fou;  euccessive  ones.      Of  wheat 

they  BOW  3  pecks   and   a  half  each,  3  cluggtli,  each  clugget  11 

quarts,  and  get^  barrels.      The  crop  of  here  is  12.      Of  oats  12. 

Bents  of  town  parks    £2  2i.  to  £3,  other    lands   lOi.    to  SOs. 

average  12*.     There  are  many  dairies,  up  to  60  cows,  which  are 

all  set  to  dairymen,  at  50t.  to  £3  10s.  of  good  land  it  will  take 

one  acre  and  a  half  to  feed  a  cow.     They  make  both  butter  and 

cheese,  and  where  the  latter  is  uiade,  no  butter,  selling  the  cheese 

Mi  id.  a  pound.      A  cow  makes  one  ewt.  of  butter  in  the  season. 

T  When  cows  are  let,  none  are  taken  that  do  not  give  2  gallons  of 

f  milk  ;   good  cows  give  4  gallons.     Colonel  Jcphson  had   a  cow 

I  talf  bred,  between   the  English  long  homed   and  Holdemesse, 

1   forced  to  be  milked  three  times  a  day,  and  gave  12 

I  gallons  a  day,   many  times  in  the  presence  of  various  persons, 

E  Brery  dairyman  is  allowed  a  house,  a  garden  of  one  acre  and  a 
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half,  and  grasa  for  a.  horse,  n  cow,  and  some  R  c^oUop  of  slieq 
Great  quantities  of  lime  are  used  ;  tbej  lay  100  barrels  od  acn 
at  U,  Id.  They  plough  with  horses,  four  or  six  to  &  ploiigb|i 
The  poor  pay  10s.  rent  for  a  cabbin,  and  20«.  for  one  a 
potatoes ;  £3  2s.  for  grasK  for  a  cow,  and  \0i.  for  llie  t 
hay.  Tbey  live  upon  potatoes  generally  the  year  through  ;  oil  a 
them  beep  cows  and  pigs,  which  latter  they  feed  on  small  potatoe*. 
Their  circumstances  are  not  better  than  20  years  ago;  for  though 
they  hare  now  6d.  and  then  had  but  Sd,  yet  the  rise  is  not  pro- 
portioned to  that  of  renlfl.     Villages  of  cottars  will  take  farma  >Il^_ 

partnership  in  tbe  manner  I  have  often  described.      The  soil  a 

the  country   in   in   general   lime-stone;    but    from   Knockeren^ 
mountain,  near  Mallow,  to  Corkc,  there  is  no  lime-stone. 

Leases  are  thirty-one  years,  or  three  livea,  and  some  for  thrM 
lives  and  thirty-one  yeai-s  aftee;   and  many  farms   let  to  raiddli 
men,  who  occupy  no  part  of  the  land  themaelves.  but  r 
Above  one-third  of  the  county  is  waste  land. 

There  are  coUieries  about  ten  miles  off,  near  Kantnrl^ 
from  which  coal  is  sold  at  3s.  a  barrel,  it  is  large  and  barely 
Upon  the  river  Blackwater,  there  are  tracts  of  flat  land  in 
eome  places  one  quarter  of  a  mile  broad  ;  the  grasB  every 
where  remarkably  fine,  and  lets  at  30e.  It  is  the  f "  ' 
Bandj  land  I  have  any  where  seen,  of  a  reddish  1 
colour,  would  yield  the  great-est  arable  crops  in  tbe  worM„ 
if  inftillage ;  it  is  five  feet  deep,  and  has  such  a  priii(^pl4 
of  adJiesioD.  that  it  burns  into  good  brick,  yet  it  is  a  perfect 
■and.  In  floods  much  of  it  is  overflown.  The  banka  ol 
this  river,  from  its  source  to  the  sea,  are  equally  remark* 
able  for  beauty  of  prospect,  and  fertility  of  soil. 

There  is  but  httle  manufacturing  in  Mallow  j  eveS 
Bpinning  Is  not  general.  Mr.  Jephson  manures  his  lands 
very  highly  with  all  sorts  of  dung  and  fullage  of  thA 
streets  of  Mallow,  which  is  constantly  bringing  away ;  by 
means  of  this  regular  att«ation,  united  with  the  goodnesw 
of  the  sot],  he  has  brought  it  into  that  high  degree  of  hearty 
indicated  by  the  rent,  at  which  it  would  lot.  The  whole  ii'p 
divided  into  fields,  of  a  moderate  size,  with  double  quick 
hedges,  well  planted  with  trees,  and  kept  in  the  moat 
perfect  degree  of  neatness ;  between  the  hedges  are  grava 
walks,  so  that  there  is  a  planted  communication  about  t~ 


|"lhe  fielda ;  tlie  gates  are  neat  and  light,  and  every  att«ntioii 

preserved  to  give  the  whole  the  appearance  of  a,  ferine  ome. 

The  quantity  of  tillage  is  not  considerable,  but  his  crops 

veiT  great,  barley  up  to  twenty  barrels  per  acre.    Mules  he 

finds  more  useful  and  hardy  than  horsea ;  has  some  very 

fine  ones,     Mr.  Jephson  has  weighed  to  the  dragoons,  at 

the  barracks,  from  twenty-eight  acres  of  graaa,  three  and  a 

quarter  tons  of  hay,  per  English  acre.      He  has   kept  a 

particular  account  of  his  domain,  and  has  kept  his  deer, 

horses,  cows,  bouse,  &c,  and  sold  to  the  amount  of  55».  an 

acre  besides.     I  walked  to  the  spring  in  the  town  to  drink 

the  water,  to  which  so  many  people  have  long  resorted  ;  it 

resembles  that  of  Bristol,  prescribed  for  the  same  cases, 

and   with   great   success.     In  the   season  there  are  two 

■  ■Memblies  a  week.      Lodgings    are  five  shillings  a  week 

I  each  room,  and  those  seemed  to  be  miserably  bad.     Board 

I  tlilrteen   shillings  a  week.     These  prices,  in  so  cheap  a 

iflountry,  amazed  me,  and  would,  I  should  fear,  prevent 

■Kallow  from  being  so  considerable,  as  more  reasonable 

^ntes  might  make  it,  unless  accommodations  proportionable 

Pirere  provided.     There  is  a  small  canal,  with  walks  on  each 

■'iide,  leading  to  the  spring,  under  cover  of  some  very  noble 

wplara.     If  a  do\ible  row  of  good  lodgings  were  erected 

»ere.  with    public    rooms,    in   an   elegant   style.  Mallow 

KlPould  probably  become  a  place  for  amusement,  as  well  as 

KWlth. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Mr.  Qordun  at  New  Grore. — Blomev  Caatlo. — Mr.  Trent  at  Dun-  I 
kettle.— Scenery  of  Lola.— PicCuT«B  >t  Dunkattte.— The  Eftrl  of  Sink-    ] 
noD  at  CiwttiiniarlTr. — Bullocks  droving  bj  tbo  horm. — Ur.  Longfield   | 
at  CBSilemaxj. — toiatoes  fur  stock. — Lord  Inchuiuin  nt  Rostellan. — 
Cork. — Commerce  and  msnufacturss. 

SEPTEMBER  14th.  to  New  Grove,'  the  Beat  of  Eobert  | 
Gordon,  Eaq;  iu  whom  I  met  with  the  greatest  zeal  for  I 
giving  me  a  correct  informatioD.  PaBsing,  at  some  distance,  1 
a  very  large  house  building,  to  the  right  of  the  road,  in  a  ] 
good  sitnatioD,  by  Sir  Robert  Dean,  New  GroTe  is  on  1 
entire  new  improvement  of  Mr.  Gordon's,  the  whole  place,  I 
some  years  ago,  being  a  waste  moor,  or  mountain,  as  it  is 
called  in  Ireland, 

Mr.  Gordon  took  it  fur  improroment ;  the  soil  and  bog  five  to 
nine  spits  deep,  and  under  it  a  black  earth,  or  a  rcdilish  sutd,  and 
in  some  a  wliitisli  clajey  snbstance,  but  not  marie;  mnny  spring! 
in  it,  which  were  carried  olTb;  drains ;  and  then  the  whole  surface 
of  turf  cut  out,  and  carried  to  Cork  ;  cntting,  &c.  30*.  a  100,  and 
laid  there  at  £5,  thia  was  done  in  order  to  get  lime,  which  ia  not 
upon  the  land,  and  by  thia  meaus  the  lime  came  to  seven-pence 
halfpenny  a  barrel ;  found  many  stones  and  great  roota,  and 
timbers,  which  were  all  cleared  away,  and  the  land  ploughed  with 
oxen,  before  winter;  then  left  the  winter  three  ploughing!  given 
in  the  spring,  and  fifly  barrels  of  lime,  spread  and  sown  with  oaM 
and  clover ;  the  crop  very  great ;  could  he  sold  however,  for  £4 1 
an  acre ;  the  clover  Qne.  This  was  cut  for  hay,  and  the  second' 
weighed  231  lb.  per  English  perch'squore,  and  a  horse  tbatwH. 
starved  nine  hours,  eat  in  twenty-four  hours  107  lb.  And  after 
these  two  cuttings,  there  was  a  third  for  soiling  with  in  October ; 
it  was  then  sowed  with  a  second  cropof  oats,  and  that  with  dover 
which  was  left,  and  has  been  mown  every  year  for  eleven  years 
since  ;  this  was  one  field  in  particular,  but  all  in  the  same  manner, 
and  would  let  for  one  pound  an  acre  readily  ;  nil  cxpcitces  of  the 
'  New  Grove,  now  Kilqiiane,  co.  Cork, 
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a  cropa,  inclading  the  lime,  coat  £S  7t.  9d.  an  acre,  so  that  the 
Lprovemeiit  was  profitable,  besides  the  increase  of  rent 
also  improveA  At  Carrick-dulT,  630  acres  of  heath,  &c.  the 
black  soil  thin,  and  the  heath  low,  and  under  it  a  brown  loam, 
vith  whitish  gravel,  mixed.  Fallowed  it  with  strong  ploughs, 
ihurteeu  inches  deep,  for  a  year ;  then  limed  it,  50  barrels  an 
acre,  at  seven  pence  three  farthings  on  the  land,  burnt  on  the 
spot,  and  upon  this  sowed  oats  and  clover  for  a  meadow,  the  oats 
great,  and  the  grass  part  of  it  actually  let  at  £1  la.  and  all  would 
let  so.  Has  proseDuted  thia  improvement  with  such  spirit,  that 
but  year  he  laid  on  10,000  barrels  of  lime,  and  has  73  acres  oats, 
34  wheat,  12  potatoes,  and  100  laid  to  grasn,  and  all  this  in  two 
jeara.  Has  there  built  a  farm-office,  ISi  feet  long,  a  ham,  stalls 
for  thirty  bidlocks,  two  stables,  and  a  room  for  the  steward  ;  and 
has  made  1,750  perch  of  ditches,  planted  with  quicks.  These 
Mr.  Gordon  does  in  two  years,  half  the  ditch  in  one  to  leave  it  to 
sink,  and  the  other  half  the  year  after.  Tameps  he  has  had,  and 
got  very  fine  crops  of  6  lb,  the  average  turnep  i  thoy  thin  them 
by  hand,  which  he  thinks  upon  this  land  is  preferable  to  hoeing ; 
Dsed  the  crop  in  stall-feeding  30  bidlocks,  which  had,  besides  the 
tumeps,  half  a  hundred  weight  of  hay  to  six  each  day,  and  found 
that  they  throve  exceedingly  well  on  such  turneps  as  were  not 
ftbove  three  to  six  ponnds  weight,  but  upon  the  lar^e  ones  they 
did  not  thrive,  In  November  he  cleared  the  field  of  nil,  stacked 
tliem,  and  found  them  keep  perfectly  till  April,  Found  that  the 
sheep,  fed  at  New  Qrove,  wonld  not  take  to  tumeps  till  utarred 
to  them.  Imported  a  man  from  Norfolk,  whom  he  gave  forty 
guineas  a  year  with  board,  who  brought  ploughs,  hoes,  &c.  with 
htm ;  gave  him  a  guinea  for  every  boy  he  taught  to  plough,  and 
every  boy  who  could  fairly  plough,  hod  a  ahilliug  a  day  wages. 
By  ibis  means  he  has  collected  a  set  of  excellent  ploughmen,  who 
have  been  of  infinite  use,  so  that  he  has  to  this  day  ploughed  with 
Norfolk  ond  Suffolk  ploughs,  worked  with  a  pair  of  horses,  and 
no  driver  except  the  first  and  second  ploughing  of  firesh  land, 
which,  and  dragging,  he  does  with  great  drags  of  IScwt.  and 
drawn  by  bullocks.  This  improvement  is  of  particular  con- 
sequence, as  there  ore  here  twelve  miles  square  of  rich  land, 
taken  almost  in  a  B<iuare  between  Mallow  and  Cork,  one  way,  and 
the  Bagra  mountains  and  Nagles '  the  other ;  upon  all  which  there 
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ii  not  a  itone  to  intempt  the  plough,  Bometimes  cot  a  stone  to.' 

He  ia  convinced,  from  experience,  tlutt  tlie  woriit  of  this 
vut  tract  may  be  draiued,  inclosed,  limed  tvitli  fifljr  barrelH,  and 
tilled  with  a,  crop  of  oata  on  it,  for  £5  an  acre.  In  the  neigh-- 
boiirhood,  a  great  iiuproTement  of  1,200  ftcres,  without  lime  or 
gravel,  and  badl;  done  jet,  at  13«.  an  acre,  Biz-Ttho  of  the  county 
of  Cork  Bt  2*.  Qu  sere,  one-Ttli,  10.'.  of  Kerry,  nine-lOths,  at  1*. 
and  onc-lOth,  at  IOj. 

Six  years  ago,  Mr.  Gordon  established  a  linen  manufactory, 
and  bleach-mill,  upon  the  completcat  scale;  a  factory  of  eleven 
looms  for  damagk,  bleacher's  house  aud  other  buildings,  with  k 
reservoir  of  water  for  turning  the  wheel ;  ibe  wbole  well-builtt 
well-con trived,  and  at  the  expence  of  £1,200.  Kept  these  looiug 
ounatantly  at  work,  and  at  the  name  time  bleached  many  piecei 
for  tlie  country  people.  Trusted  to  a  manager  for  Uie  conduct 
of  the  works,  who  broke,  wliicb  put  a  slop  to  them ;  otherwise 
there  would  have  been  a  flourishing  manufactory  established. 
Spinning  flax  coming  m,  but  the  woollen  through  the  country  ; 
and  from  bence  to  the  north-west  Duballow  Barony  is  the  great 
country  for  spinning  cotton. 

September  15th,  to  Blarney  Caetle,'  S.  J.  JofTerjs,  Ebo; 
of  whose  great  works  in  building  a  town  at  BlameT,  I 
cannot  give  so  particular  an  account  na  I  wish  to  do ;  tor  I 
got  there  just  as  he  and  hia  family  were  on  the  point  of 
setting  otit  for  France.  I  did  not  however  let  slip  the  time 
I  had  for  making  some  enquiricB,  and  found  that  in  1765, 
when  Mr.  Jefferja  began  to  build  this  town,  it  coneiEted 
only  of  two  or  three  mud  cabbina ;  there  are  now  90  houses. 
He  first  established  the  linen  manufactory,  building  a 
bleach-mill,  and  houses  for  weavers.  &c.  and  letting  them 
to  manufacturers  from  Cork,  who  have  been  so  auccesaful 
in  their  works,  as  to  find  it  necessary  to  have  larger  and 
more  numerous  edifices,  such  as  a  lai^e  stamping  mill  for 
printing  linens  and  cottons,  to  which  is  annexed  another 
bleach-mill,  and  since  there  has  been  a  third  erected;  the 
work  carried  on  is  that  of  buying  yarn,  and  weaving  it  into 
linens,  ten  pence  to  thirty  ponce  wliitc;  also  diapers,  sheet- 
ing, ticking,  and  linens  and  cottons  of  all  sort  sprinted  here, 
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for  common  use  and  furniture.     Those  several  branches  of 
tlie  linen,  employ  130  looms,  and  above  300  hands. 

Another  of  Mr.  Jefferya'a  objects  has  been  the  stocking 
manufacture,  which  employs  20  frames,  and  30  hands,  in 
buildings  erected  by  him  ;  the  manager  employing,  by 
covenant,  a  certain  number  of  apprentices,  in  order  by  their 
being  instructed,  to  diffuse  the  manufactory.  Likewise  a 
woollen  manufactory,  a  mill  for  milling,  tucking,  &c.  broad 
cloths  ;  a  gi^  mill  for  glossing,  smoothing,  and  laying  the 
grain;  and  a  mill  for  knapping,  which  will  dress  above 
fiOO  pieces  a  year,  but  will  be  more,  when  some  alterations 
now  making  are  finished.  A  leather  mill  for  dressing 
shamoy,  buck,  or  skins,  fully  employed.  A  lai^  bolting 
mill,  just  finished,  and  let  for  .£32  a  year.  A  mill,  annexed 
to  the  same,  just  finishing,  for  plating ;  and  a  blade  mill 
for  grinding  edged  tools.  A  large  paper  miU,  which  will 
be  finished  this  year.  He  has  been  able  to  erect  this  multi- 
plicity of  mills,  thirteen  in  all,  by  an  uncommon  command 
of  water. 

The  town  ia  built  in  a  square,  composed  of  a  large  hand- 
some inn,  and  manufacturers'  houses,  aU  built  of  excellent 
_  Btone,  lime,  and  slate.  A  church,  by  the  first  fruits,  and 
rHberal  addition  of  above  JC^OO  from  Mr.  JefEerys.  A 
I  market-house,  in  which  are  sold  a  hundred  pounds  worth 
r  of  knit  stockings  per  week.  Four  bridges,  which  he 
I  obtained  from  the  county,  and  another  (the  flat  arch)  to 
I  which  he  contributed  a  considerable  sum.  Much  has  been 
I  done,  yet  is  not  the  design  near  finished. 

To  sliew  the  magnitude  of  these  works,  and  the  degree  of 

I  public  guod  resulting  from  them,  t  shall  mentioa  the  expuniie  at 

r  whicli  ihey  bavc  been  executed.   Heepectiogtlie  principal bleach- 

I  mill,  Mcsars.  Forest  and  Donnogliue,  under  the  Liucn  Act,  took 

[■  fifteen  acres,  at  a  guinea  an  acre,  upon  which  they  Imve  expended 

■  £3,000  in  erecting  a  lineti-mill  and   bleach-green,  twenty-five 

houses  for  twenty-live  weavers  families,  four  looma  in  each  house, 

a  large  dwelling-houflc  for  themaelves  or  their  director  ;   in  each 

house,  a  man,  his  wife,  three  apprentices,  two  girls  and  two  boys, 

besides  young  infanta.     In  a  short  time  the  farm  was  increased, 

and  land,  which  before  had  only  brought  half  a  guinea,  then  let 

for  a  gumea.     The  Linen  Board  advanced  £500  to  this  work,  and 
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Mr.  Jefferys  repaid  them  £1,400  of  the  £5,000.  The  old  rent  of 
the  premises  wa»  i!40  a  year,  tho  newreut  £71.  .\iiollier  bleach 
mill,  which  cost  Mr.  JclTerjs  £300  to  which  the  Board  added 
£300  and  tho  peraon  to  whom  it  is  let,  £600  40  acrea  of  land, 
formerly  let  at  £10  a  year,  go  with  them.  The  whole  rent  now 
£S0.  To  this  mill  is  sini-e  added  an  oat-mill,  which  cost  £900 
two  tuck-mills,  £200 ;  a  leather  mill  and  kUiis,  £150  ;  two  dwell' 
ing-honaea,  £300.  A  atomping  mill,  which  CD.tt  Mr.  Jefferys 
£3,300  (o  which  the  Board  add^  £300  promising  £1,000  more 
when  the  works  should  be  finished,  which  they  have  been  t~ 
two  years.  Twelve  printing  tables  are  kept  going,  and  nxty-Sre 
hands  employed.  Twelve  printers.  Twelve  tire  boys.  Tfare* 
print  cuttcn.  Eighteen  bleachmen.  Six  penclllere.  Two  tnb- 
men.  One  clerk.  One  callendcr.  One  manager.  Two  draogbta* 
men.  Four  coppermen.  Three  carters.  BeRides  the  mbore 
Bunu,  the  manufacturer  has  laid  ont  £500.  The  quantity  of  Ikttd 
occupied  is  25  acres:  old  rent,  £6  IDj.  new,  £113  15i. 

A  staking  factory,  for  which  Mr.  Jeficrys  lent  £200.  The 
man  Wd  out  £300  himself;  he  occupies  50  acrea,  before  let  at 
£20  a  year ;  now  at  £76  I U.  A  gigg-mtll,  for  which  Mr.  JeOerya 
lent  £300  till  repaid  by  the  Dublin  Society,  who  granted  £300 
towards  it,  and  the  tenant  laid  out  £200  the  quantity  of  land  bs 
has  a  eleven  dci'cs,  let  at  £5  lOf.  now  nt  £30. 

A  manufactory  of  tape  is  established,  by  which  means  six 
ofland  are  advanced,  from  £2  8#,  to  £9.  They  have  three  looma 
going,  which  make  102  pieces  a  day  of  36  yards  each.  The 
Dubim  Society  gave  £20  to  it.  A  paper  mill,  which  baa  cost' 
Mr.  Je(rcrya£l,t00  and  is  not  yet  let.  A  bolting  mill,  on  which 
he  has  expended  £1,100  the  tenant  £500  on  adding  an  iron  milL. 
Twenty  acres  ofland,  rent  before,  £9  10s.  rent  of  the  whole 
£132  Ui.  The  church  has  cost  Mr.  Jefferys  £500  and  Uie  fint 
fi-uita  £500  more.  The  new  inn,  £250,  and  the  tenant  £300 
more.  Seventy  acres  of  land  before,  at  £20  a  year,  now  ftt 
£83  9t.  A  dwelling-house,  £250,  to  which  tho  tenant  added 
£300.  Ninety  acres  of  land,  before  let  at  £S4,  the  new  rent ' 
£74.  Twelve  cottages,  and  a  lime-kiln,  which  cost  £280.  Twv 
dwelling-houses  and  a  forge,  which  cost  him  £150,  and  to  wbiclt 
parliament  granted  £250  more.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  Uri. 
Jefferys  has  expended  £7,(>30  in  these  cstDblishmcuts.  Of  publ'  ' 
y  thoie  has  been  added  £2,170,  and  the  tennnis  themselr 

d  g«t£9,0S0  in  all,  expended  here  £18,8^0  besides  what  Mr. 
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Jefferya  laid  oat  on  bridges,  &c.  in  the  whole,  very  near,  if  not 
fill),  £20,000  upon  matters  of  a  public  nature.  In  all  these 
eBtablishments,  he  has  aroided  undertaking  or  carrying  on  any  of 
the  manuftcturea  upon  hia  own  account,  from  a  conriction  that  a 
gentleman  can  never  do  it  without  sufiering  very  conBiderably. 
Hia  object  was  to  form  a  town,  to  give  employment  to  the 
people,  and  to  improve  the  value  of  his  estate  by  so  doing ;  in  all 
vrbich  views  it  rouat  be  admitted,  that  the  near  neighbourhood  of 
BO  considerable  a  place  aa  Cork  very  much  contributed :  the  same 
means  which  he  has  pursued  would,  in  all  situations,  be  probably 
the  most  adviaeable,  though  the  returns  made  might  be  less 
advantageous.  Too  much  can  scarcely  be  Haid  in  praise  of  the 
spii'it  with  which  a  private  gentleman  has  executed  these 
works,  which  would  undoubtedly  do  honour  to  the  greatest 
fortune. 

To  animate  others  to  tread  in  such  laudable  stepa,  I  may 
remark,  that  even  the  profit  of  these  undertakings  is  too  much  to 
be  entirely  forgotten ;  the  cipenccs  are  by  no  means  barren 
ones;  327  acres  let  before  these  works  at  £167  I8i.  let  after- 
wards at  £682  6a.  Profit  £508  10»,  without  reckoning  any  thing 
for  two  dwelling-houses,  a  forge,  twelve  cottages,  and  a  lime-kiln, 
which  may  moderately  be  reckoned  at  £25  a  year,  and  yet  let  at 
rents  of  favour,  in  all  £533  lOs,  which  from  £7,630  is  7  percent. 
There,  however,  ia  no  agriculture  improvement  that  would  not, 
with  much  greater  certainty  of  continuance,  pay  IT-  At  the 
same  time,  however,  there  is  a  greater  reversionary  advantage  in 
the  benefit  resulting  from  the  increasing  of  the  rents  at  the 
expiration  of  the  leases,  upou  undertaking  these  works,  the 
longest  of  which  is  for  no  more  than  three  lives.  Another  advan- 
tage which  is  felt  already,  is  the  rise  in  the  prices  of  products  at 
Blarney,  which  is  a.  direct  premium  to  agriculture,  to  the  farmer, 
and  to  the  landlord.  Dairy  cows,  on  all  the  adjacent  farms,  arose 
in  two  years  from  £3  to  £4  a  cow,  aa  the  weavers  were  happy  to 
get  milk  and  butter  at  the  same  price  it  sold  for  in  Cork.  The 
same  riae  took  place  on  corn,  potatoes,  &c.  Mr.  Jefferya,  bcaidea 
the  above  catablishments,  has  very  much  improved  Blarney 
Castle  and  its  environs ;  ho  has  formed  an  extensive  ornamented 
ground,  which  ia  laid  out  with  considerable  taste ;  an  extensive 
plantation  surrounds  a  large  piece  of  water,  and  walks  lead 
through  the  whole ;  there  are  several  very  pretty  sequestered 
spots  where  covered  benches  are  placed. 
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Accompanied  Mr.  JefEerya,  &c.  to  Dimkettle,'  the  eeat  of 
Dominick  Trent,  Esq.  who.  with  a  liberality  o£  sentiment 
which  renders  him  deservedly  esteemed,  took  every  measure 
I  could  wish  for  my  information,  The  road  leads  very 
beautifully  on  the  side  o£  the  harbour  under  a  shore  of 
bold  bills,  on  which  are  many  villas  and  some  plantations. 
For  the  following  particulars  concerning  the  neighbour- 
hood, I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Trent, 

On  the  Eoutb  side  of  the  river,  &c.  the  soil  is  a  fine  lime-stone  ; 
the  coiiDtrj  level  for  a  mile  or  two,  then  swelling  iulo  very  gentle 
hills.  On  the  north  side,  which  is  much  better  planted,  par- 
ticularly at  Lota,  Dunkettic,  &c.  the  ground  rises  in  boI<l  ascenU, 
adorned  with  many  bcautifiiHy-situated  country-houses.  Here 
the  stratum  is  brown,  or  rather  red  utonc,  and  the  surface  shaUow ; 
in  some  places  a  burning  gravel.  Tliere  is  a  good  deal  of  arable 
land  on  the  sides  of  the  hills.     The  course  of  crops : 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Barley  or  oata.  4,  Lay  down 
with  seeds. 

Potatoes  yield  per  acre  from  £10  to  £20.  Averapc  quantity 
fifty  Larrols,  at  ei^liteen  stone  each.  Land  manured  and  let  to 
labourers  for  planting,  at  four  or  £vg  guineas  an  acre.  Wheat 
from  seven  to  ten  barrels  of  twenty  stone,  at  20i,  a  barrel ; 
average  price  from  1S«.  to  24«.  per  barrel.  The  manures  are 
Cork  dung  of  the  richest  kind,  especially  iu  the  slaughtering 
season ;  sea  sand  for  tillage,  and  bank  sand  from  the  river  for 
grass  grounde.  There  is  water-carriage  to  the  eastward  for 
many  miles :  several  good  quays  for  landing  manure,  particularly 
one  at  Glonmire,  near  Dunkettle,  from  which  the  inland  inhabi- 
tants draw  the  manure  four  or  five  railes  in  one-horse  carts. 
Lime  is  also  much  used  at  a  shilling  a  barrel.  The  meadows  in 
this  country  yield  from  1|  to  8  tons  of  hoy  per  acre,  at  40*.  to 
4S).  per  ton  on  an  average.  Dairies  are  let  to  dairymen  at  4  Co  5 
guineas  a  cow.  Many  sheep  are  kept  on  the  hills,  but  none 
folded.  Tlie  diet  of  the  poor  is  potatoes  aud  milk,  with  some 
fish  in  the  herring  and  sprat  season,  [.abonrcrs  bouses  from  iSt. 
to  40t.  a  year,  Fuel,  a  very  little  coal,  the  rest  supplied  by 
bushes,  stolen  faggots,  &c.  as  there  is  no  turf  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  Price  of  labour  Gd.  per  day  through  the  year,  on  a 
Iiinch  in  harvest  8d.  sometimes  more,  but  within  the  liberties  of 
'  Dunkctile  Uonse,  a  fillle  to  the  nortli-post  of  Cork. 
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the  city  generally  8rf.  Women  3rf.  and  4d.  a  day  in  reeking 
com:  cbildren  from  Id.  to  3d.  in  picking  stones,  &c.  Moat 
employed  in  country  buginess ;  a  lew  at  some  bolting  iron  and 
paper-milla  in  tlie  neighbourhood.  Prom  fourteen  acres  of 
orchard  Mr.  Trent  makes  sixty  hogahe  ads  a  year  of  cyder;  aelear 
acre  of  good  trees  about  seven  hogaheadu.  His  hogs  he  feeds  on 
the  bull  potatoes,  which  yield  great  crops  without  dung,  and  for 
two  or  three  years  snccessiTcly. 

September  16tli,  to  Cove '  by  water,  from  Mr.  Trent's 
quay.  The  view  of  Lota  is  cbarming ;  a  fine  rislDg  lawn 
from  the  water,  with  noblo  spreading  woods  reachiig  on 
each  side ;  the  houee  a  very  pleasing  front,  with  lawn 
shooting  into  the  woods.  The  river  forma  a  creek  between 
two  hills,  one  Lota,  the  other  opening  to  another  hill  of 
incloBures  well  wooded.  As  the  boat  leaves  the  shore 
nothing  can  be  finer  than  the  view  behind  us ;  the  back 
woods  of  Lota,  the  house  and  lawn,  and  the  high  bold 
incloBurea  towards  Cork,  form  the  finest  shore  imaginable, 
leading  to  Cork  the  city  appearing  in  full  view,  DunketUe 
iTOoded  inclosures,  a  fine  sweep  of  hill  joining  Mr,  Hoare's, 
at  Factory-hill,  whose  woods  have  a  beautiful  effect.  Dun- 
kettle  house  almost  lost  in  a  wood.  As  we  advance,  the 
woods  of  Lota  and  Dunkettle  unite  in  one  fine  mass.  The 
sheet  of  water,  the  rising  lawns,  the  house  in  the  most 
beautiful  situation  imaginable,  with  more  woods  above  it 
than  lawns  below  it,  the  west  shore  of  Loch  Mahon,  a  very 
fine  rising  hill  cut  into  inclosures,  but  without  wood,  land- 
locked on  every  side  with  high  lands,  scattered  with 
•  inclosures,  woods,  seats,  &c.  with  every  cheorful  circum- 
f  stance  of  lively  commerce,  has  altogether  a  great  effect. 
'  Advancing  to  Passage  the  shores  are  various,  and  the 
■cenei-y  enlivened  by  fourscore  sail  of  large  ships  ;  the 
little  port  of  Passage  at  the  water's  edge,  with  the  hills 
rising  boldly  above  it.  The  channel  narrows  between  the 
great  island  and  the  hills  of  Passage.  The  shores  bold, 
and  the  ships  scattered  about  them,  with  the  inclosures 
hanging  behind  the  masts  and  yards,  picturesque.  Passing 
the  streights  a  new  bason  of  the  harbour  opens,  surrounded 
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witb  high  lands.  Monk's- to  wn-castie  on  the  Mil  to  the 
right,  and  the  grounds  of  Balljltricken,  a  beautiful  inter- 
mixed scene  of  wood  and  lawn.  The  high  shore  of  tlia 
harbour's  mouth  o|>ena  gradually.  The  whole  scene  is 
landlocked.  The  first  view  of  Hawl-howling-ialand  and 
Spike-island,  high  rockj  lands,  with  the  chaunel  opening 
to  Cove,  where  are  a  fleet  of  ships  at  anchor,  and  Bostellan, 
Lord  Incliiquin's  house,  backed  with  hills,  a  scenery  that 
wants  nothing  but  the  accompanjment  of  wood.  The  view 
of  Baliybricken  changes ;  it  now  appears  to  be  unfor- 
tunately cut  int«  right  lines.  Arrived  at  the  ship  at  Cove ; 
in  the  evening  returned,  leaTing  Mr.  Jefferys  and  family  on 
hoard  for  a  voyage  to  Havre,  in  their  way  to  Paris. 

Dunkettle  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  I  have 
seen  in  Ireland.  It  is  a  hill  of  some  hundred  acres  broken 
into  a  great  variety  of  ground,  by  gentle  declivities,  with 
every  where  an  undulating  outline,  and  the  whole  varied 
by  a  considerable  quantity  of  wood,  which  in  some  places 
is  thick  enough  to  take  the  appearance  of  close  groves ;  in 
others  spreads  into  scattered  thickets  and  a  variety  of 
single  groups.  This  hill,  or  rather  cluster  of  hills,  i«" 
surrounded  on  one  side  by  a  reach  of  Cork  harbour,  over 
which  it  looks  in  the  niost  advantageous  manner;  and  OS 
the  other  by  an  iriguous  vale,  through  which  flowa  tlie 
river  Glanmire :  the  opposite  shore  of  that  river  has  every 
variety  that  can  unite  to  form  pleasing  landscapes  for  the 
views  from  Dunkettle  groimds ;  in  some  places  mirrow 
glens,  the  bottoms  of  which  are  quite  filled  with  water,  and 
the  steep  banks  covered  with  thick  woods  that  spread  a 
deep  shade ;  in  others  the  vale  opens  to  form  the  scite  of  a 
pretty,  cheerful j village,  overhung  by  hill  and  wood:  here 
the  shore  rises  gradually  into  lai^  inclosures,  which  spread 
over  the  hills,  stretching  beyond  each  other ;  and  there  the 
vale  melts  again  into  a  milder  variety  of  fields.  A  hill 
thus  situated,  and  consisting  in  itself  of  so  much  variety  of 
surface,  must  necessarily  command  many  pleasing  views ; 
to  enjoy  these  to  the  better  advantage,  Mr.  Trent  (than 
whom  no  one  has  a  better  taste  both  to  discover  and  de- 
scribe the  beauties  of  natural  scenes)  is  making  a  walk 
around  the  whole,  which  is  to  bend  to  the  inequalities  of 
the  ground,  so  as  to  take  the  principal  points  in  view. 
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^^tVhe  wbole  ia  so  beautiful,  that  if  I  was  to  make  tiio  regular 

^B  detour,  the  deecription  might  be  too  minute:  but  there 
^  are  some  points  wbioh  gave  me  so  much  pleasure,  that  I 
Imow  not  how  to  avoid  recommending  to  others  that  travel 
this  way  to  taste  the  same  satisfaction :  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  orchard  you  look  down  a  jmrt  of  the  river 
where  it  opens  into  a  regular  bason,  one  comer  stretching 
np  to  Cork,  lost  behind  the  hill  of  Lota,  the  lawn  of  which 
breaks  on  the  swelling  hills  among  the  woods ;  the  house 
obscured,  and  therefore  seeming  a  part  of  your  home 
scene ;  the  losing  the  river  behind  the  beautiful  projection 
of  Lota,  is  more  pleasing  than  can  be  expressed.  The 
other  reach,  leading  to  the  harbour's  mouth,  is  half  hidden 
by  the  trees  which  margin  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which 
jou  stand :  in  front,  a  noble  range  of  cultivated  hills,  the 
mclosures  broken  by  slight  spots  of  wood,  and  prettily 
varied  with  houses,  without  being  so  crowded  as  to  take 

toff  the  rural  effect.  The  scene  is  not  onlv  beautiful  in 
tiiose  common  circumstances  which  form  a  landscape,  but 
is  alive  with  the  cheerfulness  of  ships  and  boats  perpetually 
moving.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  one  of  the  most  luxuriant 
prospects  I  have  anywhere  seen.  Leaving  the  orchard, 
pass  on  the  brow  of  a  hill  which  forms  the  bank  of  the 
river  of  Glanmirc,  comoianding  the  opposite  woods  of 
Lota  in  all  their  beauty.  Kise  to  the  top  of  the  high  hill 
which  joins  the  deer-park,  and  exhibits  a  scene  equally 
oxteusive  and  beautiful ;  you  look  down  on  a  vale  which 
winds  almost  around  at  your  feet,  finishing  to  the  left  in 
Cork  river,  which  here  takes  the  appearance  of  a  lake, 
Isounded  by  wood  and  hills,  and  sunk  in  the  bottom  of  a 
vale,  in  a  style  which  painting  cannot  imitate.  The  oppo- 
site hills  of  Iiota,  wood,  and  lawn,  seem  formed  as  objecU 
for  this  point  of  view ;  at  your  feet  a  hill  rises  out  of  the 
vale,  with  higher  ones  around  it,  the  margins  scattered 
wood ;  to  the  right,  towards  Eivorstown.  a  vale ;  the 
whole  backed  by  cultivated  hills  to  Kallahan's  field. 
Milder  scenes  follow;  a  bird's-eye  view  of  a  small  vale 
sunk  at  your  feet,  through  which  the  river  flows  ;  a  bridge 
of  several  arches  unites  two  parts  of  a  beautiful  village, 
the  meadow  grounds  of  which  rise  gently,  a  varied  surface 
L.  of  wood  and  lawn,  to  the  hills  of  Eivorstown,  the  whole 
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surrouDdcd  bj  delicious  sveepa  of  cultivated  Mils.     To  tif 
left,  a  wooded  gleu  rising  from  the  vale  to  the  horizou,  ti 
Bceuery  sequestered,  but  pleasing  ;  the  oak  wood  viu 
bangs  on  tiie  deer-park  kill,  an  addition.     Dowa  to  t 
brow  of  the  hiU,  where  it  hangs  over  the  river,  a 
tareaque,  interesting  spot.     The  inclosurcs  on  the  opp* 
bank  bang  beautifully  to  the  eye,  and  the  woodeid  gla 
winds  up  the  hill,      Returning  to  the  house  I  was  <»i| 
ducted  to  the  hili,  where  the  grounds  slope  off  to  the  rivq 
of  Cork,  which  opens  to  view  in  noble  reaches  of  a  n 
nitude  that  fills  the  eje  and  the  imagination :    a  Tfaol 
country  of  a  character  truly  magnificent,  and  bebiad  t 
winding   vale   which   leads  between   a  series  of   hills  1 
Olamnire. 

Pictures  at  Dunietlle. 

A  St.  Michael,  &c.  the  subject  confused,  by  Mid; 
Angela     A  St,  Francis  on  wood,  a  large  original  of  Qui 
A  St.  Cecilia,  original  of  Bomanelli.    An  Assumption 
the  Virgin,  by  L.  Carracci.     A  quaker's  meeting,  of  aboiq 
fifty  figures,  by  Egbert  Hemskerk.     A  sea  view  and  ro  " 
piece,  by  Vemet.     A  small  flagellation,  by  Sebastian  c 
Piombo.     A  Madonna  and  Child,  small,  by  Bubeus.     ~ 
crucifixion,  many  figures  in  miniature,  excellent,  thoi^_ 
the  master  is  imknown.     An  excellent  copy  of  the  famoiJ 
Danae  of  Titian,  at  Monte  Cavallo,  near  Naples,  by  Cio 
of  Naples.      Another  of  the  Venus  of  Titian,  at  the  tribal 
in   Florence.      Another    of   Venus   blinding    Cupid, 
Titian,  at  the  Palazzo  Borghese  in  Home.     Another  < 
great  merit  of  the  Madonna  della  Sedia  of  Raphael,  at  tl 
Palazzo  Pitti  in  Florence,  by  Stern,  a  German,  late^  ■ 
Eome.     Another  of  an  Holy  Family,  from  Bapha«l,  < 
which  there  are  said  to  be  three  originals,  one  at  the  k' 
palace  in  Naples,  one  in  the  pulaU  royal  in  Paris,  and  2_ 
third  in  the  collection  of  Lord  Exeter,  lately  purchased  i 
Eome.     A  portrait  of  Sir  Patrick  Trent,  by  Sir  P,  I  ' 
An  excellent  portrait  of  a  person  unknown,  by  DahL 

September  17th,  to  Castlemartyr,'  the  seat  of  the  I 
of  Shannon,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  improvers  i 
Ireland,  in  whom  I  found  the  most  earnest  desire  to  gi^ 
'  Cullemorlf  r,  00.  Curk, 


CASTLBMAKTITR. 


me  every  epeciee  of  information,  with  a  kuowledge  and 
ability  which  enabled  him  to  do  it  most  effectually- 
Fassed  through  Middle  ton,  a  well-built  place,  which 
belongs  to  the  noble  lord  to  whom  it  gives  title,  Castle- 
martyr  is  an  old  house,  but  much  added  to  by  the  present 
earl ;  he  has  built,  besides  other  rooms,  a  dining  one  32  feet 
long  by  22  l)road,  and  a  drawing  one,  the  best  rooms  I 
have  seen  in  Irelivad,  a  doublu  cube  of  25  feet,  IteiQg 
50  long,  25  broad,  and  25  high.  The  grounds  alwut  thtj 
house  are  very  well  laid  out;  much  wood  weU  grown, 
considerable  lawns,  a  river  made  to  wind  through  them  in 
a  beautiful  manner,  an  old  castle  so  |>crfectly  covered  with 
ivy  as  to  be  a  jticturesque  object.  A  winding  walk  leads 
for  a  considerable  distance  along  the  banks  of  this  river, 
and  presents  several  pleasing  landsoiipes.  But  let  me 
hasten  to  objects  of  more  imiKtrtance.  Lord  Shannon's 
husbandry  consists  of  many  circumstances.  I  shall  begin 
with 

TURNEPS, 
which  Lord  ShaJinon  hm  cuUirated  upon  a  ver;  Inrgc  scule,  as 
will  appear  from  the  foUoving  particulars,  ilia  father  began  the 
culture  many  years  ago,  whiuh  he  continued  till  1770,  aud  then 
went  largely  into  it.  He  had  every  year,  from  1770  to  1774  both 
inclusire,  sixteen  acres,  and  in  1773,  tKeuty-four.  lloM  cultivated 
thcni  in  both  broad-cait  and  the  drill  method  the  rowa  at  three 
feet ;  but  finding  that  the  roots  became  too  large,  altered  his 
method  to  eighteen  inches,  in  order  to  have  more  of  them  ;  the 
aiie  will  be  seen  by  the  following  account. 

"  Castlemartjr,  December  2]Bt,  1771, 
"I  this  day  measured  a  square  perch  of  tumepa,  16}  feet, 
drilled  in  rows  three  feet  apart;  there  were  84  turueps  nn  this 
perch,  they  weighed  7  cwt.  2  qrs.  which  I  compute  to  be  60  tons 
to  the  English  acre;  and  there  were  vacant  spaces  in  the  rows 
within  this  perch  where  the  turneps  had  failed,  that  would  have 
held  at  least  ten  large  tiirneps  more.  I  then  pulled  84  turneps, 
the  largest  I  could  see,  within  about  fifteen  yards  of  the  above 
perch,  and  they  weighed  15  cwt.  13  qrs.  17  lb.  which  is  about  12S 
ton,  29  cwt.  20  lb.  I  weighed  two  of  the  above  turueps  sepa- 
rately, one  of  tlieiu  a  white  tankard,  they  each  weighed  S2  lb. 


8S2 


I  TOUR   IN    IRELAND.  [SBPTEMBI 


The  white  Norfolk  was  three  feet  ei(;ht  inches  in  circumferenMLl 
N.B.  I  neither  manured  nor  burned  the  ground ;  it  wm  nataii^^ 
kllj  good ;  I  tilled  it  well,  and  hoed  the  crop  careful!;. 

"  SHANNON. 

One  of  the  above  turnepi;  Lord  Shannon  took  with  him  to 
Dublin  Souietj,  where  it  was  aeen  by  the  whole  city  ;  but  from  mj 
tour  through  the  kingdom,  I  lun  nfroid  it  did  not  aoimfttc  lo 
man;  as  it  ougHt.  These  large  tumeps  were  not  ruaed  in  anj 
peculiar  spot,  but  were  part  of  a  field  of  eight  or  ten  acres.  Tha 
application  of  the  crop  has  been  gcuerallj  b;  drawing  and  gi' 
them  to  sheep  on  drj  pastures ;  all  sorts  of  sheep,  but  particular!] 
fat  ewCB,  thej  fattened  admirably.  Finds  that  the  great  bent  ~ 
of  the  culture  is  having  them  near  a  very  drj  field,  in  order  to 
manage  them  as  above-mentioned.  Ho  has  found  that  lliej  will 
do  exceedingly  well  without  manuring,  especially  if  the  land  la  an 
old  rough  pasture,  or  which  wants  to  be  broken  up  ;  fiillowed 
well  and  thoroughly  ploughed,  produces  great  crops.  Sea  weed 
bis  lordship  has  tried  for  them,  spread  about  the  thickness  of 
dung,  and  it  gave  prodigious  products.  Upon  the  whole,  he  ii 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  nothing  can  be  more  beneficial  t«  the 
agriculture  of  Ireland  than  introducing  this  cultiu*e,  and  so  well 
convinced  of  this,  that  be  has  always  shewn  his  crops  to  farmen, 
weighed  them  before  them,  shewed  the  cattle  fed,  and  took  eveij 
pains  to  make  them  come  into  the  culture,  but  in  vain.  Aa  a 
preparation  of  com  they  are  incomparmble ;  ho  has  had  very 
great  crops  of  barley  after  them,  such  as  were  laid  with  every 
heavy  rain  from  luxuriance.  ^Vheat  also  he  has  sown  alter  tkera, 
and  got  eight  barrels  an  acre  from  seven  stone  of  seed. 

CABBAGES 
Lord  Shannon  cultivated  also :  generally  had  five  or  s, 
for  four  or  five  years  ;  the  sort  the  fiat  Dutch,  and  got  very  fi 
crops.  Gave  them  to  cattle  of  all  sorlM,  who  eat  tbem  i 
greedily,  and  did  bettor  upon  them  than  upon  tumeps,  but  wt 
not  last  longer  tlian  Christmas,  otherwise  would  have  prefen 
them.  The  crops  of  com  ailer  tliein  neither  better  n 
than  after  turneps.  Tried  also  the  Scotch  and  other  sorts,  bid 
preferred  the  flat  Dutch  to  any  other.  One  great  objec 
both   cabbages   and   turneps   is   the   mildness  of  the  sei 
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raland,  which  ie  so  great  aa  to  burst  the  cabbages,  and  make 

3  tuTuepa   mn  to  seed   before  their  time.     Aa  to  the  grasa 

■  Bprtiiging  so  faat  in  wbler,  as  to  prevent  the  neccsaity  of  the 

Finilture,  he  doea  not  find  it.     Cabbogea  miiat  be  well  manured 

POTATOES. 

Lord  Shannon  planted  eighteen  acrea  of  potatoes  with  the 
jiloiigh,  manuring  only  the  furrows  ;  horae  and  hand  hoed  them 
perfei^tlj,  to  keep  them  free  from  weeds ;  did  it  twice,  and  pur- 
posed oftener,  but  the  growth  of  the  crop  was  ao  luxuriant  that 
neither  the  horse  nor  hoe  could  get  through  them.  Took  tbem 
np  with  the  plough,  and  the  crop  proved  exceedingly  good,  far 
better  than  they  would  hare  been  in  the  common  method. 


DRILL  HUSBANDRY. 
Lord  Shannon's  expression  of  this  mode  to  me  was  excellent, 
I  read  mywlf  into  it  and  worked  myself  out  of  it.  He  tried  it 
with  wheat,  horae  and  hand-hoeing  it  perfectly,  and  got  a  \etj 
fine  crop ;  an  unexceptionable  one  for  the  mode,  but  the  produce 
was  not  equal  to  the  common  way,  while  the  expence,  trouble, 
ud  attention,  were  endless,  ao  that  he  was  convinced,  even  by  his 
BUCccae,  that  it  could  not  he  a  beneficial  mode  of  cuUurc.  For 
tnmepB  also  be  prefers  very  much  the  broad-cast  mode,  and  never 
^^began  the  drill  method  but  as  an  ease  of  hoeing. 

^V  ami 


SOILING. 

Soiling  horses,  &c.  in  summer,  with  grass  mown  every  day, 
I  Xord  Shannon  has  practised  greatly,  and  finds  it  highly  beneficial, 
d  particularly  for  raising  great  quantities  of  dung. 


SEA-SAND   AND   LIME. 

The  manures  which  Lord  Shannon  uses  are  sea-sand  and  lime. 
He  prefers  the  latter  for  brown  slaty  stone  land,  and  aand  for 
lime-stone  land ;  has  used  great  quantities  of  it,  though  four  to 
six  miles  from  the  sea.  lu  one  month  he  has  brought  6,719 
barrels  of  it,  at  Aif.  a  barrel,  or  £139  I9i.  ^d.  fur  67  acres,  at  100 
barrels  an  acre,  and  aflcrwarda  SO  more  for  a  second  dresaing : 
the  effect  of  it  is  very  ^kbX,  particularly  in  bringing  daisies 
(JittUit)  on  very  poor  land,  and  white  clover  when  laid  on  good 
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grnea  lauds.  If  &  bag  breaks,  and  Bomc  accidcntallj  falla 
wHte,  the  man  {.'sthera  it  up  as  clear  as  he  can,  jet  it  is  ev 
bring  a  patch  of  white  clover,  l.ime  his  lordship  buma  in  ft 
long-necked  kiln,  which  he  linds  to  aoEwcr  so  well,  that  one  barrd' 
of  culm  bums  ten  of  lime.  He  lets  the  kiln,  and  hays  the  tims 
at  If.  id.  a  barrel.  Draws  26  barrels  a  da;.  The  culm  it.  ft 
barrel.  The  labourers  hire  Id,  n barrel,  for  quarrjing,  breaking^ 
aud  burning. 

BOUNTIES. 

Lord  Shannon's  bounties  to  labourers  amount  to  £JSO  a  year, 
lie  gives  them  by  wa;  of  encouragement;  but  only  to  tiich  as  eaa 
ipcak  Enghah,  and  do  something  more  than  fill  a  cart. 

DITCHES. 
Hia  Lordship  has  ronde  sonic  ditches  of  an  extraord 
dimenaion;  the  following  segment : 


4  ft.  ( 


10ft. 

terrass  between  two  ditches, 


The  center  of  13  feet  6  inches, 

broad  enough  to  plant  a  hedge  on  each  side  of  it,  and  have 
riduig  between  them ;  it  is  most  completel;  done,  aud  will  uiswor 
the  double  purpose  perfectly.  He  is  also  doing  a  good  deal  ia 
the  following  dimensions  : 


8  fl.  6  in 


ri776.: 
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LINEN  MANUFACTOUY. 
Lord  Shaiinou  establiabeil  ft  factory  ftt  CloghnickeUy.  in  ibe 
jear  I7GD,  ableocli  jardof  Eeveateen  at^res  of  land.vith  mills,  &c. 
fiir  bleaching  the  pieces  that  are  wove  in  the  neighbouthood. 
There  are  94  looms  at  work  in  the  town,  £100  a  week  laid  out 
in  jam,  and  at  three  fairs,  £l,SOO,  tbe  amount  of  which  is  £7,000 
ft  jear ;  the  cloth  chicflj  coarse  :  and  this  establishment  has  had 
great  effect  in  increasing  the  manufactures  in  the  neighbourhood. 

COMPOSTS. 

He  is  exceedingly  attentive  in  forming  composts.  A  river 
mns  through  CostlemBrtyr,  part  of  which  i»  often  full  of  Band 
mnd  rniKl ;  this  be  empties  periodically  and  nuxes  it  with  lime. 
In  one  field  I  saw  larger  composit  heaps  of  these  materials,  than  1 
remember  any  where  else  to  have  observed ;  one  of  these  waa  105 
ftidt  long,  nine  broad,  and  four  feet  high,  containing  cubical 

yards 1260 

Another,  7S  and  8  broad,  and  4  feet  high 633 

Another,  155  by  5,  and  4  feet  high 1033 

Another,  76  by  5,  and  4  feet  high S06 

Total 3631 

Among  these  bills  were  2,000  barrels,  or  8,000  bushels  of  lime 
mixed :  after  this  it  is  needless  to  say,  that  be  manures  bis  land 
with  uncommon  spirit. 

WASTE   LAND. 
His  Lordship  has  reclaimed  109  acres  of  furze  land,  which  he 
has  eradicatetl,  and  brought  to  a  very  profitable  soil. 

WALLING. 

Iiord  Shannon  has  inclosed  380  acres  with  a  itiost  excellent 

wall,  eight  feet  and  a  half  high  under  the  coping,  and  8  inches 

above  it.     The  wall  is  two  feet  thick  at  bottom,  and  18  inches  at 

top,  and  coats  4s.  per  perch,  or  £l  16*.  runuing  measiu^:. 

BARN. 
The  best-built  bam  I  have  seen  in  Ireland  is  at  Castle  Martyr. 
I  The  bays  and  threshing  floor  are  fourteen  feet  high,  and  over  them 
0  stories  for  granaries,  the  first  eight  feet  two  inches  high, 
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u)d  the  upper  one  eight  feet  nine  inches,  beaiden  tlic  roof,  with  » 
door  in  the  center  of  the  floors,  and  a  wheel  for  winding  sucks  u]>. 
It  is  built  in  aiicli  a  mnnner,  the  doors,  &c.  Ho  platetl  cverj  where 
at  the  edges  with  iron,  that  it  is  imposiiible  a  mouse  should  get  in 
or  out;   or  that  a  rat  should  any  whore  gnaw  bis  way  in.      Upon   I 
clearing  it  last  year,  abont  twenty  mice  were  found,  tbat  bad  been  | 
carried  in  in  the  sheals,  a  little  straw  was  laid  for  them  ii 
comer,  and  the  bam  shut  for  a  fortnight,  at  the  end  of  wbick   | 
time  they  were  fonnd  alive,  and  killed,  not  one  being  able  to  1 
escape.     I  have  seeu  very  fine  barns  built  in  EugUud,  on  cftpl  j 
■tonca,  into  wbieh  no  vermin  could  get,  unless  carried  ii 
when  they  were  carried  in,  they  had  a  million  of  ways  to  get    ' 

BULLOCKS  DRAWING  BY  THE  HOKNS. 

Lord  ShuDnon,  upon  goiog  into  tillage,  found  that  the 
espcuce  of  horses  was  so  great  that  it  eat  up  all  the  profit 
ot  the  fami ;  which  made  him  determine  to  use  bulfocka. 
Ho  did  it  in  the  common  method  of  yokes  and  bowa,  but 
they  performed  so  indifferently,  and  with  auch  manifest 
uneaainesB,  that  he  imported  ike  French  method  of  draw- 
ing by  the  boms  ;  and  in  order  to  do  this  effectually,  ha 
wrote  to  a  person  at  Bordeani  to  hire  him  a  man  who  was 
practised  in  that  method.  Upon  the  correspondent  being 
applied  to,  he  repreBentod  difficulties  attending  it,  the 
man  who  was  spoken  to  having  been  in  Germany  for  the 
same  purpose.  Upon  which  Lord  Shannon  gare  directions 
that  everything  should  be  bought  and  sent  over  which 
the  labourer  wished  to  bring  with  him.  Accordingly,  a 
bullock  of  the  beat  sort,  that  had  been  worked  three  years, 
was  purchased ;  also  a  hay-cart,  a  plough,  harrows,  and  all 
the  tockle  for  harnessing  them  by  the  horns,  which,  with 
the  man,  were  sent  over.  His  eakry  was  to  be  400  livrea 
a  year,  with  board,  &c.  The  bullock,  218  livres ;  tackle 
for  two  bullocks,  36.  Two  carts,  314,  A  j)lough  and 
harrow,  123,  which,  with  other  expenses,  came  to  j£45  17*,, 
and  freight  £16  16».  Upon  the  whole,  the  experiment 
cost,  from  first  to  last,  to  bring  it  thoroughly  to  bear, 
about  an  hundred  pounds.  His  Lordship  is  persuaded 
that  the  first  year  of  his  introducing  it  at  large  on  his  farm 
saved  him  the  whole.     He  has  pursued  the  method  ever 
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mce,  and  with  the  greatest  BUccesa.  He  finds  the  bullocks 
■o  perfectly  at  their  ease  tliat  it.  is  a.  pleasure  to  see  them. 
For  first  breaking  up  lays,  and  for  cross  ploughing,  he 
uses  four,  but  in  all  succeeding  earthB.  only  two ;  nor 
more  for  the  first  ploughing  of  stubbles :  I  saw  six  ploughs 
doing  this  in  a  wheat  stubble,  and  thej  did  it  five  or  six 
inches  deep  with  great  ease.  Upon  first  introducing  it, 
there  was  a  combination  among  all  his  men  gainst  the 
practice,  but  Lord  Shannon  wa^  determined  to  carry  his 
point ;  in  tliis  matter,  he  followed  a  course  that  had  all 
um^inable  success.  One  lively,  sensible  boy  took  to  the 
oxen,  and  worked  them  readily.  His  Lordship  at  once 
advanced  this  boy  to  eight  pence  a  day ;  this  did  the 
business  at  osce  ;  others  followed  the  example,  and  since 
that  he  has  had  numbers  who  could  mantle  them,  and 
nlough  as  well  as  the  Frenchman.  They  plough  an  acre  a 
day  with  ease ;  and  carry  very  great  loads  of  com  and  hay, 
coals,  &c.  Four  buUocks  in  the  French  cart  brought 
twelve  barrels  of  coals,  ship  measure,  each  5  cwt.,  or  three 
tons,  but  the  tackle  of  the  fore  couple  breaking,  the  other 
two  drew  the  load  above  a  mile  to  a  foi^.  Two  of  them 
drew  35  cwt.  of  flag  stone  three  miles  with  ease ;  but  Lord 
Shannon  does  not  in  common  work  them  in  this  manner ; 
three  tons  he  thinks  a  proper  load  for  four  bullocks. 
Upon  the  bailifE,  Mr.  Bere,  mentioning  loads  dmwn  by 
these  oxen,  that  appeared  to  me  most  extraordinarily 
great,  I  expressed  many  doubts,  hia  Lordship  immediately 
ordered  the  French  harvest  cart  to  be  loaded  half  a  mile 
from  the  reeks  ;  it  was  done ;  1,020  sheafs  of  wheat  were 
bid  on  it,  and  two  oxen  drew  it  without  difiiculty ;  we 
tiien  weighed  forty  aheafs,  the  weight  251  lb.,  at  which 
rate  the  1,020  came  to  6.375  lb.,  or  abovethree  tons,  which 
is  a  vast  weight  for  two  oxen  to  draw.  I  am  very  much 
in  doubt  whether  in  yokes  they  would  have  stirred  the 
cart  ao  loaded. 

Lord  Shannon  has  an  excellent  way  of  nuanugiDg  all  his  cattle 

in  one  circumstance,  which  ia  to  mark  tliem  on  the  horn  with 

'    nntnberB,  and  keeps  a  book  ruled  in  columns  and  engraved,  by 

irhich  means,  on  turning  to  the  number,  he  sees  every  particular 

of  the  beast,  which  are  ioBerted  in  the  culanms.     Ue  trains  tiiem 
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for  work  &t  three  to  four  ^carn  aid,  gcuOy  brt^aking  tbcm  in  »t 
once  without  an;  dillicaltj. 

The  conmion  hiubandrj  about  Castle  Martjr  will  be  Beeii  from 
ihe  following  Recount,  for  which  jiarlicuUra  I  am  obligMl  to  Ui 
Httention  of  this  patriotic  nnblemnn,  who  took  every  method  t 
have  me  well  Informed.  Farms  ripe  from  one  hundred  to  three 
hundred  acres,  but  some  to  one  ihouasiid,  of  which  siie  Lord 
Middleton  has  one.  Forma  not  taken  in  partnership  eo  muo 
as  in  other  parts;  two  or  three  will  take  a  farm  of  lUirlj  « 
forty  acres,  but  it  is  not  general.  The  toil  ia  rarinus ;  the  vale, 
from  Carricktowel  to  Killay,'  often  or  twelve  miles  long,  and 
four  over,  is  of  lime-atone ;  the  bills  are  brown  stone  ;  the  loain 
upon  it  is  from  three  inches  to  eight  feet,  strong,  rich  and  good ; 
dry  in  winter,  and  good  tumep  land.  These  lime-stone  rocks 
are  full  of  caFities  and  subterraneous  pa^aagea,  so  that  if  you 
a  drain  to  carry  water  off,  and  touch  upon  a  lime-stone  rock, 
probably  all  will  find  its  way.  Kent  of  the  barony  nf  Imokilly, 
on  ao  average,  twelve  shillings  an  acre ;  Kilnatalton,'  eight 
shillings.  A  tliird  part  of  the  county  is  waste  land,  the  price  of 
which  is  risen  extremely  in  a  few  years  ;  rent,  one  sbilliag; 
rest  of  the  county,  eight  shillings.     The  course  of  crops  : 

1.  Potatoes,  upon  clay  ground,  dunged  and  ploughed  at  £4; 
plant  six  barrels  at  two  and  a  half  cwt.  produce  50  to  100 
barrels  ;  potatoes  sell  '2i.  to  4(.  a  barret. 

S.  Wheat,  sow  twelve  atone,  produce  five  barrels. 

3.  Oats,  on  oue  ploughing,  sow  a  barrel  of  fourteen  slooe,  crop 
eight  barrels.     Some  pour  people  take  one  or  two  more  crops  o:' 

4.  Lay  out  for  grass  from  two  to  twelve  years.  They  soma' 
times  burn  fur  [lotatocs,  especially  on  the  absentee  estates,  aac 
get  as  good  cnips  as  ia  the  otlicr  way. 

Expenee  of  an  acre  o/potatoet. 

Rent 300 

Seed 0  18     0 

Planting  and  trenching,  forty  days  oTa  man  .  10    0 

Taking  up,  and  carrying  home,  &c.  .      .     .      .  10     0 

Tythe 060 


Pl77fi.] 


CASTLEUARXrH. 


I 
I 
I 


A  ilisputo  arising  upon  tlie  produce  of  potntnes,  Lord  Siiannon 
onlcred  some  tpadea  square  (each  S^  feet)  to  be  taken  up,  and 
weighed  them ;  the  weight,  on  aii  average,  19  lb.  per  spade,  or 
108  barrels  per  atre,  each  252  lb.  that  is,  13  wcighto  to  the 
barrel,  each  21  lb.  These  vrere  liia  own  potatoes,  and  not  an 
extra  crop  at  all.  Barley  is  sometimes  put  in  in^^teacl  of  oats, 
Jind  bere  instead  of  wheat.  A  crop  of  here  produces  10  barrels ; 
barley  yielc)s  8.  No  turneps  or  rape.  A  few  of  the  better 
farmers  sow  clover,  but  the  number  very  inconsiderable.  FIbjc 
is  sown  by  few  of  the  common  people  in  patches.  Taring  and 
bumJDg  IB  called  grnsaing,  and  burning  is  practised  by  the  com- 
mon farmers,  upon  such  estates  as  their  landlords  will  permit. 
Tliey  mannre  with  sea  sand  for  com,  and  sea  weed  for  potatoes  ; 
they  wHl  carry  tUem  three  miles  from  the  sea ;  all  make  com- 
postH  of  sand  and  earth.  Dairies  ore  numerous ;  from  twenty  to 
fifty  cows  set  at  £3  a  cow.  The  dairyman  has  bis  privilege, 
which  is  an  acre  of  land  fur  every  ten  cows,  a  good  house  and 
dairy  ;  a  oollop  for  every  10  cows,  and  will  keep  8  or  10  pigs. 
If  not  paid  in  money,  it  is  one  cwt,  of  butter  and  IS*,  in  money. 
A  cow  that  gives  two  gallons  a  day  the  dairyman  cannot  reject : 
it  will  take  three  acres  to  a  cow,  but  privilege  and  all  is  four 
acres.  Very  few  flocks  in  this  country  ;  Mr.  Robert  Fitzgerald 
has  1,000  to  1,500  ;  but  the  number  too  few  to  be  worth  men- 
tioning. The  poor  people  all  kecji  a  collop  or  two  of  sheep, 
with  which  they  cloatb  themselves.  They  plough  generally  wilh 
four  horses,  sow  wilh  two,  and  use  ploughs  of  so  bad  a  construc- 
tion that  a  man  attends  them  with  a  strong  stick  leaning  on  the 
beam  to  keep  it  in  the  ground. 

Laud  sella  at  twenty-five  years'  purchase.  Rents  have  not 
Allien  ;  for  very  little  of  it  is  let  at  more  than  its  value.  Tythea 
are  every  where  valued  by  the  proctor  by  the  acre.  No  emigra- 
tions from  the  county  of  Corke.  The  religion  is  almost  univer- 
islty  Catholic.  Building  a  common  cabbin,  £S ;  two  of  stone, 
Ac,  for  £31  10«.  They  carry  half  a  barrel  of  sea-sand  on 
fcoiaeback  fourteen  miles  from  Corke  to  the  mountains  of  Barry- 
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mere,  and  to  Mr.  Coppingcr's,  twenty -four  milen,  and  it  iuprove! 
much  for  tillage  ;  but  it  it  carried  wlicn  not  to  moiiiitaiiia  in  care : 
it  it  Dot  found  l«  be  so  good  as  lime. 

There  is  a  woollen  trade  at  Caatle  Martjr:  Mr.  James  Pratt 
in  particular  faujs  wool  in  Tippcrarj  and  at  Balljnasloe.  The 
beat  is  the  Connaught ;  it  ia  the  fineet,  and  is  short ;  the  longest 
ii  ill  the  county  of  Carlow  and  Tippemry.  In  Cwlow  they  keep 
the  Bheep  fattening  a  year  longer,  after  buying  in  Tipperary. 
Tipperary  wool  S  Ih.,  Carlow  6  lb.,  Connaught  4f  lb.  In  sort- 
ing, the  fine  belly  wool  is  separated  ;  the  finer  will  make  cloth  of 
10*.  or  12».  a  yard.  The  back  and  sides  are  laid  by  for  combing, 
the  other  h  earded ;  about  four-fifths  of  the  fleece  is  combed. 
Combs  in  his  own  house,  employing  16  to  SO  hands;  pays  them 
by  the  ball,  3d.  each  of  24  oz„  and  tbcy  earn  8«.  a  week  ;  these 
balls  are  given  out  to  the  poor  people  to  spin,  employing  above 
a  thousand  spinners.  They  spin  a  ball  from  II  to  13  skaii 
four  days,  attending  their  family  besides.  The  value  is  2s.  Sd. 
per  ball :  are  paid  9d.  a  ball.  In  this  way  of  doing  it  there  are 
not  many  tricks,  being  in  general  very  honest.  For  1 1  skains, 
Sd.— 12— 9rf.— 13— lOd.— 14— llrf.  They  are  sorted  and 
packed  iu  packs  of  130  balls,  which  sell  at  £30  a  pack.  It  was 
never  known  to  be  higher  than  last  year ;  twenty  years  ago  it 
was  £,iB  a  pack.  Abont  a  fourth  of  what  is  spun  in  this  part 
ofthe  kingdom  is  worked  up  at  home.  The  trade  has  been  a 
rising  one  for  two  years. 

Edward  Roche,  Ksq  ;   of  Kildiniug,'  gave  me,  at  Castle  Mar- 
tyr, tbe  following  account  of  eome  improvcmcnta  he  has  made. 
Has  done  250  acres  of  mountain,  and  began  upon  50  of  bog ;  the 
former  with  paring  and  burning  with  ploughs,  at  7).  and  cutting 
and  bumiug,  Ss.  Gil.  in  June  and  July,      Limes  with  the  ashes, 
00  barrels  per  acre,  at  47  gallons,  or  75,  at  Sd.      Spread  and 
plough  in  April  or  May;    then  set  to  poor  people,  at  30i.   i 
acre.     They  trench  in  potatoes  in  the  common  way,  get  on 
average  sixty  barrels,  then  trench  in  rye  or  black  oats,  six  m 
to  an  acre  ;   crops  six  barrels  of  rye,  20  stone  per  barrel,  at  7j.  or 
B».,  and  black  oats,  10  kilderkins,  at  1 1  stone ;   then  white  oats, 
8  barrels,  sow  grass  seed  one  barrel  with  them,  and  8  lb.  white 
clover,  anil  2  lb.  rib-grass.      Tbe  land  before  not  6d.  an  acre, 
could  let  it  now  at  7ii.     Ploughs  with  six  bullocks  first,  and  four 
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afterwnrcis.  PoUtoe  Btalka  he  cnrrieR  tn  his  |n>iiii(l,  but  in 
general  are  left  in  heaps  in  the  field,  iind  are  a  imiBanee  t<i 
plougliing.  In  Wicklotr,  thej  bleed  their  horsea  and  cows,  aiid 
mix  the  blood  with  meal  for  food. 

From  Castle  Martyr,  September  20,  to  Castle  Marj,' 

the  seat  of Longfield,  Esq ;  who  keeps  a  great  qtian- 

tity  of  land  in  his  hands.  Has  cultivated  the  potatoes,  | 
called  here  bulls,  that  ia,  the  Eaglish  cluster,  very  much  t 
for  cattle,  but  nobody  will  eat  them  ;  he  has  from  sii  to 
eleven  acres  yearly ;  plants  them  in  the  common  mamier, 
and  gets  120  barrels  an  acre,  of  20  stone  each.  I  saw  a 
epade  of  five  feet  and  a  half  square,  dug  the  produce 
23  lb.  on  very  poor  land.  On  sand  and  sea  weed  the  same 
space  of  London  ladies  weighed  27  lb.  Manures  for  them 
with  sea  sand  and  weed,  but  not  with  dung ;  gives  them  /— 
to  hi§~  horses  and  buUocka  ;  and  when  he  gives  his  horses 
potatoes,  they  have  no  oats.  It  is  surprising  to  see  how 
fond  horses  are  of  them  ;  they  do  very  well  on  them  raw, 
but  the  best  way  ia  to  boil  them,  as  they  will  then  fatten 
the  horses.  Tlie  bullocks  are  equally  fond  of  them,  and 
will  follow  him  to  eat  them  out  of  his  hand.  Sheep  are 
the  same,  and  will  get  into  the  fields  to  scrape  them  up. 
Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Longfield  is  persuaded  that  no  root 
or  crop  in  the  world  is  more  beneficial  to  a  farmer  than 
this  potatoe,  so  that  he  should  have  continued  in  tumeps, 
which  be  has  cultivated  lately,  but  has  found  this  root  so 
perfectly  useful  that  he  has  experienced  the  absolute 
dependence  which  may  be  placed  on  them  for  winter  pro- 
vision of  all  sorts.  AJid  what  is  of  infinite  consequence, 
the  culture  may  be  extended  to  what  quantity  you  please 
without  the  assistance  of  dung,  witiiout  which  other 
potatoes  cannot  be  managed. 

,  Longfield  a'!tablu<hed  the  linen  mannfacture  here  three 
I  years  ago,  bj  bailding  a  hieach  mill  and  hleacL  green  ;  he  has 
14  looms  constantly  at  work  upon  his  own  account,  who  are  paid 
I  for  what  they  manufacture  by  the  yard.  The  sort  generally 
,  made  is  from  900  to  1,400,  and  makes  650  pieeca  of  25  yaxdt 
,    length,   annually  ;    sells,   at  present,   from  23s.  to  30«.  a  piece. 
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The  ttctOTj  employs  50  bsntla ;  bletcKei  great  qunutitics  fur  the 
poor  people.  A  great  idduj  weavers  are  scattered  about  the 
countrj,  who  bring  their  welis,  &c.,  to  be  bleached  here.  The 
flax  is  raifcd,  and  the  yun  epao  at  Clauibilt;^  and  Ross,  Ac  in 
the  west  of  the  coant;.  No  woollen  manufacture  is  carried  od 
In  this  country.  Air.  Longfield  has  always  ploughed  with  oxen, 
which  he  has  fouud  far  more  advantagcoiis  than  horses.  Clover 
he  has  cultivated  long  with  rery  great  success,  and  finiU  it  highly 
beneficial.  The  county  of  Corke  two-lblnls  waste,  at  a  very  low 
or  DO  rate,  the  other  third  at  IS*. 

September  21at  to  Rosteilon,'  the  seat  of  Lord 
Inchiquin,  commandiiig  a  beautiful  view  of  Corke  harbour, 
the  ships  at  Cove,  the  Great  Island,  and  the  two  others 
which  guard  the  opening  o£  the  harbour.  It  appears  here 
a  noble  basin  of  several  miles  extent,  surrounded  with 
high  grounds,  which  want  no  other  addition  but  woods. 

Is  view  is  seen  in  great  perfection  from  the  windows  of 
two  very  good  rooms,  25  hy  35,  which  his  Lordship  has 
built  in  addition  to  the  old  castle. 

From  RoBtellan  to  Lota,  the  seat  of  Frederick  Rogers, 
Esq ;  I  had  before  seen  it  in  the  highest  perfection  from 
the  water  going  from  Ihinkettle  to  Cove,  and  from  tha 
grounds  of  Bunkettle.  Krs.  Rogers  was  so  obliging  as  to 
shew  me  the  back  grounds,  which  are  admirably  wooded, 
and  of  a  fine  varied  surface. 

Got  to  Corke  in  the  evening,  and  waited  on  the  Dean,' 
who  received  me  with  the  most  flattering  attention.  Corke 
's  one  of  the  most  populous  places  I  have  ever  been  in. 
It  was  market-day,  and  I  could  scarce  drive  through  the 
streets,  they  were  so  amazingly  thronged;  on  the  other 
days,  the  number  is  very  li^at.  I  should  suppose  it  must 
resemble  a  Dutch  town,  for  there  are  many  canals  in  the 
BtreetH,  with  quays  before  the  houses.  The  best-built  part 
is  Morrison's  Island,  which  promises  well ;  the  old  part 
of  the  town  is  very  close  and  dirty.  As  to  its  commerce, 
the  following  particulars  I  owe  to  Robert  Gordon,  Esq ; 
the  Burveyor-geueiul. 

>  lloatellan  Castle,  co.  Oirk. 

*  George  Chinnpry,  Dean  of  Curk,  17G.1-79,  was  msdc  Itlahnp  or 
Killaloe  in  the  year  tast  named. 
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^P       Average  of  nineteen  years'  export,  ending  March  24,  1773. 

Hides,  m  £1  e&uh 61,000 

Bay  and  woollen  jam 594,000 

Butter,  at  309.  per  cwt.  from  5e>.  to  72i. 180,000 

Beef,  at  20(.  a  bami 291,970 

Camblvts,  serges,  la 40,000 

Candles 34,830 

Soap 30,000 

Tallow S0,000 

HerTiiigB,£t8  to  £35,000  all  tiieir  own 91,000 

Glue,  20  10  aS.OOO 28,000 

Pork 64,000 

Wool  lo  England 14,0o0 

Small    eiporU,    Goltenburgh    herrings,    horns,    hoofij,    &c. 

feather-beds,  palliiusts,  feathers,  Ac 3S,000 

I£1,100,1S0 
Average  prices  of  the  19  jaaxa  on  the  custom  books.  All 
Kxports  OD  those  faooka  are  rated  at  the  value  of  the  reign  of 
Cbarles  tho  Second  ;  but  the  imporU  bare  always  10  per  cent, 
on  the  sworn  price  &dded  to  them.  Seventy  to  eighty  sail  of 
■hips  belong  to  Corke.  Average  of  ships  that  entered  that  port 
in  those  19  years,  B72  per  annum.  The  number  of  people  at 
Corke  mustered  by  the  clergy,  by  hearth-money,  and  by  the 
nnmber  of  houses,  payments  to  minister,  average  of  the  three, 
67,000  sonls,  if  taken  before  the  lat  of  September,  after  that 
30,000  increased.  There  are  700  coopers  in  the  town.  Barrels, 
ftU  of  oak  or  beech,  bU  from  America  :   the  latter  for  herrings, 

now  from  Qotteiiburgh  and  Norway.      The  excise  of  Corke  now 

more  than  in  Charles  the  Second's  reign.      Ridiculous  I 
Corke  old  duties,  in  1731,  produced     .      .      .£62,000 

Now  the  same  . £140,000 

'  Bollocks   16,000    head,   32,000   b&rreU ;     41,000    hogs,    20,000 
barrels.     Butter  22,000.      Firkins  of  half  a  hundred  weight  each, 
I   both  increase  this  year,  the  whole  being 

240,000  firkins  of  butter 

120,000  barrels  of  beef. 

V  Export  of  woollen  yarn   from  Corke,  £300,000  a   year  ia  the 

['  Irish  market.     Ko  wool  smuggled,  or  at  least  very  little.     The 

f  wool  comes  to  Corke,  &e.  aod  is  delivered  out  to  combers,  who 
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milce  it  into  balls.  These  balls  are  bought  up  b;  tbe  Prencb 
^ents  at  a  vut  price,  aud  exported ;  but  even  this  does  oot 
amount  to  £40,000  a  year. 

Pbicbs. 

Beef,  21j.  per  cwt.  never  so  high  by  2*.  6d.  Pork,  30».  neTcr 
higher  than  I8(.  6d.  owing  to  the  arm;  deniand.  81aughter 
dung,  Sd.  for  a  horse-load.  Country  laboumr  Gd.  about  towii 
lOi  Milk  7  pints  q  penny.  Coaia  3».  8d.  to  S».  a.  barrel,  G  of 
which  moke  a  ton.      I^ggs  4  a  penuy. 

Corke  labourers.  Cellar  ones  20,000  ;  have  1«.  Id.  a  day,  and 
as  much  bread,  beef,  and  beer  as  they  can  eat  and  <lrink,  and 
7  lb.  of  offals  a  week  for  their  families.  Rent  fi)r  their  house, 
40*.  Mason  and  carpenters'  labourers  lOrf.  a  day.  Sailors,  now, 
£3  a  month  and  ship  proviaiunK:  before  the  American  war,  28«. 
Porters  and  coal-heavers  paid  by  the  groat.  State  of  the  poor 
people  in  general  incomparably  better  off  than  they  were  20 
years  ago.  There  arc  imported  18,000  barrels  annually  of 
Scotch  herrings,  at  I8t.  a  barrel,  The  salt  for  the  beef  trade 
comes  trom  Lisbon,  St.  Ube's,  &c.  Tlie  salt  for  the  Gsh  trardo 
from  Eoclielle;  for  butter  English  and  Ii'iah. 

Particulars  of  the  woollen  fabricks  of  the  county  of  Corke 
received  &om  a  tnanufacturer.  The  woollen  trade,  serges  and 
cambtetB,  ratteens,  frizes,  dntggets,  and  narrow  cloths,  the  last 
they  make  to  IOj.  and  12i.  a  yard;  if  they  might  export  to  St. 
they  are  very  clear  that  tbey  could  get  a  great  trade  for  the 
woollen  raanufacturera  of  Cooke;  the  wool  comes  from  Galway 
and  Roscommon,  combed  hero  by  combers,  who  earn  8*.  to  10*. 
a  week,  into  balls  of  2i  ounces,  which  is  spun  into  worsteds,  of 
twelve  skains  to  the  ball,  and  exported  to  Yarmouth  for  Nor- 
wich i  the  export  price,  ^30  a  pack,  to  £33,  never  before  BO 
high  ;  average  of  them  £26  to  £30.  Some  they  work  up  at 
home  into  serges,  stuffs,  and  camblets  ;  the  serges  at  I2d,  a  yard, 
34  inches  wide;  the  stuffs  sixteen  inches,  at  I8d.  the  camblela 
at  nine-pence  halfpenny  to  thirteen-pence  ;  the  spinners  at  nine- 
pcnco  a  ball,  one  in  a  week;  or  a  ball  and  half  twelve-pence  a 
week,  and  attend  the  family  besides ;  this  is  done  most  in 
Waterford  and  Kerry,  particularly  near  Killarny  ;  the  weaver* 
earn  U.  a  day  on  an  average.  Full  three-fourths  of  the  wool  is 
exported  in  yarn,  and  only  one-fourth  worth  worked  up.  Half 
the  wool  of  Ireland  is  combed  in  the  county  of  Corke. 
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A  very  great  manufacture  of  ratfeenB  at  Carrifk-on-Siire,  the 
bay  worsted  U  fiir  serges,  slialloons,  &c.  Woolleu  yam  for 
coarse  cloths,  which  latter  have  been  lost  for  some  years,  owing 
to  the  high  price  of  wool.  The  bay  export  has  declined  since 
1770,  which  declension  is  owing  to  the  high  price  of  woo!. 

No  wool  smuggled,  not  even  Trom  Kerry,  not  a  sloop's  cargo 
in  twenty  years,  the  price  too  high  ;  the  declensiou  has  beeu  con- 
siderable. For  every  86  packs  that  are  exported,  a  licence  from 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  which  £20  is  paid. 

From  the  Act  of  the  last  sessions  of  Great  Britain  for  export- 
ing  woollen  goods  for  the  troops  in  the  pay  of  Ireland,  Mr. 
Abraham  Lane,  of  Corke,  established  a  new  manufacture  of  army 
cloathing  for  that  purpose,  which  is  the  first  at  Corke,  and  pays 
£40  a  week  in  labour  only.  Upon  the  whole,  there  has  been  no 
increase  of  woollen  manufacture  within  20  years.  Is  clearly  of 
opinion  that  many  fabricka  might  be  worked  up  here  much 
cheaper  than  in  France,  of  cloths  that  the  Frcach  liave  beat  the 
English  out  of;  these  are,  particularly,  broad-cloths  of  one  yard 
and  half-yard  wide,  &om  3s.  to  6s.  6)1.  a  yard  for  the  Levant 
trade.  Frize  which  is  now  supplied  from  Carcassone  in  Lan- 
guedoc.  Frizes  of  24  to  27  inches,  at  iOd.  to  13d.  a  yard, 
Flamiels,  27  to  36,  from  7d.  to  lid.  Serges  of  27  to  36  iuohes, 
at  7d.  to  I2rf.  a  yard  ;  these  would  work  up  the  coarse  wool.  At 
3aiIjDBsloe  fair,  in  July,  £200,000  a  year  bought  in  wool.  There 
■Jb  a  manufactory  of  knit-stocking  by  the  common  women  about 
{Corke,  for  eight  or  ten  miles  around  ;  the  yam  from  I2d.  to  18d. 
Apair,  and  the  worsted,  from  16d.  to  20d.  and  earn  from  I2d.  to 
18^.  aweek.  Besides  their  own  consumption,  great  quantities 
are  sent  to  the  north  of  Ireland. 

All  the  weavers  in  the  country  are  confined  to  towns,  have  no 
land,  but  small  gardens.  Bondle  or  narrow  linen,  for  home  con- 
aimiption,  is  made  in  the  western  part  of  the  county.  Generally 
speaJciug,  the  circumstances  of  all  the  maoufacturlng  poor  are 
bet(«r  than  they  were  twenty  years  ago.  The  manufactures  have 
not  declined,  though  the  exportation  has,  owing  to  the  increased 
borne  consumption.  Bandon  was  once  the  seat  of  the  stulT, 
camblet,  and  shag  manufacture,  but  has  in  acren  years  declined 
above  three-fourths.  Have  changed  it  for  the  manufacture  of 
coarse  green  linens,  for  the  London  market,  from  Gd,  to  Sd.  a  yard, 
B7  inches  wide ;  but  the  number  of  mannfacturers  in  general 
much  lessened. 
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CHAPTER    XV. 

ArclidisBOan  Oliier  kt  Coolmi 
the  environs  of  Corke.— On  the  way  to  killarney.*— A  »lecj>  r 
Nedeen  or  Kenmare.  — Scenery  of  Muckross  and  KNluney.  —  E 
vopper- mines, — Tfan  islandg  id  [he  Luke. — 01«aA. 

SEPTEMBER  22d,  left  Corke,  and  proceeded  to  C( 
more',  the  seat  of  the  Re r.  Archdeacon  Oliver,  who  u 
the  capital  f&rmer  of  all  this  ueii;hbourhood.     Ho  pen 
could  be  more  desirous  of  procuring  me  the  information  I] 
wiflhed.  nor  any  more  able  to  give  it  me. 

Mr.  Oliver  began  the  culture  of  turaeps  four  yews  ago, 
Iband  them  so  profitable  tbat  he  has  everj  year  hada  field  of  them 
in  the  brood'cast  method,  and  well  hoed.  This  year  they  arc 
exceedingly  Cue,  clean,  and  well  hoed,  ho  tliat  tiiey  would  be  no 
dugrace  to  a  Norfolk  farmer.  This  ia  the  great  object  wanting 
in  Iriih  tillage ;  a  gentleman,  therefore,  who  makea  so 
aiderable  a  progress  in  it,  acts  in  a  manner  the  motl  dee 
praise  that  the  whole  circle  of  hia  husbandry  will  admit. 
Oliver  has  usually  drawn  his  crops  for  sheep  and  black  cattle 
for  the  former  he  bos  spread  them  tipou  graaa  fields  to  tbejc  very 
great  improvement ;  and  the  cattle  have  had  them  given  in  atalU. 
All  sorts  have  done  perfectly  well  on  them,  insomuch  that  be  is 
fully  convinced  of  their  great  importance  :  he  has  fo 
they  support  the  cattle  much  better  than  any  thing  else,  to  such- 
a  degree  of  snperioritj,  he  is  determined  never  to  be  without  a' 
crop.  He  has  always  dunged  for  them,  excci>t 
plonghcd  up  a  grass  lay,  and  then  he  bos  found  it  not  neceMuy. 

In  bringing  in  furzy  waste  land  he  has  improved  very 
aively-  One  instance  in  particular  I  shall  mention,  becai 
the  best  preparation  for  laying  laud  to  graus  that  1  have  m 
in  Ireland  ;  he  first  dug  it  and  put  in  potatoes, 
crop  middling  ;  and  after  that  cleared  it  of  stones,  which  were  Oli 
great  numbers,  and  sowed  turneps,  of  which  crop  the  following' 
are  the  particnlais. 

"In  November,  1771,  the  Rev.  Archdeacon  John  Oliver  (i 
his  residence  in  the  county  of  Corke)  began  to  cultivate  a  field' 
'  r  turneps  and  cabbages  ;  the  field  contained  about  40  English' 
'  Uoolmore,  noac  King,  co.  Curk. 
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was  90  full  of  rocb))  that  im\j  ftlraut  ten  or  eleven 
I  acrea  could  be  tilled,  the  remaiadcr  being  a  limc-atDiie 
lany ;  the  Burface  in  the  part  tilled,  in  general,  not  above  Tour 
iches  deep,  and  in  the  deepest  part  not  above  twelve  inches  over 
lime-BtoDe  quanj  ;  thia  (^ouDd  was  planted  with  potatoes 
tbe  spring  preceding,  without  anj  manure,  and  all  done  with  the 
■pade,  and  in  many  parts  there  wm  not  sufficient  covering  for 
them.  The  ploughing  for  tumeps  and  cabbages  was  finished  the 
Utter  end  of  December ;  it  remained  in  that  state  till  the  month 
of  March  following  (1772),  when  a  large  quantitj  of  stones  were 
■taken  out  with  crows  and  spades ;  it  was  then  ploughed  a  second 
itime  i  then  harrowed  with  verj  strong  harrows  made  on  purpose ; 
•bout  the  latter  end  of  Ma;  it  was  rolled  with  a  wooden  roller; 
<m  the  llth,  12th,  and  13tbof  June,  it  was  sowed  with  about  one 
paimd  and  a  quarter  of  seeds  to  the  English  acre.  Wlen  the 
tumepB  were  in  four  leaves  there  appeared  more  fern  and  pota- 
toes than  tumeps,  which  were  weeded  out  bj  hand,  at  a  great 
ezpence ;  and  in  aboot  three  weeks  after,  when  the  tumeps  began 
^Ifa  bottom,  the;  got  asccond  weeding  as  before,  alter  which  the; 
in  thinned  bj  hand ;  these  different  operations  were 
itinued  till  the  turneps  were  about  a  pound  weight,  and  then 
'.tbey  were  thinned  again,  and  weeded  as  olWn  as  there  was  occa- 
now  it  is  imagined  they  are  as  great  a  crop  as  any  in 
flte  kingdom,  some  tbuusands  weighing  fourteen  pounds  per 
tumep.  Part  of  the  eamc  Geld  U  sowed  in  drills,  thinned  and 
weeded  as  the  other,  but  they  are  not  equal  to  the  broad  cast, 
but  are  a  very  good  crop.  Another  port  of  the  same  6eld  is 
plant«d  with  20,300  cabbages  of  different  kinds,  namely,  the  flat 
Dutch,  borecole,  large  late  Dutch  cabbage,  tumop  cabbage,  and 
Scotch  cabbage,  at  three  feet  between  each  drill,  and  two 
n  the  rows,  which  ia  at  least  one  foot  too  near  in  the  drills, 
■ad  half  a  foot  in  the  rows,  as  they  uow  touch  one  another  this 
ISth  of  October.  All  the  said  cabbages  and  tiirneps  were  culti- 
vated with  the  plough,  and  the  cabbages  hoed  with  the  garden 
lioes,  and  manured  mostly  with  rotten  dung;  part  with  horae- 
dnng.  not  half  rotten,  from  the  stable  ;  part  with  cow -dung,  not 
rotten ;  part  with  aea-slob  and  lime  mixed  ;  all  which  manures 
answer  very  well.  One  small  part  of  the  field  where  the  cabbages 
were  planted,  was  broke  from  the  lay  lost  March,  got  six  plough- 
inga  and  five  barrowioga  ;  another  part  four  plougbings  and  three 
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The  quantity  of  groimd  under  tiimeps  ia   . 
Under  cnbbagea    , 


Tbe  tumep  ground  got  no  m 
biuned. 

The  foregoing  improvements  w 
diate  care  and  inatiagemeDt  of 


jiure  of  Sid;  kind,  i 
ire  conducted  under  tbe  it 
MAURICE  MURRAr." 


ARcr  tlieac  tumejia  lie  Boned  barley,  and  with  tbe  hmrlm 
grssB  set^g  ;  before  Ihia  improvement  the  land  was  worth  10>.  an 
lu-Te,  but  after  it  would  let  for  25j.,  the  grass  having  succeeded 
l>crfectljr.  Cabbages  Mr.  Oliver  bns  also  cultivated  these  fuur 
years,  aud  with  success,  but  does  not  lind,  upon  the  whole,  tbey 
hueeeed  so  well  na  tnrnepit,  eiceiit  Reynold'a  tumep-rootcd 
i;a1ibage,  which  is  of  very  great  use  late  In  the  spring,  xfler  other 
forts  are  gone.  Beans  Mr.  Oliver  has  also  tried  in  small  qtunti- 
tiea,  and  seen  to  do  pretty  well ;  I  saw  his  crop  this  year  drilled  ;■ 
nnd  well  managed,  and  a  good  produce,  enough  to  give  him  t' 
I'xpectation  of  their  being  an  advantageous  article.  Lucerne  I 
liai  also  tried,  but  found  the  trouble  of  keeping  it  clean  U 
to  answer  the  cidtivation.  Upon  manures  he  has  tried  an 
ment,  which  promises  to  be  of  considerable  consequence;  i 
some  land  he  took  in  from  a  creek  of  Corke  harbour,  under  tj 
vliib  or  »ea  ooze  he  dug  some  ver^  dnc  blue  niarle ;  this  he  t 
for  potatoes  against  dung  ;  the  crops  to  appearaiice  very  equi 
but  upon  measuring  a«p<u/eof  each,  tbe  part  marled  yielded  1411 
but  that  dunged  only  7|lb.,  but  the  dunging  was  not  a  conaida 
able  one.  Jt  is  au  object  of  prodigious  consequence  to  be  aN 
to  get  potatoes  at  all  witli  marie.  In  tbe  cultivation  of  this  n 
Mr.  Oliver  has  introduced  the  node  of  planting  them  ii 
two  feet  and  a  half  asunder,  with  the  plough,  and  found  that  ll 
Having  of  laboiu"  is  excccilingly  great,  but  that  the  difference  4 
irrop  ia  rather  in  favour  of  the  common  method  :  an  i 
vivlded  1,003  weights,  tlie  drilled  822,  but  saving  in  the  seed  « 
the  drilled  60  weights,  each  weight  21  lb. 

Mr.  Oliver  has  just  taken  a  farmof  400  acres  of  land,  waste  « 
exhausted  by  tbe  preceding  ICDunt  by  incessant  crops  of  comffl 
this  land  was  rented  at  If.  5d.  an  acre,  but  Mr.  Olive 
it  at  15».,  and  ia  nt  present  engaged  in  making  very  great  impm 
ments  on  it  i  draining  the   wet  pnrts.  grubbing  furze,  fallowin| 
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limino;,  inclosing,  and  building  offices,  doing  tlie  whole  in  Hie  most 
pcrfi-'ct  mnnticr.  am!  will  soon  make  tlic  farm  carry  on  appearance 
very  different  from  what  it  ever  did  before.  Ilia  fallowa  for 
wheat  bad  b^n  well  and  oflen  ploughed,  and  of  a  countenance 
very  different  from  any  lands  in  the  neigbbonrhood. 

A  year  after  the  date  of  thia  journey,  having  the  pleasure  of 
being  again  with  this  excellent  improver,  I  had  a  farther  oppor* 
tunity  of  becoming  better  acquainted  with  hia  management.  I 
had  also  gone  over  an  imprevemcnt  of  his  at  Duntreleague,  near 
Mitchelstown,  where  bo  advanced  300  acres  of  mountain  from 
£St>  or  £60  a  year  to  £300  a  year,  having  hired  it  on  a  lease  for 
ever ;  he  divided  the  whole  in  fields  of  a  proper  size  bj  well- 
made  ditches,  doubly  planted  with  quick  and  rows  of  trees ;  the 
lands  were  improved  with  lime,  laid  down  to  grass,  and  let  to 
tenants  who  pay  their  rents  well  ;  but  IMr.  Oliver  residing  at  a 
distance,  the  trees  were  very  much  damaged  and  hurt  by  the 
tenants'  cattle.  To  all  appearance  this  improvement  was  as 
completely  finished  as  any  in  Ireland,  and  the  great  profitarising 
from  the  undertaking  induced  the  archdeacon  to  attempt  his  new 
one  I  mentioned  above.  In  that  I  found  a  very  great  progress 
made :  besides  an  excellent  bam  of  etonc  and  slate,  there  was  a 
steward's  house,  stables,  &c.,  and  a  good  farm-yard,  walled  in ; 
and  it  was  with  particular  pleasure  I  saw  (it  was  in  winter)  a 
large  number  of  cows  and  joang  cattle  very  well  littered  in  it  with 
straw,andfecdingoii  turneps,a  thick  layer  of  sck-sand  having  been 
.spread  all  over  it.  The  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  farm 
went  on  apace,  especially  the  liming  ;  the  kiln  had  been  burning 
a  twelvemonth,  in  which  time  the  expence  had  been  as  follows  : 

364  barrels  of  cnlm,  at  4>. 73     □     0 

The  quarry  is  1^  mile  English  from  the  kiln ;  two  horses 

and  two  men  drawing  stone,  at  IBi.  a  week  ....       J6  llj    0 

Ihs  other SO  IG  0 

Brruking  and  burning,  )^f.  a  week 20  IB  0 

Gnnpowder,  1&  amomli 0  19  0 

34  wiggon-load  uf  coal  cinders,  bought  at  Corko,  at  Iflj.  .  12  0  0 
Uiie  horsG  and  man  (.iirrics  out  24  liurrola  u  day,  al  I>.  dl, 

212  day* JS      I  0 

Total   ....  £IBa     1      0 

The  quantity  of  lime  drawn  from  February  1777  to  February 
1778  was  5,824  barrels,  the  expence  therefore  just  BJ.  a  barrel. 
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nd  half  »  bax^f 
1  of  culm,  i^^l 
Im   is   6  biiab^^ 


One  Corkc  biLrrel  of  culm,  &t  4t.,  uaed  cverj  d*y,  and  half  »  b 
of  oshea  :  t!ic  kiln  draws  18  barrels  a  daj,  IG  for  1  of  culm,  ■ 
10  for  ]  including  cmdcrs.  This  barrel  of  culm  is  6  bus 
heaped,  Mr.  Olivor  had  an  old  memorandum,  th&t  the  price  of 
fuel  wftfl  tliree-pence  farthing  per  barrel  of  lime.  Twelve  tona 
of  lime-iitoDc  produces  SO  bari-els  of  roach  lime-  Nor  itoes  tlie 
ftrchdeacon  trust  t«  lime  alone ;  be  buys  great  quantities  of  dung 
aud  soap  oalics  in  Corke.  At  the  same  time  I  viewed  bis  tumep 
crops  on  hia  own  farm,  and  found  them  excellent,  and  many  oxen 
tied  in  stalls  fattening  on  them,  a  practice  he  finds  exceedinglj 
profitable;  when  other  grai^icrs  eell  their  bullocks  with  difScnltj, 
he  puts  his  to  tumeps,  and  doubles  and  trebles  iheir  value.  In 
1777  he  had  23  acres  of  tumeps.  Before  I  conclude  this  account 
of  his  spirited  exertioua,  I  must  add,  that  if  a  very  few  improven 
in  Ireland  have  gone  through  more  cxtcnsire  operatioiu,  I  ban 
not  found  one  more  attentive  or  more  practical,  and,  upon  t 
nhole,  scarcely  any  that  come  near  to  I  ~ 

Land  about  Conlraore  lets  from  B».  to  20i.    The  soil  lime-a 
Farms  rise  from  £50  to  £300.     The  courses  are, 

I.  Potatoes,  yield   SO   barrels.       2.    Wheat,    3    barrels: 
aometimes,  3.  Oats.     4.   Lay  out  for  grass. 

The  poor  people  have  most  of  them  land  with  I 
cabbina,  from  four  to  sis  acres,  which  they  sow  ■ 
potatoes  and  wheat.  Not  many  of  them  keep  cows,  btri 
few  sorry  sheep  for  milk ;  they  gonerally  have  milk,  eitl 
of  their  own.  or  bought,  in  summer,  and  in  winter  til 
have  herrings ;  but  Sve,  upon  the  whole,  worse  th&a  | 
many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  price  of  labc 
6d.  a  day  the  year  round ;  in  harvest  fid.  Bent  of  a 
cabbin  20«.  Many  dairies  here,  which  are  generally  set  at 
four  pound  a  cow,  some  four  guineas,  and  near  Corke,  five 
pounds. 

The  manures  are  lime,  at  U.  id.  a  barrel  roach  ; 
themselves,  8(1.  to  iOd.  lay  thirty  to  fifty  barrels. 
used,  sixty  to  eighty  bags,  each  fii-c  pecks,  b>  the  acre. 
dung  costs  6il.  to  1».  a  car  load  ;   it  is  all  bought  up  very  < 
fully;  £10  a  year  is  paid  for  the  cleaning  of  one  street; 
argues  a  very  spirited  husbandry. 


Bode  to  the  mouth  of  Corkc  harbour ;  the  grounds  a1 
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it  are  all  fine,  bold,  and  varied,  but  so  bare  o£  treea  that 
there  is  not  a  atnglo  view  but  what  pame  one  in  the  want 
of  wood.  Kents  of  the  tract  south  of  the  river  Caragoline, ' 
from  Ss.  ta  SOs, ;  average  10s.  Not  one  man  in  five  has  a 
cow,  but  generally  from  one  to  four  acres,  upon  which  they 
have  potatoes,  and  five  or  six  sheep,  which  they  milli,  and 
spin  their  wool.  Labour  ^d.  in  winter,  6d.  in  summer ; 
man;  of  them  for  three  months  in  the  year  live  on  potatoes 
and  wat«r,  the  rest  of  it  they  have  a  good  deal  of  fiah. 
But  it  ia  remarked,  at  Kinsale,  that  when  sprats  are  most 
plentiful,  diseases  are  most  common.  Eeut  for  a  mere 
cabbin,  lOe.  Much  jjaring  and  burning ;  paring  twenty- 
eight  men  a  day,  sow  wheat  on  it  and  then  potatoes ;  get 
great  crops.  The  soil  a  sharp  atoney  land ;  no  lime-stone 
south  of  the  above  river.  Manure  for  potatoes,  with  sea  ■ 
weed,  for  26».,  which  gives  good  crops,  but  lasts  only  one 
year.  Sea  sand  much  used  ;  no  sheila  in  it,  Farms  rise 
to  two  or  three  hundred  acrea,  but  are  hired  in  partnership, 

Before  I  quit  tbe  environs  of  Corke,  I  must  remark  that 
the  country  on  the  harbour  I  think  preferable,  in  many 
respects,  for  a  residence  to  anything  I  have  seen  in  Ire- 
land. Fir»t,  it  is  the  most  southerly  part  of  the  kingdom. 
Second,  there  are  very  great  beauties  of  prospect.  Third, 
by  much  the  most  animated,  busy  scene  of  shipping  in  all 
Ireland,  and  conaequently,  Fourth,  a  ready  price  for  every 
product.  Fifth,  great  plenty  of  excellent  fish  and  wild 
fowl.  Sistth,  the  neighbourhood  of  a  great  city  for  objects 
of  convenience. 

September  24th,  took  my  leave  of  Mr.  Oliver,  I  purposed 
going  from  hence  to  Bandon,  in  the  way  to  Carbury',  and 
BO  to  Killamey,  by  Bantry  and  Nedeen',  and  with  this 
view  had  got  lettera  of  recommendation  to  several  gentle- 
men in  that  country ;  but,  hearing  that  the  Priest's  Leap 
between  Bantry  and  Nedeen  was  utterly  impassable,  the 
road  not  being  fiuisbed,  which  is  making  by  subscription, 
I  changed  my  rout«,  and  took  the  Macroom  road.  Dined 
with  Colonel  Avres,  who  informed  me  that  the  agriculture 
of  that  neighbourhood  was  very  indifferent,  and   little 
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worth  noting,  except  the  use  of  lime  as  a  manure,  whioh 
is  practised  with  great  8ucc«hh,  From  his  bouse  I  took 
the  Nedeen  road. 

Passed  Broctlmm,  the  place  where  Comeluis  Towns, 
hend,  Esq.,  eight  years  ajijo  fixed  two  Sussex  farmers,  to 
improve  a  stoney  mountain.  I  saw  the  land,  and  some 
of  the  buildings,  and  having  heard  several  accounts  of  the 
transaction  from  friends  to  the  farmers,  which  at'couDta 
had  been  received  from  them  ;  I  wished  to  have  Mr. 
Townsbend's,  and  with  that  view  called  at  his  house,  bnt 
unfortimatcly  he  was  not  at  home ;  as  I  missed  him,  I 
shall  only  mention  the  affair  in  the  light  it  appeared  to  me 
from  the  particulars  I  received  from  different  hands. 

Mr.  Townahend  wishing  to  improve  his  estate,  a  con- 
siderable part  of  which  consisted  of  mountain,  but  but. 
prisingly  full  of  rocks  and  stones ;  be  engaged  two  Sussex 
fanners  (Messrs.  Crampe  and  Johnson)  to  come  over  to 
Ireland  bs  view  the  lands  in  question.  They  both  came 
over,  examined  the  land,  and  hired  a  tract  for  some  time 
at  no  rent,  or  a  very  small  one,  and  after  that  at  a  rent 
named  and  agreed  to.  The  men  returned,  settled  their 
affairs  in  England,  bought  very  fine  horses,  and  embarked 
all  their  stock,  implements,  &o.,  and  came  over,  under 
circumatanees  of  great  but  useless  eipence.  When  they 
got  to  the  land,  bouses  and  offices  were  built  for  them,  in 
a  most  complete  stile,  and  among  others,  a  bam  100  feet 
long,  and  37  broad  ;  an  exceedingly  ill-judged  expenoe, 
the  result  of  bringing  merely  English  (jierhaps  mistaken 
in  ideas)  into  the  climate  of  Ireland. 

These  buUdiugs  being  executed  at  the  landlord's  expence, 
but  the  tenants  drawing  the  materials,  they  began  the 
improvement ;  and  found  the  land  so  excessively  stoney 
that  the  expence  of  clearing  was  too  great  to  be  within  a 
possibility  of  answering.  One  field  of  eight  ai'rca  ooit 
,£100  in  clearing;  walls  were  built  ten  feet  thick  with 
stones  that  arose  in  clearing  the  land.  The  undertaldnfi 
went  on  for  four  years,  but  was  then  concluded  in  the  wmy 
one  might  have  expected.  The  men  were  ruined,  and  Hr. 
Townahend  suffered  considerably  by  the  expencea  of  the 
undertaking  rising  infinitely  beyond  what  be  had  iTer 
thought  they  could  amount  to. 
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Had  Mr.  Townahend  met  with  fanneTs  of  sufficient 
knowledge  in  their  profeHaioo,  they  would  not  probably 
have  fixed  on  this  spot  at  all.  Certainly,  when  they  found 
to  what  excess  it  abounded  with  atones,  they  would  have 

farauaded  him  either  to  give  them  other  land,  or  have 
ired  a  more  favourable  soil  of  some  other  landlord.  At 
all  events,  to  persist  in  improving  a  spot,  the  improvement 
of  which  could  never  be  repaid,  wheUier  it  was  upon  their 
own  or  their  landlord's  account,  was  equally  inexcusable 
in  point  o£  prudence,  and  the  sure  way  to  bring  discredit 
on  the  undertaking,  and  ridicule  on  what  falsely  acquired 
the  name  of  Engli»h  hiisbaTidry.  Planting  is  the  only 
proper  improvement  for  land  abounding  to  such  ercesj 
with  rocks. 

From  hence  I  reached  Sir  John  Goulthiirst's.  at  Knights- 
bridge, 'who  has  a  very  extensive  estate  here,  7,000  acres  of 
whidi  are  mountain  and  bog.  I  was  unfortunate  in  nol 
having  seen  Sir  John's  seat,  near  Cortce,  for  there  he  is  at 
work  uiKin  1,000  acres  of  mountain,  and  making  very  great 
improvements,  in  which,  among  other  circumstances,  he 
works  his  bullocks  by  the  horns. 

September  25th,  took  the  road  to  Nedeen,  through  the 
wildest  region  of  mountains  that  I  remember  to  have  seen ; 
it  is  a  dreary,  but  an  interesting  road.  The  various 
horrid,  grotesque,  and  unusual  forms  in  which  the  moun- 
tains rise,  and  the  rocks  bulge ;  the  immense  height  of 
Borne  distant  heads,  which  rear  above  all  the  nearer  scenes, 
the  torrents  roaring  in  the  vales,  and  breaking  down  the 
mountain  sides,  with  here  and  there  a  wretched  cabbin, 
and  &  spot  of  culture  yielding  surprize  to  find  human 
beings  the  inhabitants  of  such  a  scene  of  wildness,  alto- 
gether keep  the  traveller's  mind  in  an  agitation  and 
auspence.  These  rocks  and  mountains  are  many  of  them 
no  otherwise  improvable  than  by  planting,  for  which,  how- 
ever, they  are  exceedingly  well  adapted. 

Sir  John  was  so  obliging  as  to  send  half  a  dozen 
labourers  with  me,  to  help  my  chaise  up  a  mountain  side, 
of  which  he  gave  a  formidable  account ;  in  truth  it  deserved 
it.  The  roaj  leads  directly  i^jainst  a  mountain  ridge,  and 
those  who  made  it  were  so  incredibly  8tui>id  that  they 
kept  the  strait  line  up  the  hill,  instead  of  turning  aside  to 
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the  right,  to  wind  around  a  projet^ioii  of  it.  The  p&th  a 
the  road  is  worn  bv  torrents  into  a  chanael,  which  i 
blocked  up  in  places  b;  huge  fragments,  so  that  it  would 
be  a  horrid  road  on  a  level ;  but  oa  a  hill  so  9t«ep  I 
the  beat  path  would  be  difficult  to  ascend,  it  ma.y  be  sap* 
posed  terrible ;  the  labourers,  two  poaain^  atraogcra,  and 
my  servant,  could  with  difficulty  get  the  chaise  up.  It 
much  to  be  regretted  that  the  direction  of  the  road  is  u 
changed,  aa  all  the  reat  from  Gorke  to  Nedeen  is  f^ 
enough.  For  a  few  miles  towards  the  latter  pla<!e  that 
country  ia  flat  on  the  river  Kenmare ;  much  of  it  good,  tuid. 
under  grass  or  com.  Passed  Mr.  Orpine'a  at  ArdtiUy,"" 
and  another  of  the  same  name  at  Killowen. 

Nedeen  is  a  little  town,  very  well  situated,  on  tho  nobis 
river  Kenmare,  where  ships  of  150  tons  may  come  up. 
There  ore  but  three  or  four  good  houses.  Lord  Shelbuniey, 
to  whom  the  place  belongs,  has  built  one  for  his  agi 
There  is  a  vale  of  good  land,  which  is  here  from  a  i 
and  a  half  to  a  mile  broad ;  and  tj>  the  north  and  soutli, 
great  ridges  of  mountajns  said  to  be  full  of  mines. 

At  !Nedeeu,  Lord  Shelbume  had  taken  care  to  have  t 
well  informed  by  his  people  in  that  country,  which  belong* 
for  the  greatest  part  to  himself.  He  has  alwve  150,000 
Irish  acres  iu  Kerry ;  the  greatest  i>art  of  the  barony  o~ 
G-lanrougbt  belongs  to  him,  moat  of  Dunkerron  am 
Ivra^h. 

The  country  U  all  a  region  of  mountains  inclosed  by  a  vale  a 
flat  land  on  the  river ;  the  mountains  to  the  south  Cflme  to  Ui 
water's  edge,  with  but  few  variatioDs,  the  principal  of  which  li 
Ardce,  a  rami  of  Lonl  Shelburne's ;   [o  the  north  uf  the  river,  thfl 
flat  land  a   nne-half  to  three-quarlers  of  a  mile  broad.      The 
mountains  to  the  Biuitli  reach  to  Bear-Uaven.'  and  those  to  lli^ 
north  to  Dingle-baj  ;  tie  soil  is  extremely  various  ;  to   " 
of  the  river  all  are  nand  stones,  and  the  hills  loam,  stoae,  gravel,' 
and  bog.      To  the  north  there  ia  a  sUp  of  lime-stone  land,  f 
Kilgarvsu  to  Cabbina-cuBh,  that  is  six  miles  cost  of  Nedeen, 
three  to  the  West,  but  is  not  more  tliaii  a  qaartcr  of  a  mih 
broad,  the  rest,  including  the  mountains,  all  sand  stone.     As  to  it| 
rents,  it  is  very  difficult  to  Icll  what  tliey  are  ;   for  loud  is  let  bj 


'  Ardtully  llouso,  c 


''  B..aHia' 


n  Bantrj-  Bay. 


I 


I 


1776.]  KEDBEN. 


tbe  plough- land  and  ginere,  12  ginevea  to  the  ploiigb-loncl ;  but 

the  latter  denominBtiun  is  not  of  an;  particular  quantitj  :  for  no 
S  plougb-limda  are  llie  Bamc.  1'lie  tize  of  fanoE  is  various,  from 
40  acres  t»  1.000,  less  qiiautitica  go  with  cabbms,  and  some  ftrms 
.ftre  taken  by  labourers  in  partncrsbip.  Their  tillage  conniflta  of 
|>oUtoea  measured  bv  the  peck  of  84  lb.,  mauure  fur  them  with 
«ea  weed,  three  boat  loads  to  an  acre,  each  at  16(.  3d.,  the  poor 
people  nse  nothing  else;  but  those  who  can  afford  it,  lay  dung 
*ith  it.  These  potatoes  aru  the  first  crop.  Thirty  pecks  plant 
kn  acre,  and  it  takes  from  twenty  to  thirty  men  to  set  an  acrre  in 

1  Potalflen.  2.  Potatoes.  3.  Oals,  or  barley,  good  crops. 
4.  Lay  it  out  for  what  comes,  mid  in  tlie  first  xeasun  the  finest 
grasses  apjicar. 

Some  wheat  is  sown,  but  not  generally  by  tbe  poor  people, 
Oats  are  the  coinmiin  crop.  Thia  is  the  short  history  of  their 
mrable  managcniciit.  There  are  some  dairies ;  from  12  to  24 
cows  in  each,  and  are  set  al  50t.  or  one  cwt.  of  butter  and  12i. 
horn  money,  the  dairyman's  privilege  is  two  collopB  Ui  20  cows ; 
%  cabbin,  and  three  acres  of  land.  The  butler  is  all  carried  to 
Corke  on  horses'  backs.  Three  years  ^o  40*.  a  cow  wba  the 
highest.  The  common  stock  of  tlie  mountains  are  young  cattle, 
bred  by  the  poor  jjeoplo  ;  but  tlie  large  farmers  go  generally  to 
Limerick  for  yearlings,  turn  tbem  on  the  mountains,  where  they 
are  kept  till  three  years  old,  when  they  sell  them  at  Nedeen  or 
Killamey,  engaging  them  to  be  with  calf.  Buy  at  40i.  this  year, 
but  UMd  to  be  from  20*.  to  30j.,  formeriy  sold  at  fiO*.  now  at  £3. 
The  poor  people's  heifers  sell  at  three  years  old,  at  30i.,  their  breed 
is  the  little  mountain,  or  Kerry  cow,  which  upon  good  land  gives 
a  great  deal  of  milk.  I  hare  remarked,  as  1  travelled  through 
the  country,  much  of  the  Aldcrney  breed  in  some  of  them.  The 
winter  food,  which  the  farmers  provide,  is  to  keep  bottom  lands 
through  the  summer,  which  they  call  a  nursery,  to  which  they 
bring  their  cattle  down  from  the  mountains  when  the  weather 
becomes  severe.  There  are  great  numbers  of  swine,  and  many 
reared  on  the  mountains  by  the  tormentile  root,  which  abonnda 
there,  and  from  which  they  will  come  down  good  pork.  There 
■re  few  sheep  kept,  not  sulScient  to  cloalh  the  poor  people,  who, 
however,  work  up  what  there  is  into  frize.  Lambs  sell  from 
a*.  2d.  to  3i.  at  four  months  old.  Three  year  old  wethers,  fat, 
finm  St.  to  8*.,  weight  about  9  lb.  a,  quarter,  and  are  admirable 
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.  mntton.  A  eve't  fleece,  one  poucd  and  a.  hair  to  two  pound  and 
a  hair,  A  Iamb's,  one  pound.  A  tlirec  jear  old  wether,  two 
pound  and  a  half.  They  have  some  eows,  whioh  are  fattened  in 
the  valeB  ;  and  also  some  on  the  mountains,  weighing  3  cwt.  and 
two  and  a  quarter.  Manj  goata  arc  kept  on  the  mountainB, 
etpecially  hy  the  poor  people,  to  whom  thej  are  a  verj  great 
RUpport ;  for  upon  the  mountattis  the  milk  of  a  goat  i*  equal  to 
that  of  aeow  ;   and  some  of  the  kids  are  killed  for  meat. 

Upon  asking  whether  they  pluiipheil  with  horses  or  oxen,  I  waa 
t«ld  there  was  not  a  plough  in  tlie  whole  parish  of  TooaviitK.' 
which  is  12  miles  lung  by  7  broad.  AH  the  tillage  is  by  the  Iri«l> 
loy ;  ten  men  dig  an  acre  a  day  that  has  been  stirred  before.  It 
will  take  forty  men  to  put  in  an  acre  of  potatoes  in  a  day.  Benta 
hara  fallen  greatly  iu  most  parts  of  Kerry.  Tythes  in  1770  and 
in  1771  were  taken  in  kind,  owing  to  their  having  beeu  pushed  up 
to  too  great  a  height ;  since  1771  they  hare  been  lowered  ;  the 
proctor  every  year  valnes  the  tythe  of  the  whole  farm.  Leaj 
are,  some  for  ever,  others  31  years,  and  some  21.  The  rent  of  a 
cabhin.  without  land,  6i.,  with  an  acre  of  land,  £1  It.  9d.  The 
grasa  for  a  cow  is  40f.,  on  the  mountains  from  U.  6d.  to2t.  6d.  it 
quarter.  They  have  generally  about  live  aerea.  They  all  keep 
a  cow  or  two.  All  on  the  mountains  have  goats.  Swine  also  ar« 
universal  among  them.  The  labour  of  the  farms  are  generally 
carried  on  by  cottars,  to  whom  the  farmer  assigns  a  cabbin,  and  a 
garden,  and  the  running  of  two  coliops  ou  the  mountain,  for  which 
be  pays  a  rent ;  he  is  bound  to  work  with  bis  master  for  3il  k 
day  and  two  meals.  Their  food  in  summer  potatoes  and  milk ; 
but  ill  spring  they  have  only  potatoes  and  water.  Sometime*  th^ 
have  herrings  and  sprats.  They  never  eat  salmon.  The  religioti 
is  in  general  Roman  Catholic. 

Lime  1«.  a  barrel,  but  may  be  burnt  for  Sd.  Fuel,  all  tnrf, 
ISd,  a  slane,  each  stane  four  feet  long,  by  two  feet  broad.  Prica 
of  hnilding  a  cabbin,  with  stone  and  slate  in  lime  mortar,  £S0. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  fishery  upon  the  coast  of  Kerry, 
particularly  in  the  Kenmare,  at  Ballenskillings,'  in  Iveragh,  in 
the  river  Valentia,  in  Bear  Haven,  in  Castlemain  bay,'  in  £>in{^ 
bay,  &c.  Laat  year,  that  in  the  Kenmare  river  was  the  UKUt 
considerable  :  it  employed  twelve  boats.  This  year  nunc  at  all; 
the  chief  in  Bullenskerringa  and  river  Vnlentio.    None  in  Kenmar* 
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I  lor  sererol  jeara  before  :  but  great  abundance  of  Bprata  for  three 
rs.     Salmon  is  conetaot ;  tboj  export  about  five  tons,  sBltcd. 

[  The  herrings  chiefly  for  home    oonBuoiptiou,  malted  and  fresh. 

[  The  herring  boats  are  of  two  tons,  U  foot  keel,  cost  building 
£3  St.,  five  men  go  in  each  :  they  arc  built  here  of  bog  deal,  A 
Mring  of  three  nets  cost.s  £3,  the  poor  go  shares  in  the  fishery  ( 
build  or  hire  the  boat,  and  join  for  the  nets,  ivhich  are  made  nf 
hemp,  bought  at  Corke,  and  spun  anil  made  here  :  thej  tan  them 
with  bark.  There  ore  many  more  men  vonld  go  out  if  they  had 
boats,  but  it  is  a  very  uncertain  fishery.  Many  persons  have  put 
themselves  to  coiiaiderable  expence  about  it,  but  without  sueceaa, 
except  thirty-three  yeani  ago,  when  the  pilchards  came  in,  and 
have  never  been  here  since. 

Killarney  is  the  priiicii>al  market  for  wheat,  which  is 
twelve  miles  distiuit.  A  sloop  constiuitly  employed  upoo 
the  river  Kemn&re,  in  bringiog  salt,  und  curryiDg  lime- 
stone, or  whatever  waa  wanted,  would  be  a  great  iraj)rove- 
ment. 

Lord  Shelburue  has  a  plan  for  improving  Nedeen,  to 
which  he  baa  given  the  name  of  Kenmare,  from  hie  friend 
the  nobleman,  with  that  title,  which,  when  executed,  must 
be  of  considerable  importance.  It  is  to  build  ten  i^bbins, 
and  annex  ten  acres  to  each  cabbin,  rent  free  for  twenty- 
one  years ;  also  to  form  tweuty-acred  allotments  for  the 
parks  to  the  town  of  Nedeen,  with  design  to  encourage 
settlements  in  it,  for  which  330  acres  are  kept  in  hand. 
The  situation  is  advantageous,  and  ships  of  100  tons  can 
come  up  to  it,  with  a  Tery  good  landing-place.  He  has 
also  fixed  some  English  farmers. 

Belative  to  the  improvement  of  the  wild  regions  within 
sight  of  the  house  I  was  in,  I  asked,  Slippage  Jive  acres  of 
those  mountains  to  be  cleared  of  stones,  a  stone  cabbin  built, 
at  £7  expence,  and  a  vail  raised  round  the  whole,  and  to  be 
M  at  a  reasonable  rent,  would  a  tenant  be  found?  "  That 
moment."  Suppose  aix  of  them,  or  twelve  ?  "  You  wovld 
Aavti  tenamisfor  all,  if  there  were  an  hundred." 

In  the  pariah  of  TooaTiater.  they  have  a  way  of  taking 
land  by  the  ounce,  in  tho  arable  part,  which  joins  the  sea. 
An  ounce  ia  tho  sixteenth  of  a  gineve,  and  is  sufficient  for 
I  a  potatoe  garden,  and  they  pay  a  guinea  for  it. 
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The  climate   ic  these  parts  of  Kerry  i 
potatoes  are  left  by  the  poor  people  in  the  ground  tlw^ 
whole  winter  through ;  but  last  winter  almost  mined  them, 
their  crop  being  destroyed. 

September  2tith,  left  Nedeen,  ajid  rising  the  mountainous 
region,  towards  Killamey,  came  taa  tract  of  mountain-L 
one  of  the  most  iniproveable  I  have  any  where  b 
hangs  to  the  south,  and  might  be  drained  with  the  utc 
ease.     It  yields  a  coarse  grass,  and  has  nothing  in  it  t 
Btop  a  plough.    Lord  Shelbume's  agent,  Mr.  Wray,  told"* 
me,  that  there  are  vast  tracts  of  such  in  the  barony  of 
Iveragh,     There  ie  conainon  gravel  on  the  spot,  and  lims' 
atone  in  plenty,  within  half  a  mile  of  Nedeen. 

Soon  entered  the  wildest  and  most  romantic  country  I 
had  any  where  seen ;  a  region  of  steep  rocks  and  moi 
tains,  which  continued  for  nine  or  ten  miles,  till  I  cams 
view  of  Mucross.'  There  is  something  magnificently  ifUflf 
in  this  stupendous  scenery,  formed  to  impress  the  mind 
with  a  certain  species  of  terror.  All  this  tract  bae  a  rude 
and  savage  air,  but  parts  of  it  are  strikingly  interesting ; 
the  mountains  are  bare  and  rocky,  and  of  a  great  magni- 
tude ;  the  Tales  are  rocky  glens,  where  a  mountain -stream 
tumbles  along  the  roughest  bed  iraoginablc,  and  receiTes 
many  torrents,  pouring  from  clefts,  half  overhung  with 
shrubby  wood ;  some  of  these  streams  are  seen,  and  the 
roar  of  others  heard,  but  bid  by  vast  maaaes  of  rock. 
Immense  fragments,  torn  from  the  precipices  by  storms 
and  torrents,  are  tumbled  about  in  the  wildest  confusion, 
and  seem  to  hang  rather  than  rest  upon  projecting  preci- 
pices. Upon  some  of  these  fragments  of  rock,  perfectly 
detathed  from  the  soil,  except  by  the  side  on  which  they 
lie,  are  beds  of  black  turf,  with  luiuriant  crops  of  heftt^tl 
&c.,  which  appeared  very  curious  to  me,  having  no  whi  '" 
seen  the  tike ;  and  I  observed  very  high  in  the  mounts '__ 

much  higher  than  any  cultivation  is  at  present,  on  the  rid 

hand,  flat  and  cleared  spaces  of  good  gmes  among  tbft 
ridges  of  rock,  which  had  probably  been  cultivated,  and 
proved  that  these  mountains  were  not  incapable  from 
climate  of  being  appUed  to  useful  purposes. 

'  Mutkr-jsa  AIjIkt,  .-o.  Ktrrj. 


From  one  of  tbcse  heights,  I  looked  forward  to  the  lake 
of  Killamey  at  a  eunxiderable  distance,  and  backward  to 
the  river  Kenmare ;  came  in  view  of  a  Bmall  jiart  of  the 
upper  lake,  spotted  with  several  islands,  and  surrounded  hy 
the  most  tremendous  mouufaina  that  con  be  imagined,  of  aji 
aspect  savage  aat[  dreadful.  Prom  this  scene  of  wild 
magnificence,  I  broke  at  once  upon  all  the  glories  of  Kil- 
lamej  ;  from  an  elevated  point  of  view  I  looked  down  on  a 
considerable  part  of  the  lake,  which  gave  me  a  specimen  of 
what  I  might  expect.  The  water  you  command  (which, 
however,  is  only  a  part  of  the  lake)  appears  a  ba^on  of  two 
or  three  miles  round ;  to  the  left  it  is  inclosed  by  the 
mouutaina  you  have  passed,  particularly  by  the  Turk,  whose 
outline  is  uncommonly  noble,  and  joins  a  range  of  others, 
that  form  the  most  magniiicent  shore  in  the  world  :  on  the 
other  side  is  a  rising  scenery  of  cultivated  hills,  and  Lord 
Kenmare'a  park  and  woods ;  the  end  of  the  lake  at  your 
feet  is  formed  by  the  root  of  Mangcrton,'  on  whose  side 
the  road  leads.  From  heuce  I  looked  down  on  a  pretty 
range  of  incloaures  on  the  lake,  and  the  woods  and  lawoa 
of  Mucross,  forming  a  large  promontory  of  thick  wood, 
shooting  far  into  the  lake.  The  most  active  fancy  can 
sketch  nothing  in  addition.  Islanda  of  wood  beyond  seem 
to  join  it,  and  reaches  of  the  lake,  breaking  partly  between, 
give  the  most  lively  intermixture  of  water :  six  or  seven 
isles  and  islets  form  an  accompany ment,  some  are  rocky,  but 
with  a  slight  vegetation,  others  contain  groups  of  trees,  and 
the  whole  thrown  into  forms,  which  would  furnish  new 
ideas  to  a  painter.  Farther  is  a  chain  of  wooded  islands, 
which  also  appear  to  join  the  main  land,  with  an  offspring 
of  lesser  ones  scattered  around. 

Arrived  at  Mr.  Herbert's  at  Mucross,  to  whose  friendly 
attention  I  owed  my  succeeding  pleasure.  There  have  been 
BO  many  descriptions  of  Killaruoy  written  by  gentlemen 
who  have  resided  some  time  there,  and  seen  it  at  every 
season,  that  for  a  passing  traveller  to  attempt  the  like, 
would  be  in  vain ;  for  tliis  reason  I  shall  give  the  mere 
journal  of  the  remarks  I  made  on  the  spot,  in  the  order  I 
viewed  the  lake. 

'  MangerloD  mountmin,  !,7S4  feet  high. 
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September  27th,  walked  into  Mr.  Herbert's  beautiful 
groimde,  to  Oroch's  hill,  in  the  lawn  that  he  has  cleared 
from  that  profuaion  of  stones  which  lie  under  the  wall ; 
the  scene  which  this  point  commanda  is  truly  delicious; 
the  house  is  on  the  edge  of  the  lawn,  hj  a.  wood  which 
covers  the  whole  peninsula,  fringes  th^clope  at  your  feet, 
and  forms  a  beautiful  shore  to  the  lake.  Tomie  and  Gleni 
are  vast  mountainous  masses  of  incredible  magnificence, 
the  outline  soft  and  eusy  in  its  swells,  whereas  those  above 
the  Eagle's  Nest  are  of  so  broken  and  abrupt  an  outline, 
that  nothing  can  be  imagined  more  savage,  an  aspect  horrid 
and  sublime,  that  gives  all  the  impressions  to  be  wished  to 
astonish,  rather  than  please  the  mind.  The  Turk  exhibits 
noble  features,  and  Mangerton's  huge  body  rises  above  the 
whole.  The  cultivated  tracts  towards  Killamey,  form  a 
shore  in  contrast  to  the  terrific  scenes  I  have  just  men- 
tioned ;  the  distant  boundary  of  the  lake,  a  vast  ridge  of 
distant  blue  mountains  towards  Dingle.  From  hence 
entered  the  garden,  and  viewed  Mucross  abbey,  one  of  the 
most  interesting  scenes  I  ever  saw  ;  it  is  the  ruin  of  a  con- 
siderable abbey,  built  in  Henry  the  Vlth's  time,  and  so 
entire,  that  if  it  were  more  so.  tho'  the  bttildi/ig  would  be 
more  perfect,  the  ruin  would  be  less  pleasing ;  it  ia  half 
obscured  in  the  shade  of  some  venerable  ash  tree^  ;  ivy  haa 
given  the  picturesque  circumstance,  which  that  plant  alone 
can  oo&fer,  while  the  broken  walls  and  ruined  turrets  throw 
over  it 

The  lut  moumrul  graces  ufdn^y, 

heaps  of  sculls  and  bones  scattered  about,  with  nettles, 
briars  and  weeds  sprouting  in  tufts  from  the  loose  stones, 
all  unit«  to  raise  those  melancholy  impressions,  which  are 
the  merit  of  such  scenes,  and  which  can  scarcely  any  where 
be  felt  more  completely,  The  cloisters  form  a  dismal  area, 
in  the  center  of  which  grows  the  most  prodigious  yew  tree 
I  ever  beheld,  in  one  great  stem,  two  feet  diameter,  and 
fourtoen  feet  high,  from  whence  a  vast  head  of  branches 
spreads  on  every  side,  so  as  to  form  a  perfect  canopy  to 
the  whole  space ;  I  look  for  its  fit  inhabitant — it  is  a  spot 
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This  ruin  is  in  the  true  stile  in  which  all  Buch  buildings 

should  appear ;  there  is  not  an  intruding  (jircumBtanc* — 
the  hand  of  dress  has  not  touched  it  ^melancholy  is  the 
impression  which  such  scenes  should  kindle,  and  it  is  here 
raised  most  powerfully. 

Prom  the  abbey  we  passed  to  the  terraBS,  a  natural  one 
of  grass,  on  the  very  shore  of  the  lake  ;  it  is  irregular  and 
winding ;  a  wall  of  rocks  broken  into  fantastic  forms  by 
the  waves :  on  the  other  side,  a  wood,  consisting  of  all 
sorts  of  plants,  which  the  climate  can  protect,  and  through 
which  a  variety  of  walks  are  traced.  The  view  from  this 
terraBS  eonsista  of  many  parts  of  varioua  characters,  but  in 
their  different  stiles  complete  ;  the  lake  opens  a  spreading 
sheet  of  water,  spotted  by  rocks  and  islands,  all  but  one  or 
two  wooded,  the  outlines  of  them  are  sharp  and  distinct ; 
nothing  can  be  more  Bmiling  than  this  scene,  soft  and  mild, 
a  perfect  contrast  of  beauty  to  the  sublimity  of  the  moun- 
tains which  form  the  shore :  these  rise  in  an  outhne,  bo 
varied,  and  at  the  same  time  so  magnificent,  that  nothing 
greater  can  be  imagined ;  Tomys  and  G-lenlt  exhibit  aji 
immensity  in  jmint  of  magnitude,  but  from  a  large  hanging 
wood  on  the  slope,  and  from  the  smoothness  of  the  genend 
surface,  it  has  nothing  savage,  whereas  the  mountains  above 
and  near  the  Eagle's  Nest  are  of  the  most  broken  outlines ; 
the  declivities  are  bulging  rocks,  of  immense  size,  which 
seem  to  impend  in  horrid  forma  over  the  lake,  and  where 
an  o])ening  among  them  is  caught,  others  of  the  same  rude 
character  rear  their  threatening  heads.  From  different 
parts  of  the  terrass  these  scenes  are  viewed  in  numtierless 
varieties. 

Returned  to  breakfast,  and  pursued  Mr.  Herbert's  new 
road,  which  he  has  traced  through  the  peninsula  to  Dynis 
island,  three  miles  in  length  ;  and  it  is  carried  in  so  judicious 
a  manner  through  a  great  variety  of  ground,  rocky  woods, 
lawns,  Ac,  that  nothing  can  be  more  pleasing;  it  passes 
through  a  remarkable  scene  of  rocks,  which  are  covered 
with  woods ;  from  thence  to  the  marble  quarry,  which  Mr. 
Herbert  is  working ;  and  where  he  gains  variety  of  marbles, 
green,  red,  white,  and  brown,  prettily  veined ;  the  quarry  is 
ft  shore  of  rocks,  which  surround  a  bay  of  the  lake,  and 
I'  forms  a  scene,  consisting  of  but  few  parts,  but  those  strongly 
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marked  ;  the  rocks  are  bold,  iuii)  broken  into  slight  caverns 
thej^  are  fringed  with  scattered  trees,  and  from  many  pai 
u£  them  wood  shoots  in  that  romantic  manner,  so  commi 
at  Killamey.  Full  in  front  Turk  mountain  rises  with  the] 
proudest  outline,  in  that  abrupt  magnificence  whicli  fills  uj 
the  whole  space  before  one,  and  closes  the  scene. 

The  road  leads  by  a  place  where  copper-mines  wera< 
worked  ;  many  ahaft^  appear  ;  as  much  ore  was  raised  am.- 
Bold  for  twenty'five  thousand  pounds,  but  the  works  were- 
laid  aside,  more  from  ignorance  in  the  workmen,  than  uij, 
defects  in  the  mine. 

Came  to  on  opening:  on  the  Great  Lake,  wliich  appean< 
to  advantage  here,  the  town  of  Killamey  on  the  north- 
shore.  Look  full  on  the  mountain  Glena,  whiuh  rises 
very  bold  manner,  the  hanging  woods  spread  half  way,  and 
are  of  great  extent,  and  uncommonly  beautiful.  Two  very 
pleasing  scenes  succeed,  that  to  the  left  is  a  small  bay, 
hemmed  in  by  a  neck  of  land  in  front;  the  immediate. 
shore  rocks,  which  are  in  a~ picturesque  stile,  and  crowned 
entirely  with  arbutus,  and  other  wood ;  a  pretty  retired 
scene,  where  a  variety  of  objects  give  no  fatigue  to  the  eye. 
The  other  ia  an  admirable  miiture  of  the  beautiful  and 
sublime ;  a  bare  rock,  of  an  almost  regular  figure,  project! 
from  a  headland  into  the  lake,  which  with  much  wood  and 
high  land,  forms  one  side  of  the  scene,  the  other  is  wood 
from  a  rising  ground  only  ;  the  lake  open  between,  in 
sheet  of  no  great  extent,  but  in  front  is  the  hanging  wi 
of  Glen^,  which  appears  in  full  glory. 

Mr.  Herbert  has  built  a  handsome  gothic  bridge, 
unite  the  peninsula  to  the  island  of  Brickeen.  through  tbe 
arch  of  which  the  waters  of  the  north  and  south  lake  flow. 
It  ia  a  span  of  twenty-seven  feet,  and  seventeen  high,  and 
over  it  the  road  leads  to  that  island.  From  thence  to, 
Brickeen  nearly  finished,  and  it  is  to  be  thrown  across 
bottom  into  Dyniss. 

Returned  bj  the  northern  path  through  a  thick  wood  for, 
some  distance,  and  caught  a  very  agreeable 
Island,  seen  through  au  ot)ening,  inulosed  on  both  aidflfl 
with  wood.  Pursued  the  way  from  these  grounda  to 
Koelbeg,  and  viewed  the  way  of  the  Devil's  Island,  which 
is  a  beautiful  one,  inclosed  by  a  shore,  to  the  right  of  very 
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nottle  rocks,  in  led^ta  nud  other  forma,  crowned  in  a 
striking  manner  with  wood  ;  a  little  roefcy  islet  rises  in 
front;  to  the  left  the  water  opens,  and  Turk  mountain 
rieea  with  that  proud  Biijjeriorily  which  attends  him  in  all 
these  scenes. 

The  view  of  the  promoutor?  of  Dindog,  near  this  place, 
closes  this  pitrt  of  the  lake,  and  is  indeed  singukrly  betm- 
tiful.  It  is  a  lai^  rock,  which  shoots  far  into  the  water, 
of  a  height  siifficient  to  be  interesting,  in  full  relief,  fringed 
with  a  scanty  vegetation  ;  the  shore  on  which  you  stand 
bending  to  the  right,  as  if  to  meet  that  rock,  presents  a 
circular  shade  of  dark  wood  :  Turk  still  the  background, 
iu  a  character  of  great  sublimity,  and  Mangerton's  loftier 
summit,  but  less  interesting  outline,  a  part  of  the  scenery. 
These  views,  with  others  of  less  moment,  are  connected  by 
a  succession  of  lawns  breaking  among  the  wood,  pleasing 
the  eye  with  Uvely  verdure,  and  relieving  it  from  the 
fatigue  of  the  stupendous  mountain  scenes. 

September  28th,  took  boat  on  the  lake,  from  the  pro- 
montory of  Dindog  before  mentioned.  I  had  been  under 
a  miUion  of  apprehensions  that  I  should  see  no  more  of 
Killarney  ;  for  it  blew  a  furious  storm  all  night,  and  in  the 
morning  the  bosom  of  the  lake  heaved  with  agitation, 
exhibiting  few  marks  but  those  of  anger.  After  brcakfasi 
it  cleared  np,  the  clouds  dispersed  hj  degrees,  tho  wave 
subsided,  the  sun  shone  out  in  all  its  splendor ;  every  seen 
was  gay,  and  no  ideas  but  pleasure  possessed  the  breaal 
With  these  emotions  sallied  forth,  nor  did  they  disap- 
point us. 

Bowed  under  the  rocky  shore  of  Dindog,  which  ia 
romantic  to  a  great  degree.  The  base,  by  the  beating  of 
the  naves,  is  worn  into  caverns,  so  that  the  heads  of  the 
rocks  project  considerably  beyond  tho  base,  and  hang  over 
in  a  manner  which  makes  every  part  of  it  interesting. 
Following  tho  coast,  open  marble  quarry  bay,  the  shore 
great  fragments  of  rock  tumbled  about  in  the  wildest 
manner. 

The  island  of  rocka  againat  the  copper-mine  shore,  a 
remarkable  group.  The  shore  near  Casemilan  is  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature ;  it  is  wood  in  some  places,  in  unbroken 
mwBea  down  to  the  water's  edge,  in  others  divided  from  it 
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Ijy  amaller  tracts  o£  rock.  Come  to  a  beautiful  Und-  J 
locked  bay.  Burrounded  by  a  woody  shore,  which  opetiiiig  1 
in  places,  ehews  other  woods  more  retired.  Tornys  is  here  J 
viewed  in  a  unity  of  form,  which  gives  it  an  air  of  great  -l 
magnificence.  Turk  was  obscured  by  the  sun  sluning  J 
immediately  above  him,  and  casting  a  stream  of  burning  I 
light  on  the  water,  displayed  an  effect,  to  describe  whidi  I 
the  pencil  of  a  Claude  alone  would  be  equal.  Turn  out  of  !i 
the  bay,  and  gain  a  full  view  of  the  Eagle's  Nest,  iha  j 
mountains  above  it.  and  GlenA,  they  form  a  perfect  c 
traat,  the  first  arc  rugged,  but  Gleail  mild.  Here  the  shora  i 
is  a,  continued  wood. 

Pass  the  bridge,  and  cross  to  DynisB,  an  island  Mr. 
Herbert  has  improved  in  the  most  agreeable  manner,  by  J 
cutting  walks  through  it,  that  command  a  variety  of  views.  < 
One  of  these  paths  on  the  banks  of  the  channel  to  the  upper  J 
lake,  is  sketched  with  great  taste ;  it  is  on  one  side  waUed;  j 
with  natural  rocks,  from  the  clefts  of  which  shoot  ftJ 
thousand  fine  arbutus's,  that  hang  in  a  rich  foliafto  oCi 
flowers  and  scarlet  berries ;  a  turf  bench  in  a  dehcioua  spot  ^i 
the  scene  close  and  sequestered,  just  enough  to  give  every  J 
pleasing  idea  annexed  to  retiremeat.  i 

Passing  the  bridge,  by  a  rapid  stream,  came  presently  toJ 
Ihe  Eagle's  Nest:  having  viewed  this  rock  from  plaoea  I 
where  it  appears  only  a  part  of  an  object  much  greater! 
than  itself,  I  had  conceived  an  idea  that  it  did  not  deserrs.  J 
the  applause  given  it,  but  upon  coming  near,  I  was  much  a 
surprized  ;  the  approach  is  wonderfully  flue,  the  river  leads  m 
directly  to  its  foot,  and  does  not  give  the  turn  till  imme- J 
diately  under,  by  which  means  the  view  is  much  more  gnmd^ 
than  it  could  otherwise  be  ;  it  is  nearly  perpendicular,  andJ 
rises  in  such  full  majesty,  with  so  bold  an  outline,  and  sach'l 
jirojecting  masses  in  its  center,  that  the  magnifioence  t  " 
the  object  is  complete.  The  lower  part  is  covered  withl 
wood,  and  scattered  trees  climb  almost  to  the  top,  whicl 
(if  trees  can  be  amiss  in  Ireland)  rather  weaken  the  impre 
sion  raised  by  this  noble  rock  ;  this  part  is  a  hanging  wood  J 
or  an  object  whose  character  is  perfect  beauty ;  but  tho'l 
upper  scene,  the  broken  outline,  rugged  sides,  and  bulgingfl 
masses,  all  are  sublime,  and  so  powerful,  that  sublimity  ia^ 
the  general  impression  of  the  whole,  by  overpowering  tl 
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idea  of  beauty  raised  by  tlie  wood.  The  immense  height 
of  tlie  mountaina  of  KJilarney  may  be  efltimated  by  this 
rock,  from  any  distant  place  that  commands  it,  it  appeiirs 
the  lowest  crag  of  a  vast  chain,  and  of  no  account ;  but  on 
a  close  approach  it  is  found  to  command  a  very  different 
respect. 

Pass  between  the  mountaina  oaJIed  the  Great  Range, 
towards  the  upper  lake.  Here  Turk,  which  has  ao  lon^ 
appeared,  with  a  figure  perfectly  interesting,  is  become, 
from  a  different  position,  an  unmeaning  lump.  The  rest 
of  the  mountains,  as  you  pass,  assume  a  varied  appearance, 
and  are  of  a  prodigious  magnitude.  The  scenery  in  this 
channel  is  great  and  wild  in  all  its  features  ;  wood  is  very 
scarce;  vast  rocks  seem  tossed  in  confusion  through  the 
narrow  vaJe,  which  is  opened  among  the  mountains  for  tho 
river  to  pasa.  Its  banks  arc  rocks  in  an  hundred  forms ; 
the  mountain  sides  are  everywhere  scattered  with  them. 
There  is  not  a  circumstance  but  is  in  uniaon  with  the  wild 
grandeur  of  the  acene. 

Coleman's  Eye,  a  narrow  pass,  opens  a  different  acenery. 
Came  to  a  region  in  which  the  beautiful  and  the  great  are 
mixed  without  offence.  The  islands  are  moat  of  them 
thickly  wooded  ;  Oak  isle  in  particular  rises  on  a  pretty 
base,  and  is  a  most  beautiful  object ;  Mac  Gilly  Cuddy's 
Reeks,  with  their  broken  points ;  Baum,  with  his  perfect 
cone ;  the  Purple  mountain,  with  hia  broad  and  more 
re^lar  head ;  and  Turk,  having  assumed  a  new  and  more 
interesting  aspect,  unite  with  the  opposite  hills,  part  of 
which  have  some  wood  left  on  them,  to  form  a  scene  un- 
commonly striking.  Hero  you  look  back  on  a  very  peculiar 
spot ;  it  is  a  parcel  of  rocks  which  cross  the  lake,  and  form 
a  gap  that  opens  to  distant  water,  the  whole  backed  by 
Turk,  in  a  atile  of  the  highest  grandeur. 

Come  to  Deny  Currily,  which  ia  a  great  aweep  of  moun- 
tain, covered  partly  with  wood,  hanging  in  a  very  noble 
manner,  but  part  cut  down,  much  of  it  mangled,  and  the 
rest  inhabited  by  coopers,  boat-builders,  carpenters,  and 
turners,  a  sacriligious  tribe,  who  have  turned  the  Dryades 
from  their  ancient  habitations.  The  cascade  here  ia  a  fine 
one,  but  passed  quickly  from  hence  lo  scenes  ud  mixed  with 
pain. 
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Bow  to  the  cluster  of  tbe  Seven  iBlandg,  a  little  archie 
pelaKO ;  ttey  rise  very  boldlv  from  the  water  upon  rocky 
bosefl,  and  are  crowned  in  the  most  beautiful  mammr  with 
wood,  among  which  are  a  number  of  arbutus ;  the  chanDela 
among  them  opening  to  new  soenes,  and  the  great  amphi- 
theatre of  rock  and  mountain  that  surround  them,  unite  to 
form  a  noble  view. 

Into  the  river,  at  the  verj  end  of  the  lake,  which  winds 
towards  Mac  Qillj  Cuddy's  Beeks  in  fanciful  meanders. 

Betumed  by  a  course  tiomewhat  different,  through  tbe 
Seven  IslandB,  and  back  to  the  Eagle's  Neet,  viewing  the 
scenes  already  mentioned  in  new  positions.  At  that  noblA 
rock  fired  three  cannon  for  the  echo,  which  indeed  is  pTO> 
digious  J  the  report  does  not  consist  of  direct  reverberationa 
from  one  rock  to  another  witha  pause  between,  but  has  fin 
exact  resemblance  to  a  peal  of  thunder  rattling  behind  the 
rock,  as  if  travelling  the  whole  scenery  we  had  viewed  ani 
lost  Ln  the  immensity  of  Mac  Gilly  Cuddy's  Reeks. 

Beturniug  through  the  bridge,  turn  to  the  left  round 
DynisB  island,  under  the  woods  of  O-lenA ;  open  on  the 
cultivated  country  beyond  the  town  of  Killarney,  and  c< 
gradually  in  eight  of  Inn isf alien  and  Boss  Island. 

Pass  near  to  the  wood  of  Olena,  which  here  takes  th« 
appearance  of  one  immense  sweep  hanging  in  the  most- 
beautiful  manner  imaginable,  on  the  side  of  a  vast  moun- 
tain to  a  point,  shooting  into  the  great  lake.  A  more' 
glorious  scene  is  not  to  be  imagined.  It  is  one  deep  n 
of  wood,  composed  of  the  richest  shades  perfectly  dipping 
in  tbe  water,  without  rock  or  strand  appearing,  not  a  break 
in  the  whole.  The  eye  passing  upon  the  sheet  of  liqui  ~ 
silver  some  distance,  to  meet  so  intire  a  sweep  of  every  tint 
that  can  compose  one  vast  mass  of  green,  hanging  to  sudi 
an  extent  as  to  fill  not  only  the  eye,  but  the  imaginationl 
unites  in  the  whole  to  form  the  most  noble  scene  that  U 
anywhere  to  be  beheld. 

Turn  under  the  ^orth  shore  of  Mucrosa ;  the  lake  berg 
is  one  great  exjianse  of  water,  bounded  by  the  woodi 
deseriboti,  the  islands  of  Inuisfallen,  Ross,  Ac.  and  the 
peninsula.  The  shore  of  Mucross  has  a  great  var 
is  in  some  places  rocky,  huge  masses  tumbled  from  theil 
base  lie  beneath,  as  in  a  chaos  of  ruin.    Qrcat  caverns  wot 
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under  thom  in  a  variety  of  strange  forma :  or  else  oovered 
witli  woods  of  a  variety  of  shades.  Meet  the  point  of 
Ardnaglugyen,  (in  Englisli,  where  the  water  dashes  on  the 
rocks)  and  corae  under  Omescope,  a  rocky  headland  of  a 
most  bold  projection  hanging  many  yards  over  its  base, 
with  an  old  weather-heat«u  yew,  growing  from  a  little 
bracket  of  rock,  from  which  the  spot  is  c^ed  Omescope, 
ir  yew  broom. 

Mucross  gardens  presently  open  among  the  woods,  and 
relieve  the  eye,  almost  fatigued  with  the  immense  objects 
upon  which  it  has  so  long  ga^ed ;  these  softer  scenes  of 
lawn  gently  swelling  among  the  shrubs  and  trees,  finished 
the  second  day. 


I 


CHAPTEK  XVI. 

Further  bcaiiticH  of  the  Lake  of  Kill«niey. —The  Ul:^  of  ronisfiillen.— 
ToiDys.— Want  of  inns.  — Mr.  Herbert  aC  Mdctosb.  — The  jienplc's  love 

of  dancing. ^Palatines  at  ArbelJa PoTenj  in  county  Kerry.— Lord 

CrosbyBtArdferl.— The  mouth  of  the  Shannon. —Woodford. —TarbaL 
—Palatines  at  Adair.— Mr.  Qiiin's  pictures. —Cast)e  Olirer. 

SEPTEMBJER  29th,  rode,  after  breakfast,  to  Mangerton 
Cascade  and  Dnunarourk  Hill,  from  which  the  view  of 
Mucross  is  uncommonly  pleasing. 

Pass  the  other  hill,  the  view  of  which  I  described  the 
2?th,  and  went  to  Colonel^HusBy's  monument,  from  whence 
the  scene  is  different  from  the  rest ;  the  foreground  is  a 
gentle  hill,  intersected  hy  hedges,  forming  several  small 
lawns.  There  are  some  scattered  trees  and  houses,  with 
Mucross  Abbey,  half  obscured  by  wood,  the  whole  chearfiil, 
and  backed  by  Turk.  The  lake  is  of  a  triangular  form, 
Kosa  island  and  InnisfaUen  ita  limits,  the  woods  of  Mucross 
and  the  islands  take  a  new  position. 

Returning,  took  boat  again  towards  Boss  isle,  and  as 
Mucross  retires  from  us,  nothing  can  be  more  beautiful 
than  the  spots  o£  lavra  in  the  terrace  opening  in  the  wood ; 
above  it,  the  green  hills  with  clumps,  and  the  whole  finish- 
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ing  in  the  noble  group  of  wood  about  the  abbey,  which 
licre  appears  a  deep  slifule,  and  so  fine  a  finishing  one,  that 
not  a  tree  shuuld  be  touched,  liowed  to  the  east  point 
of  Robs,  which  ia  well  wooded,  turn  to  the  south  coast. 
Doubling  the  point,  the  moat  beautiful  shore  of  that  island 
appears ;  it  is  the  well  wooded  environs  of  a  bay,  except  a 
smal)  opening  to  the  castle;  the  woods  are  in  deep  shades, 
and  rise  on  the  regular  slopes  of  a  high  range  of  rocky 
coast.  The  part  in  front  of  Filekilly  point  rises  in  the 
middle,  and  sinks  towards  each  end.  The  woods  of  Tomys 
here  appear  uncommonly  fine.  Open  Innisfallen,  which  is 
composed  at  this  distance  of  the  most  rarious  shades, 
within  a  broken  outline,  entirely  different  from  the  other 
islands,  groups  of  different  masses  rising  in  irregvlar  tnfta, 
and  joined  by  lower  trees.  No  pencil  could  mix  a  happier 
assemblage.   Laud  near  a  miserable  room,  where  travellen 

dine Of  the  isle  of  Innisfalleu.  it  is  paying  no  great 

compliment  to  say,  it  ia  the  moat  beautiful  in  the  king's 
dominions,  and  perhaps  in  Kurope.  It  contains  twen^ 
acres  of  land,  and  haa  every  variety  that  the  range  of 
beauty,  unmixed  with  the  subhme.  can  give.  The  general 
feature  is  that  of  wood  ;  the  surface  undulates  into  swelling- 
hills,  and  sinks  into  Uttle  vales  ;  the  slopes  are  in  every 
direction,  the  declivities  die  gently  away,  forming  those 
slight  inequalitioa  which  are  the  greatest  beauty  of  dressed 
grounds.  The  little  valleys  let  in  views  of  the  surrounding 
take  between  the  hills,  while  the  swelU  break  the  regular 
outline  of  the  water,  and  give  to  the  whole  an  agreeable 
confusion.  The  wood  haa  all  the  variety  into  which  natura 
has  thrown  the  surface  ;  in  some  parts  it  is  so  thick  as  tO 
appear  impenetrable,  and  secludes  all  farther  view ;  id 
others,  it  breaks  into  tufts  of  tall  timber,  under  whitA 
cattle  feed.  Here  they  open,  as  if  to  offer  to  the  apectat(W 
the  view  of  the  naked  lawn  ;  in  others  close,  as  if  purposely 
to  forbid  a  more  prying  examination.  Trees  of  large  aixe^ 
and  commanding  figure,  form  in  some  places  natural 
arches;  the  ivy  mixing  with  the  branches,  and  ban  ~~ 
across  in  festoons  of  foliage,  while  on  one  side  the 
glitters  among  the  trees,  and  on  the  other  a  thick  glooB 
dwella  in  the  rec«ases  of  the  wood.  The  figure  of  "  ' 
island  renders  one  ^Mirt  a  beautiful  object  to  another  j 
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the  coast  being  broken  and  indented,  forms  bays  sur- 
rounded either  bj  rock  or  wood :  slight  promoatories  shoot 
into  the  lake,  whose  rocky  edges  are  crowned  with  wood. 
These  are  tlie  great  features  of  Innisfallen;  the  slighter 
touches  are  full  of  beauties  easily  imagined  by  the  reader. 
Every  circumstance  of  the  wood,  the  water,  the  rocks  and 
lawn,  are  characteristie.  and  liavo  a  beauty  in  the  assem- 
blage from  mere  disposition.  I  must,  however,  observe, 
that  this  delicious  retreat  is  not  kept  as  one  could  wish. 

Scenes,  that  are  great  and  commanding  from  magnitude 
or  wildnesH,  should  never  be  dressed  ;  the  rugged,  and  even 
the  horrible,  may  add  to  the  effect  upon  the  mind  :  but  in 
such  as  Innisfallen.  a  degree  of  dress,  that  is.  cleanliness, 
is  even  necessary  to  beauty.  I  have  spoken  of  lawn,  but  I 
should  observe,  that  expression  indicates  what  it  ought  to 
be,  rather  than  what  it  is.  It  is  very  rich  grass,  poached 
by  oien  and  cows,  tlie  only  inhabitants  of  the  island.  No 
spectator  of  taste  but  will  regret  the  open  grounds  not 
being  drained  with  hollow  cuts ;  the  ruggedaesa  of  the 
surface  levelled,  and  the  grass  kept  close  shaven  by  many 
sheep  instead  of  beasts.  The  bushes  and  briars  where 
they  have  encroached  on  what  ought  to  be  lawn,  cleared 
away  ;  some  parts  of  the  isle  more  opened  :  in  a  word,  no 
ornaments  given,  for  the  scene  wants  them  not,  but  obstruc- 
tions cleared,  ruggedness  smoothed,  and  the  whole  cleaned. 
This  is  what  ougiit  to  be  done ;  as  to  what  might  be  made 
of  the  island,  if  its  noble  proprietor  (Ijord  Kenmare)  had 
an  inclination  ;  it  admits  of  being  conveited  into  a  terrestial 
paradise.  lawning  with  the  intermixture  of  other  shrubs 
and  wood,  and  a  Utile  dress,  would  make  it  an  example  of 
what  ornamented  grounds  might  be.  but  which  not  one  in 
a  thousand  is.  Take  the  island,  however,  as  it  is,  with  its 
few  imperfections,  and  where  are  we  to  find  such  another? 
What  a  delicious  retreat !  An  emperor  could  not  bestow 
such  an  one  as  Innisfallen  ;  with  a  cottage,  a  few  cows,  and 
a  swarm  of  poultry,  ia  it  possible  that  happiness  should 
refuse  to  be  a  gueat  here  ? 

Eow  to  Ross  Castle,  in  order  to  coast  that  ialand ;  there 
is  nothing  peculiarly  striking  in  it;  return  the  same  way 
around  Innisfallen  ;  in  this  little  voyage  the  shore  of  Boss 
ia  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the  wooded  ones  in  the  lake ; 


380 


I  TotTR  rx  IREJ-AVD. 


[sEPTEHBBft, 


it  Heema  to  iinitc  with  Iiini  fallen,  and  projocta  into  Iht 
water  in  thick  woods  one  bevond  another.  In  th«  middle 
i>f  the  ehaniiel  a  large  rock,  and  frciu  the  other  shore  ft 
little  proniontorj  uf  a  few  scaltered  trifs  ;  the  whole 
pleasing. 

The  shore  of  Innisfftllen  has  mm.'h  variety,  but 
it  in  woody,  and  of  the  beautifnl  character  which  pr&> 
dominates  in  that  island ;  one  bay,  at  taking  leave  of  it,  n 
eicfiedingly  pretty,  it  is  a  semicircular  one,  and  in  tht 
center  there  is  a  projecting  knole  of  wood  within  a  bay 
this  is  uncommon,  and  has  an  agreeable  effect. 

The  near  approach  to  Tomys  exhibits  a  sweep  of  woodi 
80  great  in  extent,  and  so  rich  in  foUage,  that  no  jjersoo  oaa 
see  without  admiring  it.  The  moxintainous  part  above  ii 
soon  excluded  by  the  approach ;  wood  alone  is  seen,  and 
that  in  such  a  noble  range,  as  to  be  greatly  etrihing ;  tt  just 
hollows  into  a  bay,  and  in  the  center  of  it  is  a  chasm 
wood ;  this  is  the  bed  of  a  considerable  stream,  which  forma 
O'Snllivan's  cascade,  to  which  all  strangers  are  conducted 
as  one  of  the  principal  beauties  of  Killamey.  Landed  to' 
the  right  of  it,  and  walked  under  the  thick  shade  of  the 
wood,  over  a  rocky  declivity ;  close  to  the  torrent  stream, 
which  breaks  impetuously  from  rock  to  rock,  with  a  roar 
that  kindles  expectation.  The  picture  in  your  fancy  will 
not  exceed  the  reality  ;  a  great  stream  bursts  from  the  deep 
bosom  of  a  wooded  glen,  hollowed  into  a  retired  recess  u 
rocks  and  trees,  itself  a  most  pleasing  and  romantic  spot, 
were  there  not  a  drop  of  water  ;  the  first  fall  is  many  feet 
perpendicularly  over  a  rock,  to  the  eye  it  immediately  makes 
another,  the  Imson  into  which  it  pours  being  concealed ; 
from  this  bason  it  forces  itself  impetuously  between  two 
rocks  ;  this  second  fall  is  also  of  a  considerable  height,  but 
the  lower  one,  the  third,  is  the  most  considerable,  it  ' 
in  the  same  manner  from  a  bason  hid  from  the  point  of 
view.  These  basons  being  large,  there  appears  a  space  of 
several  yards  between  each  fall,  which  adds  much  to  the 
picturesque  scenery ;  the  whole  is  within  an  arch  of  wood, 
that  hangs  over  it ;  the  quantity  of  water  is  so  considerable 
as  to  make  an  almost  deafening  noise,  and  uniting  with 
the  t«rreut  below,  where  the  fnigmeuta  of  rock  are  large 
and  numerous,  throw  an  air  of  grandeur  over  the  whole. 
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3  about  seventy  feet  high.  Coaat  from  hence  the  woody 
shoree  of  Tomye  and  Gienii,  they  are  upon  the  whole  much 
the  moat  bcaiitifnl  ones  I  have  anywhere  seen ;  Glena 
woods  having  more  oak,  and  some  arbutus's,  are  the  finer 
and  deeper  shades ;  Tomya  has  a,  great  quantity  of  birch, 
whose  foliage  is  not  so  luxuriant.  The  reader  may  figure 
to  himself  what  these  woods  are,  when  he  is  informed  that 
they  fill  on  unbroken  extent  of  six  miles  in  length,  and 
from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth,  all  hanging 
on  the  aides  of  two  vast  mountains,  and  coming  down  with 
a  fnll  robe  of  rich  luxuriance  to  the  very  water's  edge. 
The  acclivity  of  these  hills  is  snch.  that  every  tree  appears 
full  to  the  eye.  The  variety  of  the  ground  is  great;  in 
some  places  great  swells  in  the  mountain  side,  with  corre- 
sponding hoUowa,  present  concave  and  conves  masses ;  in 
others,  considerable  ridges  of  land  and  rock  rise  from  the 
sweep,  and  offer  to  the  astonished  eye  yet  other  varieties  of 
shade.  Smaller  mountains  rise  regularly  from  the  immense 
bosom  of  the  lai^r,  and  hold  forth  their  sylvan  heads, 
backed  by  yet  higher  woods.  To  give  all  the  varieties  of 
this  immense  scenery  of  forest  is  impossible.  Above  the 
whole  is  a  prodigious  mass  of  mountain,  of  a  gently  swel- 
ling outline  and  soft  appearance,  varying  as  the  sun  or 
clouds  change  their  position,  but  never  becoming  rugged, 
or  threatening  to  the  eye. 

The  variations  are  best  seeu  by  rowing  near  the  shore, 
when  every  stroke  of  the  oar  gives  a  new  outline,  and  fresh 
tints  to  please  the  eye :  but  for  one  great  impression,  row 
about  two  miles  from  the  shore  of  Qlenil ;  at  that  distance 
the  inequahties  in  the  surface  arc  no  longer  seen,  but  the 
eye  is  filled  with  so  immense  a  range  of  wood,  crowned 
with  a  mountain  in  perfect  unison  with  itself,  that  objects, 
whose  character  is  that  of  lieauty,  are  here,  from  their 
m^uitude,  truly  magnificent,  and  attended  with  a  most 
forceable  impression. Returned  to  Mucross. 

September  30th,  this  morning  I  had  dedicated  to  the 
ascent  of  Mangerton,  but  bis  head  was  so  enshrouded  in 
clouds,  and  the  weather  so  bad,  that  I  was  forced  to  give 
■up  the  scheme  :  Mr.  Herl»rt  has  measured  him  with  very 
accurate  instruments,  of  which  he  has  a  great  collection, 
mnd  found  his  height  835  yards  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
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The  DevU'B  Punch  B«wl.  from  the  descrii»tioii  I  had  of  i1 
mvist  be  the  crat«r  of  an  exhausted  volcano :    there  a 
mouj  signs  of  them  about   Killamey,  particularly 
rocks  on  the  sides  of  niountaina,  in  streams,  as  if  they  li 
rolled  from  the  top  in  one  direction.     Browu  stone  rot 
are  also  sometimes  found  on  lime  quarries,  tossed  thlthaj 
perhaps  in  some  vast  eruption. 

In  my  way  from  Eillamoy  to  Castle  Island,  rode  intoi 
Lord  Keumare's  park,  from  whence  there  is  another  beaux 
tiful  view  of  the  lake,  different  from  many  of  the  preceding^ 
there  is  a  broad  margin  of  cultivated  country  at  your  feet, 
to  lead  the  eye  gradually  in  the  lake,  which  eibibita  her 
islands  to  this  point  more  distinctly  than  to  any  other,  and 
the  backgrounds  of  the  mountains  of  GlenA  and  Tomyi 
give  a  bold  relief.  '' 

Upon  the  whole,  Eillarney,  among  the  lakes  that  I  havM 
seen,  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  a  rival.  The  extent  a 
water  in  Loch  Eame  is  much  greater ;  the  islands  mot 
numerona,  and  some  scenes  near  Castle  Caldwell,  of  perhi 
as  great  magnificence.  The  rocks  at  Keswick  are  t 
sublime,  and  other  lakes  may  have  circumstances  in  whi 
they  are  superior ;  but  when  we  consider  the  prodigiooi 
woods  of  KiJlamey  ;  the  immensity  of  the  mountains ;  t' 
uncommon  beauty  of  the  promontory  of  Mucross,  and  t 
isle  of  Innisfallcu  ;  the  character  of  the  islands ; 
singular  circumstance  of  the  arbutus,  and  the  imcommot 
echoes,  it  will  appear,  u]M>n  the  whole,  to  be  in  reali^ 
superior  to  all  comparisoa. 

Before  I  quit  it,  I  have  one  other  observation  to  i 
which  is  rehitive  to  the  want  of  accommodations  and  6X1] 
travagant  espence  of  strangers  residing  at  Killamey. 
B|ieak  it  not  at  all  feelingly,  thanks  to  Mr.  Hetliert's  hot 
tality,  but  from  the  aocounts  given  mo;  the  im 
miserable,  and  the  lodgings  little  better.  I  am  surpri 
somebody  with  a  good  capital  does  not  procuix!  a  large  v 
built  inn,  to  be  erected  on  the  immediate  shore  of  the  h 
in  an  agreeable  situation,  at  a  distance  from  the  town ;' 
there  are  very  few  places  where  such  an  one  would  aiuwer 
better ;  there  ought  to  be  numerous  and  good  Hpartmeatc 
A  large  rendezvous-room  for  billiards,  cards,  danciBg, 
musick,  &c.  to  which  the  com|>any  might  resort  when  t'      ' 


(,'hnso  it ;  ao  ordinary  for  those  that  lited  dining  iu  public  ; 
iH'ats  of  all  Borts.  nets  for  fishing,  and  as  great  a  variety  of 
amiiBements  as  could  be  collected,  eapecially  within  doors  : 
for  the  climate  being  very  rainy,  traveUerB  wait  with  great 
impatience  in  a  dirty  common  inn,  which  they  would  not  do 
if  they  were  in  the  midst  of  such  accomTnodations  aa  they 
meet  with  at  an  English  spaw.  But  above  all,  the  prieea 
of  every  thing,  from  a  room  and  a  dinner,  to  a  bargo  and 
a  band  of  music,  to  be  reasonable,  and  hung  up  in  every 
part  of  the  house :  the  resort  of  strangers  to  Killamey 
would  then  be  much  increased,  and  their  stay  would  be 
greatly  prolonged ;  they  would  not  view  it  post-haste,  and 
fly  away  the  first  moment  to  avoid  dirt  and  imposition.  A 
man.  with  a  good  capital  and  some  ingenuity,  would.  I 
think,  make  a  fortune  by  fixing  here  upon  such  principles. 

In  the  lino  of  agricnltiire,  Mr.  Herbert  hoM  carried  on  some 
important  experiments,  which  much  deserve  attention.  Of  360 
ncrea  ha  has  reclnimcil  140,  which,  before  he  began,  were  covered 
with  great  rocka,  stones,  brambles,  (mbu»  /runlieosua)  nnd  fume, 
(eulex  enropaui.)  Win  Arst  operation  was  to  cut  down  and  grub 
lip  the  spontaneous  growth  that  waa  the  strongest :  but  the  rest 
he  set  lire  to,  in  order  to  plough  tbem  up  with  bullocks.  Then 
he  attacked  the  stone!),  some  of  which  were  live  or  six  feet  square ; 
the  large  ones  were  burst  in  pieces  by  kindling  fires  upon  them, 
being  the  brown  eand-Htonc.  But  this  operation  will  have  no 
effect  on  lime-stune ;  others  not  so  large  were  drawn  olT  the  land 
by  bnllocks,  to  some  of  which  30  were  harnessed :  but  all  stones 
that  coidd  be  got  at  were  by  some  means  or  other  carried  off. 

This  work  of  breaking  the  stones  by  fire  is  very  curious,  and 
enceedingly  useful  r  Mr.  Herbert  appeared  to  have  attended  very 
closely  to  the  operation.  He  informed  me  that  they  6rst  light  a 
good  fire,  which  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  enables  tbem  to 
beat  off  the  outward  skio  of  the  stone  with  a  sledge  hammer,  and 
they  then  immediately  light  a  second  fire,  which  soon  makes  the 
stone  crack.  The  men  observe  to  keep  it  a  lively  brisk  fire. 
Free  from  ashes ;  when  the  stone  cracks,  they  assist  it  with  a 
strong  blow  of  the  hammer,  which  then  bursts  it  asunder,  and  is 
at  once  broken  in  pieces  without  didieultj. 

In  ploughing  the  land,  as  soon  as  this  work  was  done,  tlie 
'ning  roots  of  fiirze,  &c.  were  so  large,  that  he  was  forced  to 
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fwtcn  two  ptouglis  Wpether  with  chains,  and  theu.  with  b  gre 
force  of  bullocks,  tore  up  the  rooU,  ihe  ploughs  and  Uckklwtn 
remarliulJy  slroni:.  Tlie  ashes  of  the  wuod,  &<i.  being  spre 
with  those  of  the  nibbisli,  numerous  ploii^hings  were  giveii.  T 
soil  a  thiu  gravel,  of  &  whitish  hungry  appearance,  but  lii 
changed  it  at  once  to  a  rich  brown  colour.  The  last  plongfan 
turned  in  the  lime :  upon  which,  Mr.  Herbert,  fresh  from  Toll  ai 
Randal  dcternniacd  to  become  a  dritler,  drilled  it  witJi  wheat,  tl 
clearest  proof  in  the  world  how  completely  the  ground  bad  h 
reclaimed.  This  crop  he  horse  ho^,  following  the  directions  C 
Tull  and  Dtdiamcl  t  the  produce  was  trifling,  and  the  f 
found  very  espensive,  and  the  cropB  unprofitable :  were,  bowenr, 
very  beautiful  and  elegant  to  look  at.  lie  tried  it  for  whei 
lucerne,  sainfoinc,  red  clover,  beanfi,  pease,  aud,  in  a  word,  e*« 
plant  recommended  by  the  drill  writers,  and  continued  itforfbi 
years.  Having  ascertained  this  thorough  experience,  that  ll 
drill  husbandry  was  eiceedinglj  disadvantageous,  he  gave  it  u'_ 
and  laid  down  with  white  clover  and  hay  seeds ;  and  could  be  in 
at  20«.  an  acre.  Mr.  Herbert,  however,  going  to  England,  ti 
were  not  taken  such  core  of  as  they  ought,  never  being  n: 
Some  were  laid  down  with  bumct,  which  took  very  well  in  tb 
land,  but  was  soon  overcome  and  choaked  with  natural  gn 
Bird  grass  he  tried,  got  the  seed  from  Rocque,  but  fiuds  it  a  vi 
coarse  poor  plant  of  no  value.  Lucerne  he  lind  upon  a  vt 
extensive  scale  ;  having  six  acres  of  it,  found  it  a  very  | 
grass,  fed  all  sorts  of  cattle  with  success,  particnlarly  in  li 
bidlocks,  the  fat  of  them  being  marbled  in  the  finest  i 
imaginable.  He  had  it  in  broad  cast,  and  used  Kocquea  liarTOW< 
but  upon  his  soil  the  harrow  tore  up  the  lucerne  as  well  >•  d 
weeds,  yet  the  natural  grass  got  mnch  ahead.  The  drill  methc 
is  the  best;  but  such  is  tho  luxuriant  growth  of  the  commc 
grasses  in  Ireland,  that  there  wns  t!ie  greatest  difficnitj  in  keq 
iug  it  clean.  Sainfuine  also  did  very  welt,  but  the  grus  hi 
with  that  the  same  effect  as  the  lucerne. 

Mr.  Herbert  has  cultivated  potatoes  in  the  common  luj-bf 
method,  upon  an  extonaive  scale,  and  he  is  convinced,  fra 
repeated  experience,  that  there  is  no  way  in  the  world  I 
managing  that  root  that  equals  it,  especially  for  bringing  in  watt 
lands.  It  has  been  with  tlie  greatest  surprise  that  he  baa  r> 
this  mode  condemned  by  several  English  writers ;  when  pro 
executed.  It  mixes  the  land  and  the  manure,  and  by  taking  tw 
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crops  succesiiivcl]',  and  digging  them  out,  if  all  the  laud  is  stirred, 
it  leftTCB  it  in  admirable  order  for  a  succesaive  crop  uf  aiij  kind. 

Foldiog  sheep  Mr.  Herbert  practises  by  meaos  of  a  coDtrivance 
of  hia  own ;  instead  of  hurdles,  a  pole  12  feet  long,  and  S  inch 
diameter,  stuck  through  with  perpendiculars,  and  having  at  each 
end  two  longer  pieces  to  rest  on,  in  form  of  a  cross :  those  are 
moveable,  and  easil;  set  in  rows.  He  pens  the  sheep  on  his  grasH 
lands,  and  finds  the  effect  wonderful,  nothing  equalling  them  for 
manuring  the  land,  and  at  a  very  small  expeuce.  la  dearly  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  would  be  a  greater  improvement  to  Ireland 
than  iatroducing  the  practice  generally. 

An  observation  which  Mr.  Herbert  has  made  on  mowing  land  ia 
highly  deserving  attention;  it  is,  thai  laud  ought  always  to  be 
mowed,  though  the  value  of  the  bay  will  not  pay  the  expenre.  It 
is  common  in  Ireland  to  mow  parts  of  fields  that  are  good,  and 
leave  the  rest ;  but  he  always  cuts  the  whole,  and  Unda  the  prac- 
tice Tery  advantageous  to  the  land. 

Some  bog  this  gentleman  has  improved  merely  by  draining,  and 
then  spreading  mold  upon  it,  without  tilling  or  burning,  brings  it 
to  a  meadow  as  soon  as  possible  :  and  this  is  the  method  ho  would, 
in  all  cases,  recommend  for  their  improvement,  as  there  is  never 
any  necessity  of  tillage  in  order  to  bring  them  to  grass. 

Relative  to  the  common  husbandry  of  this  neighbourhood,  I 
found  that  the  soil  is  divided,  between  lime-stone  and  brown- 
stone.  The  peninsula  of  Mucross  is  half  the  one  and  half  the 
other,  the  one  ending  suddenly  where  the  other  begins  :  the  volo 
also  to  Eillomey  and  beyond  is  limestone  fur  the  extent  of  many 
miles,  and  in  general  the  mountains  are  all  brown-stone,  and  the 
vales  lime-atone.  Rents  hero  arc  about  Ss.  an  acre  on  an  aver- 
age, including  much  indifferent  laiwl,  but  not  the  mountains. 
About  three-fiflhs  of  the  county  of  Kerry  is  waste  land,  not  rising 
to  above  3i^.  an  acre,  and  the  other  fiUbs  on  an  average  at  Ti.  an 
acre.  Farms  are  from  £20  a  year  to  £  130  the  large  ones  include 
considerable  mountain  tracts.  The  tillage  of  the  country  is 
trifling.      The  course  is, 

1.  Potatoes,  BOW  eight  pecks,  at  70  lb.  and  get  80  lb.  at  £7  an 
acre.  2.  Wheat,  £6.  3.  Osls.  4.  Oats.  (Poor  crops  not 
above  £3  10*.  an  acre).      5.  Lay  it  out,  to  wccda,  &o. 

Lime  tlie  manure,  from  60  to  MO  barrels  an  acre,  which  co.fta 
ed.U)Sd.a  barrel  burning.     Mr.  Herbert  can  bum  it  fur  4d.  five 

lea  off.      Pasturage  is  applied  chiclly  to  dairies ;  the  common 
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ones  about  40  or  SO  cowb.  Thej  ore  all  set  at  40j.  to  S(U.  a  cov. 
Three  acres  allowed  M  a  con  ;  some  paid  in  butler-  The  dw/- 
man  has  Iils  privilege,  which  ia  a  cahbiii,  potatoc  gardeu,  liberty ' 
to  cut  turf,  and  a  quantity  of  laod  proportioued  to  the  number  ot 
coiri.  The  butter  ia  all  sent  to  Corke  on  horses'  backs,  in 
truckles,  aud  in  that  way  the  poor  horses  of  the  couutrj  will 
carry  8  cwt.  the  distance  37  miles.  They  go  iu  two  days,  and 
generally  home  in  a  week.  Bring  back  rum,  groceries,  &c.  titej 
are  paitl  9d.  fur  carrying  a  firkin  of  butter  of  56  lb.  and  for  tha 
back  carriage  Is.  Sd.  a  cwt.  Very  few  sheep  kept ;  no  dock^ 
except  Mr.  Herbert's,  tt  is  remarkable,  that  no  sheep  ii 
country  are  better  fattened  than  many  upon  Mac  Gilly  Cuddy'i 
Recks,  which  are  the  wildest  and  most  desolate  region  of  aQ 
Kerry.  Great  herds  of  goats  are  kept  on  all  the  mountains  of 
this  country,  aud  prove  of  inS.nitc  use  to  the  poor  people.  Tbe 
inhabitants  are  not  in  general  well  off;  some  of  them  have  nuitlier- 
cows  nor  goats,  living  entirely  upon  potatoes,  yet  arc  they  bettor 
than  twenty  years  ago,  particularly  in  cloathing.  Price  of  prt>- 
vision  the  same  as  at  Kedeen,  but  pork  not  common.  Turki 
at  9d.  Salmon,  at  Id.  Trout  and  perch  plentiful,  No  pike  ia 
Kerry.      Lampreys  and  eels,  but  uobody  eats  the  former. 

All  the  poor  people,  both  men  and  women,  Itam  to  dance, 
and  are  ciceedingly  fond  o£  the  amuBement.  A  ragged  lad,, 
without  shoes  or  stockings,  has  been  seen  in  a  mud  bam, 
leading  up  a  girl  in  the  same  trim  for  a  minuet 
love  of  dancing  and  musick  are  almost  universal  ami 
them. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bland,  of  Wood  Park,  near  Killarney,  atwbott 
bouse  I  had  the  pleasure  to  dine  with  Mr.  Herbert,  has  improT) 
a  great  deal  of  boggy  land  ;   the  turf  six  inches  deep,  burnt,  but 
would  not  give  ashes ;  under  it  a  brown  gravel ;  reclaimed  it  bj 
marking  and  trenching  in  May,  lime  eighty  barrels  per  acre 
spread  with  green  fern,  then  leave  it  until  spring  following,  when 
dunged,  and  planted,  potatoes;  the  crop  etjual  to  the  best:   d^ 
the  potatoes,  and  plant  a  second  crop,  which  will  be  a  greater  pro- 
duce, but  the  roots  not  so  large  ;  took  care  in  the  digging  thi 
to  bring  up  the  sod  and  manure  ;   in  the  «|iring  dig  again  forJ 
turneps,  or  oatH,  the  tnmeps  will  be  very  good,  but  has  geuenillj 
sown  oats;  the  crop  tolerable,  great  straw,  hut  mat'   ' 
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verjr  tbiu,  or  tliej'  will  lodge  ;  leave  the  oat  atubblc  and  it  becomes 
in  one  year  grass  to  mow.  Una  tried  tiimepa,  and  found  tliem  to 
answer  pprfectlj,  in  fattoaing  sbccp  infiuitelj  better  than  any 
winter  or  spring  grass. 

September  30th,  tooli  my  leave  of  Mncrosa,  and  passing  tlirough 
KilUrnejr,  went  to  Caatle  Island.  In  my  way  to  ArbcUa, '  crossed 
a  hilly  bog  of  vast  extent,  from  one  to  six  or  seven  feet  deep,  ng 
improveable  as  ever  I  saw,  CDvere<l  witb  bog  myrtle  (jnyricagaie) 
and  coarse  grass  :  it  might  be  drained  at  very  little  expencc, 
being  almost  dry  at  present.  It  axoazed  me  to  see  such  vast 
tracts  in  a  state  of  nature,  witb  a  fine  road  passing  througli 
them. 

To  Mr.  Blennerliesset,  member  for  tlie  connty,  I  am  indebted 
for  every  attention  towards  my  infoniiattun.  About  Caxtle  Island 
tbe  land  is  very  good,  ranking  among  the  best  in  Kerry.  From 
that  place  to  Arbella,  the  land  is  as  good  as  tbe  management  bad, 
every  field  over-run  with  all  kinds  of  rubbish,  the  fenees  in  ruins, 
and  no  appearance  but  of  desolation :  they  were  mowing  some 
fine  crops  of  hay,  which  I  suppose  will  be  made  in  the  snow. 
The  following  is  the  state  of  husbandry  about  Arbella. 

The  soil,  from  Castle.  Island  to  TraJee,'  is  from  a  guinea  lo  a 
guinea  and  a  half;  it  is  all  a  rich  lime-stone  land ;  some  about 
Tralee  at  £3  IOj).  to  £4  4*.  About  Arbella  I  went  over  some 
exceeding  fine  reddish  sandy  and  gravelly  loam,  a  prodigionsly 
fine  soil :  fern  (pUrig  aquUina)  the  spontaneous  growth,  which  I 
remarked  in  Ireland  to  be  a  sure  sign  of  excellent  land.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  county  is  mountain,  which  runs  at  no  great  rent, 
being  thrown  into  the  bargain.  Six  parts  in  seven  of  the  whole 
mountain  and  hog.     The  remainder  at  10».  an  acre. 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Potatoes.  3.  Wheat,  or  Barley.  4.  Oats. 
a.  Ditto.  6.  Ditto.  7.  Ditto.  B.  Lay  it  out,  and  not  a  blade 
of  grass  comes  for  three  or  four  years. 

The  best  part  of  the  country  is  under  dairies.  Great  fanners 
hire  vast  ijuantities  of  land,  in  order  to  stock  with  cows,  and  let 
lliem  to  dairymen ;  one  farmer,  who  died  lately,  paid  £1,-100  a  year 
for  thia  purpose ;  but  £300  or  £400  common. 

The  number  of  cows  let  to  one  man,  generally  from  twenty  to 
forty.  Let  at  one  cwt.  and  16#.  per  cow,  or  one- half  cwt.  of 
butler,  and  IGi,  each,  some  one  cwt.  12f .  and  a  hog,  besides  one- 
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fbnrtli  port  of  nil  ihe  calves  a  year  old.  In  the  mountmiiu,  halla 
cwt.  uicl  Si.  Others  with  all  the  calves  to  the  ilaiirmen.  Tbaf 
dairymui's  privilege,  from  (wo  ta  four  collops  kept  for  them,  i 
oiie  or  two  acres,  wiiL  a  obbiu ;  these  dairjmen  live  vi 
itidiffercDtlj,  their  privil<:^e  being  all  their  profit,  and  aometin 
not  that.  The  farmer  who  let*  the  cows,  mnst  keep  the  aumbevl 
to  sucb  as  give  two  pottles  of  milk.  All  the  ilairiea  i 
conntjr,  a*  in  othcn,  in  the  bonnj  clobber  method,  that  Is,  lettit^'l 
the  milk  9liui<l  several  dajs,  till  the  cream  comes  off,  by  ti ' ' 
hold  of  it  between  the  Sogers,  like  a  skin  of  leather,  and  son 
it  is  moldy,  the  remainder  boiinj  clobber.  For^  acres  will  cany  <l 
twenty  cows  through  the  year.  The  cows  are  in  general  of  llm  I 
rmall  breed,  but  not  the  true  Kerry,  fur  many  have  been  broBght  fl 
from  oilier  connb-ics.  A  cow  tells  at  it  guinea  a  pottle  * 
milk,  above  two  or  three  pottles,  that  is  £4  4j.  four  pottle^fl 
£3  5*.  for  five  pottles,  given  at  one  meal.  A  little  (i 
cows  anil  snull  boUocks.  but  the  number  not  grv 
kept. 

As  to  manure  none  is  used  in  the  vale,  eEMpt  tkcir  4 
polatocf,  but  upon  the  mount«ns  they  lime  a  little. 

There  is  a  colony  of  Palatioes.'  that  iutT«  been  fl 
above  thirty  ;«hi9  ;  there  are  now  fifteen  or  sixteenti 
Colonel  Haasct  brought  thou  fn>m  theootuityof  X 
and  fixed  them  here  as  little  foimers.  and  tbew  Cei 
cost  himaboTe£500  settling.    Hegareeadiacow,* 
and  eTerrtliing  tii^j  wanted  for  a  Tear,  and  let  the  li 
them  for  half  its  ralue.     Hieir  improvements  have  t 
first,  bj  ploughing  with  a  wheel  pjouf^h,  which  with  t 
boraea  ww^  eaulj  without  a  diiTer.  Thej  breast  ii 
with  whe<eb,  there  wvre  oolj  slidii^  obh  bcftinL 
abo  aow  all  their  potatoes  in  drills  with  the  phxq^  p 
also  ptoii(^  then  out,  and  thia  with  great  mcoei^  I 
Bobodj  f oUowa  the: 

ago  6Ilca  ezeeedb^,  fnsa  hanng  beca  too  Ughkl,b«aaf  k 
Atj  haw  risca  agaih     Ute  rise  in  the  pnee  ef  hfciiai  ff 
Th»«  |w.atjt  lati  fcar  p^t  in  tweaiy  j-rars,  lo  f  le-pcaea  aad 
pence.     Ojrttcn,  twa-pewue  ta  tkm-foeaoe  per  hiiaJiaJj 

■aa*»rkhlia».Mbalo«*Kkn«iR«nWtk*afav*>Alab  I 
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Traloe  tLert  is  a  slraud  six  miles  long,  viiii^li  is  on  ■  bed  of 
oysters,  and  is  a  curious  object.  Lobsters,  twelve  yeara  ago,  one 
penny  ench,  now  two-pence  to  four-penee.  Salmon,  three  hftlf- 
pence.  Woodcocks,  ten-pence  a  couple.  Partridges,  ten-pence 
a  couple.  A  grouse,  one  shilling.  Whitings,  one  penny  eucli. 
Herrings,  three  a  penny.  Plaice,  turbots,  mullets,  and  some 
Kolee.  Potatoes,  li.  6d.  per  cwt.  the  cheapest,  mediuin,  2(.  6d. 
Cabbins  of  stone,  mortar  anrl  slate,  £25.  Many  orchards  in  this 
county,  give,  npon  an  average,  ten  hogsheads  of  cyiier  per  acre, 
some  15  ;  they  reckon  young  trees  the  beat,  from  12  to  20  years 
old. 

The  state  of  the  poor  in  tlie  whole  county  of  Kerry  repre- 
sented aa  exceedingly  miserable,  and,  owing  Uy  the  conduct 
of  men  of  property,  who  are  apt  to  lay  the  blame  on  what 
they  call  k.Dd  piratee,  or  men  who  offer  the  highest  rent, 
and  who,  in  order  to  pay  this  rent,  must,  and  do  re-let  all 
the  cabbin  lands  at  an  extravagant  rise,  which  is  assigning 
over  all  the  cabbins  to  be  devoured  by  one  fanner.  The 
cottars  on  a  farm  cannot  go  from  one  to  another,  in  order  to 
find  a  good  master,  aa  in  England  :  for  all  the  country  ia  in 
the  same  system,  and  no  redress  to  be  found.  Such  being 
the  case,  the  farmers  are  enabled  to  charge  the  price  o£ 
labour  as  low  as  they  please,  and  rate  the  land  as  high  as 
they  like.  This  is  an  evil  which  oppresses  them  cruelly, 
and  certainly  has  its  origin  in  its  landlords,  when  they  set 
their  farms,  setting  all  the  cabbina  with  them  instead  of 
keeping  them  tenants  to  themselves.  The  oppression  is, 
the  fanner  valuing  the  labour  of  the  poor  at  4d.  or  bd.  a 
day,  and  paying  that  in  land  rated  much  above  its  value. 
Owing  to  this,  the  jMwr  are  depressed  ;  they  live  upon  pota- 
toes and  sour  milk,  and  the  poorest  of  them  only  salt  and 
wat«ir  to  them,  with  now  and  then  a  herring.  Tbeir  milk 
is  Ijought ;  for  very  few  keep  cowa,  scarce  any  pigs,  but  a 
few  poultiy.  Their  circumstances  are  incomparably  worse 
than  they  were  20  years  ago ;  for  they  had  all  cowa,  but 
then  they  wore  no  linen :  all  now  have  a  little  fiax.  To 
these  evils  have  been  owing  emigrations,  which  have  been 
considerable. 


370 


A  TOUB   IN  IRELAND. 


[OGTOU 


it  with  very  great  attention  :  for  it  projects  far  into  b  e 
of  heath,  that  lets  only  aC  U.  an  acre.     I  saw  the  progress  arth 
iinprovement  In  different  stages.      He  has  done  '250  Irish  ■ 
and  inclosed  300  more,  and  has  been   offered   20i,  an  acn 
them,  but  the  farm-houses  were  not  built ;  at  present  be  ha«  fourth 
to  which  he  purposes  to  throw  the  whole. 

The  method  he  pursued  has  been  first  to  enclose  with  double 
ditches,  four  feet  deep  and  five  broad,  and  the  earth  out  of  both 
thrown  on  to  a  parapet,  ten  feet  bruad,  and  some  more,  planted 
with  rows  of  trees,  and  of  osiers,  the  ex  pence  in  labuur,  2f.  a  perch. 
While  this  work  is  doing,  he  ploughs  nine  or  ten  inches  deep,  and 
as  soon  as  the  weather  will  admit,  bums  ;  then  he  tills  it  tgtin 
onee  or  twice,  and  bums  again  ;  and  before  the  last  plougUngf, 
limes  100  barrels  an  acre,  which  coats  him  (burning  it  bimielf) 
sixpence  a  barrel,  including  carriage  and  spreading :  upon  tluB  he 
sows  com,  has  tried  wheat,  rye,  and  oats,  bat  oitts  answer  the 
beat ;  has  tried  potatoes,  and  they  did  pretty  well,  followed  them 
with  corn,  anil  then  laying  it  out,  that  Li,  leaving  it  to  grass  itaelf. 
The  other  is  to  sow  com  as  long  as  it  will  yield  any  ;  when  it  is 
exhausted,  to  lay  it  out  two  or  three  years,  and  then  plough  and 
lime :  take  two  crops  of  com,  and  lay  it  out  again  ;  and  this  way 
he  thinks  \i  the  best,  from  the  experience  of  forty  years ;  far  ao 
long  the  improvement  has  been  making.  Trcen  of  all  sorts  have 
grown  perfectly  well,  but  the  ash  has  done  best.  A  ploughii^ 
costs  Gs.  an  acre.  Ora&aning  and  burning,  £2  an  aore.  Mr. 
Hasaet's  stock  at  present  on  this  farm,  30  horses,  mares  and 
fuals,  100  cowa,  100  sheep,  100  young  cattle,  8  plough  baltocks: 
this  is  a  most  noble  stock  of  cattle  for  a  spot  wbicb  was  aU 
heath. 

Mr.  Blennerhflsset  lias  also  tried  lime-stiine  sand,  c 
part  of  a  field,  and  lime  upon  the  rest,  spread  but  lately  ; 
appearance  is  much  in  favour  of  the  sand. 

October  '2nd,  to  Artlfert'  by  Tralcc,  through  a  continuations 
excellent  land,  and  execrable  management.  Mr.  Bate 
rock  salt  on  grass  land  for  a  manure,  half  a  ton  to  the  Eii£ 
acre,  but  found  not  the  least  benefit  from  it.  But  oflime  he  H 
used  large  quantities,  and  with  great  success ;  burning  it  for  ■ 
1  barrel,  in  a  standing  kiln  with  turf,  four  eyes  or  firei 


<  Ardferl 


I.  Kerry,  six  miles  N.N.W.  ofTralve,  furmprly  a  B 
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JajB  on  50  barrels  to  an  acre, 
draining  irod  liming,  fi-om  5,  U 
flajey  gravtl. 

To  tbe  west  of  Tralec  are  tbc  Mabagrce  iKbLiids,'  famous  fur 
tlieir  corn  products ;  they  are  rock  And  sauO,  stocked  with 
rabbits  i  near  tbem  a  aandj  tract,  12  miles  long,  and  one  mile 
broad,  tA  the  north,  irith  the  mountains  to  the  Eouth,  famous  for 
the  best  wheat  in  Kerry.     All  under  the  plough.      Their  course. 

I.  Buck  potatoes.  2.  Barley.  3.  Wheat.  Also  com  on 
some  land,  without  any  intermediate  crop.  Manure  for  every 
crop,  if  potatoes  with  sea  weed,  great  crops  ;  they  get  20  for  ono 
of  wheat  and  barley.  All  grain  is  remarkably  early ;  they  have 
sown  EngUsh  barley,  and  made  bread  of  the  crop  in  six  weeks ; 
these  lands  let  at  14j.  or  153,  an  acre,  but  some  much  higher. 
Farms  are  large,  one,  two,  or  three  hundred  acres,  but  some  are 
taken  in  partnership.  I  was  assured,  that  in  these  iaknds,  they 
have  known  two  crops  of  barley  gained  from  the  same  land  in  one 
year,  and  the  second  better  than  the  first.  They  sowed  the  first 
of  April,  and  reaped  tiie  middle  of  May,  and  immediately  sowed  a 
secoud,  whieh  they  reaped  the  end  of  August.  This  was  done  by 
John  Macdonald,  of  Maharaghbcg. 

Arriving  at  Ardfert,  Ijord  Crosby,  whose  politeness  I 
have  every  reason  fo  remember.  wu«  so  obliging  ae  to  eaxry 
me  by  one  of  the  finest  strandB  I  ever  rode  u|K>n,  to  view 
the  mouth  of  the  Shannon  at  Ballengar^,  the  eite  of  an  old 
fort :  it  is  a  vast  rock  separated  from  the  country  by  a 
chasm  of  a  prodigious  depth,  through  which  the  waves 
drive.  The  rocks  of  the  coast  here  are  in  the  boldest  stile, 
and  hollowed  by  the  furious  Atlantic  waves  into  caverns  in 
which  they  roar.  It  was  a  dead  calm,  yet  the  swell  was  so 
heavy,  that  the  great  waves  rolled  in  and  broke  upon  the 
rocks  with  such  violence  as  to  raise  an  immense  foam,  and 
give  one  an  idea  of  what  a  storm  would  be ;  but  fancy  rarely 
taWa  short  in  her  pictures.  The  view  of  the  Shannon  is 
exceedingly  noble ;  it  is  eight  miles  over,  the  mouth  formed 
by  two  headlands  of  very  high  and  bold  clifts,  and  the 
reach  of  the  river  in  view  very  eitensive  :  it  is  an  immense 
scenery.     Perhaps  the  noblest  mouth  of  a  river  in  Europe. 

,  al  Ihc  cntrauco  tci  Trulec  Day,  also  ea)lcil 
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CrOBsed  in  the  iraj  a  large  bog,  highly  improveable,  nai 
little  spots  tuiieii  in  with  hoajiB  of  kb,  sand  Tor  mrrjing  it  i 

Lord  Gleiidour  aanuTCs  bis  ground  wilb  lime,  Gca  eaad,  uid  « 
weed,  the  last  ia  the  worst,  the  Buod  beat.     Laud  lets  at  ISi 
ISt.  on  acre  on  an  average ;   it  rises  from  IOj.  to  20s. 

Ardfert  la  very  near  the  eea.  bo  near  it,  that  single  t 
or  rows  sue  cut  in  pieces  with  the  wind,  yet  abotit  Lord 
Olendour'a  house  there  Oire  extensiTo  plontationa  exceed- 
inglj  flourishing,  many  fine  asU  and  beech ;  about  a  beautiful 
Cistertian  abbey,'  and  a  silver  fir  of  48  years'  growth,  of  bT 
iEomeuse  height  and  size. 

October  3rd,  left  Ardfert,  accompanying  Lord  Crosby  b 
Liatowol.  Called  iu  the  way  to  view  Lixmw,'  the  audi 
seat  of  the  Earls  of  Kerry,  but  deserted  for  ten  years  p 
and  now  presents  so  melancholy  a  scene  of  desolation,  ( 
it  shocked  me  to  see  it.  £rory  thing  around  lies  in  r 
and  the  house  itself  is  going  fast  off  by  thieving  depreda 
tiona  of  the  neighbourhood.  I  was  told  a  curious  anecdot 
of  this  estate,  which  shews  wonderfully  the  improvement  fl 
Ireland  ;  The  present  Earl  of  Kerry's  grandfather,  Thom 
agreed  to  lease  the  whole  estate  for  ^1,500  a  year,  to  ! 
Mr.  CoUis./or  ever,  but  the  bargain  went  o£E  upon  a  dispuU 
whether  the  money  should  be  paid  at  Corke  or  DubliX 
Those  very  lands  are  now  let  at  .£20,000  a  year.  There 
yet  a  good  deal  of  wood,  particularly  a  fine  ash  groi 
planted  by  the  present  Earl  of  Shelbume's  father. 

Proceeded   to    Woodford,'   Robert    Fitzgerald's,    Ea 
passing  Listowel  bridge,  the  vale  leading  to  it  is  very 
the  river  is  broad,  the  lands  high,  and  one  side  a,  vi 
extensive  hanging  wood,  opening  on  those  of  Woodford 
g  stile. 


Woodford  is  an  agreeable  scene ;  close  to  tbc  hoiisc 
winding  river  uuder  a  bank  of  thick  wood,  with  the  view 
coBtle  hanging  over  it.      Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  making  a  considi 
progresB  iu  rural  improvements ;  he  is  taking  in  mountain  grou 
fencing  and  draining  very  completely,  and  introducing  a  i 

'  Ardfert  Abbey,  foundBd  laS3. 

'  Iiiznaw,  sercn  miles  lonlli-weBt  of  Listowel,  CO.  KbttJ- 

'  Woodrord,  now  Bedford,  nliuut  three  milea  norih  of  LiilawcJ. 
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liuabandr;.  IIo  keeps  30  pjgg,  which  atock  he  Feeds  on  potatoes, 
wid  b.is  built  a  pipgery  for  them.  Turnips  he  ciiUivntea  for 
eheep,  mid  iitids  them  to  answer  perfect)/.  Not  being  able  to  get 
men  who  uiidcrstiuid  hoeing,  he  thina  tfacm  b;  hand.  ,iIo  lias  fiTc 
acres  of  potatoes  put  in  drills  with  the  plou^jh,  and  designs 
ploughing  them  out :  they  look  perfectly  well,  and  promise  to  bo 
u  good  a  crop  as  any  in  the  trenclL  way.  The  common  course  in 
this  neighbourhood  is, 

1.  Potatoes.     2.  Potatoei.     3.  Wheat.     4.  Oats.     5.  Lay  it 

Farms  are  very  much  in  partnership,  and  improvenicnts  ex- 
ceedinjily  backward  on  that  account.  The  poor  live  on  potatoes 
and  milk  all  the  year  ronnd,  but  arc  rather  better  oil  than  they 
were  twenty  years  ago.  The  labour  of  the  country  is  generally 
done  for  land  in  the  manner  I  have  so  often  described,  rated  at 
ail  exorbitant  price,  id.  winter;  Sii,  summer;  some  Gd.  round. 
Three-fourths  of  Kerry  mountain  and  bog,  at  \s.  M,  the  rest 
,«t  15f. 

In  1765,  Mr.  Fitz^rald  was  travelling  from  Constanti- 
nople to  Warsaw,  and  a  waggon  with  his  baggage,  heavily 
laden,  overset ;  the  country  people  hameBsed  two  buflaloes 
hy  the  horns,  in  order  to  draw  it  over,  which  they  did  with 
caBe.  In  some  very  inHtmctive  conversation  I  had  vrith 
this  gentleman,  on  the  subject  of  his  travels,  this  circum- 
stance particularly  atrucb  mc. 

October  4th,  from  Woodford  to  Tarbat,'  the  seat  of 
Edward  Leslie,  Esq.  through  a  coimtry  rather  dreary,  tUl 
it  came  upon  Tarbat,  which  is  so  much  the  contrary,  that 
it  appeared  to  the  highest  advantage  ;  the  house  is  on  the 
edge  of  a  beautiful  lawn,  with  a  thick  margin  of  full-grown 
wood,  hanging  on  a  steep  bank  to  the  Shannon,  so  that  the 
river  is  seen  from  the  house  over  the  tops  of  this  wood, 
which  being  of  a  broken  irregular  outline,  has  an  effect 
very  striking  and  uncommon;  the  river  is  two  or  three 
miles  broad  here,  and  the  opposite  coast  forms  a  promon- 
tory, which  has  from  Tarbat  exactly  the  appearance  of  a 
large  island.  To  the  east,  the  river  swells  into  a  triangular 
lake,  with  a  i-ea^h  opening  at  the  distant  comer  of  it  to 

'  Tnrbert,  on  tUr  caluary  uf  the  Sbuniiuo,  co.  Kerry. 
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Limerick:  the  onion  of  wood,  water,  and  lawn,  forms  upon 
the  whole  a  very  fine  scene ;  the  river  is  very  magnificent. 
From  the  hill,  on  the  coast  above  the  ialajid,  the  lawn  and 
wood  appear  also  to  great  advantage.  But  the  finest  point 
of  view  ia  from  the  higher  hill  on  the  other  side  of  the  ■ 
house,  which  looking  down  on  all  these  scenes,  they  appear  ; 
aa  a  beautiful  ornament  to  the  Shannon,  which  spreads  forth. 
its  proud  course,  from  two  to  nine  miles  wide,  surrounded  \ 
by  highlands :  a  scenery  truly  magnificent.  I  am  indebted  , 
to  Mr.  Leslie's  good  offices  for  the  following  particulars. 

AraLlo  land  about  Tarbat  lets  at  14i.  on  an  nvcrage  ;  ftlr. 
Leslie,  in  1771,  let  several  farms  at  17*.  but  the  full  of  tliul  period 
reduced  the  rents  3(.  Fanna  are  from  50  acres  to  3  or  400 ;  it 
ia  commou  to  have  the  poor  people  hire  them  in  partnership,  but 
only  tlie  sm&ll  ones  ;  the  large  are  all  stock  farms.  The  tillage  ' 
course; 

1.  Potatoes,  produce  28  barrels,  at  IS  pecks  each,  and  the  peck ' 
60  lb.  or  26,880  lb.  in  all.  2.  Fotatoes.  3.  Oats.  4.  Lay  out 
for  several  years.  The  second  crop  of  potatoes  more  numeroua,, 
but  not  BO  large;  they  manure  for  tbeni  ouly  with  dung.  Thflt 
oats  yield  six  barrels,  each  26  stone,  being  double  ones.  Very 
little  wheat  sown  but  by  gentlemen  or  large  farmers,  who  bum  i 
the  land  ;  plough  it,  and  burn  the  sod,  which  they  call  beating, 
and  manure  with  lime  or  sea  sand ;  40  barrels  of  Itme  at  li,  Tha ' 
stone  is  brought  from  an  island  towards  Limerick.  They  geti 
sand  at  the  some  place.  Lime  docs  best  for  tillage,  and  sand  for' 
grass.  The  stock  farms  are  cither  under  dairies,  or  in  tlie  suc- 
cesaion  system,  of  buying  in  year  olds  from  the  county  of  Claroi 
and  keeping  them  till  three  or  four  years  old,  the  heifers  till  they 
calve ;  buy  at  a  guinea  to  30j.  sell  from  £3  Si.  to  £4  lOi.  at  fonr 
year  old.  There  are  also  some  cows  fattened :  bought  in  in 
general  at  £3  or  £3  lOi.  sell  in  October  at  £4  10«.  to  £5.  Th« 
dairies  arc  set  to  dairymen,  the  price  is  one  cwt.  of  butter,  and  10*. 
to  IS».  bom  money ;  the  dairyman  lias  all  the  calves,  and  must  »eU. ' 
off  at  Michaelmas.  His  privilege  is  a  house  and  potatoe  gard«i,i 
and  grass  for  a  cow  for  every  tea.  A  collop  hero,  is  one  cow^ 
one  horse,  two  yearlings,  six  sheep ;  tno  acres  to  feed  a  coUop^il 
and  some  two  and  a  half.  Every  cabbin  has  a  bit  of  Hax,  whi^i 
they  spin  and  manufacture  for  their  own  unc,  there  being  soma 
weavers  dispersed  about  the  country.     A  little  pound  yam  is  soir 
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beiides  to  Limerick,  but  Dot  mucb.     A  little  wool  is  spun  for 
their  own  nse,  uid  wove  into  irizo. 

The  state  of  the  poor  ja  something  better  than  it  was 
twenty  years  ago,  particularly  their  cloathing,  tattle,  and 
caltbina.  They  live  upon  potatoes  and  milk ;  all  have  eons  ■ 
and  when  they  dry  them,  buy  others.  They  also  have 
butter,  and  nioet  of  thein  keep  pigs,  lulling  them  for  their 
own  use.  They  have  also  herrings.  They  are  in  general 
in  the  cottar  system,  of  paying  for  labour  by  assigning  some 
land  to  each  cabbin.  The  country  is  greatly  more  populous 
than  twenty  years  ago,  and  is  now  increasing ;  and  if  ever 
so  many  cabbina  were  built  by  a  gradual  increase,  tenants 
would  be  found  for  them.  A  cabbin,  and  five  acr«s  of  land, 
will  let  for  .£4  a  year.  The  industrious  cottar,  with  two, 
three,  or  four  acres,  would  be  exceedingly  glad  to  have  his 
time  to  himself,  and  have  such  an  annual  addition  of  land 

11 ,    as  be  was  able  to  manage,  paying  a  fair  rent  for  it ;  none 

^  would  decline  it  but  tbe  idle  and  worthleas. 

H       Tythea  are  all  annually  valued   by  the   proctors,  and 

^  charged  very  high.  There  are  on  the  Shannon  aliout  100 
boats  employed  Id  bringing  turf  to  Limerick  from  the  coast 
of  Kerry  and  Clare,  and  in  fishing,  the  former  carry  from 
20  to  25  tons,  the  latt«r  from  five  to  ten,  and  are  navigated 
each  by  two  men  and  a  boy. 

October  5th,  passed  through  a  very  unentertaining  country 
^except  for  a  few  mUes  on  the  bank  of  the  Shannon)  to 
Altavilla,'  but  Mr.  Batcnmu  being  from  home,  I  was  disap- 
pointed in  getting  an  account  of  the  Palatines  settled  in  his 
neighbourhood.  Kept  the  road  to  Adair,'  where  Mrs.  Quin, 
with  a  politeness  equalled  only  by  her  understanding,  pro- 
cured me  every  intelligence  I  wished  for. 

Laud  lets  about  Adair  from  10«.  to  40«.  sii  acre,  average  QO.T. 
the  richest  in  the  country  ia  the  corcosaes  on  the  Moag,  which  let 
at  sew.  to  36i.  a  tract  of  five  niiica  long,  and  two  browl,  down  to 
the  Shannon,  which  are  better  than  those  on  that  river ;  tbe  soil 

'  Alia  Villa  on  the  river  Doel,  fiiur  miles  south  t>t  ABkenton,  co. 
Limerick. 

'  Adare,  miu-hul  tuwii  on  the  rircr  Maig,  ilvicn  milea  ^.S.W.  of 
Idmerick, 
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n  u.  kind  of  jellnw  and  blue  cl&j,  of  which  tUej  niike  bricbs ;  bill 
there  is  a.  surface  of  blue  mold.  The  grass  of  them  jg  applied 
fattening  biillni^ka,  frtim  7  to  B  cwt.  each,  nnd  an  acre  fats  one,  » 
giTBH  gome  winter  and  spring  fowl  for  aheep.  When  they  break 
this  land  up,  the;  sow  first  oate,  and  got  20  barrels  an  acre, 
conimon  barrels,  and  do  not  reckon  that  an  extra  crop  ;  they  tako 
ten  or  twelve  in  succession,  upon  one  ploughing,  till  the  cropa  grow 
poor,  and  then  they  sow  one  of  liorao  beans,  which  refrenhet  ^e 
land  enough  to  take  ten  crops  of  oats  more;  the  beans  are  ^ery 
good.  Wheat  Bometimes  sown,  and  the  crops  very  great.  Wenl' 
such  barbarians  ever  heard  of? 

In  the  common  course  of  InndM  about  Adwir,  the  com 


Ditto. 


Wheat. 


5.   Oatl. 


5.   Data. 


1.    Potatoes. 
6.  OtttH.     7.  Layout. 

1.    Potntoca.      2.   Ditto.      3.  Whcut.      4.    Wheat. 
6.   OaU.     7.   Oats.     8.   Lay  out. 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Ditto.  3.  Wheat  4.  Oats.  5.  Lay 
Potatoes  they  plant  on  grass  williout  dung,  a  good  crop,  fiO 
barrels  to  an  acre,  at  8«.  a  barrel  average.  When  they  hi 
they  pay  six  guineas  an  acre  ;  they  dung  tillage  land  and  poof 
lays  for  them.  Of  wheat  they  sow  a  barrel  an  acre,  and  the  crop 
in  general  eight  to  ten  of  those  barrels.  ObIh  they 
acre,  and  get  twelve  to  sixteen.  The  low  bottoms  of  moory  and' 
rushy  kind  they  plough,  and  bum  the  furrows  j  upon  that  burn- 
ing they  plough  in  the  ashea,  and  barrow  in  rape  seed,  a  pottle^ 
or  three  quarts  to  an  acre ;  never  feed,  but  keep  it  for  seed,  and 
get  eight  Bristol  barrels  an  acre ;  it  sells  usually  at  14t.  to  18*.  i, 
barrel ;  they  sow  here  afterwards,  the  produce  ten  barrela  an 
acre  ;  then  a  crop  of  oats,  twelve  to  sixteen  barrels,  and  then 
leave  it  to  lay.      No  grass  seetla  sown. 

Farms  riao  from  forty  acres  to  £2,000  a  year ;  so 
little  ones  are  taken  by  cottars,  in  partnership,  but  not  common . 
the  large  farms  are  all  stock  ones.      Tumeps  have  been  sown 
many  years,  but  by  few  ;  a  little  on  pared  and  burnt  land  i 
bottoms,  instead  of  rape;  the  crops  very  large  ;   they  give 
all  to  fat  sheep,  in  order  to  keep  their  Ilesh  for  a  better  m 
after  Christmas ;  it  is  found  to  be  a  very  advantageous 
but  not  increasing.      No  hoeing.      Hemp  is  sown  a  little  by  I 
Palatines,  but  by  few  others.      Flax,  by  every  cabbin,  in  order 
a  little  spinning  for  Iheir  own  use. 


I 

I 


The  sjsteiu  of  the  sttjck  farmerB  is  id  general  dairying,  but 
upon  tbe  beat  lands  they  fatten  bulloiks,  covin  being  onlj  kept  on 
lands  whivli  tbey  tbink  viU  Dot  do  for  bullocks.  The  cows  are 
kU  lei,  and  piiid  for  prineipally  by  butter,  one  cwt.  to  a  cow,  and 
39*.  bom  nuiney.  Tbe  dairyman's  privilege  is  a  cabbio,  a  garden 
of  an  acre,  and  the  grosii  of  a  eovr  or  horse  to  every  twenty  cows, 
Hid  may  rear  half  the  calves,  and  keep  them  to  November  or 
Ghriatmiu.  To  60  acres,  24  cows,  1  horse,  30  sheep  ;  this  is  just 
two  acres  a  hea<1,  and  it  is  about  the  average  of  tlie  country. 
The  dairymen  arc  not  in  good  circumstances,  making  a  mere 
living.  The  swine  lierc  arc  of  a  large  white  sort,  and  rise  to  two 
cwt.  thej  are  mostly  fatCeued  on  potatoes,  but  have  some  oats  at 
last  to  harden  the  fat.  A  good  many  aheep  ;  the  system  is  to 
keep  the  lamha  till  three  year  old  weathers,  and  sell  them  fat  at 
SO*,  each ;  the  fleeces  7  lb.  TytLcs,  wheat  6».  barley  5s.  Oal« 
4t,  Bape  no  tythc.  Fotntocs  6d.  to  lOd,  mowing  grunnd  \i,  to 
3*.  sheep  2d.  each. 

The  poor  people  do  not  all  keep  cows,  but  all  have  milk  ;  alt 
have  pigs  and  jwultry ;  are  not  better  off  than  twenty  years  ago. 
Have  a  potatoc  garden,  of  which  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  au 
■sre  carriea  a  family  through  the  year;  they  live  entirely  upon 
them,  selling  tlioir  pigs.  They  pay  a  guinea  fur  a  cabbin,  and  10 
perch;  if  half  au  acre,  ££  2s.  A  whole  acre,  and  a  cabbin  on 
poor  ground,  £3  3j.  but  not  so  cheap  if  near  a  village.  Labour 
paid  in  land  in  general.      Grass  of  a  collop  £2  2t.  if  a  cow  hayed, 

Palatinea  were  settled  here  by  the  late  Lord  Southwell, 
about  aeventy  years  ago.'    They  have  in  general  leases  for 

'  The  x;hema  devised  in  1709  for  bringing  over  into  Ireland  Pala- 
tinate faiailiea  that  had  been  rendered  homeless  by  the  wan  wilh  France, 
was  a  part  of  the  policy  of  stamping  out  Irish  Catholicism,  which 
distinguisbfd  thn  whole  of  Quo«n  Anne's  reign.  According  to  a  Report 
eonlainad  in  the  Journals  of  the  Iriih  House  of  Commons  under  dale 
JulyaSth,  1711  (vol.  iii.  p.  S57),  five  hundred  faraiiies  were  "cmlarcdlo 
come  ot^r  into  this  kingdom  in  1709,  and  the  sum  of  £5,000  a  year 
for  three  yeirs  was  asiigned  for  their  mainlensnoe.  Eight  hundred 
■nd  twenty  families  (3,073  persons)  actually  landed  in  DnbTin  ;  bnc  4B3 
of  these  returned  to  their  own  country,  1S7  were  "  disposed  uf  in  the 
country,"  and  153  remained  in  Dublin,  The  coat  was  estimated  o( 
£17,000,  and,  according  to  Uitchel  ("  History  of  Ireland,"  i.  p.   6*), 


s,  though  every  facility  was  aflbrded  for  the  nalurulizalion  of 
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thre«  lives,  or  31  years,  and  are  not  cottars  ki  any  farmer, 
but  if  they  work  for  them,  are  paid  in  moncr.  The  quan- 
tities of  land  are  small,  and  some  of  them  have  their  feeding 
land  in  common  by  agreement.  They  are  different  from 
the  Irish  in  several  particulars ;  they  put  their  potatoes  in 
with  the  plough,  in  drills,  horse-hoe  them  while  ^^rowii^, 
and  plouj^li  them  out.  One-tbird  of  the  dung  does  in  this 
method,  for  they  put  it  only  in  the  furrows,  but  the  crops 
are  not  so  large  aa  in  the  common  method.  They  plough 
without  a  driver ;  a  boy  of  twelve  has  been  known  to  plough 
and  drive  four  Iiorsos,  and  some  of  them  have  a  hopper  in 
the  body  of  their  ploughs,  which  sows  the  land  at  the  same 
time  it  is  ploughed.     Their  course  of  crops  is, 

1.  Potatoes.    2.  Wheat.     3.  Wheat.    4.  Oats. 

1.  Potatoes.     2.  Barley.     3.  Wheat.     4.  Oats. 

In  which  management  they  keep  their  laud  many  years, 
never  laying  it  out  as  their  neighbours  do.  They  preserve 
some  of  their  German  customs:  sleep  between  two  beds. 
They  appoint  a  burgomaster,  to  whom  they  appeal  in  case 
of  all  disputes  ;  and  they  yet  preserve  their  huiguage.  but 
that  is  declining.  They  are  very  industrious,  and  in  con> 
sequence  are  much  happier  and  better  fed,  cloathed,  and 
lodged,  than  the  Irish  peasants.  We  must  not,  however, 
conclude  from  henco  that  all  is  owing  to  this ;  their  being 
independent  of  farmers,  and  having  leases,  are  circumstances 
which  wUl  create  industry.  Their  crops  are  much  better 
than  those  of  their  neighbour.  There  are  three  villages  of 
them,  about  seventy  families  in  all.  For  some  time  after 
they  settled,  they  fed  upon  sour  crout,  but  by  degrees  left 
it  off,  and  took  to  potatoes  :  but  now  subsist  upon  tbem  and 
butter  and  milk,  but  witli  a  great  deal  of  oat  bread,  and 
some  of  wheat,  some  meat  and  fowls,  of  which  they  raiae 
many.    They  have  all  offices  to  their  houses,  that  ia,  stables 

foreign  Proteslants.  The  Lonl«  in  1711  complained  to  Iha  (jimn  of 
"  the  load  oF  debt  wliioli  ihc  bringing  oTer  numbers  of  uaeleu  knd 
Indigent  Pnlntinca  baa  brauglit  upnn  a»;  "  and  sunie  jean  laltr  Dvmn 
Swift  declared  that  "  the  public  lias  a  loser  bj  uvery  individual  unoDKtl 
them.  A  kingdom  nin  no  more  be  riclier  hj  ancb  an  importation  than 
a  man  oan  be  fatter  by  a  wen."  Arthur  Young  speaka,  on  the  whole, 
favourably  of  such  falHtlnos  lu  he  wan  brought  into  contnct  with;  bat  he 
roundly  condomna  the  sygtem  of  importing  fureignere  and  treating  ibrm 
with  exceptionitl  gaocrosity  {fide  tf^/ra,  vol.  ii,  end  of  Section  SJ, 
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1  cow-houseB,  and  a,  lodge  for  their  ploughs,  &i:..  They 
f  leep  their  cows  in  the  house  m  winter,  feeding  them  upon 
hay  and  oat  straw.  Thej  are  remarkable  for  the  goodness 
and  cleanliness  of  their  houses.  The  women  are  ver^ 
induBtriouH,  reap  the  com,  plough  the  ground  sometimes, 
and  do  whatever  work  may  tie  going  on  ;  they  also  spin,  and 
make  their  children  do  the  same.  Their  wheat  is  mueli 
better  than  any  in  the  country,  insomuch  that  they  get  a 
better  price  than  any  body  else.  Their  industry  goes  so 
far,  that  jocular  reports  of  its  excess  are  spread  :  in  a  very 
pinching  season,  one  of  them  yoked  his  wife  against  a  horse, 
and  went  in  that  manner  to  work,  and  finished  a  journey  at 
plough.  The  industry  of  the  women  is  a  perfect  contrast  to 
the  Irish  ladies  in  the  eabbins,  who  cannot  be  persuaded,  on 
any  consideration,  even  to  make  hay ;  it  not  being  the 
custom  of  the  country  ;  yet  they  bind  com,  and  do  other 
works  more  laborious.  Mrs.  Quin,  who  is  ever  attentive  to 
introduce  whatever  can  contribute  to  their  welfare  and 
happiness,  offered  many  premiums  to  induce  them  to  make 
hay,  of  hats,  cloaks,  stockings,  &c.  &e.  but  all  would 
not  do. 

Few  places  have  so  much  wood  about  them  as  Adair : 
Mr.  Quin  has  above  1,000  acres  in  his  hands,  in  which  a 
large  proportion  is  under  wood.  The  deer  park  of  400 
acres  is  almost  full  of  old  oak  and  very  fine  thorns,  of  a 
great  size  ;  and  about  the  house,  the  plantations  are  very 
extensive,  of  elm  and  other  wood,  but  that  thrives  better 
than  any  other  sort.  I  have  no  where  seen  finer  than  vast 
numbers  here.  There  is  a  fine  river  runs  under  the  house, 
and  within  view  are  no  less  than  three  ruins  of  Franciscan 
friaries,  two  of  them  remarkably  beautiful,  and  one  has 
most  of  the  parts  perfect,  except  the  roof. 

In  Mr.  Quin's  house,  there  are  some  very  good  pictures, 
particularly  an  Annunciation,  by  Dominichino,  which  is  a 
beautiful  piece.  It  was  brought  lately  from  Italy  by  Mr. 
Quin,  junior.  The  colours  are  rich  and  mellow,  and  the  airs 
of  the  beads  inimitably  pleasing ;  the  group  of  angels  at  the 
top.  to  the  left  of  the  piece,  are  very  natural.  It  is  a  piece 
of  great  merit.  The  companion  is  a  Magdalen  ;  the  expres- 
sion of  melancholy,  or  rather  misery,  remarkably  strong. 
There  is  a  gloom  in  the  whole  iu  foil  unison  with  the 


380  A   TOUR   IN    IRELAND.  [OCTOBBK, 

subject.  Tliere  aru,  liesides  thcBe,  some  others  iuferior,  vet 
of  merit,  and  two  very  gooil  portraits  of  Lord  Dartrj, 
(Mx9.  Quin'a  brother)  and  of  Mr.  Quin,  junior,  by  Pompeio 
Battoni.  A  piece  iu  an  uncommon  stUe,  done  on  oafe,  of 
Esther  and  AhaBUcrus :  the  colours  tawdry,  but  the  groiqh- 
ing  attitudes  and  effect  pleasing. 

October  Ttb,  to  Caatic  Oliver,  by  Bniff,'  paEsing  through  k  vetf 
Sne  tract  of  rich  reddish  loam.  The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  wsi 
usiduous  to  the  last  degree  to  hare  mo  completolj  iDrgrmed. 
About  his  scat,'  the  eoil  is  brown  stone  on  indifTercuC  slate  atratA, 
a  mountain  tops  are  thrown  into  the  bai^un 
n  forms,  topn,  bottoms  and  sides,  Is.  au  acre ;  furze  lud 
reclaimed,  and  some  from  ISi,  to  '20*.  Farms  of  all  sizes,  but  thtt< 
Dccupjmg  tenants  have  rrom  15  to  100  acres,  sume  30O,  Th« 
course  of  crops  : 

1.   Potatoes.     2.  Potatoes.     3.  Potatoes.     4.  Oats.      S.  Oats. 
6.  Oats.     7.  Laj  out:  sometimes  only  two  ofpotaloes. 

They  manure  for  potatoes  with  all  the  dung  they  can  gi 
Very  little  under  tillage,  and  the  grass  applied  chiefly  to  dainM. 
In  one  particular  they  are  very  attentive;   to  conduct  the  n 
t«iR  streams  iuto   their  grass  lands  ;  cutting  little  channels,  tO 
introduce  the  water  as  much  as  possible  over  the  whole ; 
though  it  comes  from  a  poor  mountain  of  brown  stone,  or  turf^ 
yet  the  benefit  they  find  to  be  very  great.     This  is  a  general 
custom  among  all  the  little  occupiers  i  and  they  are  frequently 
coming  to  Mr.  Oliver,  with  complaints  of  each  other  for  divertjng, 
or  stealing  one  another's  streams.     This  is  au  instance  of  excellent' 
husbandry,  which  I  do  not  recollect  meeting  with  before  in  Ireland. 
They  always  mow  it  the  year  they  water  it,  and  their  crops  of  bftf, 
S  ton,  or  3^  an  acre.      They  do  not  reclaim  any  mountain 
sometimes   a  little   furze   land  for  potatoes.     Thej  have 
Ume-stone  sand ;  but  being  at  a  distance,  they  use  it  in 
quantities,  a  few  barrels   an   acre  sown  for  potatoes,  which   is 
effectual  in  preventing  them  from  being  wet  or  rotting.      Tba 
state  of  the  poor  people  better  in  these  mountainous  tracts  tha 
upon  the  rich  flats  of  Limerick,  both  from  there  being  more  en 
ployineut  and  greater  plenty  of  Isnil  for  them.      Some  few  fftrn 

loarliPl-lown  in  llic  cnstpm  divigion  nf  co.  LinHTick, 
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1  in  partnership.  The  cattle  ajatera  in  generally  daiiying 
,  which  arc  nil  set  to  dairynicii.  There  lias  bccu  a  fall  in 
rents  since  1771-2,  of  2,!.  3*.  or  4s.  an  acre,  but  it  is  not  falling 
at  present.  Building  a  cabbin  £4  to  £5.  Ditto  stoue,  elate,  &c. 
£25. 

Relative  to  the  rich  lands  of  this  country,  they  are  principally 
found,  first  in  the  barony  of  Small  County,  which  is  rich ; 
Goonagh  haa  much;  Coshlea  a  great  deal,  and  much  mountain; 
Clanwilliam,  a  good  share.  The  rich  land  reaches  from  Charle- 
ville,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  to  Tipperary,  by  Kilfenning.  a 
line  of  twenty-five  miles,  and  across  from  Ardpatric  to  within 
fonr  miles  of  Limerick,  16  miles.  Bruff,  Kilmallock,  and  IIos- 
pital  hare  very  good  land  about  them ;  the  quantity  in  the  whole 
conjectured  to  be  100,000  acres.  It  is  in  general  imder  bullocks, 
but  there  is  some  tillage  scattered  about,  to  the  amount  probably 
of  a  fifteenth  of  the  whole ;  the  rents  are  from  25*.  to  40».  but 
average  30«.  an  acre. 

The  county  of  Limerick,  besides  the  rich  grazing,  has  a  light 
lirae-Btone  land  for  sheep  and  cows,  at  Iflj.  to  20».  There  ore 
also  yellow  clays,  from  lOi.  to  20i.  also  middling  land  of  Airie 
ftnd  fern,  from  lOi.  6(f.  to  £1  \»,  Some  mountain  Is.  likewise 
fifteen  miles  of  corcassea  on  the  Shannon,  two  U)  three  miles 
broad.  Average  of  the  whole  county,  20*.  The  county  of  Tip- 
perary, 18*. 

As  to  the  soil  I  am  able  to  speak  of  it  particularly,  for  Mr. 
Oliver  was  so  kind  as  to  ride  through  a  great  variety  of  it,  a  man 
with  a  spade  following  to  dig ;  the  finest  soil  in  the  country  is 
npon  the  roots  of  mountains ;  it  is  a  rich,  mellow,  crumbling, 
putrid,  sandy  loam,  eighteen  inches  to  three  feet  deep,  the  colour 
a  reddish  brown.  It  is  dry  sound  land,  and  woold  do  fur  tumeps 
exceedingly  well,  for  carrots,  for  cabbages,  and  in  a  word  for 
every  thing.  I  think  upon  the  whole,  it  is  the  richest  soil  I  ever 
saw,  and  such  as  is  applicable  to  every  purpose  you  can  wish  ;  it 
will  fat  the  largest  bullock,  and  at  the  same  time  do  equally  well 
_  for  sheep,  for  tillage,  for  tumeps,  for  wheat,  for  beans,  and  in  a 
word,  for  every  crop  and  circumstance  of  profitable  husbandry. 

The  lower  lands  are  wetter,  and  under  them  t  yellow  clay, 
whereas  in  the  upper,  it  is  sandy  loam  to  a  considerable  depth. 
The  rent  in  England  would  be  considerably  higher  than  this  of 
the  bullock  land  in  Ireland. 

The  farms  are  of  all  sites.     The  bullock  farms  i-iae  to  600 
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acre*,  which  quantity  is  a  lai^c  farm ;  but  tbcre  arc  man;  n 
ones  under  cottars  and  dairjmeD :   the  general  run  in  at 
u  liullock  of  four  and  a  half  to  seven  cwt.  overage  five  hundred  « 
a  half  to  tliG  acre,  and  quarter  for  the  aummer's  grass :   but  tl 
not  general!}'  having  a  bullock  to  an  acre,  is  owing  to  their  kee 
ing  sheep  and  calves  so  late,  in  which  ihey  do  CTen 
The  winter's  hay  amoimta  ta  about  a  rood,  besides  the  acre  fl 
tlic  snoimer  food.      These  beasts  are  bought  in  at  au 
three  or  four  years  old,  average  price,  £S,  they  are  fed  r^nlai 
through  tlie  winter  with  hay  every  day  in  the  fields  where  tl 
are  to  be  fattened  iu  summer  ;  they  chiue  the  dry  fields  for  it,  h 
still  mischief  is  done  by  it.      All  the  hay  is  stacked  in  t 
for  this  purpose.     The  time  of  selling  autunui.     The  profit  tl 
make  per  bullock  on  an  average,  about  three  guineaa. 
principal  winter  system  is  buying  calves,  at  £1   Is.  to  £2  9l*9 
keeping  them  till  May,  and  then  sclhng  them  at  20/.  to  30*.  profivl 
but  give  theni  a  bellyful  of  their  best  hay.     A  great  manyalte^V 
are  also  sent  to  be  wintered  from  Tipperary,  which  is  extra-  < 
ordinary,    as   their   own   lands   are   much   drier  than   these   of 
Limerick  :   they  do  this  by  hiring  farms  for  the  purpose.      Ttus 
is  one   of  the  most   profitable   articles;  they  bring  the  spring 
lambs  in  October,  and  keep  them  till  Uay,  and  then  aend  tbem 
back  to  TipfiDrary,  and  they  are  much  better  than  those  they  left 
there. 

The  graziers  are  many  of  them  rich,  but  generally  speaking, 
not  BO  uiuch  from  the  immediate  profit,  as  from  aiWantageoos 
leases.  I  wanted  much  to  be  informed  of  their  profit,  but  it  is 
exceedingly  difficult  to  come  near  it,  for  not  a  graaicr  in  the 
country  but  denies  his  making  any  thing  considerable:  this  is 
supposed  to  be  a  great  piece  of  art,  but  I  am  very  apt  to  think 
the  truth  not  so  far  from  the  declaration,  at  least  as  well  aa  I  am 
able  to  judge  from  the  information  1  have  received. 


Itcnt  of  an  acre  and  a  liulffur  a  bullock  ,     .     . 
County  c*8»,  at  6d 

Mowing  and  making  one-third  of  an  acre  hay  . 

A  bulln.-k  £5  bierest  at  G  per  rent 

Labour  li.  6d,  an  icro 
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From  tbis  ia  to  Lo  dc(5iicted  tlie  whole  of  clisnces,  the  loss  of 
cattle,  &c.  aiid  from  what  I  was  alilc  to  pick  up,  1  have  reason  to 
believe  that  it  does  not  exceed  tOi.  an  acre,  at  most.  The  sum 
neceaatiry  to  stock  £6  an  acre.  I  must  observe  that  the  profit  is 
ver;  low  fur  land  to  yield,  which  is  of  such  cxtraordioftry  fertility  ; 
it  is  of  that  soil  wbiuh  would  do  very  well  for  tillable,  for  though 
it  ia  not  drj,  jet  it  has  not  the  wetness  of  our  Englieh  clajs,  and 
would  in  a  course  of  good  tillage,  pay  infinitely  better  as  every 
person  must  admit  who  is  at  all  acquainted  with  the  wet  lands  of 
Norfolk,  SulTuIk,  Essex,  &c.  I  am  however  very  far  from  recom- 
mending it,  for  if  the  Irish  tillage  should  he  introduced,  the  very 
contrary  would  be  the  case,  and  the  landlord  suffer  exceedingly 
from  his  estate  being  exhausted.  In  no  part  of  Ireland  have  I 
seen  more  careless  mtuiagement  than  in  these  rich  lands.  The 
face  of  the  country  is  that  of  desolation  ;  the  grounds  are  over-run 
with  thistles,  (carrfuiu)  ragwort,  (tenecio Jacobaa)  &c.  to  excess; 
the  fences  are  mounds  of  earth,  full  of  gaps;  there  is  no  wood, 
and  the  general  countenance  is  such,  that  you  must  examine  into 
the  Hoil  before  you  will  believe  that  a  country,  which  bu  so 
beggarly  an  appearance,  can  be  so  rich  and  fertile. 

To  shew  the  rise  of  land,  Sir  Harry  Harpaon  has  a  farm  of  400 
acres,  which  his  grandfather  let  in  1676,  at  An.  6d.  an  acre, 
and  thought  so  dear  that  an  offer  of  a  score  of  sheep  and  two 
goats  were  olfered  to  be  off;  it  would  let  now  at  30j.  I  had  this 
fact  from  himself.  The  breed  of  cattle  here  is  all  long-homed. 
There  are  some  cows  fattened  also,  but  not  near  so  many  as  oxen. 
Likewise  some  dairies,  which  are  set,  one  cwt.  butter,  and  20f. 
hom-money.  The  dairyman's  privilege  is  two  or  three  cows,  a 
cabbio  and  a  garden.  The  number  of  cows  seldom  above  a  score: 
but  they  are  found  so  troublesome  and  imposiug,  that  they  hove 
taken  a  different  method,  and  employed  dairywumeo  on  their  own 
account. 

Great  quantities  of  flax  sown  by  all  the  poor  and  little  farmers, 
wliich  is  spun  in  the  country,  and  a  good  deal  of  bundle  cloth 
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acrea,  whicb  quantity  is  ft  Urge  fttrm  :  but  there  are  nuuij  null 
ones  uuder  cottars  uiil  dBirynien  :  the  gcDcral  run  in  stocking  is 
a  bullock  of  foui'  and  aLivlf  toscvencwt.  BTcroge  five  hnnd red  md 
a  half  td  tbe  acre,  and  quarter  fur  tlic  eiimmer's  grass :  but  their 
not  geaerallj'  having  a  bullock  to  an  acre,  is  owing  to  tbeir  keep- 
ing abecp  and  calves  bo  late,  in  which  they  do  cTCn  to  June. 
Tbe  winter's  bay  amounts  ta  about  a  rood,  besides  the  acre  fi>r 
tbe  summer  food.  These  bemets  arc  bought  in  U,  autumn,  at 
three  or  four  jeara  old,  average  price,  £S,  thej  are  fed  regularly 
through  the  winter  with  hay  everj  daj  in  the  fields  where  thejr 
are  to  be  fattened  in  eumraer ;  they  cbiisc  tbe  dry  fields  fbr  it,  but 
still  mischief  is  done  by  it.  All  the  bay  is  stacked  in  the  fields 
for  this  purpose.  The  time  of  selling  autumn.  The  profit  the/ 
make  per  bullock  on  an  average,  about  three  guineas.  The 
principal  winter  system  is  buying  calves,  at  £1  1«.  to  £S  it. 
keeping  tbem  till  May,  and  then  selling  them  at  20t.  to  SOt.  profit, 
but  give  them  a  bellyful  of  their  best  hnj.  A  great  manj  ah«ep 
are  also  sent  to  be  wintered  from  Tipperary,  which  is  extra- 
ordinary, as  their  own  lands  are  much  drier  than 
Limerick  :  they  do  this  by  hiring  farms  for  tbe  purpose.  Thilj 
is  one  of  tbe  most  profitable  articles;  they  bring  the  sprinfj 
lambs  in  October,  and  keep  them  till  May,  and  then  send 
back  to  Tipperary,  and  they  are  much  better  than  those  they  li 

The  graiiers  are  many  of  them  rich,  but  generally  speaking, 
not  so  much  from  the  immediate  profit,  as  from  advantagecnu 
leases.  I  wanted  much  to  be  informed  of  their  profit,  but  it  U 
exceedingly  dillicult  to  come  near  it,  for  not  a  graticr  in  the 
country  but  denies  his  making  any  thing  considerable:  tliia  i* 
BUppoBCil  to  be  a  great  ]iiece  of  art,  but  I  am  very  apt  to  think 
tbe  truth  not  so  far  from  the  declaration,  at  least  as  well  aa  I 
able  to  judge  from  the  information  I  have  received. 
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Itirnt  of  an  acre  and  a  linirfur  a  bullork 9  IS    i 

County  cess,  ot  6d _ 

Mowing  and  making  onelhird  of  un  acre  hay 

A  buUoi:k  £5  inlermt  at  G  per  roni 

labour  1>.  6d.  an  acre 


From  this  is  to  be  ilciliictcd  llic  wbolc  of  cliaaces,  the  loaa  of 
cftttte,  Sec.  and  from  what  I  waa  able  to  pii:k  up,  1  have  reason  to 
believe  that  it  dues  not  exceed  lOi.  an  acre,  at  must.  The  auu 
'  neceasar/  to  stock  £6  an  acre.  I  must  observe  that  the  profit  b 
Terj  low  fur  land  to  yield,  which  ia  of  such  extraordiDarj  fertility ; 
it  is  of  that  soil  which  would  do  verj  well  for  tillage,  for  though 
it  is  not  drjr,  jet  tt  has  not  the  wetuesa  of  our  English  claja,  and 
would  in  a  course  of  good  tillage,  pa;  infinitelj  better  as  evei; 
peraon  must  admit  who  ia  at  all  acquainted  with  the  wet  londa  of 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Essei,  &e.  I  am  however  very  far  from  recom- 
mending it,  for  if  tlie  Irish  tillage  should  be  introduced,  the  very 
contrary  would  be  the  caae,  and  the  landlord  suffer  exceedingly 
&om  hia  estate  being  exhausted.  In  no  part  of  Ireland  have  I 
seen  more  carcleas  management  than  in  these  rich  lands.  The 
face  of  the  country  is  that  of  desolation ;  the  grounds  are  over-run 
with  thistles,  (carrfuuj)  ragwort,  {iieiucio  jacobtsa)  &.c.  to  excess; 
the  fences  are  mounds  of  earth,  full  of  gaps;  there  is  no  wood, 
and  the  general  countenance  is  such,  that  you  umst  examine  into 
the  soil  before  you  will  believe  that  a  country,  which  has  so 
beggarly  an  appearance,  cau  be  so  rich  and  fertile. 

To  shew  the  rise  of  laud.  Sir  Harry  Uarpson  baa  a  farm  of  400 
acres,  which  his  grandfather  let  in  1676,  at  An.  Gd.  an  acre, 
and  thought  so  dear  that  an  offer  of  a  score  of  sheep  and  two 
goats  were  offered  to  be  off;  it  would  let  now  at  30(.  I  had  this 
fact  from  himself.  The  breed  of  cattle  here  is  all  long-homed. 
There  are  some  cows  fattened  also,  but  not  near  so  many  as  oxen. 
Likewise  some  <lairies,  which  are  set,  one  cwt.  butter,  and  20t. 
horn-money.  The  dairyman's  privilege  is  two  or  three  cows,  a 
cabbin  and  a  garden.  The  number  of  cows  seldom  above  a  score: 
but  they  are  found  so  troublesome  and  imposiug,  that  they  have 
taken  a  different  method,  and  employed  dairywomen  on  their  own 
account. 

Great  quantities  of  flax  sown  by  all  the  poor  and  titttc  farmers, 
which  is  spun  in  the  country,  and  a  good  deal  of  handle  cloth 
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mmic  of  it.     This  ani  pigs  are  two  great  artjolca  of  profit  herai 
tlipy  ke«p  gri'ut  tinuii'erc,  yet  the  poor  in  this  rich  tract  of  couotf^ 
are  very  badly  off.      Land  is  >>□  valuable,  that  all  along  a«  I  c 
from  Druff,  their  cabbins  arc  generally  in  the  road  ditch, 
numbers  of  tliem  without  the  least  garden ;  the  potatoe  land  b< 
assigned  them  upon  the  farm  where  it  suits  the  master  best.     The 
price  they  pay  ia  very  great,  from  £A  to  £5  an  acre,  with 
cabbiii ;  and  for  the  grass  of  a  cow,  40«.  to  45i,     They  are,  if 
any  thing,  worse  oH  tlian  they  were  twenty  yeu?  ago.     A  cabbin, 
an  acre  of  land,  at  40j.  and  the  grass  of  two  cows,  the  recoiopencB 
of  the  year's  labour :   but  are  paid  in  difierent  places  by  an  acre  of 
grass  for  potatoes  at  £5.     Thoae  who  do  not  get  milk  to  thek 
potatoes,  eat  mnstard  with  them,  raising  the  seed  for  the  purposo. 
The  population  of  the  country  increases  exceedingly,  but 
the  higher  lands  ;  ucw  cabbins  are  building  every  where.      Th» 
tillage  in  these  rich  lands  consists  in, 

1.  Totatoes.     2.  Potatoes.      3.  Barley      4.  Wheat.      6. 

6.  Oats. 
1.  Potatoca.     2.  Potatoes.     (On  spots  J  or  J  acre  flax 

the  2d  potatoes).     3.  Wheat.     4.  Barley.     5.  Oats.     6.  OaO, 

7.  Oats.      8.   Oats.     9,  Lay  it  out. 
Mr.  Oliver  haa  known  130  Bristol  barrels,  each  fuar  linsheli 

heaped  of  potatoes,  which  make  six  bushels,  or  900  from  an  acre. 
The  weight,  strike  measure,  IS  stone.  The  comuou  crop,  ISO 
heaped  barrels,  at  4a.  average  priee.  Opinions  differ  mnoh, 
whether  the  second  crop  is  better  or  worse,  but  from  one  practice 
they  have,  I  am  clear  which  it  must  be ;  for  they  trust  to  thtt 
small  potatoes  left  in  the  ground  as  seed,  which  are  necesaarilf 
irregulnrT  and  I  have  found,  by  various  trials,  that  a  slice  of  » 
middling  pnlatoe  is  far  better  than  a  whole  small  one. 

Potatoes. 


huir,  ai  10s. 


Di»!i"S «  1» 

Carrying  out 0    3 

Trenching  and  sowing IS 

Weeding 0  10 

Digging  out I   10 

"     "^                                      O  10 


Jigging  out 


Carrii'd  fi.ri 


ini   t 
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Brouyhl  Turivard  1,1  5  S 

CBrrjing  bomo ii  9  G 

Housing II  G  0 

f  Hckbg (I  10  (1 

p9>ili8 0  u  0 

£15  3  2 

Chop. 

i.  One  hundred  niiii  fifty  bufrolB.  at  -lit.  c»ch :ll)  0  0 

fjExpencCS 1S33 

VtnRl 14  16  10 

_^,w  hundred  barrels,  al  As.  each SO  0  0 

[Zxpenoes 15  3  3 

Profit £l  16  10 
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The  Briutol  barrel,  wiiicli  19  licre  charged  at  4if.,  is  heaped,  and 
weights  22  Btonc.  The  quality  of  the  cum  raised  cm  thet>e  rit-h 
Iftiids  is  much  better  than  anj  other  in  the  couutrj  ;  the  quantity 
of  barley,  per  acre,  12  Bristol  barrels. 

Mr.  Ryvcs,  a  geatlemon  of  the  neighbourhood,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  at  Castle  Oliver:  on  3}  acres  soned  nine 
bushels  of  bere,  from  which  111  Bristol  barret  a,  striked  measure. 
or  wheat,  the  i^rops  Suctuating,  but  a  middling  one  12  horrela. 
Mr,  Ryvea  has  had  20  of  oats,  generally  13.  All  these  cropa 
■are  nith  good  tillage ;   there  arc  many  who  do  not  get  near  so 

There  is  a  bolting  mill  at  Limerick,  at  Annsgrove,  at  Marie- 
field,  at  Clonmell,  at  Castle  Hyde,  at  Newport  ;  hence  therefore 
there  is  no  want  of  a  market  in  this  country  for  com.  I  was 
surprised  to  find  that  land,  in  this  rich  coimtrj,  sells  at  as  many 
years  purchase  as  in  mountain  tracts.  Limerick  is  fanioua  for 
pyder ;  the  finest  cakaggee  is  at  Mr.  Waller's,  Mr.  Mossey's. 
Mr.  Westrope's,  Mr.  Monson's,  &a.  The  soil  of  the  orchards 
thin,  on  lime -stone. 

Mr.  Oliver  has  practised  husbandry  on  a  pretty  extensive 
scale.  A  considerable  part  of  big  land  is  improved  mountain, 
which  he  grubbed  and  cleared  of  spontaneous  rubbish,  and 
manured  with  lime-stone  saml ;  anil  then  cultivated  some  for 
eom,  and  some  for  turncps:  where  the  land  is  boggy,  he  bunii, 
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in  order  to  get  rid  of  that  soil,  whlcti  be  conBtdcrs  ae  wortli  bat 
little.  Whatever  he  bows,  the  land  runs  at  once  immediatel;  tff 
thick  line  gnas,  even  od  the  mounlain  top ;  so  that  it  sliibble 
will,  in  tlie  lirst  year,  jield  a  great  crop  of  haj.  A  strong  proof 
how  adapted  this  coiiiitr;  is  to  pasturage.  In  the  breed  of  cattle 
he  has  been  very  attentive,  purchasing  bulls  and  cows,  at  ths 
expence  of  twenty  guineas  each,  of  the  long-horued  LuiCBahin 
breed,  ai)d  from  them  haa  bred  others.  I  saw  two  exceeding 
well-made  bulls  of  a  year  old  of  his  breeding,  which  would  hsTa 
made  a  considerable  figure  in  Leicestersbire.  Turnips  he  lut 
cultivated  for  man;  jeara,  applying  them  chiefly  to  feeding  deer; 
but  he  has  fattened  some  ebeep  ou  tbem  with  good  ano 
HoUow  draining  bo  has  practised  upon  an  extensive  scale, 
laid  a  large  tract  of  wet  land  dry  by  it. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Mr.  Otirer's  colopy  of  Palnllnes  at  Rathkeal.—His  pictures  at  Caslll 

Oliter Sheep,  fa  nninf;  in  Tipperary.^Lady  Clan  William's  ptBntatir~* 

—lord   da    MonUll    at    Diindrum.— Cashel.— Clonme!.— Sir    Will 
Osborne's   mounlaiu   imjiruvements. — "  Eiaplnj,  don't  hang  them. 

Emigritiani. 


MR.  OLIVER  planted  a  colony  of  Falatinee  15  j( 
ago,  from  almut  Rathkeal,  66  families  in  ono  ji 


which  made  700  Proteiatants,  ou  his  own  estate, 
them  upon  spots,  of  from  thirteen  to  thirty  aeres  eod^ 
charging  tbom  only  two-thirds  of  the  rent,  which  be  coaU 
get  of  others ;  built  bouses  for  tbem  at  the  expence  of  aboVl 
i^SOO,  gave  tbem  leases  for  three  lives.  The,benefit  of  ihea 
has  been  introducing  much  tillage ;  to  the  proportion  ( 
their  little  farms,  they  till  much  more  than  the  Iri  * 
They  drill  their  potatoes,  and  on  stubble  land  worn  o 
House  their  cattle,  feeding  them  with  hay,  and  raisi 
thereby  dung.  They  are  cleaner  and  neater,  and  live  vaw 
better ;  are  better  cloatbed,  and  all  of  them  bare  neat  Utt 
kitchen  gardens.  Many  of  them  labour  for  nobody  1 
themeelves,  and  none  of  them  constantly  for  others,  beili| 
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employed  principallj  on  their  own  little  farms.     They  live 
partly  on  sour  crout. 

Castle  Oliver  is  a  place  almost  entirely  of  Mr.  Oliver's 
creation ;  from  a  house,  surrounded  with  cabbins  and 
rubbish,  he  has  fixed  it  in  a  fine  lawn,  surrounded  by  good 
wood.  The  park  he  has  very  much  improved  on  an  excel- 
lent plan ;  by  means  of  seven  feet  hurdles,  he  fences  off  part 
of  it  that  wants  to  Iw  tIeaJied  or  improved,  these  he  culti- 
vates, and  leaves  for  )^rass,  and  then  takes  another  spot, 
which  is  by  much  the  best  way  of  doing  it.  In  the  park  ia 
a  glen,  an  English  mile  long,  vrinding  in  a  pleasing  manner, 
vrith  much  wood  hanging  on  the  banks.  Mr.  Oliver  has 
conducted  a  stream  through  this  rale,  and  formed  many 
little  water-falls  in  an  exceeding  good  taste,  chiefly  over- 
hung with  wood,  but  in  some  places  open  with  several  little 
rills,  trickling  over  stones  down  the  slopes.  A  path  winds 
through  a  large  wood  and  along  the  brow  of  the  glen  ;  this 
path  leads  to  an  hermitage,  a  cave  of  rock,  in  a  good  taste, 
and  to  some  benches,  from  which  the  views  of  the  water 
and  wood  are  in  the  sequestered  stile  they  ought  to  be.  One 
of  these  little  views,  which  catches  several  falls  under  the 
arch  of  the  bridge,  is  one  of  tho  prettiest  touches  of  the 
kind  I  have  seen.  Tho  vale  beneath  the  house,  when  viewed 
from  tho  higher  grounds,  is  pleasing ;  it  is  very  well 
wooded,  there  being  many  inclosures,  surrounded  by  pine 
tree^,  and  a  thick  fine  mass  of  wood  rises  from  them  up 
the  mountain  side,  makes  a  very  good  figure,  and  would  be 
better,  had  not  Mr.  Oliver's  father  cut  it  into  vistas  for 
shooting.  Upon  the  whole,  the  place  is  highly  improved, 
and  when  the  mountains  are  planted,  in  which  Mr.  Oliver 
is  making  a  considetable  progress,  it  will  be  magnificent. 

In  the  house  are  several  fine  pictures,  imrticularly  five 
pieces  by  Seb.  Eicci,  Venus  and  ^neas ;  Apollo  and  Pan ; 
Venus  and  Achilles ;  and  Pyrrhus  and  Andromaoho,  by 
L&zzerini  ;  and  tho  Bape  of  the  Lapithte  by  the  Centaurs : 
the  last  is  by  much  the  finest,  and  is  a  very  capital  piece ; 
the  expression  is  strong,  the  figures  are  in  bold  relief,  and 
the  cmouring  good.  Venus  and  Achilles  is  a  pleasing 
picture ;  the  Continence  of  Scipio  is  well  grouped,  but 
"  Scipio,  as  in  every  picture  I  ever  saw  of  him,  has  no  exjires- 
I  riou.     Indeed,  chastity  is  in  the  countenance  so  pagsive  a 
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virtue  OS  uut  Ui  bo  at  all  suited  to  the  genius  of  ptuutu 
the  ideH  ia  rath<?r  Ihat  of  insipidity,  and  accordingly  Seipn 
expression  ia  generally  insipid  enough.  Two  fine  pieces,  B 
Lucca  Jordano,  Hercules  and  Ant«UB ;  Sampson  killing  tl 
lion :  both  dark  and  horrid,  but  they  are  highly  finis) 
and  striking.  Six  heads  of  old  men.  by  Nogari.  excellt 
and  four  young  women,  in  the  cliaraeter  of  the  seasons. 

October  9tii.  left  Ciistle  Oliver.  Had  I  followed  my  inclinatian, 
my  stay  would  hnve  been  much  longer,  for  I  found  it  equally  the 
residence  of  entertninmciit  luid  instruction,  rassed  throngb 
Kilfennan'  and  Duntreleogue,  in  my  way  to  Tipperary,  1^. 
road  leailB  every  where  on  the  sides  of  ihe  hille,  so  as  to  give  ftii 
very  distinct  view  of  the  lower  grounds  ;  the  soil  oil  the  w»y  il ' 
the  same  sort  of  sandy  reddish  loam  1  have  already  described, 
incomparable  land  for  tillage  :  as  I  advanced,  it  grew  BomethtDg 
lighter,  and  in  many  places  free  from  gravel.  Bullocks  die 
stock  ail  the  way.  Towards  Tipperary  I  saw  vast  numbers  of 
sheep,  and  many  hnllocks.  All  this  line  of  country  ia  part  of 
the  famous  Golden  Vale.  To  Thomas  Town,''  where  I  was  so  an- 
fortuiiate  as  not  to  find  Air.  Mntlhew  at  home  ;  the  domun  u 
1,500  £nglish  acres,  so  well  planted,  that  I  could  hardly  believe 
myself  in  Ireland.  There  is  a  hill  in  the  park,  from  which 
view  of  it,  the  country  and  the  Galtics,  are  striking. 

To  the  Ear]  of  Clanwilliam's,  where  I  was  particularly  fortui 
in  meeting  Messrs.  Macarthy  and  Keating,  bodi 
greatest  farmers  that  ever  were  in  Ireland.  The  country  iaafllj 
under  sheep,  and  the  soil  dry  sandy  loam.  The  sheep  system 
Tipperary  is  to  breed  and  keep  the  lambs  till  three-year  oH' 
wethers,  fat,  and  aell  them  at  S6f.  at  an  average ;  keep  the  ewe 
lambs,  and  cull  the  old  stock,  seUing  an  equal  nnmbcr  of  fat 
ewes  at  three  to  four  years  old,  the  average  price  20*.  in  October ; 
the  wool  of  all  the  stock  in  general  amounts  to  three  deeces,  per 
stone,  of  16  lb.  or  fi».  a  head.  From  hence  to  Clonmell,  there 
are  many  sheep  ;  to  Cnllen  in  Killkeiiny,  three  or  four  miles 
beyond  Thui-lcs,  within  two  miles  of  CuUen,  three  or  four  and 
twenty  miles  N.  to  8.  and  from  Cullca  to  within  three  milea  (i£ 
Cullen,  which  is  30 :  geoerally  speaking,  this  is  all  sheep, 
there  are  many  spots  in  it  where  bullocks  are  fed.     The 
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niixeil  witli  alicep  aro  tisually  i.-alvp»,  bouKlit  in  at  six  to  eiglif 
iiiinitlis,  30*.  to  40.1.  avei-agu  32*.  and  wben  tliej  are  ihree  J'ear 
Dili,  Bend  them  to  the  richer  latidit  in  the  eonntj'  of  Limerick 
(where  every  Tipperary  grazier  has  a  farm)  to  fat.  When  they 
have  not  enough  of  their  own  rearing,  they  buy  three-year  olda 
at  BallynBsloe,  aod  fatten  them  in  Limerick.  In  general,  this 
land  will  carry  three  to  five  ahecp  to  the  acre,  and  bear  some 
calves  besides.  One  acre  and  three  ipiartcra  a  bullock  the  year 
through,  one  half  for  hay. 

Arra,i!;cmcnt  of  a  flM.k  of  2.r.00  i^heep. 
500  «wes. 
500  lambs. 
500  hi^garts. 
500  two-year  olds. 
Sao  fal  wetliers. 
•ibii  evBi,  added  to  stock,  instead  of  £50  older  odcb  sold  olT, 

2,500  ni  9  to  an  aero,  soo  acres. 

260  (kt  wethers,  at  26f 334  IB     0 

aSO  culled  ewes,  at  !0i :£50     0     0 

3,000  Seeoes,  at  6s 600    0    0 

£l,!74  IB     0 

A  part  of  the  stuck  of  fat  wethers  ia  kept  over  from  October 
to  the  spring,  for  the  Dublin  market,  not  merely  for  the  high 
price,  but  because  underlings,  and  nut  fat  in  autumn,  and  fieli  for 
less  than  the  rest,  seldom  more  than  19i.  or  20i.  To  3,000  sheep 
a  grazier  in  this  neighbourhood  has  30  acres  of  ttirnipa,  in  order 
to  feed  this  part  of  hia  wether  stock  with.  Mr.  Maearthy  with 
8,000  sheep,  has  seldom  more  than  30  acres.  This  ^yftem  will 
be  further  explained  by  Mr.  Allen's  stock, 

1,200  acres — 2,000  sheep,  besides  lambs — Sella  200  four-year 
old  wethers,  at  26j.— 200  three-year  olds,  at  26». — 200  barren 
ewea,  at  1B». — 2, 000  fleeces,  at  S».— 400  two-year  olds — 400  year 
olds— 500  Brood  ewes — 500  lambs— Land  to  feed  this  flock,  1,000 
acres.  Also  120  bullocks — 40  cows  and  spayed  heifers  and  work- 
ing bnllocks  for  work,  and  milk  breeding- — 30  horses,  marcs,  &c. 
—30  labourers,  5  shepherds— 20  acres  of  wheat — 10  barley — 10 
oalB — 10  turtiepn — 8  potatoes — 60  mowing  ground — Rent  of  this 
large  tract  of  sheep-land  from  20  to  25«. 
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Farms  arc  gcneraJlj  iarge,  commonly  3  or  4,000  acres,  and  riM 
lip  tx)  10.000,  of  nLicb  rjiiantit^  tbere  19  tme  fnmi,  this  i*  Mr. 
Uacarth^B,  of  Spring  House,  near  Tipperaij,  and  U  I  suppose  the 
most  considerable  one  in  tbe  world.  Uere  are  some  of  the 
particulars  of  it : 

9,000  acres  in  all— £10,000  rent— 8,000  aheep— 2,000  Ismbe— 
flflO  bullocks— 80  fat  cows^£20,000  vuliie  of  aUick — 200  jearlingi 
— 200  two-year  olds— 200  tliree-year  olds— 80  plongh  bulloclu 
^ISOhorsea,  mares,  and  foals — 150  to  200  labourers — 2O0  acre* 
tillage. 

Mr.  RicbFird  Dogherly,  of  Locklogher,  76  bage  of  wool  at 
300  lb.  to  600  lb.  this  year.  Loss  of  sheep  and  cattle  one-balf  per 
cent.  No  folding.  Por  hiring  and  Blocking,  £5  a 
shepherd  is  allowed  four  cows,  a  horse,  a  cabbb,  and  three  acrea 
of  garden,  and  aa  much  hay  as  thcj  like  fur  their  cattle. 

Slaughter  at  Corke  of  cows  and  bullocks  undoubtetUy  mncb 
lessened,      Tbe  increase   of   tillage   is    in    Tipperary    i 
bolting  nil  Is. 

The  quantity  of  tillage  in  this  country  trifling,  but  tbe  crops 
are  large  ;  there  are  several  courses.  Tbe  tumep  husbaDdt7 
often  upon  burnt  land,  some  on  lime  and  fallow,  and  some  c 
fallow  alone. 

1.    Tumeps.      2.   Fallow. 
6.   Onts.     7.   Oats.      8.   Oats. 

1.  Tumeps.     2.  Fallow.     : 
6.  OatH.      7.   Oats.      8.  Oats. 

1,   Burn  for  rape  seed. 


3.  Wheat.     4.    Oats.      5.    Osta. 

9.  Oats.      10.   Lay  it  out. 
:.  Potatoes.     4.  Bere.     0.  Wheat. 

9.  OatB. 

Wheat. 


1,  half  1  guinea  a  leap,  and 
>  him,   the   breed  much 


.  Oftta.     Lay  out.     And  sometimes   they   take  two   crops  of 
wheat.     They  never  hoe  turnips. 

Mr.  Dexter  of  Cullen,  had  a 
great   numbers   of   ewes   were   sent   1 
improring. 

Potatoes,  average  produce,  80  to  100  Bristol  barrels,  at  St. 
average  price,  and  the  poor  people  pay  S  to  6  guineas  for  land. 
They  onen  take  two  crops  with  adding  some  seed,  pay  the  sama 
price  for  the  second ;  tbey  pay  this  price  for  tiimcp  land  burnt ; 
grass  potatoes  not  generally  known.  The  quantity  of  wheat  10 
barrels  to  15. — Bere  15  to  18..— Barley  12  to  18. — Oats  12  ti 
Their  turnips  they  seldom  sow  before  the  I2th  of  July.  Their 
manures  are  lime  and  lime-stone  gravel,  the  gravel  for  crops,  aod 
lime  for  grass  ;  they  use  it  on  lime-stone  land,  and   with  great 
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tncceffl.  The  soil  a  mellow,  dry  sandy,  or  gravelly  loam, on  litne- 
Btone  or  lime-stone  gravel.  Much  bog  in  this  countrj,  that  of 
Allen  come*  in  a  line  through  the  Queen's  County  to  within  three 
miles  of  Cashel.  One-fifth  of  Tipperarj,  mountain,  the  rest  20i. 
an  acre.  Land  Bella  at  20  years'  puruhase.  Rents  hare  fallen 
four  or  five  shiUingB  an  acre  since  1771  and  1772. 

Price  of  Cattlf. 

Tearling  bullock,  £3  to  £3  lOi.  Store  bullock,  £6  to  £1. 
Fat  ditto,  £10  to  £12.  Profit  on  a  bullock,  £4  to  £4  10>.  A 
bnUock  fat  of  ten  guineas,  weighs  6  cwt. 

Newtown,  250  acres,  a  farm  of  Mr.  Dogherty's,  under  huliocks 
from  May  to  November,  and  1,100  lambs  all  winter  through. 

I  had  heard  much  of  the  late  Mr.  Kcating'a  farm,  of  Garranlad, 
as  the  largest  that  ever  was ;  his  son  gave  me  the  following 
particulars  of  it : 

£10,000  a  year  rent.  13,800  Irish  acres.  3,000  head  of  black 
cattle.  16,300  sheep.  300  horses.  AOO  couple  of  ducks.  300 
turkies.  90  hogsheads  of  cyder  a  year.  He  had  moat  of  the 
ground  Irom  OoHiiig  to  Clonmell.  CoUopa  here  in  order  are, 
1  fat  bullock.  2  yearlings.  3  calves. 
Palace,'  Carrick  on  Lish,  rents  SOi.  an 
te  of  the  poor  in  this  country  they  are 
acre  and  a  half  of  land,  for  which  they 
are  reckoned  £4,  and  fur  grass  of  a  cow  £2  2i.  Thej  live  upon 
potatoes  and  milk ;  generally  have  cows,  but  not  all,  and  those 
who  have  not,  buy,  but  very  many  of  them  have  for  the  half  year, 
only  potatoes  and  salt.  They  aJl  keep  piga.  They  are  juat  as 
they  were  20  years  ago.  Prices,  wheat  li.  Irf.  per  stone.  English 
barley,  lOrf.      Oals,  6(/.      Bere,  Id.      Hay,  £1  It.  9d  a  ton. 

Rape  is  very  commonly  sown  upon  burnt  land;  they  never  feed 
it,  but  let  it  stand  for  seed,  of  which  they  get  12  to  15  barrels, 
and  it  sells  at  XGii,  a  barrel.  Burning,  1  should  e;<p1ain,  is  only 
the  remaining  turf  after  two  ploughinga,  the  first  in  November, 
and  after  Christmas  a  croas  ploughing ;  harrow  in  March,  and 
burn  in  May. 

Accompanied  I^dy  Clanwilliam  in  a  drive  tlirougli  her 
plantatioas ;  ahe  has  planted  a.  broad  umi^in  for  Kferal 


1  horse.   6  sheep. 

To  Cnllen.'  Newtown 
acre.  Respecting  the  st 
paid  by  a  cabbin,  and  O' 
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milea  round  a  domaiti,  (wliich  liis  Lordship  walled  in  with 
intention  of  building)  and  iloiu?  it  with  equal  taste  and 
BUcceBS.  The  attention  she  has  given  to  this  rational  amuB»- 
ment,  and  the  sensible  and  agreeable  manner  in  which  nbo 
renders  every  tree  interesting  by  her  descriptions  and 
remarks,  arc  formed  to  set  oS  a  female  charai'ter  in  a  light 
at  least  as  respectable  and  as  amiable  as  the  most  brilliaiit 
exhibition  that  a  capital  can  witness.  The  twig  which  she 
plants  with  her  hand,  and  nourishes  by  her  care,  will  not 
disappoint  her  in  the  pleasure  she  expec-ts ;  it  will  thrivs 
with  her  attention,  and  greet  her  with  its  friendlj"  shade 
when  will  Dublin  prove  as  grateful? 

October  12th,  to  Lord  de  Mimtalt's,  at  Dundrum.'  I 
place  which  his  Lordship  has  onuunented  in  the  modem 
stile  of  improvement :  the  house  was  situated  in  the  midst 
of  all  the  regular  exertions  of  the  last  age.  Parterrea, 
parapets  of  earth,  straight  walks,  knots  and  clipt  hedges, 
all  which  he  has  thrown  down,  with  an  infinite  number  (rf 
hedges  and  ditches,  filled  up  ponds,  &c.  and  opened  on« 
very  noble  lawn  around  him,  scattered  negligently  over  with 
trees,  and  cleared  the  course  of  a  choaked  up  river,  so  that 
it  flows  at  present  in  a  winding  course  through  the  groundi. 
He  continues  this  work  of  dressing  the  fields  contiguous  to 
him,  to  give  them  a  neat  appearanrc,  and  advances  io  it 
every  year ;  even  his  tillage  Isjids  are  all  kept  in  tiie  same 
neat  manner,  with  fences  new  done,  and  the  whole  carrying 
the  most  cultivated  appearance. 

item  o(  Liisbandrj  in  an  ndiuirable  one  1  it  is 
to  take  farms  into  hii  uwn  hands,  as  the  lei 
1  for  improvement,  and  vrbcn  ilnnc  to  relet 
tliem.  TLiH  18  tJic  true  mgriculturc  fur  profit  fur  »  landlord  ; 
hai  upcin  this  eyntcm  improved  near  S,DOO  acrca.  Throwing  down 
the  old  miserable  fences  whicb  i>plit  the  farms  into  little  acrtpa  of 
fields,  and  made  new  ditches  for  drains  and  water- con rtes,  dispoaed 
the  new  fields  to  the  best  advantage,  drained  ihem  with  atoiM 
drains  where  wet,  brnkc  up  sui-b  of  tlie  grnsH  as  was  bad,  cultivated' 
it  enough  to  bring  it  into  proper  order,  and  laid  it  down  again  tQ 
meadow ;  there  cannot  be  a  better  cystem,  ur  more  caleutatcd  ■ 
ime  to  omument  a  country,  anil  improve  hi«  own  ettate. 
'  Dundrum,  nine  miles  noilli-fnsi  of  Tlppunry. 


Hia  Lordship's  sy 
n  the  great  outline 
ipire,  to  keep  then 
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Ills  LonlBhip  haa  also  fullotreil  several  practices  in  Turuiing, 
whicli  hftvc  proved  of  great  service  :  among  others,  keeping  liog« 
upon  elover.  He  barl  a  mind  to  sliew  the  coualrynian  that  they 
might  keep  many  hogs  (a  very  advanlageoua  Block  to  them)  by 
means  of  clover  ;  he  kept  four  sowb  and  twenty-four  pigR  the 
siimmeT  through  on  one  acre,  by  which  he  made  £10  prodncc. 
A  clear  proof  th«t  the  husbandly  would  be  highly  advantageoiifi 
with  thie  viev. 

Turnips  he  cullivales  upon  a  very  large  scale ;  was  the  first 
who  had  them  here  oti  stubbles  ;  he  lias  thirty  or  forty  acres,  and 
every  year  han  a  large  quantity  ;  drills  them  with  a  very  eheap 
simple  drill,  bin  own  invention,  and  thins  them  out  by  hand,  or 
hoee  them.  I  viewed  his  crop,  and  found  them  very  regular,  and 
of  a  good  size ;  with  the  leaves  of  the  whole  of  a  remarkable 
deep  green,  without  any  yellow  ones  :  more  so,  I  think,  than  in 
common  in  England  ;  ami  I  observed  the  same  circumstance  with 
the  other  crops  1  saw.  lie  uses  them  for  feeding  and  fattening 
■heep,  giving  them  ou  dry  grass  land ;  also  for  stall-feeding 
bullcickt^  and  fuids  the  aclvaulage  of  both  uses  so  great,  that  be 
does  not  know  what  he  should  do  without  them. 

In  the  winter  management  of  his  cattle,  he  proceeds  on  very 
different  prineiples  from  what  is  common  in  Iri'land  ;  instead  uf 
feeding  them  abroad,  and  for  that  purpose  stacking  the  hay  about 
the  fields,  he  ties  them  up  in  etalls,  of  which  he  has  many,  and  is 
erecting  more :  he  ties  up  above  100  head,  in  which  he  finds  the 
greatest  advantage,  both  in  the  cattle,  saving  food,  and  yielding 
dung.  The  breed  of  sheep  he  has  begun  to  change,  from  the 
long-legged  Tipperary  to  the  short  legs  of  Leicestershire ;  has 
several  tupfi  of  that  breed,  and  finds  that  the  change  is  uf  the 
highest  consequence.  Folding  he  has  practiced  with  the  greatest 
sueeess.  The  breed  of  hogs  he  has  also  changed  to  the  Berkshire, 
and  has  one  of  the  finest  boars  of  that  breed  I  have  seen. 

Cabbages  he  cultivated  for  several  years,  but  finds  them  burst 
too  soon  to  be  of  i;on9ider&ble  use ;  turnips  much  better ;  but 
Reynolds'  turnip -cabbage  he  finds  excellent  for  late  spring  food  ; 
has  eight  airci  of  very  fine  ones  this  year,  which  cost  him  just 
£20,  labour  of  manuring  included. 

Lord  de  Montalt  keeps  2,000  acres  in  his  hands,  1,500  sheep, 
40  plough  bullocks,  12  cown,  &c.  His  Lordship,  for  the  purpose 
of  draining  his  clny  landH,  ploughs  and  shovels  them  up  into  broad 
highlands,  so  as  to  form  regular  segments  of  circles,  in  the  manner 
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practised  in  iwme  counties  in  EngUiiil :  he  docs  tfais  that  tU 
furrows  may  be  drains  to  the  laad,  for  French  draias  will  not  run. 
owing  to  the  stiSbess  of  tbc  ctaj.  He  bas  not  much  of  this  land, 
howeTer ;  for  in  general  big  soil  ie  the  rich  reddish  sandj  loom  of 
the  Golden  Vale.'  He  does  much  of  his  ploughing  with  the  ploogli 
of  Warwick  and  Shropshire,  and  finds  it  answen  verj  well. 

The  mountain  lands  of  Tipperary  one-seventh  of  the  counlj, 
the  reit  lets  at  iOi,  an  acre  on  an  average.  There  is  lomc  woollen 
manufactory  scattered  through  it.eapecialljat  Thuries,  Tipperarr, 
Clortmell,  &c.  Mr.  John  Penning,  near  Colcbin,  emplovs  30 
combers.  The  year's  purchase  of  land  20,  va»  25  some  jcorj  ago. 
The  fall  owing  partly  to  the  expectation  of  an  absentee  land-tax. 

October  IStli,  leaving  Dundrum,  pa^aed  through  Casbet,* 
where  is  a  rock  and  ruin  on  it,  called  the  rock  of  Cashel, 
Bupposed  to  be  of  the  remotest  antiquity.  Towards  Clon- 
mell,'  the  whole  way  tlirough  the  same  rich  vein  of  red 
sandy  loam  I  have  so  often  mentioned :  I  examined  it  ID 
several  fields,  and  found  it  to  be  of  an  extraordinary  fertility, 
and  as  fine  turnip  land  aa  ever  I  eaw.  It  is  much  under 
Bheep  ;  but  towards  Clonmell  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
tillage. 

The  first  view  of  that  town  backed  by  a  high  ridge  of 
mountains,  with  a  beautiful  space  near  it  of  inclosnreo, 
fringed  with  a  scattering  of  trees,  was  very  pleasing.  I 
the  beat  situated  place  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  on 
Sure,  which  brings  up  boat^  of  ten  tons  burthen.  It  appean 
to  be  a  busy  populous  place,  yet  I  was  told  that  the  manu- 
facture of  woollens  is  not  considerable.  It  is  noted  for 
being  the  birthplace  of  the  inimitable  Sterne.  Within  two 
miles  of  it  is  Marlefield,  the  seat  of'St«pheii  Moore,  Esq. 
celebrated  in  Ireland  for  his  uncommon  exertions  in  evet^ 

'  A  local  name  for  the  valloj  of  Ihe  Suir,  co.  Tipperary. 

'  Cashel,  ro.   Tipperary,   the   ancient   rMidcnce   of  tlie   kings   < 
MuDiler.     The  mina  on  the  rock,  to  which  Toune  Touchsafra  a  paa^  ^ 
mention,  are  very  considerable,  and  are  reckoned  the  moat  inlereMinC 
in  Ireland.     They   include  a  round  lower,  ninety  feet  in  height,  thS 

Ealoce  of  Ihe  Muniter  kings,  a  stone-roofed  chapel,  said  lo  have  I 
uill  by  KingCorniikc  MacCarlhy  in  11S7,  the  cathedral,  1169,  and 

'  Clnnmcl,  on  Ihe  rirer  Snir,  which  here  divides  counties  Tippenry 
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branch  of  agriculture.  It  wa*  not  without  the  fjreateat 
(-■oncem  that  I  found  him  absent.  Seeing  thie  gentl«man 
however  in  London  afterwards,  he  was  kind  enough  to 
favour  me  with  the  following  partjculara ; 

His  mill  was  built  aeven  jears  ago,  and  coat  £13,000,  the  wages 
of  the  millera,  including  candles,  coals,  soap,  totlow,  &c.,  £700  or 
£800  B  jeur :  it  oontaiiis  9  stoiiea  for  wheat,  and  4  for  oatmeal  : 
it  bos  a  very  complete  apparatus  fur  aifling,  cleaning,  &c.,  and 
granaries  of  uncommon  magnitude,  holding  10,000  barrels :  began 
to  be  worked  with  only  3,000  barrels  of  wheat  in  a  year,  which 
has  risen  gradually  to  20,000  barrels  in  1776,  a  verj  strong  proof 
of  the  great  increase  of  tillage  in  the  neighbourhood.  Very  much 
of  it  is  between  Clonmell  and  Caehel,  in  which  tract  there  was 
formerly  more  sheep  in  one  parish,  than  now  in  three ;  also  much 
in  the  Corlcc  road  to  Cluheen,  but  no  mount»in-heath  ground 
improved.  The  change  has  been  from  sheep  to  bullocks.  He 
has  a  prospect  of  doing  yet  more,  and  at  the  same  time  that  other 
mills  hare  been  erected  that  grind  much,  perhaps  the  whole  is  not 
short  of  40,000  barrels.  The  farmers  do  not  bring  their  wheat 
from  a  greater  distance  than  16  miles.  Mr.  Moore  finds  it  neces- 
sary to  kiln-dry  alL  I  mciitioned  to  him  the  bad  colour  of  all  the 
wheat  in  his  own,  and  every  other  mill  in  Ireland  ;  he  attributed 
it  only  to  wet  harvests.  lie  sends  his  flour  to  Dublin,  on  the 
bounty,  which  rather  more  than  pays  tlie  expence  of  carriage,  Sd, 
per  cwt.  Never  exports  on  bis  own  account,  but  sends  a  little  to 
Waterford.  It  goes  to  Dublin  in  cars,  which  takes  each  eight  to 
ten  cwt.,  that  in  from  four  ti)  five  bags.  He  used  to  pay  Sn.  a  cwt. 
in  winter,  and  3».  Sd.  in  Bummer  for  84  miles,  but  uow  the  price 
is  Qt.  Sd.  in  summer,  and  3s.  in  winter.  Mr.  Moore  tried  English 
broad  wheeled  waggons,  with  high  priced  strong  horses,  but  they 
did  not  answer  at  alt :  he  has  found  the  cai-s  to  carry  much  greater 

He  has  not  found  that  the  premium  has  overstocked  the  Dublin 
market,  which  he  attributes  to  there  being  an  export  trom  Dublin, 
notwithstanding  such  exported  corn  receives  no  bounty.  The 
bran  Mr.  Moore  applies  to  breeding  and  fattening  hogs,  contrary 
to  the  practice  of  most  other  mills,  who  having  tried  it,  have  given 
that  practice  up.  He  has  thirty  breeding  sows  and  six  hundred 
pigs,  which  are  fed  and  fattened  entirely  on  it,  and  the  fat  is  firm 
and  good.     The  price  of  bran  is  1(.  Id.  the  sis  stone,  and  the 
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hogs  answer  so  well,  that  lie  would  contiTict  for  other  hrma  to  ( 
ilelirereU  him  at  that  price,  io  onler  to  ui^c  it  in  this  tun 
He  does  not  depend  entirely  on  breeding  his  own.  but  buy*  a 
stores.      He  is  entirely  in  tlie  Berkshire  breed,  which  he  t 
much  flupcrior  to  the  Irish.      I  observed  his  hogs,  and  thoilgt 
them  very  fine  ones.    His  sows  bring  three  litters  each,  leTeo  pT 
on  an  average,  in  a  year  and  a  quarter ;  sells  thetn  at  half  a  jei 
to  two  years  old,  putting  them  to  fat  as  soon  as  they  have  don 
growing  ;   but  when  there  is  a  great  demand,  fata  them  Tounj 
The  average  fat  pig,  two  cwt.  at  from  20i.  U>  30*.  a  cwL,  mecUin 
2S«.     The  liung  is  a  coimiderable  proRt ;  he  fiuils  it  beyond  a 
other.    He  has  given  bran  also  to  fatting  store  cattle,  having  bu 
atalls  for  that  purpose;  gives  them  hay  till  whcu  near  fat,  th 
leaves  olT  the  hay.     His  working  horses  are  fed  on  bran  enljidj 

Mr.  Moore  cnntracts  for  biscuit,  which  he  bakes  in  larj 
quantities,  and  bread  for  the  whole  town  of  Clonmell.  He  hi 
eight  ovens  going  for  biscuit.  Starch  he  also  mskeE  lai^e  quantit* 
of.  Adjoining  his  flour  mill,  he  has  erected  a  rape  mill,  for  maku 
oil ;  the  seed  ia  all  raised  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  cake  sd 
at  4S«.  a  ton,  and  is  exported,  some  to  Holland,  but  most  i 
England,  for  manure.  He  has  tried  feeding  beasts  with  it,  bat 
will  not  do  at  all :  they  would  have  died.  This  fact  has  long  l>e< 
known  in  England.  It  is  the  cake  of  lint  seed  that  fattens.  ^ 
have,  however,  very  florid  writers  of  this  age,  who  spealc  of  oxi 
fattening  on  rape  coke  as  a  common  thing. 

Mr.  Moore's  husbandry  is  also  worthy  of  considerable  notia 
His  principal  attention  has  been  given  to  cattle  ;  seventeen  yes 
ago  he  imported  Leicestershire  rams,  Northampton  stallions,  and 
Craven  bull  from  England,  and  has  at  diflcrcnt  times 
bulls  from  fiakewell  and  others,  and  has  hini.%lf  sold  yearling  bi 
calves,  trom  £10  to  £30  a  piece,  and  rams  from  £10 
Long  experience  has  told  him  that  the  long  horned  Craven  breed 
of  cattle  is  preferable  to  any  other.    I  enquired  particularly  into 
the  quantity  of  milk,  because  the  common  objection  is  their  not 
giving  much.   Sir  William  Osborne,  as  well  as  Mr.  Moore, 
me  that  he  had  seen  one  of  them  milked,  and  the  milk  m 
seventeen  quarts  at  one  meal  ;  but  tlie  average  six  to  ten  qui 
at  a  meal,  which  is  neither  better  nor  worse  than  the  coi 
cows  of  the  country :  but  the  milk  is  much  better  and  thieki 
and  yields  more  butler  than  lliat  df  the  Holderriesae.    I  exami 
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hia  bulla,  cows,  and  oxen,  with  atteution ;  he  lias  b  bull  whiuh 
deserves  ever;  commendatioD  for  eliape ;  aad  three  or  four  oat  ot 
six  or  Beven  prime  cows  I  saw,  were  very  bcButifiil  ones. 

Of  sheep  he  keeps  1,000,  that  is  200  ewei ;  200  yeor-oldg ;  200 
two-year  olds ;  200  barren  ewes  ;  and  200  lambs.  He  sella  every 
jcar  200  two-year  old  fat  wethers,  an<l  100  barren  ewes;  the 
wetherg  in  October,  at  2g«.,  and  the  ewes  in  the  spring,  at  25f. 
His  fleeces  are  7  lb.  each  on  an  average,  at  U.  per  lb. 

Turnips  he  has  cultivated  for  some  years,  up  to  30  acres  in  a 
year,  broadcast ;  has  not  hoed,  from  finding  tbem  very  good  with- 
out. He  both  draws  and  feeds  on  the  land.  He  has  had  cabbages 
also,  but  nerer  more  than  two  acres,  finds  them  more  expensive, 
but  do  not  go  so  far  as  turnips. 

To  Sir  William  Oebome's,  three  miles  the  other  side 
Clonmell.  From  a  character  so  remarkable  for  intelli^nce 
and  precisioii,  I  could  not  fail  of  meeting  information  of 
the  most  valuable  kind.  This  gentleman  has  ma^c  a 
mountain  improvement  which  demands  particular  attfo- 
lion,  being  upon  a  principle  very  different  from  o 


Twelve  years  ago  he  met  with  a  hearty  looking  fellow  of 
forty,  followed  by  a  wife  and  eii  children  in  rags,  who 
begged.  Sir  William  questioned  him  upon  the  scandal  of 
a  man  in  full  health  and  vigour,  supporting  himself  in  such 
a  manner ;  the  man  said  he  could  get  no  work :  Come  along 
with  me,  I  will  eheie  yov,  a  gpol  of  latui  upon  vihteh  I  will 
build  a  cabbin  for  you-,  atid  if  ymt,  like  it  you  thallfix  there. 
The  fellow  foUowed  Sir  William,  who  was  aa  good  as  his 
word :  he  built  him  a  cabbia,  gave  him  five  a^res  of  a 
heathy  mountain,  lent  him  four  pounds  to  stock  with,  and 
gave  him.  when  he  had  prepared  his  ground,  ae  much  lime 
as  he  would  come  for.  The  fellow  flourished ;  he  went  on 
graduaUy  ;  repaid  the  four  pounds,  and  presently  became  a 
happy  little  cottar :  he  has  at  present  twelve  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  a  stock  in  trade  worth  at  least  £80 ;  his 
name  is  John  Conory. 

The  success  which  attended  this  man  in  two  or  three 
years,  brought  others,  who  applied  for  land,  and  Sir  William 
gave  them  ns  they  applied.  The  mountain  was  under 
lease  to  a  tenant,  who  valued  it  so  little,  that  upon  being 


398  A   TOtR   IN    IRELAND.  [OCTOBM^ 

reproached  with  not  cultivating,  or  doing  eomething  with  it, 
he  aeeured  Sir  William,  that  it  wa*  utterly  impracticable  to 
do  any  thing  with  it,  and  offered  it  to  him  without  any 
deduction  of  rent.  Upon  this  mountain  he  fixed  them ; 
gave  them  terms  ae  they  came  determinable  with  the  lawe 
of  the  farm,  so  that  every  one  that  came  in  Buccession  had 
shorter  and  Bhortcr  tenures ;  yet  are  they  bo  deairouB  f 
settling,  that  they  come  at  present,  though  only  two  yd 
remain  for  a  term. 

In  this  manner  Sir  William  has  fised  twenty-two  far 
who  are  all  upon  the  improTing  hand,  the  meanest  gr 
richer ;  and  find  themselves  so  well  off,  that  no  considi 
tion  will  induce  them  to  work  for  others,  not  eTen  in  h 
their  industry  has  no  bounds  j  nor  is  the  day  long  enouf 
for  the  revolution  of  their  incessant  labour.     Some  of  1," 
bring  turf  to  Clonmell,  and  Sir  William  has  seen  Contq 
returning  loaded  with  soap  ashes. 

He  found  it  difficult  to  persuade  them  to  make  a  road  to" 
their  village,  but  when  they  had  once  done  it,  he  found 
none  in  getting  cross  roads  to  it,  they  found  such  benefit  in 
the  first.  Sir  William  has  continued  to  give  them  what- 
ever lime  they  come  for;  and  they  have  desired  1,000 
barrels  among  them  for  the  year  1766,  which  their  landlord 
has  accordingly  contnict«d  for  with  his  lime-burner,  at  lid. 
a  barrel.  Their  houses  have  all  been  built  at  his  e  _ 
and  done  by  contract  at  £6  each,  after  which  they  r 
what  little  offices  they  want  for  themselves. 

Sir  William  being  prejudiced  against  the  custom  C 
burning  land,  insisted  that  they  should  not  do  it,  which 
impeded  them  for  some  time ;  but  upon  being  convinced 
that  they  could  not  go  on  well  without  it,  he  relaxed,  and 
since  that  they  have  improved  rapidly.  He  has  informed 
them,  that  upon  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  they  will  I 
charged  something  for  the  land,  and  has  desired  that  tJ 
will  mark  out  each  man  what  he  wishes  to  have  ;  they  h 
accordingly  run  divisions,  and  some  of  them  have  takes  ' 
pieces  of  30  or  4C  acres :  a  strong  proof  that  they  find  their 
husbandry  beneficial  and  profitable.  Ho  has  great  reason 
to  believe  that  nine-tenths  of  them  were  Whit*-boy8,  but 
are  now  of  principles  and  practice  exceedingly  d '  ~ 
the  miscreants  that  bear  that  name.    The  lime  Sir  Will 
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givcB  them  for  the  first  breaking  up,  and  tlie  quantity  they 
chuso  is  40  barrels  an  acre,  so  that  aJl  the  cipence  is  J^ 
for  the  house,  and  ^1  16«.  Sd,  an  aore  for  the  land  they 
improve.  He  has  little  doubt  but  they  will  take  the  whole 
mountain  among  them,  which  consists  of  900  acres.  Their 
course  of  tillage  is, 

1-  Eutetws  on  the  burning,  generally  turks,  (clustered)     [ 
and  great  crops.     2.  Eye.     3.  Oftts,  and  then  leave  it  out ; 
the  grass  is, 

Their  cattle  are  feeding  on  the  mountain  in  the  day,  but 
of  nights  they  house  them  in  little  miserable  stables.  All 
their  children  are  employed  regularly  in  their  husbandry, 
picking  stones,  weeding.  Sx.  which  shows  their  industry 
strongly ;  for  in  general  they  are  idle  about  all  the  country. 
The  women  spin. 

Too  much  cannot  be  Baid  in  praise  of  this  undertaking. 
It  shows  that  a  reflecting  penetrating  landlord  cau  scarcely 
move  without  the  power  of  creating  opportunities  to  do 
himself  and  his  country  service.  It  shows  that  the  idllainy 
of  the  greatest  miscreants  is  all  situation  and  circumstance : 
EUPLuT,  don't  hang  them.  Let  it  not  be  in  the  slavery  of 
the  cottar  system,  in  which  industry  never  meets  its  reward, 
but  by  giving  property,  teach  the  value  of  it  j  by  giving 
them  the  fruit  of  their  labour,  teach  them  to  be  laborious. 
All  this  Sir  William  Osborne  has  dune,  and  done  it  with 
effect,  and  there  probably  is  not  an  honester  set  of  families 
in  the  county  than  those  which  he  has  formed  from  the 
refuse  of  the  White-boys. 

Suppose  he  builds  a  house  to  every  twenty  acres,  and 

limes  that  quantity  of  land,  the  eipence  would  be  a  few 

ehillings  over  ^£40,  or  40«.  an  acre.    If  they  pay  him  2«.  'id. 

an  acre  for  the  land,  he  will  make  just  ^6  per  cent,  for  his 

money :  a  most  striking  proof  of  the  immense  profit  which 

attends  mountain  improvements   of  every  kind,  because 

instead  of  28. 4d.  they  would  consider  6«.  or  7b.  as  a  rent  of 

favour.    4«.  8(2.  is  12  per  cent,  for  his  money  ;  7».  is  18  per 

cent.     Yet  in  spit«  of  such  facts  do  the  lazy,  trifling,  in- 

I    attentive,  negligent,  ilohbering,  profligate  owners  of  Irish 

,  mountains  leave  them,  as  they  received  them,  from  the 

^  hands  of  their  ancestors,  in  the  possession  of  grouB  and 

L  foxee.    Shams  to  such  a  spiritless  conduct ! 
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One-tliii-d  uf  Waterford  mouiitaiti  at  6ii.  an  acre,  axA 
two-tiiirda  at  7».  Twenty  miles  oa  the  coast  in  leuj^th,  and 
eight  or  ten  in  breadth,  is  under  dairies,  of  which  the  rea.% 
per  acre  is  Httle  known,  farms  being  paid  for  by  the  cowl 
they  will  maiutain,  at  50s.  each.  These  dairies  rise  to  5Q 
and  even  100  cows.  They  all  keep  great  aumberB  of  bogut 
which  increase  every  day  from  the  high  price.  The  Btat«  ti 
the  poor  people  much  better  than  formerly  ;  ILey  used  tff 
have  one  acre  of  potatoes,  and  the  grass  of  one  cow  for  thai 
year's  labour,  and  no  more,  and  were  much  greater  a" 
than  at  present. 

Tillage  does  not  thrive  in  the  county ;  it  has,  howevsTV 
increased  pretty  much   about  Dungarvon,  from 
there  has  been  a  tolerable  export  of  com ;  not  only  f; 
its  neighbourhood,  but  also  from  a  distance,  owing  to  tl 
mobs   of   Clonmel   and   Carrick   stopping   com  going  I 
Waterford,  which  liaa  injured  the  latter  town. 

October  15th,  left  New  Town,  and  keeping  oi 
of  the  Sure,  passed  through  Carrick  to  Curraghmore,  t 
seat  of  the  Earl  of  Tyrone.  This  line  of  uoimtry,  in  poinl 
of  soil,  inferior  to  what  I  have  of  late  gone  through : 
that  I  consider  the  rich  country  to  end  at  Clonmell.  Fog 
the  following  account  of  the  husbandry  of  the  county  o 
Waterford  I  am  obliged  to  the  attention  of  Lord  Tyronoy 
who  omitted  no  means  of  informing  me  accurately. 

That  county  is  divided  into  very  large  farmK,  and  the 
of  them  beep  cowa  generally,  winch  tlicy  let  to  dairymen, 
farmer,  Mr.  Pcor,  has  2,000  cowe,  and  pays  £2,000  a  year,  bni 
they  rarely  let  more  to  one  man  than  SO  cowe,  nstialLj  about  SO; 
many  of  these  men  pay  neekly,  and  others  quarterly  :  the  rent 
from  50*.  to  £3  5s.,  no  such  tluug  as  hom-money.  The  dairyman's 
privilege  is  &  bouse  and  two  or  three  acres  of  land,  or  a  horae  and 
two  cows  ill  twenty.  They  make  nothing  but  butter,  and  all  k«ep 
hogs;  but  do  not  feed  them  with  milk,  selling  it  all;  1,300  to 
1,500  chums  full  of  milk,  each  eight  gallons,  goes  into  Waterford 
every  day  in  the  year,  and  a  prodigious  quantity  to  Carrick.  The 
county  is  bj  far  the  greatest  dairying  one  in  Irelaiid.  The  breed 
is  the  common  monntoin  cow,  poor  to  look  at,  but  great  milker*, 
five  or  six  poules  at  a  lueal  commou.  Price  of  them 
average.     Avcrnge  rent  of  all  the  Lind  under  cuirs,  1' 


third  of  tUe  county  mountain,  at  Sd.,  the  other  two-thirds  at  10*. 
Along  the  Blackwater,  good  land,  and  four  miles  round  Water- 
ford,  20t.  or  3fi(.  The  quantitj  for  a  cow  from  two  to  four  acres. 
They  generally  breed  their  own  by  rearing  a  few  calves  every 
year ;  tbe  young  stuclc  are  kept  on  the  mountains  iu  summer,  and 
in  the  worst  of  tbe  low  land  in  winter.  They  never  feed  their 
cowB  with  any  hay,  except  in  very  severe  weatlier.  No  other 
Stock  but  cuwa. 

The  Hoila  are  various  at  this  end  of  tbe  county,  clay  and  shingly 
■late,  with  a  reddish  mold  upon  it  and  gravelly  loams.  At  the 
Other  end,  tliey  have  lime-stone  lauds.  Tbey  have,  however, 
about  Curraghmore,'  lime-stone  gravel  of  s  atiS  nature.  Lime 
at  the  kiln  9d.  a  barrel ;  Lord  Tyrone  pays  li.  for  the  stone,  and 
2«.  8i  a  barrel  for  the  culm,  and  pays  2J.  a  barrel  for  breaking 
and  burning,  all  which  make  9d.  Every  barrel  of  culm  gives 
■even  of  lime ;  a  ton  of  stone  produces  four  barrels  of  lime :  the 
barrel  of  Itme  four  cubical  feet.  Not  a  thirtieth  part  of  tbe 
country  under  the  plough.  The  tillage  consists  only  of  little 
patches  broken  up  by  the  cabhins  ;  it  has  been  increasing  these 
15  years :  but  the  principal  increase  has  been  within  these  ten 
years.      The  course  of  crops  ; 

1.  Potatoes.  a.Potatoes.  3.  Barley,  or  oats.  4.0ats.  S.Oate: 
continued  while  the  land  yields.  Wheat  is  comiug  in.  Some 
who  till  large  fields,  and  do  not  take  so  many  crops.  About 
Dungarvon,  there  arc  many  potatoes  planted,  which  are  sent  to 
Dublin  in  boats,  with  loads  of  birch  brooms,  and  tbey  are  said  to 
be  loaded  with  fruit  and  limber.  But  in  no  part  of  the  county 
do  they  plant  grass  potatoes  :  they  plant  many  of  the  bull  or  Turk 
sort  fur  tbeir  pigs,  but  they  are  reckoned  an  unwholesome  sort 
for  the  people  to  feed  on.  Faring  and  burning  laod  was  common 
before  the  law  passed  against  it,  but  of  late  very  Httlc.  Upon 
the  coast  there  is  a  great  deal  of  sea  weed  an{l  sea  sand,  especially 
beyond  Dungarvou  and  Wnterford,     Flax  is  scarcely  anywhere 


The  poor  people  feed  on  potatoes  and  milk;  most  of 
them  have  cows ;  many  of  them  for  a  part  of  the  year  only 

salt:  but  they  have  oat  bread  when  potatoes  are  not  in 
■eason.  They  all  keep  pigs,  but  never  eat  them.  Tbeir 
circumstances  are  in  general  greatly  better  than  they  were 
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twenty  yea,rB  ago,  both  in  food  and  cloathing;  tfaej  hai 
now  all  shoes  and  stockingB,  aad  are  decently  drosaed  evi 
Sunday.  No  ha.ts  among  the  women,  and  it  is  the  earn 
other  parts.  Thoir  hibour  is  valued,  and  they  are  paid 
amount  in  land.  The  religion  o£  the  lower  classes  is 
Boman  Catholic. 

Emigrations  from  this  part  of  Ireland  principally  tO' 
Newfoundland,  for  a  season ;  they  have  XIS  or  £20  for 
their  pay,  and  are  maintained,  but  they  do  not  bring  home 
more  than  £"!  to  jEII.  Some  of  them  stay  and  settle; 
three  years  ago  there  was  au  emigration  of  indented 
servants  to  North  Carolina,  of  300,  but  they  were  stopped 
by  contrary  winds,  &c.  There  had  been  something  of  this 
constantly,  but  not  to  that  amount.  The  oppression  whit" 
the  poor  people  have  most  to  complain  of  is  the  not  havii 
any  tenures  in  their  lands,  by  which  means  they  are  en1 
subject  to  their  employers. 

Manufactures  here  are  only  woollens.     Carrick  is  one 
the  greatest  manufacturing  towns  in  Ireland.     Principally 
for  ratteens,  but  of  late  they  have  got  into  broadcloths,  aU 
for  home  consumption  ;  the  manufacture  increases,  and  ii 
very  flourishing.     There  are  between  three  and  four  hi 
dred  people  employed  by  it,  in  Carrick  and  its  neighboi 

Lord  Tyrone  is  clear  that  if  his  estate  in  Londondi 
was  in  Waterford,  or  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  it  were 
emigrate  from  it,  so  as  to  leave  him  to  new  model  it, 
would  be  able  to  get  full  one-third  more  for  it  than  he 
do  at  present ;  rents  in  the  north  depending  not  on  qualll 
but  on  price  of  linen. 

The  rise  in  the  prosperity  of  Ireland,  about  the  year  17^ 
owing  to  the  high  price  of  provisions,  which  raised 
and  enforced  industry.     Butt«r  now  9d.  a  lb.  thirty 
ago  2\d. 

Tythes  are  UBually  compounded  for  by  the  year  through  i 
county.      Wheat  pnya   10*.      Barley,   10».      Oata,  6t. 
ground,  Ai.     Sbcep,  Id.  each.      Milk  «ellfl  in  Bummer  fc 
penny  a  quart ;   five  quarts  of  bultermilk  in  summer  for  a  h 

Lord  Tyrone  has  iraprored  127  acres  of  kill,  the  soil  r 
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dry  loiini,  on  a  alaty  bottom,  over-run  with  FrenoH  and  Irish  furze, 
and  briars  and  bushes ;  be  first  grubbed  them  up  at  a  guinea  an 
acre  :  then  he  levelled  an  infinite  number  of  old  ditches  aud 
mounds,  at  £30  expcncc,  ploughed  in  wmter,  and  second  ploughed 
in  Maj  ;  and  20O  barrels  of  roach  lime  per  acre,  spread,  at  1(.  a 
barrel.  Upon  this  ploughed  twice  more  ;  aud  sowed,  part  with 
wheat  at  Michaelmas,  and  part  with  barlej  in  spriag.  The  crops 
exceedingly  good ;  8  barrels  an  acre  of  wheat,  and  1  Ei  of  barley. 
After  the  wheat,  barley  and  grass  seeds  were  sown ;  the  barley  as 
good  as  the  other  ;  and  upon  the  barley,  part  oats  were  sown,  the 
crop  15  barrels,  and  white  clover  and  hay  seeds.  Before  the  im- 
provement, it  let  at  IOj.  an  acre ;  after  the  improvement,  it  would 
let  readily  at  25^.  The  grubbing  the  furze  was  not  effectual,  for 
£50  has  been  since  expended  in  grubbing  up  scattered  ones. 
They  are  now  completely  destroyed,  is  a  very  beautiful  well-lajd 
lawn,  aud  so  good  land,  that  the  wool  of  the  sheep  aloue  that  were 
kept  there  last  year,  without  other  food,  and  through  the  year 
paid  20».  an  acre  for  the  whole.  It  would  now  feed  600  sheep 
through  the  year.  Over  90  acres  limed,  with  2S0  barrels  an 
acre,  and  fallowed,  had  IT  barrels  an  acre  of  wheat.  Eight  years 
ago,  his  Lordship  stopped  their  biUTiing  land  ;  but  upon  receiving 
Diany  complaints  at  it,  he  sold  them  line  at  M.  a  barrel,  which 
cost  him  In.,  in  order  to  make  up  the  imaginary  loss, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting,  at  Lord  Tyrone's,  William 
Shaidy,  Es<[ :  of  Willyfield,  in  Leitrim,  who  informed  me  that  he 
had  twelve  hundred  atone  of  potatoes  per  acre  from  a  bad  red 
bog,  four  feet  deep,  drained  to  the  clay  at  bottom  i  lime-stone 
sand  at  £3  labour,  besides  horses ;  dunged  it  a  common  covering, 
and  immediately  planted  the  potatoes,  dug  them,  and  sowed 
barley,  IS  barrels  an  acre.  Barley  again  12  barrels ;  barley  fgiin 
8  barrels,  grew  too  rmk,  laid  with  grass  seeds,  could  let  at  40s.  an 
acre :  answers  so  well,  that  he  would  have  done  any  quantity  of 
it ;  did  20  acres.  He  planted  with  a  plough  29^  stoue  of  potatoea 
iu  rows,  four  feet  asunder;  the  produce  was  1,440  stone,  the 
quantity  of  land  about  three  rood.  In  the  county  Leitrim,  four- 
fifth  of  mountain,  at  2d.  or  not  so  much  ;  the  remaiuing  fifth, 
6*.,  the  mountaiaa  in  Leitrim  all  wet,  a  boggy  surface. 
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Lord  Tyrone  at  Curraghmore.— Waterford.— Tmde  with  NewfounAi 
Unil.— Tho  new  church. — Paasage  la  England  delayed. — Mr.  Bolloo  it 
Bdlyoanvan. — View  from  Fail blegli ill. — How  to  make  cjdor. — A 
Tongh  passage  to  Milford  Haren. — lladnesa  and  cxjieosivcneu  of  lllif 

CUERAGHMORE  is  one-of  the  finest  places  in  Irdaad, 
or  indeed  that  I  have  any  where  seen.  The  bouu, 
which  is  la,r^e,  is  situated  upon  a  rising  ground,  in  a  vaU 
Burrounded  by  very  bold  lulls,  which  rise  in  a  variety  of 
forma,  and  offer  to  the  eye,  in  riding  through  the  groimdii 
very  noble  and  striking  scenes.  These  hills  are  exceedingly 
varied,  so  that  the  detour  of  the  place  is  very  pleaaingv 
In  order  to  see  it  to  advantage,  I  would  advise  a  travellc'^ 
to  take  the  ride  which  Lord  Tyrone  carried  i  "" 

through  the  I>eer-park  wood  of  old  oaks,  spread  over  t 
side  of  a  bold  hill,  and  of  such  an  extent,  that  the  scene 
a  truly  forest  one,  without  any  other  boimdary  in  view  tbi 
what  the  stems  of  trees  offer  from  mere  extent,  retin 
one  behind  another  till  they  thicken  so  much  to  the  e 
under  the  shade  of  their  spreading  tops,  as  to  form  a,  diaia 
wall  of  wood.     This  is  a,  sort  of  scene  not  common  in  lie- 
land,  it  is  a  great  extent  alone  that  will  give  it.    From  tlus 
hill  enter  an  evergreen  plantation,  a  scene  which  winds  m 
the  Deer-park  hill,  and  opens  on  to  the  brow  of  it,  whica  J 
commands  a  most  noble  view  indeed.     The  lawns  aroui 
the  house  appear  at  one's  feet,  at  the  bottom  of  a  ^ 
declivity  of  wood,  almost  every  where  surrounded  by  p 
tatiouB.     The  hills  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  vale  a_ 
the  house,  consist  of  a  large  lawn  in  the  center  of  the  t 
woods,  that  to  the  right  of  an  immense  extent,  which  n 
over  a  mountain  side,  in  the  finest  manner  ima^able,  i 
lead  the  eye  to  the  scenery  on  the  left,  which  is  a  beautifq. 
vale  of  rich  inclosurcB,  of  several  miles  extent,  with  thii| 
Sure  making  one  great  reach  through  it.  and  a  bold  1 
just  before  it  enters  a  gap  in  the  hills  towards  Waterfoid 
and  winds  behind  them ;  to  the  right  you  look  o 
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plain,  backed  by  the  great  Cummeragh  moim tains.'  For 
a  distinct  extent  of  view,  the  parta  of  which  are  all  of  a 
commaudiDg  maguitude,  aad  a  Tariety  equal  to  the  number, 
very  few  prospects  are  finer  than  this. 

From  hence  the  boundary  plantation  eitends  some  miles 
to  the  west  and  north-west  of  the  domain,  forming  a  margin 
to  the  whole  of  different  growths,  having  been  planted,  by 
degrees,  from  three  to  sixteen  years.  It  is  in  general  well 
grown,  and  the  trees  thriven  exceedingly,  particularly  the 
oak,  beech,  larch,  and  firs.  It  is  very  well  sketched,  with 
much  variety  given  to  it.  " 

Pass  by  the  garden  across  the  river,  which  mnnnurs  over 
a  rocky  bed,  and  follow  the  riding  up  a  steep  hill,  covered 
with  wood  from  some  breaks,  in  which  the  house  appears 
perfectly  buried  in  a  deep  wood,  and  come  out,  after  a  con- 
siderable extent  of  ride,  into  the  higher  lawn,  which  com- 
mands a  view  of  the  scenery  about  the  house ;  and  from 
the  brow  of  the  hill  the  water,  which  is  made  to  imitate  a 
river,  has  a  good  effect,  and  throws  a  great  air  of  chearful- 
ness  over  the  scene,  for  from  hence  the  declivity  below  it  is 
hid ;  but  the  view,  which  is  the  most  pleasing  from  hence, 
the  finest  at  Curraghmore.  and  indeed  one  of  the  most 
striking  that  is  any  where  to  be  seen,  is  that  of  the  hanging 
wood  to  the  right  of  the  house,  rising  in  so  noble  a  sweep 
as  perfectly  to  fill  the  eye,  and  leave  the  fancy  scarce  any 
thing  to  wish  :  at  the  bottom  is  a  small  semicircular  lawn 
around  which  flows  the  river,  under  the  immediate  shade 
of  very  noble  oaks  ;  the  whole  wood  rises  boldly  from  the 
bottom,  tree  above  tree,  to  a  vast  height,  of  large  oak,  the 
masses  of  shade  are  but  tints  of  one  color,  it  is  not  chequered 
with  a  variety,  there  is  a  majestic  simplicity,  a  unity  in  the 
whole,  which  is  attended  with  an  uncommon  impression,  and 
such  as  none  but  the  most  magnificent  scenes  can  raise. 

Descending  from  hence  through  the  roa<ls.  the  riding 
crosses  the  river,  passes  through  the  meadow,  which  has 
such  an  effect  in  the  preceding  scene,  from  which  also  the 
view  is  very  fine,  and  leads  home  through  a  continued  and 
an  extensive  range  of  fine  oak,  partly  on  a  declivity,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  the  river  murmurs  its  broken  course. 
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Besides  this  noble  riding,  thero  is  a  veiy  agn 
runs  immediately  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  whic 
in  its  stile ;  it  ia  a  sequestered  line  of  wood,  bo  higa  on  uw 
declivities  in  some  places,  and  so  thick  to  the  very  edge  in 
others,  overspreading  the  river,  that  the  character  of  the 
scene  is  gloom  and  melancholy,  hei){htened  by  the  noise  of 
the  water  falling  from  stone  to  stone  ;  there  is  a  consider- 
able variety  in  the  banks  of  it.  and  in  the  figures  and 
growth  of  the  wood,  but  none  that  hurts  the  impression, 
which  is  well  preserved  throughout. 

October  17th,  wecompanied  Lord  Tyrone  to  Wat^rford; 
made  some  enquiries  into  the  state  of  their  trade,  but  found 
it  difficult,  from  tlie  method  in  which  the  Custom-house 
books  are  kept,  to  get  the  details  I  wished ;  but  in  the  yeftr 
following,  having  the  pleasure  of  a  long  visit  at  Bally- 
canvan,'  the  seat  of  Cornelius  Bolton,  Esq;  his  son.  the 
member  for  the  city,  procured  me  every  information  1  coold 
wish,  and  that  in  so  liberal  and  polite  a  manner,  that  it 
would  not  be  easy  to  express  the  obligations  I  am  under  to 
both.  In  general  I  viis  informed  that  the  trade  of  tbe 
place  had  increased  considerably  in  ten  years,  both  the 
exports  and  imports.  The  exports  of  the  producta  of 
pasturage,  full  one-third  in  twelve  years.  That  the  Staple 
trade  of  the  place  is  the  Newfoundland  trade ;  this  ia-verj 
much  increased,  there  is  more  of  it  here  than  any  where. 
The  number  of  people  who  go  passengers  in  the  Newfound- 
land  ships  is  amazing ;  from  sixty  to  eighty  ships,  and  from 
three  thousand  to  five  thousand  aunually.  Tliey  come  from 
most  parts  of  Ireland,  from  Corke,  Kerry,  &c.  Experience 
men  will  get  18  to  £25  for  the  season,  from  March  i 
November ;  a  man  who  never  went  will  have  five  to  a 
pounds,  and  his  passage,  and  others  rise  to  J£20  the  p 
out  they  get,  but  pay  home  two  pounds.  An  industrioiu 
man  in  a  year  will  bring  home  twelve  to  sixteen  poosds 
with  him,  and  some  more.  A  ^eat  point  for  them  is  to  be 
able  to  carry  out  all  their  slops,  for  every  thing  there  ■■ 
exceedingly  dear,  one  or  two  hundred  per  cent,  dearer  tl 
tbey  can  get  them  at  home.     They  are  not  allowed  to  t 
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out  any  woollen  goods  but  for  their  own  use.  The  ahips 
go  loaded  with  pork,  beef,  butter,  and  some  sait :  and  bring 
bomi3  paeeengers,  or  get  freights  where  they  can ;  Bometimes 
rum.  The  Waterford  pork  comee  principally  from  the 
barony  of  Iverk  in  Kilkenny,  where  they  fatten  great 
numbers  of  large  boga ;  for  many  weeks  together  they 
kill  here  three  to  four  thousand  a  week,  the  price  50».  tii 
£4-  each  ;  goes  chiefly  to  Newfoundland.  Ono  was  killed 
in  Mr.  Penrose's  cellar,  that  weighed  five  cwt.  and  a  quarter, 
and  measured  from  the  nose  to  the  end  of  the  tail,  nine  feet 
four  inches. 

There  ie  a  foundery  at  Waterford  for  pots, kettles,  weights. 
and  all  common  utensils ;  and  a  manufactory  by  Messieurs 
King  and  Tegent,  of  anvils  Ui  anchors,  20  cwt.  Ac.,  which 
employs  40  hands.  Smiths  earn  from  6b.  to  24e.  a  week. 
Nailors,  from  10s.  to  12».  And  another  leas  considerable. 
There  are  two  sugar-houses,  and  many  salt-houses.  The 
salt  is  boiled  over  lime-kilns. 

There  is  a  fishery  upon  the  coast  of  Waf«rford,  for  a  great 
variety  of  fish,  herrings  particularly  in  the  mouth  of  Water- 
ford  harbour,  and  two  years  ago  in  such  quantities  there, 
that  the  tides  left  the  ditches  full  of  them.  There  are 
some  premium  boats  both  here  and  at  Dungarron,  but  the 
quantity  of  herrings  barrelled  is  not  considerable. 

The  biitter  tracie  of  Waterford  baa  increased  greatly  for  7  yean 
pa.iC ;  it  cornea  from  Waterford  principally,  Imt  idiicIi  from  Carlow ; 
for  it  cumes  from  20  miles  beyond  Carlow,  for  Gd,  per  cirt.  From 
the  1st  oF  January,  1774,  In  tic  1st  t>{  January,  1775,  there  were 
exported  59,836  caaka  of  butter,  each  on  an  average  one  hundred 
weight  at  the  mean  price  of  S0<.  Revenue  of  Waterfurd,  17fi1, 
£17,000.-1776,  £S'i,000.  The  alaughter  trade  has  bcreoaed, 
but  not  so  much  as  the  butter.  Price  of  butter  now  at  Water- 
ford, 58«.,  twenty  years  average,  42/.  Deef  now  to  Sflj.,  average, 
twenty  years,  lOj.  to  18j.  Pork  now  30».,  average,  twenlji  years, 
I6i.  to  'i2t.  Uiglity  sail  of  ships  now  belonging  to  the  port. 
twenty  years  ago  not  30.  They  pay  to  the  captains  of  ships  of 
200  tons,  £5  a  month ;  the  mate,  £3  I0».  Ten  men,  at  40s.,  five 
years  ago  only  27».  Building  ships,  £10  a  tun.  Wear  and  tear 
of  such  a  ship,  .£30  a  month.     Ship  proyisioos,'  20*.  a  month. 

The  new  church  in  this  city  is  a  very  beautiful  one;  the 
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body  of  it  ia  in  the  same  stiJo  eiacttj'  as  that  of  Bell 
alreadj  described:  the  total  length  170  feet,  the  breodl 
58.     The  length  of  the  body  of  the  church  92,  the  heighf 
40 ;  breadth  between  the  pillars  26.    The  isle  (which  1  divj 
not  remember  at  Belfast)  is  58  bj45.     A  room  on  one  sif 
the  steeple  space  for  the  bishop's  court,  24  by  18 ;  on  tbaj 
other  side,  a  room  of  the  same  size  for  the  vestrj ;  and 
feet  square  left  for  a  steeple  when  their  funds  will  penniki;i 
The  whole  is  light  and  beautiful :  it  was  built  by  subecrip* ' 
tion,  and  there  is  a  fine  organ  bespoke  at  London.     But  the 
finest  object  in  this  city  is  the  quay,  which  is  unrivalled  by 
any  I  hare  seen  ;  it  ia  an  English  mile  long ;  the  buildioga 
on  it  are  only  common  houses,  but  the  river  is  near  a  mUe 
OTer,  8ow8  up  to  the  town  in  one  noble  reach,  and  tb« 
opposite  shore  a  bold  hill,  which  rises  immediately  from 
the  water  to  a  heighth  that  renders  the  whole  magnificent. 
This  ia  scattered  with  some  wood,  and  divided  into  pastum 
of  a  beautiful  verdure,  by  hedges.     I  crossed  the  wat«r,  in, 
order  to  walk  up  tho  rocks  on  the  top  of  this  hill 
place,  over  against  Bilberry  quarry,  yon  look  immediate^' 
down  on  the  river,  which  flows    in   noble  reaches  from 
Qranny  Castle   on  the   right  past  Cromwell's  rock,  the 
shores  on  both  sides,  quite  steep,  especially  the  rock  of 
Bilberry.      You   look  over   the  whole  town,  which    here 
appears  in  a  triangular  form ;  besides  the  city,  the  Cum- 
mera^h  mountains,  Slinaman,  &a.  come  in  view.     Kilma- 
cow  river  falls  into  the  Sure,  after  flowing  through  a  large 
extent  of  well  planted  countiy;  this  is  the  finest  Ttev 
about  the  city. 

From  Waterford  to  Passage,  and  got  my  chaise  ao^, 
horsea  on  board  the  Countess  of  Tyrone  pacquet,  in  fuS  I 
expectation  of  sailiug  immediately,  as  the  wind  was  fajrj'j 
but  I  soon  found  the  difFei-ence  of  these  private  vesseU  aum 
the  post-office  pacquets  at  Holyhead  and  Ihiblin.  Whcff  1 
the  wind  was  fair  the  tide  was  foul ;  and  when  the  tii 
was  with  them,  the  wind  would  not  do ;  in  English  therft' 
waa  not  a  complement  of  passengers,  and  so  I  had 
agreeablcness  of  waiting  with  my  horses  in  the  hold,  faj' 
way  of  rest,  otter  a  journey  of  above  1,500  miles. 

October  18th,  after  a  beastly  night  passed  on  ship 
and  flnding  no  signs  of  departure,  walked  to  Ballycanvtui 
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the  seat  of  CoraeUuB  Bolton,  Esq;  rode  with  Mr.  Bolton, 
jiin,  to  Faitbleghill,  which  conimanda  one  of  the  fineBt 
views  I  have  seen  in  Ireland.  There  is  a  rock  on  the  top 
of  a  hill,  which  has  a  very  bold  view  on  every  side  down  on 
a  great  extent  of  eountrj,  much  of  which  is  grass  inclosures 
of  a  good  verdure.  This  hill  is  the  cenf«r  of  a  circle  of 
about  ten  miles  diameter,  beyond  which  higher  lands  rise, 
which  after  spreading  to  a  great  extent,  have  on  every  side 
a  back  ground  of  mountain :  in  a  northerly  direction, 
Mount  Leinst«r,'  between  Werford  and  Wicklow,  twenty- 
six  milea  off,  rises  in  several  heads,  far  above  the  clouds. 
A  little  to  the  right  of  this,  Sliakeiltha  (i.e.  the  woody 
mountain)  at  a  less  distance,  is  a  hne  object.  To  the  left, 
Tory  hill,  only  five  miles,  in  a  regular  form  varies  the  out- 
Une.  To  the  east,  there  is  the  long  mountain,  eighteen 
miles  distant,  and  several  lesser  Wexford  hills.  To  the 
south-east,  the  Saltces.  To  the  south,  the  ocean,  and  the 
coliaes  about  the  bay  of  Tramore.  To  the  west,  Monavol- 
l^h  rises  2,160  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  eighteen 
miles  off,  being  part  of  the  great  range  of  the  Cumeragh 
mountains  ;  and  to  the  north-west  Slinaman,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  twenty-four  miles ;  so  that  the  outline  is  every 
■Vhero  bold  and  distinct,  though  distant.  These  circum- 
would  alone  form  a  great  view,  but  the  water  part 
of  it,  which  fills  up  the  canvass,  is  iu  a  much  superior 
stile.  The  great  river  Sure  takes  a  winding  course  from 
ihe  city  of  Waterford,  through  a  rich  country,  banging  on 
the  sides  of  hills  to  its  banks,  and  dividing  into  a  double 
channel,  forms  the  lesser  island,  both  of  which  courses  you 
command  distinctly ;  united,  it  makes  a  bold  reach  under 
the  hill  on  which  you  stand,  and  there  receives  the  noble 
tribute  of  the  united  waters  of  the  Barrow  and  the  Nore, 
in  two  great  channels,  which  form  the  larger  island ;  en- 
larged by  such  an  accession  of  water,  it  winds  round  the 
bill  in  a  bending  course,  of  the  freest  and  most  graceful 
outline,  every  where  from  one  to  three  miles  across,  with 
bold  shores,  that  give  a  sharp  outhne  to  its  course  to  the 
ocean  )  twenty  sail  of  ships  at  Passage,  gave  animation  to 
tiie  scene  ;  upon  the  whole,  the  boldness  of  the  mountain 

Mounl  Leinsler  is  -JfiiO  feet  liigb. 
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outline  1  the  variety  of  the  grounda;  the  vast  extept  oS 
riTCr,  with  the  declivity  to  it  from  the  point  of  view, 
altogether  form  bo  unrivalled  a  scenery — every  object 
commandbg,  that  the  general  want  of  wood   ie  almost 
foi^tten. 

Two  years  after  this  account  was  written  I  again  visited 
this  enchanting  hill,  and  walked  to  it,  day  after  day,  front 
Ballycanvan,  and  with  increasing  pleasure.  Mr.  Bolton, 
jun.  hoe,  einca  I  was  there  before,  inclosed  forty  acres  on 
the  top  and  steep  slope  to  the  water,  and  begun  to  plant 
them.  This  will  be  a  prodigious  addition ;  for  the  slops 
forming  the  bold  shore  for  a  considerable  apace,  and  having 
projections  from  which  the  wood  will  all  be  seen  in  the 
gentle  hollows  of  the  hill,  the  efFect  will  be  amazingly  fine. 
Walks  and  a  riding  are  tracing  out,  which  will  comm^d 
fresh  beauties  at  every  step ;  the  spots  from  which  a  variety 
of  beautiful  views  are  seen  are  numerous.  All  the  waj 
from  BaUycanvan  to  Faithleg,  the  whole  to  the  amoUDt 
1,200  acre's,  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Bolton. 

Farms  about  Italljcanvon,  Waterford,  &v.,  are  generally  nn 
from  twenty  and  thirlj  to  five  hundred  acrei,  genermllj  abonl 
two  huDdrcd  and  fifly,  all  above  two  hundred  acres  are  ii 
dairies;  some  of  tbe  dairy  ones  rise  very  high.  The 
reddish  stony,  or  slatj  gravel,  dry,  except  low  lands,  which  i 
claj  or  turf.  Rents  vary  much,  flbout  the  town  very  high,  fti 
£5  Si.  to  £9,  but  at  the  distance  of  >  few  miles  towards  PasBSj 
ice,  they  are  from  20».  to  40*.  nad  «oine  higlier,  but  the  count 
in  general  dues  not  rise  no  high,  iisunliy  \0t.  to  20s.  for  dairyi 
land.     The  course  of  crops  is, 

I.  PoUtoes  ;    the  produce  40  to  80  barrels,  20  stones  e»i 
2.  Wheat ;  the  crop  8  barrels,  each  20  stones.    3.  Oats 
ducD  from  10  to  14  barrcle,   4.  Ilarlcy ;  the  crop  IS  to 
16  stone  each.     S.  Lay  it  out ;  the  better  sort  clover  with   tl 
barley,  and  leave  it  for  meadow. 

1.  Outs,  2.  Wheat.  3.  Oals.  4.  Barley,  One  preparatifl 
is  a  slight  burning  of  the  furrows  for  wheat,  after  that  wheat,  th< 
will  BOW  barley,  and  then  sevei'al  i^rops  of  outs.     Also, 

1.  Potatoes.      2,  Wheat      3.  Wheal.     4.  Barley.    B.  Lay  ou 

I.  Potatoes,  2.  Potatoes.  3.  Wheat.  4.  Oaia.  3.  Barfe 
B.  Lay  out.     The  secoud  crup   10  barrels.      livery  house  has 
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little  pfttch  of  flkx  for  making  a  little  bandlc  cloth,  but  the 
qntDtity  is  not  considerable. 

The  principal  manure  is  a  sand/  m&rle  tlic;  raiac  in  boats  on 
iLe  banks  in  the  barbour  at  low  water  ;  it  ia  of  a  bluei/^h  colour, 
Terj  HOapj,  and  ferments  Btrongl}r  with  acids  ;  a  boat  load  is  18 
tons,  and  coslj  6s.  to  8a.  a  load.  Most  of  it  boa  shells.  Tbey 
U;  it  on  for  barle/  partii^ularlj,  and  get  great  orops,  can  in  all  see 
to  an  inch  where  spread.  Sumctimei  it  is  laid  on  gra!>x,  and  the 
effect  uncommonlj  great,  bringing  up  a  perfect  carpeting  of  white 
clover  whcrcTer  laid.  Thej  laj  fire  or  six  loads  an  acre,  and  the 
luid  is  forever  the  better.  Tbej  repeat  it  on  the  same  land,  and 
with  great  effect.  The;  make  composts  of  it  with  lime,  and  also 
hedge  earth  with  good  success.  Lime  the;  use  also ;  la;  from 
100  to  ISO  barrels  roach  to  an  acre,  which  has  a  verj  great  effect. 
(>n  the  ttiffer  jcllow  clays  it  docs  better  than  sand,  but  laid  on  all 
sorts,  and  also  on  grass  land  with  good  effect.  Sea  sand  the;  use  for 
potatoes,  but  it  does  not  last  more  than  for  that  crop.  Waterford 
dnng,  and  street  sullage,  42i.  the  boat  load  of  1 6  tons.  Clover  baa  been 
introduced  these  12  years  ;  Mr.  Bolton  has  sown  it  fur  manj  jeara 
with  very  good  effect,  so  that  be  never  lays  down  hwd  witbniit  it. 

The  dairies  are  generally  set  at  £2  Ci.  The  dairyman's 
privilege  to  40  cows  is  a  cow  and  horse,  ami  2  acres  and  a  cabbin, 
and  he  is  allowed  to  rear  one  calf  in  ten ;  100  acres  to  40  cows ; 
they  do  not  keep  any  boga  on  account  of  cows.  Price  of  cows, 
average  £4  to  £S.  They  are  engaged  to  give  two  potties  each  on 
on  average,  putting  all  the  milk  together.  Meadows  let  at  £3  to 
£4  an  acre  for  the  hay. 

There  are  few  sheep  kept,  no  great  flocks.  The  poor  people 
plough  with  four  horses,  sometimes  six  :  gentlemen  generally  with 
spayed  heifers  or  oxen.  Land  aclbi  at  19  and  20  years'  purchase ; 
it  did  sell  at  23,  and  the  fall  Has  been  owing  to  tbe  failure  of 
credit  in  1771  and  1772. 

Tythes.  Potatoes,  Wheat,  Barley,  and  Oals,  Sf.  to  6*.  Cows, 
id.     Sheep,  6d. 

The  poor  people  spin  tbeir  own  flax,  but  not  more,  and  a  few 
of  tbem  wool  for  themselves.  Their  food  is  potatoes  and  milk  ; 
but  they  have  a  considerable  assistance  from  lish,  particularly 
herrings ;  part  of  the  year  they  have  also  barley,  oaten,  and  rye 
bread.  They  are  incomparably  better  off  In  every  respect  tlinn 
twenty  years  ago.  Tiieir  increase  about  Ballycaiivan  is  very  great. 
and  till^e  all  over  this  neighbourbood  ia  increased.    Tbo  rent  of 
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The  grass  of  &  cow  K  ft» 


I 


a  cabbin  iOs.,  an  acre  with  it,  20f. 
jears  ago,  20.t.,  nuir  25ii.  or  30i. 

An  exceeding  good  practice  here  ta  making  their  fences 
plant  the  quick  on  the  side  of  the  bank  in  the  common  i 
and  then,  instead  of  the  dead  hedge  ve  use  in  England  on  the 
lop  of  the  bank,  thej  plant  a  row  of  old  thorns,  two  or  three  feel 
high,  which  readily  grow,  and  form  at  once  a  most  excellent  fence. 
Their  way  also  of  taking  in  sand  banks  from  the  river  deservea 
notice :  they  stake  down  a  row  of  furzes  at  low  water,  laying 
stones  on  them  to  the  heighth  of  one  or  two  feet;  these  retun 
the  mud,  which  every  tide  brings  in,  so  as  to  Gil  up  all  within  the 
farae  as  high  as  their  tops.  I  remarked  on  the  stmnd,  that  a  few 
boat  loads  of  stones  laid  carelessly,  had  had  this  eficct,  for  within 
them  I  measured  12  inches  deep  of  rich  blue  mud  left  behind 
them,  the  same  as  they  use  in  manuring,  full  of  shells  and 
effervesced  strongly  with  »inegar. 

Among  the  poor  people,  tlio  fishermen  are  in  much  the  best 
circumstances  1  the  fishery  is  considerable;  Waterford  and  iti 
harbour  have  SO  boats  each,  from  S  to  12  tons,  six  men  on  an 
average  to  each,  but  to  one  of  six  ton,  Qve  men  go.  A  boat  of 
eight  tons  costs  £40,  one  of  twelve,  £G0.  To  each  boat  there  JM 
a  train  of  nets  of  six  pair,  which  costs  from  £4  4j.  to  £6  6t.,  tan 
them  with  bark.  Their  only  net  fishery  is  that  of  herrings,  whiclk 
is  commonly  carried  on  by  shares,  The  division  of  Uie  fish  is, 
first,  one-Fourth  for  the  boat ;  and  then  the  men  and  nets  dividv 
the  rest,  the  latter  reckoned  as  three  men.  They  reckon  10  max* 
of  herrings  an  indifferent  night's  work  ;  when  there  is  a  good  t*ke 
40  maze  have  been  taken,  20  a  good  night ;  the  price  per  mase, 
from  la.  to  7',,  average  5».  Their  take,  in  1775,  the  greatest 
they  have  known,  when  thej  had  more  than  they  could  dispose  ofi 
and  the  whole  town  and  country  atuuk  of  them,  they  retailed  tlien 
32  for  lii,  1773  and  1774  good  ycfirs.  They  barrelled  many; 
but  in  general  there  is  an  import  of  Swedish.  Besides  the  commoo 
articles  I  have  registered,  the  following  are,  pidgeons,  I«.  a  couple. 
A  hare,  Is.  Partridges,  9d,  Turbots,  fine  ones,  it.  to  lOfc 
Seals,  a  pair,  large.  If.  6i^.  to  U.  Lobsters,  3d.  each.  Oysten^ 
6«.  per  hundred.  Rabbitx,  It.  to  1j.  4d.  a  couple.  Cod,  If.  t!ao1l| 
large.     Salmon,  \^d.  to  2d. 

A  very  extraordinary  circumstance  I  was  told,  that  within  fiva 
or  six  years  there  has  been  much  hay  carried  from  Waterford  ta 
Norway,  in  the  Norway  ships  that  bring  deaht ;  as  hay  i^  dear  hero, 
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it  proves  a  moat  backward  state  of  husbandly  in  that  northerly 
region,  since  the  neighbourhood  of  sea-porta  to  whieh  thia  hay  can 
alone  go,  is  gcaerally  the  beat  improved  in  all  countries. 

Mr.  Bolton  haa  improved  a  great  deal  of  waate  land,  that  was 
Wider  furze,  heath,  and  wood.  He  first  grubs  it,  which  costs  for 
tlie  woody  part,  £3  or  £3  3i.,  and  for  the  liirze,  20j.  Then  levels 
jjl  holes,  &c.  and  clears  it  out  of  rocks,  at  the  expence  of  20(.  an 
«cre.  Upon  this  he  dungs  and  plants  potatoes  in  the  trenching 
way  upon  a  part,  and  upon  the  rest  fallows  and  limes  it,  and  sows 
wheat,  too  to  150  barrels  an  acre,  ]>roduce  seven  to  ten  barrels  an 
kcrc.  Then  Bands  it  for  oats  or  barley,  15  barrels  of  barley,  and 
12  of  oats.  In  this  way  he  has  done  300  acres,  which  was  not 
worth  more  than  5s.  an  acre :  now  lets  at  30i.  In  making  this 
very  no  Uo  improvement,  he  divided  the  land  in  to  well-proportioned 
fields,  and  surrounded  then)  with  very  noble  fences ;  double  ditehes, 
with  a  parapet  bank  between,  planted  on  both  sides  with  quick, 
and  on  the  top  with  a  double  row  of  oak,  elm,  ash,  or  fir ;  many 
of  these  were  planted  36  years  i^  ;  they  are  now  in  very  great 
perfection,  so  thick  and  fully  grown  aa  to  be  impervious  to  the 
sight,  and  to  take,  when  viewed  at  a  distance,  the  appearance  of 
spreading  woods.  Kothing  could  be  done  in  a  completer  manner, 
and  the  quantity  over  more  than  300  acres,  uniting  with  many 
orchards  planted  at  the  some  time,  give  his  domain  and  its  environs 
a  richness  of  landscape  not  common  in  Ireland.  I  could  not  help 
much  admiring  it  when  on  the  water ;  from  some  parts  of  the  river 
the  effect  is  very  beautiful. 

Mr.  Bolton  cannot  be  too  much  commended  for  the  humane 
attention  with  which  he  encourages  his  poor  cottar  tenantry ;  he 
^ves  them  all  leases,  whatever  their  religion,  of  21  or  31  years,  or 
lives  :  even  the  occupier  of  two  acres  has  a  lease.  It  is  incon- 
ceivable what  an  effect  this  has  had  :  this  is  the  way  to  give  the 
Catholicks  right  ideas.  I  was  for  three  weeks  a  witness  of  a  most 
spirited  industry  among  tbem;  every  scrap  of  rough  rocky  land, 
not  before  improved,  they  were  at  work  upon,  and  overcoming 
such  difficulties  as  are  rarely  to  be  found  oo  common  wastes : 
many  spots,  not  worth  fl»,  an  acre,  they  were  reclaiming  to  be 
well  worth  23*.  and  30»,  The  improvement  of  this  part  of  Mr. 
Bolton's  estate  may  be  guessed  at  when  I  mention,  that  on  only 
000  acres  of  it,  there  have  been  built,  in  six  years,  40  new  houses, 
many  of  them  handsome  ones  of  stone  and  slate.  For  cabbins, 
barnt,  &c  he  givea  timber  for  the  roofs. 
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In  1721,  Mr  Bolton  being  in  England,  where  obserrnig  ibt 
cuUiration  of  turnips  for  sheep,  he  introduced  them  on  hii  ettatc 
on  his  return,  ftnd  had  hiinllcs  made  for  penning  Bhe«p 
and  did  it  with  much  succeaBj  after  (be  BEUue  jonrtiej  AlK>,lia 
introduced  hone-beans  for  feeding  his  horses,  mixed  with 
Be  did  it  fur  twenty  jears  together,  and  with  the  greatest  niooea. 
Turnip  cabbage  he  has  tried  a\to  for  sheep,  and  found  them  to  d> 
exceedinglj  well.  One  tumip  cabbage  sown  the  beginmng  of 
April,  and  not  transplanted,  weighed  131b.  top  and  bottom.  An 
experiment  on  carrots  I  liewed,  of  which  Mr.  Bolton,  ji 
unce  fsTOurcd  me  with  the  following  accouoL 

"  When  you  wore  here,  I  shewed  you  a  few  beds  of  cwtoU, 
which  were  pulled  the  beginning  of  this  month ;  1  messured  thB 
ground,  and  when  the  carrots  were  cleaned  and  topped,  1  faw 
them  weighed,  ^'he  ground  measured  fifleen  perches,  plantatiM 
measure,  which  produced  36  hundred  and  six  stone 
besides  allowing  4lb.  to  erery  hundred  for  dirL,though  they 
very  clean  and  dry.  The  produce  is  1S6  barrels,  and  16  i 
to  an  acre  (20  stone«  to  the  barrel)  and  beyond  anything  I 
hare  imagined ;  and  I  am  certain,  had  the  carrott  been  hoed 
thinned  as  they  ought,  the  product  would  hare  been  much  ptt 
The  tops  were  giren  to  pigs ;  they  seemed  to  like  them 
than  any  thing  else.  These  fifteen  perches  are  \mrt  of  a  fieh^ 
which,  in  1774,  had  been  highly  manured  with  dung  for  potatoes. 
In  1775,  the  roots  of  the  weeds  (of  which  there  were  >  great 
quantity,  particularly  couch  grass  and  crow-foot)  were  bnmed, 
and  the  ashes  and  some  blue  sand  spread,  and  it  waa  sown  with 
turnips.  The  latter  end  of  March,  these  fifteen  perehea  were 
dug,  and  about  Ibe  I6lh  of  April  sown  with  a  pound  of  carrot- 
seed;  they  were  twice  hoed,  to  destroy  the  weeds  which  etuneup 
■very  thick." 

In  the  winter  of  1773,  Mr  Bolton  fed  10  working  horaea  en 
bull  potatoes,  twice  a  day  on  oata,  and  once  on  potatoes ;  th« 
potatoes  given  always  at  night;   the  quantity  to  each  borae 
peck  of  small  ones  i  and  at  the  other  two  feedings,  half  a  peek  < 
of  oats.      He  found  that  they  fattened  the  horses  very  much, 
did  exceedingly  well  on  tbem.     Value  of  the  potatoes,  3 
barrel.     Tbe  culture  of  rape  and  turnips  has  been  tried  in  thj»] 
neighbourhood  also  by  Mr.  James  Wyse,  merchant,  of  Waterfiiid,  < 

In  tbe  beginning  of  June,  1774,  Mr.  Wyse  ploughed  lightlj 
with  a  winged  plough,  and  burned  the  lurface  of  near  four 
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of  land,  which  had  not  been  tilled  for  many  jears.     He  spread 
the  ashei,  and  mamircd  tlie  ground  with  12  boat  loads  of  the  blue 
sand,  which  ia  taken  from  the  banks  of  the  river  at  low  wat«r, 
each  boat  load  containing  SO  toua.    Then  ploughed  and  harrowed 
it  once  ;   and  such  of  the  clods  as  were  not  thoronghly  burned  and 
pnlverized  after  harrowing,  he  turned  with  the  grassj  side  down 
to  hinder  their  growing.      About  the  middle  of  August  he  sowed 
with  rape  ;   a  little  more  than  half  a  bushel  to  an  ai^re.     It  waa 
cut  the  latter  end  of  June,  177fi,  and  produced  48   bari-ela,  of 
aixteea  stones  to  the  barrel,  which  sold  for  I6f.  per  barrel,  and  the 
straw  to  a  tallow-chandler  to  bum  for  ashes,  for  48j.     The  straw, 
or  haulm,  of  rape,  is  sold  for  twelve-pence  for  each  barrel  of  seed 
it  produced.     The  beginning  of  July,  17TS,  Mr.  Wjse  ploughed 
and  harrowed  the  ground  ;  about  the  20th  of  Julj  sowed  it  with 
turnips,  which,  ou  their  coming  np,  were  immediately  destroyed 
by  the  fly.     About  the  middle  of  August  harrowed  the  ground, 
and   sowed   turnips   again,   which   were    also   destroyed  by   the 
fly.     Mr.  Wyse  imagines  the  great  number  of  flies  were  occa- 
sioned by  the  oilincss  and  richness  of  the  ground,  (caused  by  the 
putrefaction  of  the  leaves   and  blossoms  of  the  rape)  and   the 
moisture  acid  warmth  of  the  weather.      About  the  middle  of  Oc- 
tober, the  grass  came  up  so  rich  and  luxuriant,  (though  not  eown 
with  grass  seed)  that  Mr.  Wysc  would  not  sufler  it  to  be  ploughed 
for  tillage,  as  he  had  intended.     The  latter  end  of  June,  1776, 
mowed  it,  and  it  produced  three  tons  of  hay  per  acre ;   sold  for 
34«.  per   ton,      The  sand  and  carriage  of  it  cost  about  thirty 
shillings  per  boat  load ;   ploughing,  burning,  harrowing,  sowing, 
cutting,  &c.  about  four  guineas  per  acre.    Rent  of  the  land  thirty 
•hiUiogs  an  acre.      In   1775  Mr.  Wyse  ploughed  seven  acres, 
E;which  he  prepared  in  the  same  manner  (except  sanding)   and 
B.IOwed  it  with  rape  ;  it  grew  very  well  till  the  great  frost  and  snow 
"I,  which  was  remarkably  severe,  and  which  injured  it  very  much, 
F  together  with  the  moisture  of  the  ground,  occasioned  by  springs 
I  In  the  land,  and  heavy  rains,  which  succeeded  the  frost  and  snow ; 
1  tlie  prodnce  per  acre,  about  half  the  quantity  of  the  former  year ; 
I  told  at  the  same  price.    Mr.  Wyse  recommends  narrow  ridges  for 
"st  ground.     He  thinks  a  large  quantity  of  ashes  to  be  a 
I.  chief  means  of  ensuring  a  plentiful  crop.     The  land  does  not 
Lnquire  manure  after  rape  for  wheat,  barley,  oats,  potatoes,  &c. 
k.littt  will  not  answer  for  a  second  crop  of  rape. 

Mr.  Bolton,  junior,  having  mentioned  a  neighbour  of  bis,  who 
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had  drawn  up  a  memoir  upon  making  cyder,  from  coiuiderable 
experience,  at  my  rcquiret  wroto  to  him  for  a  copj  of  it,  which  I 

liave  since  received,  with  his  p 


roi*,jH 
begS 


;  bu 

9 


TTie  folloicing  is  an  ahridgement  of  the  account. 

"  Let  applea  of  ercrj  species  hang  till  they  are  ripe,  and 
to  drop  ;  let  them  be  gathered  perfcctlv  dry,  and  if  convenient, 
in  the  heat  uf  the  day,  when  warmed  in  the  sun ;  when  ga^ered 
let  them  lie  in  heaps  for  one,  two,  three,  or  four  weeks,  according 
to  their  degrees  of  firmneas,  so  as  to  undergo  a  moderate  fermrai- 
tation  ;  let  the  moisture  be  carefully  wiped  oS,  and  each  speciBa 
separated  (if  the  quantity  of  A-uit  in  your  orchard  be  sufficient 
admit  it)  and  then  ground  in  a  mill,  or  pounded  in  trough) 
the  first  the  beat  method,  becanse  less  of  the  pulp  is  broke, 
the  liquor  will  flow  clearer  from  the  bags ;  by  pressing  the 
of  each  difltioct  species  so  separated,  the  cyder  will  undergo 
uniform  fermentation. 

When  the  fruit  are  sufficiently  broke  for  prcsaing,  let  them  lie 
fortj'cight  hours  before  they  be  pressed  ;  this  will  add  to  that 
deep  richness  of  colour,  which  to  the  eye  is  pleasing  in  cjder; 
then  let  the  Iruit  so  broke,  haviDg  stood  forty-eight  houn,  be 
pressed  in  hair  cloth  bags ;  as  the  juice  is  thus  pressed  out,  let  it 
be  poured  into  large  vessels,  usually  called  keevea,  to  undergo  tli« 
fermentation ;  three  of  these  vessels  are  necessary  in  every  orchard, 
one  to  contain  the  liquor  in  its  state  or  course  of  fermentatioa, 
while  a  second  is  filling  from  the  press,  and  the  third  to  contain 
the  pummage  before  it  be  preaaed;  three  keeves,  containing  five 
or  aix  hogsheads  each,  will  serve  for  an  orchard  that  yields  aizty 
or  seventy  hogsheads  of  cyder.  Tlie  expcnce  of  these  resseb 
made  of  double  boards,  hooped  with  iron,  or  strong  ash  hoops, 
will  not  be  very  considerable  ;  if  the  weather  should  prove  cold, 
the  fermenting  keeves  should  be  covered  with  bogs,  &c.  in  ordv 
to  quicken  the  fermentation,  which  will  be  compleated 
seven  days  if  the  weather  be  temperate,  provided  no  ne 
fermented  cyder  be  put  into  the  keeve,  which  above  ■ 
should  be  carefully  avoided  ;  when  the  fermentAtioD  is  over, 
liquor  will  be  fine,  and  should  then  be  racked  off  into  very  cleu 
hogsheads,  smoaked  with  brimstone  matches ;  the  hogsheads  should 
not  be  bunged  or  atopt  close  till  all  symptoms  of  fennentmtiaa 
cease  ;  and  In  three  weeks  or  a  montii  it  should  be 
racked,  still  observing  to  smoak  the  hogsheads  with  brii 


order 
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|<|ben  tlie  Iiogabeods  ahoulil  witli  tho  grcatcHt  care  be  vcrj  cioseiy 
Fttopped;  the  ke eyes  must  be  entirely  emptied  before  the  new 
presgcd  cjder  in  poured  intn  th^in.  The  jireat  secret  in  nmkin^ 
good  cyder,  is  to  prevent  or  mitigate  its  fermentations,  the  first 
excepted  ;  »nd  tinlhing  will  so  ofTectimlly  do  this,  aa  repCBlctt 
racking  from  tbc  foul  lee. 

Do  not  press  wildings  'till  Candlemas,  or  until  tbej  begin  to 
cot ;  and  when  tbc  juice  is  pref«cd  oat,  let  it  be  boiled  in  a 
fumnce  for  one  hour,  before  it  be  siillercd  to  work  or  ferment, 
and  that  will  greatlj  soften  tbe  acrimonj  of  its  juice." 

Mr.  William  Atkinson,  of  Mount  Wilkinson,  near  Hallycanvsn, 
seems  to  be  ver;  nttentive  to  the  orcbard  husbaiidrT  ;  from  two 
acres  be  had  twenty-one  hogsheads  of  cyder,  and  tbe  same  year 
reaped  twenty  barrels  of  wheat  undrr  the  trees,  a  produce  little 
abort  of  £S0,  or  £25  an  acre ;  three  and  a  half  barrels  of  bis 
apples  (each  6  bushels)  made  a  hogshead  of  cyder.  A  common 
practice  here  in  planting  orchards,  is  to  set  cuttings,  three  or  four 
feet  long,  halfway  in  the  ground,  of  tbe  cackagee,  jergonellc,  or 
any  act  that  grows  rough  and  knotty  in  tbe  wood  ;  they  call  them 
pilehert,  they  rarely  fail,  and  yield  well  and  soon. 

Mr.  Bolton  carried  me  to  the  bouses  of  some  fishermen  on  the 
harbour,  one  of  whom  baJ  planted  around  his  cabbin  for  shelter, 
three  years  ago,  some  willow  cuttings,  tbc  growth  of  which 
amaxed  me;  1  measured  them  SI  feet  high,  atiil  nnt  crooked  or 
bending  like  common  sortx,  but  strait  as  a  IJr.  I  took  half  a 
dozen  cuttings  with  me  to  England,  to  compai'e  it  with  tbc  sorts 

with  UB. 


October  19th,  the  wind  being  fair,  took  my  leave  of  Mr. 
Bolton,  ajid  went  back  to  the  ship ;  met  with  a  fresh  eccne 
of  provoking  delays,  so  that  it  was  th«  nest  morning, 
October  20th,  at  eight  o'clock,  before  we  sailed ;  and  then 
it  was  not  wind,  but  &  cargo  of  pasaengere  that  spread  our 
sails.  Twelve  or  fourteeo  hours  are  not  an  uucommoD 
pasaage,  but  such  was  our  luck,  that  aft«r  being  in  sight 
of  the  lighta  on  the  Smalla,  we  were  by  contrary  winds 
blown  opposite  to  Arklow  sands ;  a  violent  gale  arose 
which  perfectly  blew  a  storm,  that  lasted  thirty-aix  hours, 
in  which,  under  a  reefed  mainsail,  the  ship  drifted  up  and 
down  wearing,  in  order  to  keep  clear  of  the  coasts. 

No  wonder  this  appeared  to  me,  a  fresh-water  sailor,  as 
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a  storm,  whea  the  oldest  men  on  board  reckoned  it  a  vi 
one :  the  wind  blew  in  furious  gusts ;  the  waves  ran  y 
high  ;  the  cabbiu  niodows  burut  open,  and  the  sea  pourinp 
in  set  every  thing  afloat,  and  among  the  rest  a  poor  ladj, 
who  had  spread  bor  bed  on  the  floor.  We  had  bowever 
the  satisfaction  to  find,  by  trying  the  pumpa  eTerj  watch, 
that  the  ship  made  Uitle  water.  I  bad  more  time  to  attend 
these  circumstances  than  the  rest  of  the  passengers,  lieing 
the  only  one  in  seven  who  escaped  without  being  sick.  It 
pleased  Qod  to  preserve  us ;  but  we  did  not  cast  anehor  tn 
Miiford  Haven  till  Tuesday  morning  the  22d,  at  one  o'clock. 
It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  there  were  some  mcatia  of 
being  secure  of  packets  sailing  regularly,  instead  of  waiting 
till  there  U  such  a  number  of  passengers  as  satisfies  the 
owner,  and  captain ;  with  the  post-office  packets  there  ia 
this  satisfaction,  and  a  great  one  it  is ;  the  contrary  oon- 
duot  is  so  perfectly  detestable,  that  I  should  suppose  the 
scheme  of  the  Waterford  ones  can  never  succeed. 

Two  years  after,  havii^  been  asstired  this  conveyance 
was  put  on  a  new  tooting,  I  ventured  to  try  it  again ;  but 
was  mortified  to  find  that  the  Tyrone,  the  only  one  that 
could  take  a  chaise  or  horses  (the  Counleai  being  laid  up) 
was  repairing,  but  would  sail  in  five  days ;  I  waited,  and 
received  asauraucc  aft«r  assurance  that  she  would  be  ready 
on  such  a  day.  and  then  on  another ;  in  a  word,  I  waited 
twenty-four  days  before  I  sailed ;  moderately  speaking,  I 
could,  by  Dublin,  have  reached  Turin  or  Milan  as  soon  ■> 
I  did  Milfurd  in  this  conveyance.  All  this  time  the  papers 
had  constant  advertisements  of  the  Tyrone  sailing  regularly, 
instead  of  letting  the  pubiick  know  that  she  was  under  ft 
repair.  Her  owner  seems  to  be  a-fair  and  worthy  man,  he 
will  therefore  probably  give  up  the  scheme  entirely,  unless 
assisted  by  the  corporation,  with  at  least  four  ships  morv, 
to  sail  regularly  with  or  without  passengers;  at  present  it 
is  a  general  disappointment;  I  was  fortunate  in  Mr.  Bolton's 
acquaintance,  passing  my  time  very  agreeably  at  his  hospit- 
able mansion ;  but  those  who,  in  such  a  case,  should  find 
a  Waterford  inn  their  resource,  would  curse  the  Tyrone, 
and  set  off  for  Dublin.  The  espences  of  this  passage  are 
higher  than  those  from  Dublin  to  Holyhead :  I  paid. 
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A  fonr-wheel  chaise 330 

Tbree  horecs 330 

S«If t     1     0 

Two  scrvunls 110 

Custom-hnuseM  WBtBTfwd,  hny.  o.l«,4c  .      .     .  a      I      T 

Dllto  U  Pembroke  nnd  RubbersUm 3    0    0 

Suilon,  bonis,  and  sundry  imall  chargra,     ...  1  IS    S 

£15    S    0 
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Tonr  ill  Ibo  yeac  1777.— Dublin  to  Milchelfllown.— Fu 
turf  of  th«  Curragh. — At  Sliaen  Cutis  igBin.— Glosler. 
people  that  will  not  betrky  one  Bnolber.— Johoslown. — The  truth  abont 
Mr.  YelrertoD's  famous  crop. — In  pruse  of  the  Shannon. — Mr.  Head  at 
Xierry, — Uoir  to  make  good  a  denuieacy  in  income, 

1777. 

UPON  a  Becond  journey  to  Ireland  this  year,  I  took  the 
opportunity  of  going  from  Dublin  to  Mitchelstown,' 
by  a  route  through  the  central  part  o£  the  kingdom  which 
I  had  not  before  suffieiently  viewed. 

Left  Dublin  the  24th  of  September,  and  taking  the  road 
to  Naas,'  I  was  again  struck  with  the  great  population  of 
the  country,  the  cabbins  being  ao  much  poorer  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  capital  than  in  the  more  distant  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Mr.  Nevill,  at  Pumesa,'  had,  in  a,  very  obliging 
manner, given  directions  for  mybeing well  informed  of  the 
state  of  that  neighbourhood.  He  is  a  landlord  remarkably 
attentive  to  the  encoura^mont  of  his  tenantry. 

He  allowB  half  tbe  cxpence  of  building  bouses  on  hia  estate, 
whxcii  has  rained  seven  of  stone  and  alatc,  and  niuo  good  cabbins, 
33  by  16,  at  £27  each.  Uc  gives  annually  three  premiums  of 
£7,  £3,  and  £3,  for  the  greatest  number  of  trees,  planted  in  pro- 
portion to  tbe  number  of  their  aerce,  and  pavs  the  hearth  money 


420  A   TOLH   IN   IRELAND.  [SEPTKKBK 

of  all  who  jiliLiit  trocN.  He  also  allows  bia  tenaiita  40«.  an  aci 
Tur  all  the  parts  of  llicir  fiirm  that  want  gravplliog,  anil  does  tl 
bouD<lui7  fence  for  them,  but  he  ia  jmid  in  his  rent  vorj  well  f 
this.      The  followiDg  particulars  I  owe  to  liim. 

The  soil  in  general,  for  some  mites  every  w«;,  is  a  lime-EtM 
gravel,  which  docs  yery  well  for  wheat ;  letB  at  an  svemgt^  at  SW 
that  is,  from  lOs.  to  40i.  There  are  some  traets  of  green  bUH 
Und,  and  a  little  claj.  Bents  rose  till  1772,  but  have  eiiH 
rather  fallen :  the  whole  count;  through  may  be  14(.  or  I5t.  ] 
all  now  was  to  be  let,  it  would  be  30j. 

Farms  rise  from  15  acres  U>  SDO  :  a  middling  size  is  250.  Tfai 
arc  now  smaller  than  formerlj,  being  divided  as  fast  as  Icosea  fa] 
There  are  houses  in  general  to  all,  the  Land  lets  the  bett«r  f 
them,  owing  to  its  being  a  tillage  country,  IVIr,  NctiII  encourag 
his  tenantry  to  build,  by  being  at  half  the  expcnce.  A  coouiu 
farmer  requires  one  50  feet  long,  16  wide,  two  stories  high ;  . 
barn,  40  by  16  ;  a  stable,  40  by  16  ;  a  cow-house,  SO  bj  14  ; 
pig-stye,  hen-house,  &c.,  all  which  would  cost  about  £300,  ) 
stone,  the  house  slated,  and  would  be  suFBcient  for  250  ocrea  I 
land.     The  courses  of  crops  are  : 

1.  Fallow.  2.  Wheat.   3.  Oats.   4.  Wheat   5.  Clover.    6.  Clove 
1.  Potatoes,  2.  Barley.  a.FaUow.  4.Wheat.  5.C!oTer.  e.OoTer^ 
They  sometimes  sow  wheat  after  potatoes ;  the  crops  ore  as 
great  as  aflier  fallow  ;  but  the  quality  of  the  grain  is  not  eqniL 
Their  fallow  they  plough  first  in  winter;  harrow  in  &faj,  ( 
plough  in  ditto  and  in  June ;  stretch  it  (that  is,  form  the  ride 
in  Augnst,  making  them  of  two  boats  ;  harrow,  and  the  s 
fiirrow,  in  September  ;   and  reckon  the  best  seed  time 
of  that  mouth.     No  dung  in  general  need  for  it,  but  sometii 
gravel.     One  barrel  of  seed  to  the  acre ;  never  weed  the  crasd 
the  produce  from  five  to  twelve  barrels,  medium  seven.    Price  ^ 
late  years,  20<.  a  barrel.    They  thresh  upon  floors  formed  of  lua 
sand,  and  coal  ashes,  and  are  of  opinion  that  they  do  not  huit  t3 
colour  of  the  grain-     At  harvest  they  do  not  reap  till  it  is  qiii 
ripe,  bind  directly,  and  form  it  into  stacks  in  the  Held,  wbich  tl 
leave  out  a  fortnight.    Plough  the  polatoe  land  once  or  twica  fl 
barley,  sow  a  barrel  an  aero  of  16  stone  in  April ;   luedium  p 
of  late  years  from  7  to  12*.,  average  1&«.  Of  clover  tliey  bow  21 1 
per  acre,  generally  hn1f  clover  and  half  trcfoilc ;   do  not  si 
the  barley  is  uji,  bush  harrowing  it ;  and  on  wheat  bnll  harrow  4 
that  is,  with  harrows  without  teeth.     Never  mow  it. 


the;  plough  twice  if  Me,  sow  two  burrelB  per  acre  in  March; 
tlie  priHlucc  NIX  to  (wcIto  barrels,  and  somctiiucB  sixteen. 
Medium  price  for  a  few  years  past,  tl(.  Gd.  Upon  soruc  groundi 
Uiat  are  light,  are  Enbstituted  peue  instead  of  oata  after  wheat. 
Plough  but  once,  sow  20  slone  on  au  acre  under  furrow,  never 
weed  them  ;  the  produce  six  barrels  per  acre,  and  the  price  10«. 
No  Hax  BOWD. 

Potatoes  |;enerallj  od  a  whent  stubble,  always  well  dunged ; 
the  ridge  seven  feet,  and  the  trench  three  feet  wide,  and  to  one 
perch  in  length  of  it,  four  loads  of  dung.  Ten  sacks,  at  twenty 
stone,  plant  an  acre.  March  the  be»:t  season  ;  weed  them,  and 
get  100  sacks,  at  the  medium  price  of  St-;  the  white  English  and 
apple  sorts  the  best.  It  is  common  for  the  poor  to  hire  grass 
land  to  plant  them  on,  at  £6  to  £6  &i.  an  acre,  or  for  stubble 
land  dunged. 

Afamnl  of  an  acre. 

Planting 200 

Kecd 2  10     0 

Weeding 0  10    O 

Diggingout 300 

Rent 600 

fH     0     0 

PaooucE. 

One  hundred  sacks,  nl  br 35    0    0 

ExpeiMMS 14    0    0 

Clear  profit     .     .     .     .  £tl     0    0 

One  hundred  sacks  costing  £14  gives  the  prime  cost  of  2«.  9d.  a 
sack.  They  are  often  sold  u  they  grow,  for  £16  or  £IS  an  bctc. 
No  turnips. 

Lime  not  generally  used.  Mr.  Nevill  has  a  kiln  that  draws  16 
barrels  a  day.  Duros  with  culm,  at  Sir.  8'/.  a  barrel.  Fays  for 
quarrying,  2d.,  and  burning.  Id.  The  lime  costs  him,  at  the  kiln, 
lOd,  a  barrel.  Lime-stone  gravel  more  used,  which  lasts  seven 
years,  and  on  some  soils  longer ;  twelve  loads  on  a  square  perch 
may  be  done  for  £3  an  acre.  Tillage  is  done  with  both  horses 
uid  oxen,  and,  which  is  extraordinarj,  the  latter  are  used  by 
n  farmers  as  well  as  gentlemen.  Six  oxen,  or  six  horses 
o  a  plough,  or  four  in  winter,  do  about  half  an  acre  a 
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dftj.  In  tlic  crosa  plounln'ng,  wliirh  is  the  aecimtl,  they  go  nine 
iiichea  tleep,  at  the  olher  times  sballnwcr;  price  per  acre,  willi  a 
harrowing,  10«.  Cd.  They  d«  not  begin  to  mow  their  hoy  till 
Jitly,  get  it  into  the  large  field  cock  in  about  a  fortnight,  which 
they  leave  out  three  or  four  weeks  longer ;  a  medium  crop  12  loaiU 
an  acre,  at  the  average  price  of  Sg.  Sd. 

It  is  generally  a  corn  country,  yet  are  there  Bone  groxierx  that 
buy  in  bullocks,  but  more  cows.  Also  some  dairies  that  fatten 
veal  for  Dublin,  by  which  Ihcy  make  £3  or  £4  a  cow  ;  fcedini; 
them  iu  winter  when  dry  on  Blraw,  some  on  hay.  They  ar«  let 
out  to  dairymen  at  £i  a  cdw.  The  price  of  milch  cows,  in  May, 
£3  to  £7.  One  acre  aiul  lialf  will  aiimmcr  feed  one,  and  half  an 
acre  of  hay  for  winter. 

The  sheep  kept  are  generally  ewe  flocks  for  fattening,  for 
Dublin  market.  Buy  in  at  Balliuasloe,  at  \Qs,  to  16s.  Sell  the 
Iamb  in  June  or  July,  at  8«.  to  14«.,  and  the  ewe  in  Xovembcr, 
at  the  same  price  they  gave  ;  keep  them  chiefly  on  clover.  No 
folding.  Medium  price  of  wool,  for  10  yCara  post,  16;.  clip,  three 
to  a  atone.  They  are  not  at  all  subject  to  the  rot.  A  great  many 
hogs  bred;  keep  them  for  fattening  on  potatoes;  some  arc  finiBhed 
with  oflal  com  and  pease ;  in  summer  they  feed  them  o 
Mark  this  I  one  would  think,  from  more  than 
that  a  good  former  in  England  was  xpcoking. 

In  liiring  and  stocking  a  farm  of  200  acres,  a  man  ought  j 
employ  £500,  but  Home  of  them  will  do  it  with  £200.     Stradc  |f 
200   acres  to  have  100  acres  com,  aud  fallow  every  year. 
Twenty  horses,  at  £6,  and  Ion  bullocks,  at  C5     ....     170 

Six  cows,  at  £5 at) 

Two  sows    . S 

Six  ploughs,  at  13<. 9 

Three  MIS  of  gear) 3 

Six  cars,  at  25. 7 

Sundry  tools,  Ac Ifl 

Seed  40  a(^res  wheat 40    0    0 

20  oats     ,     .      - 13     0     0 

*  barley 200 

1  potatoes 3100 

IDclover 600 

Gi  1 

Fur  labour  he  will  have  three  cottars  for  ploughing,  &c., 

pail)  by  land;  for  other  work  allow 40 

Carried  forward       £32» 


Bniuglil  forwfird  .  £:12D     H     0 

[  County  i:esB,  41^.  an  acre 3   ID     U 

r  fjihe,  40  wheal,  G& liOO 

*■  aO  oats,      is. 4     0     0 

4  barley,  Gj 14     0 

10  hay,      4« -2     0     0 

19     4     O 

£352     a     0 


In  respect  of  labour,  every  farmer  haa  as  many  cottars  as  plDUghs, 
whom  tlicy  pay  witli  a  cabbin,  and  une  acre  of  potatoes,  reckoned 
at  SOi.,  and  a  cow  kept  through  the  year,  30i.  more.  Every 
cabbin  has  one  or  more  cowa>  a  pig,  and  some  poultry.  Their 
circumstances  just  the  same  aa  20  yean  ago.  Their  food,  potatoes 
and  milk  for  nine  monlhs  of  the  year  ;  the  other  three  wheaten 
bread,  and  ns  much  butter  as  the  cow  gives.  They  like  the 
potaloc  fare  bent.  Some  liave  herrings ;  and  others  6i.  to  lOn. 
worth  uf  beef  at  Cbristmas-  Sell  their  poultry ;  but  many  of 
them  eat  their  pig.  The  sale  of  the  fowls  buys  a  few  poun<ls  ot 
flax  for  gpiuning,  most  of  them  having  some  of  that  employment. 

TLey  are  not  much  given  to  thieving  except  huahes  and  furze, 
which  is  all  they  have  for  fuel,  there  being  do  bog  nearer  than 
that  of  Allen.  They  bring  turf  eight  and  ten  miles,  the  price  Sd, 
a  kish  of  three  Feet  and  a  half,  by  tliree  anil  Ave  long,  and  It,  'id, 
more  carriage.     A  kiah  will  last  one  common  dre  Rvc  days. 

Expence  ofbaildinga  cabbin. 

Mud  wttUs 200 

Itouf,  3  pair  principals 090 

4  doxen  of  rubberics,  at  4« 0  IG    0 

Laboar 040 

Watlles 060 

Eight  load  of  Nlraw,  5s 3     0     0 

Tbatching OBO 

Two  doora 080 

£6  11     0 

Mason's  porch  of  B  wall    ....••••!      030 
Women  are  paid  5d.  a  day,  earn  by  spinning,  3d.     A  farming- 
man,  £9  lOi.  a  year.     A  lail,  £1  lOt.     A  maid,  £2  to  £3  lOi. 
Reaping,  6(.  6d.     Mowing  gratis.  2«.  Gd.   to  3f.     Pidgeuna,  ^. 
Kabbits,  Sd.  a  couple. 
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To  Kildare.  cniaaing  the  CurragU,'  so  fiiniouB  for  its 
turf.  It  ia  a  eliee]*  walk  of  abuve  4,000  English  iu^ree. 
foTtniug  a  more  beautiful  lawn  than  the  hand  of  art  ever 
made.  Nothing  tan  exceed  the  extremo  softDeax  of  the 
turf,  which  is  of  a  verdure  that  charuiB  the  eye,  and  highly 
set  off  bj  the  gentle  inequality  of  eurface.  The  soil  is  a 
fine  dry  loam  on  a  stony  bottom  ;  it  ia  fed  by  many  lai^ 
flocks,  tiimed  on  it  by  the  ocoiipiers  of  the  adjacent  farms, 
who  alone  have  the  right,  and  pay  very  great  rents  on  that 
account.  It  la  the  only  considerable  common  in  the  king- 
dom. The  sheep  yield  very  little  wool,  not  more  than  3  lb, 
per  fleece,  but  of  a  very  fine  quality. 

From  Fumoss  t«  Shaen  Castle,  in  the  Queen'a  County, 
Dean  Coote's;'  but  as  the  husbandry, •£«.,  of  this  neighbour- 
hood ia  already  rogiatered,  I  have  only  to  observe,  that  Mr. 
Coote  was  ao  kind  as  to  shew  me  the  improved  grounds  of 
Dawson's  Court,  the  seat  of  Lord  Carlow,  which  I  had  not 
seen  before.  The  principal  beauties  of  the  place  are  the 
weU  grown  and  extensive  plantationa.  which  form  a,  shade 
not  often  met  with  in  Ireland.  There  is  in  the  back  grounds 
a  lake  well  accompanied  with  wood,  broken  by  several 
islands  that  are  covered  with  underwood,  and  an  ornamented 
walk  passing  on  the  banks,  which  leads  from  the  house. 
This  lake  is  in  the  season  perfectly  alive  with  wild  fowl  ; 
near  it  ia  a  very  beautiful  spot,  which  »)mmands  a  view  of 
both  woods  and  water,  a  situation  either  for  a  house  or  a 
temple.  Mr.  Dawson  is  adding  to  the  plantations,  an 
employment  of  all  others  the  most  meritorious  in  Ireland. 
Another  work  scarcely  less  ao,  was  the  erecting  a  large 
handsome  inn,  wherein  the  same  gentleman  intends  eata- 
bliabing  a  peraon  who  shall  be  able  to  supply  travetlera, 
post,  with  cither  chaises  or  horses. 

From  Shoen  Castle  to  Gloatcr,'  in  the  King's  County,  the 
seat  of  John  Lloyd,  Esq.,  member  for  that  county,  to  whose 
attention  I  owe  the  following  particulars,  in  which  he  took 

'  Tlie  Curmfch  dT  KiMan.'  i^  Crown  properif,  and  first  becune  ■ 
permanent  enL'umpinviil  in  185fi. 

'  ChBrlesCcKite,  Dean  of  Kilfenom,  1701-96,  inheritri  ihe  property  of 
hta  brother,  Qeneral  SirKjrreCcioui,lwire  Commuider-m-cbivf  in  Inilik, 
vtd  iheconquerar  of  Hjdar  Ali,  who  died  tl  Madras  in  1784.  

'  Oloucealer,  nine  mile*  wiutli  ofBirr  or  Famniitown. 


K  -every  meiinB  to  have  me  well  and  accurately  iuformed. 
But  first  let  me  observe,  that  I  was  mucb  pleased  to  remark, 
all  the  waj  from  Naas  quite  to  EoBBcrea.  that  the  country 
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Ireland,  and  c 

ng  an  opportunity  of 

ion  of  last  year.     Th« 


was  amongst  the  finest  I  had  e 
quently  that  I  was  fortunate  i 
■eeing  it  after  the  involuntary  omissio 
cabbinB,  though  many  of  them  are  very  bod,  yet  are  better 
than  in  some  other  counties,  and  chimniea  generally  a  part 
(rf  them.  The  people  too  have  no  very  miserable  appear- 
ance; the  breed  of  cattle  and  sheej*  good,  and  the  hoga 
xnuch  the  best  I  have  any  where  seen  in  Ireland.  Turf  is 
every  where  at  hand,  and  in  plenty  ;  yet  are  the  bogs  not 
BO  general  as  to  affect  the  beauty  of  the  country,  which  is 
verj  great  in  many  tracts,  with  a  scattering  of  wood,  which 
makes  it  pleasing.  Shaen  Castle  stands  in  the  midst  of  a 
very  fine  tract.  From  Mountratb^  to  Gloster,  Mr.  Lloyd's, 
I  could  have  imagined  myself  in  a  very  pleasing  part  of 
England  ;  the  country  breaks  into  a  variety  of  inequalities 
of  hill  and  dale ;  it  is  all  well  inclosed,  with  fine  hedges; 
there  is  a  plenty  of  wood,  not  so  monojtoliKed  as  in  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom  by  here  and  there  a  solitary  seat,  but 
spread  over  the  whole  face  of  the  prospect :  look  which 
way  you  will,  it  is  cultivated  and  chearful. 

The  King's  County  contains  the  following  baronies,  and  annexed 
to  their  niimca  ix  the  value  per  acre  of  each : 

Clunliak £0  15  0 

Bullibrit 0  16  0 

Eglisb 0  13  0 

Bdliboy O  10  0 

GuTycutln 0  13  0 

GubUI 0  la  0 

Coolnstown 


W«rr. 


1     6     0 


Rallicnwin .     . 

Kilcuunij'   .    . 
tipper  «rol  Lowi 

In  Gasbill  a 

Warrenotown  is  Croohi^n  LIU,  famons  for  the  great  fleeces  the 
sheep  yield  tbat  are  fed  on  iL.  A  Curragh  sheep,  from  giving 
3  lb.,  carried  there  will  yield  12  lb.,  but  the  ijuality  is  coarse. 


T  Philip's  Town 0  16    0 

i  13,000  acres  belonging  to  Lord  Dighy  ;   and  in 


'  Co.  Tipperary. 
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There  Are  great  tracts  of  bog  in  tlie  county;  anc]  153.000 
ttcres  Ibatpaj  coimlj  cliarges;  170,000  acres  at  15».  and  30,000 
ofbog.  The  rise  ur  renin  since  17i?0,  more  than  two-thinb,  but 
ar«  much  fallen  since  IT72,  in  manj  farms  4t.  in  the  pound. 

Estates  through  the  county  are  remarkably  diTtded ;  and  are 
in  general  oinali.  The  size  of  jaims  varies  much,  600  acres  are  s 
Tery  large  one ;  naiially  not  less  than  100 ;  very  few  in  partner- 
■hip.  There  are  many  farms  without  buildings,  which  if  divided 
and  built,  would  let  much  better.  The  arable  system,  when 
burning  is  permitted,  is  to  plough  in  the  sprmg,  very  thin,  then 
croEs  cut  it  and  bum  the  sod  as  soon  as  the  season  Berres,  which 
will  be  some  time  in  June  ;  plough  in  the  Bshe.i  very  lightly,  and 
aow  turnips  ;  these  they  never  hoe,  which  is  said  to  be  difficult, 
on  account  of  the  number  of  stones ;  they  feed  the  crop  on  the 
land  with  three-year  old  wethers  or  lambs.  After  thi«,  plough  it 
np  and  fallow  for  a  second  crop  of  turnips,  which  they  manage  as 
the  first,  but  feed  them  earlier ;  then  jiloiigli  once,  and  set  it  to 
the  poor  for  potatoes,  at  £6  6».  to  £6  10*.  an  acre,  after  which 
they  sow  here  upon  one  plongliing;  this  they  succeed  with  wheat 
also  on  one  ploughing ;  and  after  the  wheat,  oats.  Then  they 
summer  and  winter  fallow,  which  is  fciUnwed  by  wheat  and  oats 
as  before ;  but  by  this  time  the  land  is  quite  exhausted.  A  partial 
burning  is  sometimes  used,  which  is  to  break  up  in  November,  and 
plough  twice  or  thrice  by  May,  and  then  to  burn  what  the  harrow 
does  not  reduce.  For  wheat  they  plough  once,  as  before  mentioned, 
in  the  burning  course,  and  four  times  on  a  fallow.  Sow  20  stone 
to  an  acre;  the  crop  five  to  sii  and  a  half  barrels;  the  medium  price 
of  late  £1 1«.  a  barrel.  They  sow  a  barrel  of  here,  of  sixteen  stone, 
tlie  crop  14  to  23  barrels,  which  great  produce  is  from  the  rich  pre- 
paration. Of  oats  two  barrels,  or  24  stone,  the  crop  10  to  16;  ol 
barley  they  sow  16  stone,  the  crop  10  to  16-  The  price  of  bere  and 
barley  9i.  6d.  No  clover  at  all  sown,  nor  any  gross  scedfi,  and 
very  few  pease  or  beans,  as  they  never  feed  their  pigs  or  hones 
with  either.  Very  little  flax.  There  are  a  few  bleach  yards 
about  Clara,  &c.,  but  the  business  is  not  miieh  upon  the  tncreaae. 
Potatoes  ihey  plant  in  the  common  trenching  way ;  the  aeason 
from  the  middle  of  April  to  the  middle  of  &Iay ;  more  after  Iht 
first  of  May  than  before  it;  eight  barrels  plant  an  acre  ;  the] 
always  weed  them.  The  apple  sort  is  preferred  from  Ustia| 
longest :   the  medium  price  2rf.  a  Btoue  ;  twenty  stone    '     '        ^ 
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Arrount  of  an  acrr. 
ntiiig,  4S  men,  llio  Kr&t  niiil  aeconil  rrvnchliig  &t  Sd.   .     . 

'    Seed,  at  3*.  -!(/ 

Taking  up,  48  men 

Pitking  np,  carnrmg  home,  and  sorting;  hone-hire  only,  ni 

the  famitj'  does  the  rest      . 

I    Bent 


Prime  cost.  2s.  3i/.  a  barrel.  A  barrel  will  last  a  family  of  five 
penioiis  H  week. 

The  turnips  nn  tlic  burnt  land  they  how  from  the  20tli  of  July 
to  the  fourth  of  Aiigiint,  but  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  earlier 
upon  a  fallow,  the  quantity  of  Deed  I^lb.  ;  they  never  hoe  ;  the 
price  upon  an  average  £3  an  acre,  either  to  take  away  or  feed  on 
die  land,  bnt  the  former  rarely  done;  they  feed  them  off  with  fat 
■faecp  or  lambs,  very  rarely  with  blaek  cattle. 

No  lime  burnt  for  manure,  nor  any  lime-stune  gravel  used, 
thounh  plenty  of  it  found  all  the  country  through.  One  farmer 
toade  an  experiment  of  them  both  for  corn,  but  neither  answered ; 
the  general  opinion  is,  its  being  bad  fur  the  grass  afterwards ; 
there  is  not  any  marie  known ;  the  farm-yard  system  incomplete, 
as  every  where  else,  foddering  in  the  Gelds ;  but  cows  are  kept 
in  the  hniue  at  night,  and  fed  with  hay  for  about  five  months  in 
the  winter.  Their  bay  grounds  they  wish  to  shut  up  about  the 
3Sth  of  March,  but  if  their  hay  is  finis]ie<l,  they  are  obliged  to  be 
later;  mow  from  the  15th  of  July  to  the  15th  of  September, 
which  lateness  ia  owing  to  their  feeding  so  late  in  the  spring. 
They  nsually  upon  the  average  of  weather,  and  management,  get 
it  into  the  large  cock  in  about  ten  days,  and  leave  it  in  that  from 
one  to  two  montha ;  the  medium  produce  per  acre,  two  tons  and 
a  quarter,  and   the  price   30j.   a  ton  ;    the  women   here   never 

Tillage  is  performed  more  with  horses  than  with  homed  cattle ; 
ihe  latter   only  by   considerable  graxiers,  and  they  arc  usually 
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flpajed  beifers.      Four  horgc9,  or  four  Lciliiri)  lo  a  ploiigL,  whiil 
do  halfaD  acre  a  <lay ;  the  depth,  from  the  BhullowDCGs  of  the  i 
not  more   than  nin  or  ncven  indies;  the  price  T«.  6rl.  tn  a 
Very  fe*r  hcyg^  kept,  not  more  than  for  mere  convenience. 

To  hire  and  stock  n  farm  will,  on  an  average,  take  40«.  MI 
acre,  if  a  grazing  one,  but  less  in  proportion  to  the  tillage ;  bni 
there  are  men  who  will  hire  on  little  or  no  capital ;  thia  however 
ia  much  less  than  formerly,  from  several  landlords  having  aufferacl 
aeverely  from  it.  The  tillage  of  tbc  wliolc  country  is  very  iocooa 
siderable ;  it  is  chieHy  pasturage,  not  one  acre  in  Gfleen  i^  tilled ; 
the  barony  of  Garrycastlc  bas  much  more ;  one  reason  of  thert^ 
not  being  more,  is  the  number  of  farms,  from  ISO  to  400  acre*, 
under  leases  for  ever,  which  are  so  highly  improved  by  tha 
tenuits  that  tbej  abstain  from  tillage,  under  the  idea  of  its  being 
prejudicial.  Respecting  the  labour  of  a  farm,  the  standing  busi-- 
nets  is  done  by  cottars ;  a  cottar  is  one  who  has  a  cabliin 
acre  and  a  half  of  garden,  charged  at  30i).,  and  tbc  grass  of  one  a( 
two  cows,  at  25t,  each,  and  the  daily  pay  6d,  the  year  tbrough^. 
the  account  being  kept  by  tallies,  and  those  charges  deducted; 
the  year's  labour  amounts  to  about  £6  after  the  co  " 
bia  potatoes  and  turf  is  deducted ;  the  remaining  40f.  is  paid  in 
money,  hay,  or  any  tiling  else  the  man  wants.     The  cows  are  fed 

by  a  firld  being  assigned  for  nil  tbc  cottars  of  the  farm.  

instance  of  a  cottar  without  a  cow.  The  calves  tbey  rear  till  haU 
a  year  old,  and  then  sell  them  at  12s.  to  20i.,  which  will  pay  fot 
the  cow's  Lay,  They  keep  no  sheep,  but  every  cabbin  bas  a  pig, 
a  dog,  and  some  poultry.  No  diSercoce  in  their  circumstance 
for  the  last  fiflecn  yean.  It  ia  here  thought  that  it  would  be  ver 
difficult  to  nurse  up  a  race  of  little  farmers  from  the  c«ttara,  b 
adding  land  gradually  to  them  at  u  fair  rent ;  it  would  be  a]g 
very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  cut  off  the  cottars  from  I 
farm  ;  nobody  would  be  troubled  with  such  tet 
farmer  would  hire  a  farm  with  tlie  poor  on  it  independent  of  hinti 
their  cattle  and  all  their  property  would  be  in  constant  danger] 
OS  the  kingdom  increases  in  prosperity,  such  ideas  it  i«  to  * 
hoped  will  Taniab,  Their  food  is  potatoes  and  milk  for  t 
months,  and  potatoes  and  salt  the  remaining  two;  they  b»Tl 
however  a  little  butter.  They  sell  their  pig,  their  calf,  and  tbei] 
poultry,  nor  do  they  buy  meat  for  wore  than  ten  Sundaya  i: 
year.  Their  fuel  coats  them  about  14«.  a  year,  or  eighty  kigli  a 
■rf,  an  ample  allowance.     There  is  in  every  cabbin 


wheel,  which  in  iiacd  by  the  women  at  leisure  hours,  or  bj  a 
grown  girl;  but  for  twelve  years  19  iu  20  of  thein  breed  every 
secoad  year.     Vive  le  pomme  de  Tere  I 


Expeace  of  n  poor  family, 

Cabhin  and  garden 

Lubour  in  Ihe  garden 

TwocowB 

Hay  for  ditto 

Tutf 

CloBthiiUF,  15i.  a  head 

TooIb 

Hearth  las 


303  daja  Hpinning  betwcon  the  wife  am]  duughlcr 


ExpeDces  . 
Rcmalna  for  whisky,  Ac  £c. 


Potatoes  are  much  more  the  food  than  formerly ;  there  are 
full  twice  as  many  planted.  The  cottars  in  their  gardens 
follow  the  course  of  crops  Brat  mentioned.  They  are  all 
very  much  addicted  to  pilfering:  their  general  character 
idleness  and  dirtiness,  and  want  of  att«ntion.  They  are 
remartable  for  a  most  inviolable  honour  in  never  betraying 
each  other,  or  even  any  body  else,  which  resulta  from  a 
general  contempt  of  order  and  lav,  and  a  want  of  fear  of 
every  thing  but  a  cudgel;  the  reader  will  remember  that 
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maiming  cattlt?,  pulling  down  and  scattering  stacks,  and 
Imrmng  the  houBes  of  those  who  take  lauds  over  tlicir 
heads,  are  very  well  known.  I  am  registering  tDfonnation, 
and  that  not  from  one  or  two  persons,  but  eoTeraL 

The  pasturage  syatetn  is  to  buj  in  jearling  calves,  called  bull 
ehini,  at  from  S5i.  to  S5i.  (but  twenty  years  ago,  22j.  9d.  each), 
which  they  geiierall}'  sell  at  Bannagfaer'  fair,  when  three  years  and 
an  half,  at  £5  lOf.  to  £6,  buying  and  selling  regularly  every  year. 
Tbcy  also  buy  cows  in  May,  aud  sell  ttieu  fat  in  autumn,  tnth 
40«.  profit,  Sheep  they  either  breed,  or  buy  hoggiu  ia  May,  at 
I2>.  to  ISi.  each  in  the  fleece,  and  sell  them  fat,  at  three  years  and 
an  half  old,  from  £1  1<.  to  £1  is.  each  ;  they  get  three  fleeces, 
worth  18(.,  the  profit  10«.  ahead,  keeping  tbem  three  surouiers  and 
two  winters.  No  folding,  flocks  rise  from  100  to  2,000,  they 
calcidate  to  keep  a  sheep  to  every  acre  of  their  farms.  The 
fleeces,  on  au  average  of  a  running  stock,  ore  three  to  a  stone  of 
16  lb.  The  price,  this  year,  I7j.  6(/.,  twenty  years  ago  only  9*. 
10».  Not  much  alteration 
country ;  all  fat  ones  are  in 
hay.     Their  low  lands  n 
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number  of  sheep  through  tli« 
t  winter  fed  with  turnips  and  a  little 
but  being  more  careful  than  formerly, 
is  \  that,  with  the  gid  (a  iudden  gid- 
,  are  the  chief  distempers  they  an 


diness)  and  tlie  red 
troubled  with. 

Milch  cows  are  kept  only  for  convenience,  a  few  to  every  farm. 
An  acre  anU  half  necessary  to  keep  one  the  year  through,  bol 
must  have  1  j  ton  of  hay  besides.  One  four  or  five  years  old 
ready  for  milk  in  the  spring,  sells  for  five  or  six  guineas.  A 
three-year  old  heifer  ready  to  calve,  four  or  five  guineas. 

The  bounty  on  the  inland  carriage  of  flour  to  Dublin  has  occa- 
sioned the  building  several  mills,  five  considerable  ones,  four  were 
immediately  built  in  consequence.  I'he  quantity  of  tillage  fau 
increased  double  in  20  years ;  probably  from  this  cause,  amofw 
others,  has  arisen  the  increase  of  whisky,  the  quantity  of  which 
is  three  times  greater  than  fifteen  jcnrs  ago.  Not  leas  tluw 
30,000  barrels  of  barley  and  bere  are  distilled  yearly  within  S 
miles  of  Gloster. 

Land  sells  at  25  years'  purchase.     Suppose  six  farms,  one  let 

for  ever,  at  20  years'  purchase,  one  fur  three  lives,  let  20  yean 

ago,  20 — one  for  two  lives,  ditto  28 — one  for  one  life,  ditto  30 — 

'  Banagher,  King's  Count;. 
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ODe  for  31  jcsrs,  30 — ono  to  let  now,  20.  Arer^c  of  all,  25 
jeara.  Ten  jc&ra  ^o  it  would  have  been  twenty-six  and  a  half; 
twenty  years  ago,  twenty-three  and  a  hulf.  Leasoa  arc  generally 
fur  three  lives,  or  thirty-one  years. 

The  country  in  general  is  much  improved  in  moat  national 
circumstances ;  buildings  arc  much  increased,  on  a  larger  scale, 
and  of  a  far  better  sort  than  twenty  years  ago  ;  there  is  also  a 
rise  in  the  price  of  almost  all  commodities. 

Prices  not  minuted  ia  the  table. 
Eabbilx,  fid.  a  couple.  Roasting  pigs,  2>.M.,  much  beyond  llio 
proportion  of  other  things.  Rise  in  the  price  of  meat,  Iff.  a  lb. 
in  twenty  years,  since  which  here  has  also  advanced,  from  6«.  to 
9i,  Gd.  the  barrel  of  16  stouc.  Women's  labour,  4d.  Wages  of 
a  farming  man,  £4,  ditto  a  boy,  £],  ditto  a  maid,  £2.  From  10 
to  14  men  reap  aii  acre  of  com  in  a  day.  Moving  grou,  by  tlie 
acre,  2s.  %\d.,  two  men  do  it  in  a  day.  Threshing  wheat,  Gd.  a 
ban-el.  Bcre,  M.  Oats,  3il.  Cutting  tiirf,  footing,  &c.,  \2s.  the 
120  kJsh. 

BUILDINO. 
A  coinmon  cabbin,  £5.    Ditto  of  atone,  £10  to  CIS. 

Walling,  masoD'a  perch  work 0    0    7 

Une  burel  lime OOG 

SB«Bn  load  stone Oil 

Alleadance 002 

Sand  and  carriage UIO 


Feet  high  . 


3     4 


A  guinea  a  perch,  7  feet,  6  inches  high.  Slates,  9j.  %d.  a 
thousand.  Slating,  £1  2i.  9d.  a  square,  everything  included. 
Onk,  ]».  3d.  a  foot.  Ash  and  home  fir,  Ii.  Lime,  fire-pence 
halfpenny  a  barrel,  burnt,  with  turf  in  kilns  on  arches;  two 
arches  bum  400  barrels,  the  stone  targe.  400  kish  of  turf  will 
bum  400  barrels  ;  price  of  burning  and  filling  from  £2  Ss.  6d.  to 
a  guinea  and  half. 

September  30tb.  took  my  leave  of  Mr.  Llojd,  agcntlemaa 
from  whose  conrersatioa  I  reaped  equal  imtruction  and 
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amuRement.  Passed  by  ShiDroan,'  Murderinny,'  and  Gruf^ 
to  JtihnGtowQ,'  tbo  seat  of  Pt^ter  Holmes,  Esq.  Much  of 
this  line  a  very  beautiful  touutry ;  near  Johnstown  nothing 
can  be  more  pictureaque,  the  whole  wdl  planted  with 
hedges  and  little  woods,  and  consisting  of  the  most  fanciful 
variety  of  hill,  dale,  and  swelling  declivities,  upon  which 
every  bush  and  tree  is  ee«ii  to  advantage. 

For  the  following  particulars  I  am  indebted  to  Mn 
Holmes,  who,  notwithstanding  his  own  ability  to  answer' 
every  question,  trusted  not  to  it,  but  called  in  the  best, 
aGsiBtance  the  neighbourhood  could  give. 

Baroniet  in  the  counli/  of  Tipperary. 

Lower  Ormond,  20*.  iin  acre- — Upper  Omtoiiil,  20». — Skevin, 
18i. — Eliognrty,  20*. — Owen  and  Aira,  18*, — Clanwiiliam, 
£1  2*.  9t(.— Middle  third,  25*.  Besides  Ifla,  OtTs,  and  Kil- 
ntmanna.  Tbe  whale  county  on  an  average  would  now  let  fol 
20*.  nn  acre.     Rents  have  doubled  in  twenty  years. 

Tliroiigh  the  whole  barony  of  Lower  Ormond,  the  soil 
|rcncral  a  dry  lime-stone  land.  Farms  are  large,  some  very  largfl, - 
few  less  than  5  or  600  acres :  the  size  is  rather  increased. 
are  many  without  any  huildtngs,  and  it  is  only  from  particular 
circuniiitanceE  that  they  let  the  better  for  them.  The  small  fkrnu 
are  taken  much  in  partnership  ;  a  parcel  of  labourers  will  take 
I  or  200  acres.     The  common  course  of  tillage  is, 

1.  Pare,  and  burn  for  tuniips.  2.  Tnniips.  3.  Potatoea,' 
4.  Bcre.  5.  WLeiit.  fi.  Oats.  7.  Grey  pease.  8.  Fallow, 
9.   Wheat.      10.   C  '"     ' 


I 

I 


I 


Also, 

1.   Falli 
before. 

The 

will  be 


<.      11.  Lay  out  f 
fi^m   the  turf. 


grasB  quite  cshausl«i 
Turnips,  and  then  i 

t  Christmas ; 


)  plough  the  80(1  a 
plough  it,  and  let  it  dry,  bum  as  soon  as  dry,  wliid 
May ;   spread  the  aahes  plough  once,  a 
barrow  in  a  pound  and  a  half  or  two  pounds  of  seed  lo  the  acll 
from  the  20th  of  June  to  the  4th  of  August.      Tlicy  n 
hoe  or  wee<!.     Begin  to  feed  them  upon  the  land  in  DecemUl 
with  fat  sheep,  giving  three  or  four  acres  at  a  time  to  2  o 
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nbeep ;  and  one  acre  to  100  abecp,  giving  tliem  at  tbe  Bamc  timo 
baj  ia  sbeep  racks ;  a  miildling  acre  will  keep  13  from  ChrtBtmag 
to  the  first  of  April,  being  wortb  from  two  guineas  to  £3.  They 
are  also  commonly  used  for  sheep  and  lamba  in  Maroh  and  April. 
The  profit  upon  fat  ahcep,  from  turnips  only,  will  amount  to 
from  7i.  to  lOj.  a  head.  The  knd  is  ploughed  three  timea  for  the 
second  crop ;  but  the  turnips  are  not  so  sweet  for  shi^ep  as  tbe 
flrat,  yet  they  sell  ag  well :  they  must  be  eaten  off  first,  as  they 
will  not  stand  so  long  aa  the  others. 

The  poor  people  hire  this  turnip  land  at  six  guineas  to  £7  IOj. 
for  planting  potatoes.  About  ten  years  ago  the  price  wai  tour 
guineas  to  £5.  but  the  restrictions  on  paring  and  burning  have 
lessened  the  quantity  of  it.  For  this  potatoe  crop  one  plonghing 
is  given  in  March  or  April,  six  to  eight  barrels  of  seed  planted ; 
the  favourite  sorta  are  tbe  apple  potatoe  for  late,  and  the  earl; 
wise  for  early  use.  They  hand  weed  them  careAilly,  and  take 
them  up  the  middle  of  November  or  beginning  of  December, 
the  average  crop  90  barrels. 

E^j..,,ce4  on  an  acre. 

Kent 6  16  fi 

So»en  barrels  of  «*d,  ttl  « 18  0 

Planting,  30  men  a  day 0  16  0 

Taking  up,  eighty  men  a  day 3    0  0 

£11     0     6 

Froddcb. 

N!n«ly  barrels,  at  M 18    0    0 

Expences 1106 

Profit £6  19     G 


Prime  cost,  2*.  5d.  a  barreL 

The  culture  baa  increased  very  mnch,  and  been  the  means  of 
reclaiming  great  tracts  of  land,  which  otherwise  would  never  have 
been  touched.  The  potatoe  land  they  plough  immediately  for 
bore,  and,  if  weather  dry  enough,  sow  14  etone  per  acre,  and  get 
16  barrels.  For  the  wheat  thej  plough  thrice ;  sow  in  November 
14  stone,  and  get  7  barrels. 

It  was  ia  this  neighbourhood  Mr.  Telverton  had  Iiis 
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famous  crop,  vhicti  has  been  writt«D  so  often  in  ail  the 
books  of  huabandi'y  in  Europe,  but  nobody  here  beliered 
it.  The  account  I  had  was  this :  that  he  selected  the  beet 
acre  in  a  field  of  30,  which  he  marked  out ;  but  hJa  laboureiB 
knowing  his  intention,  put  many  stocks  from  the  adjacent 
parts  of  the  field  into  that  acre.  Thus  without  any  intea* 
tional  deceit  in  the  gentleman  himself  was  the  public  com- 
pletely deceiTed.  From  hence  it  appears,  there  was  some 
reason  in  my  proposing  to  the  London  Society,  to  annex  to 
their  premiums  for  the  greatest  crops,  the  conditioD  of 
reaping,  threshing,  and  measuring  all  in  one  day,  and  in 
the  presence  of  witnesses ;  which  they  adopted,  much  agajnat 
the  opinion  of  several  gentlemen,  who  did  not  approve  it. 

Fur  tlic  data  thej  plough  ooce,  suw  two  barrels  in  March,  and 
get  on  an  uverage  filom  10  to  14.  For  the  pease,  they  ploi^ 
once,  BOW  twenty  stone  broad  cast,  are  so  far  from  hoeing  cr 
weeding,  that  Iheff  like  to  have  weedt  among  them,  bj/  mag  of 
ttieh*!  get  six  or  seven  barrels  an  acre.  The  encceeding  fallow 
is  ploughed  four  times,  the  crop  of  wheat  as  good  as  after  here, 
but  the  following  oats  will  not  yield  above  eight  or  nine  barrels. 

The  medium  pricea  of  the  preceding  products  have  of  late 
years  been,  Wheat,  20*.  Bere,  IOj.  Oats,  5i.  Pease,  Gt. 
There  are  very  few  threshing  floors  of  wood:  but  they  make  the 
clay  ones  so  hard,  that  they  think  them  as  good.  Flax  is  sown  ' 
only  by  the  cottars  in  their  gardens;  very  few  that  do  not  a 
some.  Six  pottles  of  seed  on  about  four  perch  of  land, 
proportion  it  very  exactly  to  their  own  consumption ;  it  is 
by  weavers,  who  make  it  their  busineas  to  weave  for  others ; 
there  aro  very  few  gentlemen  that  do  not  do  the  same  ft 
coarse  linen  of  their  families. 

Marie  and  lime-atone  sand  are  the  manures  used  here, 
hove  two  ways  of  improving  waste  land  with  inarle :  they  p 
and  sow  oats,  and  marie  the  stubble :  or  else  they  narle  a 
upon  the  lay :   this  ia  mostly  practised  in  the  Dubarrow  i 
tains,'  where  it  has  worked  very  great  improvements.      It  is  i 
soapy  marie,   full   of  shells,   dredged   from  the   bottom   < 
Shannon.     The  expcnce  of  getting  it,  with  boats  and  c 
into  the  land,  is  40i.  an  acre.     Lime-stone  sand  is  laid  ot 
end  of  an  exhausting  course,  on  the  oat  stubble :  it  coats  a 

'  Am  mountains,  norlh-weat  co.  Tipperary. 
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SOi,  an  ftcre.  Terj  litUe  lime  used.  No  fftrm-jarda ;  the  hajr  ia 
stacked  in  the  fields  where  it  is  designed  to  be  fed,  and  scattered 
about ;  and,  shame  on  them  1  thcj  do  the  same  with  their  straw ; 
bnt  DO  wonder  the  fann-jard  system  is  unknown,  for  the^  nell 
much  of  their  com  iu  the  stack  in  the  field,  which  genttemen  buy 
for  straw.  Great  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  Duhorrow 
mountains,  insomuch  that  the  tythes  of  one  parish  have  risen  from 
£70  a  year  to  £400. 

The  sheep  in  the  Ormond  baronies  are  kept  chiefly  for  breed- 
ing; they  du  not  sell  the  lambs  till  they  become  three-year-old 
wethers ;  give  the  ewes  the  ram  at  two  years  old,  which  supply 
the  place  of  the  old  ewes,  culled  out  and  fattened  at  four  years 
old,  going  five.  In  170  there  are  SO  ewes,  40  lambs,  40  two-year- 
olds,  20  three -year -old  wethers  sold,  20  ewes  kept,  and  20  old 
ones  sold.  Ten  are  kept  for  accidents.  The  fat  wethers  sell  at 
SO*,  from  grass,  and  30(.  from  turnips ;  and  the  20  culled  ewes 
will  sell  at  20«.  each ;  the  wool  of  the  whole,  three  fleeces  to  ft 
■tone.  Mr.  Robert  Gowen  has  sold  a  score  of  four-year-old 
wethers  at  Dublin  for  £59.  Their  black  cattle  arc  in  the  luc- 
ceasion  way.  To  1,000  acres,  besides  1,600  sheep,  they  will  lay 
in  180  year-old  calves  every  year,  at  iSs.,  bought  in  from  May  to 
September,  the  right  time  May  and  June ;  they  keep  them  two 
years  and  an  half,  selling  them  in  November  at  £6  to  £t),  allow- 
ing three  for  losses,  there  would  be 

177  calves,  177  two -year-olds,  177  three -year -olds — 531. 
Also  upon  1,000  acres  there  would  be  two  breeding  mares  and 
dix  colts,  ten  working  heifers,  4  car  horses,  and  ten  milch  cows  ; 
there  would  also  be  100  acres  of  1,000  in  tillage,  ten  of  which 
under  turnips  every  year,  and  fifty  acres  of  hay  mown;  an 
instance  out  of  thousands  how  little  attention  in  Ireland  is  paid 
to  providing  a  due  quantity  of  winter  food. 

Mr.  William  Harden,  thirty-two  years  ago,  sold  wool  at  6).  6d. 
a  stone;  it  rose  gradually  for  ten  yean  to  lOs.  6ff.,  auddid  not  get 
up  to  I5i.  till  about  four  years  ago;  bnt  the  price  was  very 
fluctuating,  rising  and  falling  suddenly  without  any  evident 
reason ;  the  weight  of  the  fleeces  have  not  increased  in  thirty 
years,  but  the  number  of  sheep  is  greater ;  turnips  were  com- 
monly sown  at  that  time.  In  black  cattle,  however,  there  has 
been  a  great  improvement,  being  much  larger  than  formerly. 
Calves  have  risen  in  price  aa  much  as  wool,  such  as  now  cost  4S(. 
might,  thirty  years  ago,  have  been  had  at  20i.  Mr.  Ilanlen's 
father  bought  a  two-ycar-old  bullock  for  5s. 
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In  tillage,  bullocks  and  heifers  are  generalljr  need,  fuai  in  • 
plough,  and  the;  do  not  quite  half  an  aero  a  da;.  Three  [ilonghi 
wiJl  do  an  acre;  ihey  stir  five  inches  deep.  The  price  6i- 
Faring  ami  burning  take  from  tnelve  to  forty  men  pet  acte. 
according  to  the  drjncss  of  the  season. 

Labour  ia  doue  by  cottars,  who  have  a  cabbin  and  a  garden  of 
one  acre,  if  only  one  man  in  family,  but  if  the  son  is  grown,  tva 
acres.  The  cabbin  and  one  acre  is  rcdcoued  at  20«.,  also  t«« 
coUops,  at  20f.  each,  which  are  generally  cows.  All  lliia  he 
work*  out  at  five  pence  a  day,  all  extra  labour  six  peDoehaUpennf 
a  day,  and  eight  pence  in  harrcat.  They  all  have  from  one  hi 
three  pigs,  and  much  poultry.  Their  food  is  potatoes  for  al 
least  eleven  months  of  the  year,  and  one  month  of  oat,  bariejr,  or 
here  bread. 

Expencea  ami  receipt  of  a  cottar  family. 

Cabbin,  anJ  one  arre  r«nl 100 

TwoTOwa 8     0    0 

One  stono  of  bn>ken  wool <i|4(> 

Wealing  it 0    3    D 

Wealing  their  linen ,    .     ,     ,       OS0 

Hearth  money OSP 

Tools ; OSO 

Tylheofoneacri' OSO 

Hire  of  half  an  arre  poluloes 380 

£8     0    0 

Rfceipt. 

Two  pt|;;9 2O0 

Un  an  aTerago  of  years  the  two  oows  will  yield  thrae  calves  in 

Poultry O  IS    0 

Hire    .     .      365  days 

53  Sundays 

15  holydays 

SO  bad  weather 

4S  sickness  anil  Iheir  own  work 


IB  for  unapcdficd  arliclcs £t    : 
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It  is  0,  general  rem&rk,  that  industrious  and  attentive 
men  will  earn  ^5  in  the  year.  The  circumBtances  of  tlio 
poor  are  much  better  than  they  were  twenty  years  ago,  for 
their  land  and  cabbina  are  not  chained  to  them  by  gentlemen 
higher  than  they  were  30  years  ago,  while  all  they  sell 
beora  double  the  price. 

Potatoes  are  rather  more  cultivated  and  eaten  than 
twenty  years  ago,  and  are  managed  better.  The  poor  in 
this  neighbourhood  are  by  no  raeana  to  be  accused  of  a 
general  spirit  of  thieving.  It  arises  from  holding  them  in 
too  much  contempt,  or  from  the  improper  treatment  of 
their  auperiora.  No  White-boys  have  ever  arisen  in  theae 
baroniea,  nor  any  riots  that  last  longer  than  a  drunken 
bout  at  a  fair :  nothing  that  baa  obatructed  the  execution 
of  justice. 

There  ia  no  objection  to  cutting  off  the  cottars  from  a 
farm,  and  making  them  tenants  to  the  landlord,  upon  the 
score  o£  difficulty  in  letting  a  farm  without  cottars  upon  it, 
provided  they  were  kept  perfectly  distinct  by  a  good  fence. 
Nor  is  there  any  doubt  but  out  of  them  a  raco  of  little 
farmers  might  be  gradually  formed. 

Land  at  improved  rents  sells  at  20  years'  purchase. 
Bents  are  doubled  in  20  years ;  they  are  not  fallen  since 
1772.  Leases  are  usually  for  three  lives,  or  thirty-one. 
years. 

The  interest  of  money  has  certainly  risen,  and  the  year's 
purchase  of  land  fallen  in  twenty  years  ;  yet  in  the  same 
period  it  is  undoubted  that  the  Idugdom  has  improved 
greatly,  which  has  the  appearance  of  a  contradiction. 
Buildings  have  very  much  increased  in  all  the  towns,  and 
in  a  stile  far  superior  to  former  periods. 

Tythea  are  very  rarely  taken  in  kind,  Bere  and  wheat 
pay  6g,  an  acre.  Barley  and  oata,  3s.  Potatoes,  6s.  They 
are  generally  let  to  procfora,  who  are  severe  to  the  poor, 
and  very  indulgent  to  gentlemen.  The  rigor,  however,  does 
not  extend  beyond  those  prices. 

The  bounty  on  the  inhmd  carriage  of  corn  has  occasioned 
the  building  some  mills,  which,  united  with  the  turnip 
husljandry,  and  the  vast  increase  of  whisky,  have  altogether 
much  increased  tillage. 
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Prieei  not  in  the  tablti. 
Labour  of  a  woman  or  boj  in  harvest,  Ad.     Mowing  ^ 
2i.  id.  to  2j.  Gd.   Hire  of  a  car,  a  daj,  U.  Zd.  to  U.  %d.    Buildid 
a  cabbiii  of  atone  and  slate,  £25.   Walling,  the  maeon's  perch,  4| 
Lime,  per  barrel,  seven-pence  halfpenny ;  at  Nenngb,  1». 
per  barrel,  Aa.,  ono  bums  nine  of  lime,  in  same  places  onlj  a 

Qaarrj-ing  tho  slonea 0     0 

Breaking  and  burning 0     0 

Culm "    " 

£0    0 

Oak  timber,  50s.  to  £3  ft  ton.      Fir,  40jt.  _ 

Wild  fowl.— WUd  ducks,  1».  6rf.  a  couple.  Teal,  Srf.  ditto, 
Widgeon,  6rf.  ditto.  Rabbits,  8d.  ditto.  Trout,  fl  IL.  for  1*.  Sal- 
mon, 2d.  per  lb.  Fresh-water  fish  in  general,  S-Jd.  a  lb.  OjsIctn 
2».  per  120. 

The  Shaimon  adds  not  a  little  to  the  conTenience  and 
agree&bleneBB  of  a  reeidence  eo  near  it  BesideB  affording 
these  sorts  of  wild  fowl,  the  quantity  and  size  of  its  fiah. 
.  are  amazing.  Fikes  Bwarm  in  it,  and  rise  in  weight  feu 
SO  lb.  In  the  little  flat  Bpac«B  on  its  banks  are  email  btH 
deep  locha,  which  are  covered  in  winter  and  in  floooM 
when  the  river  withdraws,  it  leaves  plenty  of  fiBh  in  thent^ 
which  are  caught  to  put  into  stews.  Mr.  Holmes  has  a 
small  one  before  his  door  at  Johnstown,  withalittlestreiuii 
which  feeds  it ;  a  trowling  rod  here  gets  you  a  bile  in  a 
moment,  of  a  pike  from  20  to  401b.  I  cat  of  one  of  27  lb. 
BO  taken ;  I  had  also  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  fiabennan 
bring  three  tronts,  weighing  141b.,  and  sell  them  for  sii- 
pence  halfpenny  a  piece.  A  couple  of  boats  lyiug  at  anchor, 
with  lines  extended  from  one  to  the  other,  and  hooka  in 
plenty  from  them,  have  been  known  to  catch  an  incredible 
quantity  of  trout.  Colonel  Prittie,  in  one  morning,  caught 
four  atone,  odd  pounds,  thirty-two  trouta :  in  general  they 
rise  from  3  to  9  lb.  Perch  swarm  ;  they  appeared  in  the 
Shannon  for  the  first  time  about  ten  years  ago,  in  mch 
plenty  that  the  poor  lived  on  them.  Bream  of  6  lb.  Eeli 
very  plentiful.  There  aa-e  many  gillaroos  in  the  river,  one 
of  12  lb.  weight  was  sent  to  Mr.  Jenkinson.    Upon  the 
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whole,  these  circumstance  a,  with  tbo  pleasure  of  shooting 
and  boating  on  the  riTer.added  to  the  glorious  Tiew  it  yields, 
and  which  is  enough  at  any  time  to  chear  the  mind,  render 
this  neighbourhood  one  of  the  most  enviable  situationB  to 
live  in  that  I  have  seen  in  Ireland.  Tbo  face  of  the  country 
gives  every  circumstance  of  beauty.  From  Eillodeeman 
hilt,  behind  the  new  house  building  by  Mr.  Holmes,  the 
whole  ia  seen  to  great  advantage.  The  spreading  part  of 
the  Shannon,  called  Loch  Derg,  is  commanded  distinctly 
for  many  mil^ ;  it  is  in  two  grand  divisions  of  great 
variety.  That  to  the  north  is  a  reach  of  five  miles  leading 
to  Portumna.'  The  whole  hither  shore  a  scenery  of  hilla, 
checkered  by  inclosures  and  little  woods,  and  retiring  from 
the  eye  into  a  rich  distant  prospect.  The  woods  of  Doras, 
belonging  to  Lord  Clanrickard,  form  a  part  of  the  opposite 
shore,  and  the  nver  itself  presents  an  island  of  120  acres. 
Inclining  to  the  left,  a  vale  of  rough  ground,  with  an  old 
castle  in  it,  is  backed  by  a  bold  hill,  which  intercepts  the 
river  there,  and  then  the  great  reach  of  15  miles,  the  bay 
of  Skeriff,'  spreads  to  the  eye,  with  a  magnificence  not  a 
little  added  to  by  the  boundary,  a  sharp  outline  of  the 
cmvniy  of  Clare  mountains,  between  which  and  the  Bitharrote 
hills,  the  Shannon  finds  its  way.  These  bills  lead  the  eye 
still  more  to  the  left,  till  Ihe  Keeper  meets  it,  presenting  a 
very  beautiful  outline  that  sinks  into  other  ranges  of  hill, 
uniting  with  the  Devil'g  Bit.  The  home  scenery  of  the 
grounds,  woods,  hills,  and  lake  of  Johnstown,  is  beautiful. 
Mr.  Holmes  ha.i  practised  agriculture  upon  an  extensive  scale, 
and  not  without  mokiug  acme  remarks,  which  muet  be  of  use  to 

Me  has  not  for  five  or  six  yean  poat  been  without  a  amall  field 
of  Scotch  cabbages.  The  seed  he  sows  both  in  March  and  autumn 
for  use  at  different  seasons ;  the  rows  he  plants  three  feet  asunder, 
and  two  feet  from  cabbage  to  cabbage.  Uc  has  ased  them  for 
fat  sheep  and  &t  cattle,  hut  principally  fur  weaned  calves :  they 
have  answered  perfectly  well  in  all.  but  remarkably  so  with  the 
calves,  of  which  Mr.  Holmes  has  had  the  best  in  the  country,  and 
singly  from  being  thus  fed.  llin  people  were  all  of  opinion,  that 
a  good  acre  of  cabbages  will  gii  iiH  far  03  two  acres  of  turitipE'. 

'  Co.  Galwa;.  ''  Scarriff  bay,  Longh  Derg. 
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wortb  each  £3.  Two  jet-n  ftgo  a  Tiutent  froet  alnppcd  llw  om  of 
lumipt,   and   he   then  found   the   benufit   of  them   \ 
great      He  hu  alwaji  manured  for  them  widi  dung  v 
the  former  best. 

RArK  Cake 
Ur.  Uolmei  has  uEcd  ai  a  maaure,  with  great  mccen :  in  ITTJ, 
he  dreued  tiro  acrei  of  wont  out  meadoir.  with  a  ton  and  a  half 
an  acre,  at  £2  2i.  per  ton  ;  and  in  1776,  he  laid  on  seren  tMU,^: 
1}  per  acre-,  the  lirat  trial  was  made  too  late,  and  a  dry  Maft-ii 
eomtug,  the  effect  was  not  great.  The  last  year  it  warn  laid  oa  tiji 
fifth  of  April,  when  the  effect  was  remarkablf  great  :  it  threw  i^ 
a  most  luxuriant  crop  of  the  finest  herb^;e,  insomacfa  that  heM 
courinoed  nothing  can  answer  better,  and  is  dctemuned  to  ei 
the  practice  considerably.  He  has  tried  it  oa  low,  wet,  and  4 
upland,  and  the  effect  infinitelj  greater  on  the  latter. 
same  field,  Mr.  Ilulmes  fed  ISO  sheep  some  months,  on  t 
duoe  of  seven  acres  of  turnips,  going  oFer  nine  acreu  of  grasi ;  I 
benefit  to  the  latter  did  not  near  equal  that  of  the  rape^  e 
in  the  destruction  of  mo!»,  which  was  destmjred  b^  boU)  d 

Hr.  Holmes  has  used  tliia  grass  these  six  yeara  ;   he  b^an  « 
six  acres,  and  has  extended  it  as  far  as  seventeen 
he  sows  34  lb,  of  seed  per  acre.    The  crops  as  good  as  he  haa  •■ 
in  England ;   hat  mown  it  twice,  but  now  feeds  the  second  g 
He  has  tried  it  on  dry  lime-stone  hills,  which  are  alow  in  c 
to  grasH,  but  answer  well  in  cIoTcr.      For  his  sheep  be  finds  it  4) 
great  use.     Ewes  lamb  here  about  the  17tb  of  March,  and  whc 
turnips  are  done,  want  the  clover  very  much  :   also  L 
fat  sheep  for  a  late  market.     Course  of  crops, 

1.  Turnips  on  old  turf,  two  ploughings  and  a  slight  boi 
2.  Turnips.    3.  Barley,  yielding  18  barrels.    4.  Clover.    S.  ClovH 
6.  Wbeat.  yielding  8  bnrrela.     7.  Oats,  ditto  15,     Also, 

1.  Manure  a  stubble  for  cabbages.      2.  Potatoes.      3. 
20  barrcls.      4.  Clover.     5.  Clover.     6.  Wheat.      7.  Oats. 

October  3d,  taking  my  leave  of  Jolinatowu  o.nd  its  a^ 
able  and  hoHpitable  family.  I  took  the  road  towards  Den 
the  HOat  of  Michael  Head.  Eai),,'  through  a.  country  muchod 

'  Deiry  Castle,  nl  the  southern  end  of  Jyiugb  DerBi  <*■  TipperaryjJ 


I  -it  bordering  on  the  Shannon,  and  commanding  many  fine 

1  TiewB  of  that  river  ;  but  its  nakcdneea,  except  at  particular 

I  slacee,  takes  off  much  from  tlie  beauty  of  the  scenery. 

Near  to  Deny  there  are  some  finer  views.     From  one  hill, 

[i  the  rood  commands  the  bay  of  Skeriff,  Loch  Derg,  back  to 

Johnstown ;  and  the  river  turning  under  the  hills  of  Achnis, 

ft  promontory  of  wood,  which  Beparates  them,  is  fully  seen : 

there  are  also  many  hedges,  bo  well  grown  with  scattered 

trees  on  the  higher  side  as  to  have  a  pleasing  effect.     I 

found  Mr.  Head,  on  my  arrival,  just  going  to  dine  with  a 

neighbour,  Mr.  Parker,  whose  father  hod  worked  a  very 

fine  mountain  improvement,  and  who  would  probably  be 

there  ;  this  was  a  sufficient  inducement,  had  there  been  no 

other,  for  me  to  accompany  him,     I  found  Mr.  Parker's 

bouse  80  near  the  river,  aa  somctimea  to  he  washed  by  it. 

The  improrement  I  lind  heard  of  is  a  hill  of  about  40  acres, 
which  WW  covered  with  ling,  Cutze,  &c.,  and  not  worth  Sd.  an  acre 
thirty-two  years  ago  when  the  work  waa  begun.  He  grubbed, 
ploughed  it,  and  sowed  oats,  and  marled  the  stubbie  from  the 
Shannon ;  the  marie,  from  the  ateepncBg  of  the  hill,  being  carried 
on  the  backs  of  oxen.  Upon  this  he  took  a  crop  of  wheat,  and 
another  of  oats,  both  exceedingly  fine,  and  vritb  the  latter  sowed 
the  seeds  for  Che  grass,  which  still  remains,  and  has  been  improv- 
11^  ever  since ;  it  is  now  worth  SOt.  an  acre,  and  a,  very  pleasing 
object  to  the  eje,  especially  since  Mr.  Parker,  junior,  has  added 
to  the  Cncnees  of  the  verdure  and  herbage  by  feeding  it  with 
many  sheep. 

In  the  same  conversation  I  also  learned  a  few  particulars  of  a 
bog  of  twelve  acres,  part  of  one  of  ISU,  improved  by  Mr.  Mincliin, 
near  Nenagb.'  The  first  operation  was  to  cut  main  drains  six  feet 
deep,  and  cross  ones  of  18  inches  or  two  feet,  and  as  soon  as  it 
WM  a  little  firm,  covered  it  with  lime-stone  gravel  three  inches 
thick,  before  the  bog  wonld  bear  a  car;  but  did  it  by  beginning 
at  the  edge,  and  advancing  on  the  part  gravelled.  Fart  was 
tilled,  and  part  lelt  for  grass  without  ploughing :  the  meadow 
thus  formed  has  been  exceedingly  fine.  One  uncommon  circum- 
stance was,  his  having  pared  the  bottom  of  the  drains  with  gravel, 
in  order  to  prevent  cnttic   from  being   bogged  in  tbeiu.      The 

'  Co.  Tipperarj. 
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expence  of  the   whole   improvement   £8   an   acre.      The 


i 


It  is  to  Mr.  Head's  Httention  that  I  nm  iiidcbt«d  for  the  fnltoW* 
Ing  particiilara  concerning  the  baronj  of  OwDa  and  Arra.'  The 
Miil  is  a  light  gravcltj  loam,  on  a  slaty  rock,  which  \»  almost  general 
through  the  whole.  The  rent  on  an  average  15(.  for  profitable 
land,  and  U.  for  mountain  ;  and  as  tlierc  is  abont  half  and  half, 
the  whole  will  be  H«.  The  rise  of  reat,  ia  twentj  years,  ia  about 
double.  E9tB(«B  are  generally  large,  scarce  any  so  low  as  £500 
or  £600  a  year.  Farms  are  all  small,  none  above  300  or  400 
Bcre» ;  many  are  taken  in  partnenhip,  three,  four,  or  five  familin 
t«  100  acres.  They  divide  the  land  among  themselves,  each  man 
taking  according  to  his  capital.  The  terms  natdale  and  changt' 
dale  unknown,  as  is  the  latter  praclJce.  ~There  are  no  famu 
without  buildings  upon  them.  Laying  out  motley  in  building 
better  booKea  would  pay  no  interest  at  all,  as  they  arc  perfectly 
■aCisfieil  with  their  mud  cabbins.     Courses  of  crops  on  reclaimed 


1.  Marie  foroats.  2.  fiere.  S.  Uere.  4.  Wheat.  5.  Oats.or 
English  barley.  6.  Oats.  7.  Oala.  8,  Oats.  9.  Oals.  10-  OaU. 
The  number  »f  these  crops  of  oats  pruportioned  to  the  quantity  of 
marie  laid  on ;  but  the  rule  is  to  take  as  long  la  the  land  will 
yield,  and  then  leave  it   to   recover  itself  by  weeds.      Another 

1.  Potatoes  in  drilb  on  an  exhausted  stubble.  2.  Bern. 
3.  Oats.      4.  Oats.     S.  Oats.     6.  Oats,  and  so  on  till  none   will 

The  quantity  of  wheat  is  Tcry  little ;  for  that  little  thej  sow  a 
barrel  an  acre,  and  get  8  barrels ;  medium  price,  lOd.  to  ISd.  a 
stone.  Of  here  they  sow  s  barrel,  and  get  IS.  Of  oats  sow  two 
barreb,  the  produce  8  to  15,  according  to  being  early  or  late  in 
the  coiirHe.  Price  of  bcre  six-pence  to  seven-pence  baltpeiiny. 
OaU,  foiir-pence  to  six-pence  per  stone.  No  pease,  beatia,  clover, 
or  turnips  ;  but  they  have  little  patches  of  tiai  for  their  own 
consumption.  Potatoes  tbey  very  generally  cultivate  in  drilU; 
they  plough  the  stubble  twice  or  tbriue,  and  then  open  trenches 
with  the  plough  three  feet  asunder ;  in  which  they  put  aome 
dung,  lay  the  sets  on  it,  and  cover  them  with  the  plough  if  they 
have  horses,  or  i(  not  with  shovels.     They  keep  them  clean  by 
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constant  earthing  up  with  ploughs  or  shovels.  Thej  dig  them 
out,  tho  produce  thirty-five  barrels  per  acre.  They  find  that 
nothing  is  so  good  anil  clean  a  fallow  for  corn.  Some  poor  people 
hire  ^rass  land  for  them  in  the  lazy  bed  way,  paying  £S  to 
£3  lOj.  per  acre. 

The  only  manure  used  besides  dung  is  the  shelly  marie,  dredged 
up  from  the  bottom  of  the  Shannon.  Mr.  Head's  grandfather 
waa  the  first  who  introduced  that  method  of  getting  at  it  by  bring- 
ing men  from  Dublin  used  to  raising  ballast.  It  proved  so 
proQtnble,  that  the  use  has  much  increased  since.  It  liea  ir- 
regularly in  banks,  from  100  to  200  yards  from  the  shore,  and 
under  10  or  12  feet  of  water  in  summer,  which  is  the  only  time 
they  can  get  it  The  price  of  raiding  it  is  from  U.  to  2t.,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  besides  finding  boat,  ropes,  and  all  tackle; 
A  boat  containa  60  bushels,  and  requires  5  men.  They  land  it  un 
a  quay,  from  whence  it  is  taken  in  sledge  carts  to  some  distance 
for  drying,  nor  is  it  dry  enough  for  carting  awfty  till  the  yea( 
fbUowing.  Some  think  it  worth  carrying  one  mile,  and  even  two. 
The  common  people  do  not  lay  on  more  than  four  or  fire  boat 
loads  to  an  acre,  but  Mr.  Ueod  always  ten,  and  the  whole 
expence  he  calculatea  at  40*.  Much  bod  land  has  been  re- 
dairoed  by  it,  and  to  great  profit.  All  their  dung  is  used  for 
potatoes. 

The  till^  of  the  common  people  is  done  with  horses,  four  in 
a  plough,  which  do  half  an  acre  a  day :  gentlemen  use  four  oxen. 
The  price  8f.  an  acre.     No  poring  and  burning. 

They  shut  up  their  meadows  for  hay  in  March  or  April,  and 
ittrely  begin  to  mow  till  September.  I  should  remark  that  I  saw 
the  hay  making  or  marring  all  the  way  (October  3rd)  from 
Johnstown  hither,  with  many  fields  covered  with  water,  and  the 
cocks  forming  little  islands  in  them.  They  are  generally  two 
months  making  it ;   the  crop  one  to  one  ton  and  a  half  per  acre. 

There  is  no  regular  system  of  cattle  in  this  barony,  there  not 
being  above  four  or  five  graziers ;  but  gentlemen,  in  their  domains, 
have  all  the  different  systems.  The  common  farmers  keep  a  few 
of  most  sorts  of  cattle,  except  fat  ones.  No  largo  flocks  of  sheep, 
but  every  farmer  a  few  breediag  ewes,  The  fleeces  four  to  a 
•tone.  They  sell  either  lambs,  hnggits,  or  two-  or  three-year-olds; 
the  price  of  a.  two-year-old  ewe,  IOj.  ;  they  hare  no  winter  food  but 
grass,  even  the  gentlemen  have  their  fat  mutton  all  winter  from 
the  low  grass  lands  on  the  Shannon,  without  either  hay  or  turnips. 


I 
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The  marled  laail  lias  a  remiirkablo  spring  of  grass  id  the  winUr; 
the  tot  is  verj  little  known.  All  keep  pigs,  whiph  are  miicli 
iacreftsed  of  late ;  tJieir  pork  32.1.  a  Fwt.  Ia«t  year  at  Limerick ; 
Mr.  Head  Uas  known  it  lo  low  as  14».  No  proportion  between 
cows  and  pt{,'S. 

In  biriog  and  stocking  larniB,  man;  will  take  them  in  partner- 
■bip  with  no  other  capital  than  a  litde  stock  of  catlle.  Difficult 
to  fix  the  Dumber  of  joars  purchase  at  which  land  cells.  Nona 
has  been  sold  in  thiB  baron;  in  Mr.  Head's  memorj.  Leases  to 
Prolestantt  three  lives. 

The  eonunon  mode  of  labour  is  that  of  cottara,  lliej  bftve  a 
cabbin  and  an  acre  for  30'.,  and  30(.  the  grass  of  a  cow,  reckoning 
with  thorn  at  fire-pence  a  day  the  year  round ;  other  labour 
vibrates  from  four-pence  to  six-peuce.  A  cottar  with  a  middling 
family  will  have  two  cows ;  there  is  not  one  without  a  cow.  All 
of  them  keep  as  many  pigs  as  they  can  rear,  and  some  poultry. 
Their  circitmstanceB  are  rather  bolter  than  20  yea™  ago. 


A  cnltar's  cxpences, 

Itont  of  a  cabbin  and  an  acre 1   10 

TwooowB *     0 

llu;  for  ditto,  one  Ion I   IS 

Tylho 0     4 

Uoarth  money 03 

Une  stone  of  wool  ■  year  for  the  man,ona  for  the  woman,  and 

two  atones  for  three  children  ;  this  is  what  they  ought  lo 

have,  hot  the  fact  docs  not  exceed  two  stone,  one  at  17a. 

and  one  at  ei 15 

Tools 0      5 

Turr,  whether  bought  or  in  their  own  labour 10 

Flax  uwd,  Are  or  BIX  pottles,  at  8(f. 0      3 

Broaking  and  scutching,  eight  atone,  at  lD<f. 0     6 

Heckling,  ditto,  at  10</. 0     6. 

Wealing  S3G  bundles,  at  1«.  Id.  a  scora 0   16 

N.B.— After  heckling  56  lb.  Hax,  the  rest  is  low,  which  the; 

spin  for  bags,  &c. 
Tmj  pair  of  brogues,  9t,  Sd.,  and  t  pair  soles,  Ii.  104.  each, 

7t.4d. 0  17 

A  Mir  of  woman's  shoes,  3^.  9d.,  and  a  pair  of  eoles,  la.  5^.  .  U     4 

A  boy  of  fourleen,  two  pair,  at  2s.  Sd.,  eolea,  ll.  li'.     ...  0     3 

Abat.2.i.S<;.,thpboj  one,  Is.&f 0      4 


tm.} 


Deduct  from    .     .       Mi  duya 
Snoduja  .      .      sa 
Holydny  .     .       1 
Bad  weather      10 
Own  work     .    48 


Remain  M5d.            !54 6  &  10 

The  boy  of  twelve  or  fourleen,  three-pence  halfpenny  a  day  .  3  14     I 

Two  pigs,  one  eat,  the  other  sold  for 0  I S    0 

Two  calves,  one  20i.  one  ]0«. i  10    O 


S.a— Oiickena  a 


Wben  mj  informant,  who  nas  a  poor  man,  had  (iniahed,  I 
demanded  liow  the  30i.  de&ciencj.  with  whisky,  and  tho  priest, 
were  to  be  p^d;  the  answer  was,  that  he  matC  not  eat  Ma  geae 
and  pig,  or  eUe  not  dresi  to  well,  which  probably  is  the  case. 
Their  acre  of  garden  feeds  them  the  year  through  ;  nine  months 
on  potatoes,  and  the  other  three  on  oaten  bread,  from  their  own 
oats.  The  consumption  of  potatoes  not  increased  in  twenty  years. 
A  family  of  five  persons  will  eat  and  waste  forty-two  alone  of 
potatoes  in  a  week.  They  arc  not  addicted  in  any  remarkable 
degree  to  thieving.  The  cottars  of  a  farm  might  easily  be  taken 
from  it,  and  yet  the  farm  let  without  difficulty,  for  the  tenant 
would  soon  have  otliers ;  but  it  is  questioned  whether  they  could 
easily  be  made  farmers  of. 


CHAPTEE  XX. 


1 


More  ibout  danuin^. — A  harling-match  for  a  wire, — Ur.  HobA 
improvemcntB.— CutleiL— Tbe  Rer.  Mr.  Llojd  at  CoaLlu  Lloyd. — TSa 
Giliy  momilaiiu.— MifchoUtown. — Pigs  and  children.— Lord  Kiogs- 
boroogh  and  tlie  middlemen. — Tho  author  beconics  biv  tand-stewBrd. — 
How  building  promotea  ciriliiation. — Stalactite  cate  at  Skeheenrinl^. 

^Beauty  of  tho  acenerj  of  the  Galty  mountains. — Another  — —  ' 

Mitcbelslown  to  Dublin. 

DAJNCINQ-  is  very  general  among  the  poor  people^ 
almost  imiveraal  in  every  cabbin.  Dancing-n 
of  tbeir  own  rank  travel  tbrougli  the  country  from  cabins 
to  cabbin,  with  a  piper  or  blind  fiddler ;  and  the  pay  ii 
penc«  a  quarter.  It  is  an  absolute  system  of  educatioiL 
Weddings  are  always  celebrated  with  much  dancing  j 
a  Sunday  rarely  passes  without  a  dance  ;  there  are  very  fei 
among  tjicm  who  will  not,  aft«r  a  hard  day's  work,  gladly 
walk  seven  miles  to  have  a  dance,  John  is  not  so  livelj 
but  then  a  bard  day's  work  with  him  is  certainly  a  difCerea 
affair  from  what  it  is  with  Paddy.  Other  branches  i 
education  are  likewise  much  attended  to,  every  child  of  ti 
poorest  family  learning  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts. 

There  is  a  very  ancient  custota  here,  for  a  number  c ' 
OOUDtry  neighbours  among  the  poor  people,  to  fix  upo 
some  young  woman  that  ought,  as  they  think,  to  li 
married ;  they  also  agree  upon  a  young  fellow  as  a  propc 
husband  for  her ;  this  determined,  they  send  to  the  bu 
one's  cabbin  to  inform  her,  that  on  the  Sunday  following 
the  M  to  he  horsed,  that  is,  carried  on  men's  backs,  SI 
must  then  provide  whisky  and  cyder  for  a  treat,  as  all  wi 
pay  her  a  visit  after  mass  for  a  hurling  match.  Aa  sot 
as  she  is  horsed,  the  hurling  begins,  in  which  tho  j  ^^ 
fellow  appointed  for  her  husband  has  the  eyes  of  all  th 
company  fixed  on  him  ;  if  he  comes  off  conqueror,  be  i 
certainly  married  to  the  girl,  but  if  another  is  victoriom 
he  as  certainly  loses  her;  for  she  is  the  prise  of  the  t' 
These  trials  are  not  always  finished  in  one  Sunday,  : 
take  sometimes  two  or  three  ;  and  the  common  espressid 
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vhea  they  are  over  is,  wtci  a  girl  mat  goal'd.  SometimeB 
one  biLrony  hurle  agiuust  another,  but  a  marrlagoable  g:irl 
ia  always  the  prize.  Hurliag  ia  a  sort  of  cricket,  but 
tustead  of  throwiog  the  ball  in  order  to  knock  down  a. 
wicket,  the  aim  is  to  pass  it  through  a  bent  etick,  the  ends 
stuck  in  the  ground.  In  these  matches  they  perform  such 
feats  of  activity,  as  ought  to  evidence  the  food  they  live  on 
to  be  far  from  deficient  in  nourishment. 

Tttbks, — PoUtoes,  5j.  Wheat,  barluy,  bere,  Sa.  Oata,  2a.  6rf. 
Meadow,  2i.  They  kre  in  the  mnnagcucnt  of  proctora,  but  the 
greatest  hardi^hip  atteDdtng  them,  is  the  poor  man  paying  for  his 
garden,  while  the  rich  grazier  pays  nothing,  owing  to  tfae  &motis 
vote  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

There  U  only  one  flour  mill  in  the  barony,  and  the  increase  of 
tillage  is  verj  trifling  ;   hat  the  whisky  stillg  at  Killaloe '  trebled 


Pricei  not  in  the  tables. 
Wild  ducks,  1i.  a  couple.  Teal,  6d.  Plover,  3J.  Salmon, 
three  half-pence  to  3d.  per  tb.  Large  Pike,  2j.  Gil.  each.  Trout. 
of  twelve  inches  long,  Iff.  each.  Kels,  It.  a  dozen.  Eggs,  ten 
a  penny  in  summer,  three  in  winter.  Women's  labour  in  harrest, 
Sd.,  in  winter,  2d.  Maid's  wages,  £1  I0>.  A  lad's,  £1  8f. 
Uowing,  per  acre,  '2t.  4d.  Women  earn  by  spinning,  Sd.  Hire 
of  a  car,  with  man  and  horse,  li.  M.  Threshing  wheat,  per 
barrel,  M.    Bere,  4rf.     Oats,  two-pence  balf-penny.    Barley,  Srf. 


BuILDINa. 

A  mnil  cabbin,  £4. 

Dlllo  of  stone  and  slate,  £20. 

A  dry  wall,  fiie  feet  hi^,  building  .     ,     . 

Labour  csping 

Dashing 

Lime,  [wo  bBTrels 


i 


448  A  TOUB  IN  IRELAND.  [OCTOI 

Bcaidea  oarting  tlio  stones,  the  masuu's  pcirh  of  house  < 

All  miiltriBls  laid  nt  the  spot. 

Oak  biirk,  £H  to  £9  ■  ton. 

Cars  are  made  hy  hatchet  men,  at  Gif.  a  da;. 

Timber  nnd  Irtboiir  of  one 


Id  the  htlla  above  Derrj  are  some  verj  fine  alate  iiuarrics,  that 
emploj  60  men.  The  qaiuTTmen  are  paid  3*.  a  thousand  for  the 
glatos,  and  the  tabourers  5d.  a  daj.  The;  are  verj  fine,  and  sent 
by  the  Shannon  to  dintant  parti  of  the  Icingdom  ;  the  price  at  lie 
quarrj  6i.  a  thousand,  and  at  the  sbnre  6f.  6d.  400,000  alatea 
are  raised  to  pay  the  rent  only, from  which  Bome  e«timat«  maybe 
made  of  the  quantity. 

Mr.  Head  has  made  some  conEiderable  improyement*  of  waste 
or  rough  land  by  means  of  marie.  His  first  was  a  field  of  14  acres 
ten  yearn  ago ;  the  aoiJ  light,  as  before  described  of  (he  country 
in  general ;  the  apontaneoua  growth,  furie  and  ferns,  worth  6t,  an 
acre.  He  cleared  it  from  atones,  which  were  used  fur  building ; 
the  expence  small,  marled  it,  and  sowed  five  cropa  of  com,  and 
with  the  lastof  them  hay  «eedB:  it  became  a  meadow  in  two  yeara, 
and  is  now  worth  30j.  an  acre.  The  next  was  a  field  of  eight 
acres,  the  same  Eoit ;  he  broke  it  up  for  potatoes,  then  took  oae 
crop  of  corn,  marled  it  on  the  atnbble,  and  sowed  Gtc  crops  of 
com,  laying  down  with  the  fifth.  Worth  Sa,  an  acre  before,  now 
30*.  Five  acres  and  a  half  were  also  done,  marled  on  the  surface, 
the  effect  little;  it  waa  therefore  ploughed  up  in  four  or  fi*e 
yeara ;  yielded  two  crops  of  good  turnips,  two  of  Engliih  bi** 
and  then  laid  down.      It  is  now  worth  SOt.  an  aci 

The  neit  attempt  was  upon  16  acres,  not  worth  3t.  Gd.  an  ■ 
over-run  with  furze,  fern,  and  heath,  with  so  many  stones  t 
clearing  them  away  cost  lOi.  an  acre.  Ploughed  and  burnt  it, 
and  took  two  crops  of  tartiips,  then  two  of  oats.  Led  it  to  il^lf 
for  five  or  six  years,  and  then  marled  it,  since  it  has  yielded  four 
crops  of  com,  and  in  now  worth  £1  2».  9(t  an  acre. 

The  last  improvement  is  a  field  of  11  acres,  which  has  be«u 
lately  marled. 

Mr.  Head  has  400  sheep,  and  they  consist  of  100  breedii^ 
ewes — 100  lambs — 84  hoggits— 70  three-year-old  wethen  i 
culled  ewes,  fat — tG  two-year-old  wethers,     H( 


or  ti*e 
bari^ 
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Fil^j  fal  wethers  .  .  .  . 
Fifty  culled  vwes,  ut  ISi.  . 
Four  bundre<J  flee<»s,  133  si 


£231  U     0 


'Mr.  Head  lia^  a,  practice  in  liia  fences  which  deserves 
univeraal  imitation :  it  is  planting  trees  for  gate-posts. 
Stone  piers  are  expensive,  and  always  tumbling  down  j 
trees  are  beautiful,  and  never  want  repairing.  Within  15 
years  this  gentleman  has  improved  Derry  ao  much,  that 
those  who  had  only  seen  it  before,  would  find  it  almost  a 
new  creation.  He  has  built  a  handsome  stone  house,  on  the 
elope  of  a  hill  rising  from  the  Shannon,  and  backed  by 
some  fine  woods,  which  unite  with  many  old  hedges  well 
planted  to  form  a.  woodland  scene,  beautiful  in  the  contrast 
to  the  bright  expanse  of  the  noble  river  below  -.  the  declivity, 
on  which  these  woods  are,  finishes  in  a  mountain,  which 
rises  above  the  whole.  The  Shannon  gives  a  bend  aroimd 
the  adjoining  lands,  so  as  to  be  seen  from  the  house  both 
to  the  west  and  north,  the  lawn  falling  gradually  to  a 
margin  of  wood  on  the  shore,  which  varies  the  outline. 
The  river  is  two  miles  broad,  and  on  the  opposite  shore 
cultivated  inclosurcs  rise  in  some  places  almost  to  the 
mountain  top,  which  is  very  bold. 

It  is  a  very  singular  demesne  ;  a  stripe  of  very  beautiful 
ground,  reaching  two  miles  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
which  forms  his  fence  on  one  aide,  with  a  wall  on  the  other. 
There  is  so  much  wood  as  to  render  it  very  pleasing,  adding 
to  every  day  by  planting  all  the  fences  made  or  repaired. 
From  several  little  hills,  which  rise  in  difEerent  parts  of  it, 
extensive  views  of  the  river  are  commanded  quite  to  Por- 
tumna ;  but  these  are  much  eclipsed  by  that  from  the  top 
of  the  hill  above  the  slate  quarry.  From  thence  jou  see 
the  river  for  at  least  40  miles,  from  Portumna  to  20  miles 
beyond  Limerick.  It  has  the  ap[>earance  of  a  fine  basin, 
two  miles  over,  into  which  three  great  rivers  lead,  being 
the  north  and  south  course  and  the  bay  of  Skeriff.  The 
reaches  of  it  one  beyond  another  to  Portumna  are  fine.  At 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  Mr.  Head's  demesne  extends  in  a 
shore  of  rich  woodland. 

October  7th,  took  my  leave  of  Mr.  Head,  after  passing 
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four  days  very  agreeably.  Through  Killaloe,  o^er  the 
Shannon,  a,  very  long  bridge  of  many  arches ;'  went  out  of 
the  road  t<i  see  s,  tall  of  that  river'  at  Castle  Connel,  where 
there  is  such  an  accompanynient  of  wood  as  to  form  a  very 
pleasing  scenery ;  the  river  takes  a  very  rapid  rocky  course, 
around  a  projecting  rock,  on  which  a  gentleman  has  built 
a  summer-house,  and  formed  a  terrace:  it  is  a  striking 
spot.  To  Limerick.  Laid  at  Bennie'e,  the  first  inu  we  had 
slept  in  from  Dublin.  God  preserve  us  this  journey  from 
another ! 

The  8th,  leaving  that  place,  I  took  the  road  through 
Palace'  to  Cullen.*  The  first  six  or  seven  miles  from  Lime- 
rick has  a  great  deal  of  com,  which  shews  that  tilla^  ia 
gaining  even  upon  bullocks  thGrnselves.  I  observed  with 
much  pleasure,  that  all  the  cottars  had  their  little  gardens 
surrounded  with  banks  well  planted  with  osiers.  To  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Lloyd's,  at  Castle  Lloyd,'  near  Cullen,  a  gentleman 
who  I  found  as  able  and  willing  as  he  had  been  represented, 
to  give  me  the  intelligence  that  I  wished  relative  to  the 
grazing  grounds  around  him. 

Tlie  following  pnrUciiUrs,  wbieh  I  owe  to  bim,  concern  more 
immediately  the  barony  of  Clanwilliam  in  Tipperary  ;  the  same 
in  Limerick,  Small  County,  and  the  part  of  Coonagh  next  Clin- 
william.  In  these  parts  tbe  soil  and  managemcDt  are  much  tlie 
same  :   tkat  of  Oonabeg  nearly,  but  not  qnitc  equal. 

The  anil  is  a  loam  of  a  yellowisb  brown,  friable,  but  putrid  ""t 
mixed  witb  a  small  quantity  of  grit  stones  upon  s  lime-stone  rock, 
at  the  depth  of  two,  three,  and  four  feet ;  roneh  of  it  is  very  diy, 
but  the  richest  baa  what  ia  here  called  a  tender  mohl  tkm,  which 
yields  ao  much  to  the  tread  of  bea»it«  that  it  breaks  under  them  ; 
the  richer  and  the  more  itnprored  it  is,  the  more  so.  It  is  a  grMt 
error  to  aasert  that  it  would  not  do  for  tillage,  for  there  is  none 
better  for  the  purpose,  if  properly  managed. 

Tbe  averse  rent  of  the  rich  parts  of  this  tract  is  30.!.  an  ftcre. 
In  Coonagh  there  are  19,313  acres,  half  of  it  not  worth   B*.  m 
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year  1746. 

Average  of  the  coiiaty  of  Tipperftrj,  12f.  6(f.  Ditto  of 
Limerick,  lO*.  Gd.     Ditto  of  Corke,  5jt. 

EstateB  are  penerallj  very  large,  but  sorae  so  low  as  £300  a 
year.  FarioB  riae  from  Hmall  oues  in  partnersliip  to  S  or  6,000 
acres.  The  Tillage  Acts  have  Iiad  the  effect  of  lessening  them 
evidently.  Tlie  great  Bystein  of  this  district  ia  that  of  grazing. 
Bullocks  are  bought  in  at  the  faira  ofBallinagloe,  Newport,  Ban- 
naghcr,  TuoniBviuTa,  &o.,  in  the  months  of  September,  October, 
and  November,  the  prices  from  £5  to  £8,  average  £6.  Twenty 
years  ago  beasts  were  bought  at  40*.  which  now  eotild  not  be  got 
under  £4.  The  prices  having  doubled,  allowing  at  ihe  same  time 
for  the  improved  siEe  of  beasts.  As  soon  as  bought,  they  are 
turned  into  the  coarsest  groimd  of  the  farm ;  the  fatting  stock 
being  put  into  the  after-gmss,  the  lean  ones  are  turned  after 
them  ;  if  the  farmer  has  a  tract  of  mountain,  they  wUl  be  turned 
into  that  at  first.  They  are  put  to  liay  after  Christmas,  and  kept 
at  it  till  May.  An  acre  of  hay  for  three  bullocks  is  reckoned  a 
good  allowance,  the  quantity  will  be  from  three  to  four  tons.  It 
is  given  scattered  upon  the  ground  in  dry  Helds,  till  the  latter 
end  of  April,  or  the  beginning  of  May,  when  they  are  collected 
into  a  sumll  space,  in  order  for  the  grass  elsewhere  to  grow. 
About  the  lOth  of  May  they  are  put  t»  grass  for  the  summer ;  and 
in  tliis,  the  method  is  to  turn  into  every  field  the  stock  which  they 
imagine  will  be  maintained  by  it,  and  leave  the  whole  there  till 
fat.  The  Corke  butchers  come  in  July  and  August  to  make 
their  bargains,  and  begin  lo  draw  in  September,  and  continue  to 
take  them  till  December.  Some  graziers  keep  tbcni  with  hay  till 
the  market  rises,  but  it  is  not  a  common  practice.  It  is  thought 
that  they  begin  to  lose  flesh  about  the  20tb  of  November,  and  that 
after  the  first  nothing  is  gained.  Average  selling  price  £9  10«. 
It  vibrates  from  £8  to  £U  10». 

Annexed  to  this  bullock  system  is  that  of  buybg  in  bull  calves, 
six  months  old,  in  September  and  October,  from  20ii.  to  40i.  each, 
some  to  £3 ;  these  are  fed  in  well  sheltered  prighta  with  grass  and 
haj,  and  sold  in  May  and  June  with  20t.  profit  upon  an  average- 
One  acre  of  hay  will  yield  enough  for  nine  calves ;  the  prcportion 
is,  to  buy  a  calf  to  every  acre. 

Upon  other  parte  of  the  farm,  where  calves  are  not  fed  in  this 
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manlier,  ^beep  arc  Btibsdtuted.  Much  land  is  hired  here  hj  Tip' 
perarj  farmera,  who  bring  their  sheep  to  it ;  and  where  this  is  noi 
the  case,  the  Limerltlc  farmera  have  both  coarse  and  rich  Ikod 
which  enables  them  to  go  into  sheep.  Thcjt  keep  stodu  a 
breeding  ewea.  If  a  matt  has  100  even,  he  will  h»ve  100  lunbi 
100  yearlingi!,  100  two- j oar-olds,  100  three-jear-olds,  selliiif 
every  jear  50  three- year-old  fat  wethers,  and  50  culled  ewes,  V4& 

SO  wethers,  &t  35i. 69  10    fjufl 

50  culled  ewes,  fat,  S3«. 57  10     ■■ 

400lleeces,  133  stone  of  wool,  at  1S>.     ....       99  IS    '|H 

SW)  Total  Bock.  £219   15      0~ 

If  a  man  has  only  rich  land  in  thwe  baronieK,  without  auj  i 
Tipperarj,  then  he  keeps  only  bullocks  regularly;  but  he  biij 
in  Bome  hoggil  sheep,  which  he  keeps  a  year,  and  sells  fat.  Th 
Tippcrary  system  is  sttppose<1  to  be  the  most  prolitable,  for  the 
hare  given  more  for  the  Limerick  lands  than  the  Limerick  peopi 
themselves.  Besides  these  methods,  there  is  another,  which 
buying  in  cows  in  March,  April,  May,  and  June,  at  £3  to  £6  eac! 
and  selling  them  fat  with  40>.  profit.  This  is  very  profitable,  bi 
subject  to  difficulties,  for  they  ore  troublesome  to  pick  up,  u 
much  subject  to  distempers. 

Calculation  of  the  profit  of  grazing  bullochs. 

One  bullock  bought  in  at (i     0     O 

Bent  of  one  acre  and  onC'tliird 2     0     0 

Oooatj  ces9,  U.9d 0      10 

Mowing,  making,  carting,  and  slacking  bay      .      .        0     3      0 

Herdsman,  at  £  1 2  a  year 0     2      o 

Losses  on  stock,  }  per  cent O    o     6 

8  6      6 

Interoat  of  £s  at  S  per  cent 0    9     7 

£a  16     I 

Pkosuc  e. 

Salf  of  a  bullock 90o 

Value  or  the  after-graas  of  one-third  of  an  acre     .       034 

9  3      4 
Exponces 8  1ft     I 

Profit  on  one  acre  and  one-tbird 0     7a 
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Thu  profit  is,  1  think,  tctj  low,  bo  low  tbat,  nothing  but  the  ease 
with  which  grazing  bullocks  is  carried  on,  could  induce  a  man  to 
be  Eatislied  with  it. 

The  size  to  which  oxen  now  come  ujion  this  rich  land  ie  5^  cwt., 
twenty'jcara  ago  it  was  4^  cwt. ;  the  additional  J  cwt.  i»  owing 
not  to  any  improvement  in  the  laud,  or  managemeut,  but  of  the 

Partieulara  of  a  graiiug  farm  at  Cullen. 

120  acres  in  all.  110  bullocks.  40  lamb 8.  4  cows.  7  acres 
of  meadow.  1^  acre,  herilBmau's  garden.  2  acres  of  orchard, 
f  246  rent,  or  4I».  per  acre. 

The  number  of  sheep  kept  in  tbia  neighbourhood  has  decreued, 
owing  to  the  division  into  smaller  farms.  The  winter  food  for 
them  in  the  rich  tracts  is  grass,  except  in  snows,  when  they  turn 
them  to  their  bay  stocks ;  they  are  very  little  troable<1  with  the 
rot.      The  rise  in  the  price  of  wool,  5i.  a  stone  in  30  years. 

There  are  but  few  dairies;  the  little  farmers  have  the  chief. 
The  breed  of  the  cows  is  generally  half  English,  half  Irish.  Thej 
are  kept  on  the  poorest  grounds,  1^  acre,  or  1  J,  keeps  a  cow  the 
year  round ;  the  usual  produce  is  1  cwt.  of  butter,  and  20f.  horn 
money,  or  £3  in  all ;  the  winter  food  hay,  ^  of  an  acre  to  each. 
The  calf  is  always  reared ;  valued  when  it  drops  at  2i.  Gd.  or  3s. ; 
the  medium  price  of  a  cow,  £5.  There  have  been  many  English 
bulls  introduced  for  improving  the  cattle  of  the  country,  at  a  con- 
siderable espence,  and  great  exertions  in  the  breed  of  sheep ; 
some  persons,  Mr.  Dexter  chieHy,  have  brought  English  rams, 
which  they  let  out  at  seventeen  guineas  a  season,  and  also  at 
lOit.  ed.  a  ewe,  which  indicates  a  spirited  attention. 

Hogs  all  the  way  from  Limerick  arc  of  a  Tcry  good  breed,  far 
enperior  to  the  common  Irish,  and  the  number  greatly  increased. 

Respecting  tillage,  the  chief  is  done  by  little  fanners,  for  the 
graziers  apply  themselves  solely  to  cattle.  It  is  entirely  con- 
nectetl  widi  breaking  up  grass  for  potatoes^ — the  quuitity  small. 

1.  Grass  potatoes.  2.  Potatoes.  3.  Bere.  4.  Cats.  5.  Oats, 
and  then  leave  it  for  grass  without  sowing  any  seeds.  With 
genUemen  it  is, 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Ditto.  3.  Wheat.  4.  Oats,  or  Engtisb 
barley.  5.  Oats,  left  smooth  to  grass  itself. — Shame  to  them  for 
being  as  bad  farmers  as  the  paddies  I 

The  grass  is  let  for  the  pottttoe  crop  to  the  poor  people,  who 
pay  from  £5  to  six  guineas  an  acre  for  it ;  no  manure  used  ;  nine 
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bnrrelB  of  seed  at  20  stone,  plant  an  acre ;  tbe  usual  se&soD  April, 
and  the  beginning  of  May.  In  planting,  tbey  dig  the  whole 
ground,  except  the  two  first  sods,  and  when  they  have  got  seven 
or  eight  feet,  form  trenches  in  the  common  manner;  they  weed 
them  carefiillj;  the  produce  about  120  barreU  per  acre;  price 
2s.  to  St.  Gd.  a  barrel ;  tbcj  pay  as  much  rent  for  the  second  crop 
ea  the  first,  and  it  is  as  good,  though  thej  don't  plant  it,  tmsting 
to  the  little  potatoes  left  in  the  ground,  and  nhich  thej  spread  in 
digging :  but  this  is  a  most  slovenly  practice ;  if  they  were  to 
plant  the  second  crop  it  wonld  be  better  than  the  first,  proridad 
it  is  as  good  without  it.  it 

Ezpencei  of  alt  acre.  ^ 

Rent 601 

Nine  barrels  of  seed,  at  3s. ITC 

Fluiling,  and  digging,  lli  meD,  at  Bi.       ...       0  10     8 

Planting,  13  children,  at  4ij 0     4     0 

Trenching,  13  men 080 

Cutting  Mts,  eight  women,  at  4ij. 0    2    8 

Seuond  trenching,  bik  men 0    4    0 

1       9      . 

Digging  out,  twentj-sii  men,  at  Bii O  IT     i 

Picking,  (welte  women O      4     | 

Carrying  hcime,  two  horses O     3    ( 

Tyihe Olil 

£10   11     ( 

Ooe  hundred  and  twenty,  at  3« 18     o    < 

Expenees 10   It     j 

Profit £7     8~~^ 

Prime  cost.  Is.  2^d,  per  barrel, 

They  do  not  plough  the  potato*  land  for  bere  at  all,  but  tr«Del 
it  in  with  spade  and  shovel,  sow  six  bushels  an  acre,  and  get  9C 
barrels,  at  Tt.  on  an  average.  They  then  plough  once  for  o«te. 
«)w  six  busheU,  and  get  10  to  ^0  barrels,  worth  in.  a  barrel  on  1 
rocdiuio,  at  12  atone.  The  second  crop  of  oats  is  as  good  as  Uu 
first.  In  the  gentlemen's  course  the  wheat  is  trenched  in  if  the 
seaiion  ia  wet,  but  ploughed  in  if  it  is  dry ;  twenty  stone  of  seed 
per  acre,  the  product  ten  barrels,  at  20  stone,  and  the  price  30«, 
Plough  twice  for  the  English  barley ;  sow  five  or  six  busheU  pei 
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»cre,  ftnd  get  20  barrels,  17  stone  per  barrel,  at  Sd.  a  stone.  No 
lime,  purle,  or  lime-stone  gravel  used,  nor  clover,  pease,  beans,  or 
tnmipit  sown ;  but  enough  flax  in  sown  by  ever;  poor  family  for 
their  own  use  ;  and  some  sell  it  a(  fairs,  after  scutching,  at  4i.  to 
Bb,  a  stone.  There  are  many  weavers  about  the  country,  who 
make  handle  cloth,  and  some  a  yard  wide,  for  the  poor  people ; 
they  live  both  in  towns  and  villagca.  All  (he  women  spin  flnx. 
They  shut  up  their  fields  for  bay  the  beginning  of  June,  generally 
maw  in  September,  the  crop  three  to  four  tons  an  acre,  sometimes 
five  or  six.      It  is  soli)  standing  for  40*.  an  acre. 

Tillage  is  done  with  horses,  four  in  a  plough,  and  do  half  an 
acre  a  day,  four  or  five  inches  deep;  the  price  7*.  to  IOji.  In 
hiring  and  stoclting  they  reckon  that  £3  an  acre  will  do  for  a 
grazing  farm,  but  much  lesa  for  tillage.  Leases  are  for  thirty-one 
years  or  three  lives.  Land  sells  at  twenty  years'  purchase :  there 
has  been  a  fall  of  rents  from  1772,  to  the  American  war,  but 
since  that  time  they  have  been  rising.  The  religion  all  Roman 
Catholic. 

Much  of  the  labour  is  done  by  servants,  hired  into  the  house  of 
little  farmers,  that  keep  dairies,  &c.  Much  also  by  cj^ttars,  who 
have  a  eabbin  and  an  acre  and  a  half  of  potatoe  garden,  which 
are  valued  at  three  guineas ;  they  have  also  two  cows,  at  SOs.  a 
cow.  Three-fourths  of  an  acre  under  potatoes  every  year,  and 
the  rest  oats  and  flax ;  they  get  about  120  barrels  an  acre,  which 
crop,  with  the  oats,  feed  them  the  year  through  ;  they  are  much 
more  eaten  than  they  were  20  years  ago  ;  two  barrels  will  last  a 
family  a  week  as  they  are  usually  consutned.  They  all  keep  a 
pig,  a  clog,  two  cats,  and  some  poultry ;  their  circumstances  are 
better  than  they  were  twenty  years  ago  ;  their  pig  they  sell,  but 
they  eat  some  poultry,  particularly  geese.  Some  of  them  buy 
turf  for  fuel,  which  costs  them  fideen  shillings  ;  but  many  depend 
on  breaking  and  stealing  hc<lge-WDod  ;  they  are  much  given  to 
pUfering. 

Cottar's  account . 

Cabbin  and  1 J  acre 3BS 

Qnn  of  two  cows SOO 

Turf 0  IS     0 

TythB 0  11     0 

Seed  Bax,  4  pottlsi 034 

Carried  forward    £9  17     7 
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■il>  IwDilIm  of  cloth  for  the  mail         "l  * 

20         „  .,       for  [!m  woniui     > 

7        „  „      fur  the  cbitdren  J 

47  WMiing,  u  t<f. 

N.B.— Hackled,  &c,  bj  U 

i)oe  slone  of  vool  for  Ifae  whole  fuailj .      o  I 

Weaving  diiio ~   ' 

Sboea 

Hats 

IlHrtb  moDej 0   j 

Daties  lo  the  PrieM. 

Two  eonrMitoni 

A  chriii«alng 


Bolydayg . 
Bad  wealhei 


3&3  at  Si. 

The  eldest  child,  10  or  IS  years  old,  2d.  a  daj  for  253  daja 

Other  earoings  of  ibe  faiDiV . 

A  pig,  bought  at  T>.  sold  al  47> a     O    i 

Ponllrj 0   10     < 

One  ciJf  ....      ■ 0   IS     < 

Two  cwL  of  butler t     .      .      .      ,  4      0    1 

10   I*  ^ 
EipencM 

Bemaini  for  unipei'ified  denuuid*,  cainaltiea,  &c £3  19  1 


Many  of  tlie  poor  here  have  no  cown  ;  there  are  cAbbins  o 
road  side  that  have  no  land ;  the  inhabitant*  of  them  i 
upalpeeut,  who  are  paid  for  their  labour  in  cash,  b;  the  luooth,  Ac  ^ 
Some  or  Ibem  pay  no  rent  at  all,  otbent  )D«.  a  jeax ;    and  these 
are  the  people  who  hire  grass  land  for  their  potatoes  ;  it  is  certain 
that  the  cottars  are  much  better  off  than  these  ipalpeena,  who  can 
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get  liut  little  milk,  biijing  it  part  of  the  si 
the  dairy  farmerB. 

Ttthbb.— Wheat,  8».      Bere,  7*.     Barley,  7*.      Oats,  4s.  6rf. 
Fotatoei,  lU.     Meadow,  2j.  Bd. 


half  j-Piir  only  of 


Pricei  not  in  the  tabUa. 
Women's  labour,  reaping,  ■W.  Other  work,  Sd.  Making  hand 
turf,  6d.  Farmiog  raaa'a  wages,  £3  to  £4.  Farming  maid's 
■ditto,  f  1  12^.  Mowing,  per  acre,  2».  6'^.  to  3j.  ;  in  1743,  only 
I(,  6d,  Dit:?hing,  9d.  a  perch.  Double  oneg,  U.  Gd.,  aeven  feet 
"nide  at  top,  three  and  a  half  at  bottom,  and  four  deep,  and  they 
will  earn  Sd.  a  day  at  it.  Hire  of  a  car,  In.  6d.  a  day ;  in  1743, 
it  was  U.  Price  of  a  car,  £1  16*.  3d.  Building  a  mud  cabbin, 
£3.  Stone  and  slate,  £25.  Mason's  perch  of  atone  walls  for 
labour,  M,  six  feet  high  complete,  16(.  Oak,  £4  a  ton ;  twenty 
years  ago,  £2.  Lime,  lO^dL  a  barrel,  burnt  with  culm,  brought 
'25  miles. 

Mr.  Lloyd  has  worked  a  very  great  improvement  of  a 
shaking  morass,  which  wheo  he  began  waK  worth  only  5«. 
an  acre.  The  first  business  was  banking  it,  from  a  river 
subject  to  floods,  with  a  parallel  back  cut.  to  carry  off  the 
water  that  came  over  his  bank.  He  then  carried  a  central 
drain  through  it  and  a  mile  beyond  it.  to  gain  a  fall.  Next 
he  subdivided  it  into  fields,  from  10  to  20  acres,  by  ditches 
planted  with  quick.  The  land  was  over-run  with  much 
underwood  and  sedgy  tussocks,  &«.,  these  were  all  grubbed, 
cut  up.  and  burned ;  after  which  cattle  were  put  in,  the 
improvement  being  finished ;  and  it  has  grown  better  and 
better  ever  since,  being  now  worth  308.  an  acre:  some  of 
it  is  actually  let  at  SBg.  It  was  a  very  expensive  under- 
taking, owing  to  the  stream  above  him  belonging  to  a, 
neighbour,  who  did  not  second  his  undertaking ;  he  was 
obliged  to  make  a  long  bank  upon  this  account  only,  partly 
over  a  turf  bog,  which  was  blown  up  once,  hut  made  again 
with  great  difficulty ;  fourteen  spits  deep  were  cleared,  and 
a  foundation  of  rammed  clay  laid;  this  cost  £1,000,  it 
baa,  however,  stood  well  since. 

Lime  Mr.  Lloyd  tried  in  a  very  satisfactory  experiment ; 
he  broke  up  one  of  the  rich  hills  near  Castle  Lloyd,'  and 
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limed  half  a  field ;  afterwards  upon  laying  the  whole  doym, 
the  part  limed  has  continued  of  a  much  deeper  green  aud 
more  luKurioiit  herba^  than  the  other  half. 

October  10th,  left  Castle  Lloyd,  aud  took  the  road  In 
GaJbaJly  to  Mitchel's  Town,'  through  a  country  part  of  i1 
a  rich  grazing  tract  j  but  from  near  Galbally,  to  the  OaJn 
mountaloB,  there  are  large  spaces  of  flat  lan<k,  covered  will 
heath  and  furze,  that  are  exceedingly  improreable,  jel 
seem  as  n^lected  as  if  nothing  could  be  made  of  them 
The  road  leads  immediately  at  the  northern  foot  of  th< 
Galties.  which  form  the  most  formidable  and  romantii 
boundary  imaginable ;  the  sides  are  almost  peipendicular 
and  reach  a  heighth,  which,  piercing  the  clouds,  eeem< 
formed  rather  for  the  boundaries  of  two  confl.icting  empirei 
thaa  the  property  of  private  persons.  The  variety  of  tbi 
scenery  eihibited  by  these  mouutains  is  great;  tlie  roat 
after  passing  some  miles  parallel  with  them,  turns  oTer  ) 
hill,  a  continuation  of  their  chain,  and  commands  ai 
oblique  view  of  their  southern  side,  which  has  much  m<ai 
variety  than  the  northern ;  it  looks  down  at  the  sauie  timi 
upon  a  long  plain,  bounded  by  these  aud  other  mountaiiu 
several  rivers  winding  through  it,  which  join  in  the  centtt 
near  Mitchel's  Town.  I  had  been  informed  that  this  WA 
a  miserable  place  :  it  has  at  least  a  situation  worthy  of  tin 
proudest  capital. 

Upon  my  arrival.  Lord  Kingsborough,  who  poeeesse 
almost  the  whole  country,  procured  me  the  iuformatiOD  '. 
requested  in  the  moat  liberal  manner,  and  a  residence  sino 
has  enabled  me  to  perfect  it.  His  Lordship's  vast  pro 
perty  extends  from  Kildorrery' toClogheeu,'  beyond  BaHj 
poroen,a  hue  of  more  than  16  Irish  miles,  and  it  spreads  u 
breadth  from  five  to  ten  miles.  It  contains  every  vo.riet' 
of  laud,  from  the  fertihty  of  grazing  large  bullocka  to  thi 
mountain  heath  the  cover  of  grouss.  The  profitable  lani 
lets  from  Sa.  to  26e.  an  acre,  but  the  whole  does  not  on  m 
average  yield  more  than  2«.  6d.  Such  a  field  for  futnr 
improvements  is  therefore  rarely  to  be  found.  On  J 
cold  and  bleak  hills  of  Scotland  estates  of  greater  ( 
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may  be  found,  but  lying  within  twenty  miles  of  Corke,  the 
most  southerly  part  of  Ireland,  admits  a,  rational  prophesy 
that  it  will  become  one  of  the  first  properties  in  Europe. 

The  size  of  farois  held  by  occupying  tenants  ie  in 
general  very  small.  Lord  Kingaborough  having  released 
them  from  the  bondage  of  the  middle  men.  Great  tracts 
are  held  iu  partnership;  and  the  amount  held  by  single 
farmers  rise  from  ^5  to  £50  a  year,  with  a  very  few  large 

The  soils  are  aa  various  as  in  such  a  great  extent  they 
may  be  supposed :  the  worst  is  the  wet  mora^ay  land,  on  a 
whitish  gravel,  spontaneous  growth,  rushes  (juncws  con- 
glomeratae)  and  heath  {erica  vulgarU)  ;  this  yields  a  scanty 
nourishment  to  cows  and  half-starved  young  cattle.  Large 
tracts  of  wet  land  has  a  black  peat  or  a  tuii  surface ;  this 
is  very  reclaimable,  and  there  are  immense  tracts  of  it. 
The  profitable  soil  is  in  general  a  sandy  or  a  gravelly  loam, 
of  a  reddish  brown  colour ;  and  the  principal  distinction  is 
its  being  on  lime  or  grit  atone,  the  former  generally  the 
best.  It  declines  in  value  from  having  a  yellow  sand  or  a 
yellow  clay  near  the  surface  under  it.  There  are  tracts  of 
such  incomparable  land  that  I  have  seen  very  little  equal 
to  it,  except  in  Tipperary,  Limerick,  and  Roscommon.  A 
deep  friable  loam,  moist  enough  for  the  spontaneous  growth 
to  fat  a  bullock,  and  dry  enough  to  be  perfectly  under 
command  in  tillage :  if  I  was  to  name  the  characteristics 
of  an  excellent  soil,  I  should  say  that  upon  which  you  may 
fat  an  ox,  and  feed  off  a  crop  of  turnips,  By  the  way  I 
recollect  little  or  no  such  land  in  England,  yet  is  it  not 
uncommon  in  Ireland.  Quarries  of  the  finest  lime-stone 
are  found  in  almost  every  part  of  the  estate. 

The  tracts  of  mountain  are  of  a  prodigious  extent ;  the 
G«.ltieB  only  are  six  or  seven  miles  long,  from  one  to  four 
miles  across  ;  and  more  improveable  upon  the  whole  than 
any  land  I  have  seen,  turf  and  lime-atone  being  on  the 
spot,  and  a  gentle  exposure  hanging  to  the  south.  In 
every  inaccessible  cliff  there  are  mountain  aah  (Jraxinut 
exeehior),  oak  {qiiereug  robur),  holly  (ileic  oqici/oliTim),  birch 
(betula  alba),  wUlow  (salix"),  hazel  (cory2iM  avellana),  and 
white  thorn  {a-atceffut  oxyacaiUha),  and  even  to  a  consider- 
able height  up  the  mountain,  which,  with  the  many  old 
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stumps  scattered  about  tJiem,  prove  that  the  whole 
once  a  forest,  an  ohserratioa  applicable  to  ever^  pan 
the  estate. 

The  tillage  here  extends  no  farther  than  what  Jepeodt 
potatoes,  on  which  root  they  subsist  as  elsewhere.  T 
sometimes  manure  the  grass  for  them,  and  take  a  bco 
crop ;  after  which  they  follow  them  with  oats,  till  the 
is  BO  exhausted  as  to  bear  no  longer,  when  they  leave  ii 
weeds  and  trumpery,  which  vile  system  has  spread  itsel 
generally  over  all  the  old  meadow  and  pa^ure  of  the  est 
that  it  has  given  it  a  face  of  deBolation—forze  (ei 
europma),liroojn{»partium.gcoparium),tera  (pterisaqwlii 
and  rushes,  owing  to  this  and  to  ne(;lect,  occupy  aen 
eighths  of  it.  The  melancholy  appearance  of  the  la 
arising  from  this,  which,  with  miserable  and  anplai 
mounds  for  fences,  with  no  gate  but  a  furze  bush  stacl 
a  gap,  or  some  atones  piled  on  each  other,  altogether  t< 
a  scene  the  more  dreary,  as  an  oak,  an  ash  or  an  elm, 
almost  as  great  a  rarity  (save  in  the  plantations  of 
present  Lord)  as  an  olive,  an  orange,  or  a  mulberry. 

Of  potatoes,  eight  bnrrela  of  seed  plant  an  acre,  which  j\ 
sixty  barrels,  tit  twcuty-one  stone  ;   the  Rverage  price  4t.  4d. 

FUntmg',  faurteen  men  at  6^(1. D     7      7 

Trenching,  fonrteen  diuo 0     7      7 

Leading  the  dung 100 

Spnsdlng,  six  men 033 

Kight  barreJB  seed I   14     B 

Weeding  b;  the  women 0    0     1) 

Taking  up,  sixty  men I   13      6 

Carting  home,  &c 015      0 

£6    0  7 
Fbodudb. 

Sixty,  uie.  *d. 13     0  0 

Exijeaces 60  7 

£6    19      5 

Prime  Miit.  2».  a  barrsl 
They  lay  them  up  in  holes  in  tlie  field.      The  second   cro 
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gcneraltj  the  Lest.  Of  oats  the;  sow  two  bnrrcls,  Btid  reap  from 
8  to  15.  There  is  no  wheat,  and  verj  little  barlc}".  Clover  and 
turnijn,  rape,  beana,  and  pease,  qnite  unknown. 

The  rents  are  paid  by  cattle,  and  of  these  dairy  cows  ore 
the  chief  stock.  The  little  fanners  manage  their  own; 
the  larger  ones  let  them  to  dairymen  for  one  owt.  of  butter 
each  cow,  and  12s.  to  15s.  bom  money  ;  but  the  man  has  a 
privilege  of  four  coUops.  and  an  acre  of  land  and  cabbiu 
to  every  twenty  cows.  The  people,  moat  attentive  to  their 
own  interestB.  are,  however,  getting  out  of  this  system, 
from  the  innumerable  rascabties  of  these  dairymen;  they 
will  play  twenty  tricks  to  keep  them  from  tating  the  bull, 
io  order  to  have  the  longer  season ;  and  to  force  them  to 
give  down  their  milk,  they  have  a  verj-  delicate  custom  of 

blowing  them  where ,  but  I  have  heard  of  this  pi-actice 

in  other  parts. 

The  winter  food  is  straw  and  hay  at  night ;  not  many  of 
them  are  housed.  In  the  breeding  system  they  are  very 
deficient.  Vast  numbers  of  calves  are  killed  at  two  or  three 
days  old  for  an  execrable  veal  they  call  slaggering  iob,  I 
suppose  front  the  animal  not  being  old  enough  to  stand 
steady  on  its  legs:  they  sell  at  2a.  or  2«.  (id.  a  head.  A 
good  cow  sella  from  £!>  to  Ji6  &e.,  and  a  calf  of  six  or  eight 
months  at  20^,  or  22s.  Sheep  are  kept  in  very  small 
numbers ;  a  man  will  have  two,  or  even  one ;  and  he  thinks 
it  worth  bis  while  to  walk  ten  or  twelve  miles  to  a  fair, 
with  a  straw  hand  tied  to  the  leg  of  the  lamb,  io  order  to 
sell  it  for  3s.  6rf.,  an  undoubted  proof  of  the  poverty  of  the 
country.  Markets  are  crouded  for  this  reason,  for  there 
is  nothing  too  trifling  to  carry ;  a  yard  of  linen,  a  fleece  of 
wool,  a  couple  of  chickens,  will  carry  au  unemployed  pair 
of  hands  ten  miles.  In  the  mountains  are  a  small  breed 
of  sheep,  which  are  as  dehcate  mutton  when  properly 
fattened  as  the  Welch,  and  of  so  hardy  a  breed  as  to  live 
upon  heath,  furze,  &c.,  in  winter  as  well  as  summer.  Hoga 
are  kept  in  such  numbers  that  the  little  towns  and  villa^s 
swarm  with  them  j  pigs  and  children  bask  and  roll  about, 
and  often  rcBemble  one  another  so  much,  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  look  twice  before  the  human  face  divine  is  confessed. 
I  believe  there  are  more  pigs  in  Mitchelstown  than  human 


faetnga;  asd^rt 
bare  for  kgcL 

"miage  it  doiM  hj  boraH ;  f  our 
acre  a  i»j,  five  or  six  inches  deep 


m  the  onlr  trade  ti 


n  a  plottgli  do 
the  price  &l  b 


lAboor  is  duefiy  done  in  the  cott&r  ajsten,  « 
been  w  oft«D  «x|daued  ;  there  are  here  eTer7  gni 
the  lover  daitw.  from  the  gpatlpeens.  many  una 
•trangen.  who  build  themwlres  a  wretched  ^ibi 
road,  and  hare  oeilher  land,  cattle,  nor  tarf.  nun 
regular  cottar,  and  from  him  to  the  little  joiiil 
who,  united  with  many  others,  take  some  laq 
partnership ;  still  rising  te  the  greater  brmer.  < 

The  population  ia  tery  gre«t.  It  is  bat  fei 
the  north  that  would  equal  the  proportioa  1 
this  estate;  the  cal'bina  are  innomerable,  aod.l 
Irish  cabbins,  ewann  with  children.  Wherever  t 
manj  people,  and  little  employment,  idleness 
attendaiits  must  abound 

It  18  not  to  be  expected  that  so  toiuk  a  inBa 
Kingsborough,  just  corae  from  the  T&riuus  g 
Italy,  Paxii.  and  London,  should,  in  so  shurt  m  i 
two  years,  do  much  in  a  region  bo  wild  as  I£itcb«^ 
very  short  narrative,  however,  will  [>oiivince  the  rea 
the  time  he  has  spent  here  haa  not  been  throw 
He  found  his  immense  property  in  the  hands  of  tha: 
of  tenant  which  we  know  so  little  of  in  England,  bi 
in  Ireland  haye  flourished  ahnost  to  the  destructio] 
kingdom,  the  middle  man,  whoae  bnsiness  anc 
industry  consiBts  iu  hiring  great  tracts  of  land  as  < 
he  can,  and  re-letting  them  to  others  as  dear  as  he 
which  means  that  beautiful  gradation  of  the  pyraini< 
connects  the  broad  base  of  the  poor  people  with  tl 
nobleman  tfaey  support,  is  broken;  be  deals  only  i 
owa  tenant,  the  multitude  is  abandoned  to  the  hi 
and  feeUnga  of  others,  which  to  be  sure  may  pram{ 
and  tender  conduct ;  whether  it  does  or  not,  let  the 
and  poverty  of  the  lower  ctaHses  speak,  who  &] 
assigned  over.  Tlils  was  the  situation  of  nine-te 
bis  property.  Many  leases  being  out,  he  reject 
trading  tenant,  and  let  every  man's  land  to   hi 
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occupied  it  at  the  rent  he  had  himself  received  before.  During 
a  year  that  I  was  emplojed  in  letting  his  fanna,  I  never 
omitted  anj  opportunity  of  confirining  him  in  this  system, 
aa  far  as  was  in  my  power,  from  a  conviction  that  he  waa 
equally  serving  himself  and  the  publick  in  it ;  be  will  never 
qiiit  it  without  having  reason  afterwards  for  regret. 

In  a  country  changing  from  licentious  barbarity  into 
civilized  order,  building  is  an  object  of  perhaps  greater 
eoQsequeace  than  may  at  first  be  apparent.  In  a  wild,  or 
but  half  cultivated  tract,  with  no  better  edifice  than  a  mud 
cabbin,  what  are  the  objects  that  can  impress  a  love  of 
order  on  the  mind  of  man  ?  He  must  he  wild  aa  the 
roaming  herds  ;  savage  as  his  rocky  mountains ;  confusion, 
disorder,  riot,  have  nothing  bettor  than  himself  to  damage 
or  destroy:  but  when  edifices  of  a  different  solidity  and 
character  arise ;  when  great  sums  are  expended,  and  num- 
bers employed  to  rear  more  expressive  monuments  of  in- 
dustry and  order,  it  is  impossible  but  new  ideas  must  arise, 
even  in  the  uncultivated  mind ;  it  must  feel  something, 
first  to  respect,  and  afterwards  to  love ;  gradually  seeing 
that  in  proportion  as  the  country  becomes  more  decorated 
and  valuable,  hcentiouaness  will  be  less  profitable,  and 
more  odious.  Mitchelstown,  till  his  Irtirdship  made  it  the 
place  of  hia  residence,  was  a  deu  of  vagabonds,  thieves, 
rioters,  and  Whiteboys;  but  I  can  witness  to  its  being 
now  as  orderly  and  peaceable  aa  any  other  Irish  town, 
much  owing  to  this  circujnstance  of  building,  and  thereby 
employing  such  numbers  of  the  people.  Lord  Eings- 
borough,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  has  raised  considerable 
edifices ;  a  large  mansion  for  himself,  beautifully  situated 
on  a  bold  rock,  the  edge  of  a  declivity,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  is  a  river,  and  commanding  a  lai^  tract  of  country, 
with  as  fine  a  boundary  of  mountain  as  I  have  seen ;  a 
quadrangle  of  offices ;  a  garden  of  five  Engliah  acres,  sur- 
rounded with  a  wall,  hot-houses,  &c.  Besides  this,  three 
good  stone  and  slate  houses  upon  three  farms,  and  engaged 
for  three  others,  more  considerable,  which  are  begun ; 
others  repaired,  and  several  cabbins  built  substantially. 

So  naked  a  country  as  he  found  his  estate,  called  for 
other  exertions  ;  to  invoke  the  Dryades  it  was  necessary  to 
plant,  and  they  must  be  coy  nymphs  indeed  if  they  are  not 
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iu  a  fen  years  propitious  to  him.  He  brougbt  a  sldUoJ 
sureerymon  from  England,  and  formed  twelve  acres  of 
Dursecy.  It  l>egiDs  to  shew  itself;  above  ten  thousand 
perch  of  hedges  are  made,  planted  with  quick  aud  tteea; 
and  seFeral  acres,  securely  inclosed  on  adrantageous  spoU, 
and  filled  with  young  and  thriving  plantations.  Trees 
were  given,  gratis,  to  the  tenantry,  and  premiums  begnn 
for  those  who  plant  moat,  and  preserve  them  best,  besides 
fourscore  pounds  a,  year  ofEered  for  a  variety  of  improve- 
ments  in  agriculture  the  most  wanted  upon  the  estate. 

Men,  who  from  long  possession  of  landed  property, 
become  gradually  convinced  of  the  importance  of  attending 
to  it,  may  at  last  work  some  improvements  without  m^f 
ing  any  considerable  portion  of  praise  ;  but  that  a  yotin^ 
man,  warm  from  pleasure,  should  do  it,  hoa  a  mud 
superior  claim.  Lord  Kingsborough  has,  in  this  respect,  i 
great  deal  of  merit ;  and  for  the  sake  both  of  himself  and 
his  country,  I  heartily  wish  he  may  steadily  pei'sevcov  ia 
that  line  of  conduct  which  his  understanding  lias  once  tuld 
him,  and  must  continue  to  tell  him,  is  so  greatly  for  the 
advantage  of  himself,  his  family,  and  the  publick.' 

It  is  not  uncommon,  especially  in  mountainous  countrioc, 
to  find  objects  that  much  deserve  the  attention  of  trarellen 
intirely  neglected  by  them.  There  are  a  few  instoncea  ol 
this  upon  Lord  Kingsborough' s  estate,  in  the  neighbour 
hood  of  Mitchelstown  ;  the  first  I  shall  mention,  is  a  ca« 
at  Skeheenrinky,  on  the  road  between  Cahir '  and  tJwt 
place :  the  opening  to  it  is  a  cleft  of  rock  in  a  lime-aUne 
hill,  so  narrow  as  to  be  difficult  to  get  into  it.  I  descended 
by  a  ladder  of  about  twenty  steps,  and  then  found  myself 
in  a  vault  of  a  hundred  feet  long,  and  fifty  or  sisty  high: 
a  small  hole,  on  the  left,  leads  from  this  a  winding  coutk 
of  I  believe  not  less  than  half  an  Irish  mile,  exhibiting  a 
variety  that  struck  me  much.  In  some  places  the  cavity  in 
the  rock  is  so  large,  that  when  well  lighted  up  bv  uutdln 
(not  fiambeaui,  Lord  Kingsborough  once  shewed  it  me  wilb 
them,  and  we  found  their  smoak  troublesome)  it  takos  tlw 
appearance  of  a  vaulted  cathedral,  supported  by  nuan 
columns.     The   walls,  ceiling,  floor,  aud   pillaxB,   are   In 

■* 
'  Caher,  oo.  Tipperary. 
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turns  composed  of  every  fantastic  form ;  and  often  of  very 
beautiful  incrustations  of  spar,  some  of  which  glitters  so 
much,  that  it  seems  powdered  with  diamonds,  and  in  others 
the  ceiling  ia  formed  of  that  sort  which  has  so  near  a 
resemblance  to  a  cauliflower.  Tho  spar,  formed  into 
columns  by  the  dropping  of  water,  has  taken  some  very 
r^ular  forms  ;  but  others  are  different,  folded  in  plaits  of 
light  drapery,  which  hang  from  their  suppiort  in  a  very 
pleasing  maimer.  The  angles  of  the  walls  seem  fringed 
with  icicles.  One  very  long  branch  of  the  cave,  which 
turns  to  the  north,  is  in  some  places  so  narrow  and  low, 
that  one  crawls  into  it,  when  it  suddenly  breaks  into  large 
vaulted  spaces,  in  a  thousand  forms.  The  spar  in  all  this 
cave  is  very  brilliant,  and  almost  equal  to  Bristol  stone. 
For  several  hundred  yards  in  the  lai^er  branch,  there  is  a 
deep  water  at  the  bottom  of  the  declivity  to  the  right,  which 
the  common  people  call  the  river.  A  part  of  the  way  is 
over  a  sort  of  potter's  clay,  which  moulds  into  any  form, 
and  is  of  a  brown  colour:  a  very  different  soil  from  any  in 
the  neighbouring  country.  I  have  seen  the  famous  cave  in 
the  Peak,  but  think  it  very  much  inferior  to  this :  and  Lord 
Kingsborough,  who  haa  viewed  the  Grot  d'Aucel  iu  Bur- 
gundy, says  that  it  is  not  to  be  compared  with  it. 

But  the  commanding  region  of  the  Galties  deserves  more 
attention.  Those  who  are  foad  of  scenes  in  which  nature 
reigns  in  all  her  wild  magnificence,  should  visit  this  stupen- 
dous chain.  It  consists  of  many  vast  mountains,  thrown 
together  in  an  assemblage  of  the  most  interesting  features. 
from  boldness  and  height  of  the  declivitiee.  freedom  of 
outhne,  and  variety  of  parts ;  filling  a  space  of  aliout  sis 
miles  by  three  or  four.  Galtymore  is  the  highest  point, 
and  rises  like  the  lord  and  father  of  the  surrounding 
progeny.  From  the  top  you  look  down  upon  a  great 
eilent  of  mountain,  which  shelves  away  from  him  to  the 
south,  east,  and  west ;  but  to  the  north,  the  ridge  is  almost 
a  perpendicular  declivity.  On  that  side  the  famous  Golden 
Vale  of  Limerick  and  Tipperary  spreads  a  rich  level  to  the 
eye.  bounded  by  the  mountains  of  Clare,  King's  and  Queen's 
counties,  with  the  course  of  the  Shannon,  for  many  miles 
below  Limerick,  To  the  south  you  look  over  alternate 
ridges  of  mountains,  which  rise  one  beyond  another,  till  in 


[oow 


a  clear  day  the  eye  meeta  the  ooean  near  DaugarroD. 
moimtains  of  Waterford  and  KDockmaldowD  fill  up 
apace  to  the  south-eaBt.  The  weat«ra  is  the  mostextei 
riew  J  for  nothing  stops  the  eye  till  Maagerton  and  Maq 
Cuddy's  Eeeks  point  out  the  apot  where  Killamey'a  1 
calls  for  a  farther  excuraion.  The  prospect  extends 
eight  couutios,  Corke,  Kerry,  Waterford,  Limerick,  C 
Queen's,  Tipperary,  King's. 

A  little  to  the  weat  of  thia  proud  summit,  below  it 
very  extraordinary  hollow,  is  a  circular  lake  of  two  a 
reported  to  be  unfathomable.  The  deacriptiona  wM 
have  read  of  the  craters  of  exhausted  volcanoes,  leave 
little  doubt  of  this  being  one  ;  and  the  conical  reguL 
of  the  aummit  of  GaltjTOOte  apeaks  the  same  lan^ 
East  of  thia  respectable  hill,  to  use  Sir  William  Hamil 
language,  ia  a  declivity  of  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile, 
there  Galtybeg  riaea  in  a  yet  more  regular  cone ;  ant 
tween  the  two  hills  is  another  lake,  which  from  its  poa 
a  to  have  been  once  the  crater  which  threw  up  G 
(  the  firat  mentioned  was  the  origin  of  Qaltji 
Beyond  the  former  hill  is  a  third  lake,  and  east  of 
another  bill ;  I  was  told  of  a  fourth,  with  another  o 
apondJDg  mountain.  It  ia  only  the  mere  summit  of  i 
mountains  which  rise  above  tlie  lakes.  Speaking  of  i 
below,  they  may  be  said  to  be  on  the  tops  of  the  billa ; 
are  all  of  them  at  the  bottom  of  an  almost  regularly  or 
hollow.  On  the  side,  next  the  mountain  top,  are  waJ 
perpendicular  rocka,  in  regular  atrata,  and  some  of  i 
piled  on  each  other,  with  an  appearance  of  art  miher 
nature.  In  these  rocks  the  eagles,  which  are  seen  in  i 
bers  on  theOaltiea.havetheirnests.  Supposing  the  n 
tains  to  be  of  volcanic  origin,  and  these  lakes  the  cn 
of  which  I  hare  not  a  doubt,  they  are  objecta  ol 
greatest  curiosity,  for  there  is  an  unusual  regnlarit 
every  conaiderable  aummit,  having  its  corresponding  ci 
but  without  thia  circumstance  the  scenery  is  interostL 
a  very  great  degree.  The  mountain  aummita,  whici 
often  wrapped  in  the  clouds,  at  other  times  exhibi 
freest  outUne ;  the  immense  acoop'd  hollows  which  bu 
your  feet,  declivities  of  so  vast  a  depth  as  to  giv) 
terror  to  look  down  ;  with  the  unusual  forma  of  the 
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region,  of  hills,  particularly  Bull  Hill,  and  Round  Hill,  each 
a  mile  over,  yet  riaing  out  of  circular  vales,  with  the  regu- 
larity of  semi-globea,  unite  upon  the  whole  to  exhibit  a 
scenery  to  the  eye.  in  which  the  parts  are  of  a,  magnitude 
so  commanding,  a  character  bo  interesting,  and  a  variety 
BO  striking,  that  they  well  deserve  to  be  examined  by  every 
curious  traveller. 

Nor  are  these  immense  outlines  the  whole  of  what  is  to 
be  seen  in  this  great  nu^  of  mountains.  Every  glen  has 
its  beauties  ;  there  is  a  considerable  mountain  river,  or 
rather  torrent,  in  every  one  of  them ;  but  the  greatest  are 
the  Puncheon,  between  Sefang  and  Galtymore  ;  the  Lime- 
stone river,  between  Galtymore  and  Round  Hill,  and  the 
Grouse  river,  between  Coolegarranroe  and  Mr.  O'CaJIa- 
ghau's  mountain  ;  these  present  to  the  eye,  for  a  tract  of 
about  three  miles,  every  variety  that  rock,  water,  and 
mountain  can  give,  thrown  into  all  the  fantastic  forms 
which  art  may  attempt  in  ornamented  grounds,  but  always 
fails  in.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  of  the  water; 
when  not  discoloured  by  rain,  its  lucid  transparency  shews, 
iit  considerable  depths,  every  pebble  no  bigger  than  a  pin, 
every  rocky  bason  alive  with  trout  and  eels,  that  play  and 
dash  among  the  rocks,  as  if  endowed  with  that  native  vigor 
which  animate,  in  a  superior  degree,  every  inhabitant  of  the 
mountains,  from  the  bounding  red  deer,  and  the  soaring 
eii^jle,  down  even  to  the  fishes  of  the  brook.  Every  five 
minutes  you  have  a  waterfall  in  these  glens,  which  in  any 
other  region  would  stop  every  traveller  to  admire  it. 
Sometimes  the  vale  takes  a  gentler  declivity,  and  presents 
to  the  eye,  at  one  stroke,  twenty  or  thirty  falls,  which 
render  the  scenery  all  alive  with  the  motion;  the  rocks  are 
tossed  about  in  the  wildest  confusion,  and  the  torrent 
bursts  by  turns  from  above,  beneath,  and  under  them  ; 
while  the  back  ground  is  always  filled  up  with  the  moun- 
tains which  stretch  aroimd. 

In  the  western  glen  is  the  finest  cascade  in  all  the  Galties ; 
there  are  two  falls,  with  a  bason  in  the  rock  between,  but 
from  some  points  of  view  they  appear  one ;  the  rock  over 
which  the  water  tumbles  is  about  siity  feet  high.  A  good 
line  in  which  to  view  these  objects  is  either  to  take  the 
Killamey  and  Mallow  road,  to  Mitchelstown,  and  from 
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l.hence  to  Lord  Kingaborough's  new  one,  to  Skeheenrinky, 
there  to  take  one  of  the  glees,  to  Galtybeg,  and  Galtymore, 
and  return  to  Mitchelstown  by  tlie  Wolf's  Track,  Temple 
Hill,  and  the  Waterfall ;  or,  if  tbe  Cork  road  is  travelling, 
lo  make  Dobbin's  Inn.  at  Ballyporeen,  the  head  quarters, 
and  view  them  from  thoace. 


Hafing  heard  much  of  the  beauties  of  a  part  of  the 
Queen's  county  I  had  not  before  seen,  I  took  that  line  of 
uountry  in  my  way  on  a  journey  to  Dublin. 

From  Mitehelstown  to  Cashel  the  road  leads  as  far  as 
Galbally  in  the  route  already  travelled  from  Cullen ;  to- 
wards Cashel  the  country  is  various.  The  only  obji?ct 
deserving  attention,  are  the  plantations  of  Thorn astowu.' 
the  seat  of  Francis  Mathew,  Esq. ;  they  consist  chiefly  of 
hedgerow  trees  in  double  and  treble  rows,  are  well  grown, 
and  of  such  extent  as  to  form  an  uncommon  woodland 
scene  in  Ireland.  Found  the  widow  Holland's  Inn,  at 
Caahel,  clean  and  very  civil.  Take  the  road  to  Urlingford.' 
The  rich  sheep  pastures,  part  of  the  famous  Qolden  Vale, 
reach  between  three  and  four  miles,  from  Cashel  to  the 
great  bt^  by  Botany  Hill,  noted  for  producing  a  greater 
variety  of  plants  than  common.  That  bog  is  separated 
by  only  small  tracts  of  land  from  the  siring  of  bogs  which 
extend  through  the  Queen's  County,  from  the  great  bog  of 
Allen ;  it  is  here  of  considerable  extent,  and  exceedingly 
improveable.  Then  enter  a  low  marshy  bad  country,  which 
grows  worse  after  passing  the  66th  mile  stone,  and  succes- 
sive bogs  in  it.  Breakfast  at  Johnstown,  a  regular  village 
on  a  sfight  eminence,  built  by  Mr.  Hayley ;  it  is  near  the 
Spaw  of  Bally epellin.'  Kows  of  trees  are  planted ;  but 
their  heads  all  cut  off,  I  suppose  from  their  not  thriTing, 
being  planted  too  old.  Immediately  on  leaving  these 
planted  avenues,  enter  a  row  of  eight  or  ten  new  cabbins, 
at  a  distance  from  each  other,  which  appear  to  be  a  new 
undertaking,  the  land  about  them  all  pared  and  bm 
and  the  ashes  in  heaps. 


'  ThomiuKown  C*a[te,  six 
^  Urlingford,  three  miles 
'  Bikllyspellmii  House,  co. 
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QUEENa  COUNTY. 


Enter  a.  fine  planted  country,  with  much  com  and  good 
thriving  quick  hed^s  for  many  miles.  Tho  road  leads 
through  a  large  wood,  which  joins  Lord  Ashbrook's  plan- 
tations, whose  house  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  more  wood 
than  almost  any  one  I  have  seen  in  Ireland.  PassDurrow;' 
the  country  for  two  or  three  miles  continues  alt  inclosed  with 
fine  quick  hedges,  is  beautiful,  and  has  some  resemblance 
to  the  best  parts  of  Essex.  Sir  Robert  Staple's  improve- 
ments join  this  fine  tract ;  they  are  completed  in  a  most 
perfect  manner,  the  hedges  well-grown,  cut,  and  in  such 
excellent  order,  that  I  can  scarcely  believe  myself  to  be  in 
Ireland.  His  gates  are  all  of  iron.  These  sylvan  scenes 
continue  through  other  seats  beautifully  situated,  amidst 
gentle  declivities  of  the  finest  verdure,  full  grown  woods, 
excellent  hedges,  and  a  pretty  river  winding  by  the  house. 
The  whole  environs  of  several  would  be  admired  in  the  best 
parts  of  England. 

Cross  a  great  bog.  within  sight  of  Lord  De  Vescey's 
plantations.  The  road  leads  over  it,  being  drained  for  that 
purpose  by  deep  cuts  on  either  side.  I  should  apprehend 
this  bog  to  be  among  the  most  improveable  in  the  country. 

Slept  at  Baltyroan,'at  an  inn  kept  by  three  animals,  who 
call  themselves  women  ;  met  with  more  impertinence  than 
at  any  other  in  Ireland.  It  is  an  execrable  hole.  In  three 
or  four  miles  pass  Sir  John  Pamell's,  prettily  situated  in  a 
neatly  dressed  lawn,  with  much  wood  about  it,  and  a.  lake 
quite  alive  with  wild  fowl. 

Pass  Monstereven,"  and  cross  directly  a  lai^e  bog.  drained 
and  partly  improved ;  but  all  of  it  bearing  grass,  and  seems 
in  a  state  that  might  ea,sily  be  reduced  to  rich  meadow, 
with  only  a,  dressing  of  lime.  Here  I  got  again  into  the  road 
I  had  travelled  before. 

I  must  in  general  remark,  that  from  near  Urlingford  to 
Dawson  Court,  near  Monstereven,  which  is  completely 
across  the  Queen's  County,  is  a  line  of  above  thirty  English 
miles,  and  is  for  that  extent  by  much  the  most  improved 
of  any  I  have  seen  in  Ireland.  It  is  generally  well  planted, 
has  many  woods,  and  not  consisting  of  patches  of  plantation 
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just  b7  gentlemen's  hoDsea,  but  apreadiog  over  the  whi 
&ce  of  the  con&try,  so  as  to  give  it  tke  richneas  of 
English  woodland  scene.  What  a  conntiy  would  Irda 
be  had  the  inhabitants  of  the  rest  of  it  improved  the  wh< 
like  this ! 
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treated  as  if  the  book  were  now  published  for  the  lirsl  lime. 
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